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The Future Eaters Tim Flannery: Exploring Australia’s Ecological Past and Its Lessons for Tomorrow

the future eaters tim flannery is a phrase that resonates deeply with those interested in ecology,
environmental history, and the unique story of Australia’s natural world. Tim Flannery, an acclaimed
Australian scientist, writer, and environmentalist, brought to light a compelling narrative in his
groundbreaking book *The Future Eaters*. This work delves into how humans have shaped, and
often depleted, the ecosystems of Australia and surrounding islands. It’s not just a historical
account; it’s an insightful exploration of the interaction between humans and their environment,
offering vital lessons for sustainability and conservation today.

Who Is Tim Flannery and Why Does "The Future
Eaters" Matter?

Before diving into the core concepts of *The Future Eaters*, it’s important to understand the man
behind the book. Tim Flannery is a renowned Australian mammalogist and environmental advocate
whose expertise spans across climate change, biodiversity, and conservation. His ability to connect
scientific research with engaging storytelling has made him a prominent voice in environmental
discourse.

*The Future Eaters*, published in 1994, is often regarded as a seminal work in Australian
environmental literature because it challenges traditional views of human impact. Instead of
painting humans solely as stewards or villains, Flannery presents a nuanced perspective on how
early settlers and indigenous populations interacted with the land, often consuming resources in
ways that shaped the continent’s ecology for millennia.

The Central Premise of The Future Eaters

At its core, *The Future Eaters* argues that humans are inherently “future eaters”—species that
consume resources faster than they can be replenished, thereby jeopardizing the long-term
sustainability of their environment. Flannery traces this pattern back tens of thousands of years,
starting with the arrival of the first humans in Australia.

He suggests that the extinction of many megafauna species, such as giant wombats and marsupial
lions, was closely linked to human hunting practices and habitat modification. This extinction event
radically transformed Australian ecosystems, leading to changes that still affect the continent’s
biodiversity today.

The Impact of Early Human Settlers on Australia’s



Ecosystems

Australia’s ecological history is unlike anywhere else on Earth, and *The Future Eaters* offers a
fascinating lens through which to examine this uniqueness. Flannery’s research highlights the
delicate balance between humans and the environment, a balance that was disrupted with the
arrival of humans approximately 50,000 years ago.

Megafauna Extinctions and Environmental Change

One of the most startling revelations in Flannery’s book is the link between early human activity and
the extinction of Australia's megafauna. These large animals once roamed the continent in
abundance, but many vanished shortly after humans arrived. Flannery presents evidence suggesting
that overhunting and the use of fire to manage the landscape contributed to their decline.

This event had cascading effects on the ecosystem. The loss of megafauna altered vegetation
patterns and fire regimes, which in turn influenced the animals and plants that survived.
Understanding this ancient ecological disruption helps explain why Australia’s biodiversity has
evolved so differently from other continents.

Indigenous Land Management Practices

While *The Future Eaters* outlines the destructive potential of human consumption, it also
acknowledges the sophisticated ways in which Indigenous Australians managed their environment.
Cultural practices such as controlled burning, often referred to today as “fire-stick farming,” helped
maintain open woodlands and encouraged the growth of certain plant species.

Flannery’s work emphasizes that Indigenous people were not just passive inhabitants but active
participants shaping the landscape over tens of thousands of years. Their knowledge and
relationship with the land is a critical part of Australia’s ecological story and remains relevant for
modern conservation efforts.

Lessons from The Future Eaters for Modern
Environmental Challenges

As climate change, habitat destruction, and species extinction accelerate globally, *The Future
Eaters* offers timeless insights into how humans might better live within ecological limits. Tim
Flannery uses the past to warn about the dangers of overconsumption and short-term thinking.

Recognizing the Limits of Resource Use

One of the key takeaways from Flannery’s analysis is that unchecked consumption leads to inevitable



environmental degradation. The idea that humans are “future eaters” serves as a metaphor for
modern societies that deplete resources without regard for future generations.

By learning from history, policymakers and individuals can adopt more sustainable
practices—whether in agriculture, forestry, or urban development—to avoid repeating the mistakes
of the past.

Incorporating Indigenous Wisdom into Conservation

Flannery’s highlighting of Indigenous land management has influenced contemporary environmental
strategies. Many conservation projects in Australia now seek to integrate traditional ecological
knowledge, recognizing that Indigenous practices often promote biodiversity and ecosystem health.

This approach fosters collaboration between scientists and Indigenous communities, paving the way
for more effective stewardship of natural resources.

Tim Flannery’s Broader Influence and Continuing Work

*The Future Eaters* was a turning point in Tim Flannery’s career, but it was just the beginning of
his efforts to address environmental issues. Since its publication, Flannery has become a leading
advocate for climate action, writing extensively on global warming, renewable energy, and species
conservation.

His ability to communicate complex scientific concepts in accessible language has made him a
trusted figure among both policymakers and the general public. Flannery’s work continues to inspire
a generation of environmentalists who see the interconnectedness of human activity and the natural
world.

Books and Media Beyond The Future Eaters

Following *The Future Eaters*, Flannery authored several other influential books, such as *The
Weather Makers* and *Here on Earth*, which further explore climate science and humanity’s role
on the planet. He has also appeared in documentaries and public talks, using multiple platforms to
raise awareness about the urgent need for ecological sustainability.

For those interested in understanding how history, culture, and science intersect in environmental
issues, exploring Flannery’s wider body of work provides valuable context and inspiration.

Why The Future Eaters Still Matters Today

More than two decades after its release, *The Future Eaters* remains relevant because it addresses
fundamental questions about the relationship between humans and nature. In a world facing
unprecedented environmental challenges, the book’s message about responsibility, foresight, and



respect for ecological boundaries is more important than ever.

Flannery’s narrative encourages readers to reflect on how their lifestyles impact the planet and to
consider ways to live more harmoniously within Earth’s ecosystems. Whether you’re a student,
environmental professional, or simply curious about Australia’s natural history, *The Future Eaters*
offers profound insights that resonate far beyond its pages.

---

Exploring *The Future Eaters* by Tim Flannery invites us to rethink the way we interact with our
environment. By understanding the past, especially through the lens of Australia’s unique ecological
journey, we gain perspective on how to nurture a sustainable future. Tim Flannery’s work remains a
vital touchstone for anyone committed to preserving biodiversity and fostering a balanced
coexistence between humans and the natural world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Future Eaters' by Tim Flannery about?
'The Future Eaters' is a book by Tim Flannery that explores the ecological history of Australia,
explaining how humans have significantly impacted the continent's environment and wildlife since
their arrival.

Who is Tim Flannery, the author of 'The Future Eaters'?
Tim Flannery is an Australian scientist, environmentalist, and author known for his work in
paleontology, ecology, and climate change advocacy, with 'The Future Eaters' being one of his most
influential books.

Why is 'The Future Eaters' considered important in
environmental literature?
'The Future Eaters' is important because it combines scientific research with accessible storytelling
to highlight human-driven ecological changes, emphasizing the consequences of overconsumption of
natural resources.

How does 'The Future Eaters' explain the impact of humans on
Australian ecology?
The book explains that humans, as 'future eaters,' consume resources faster than they can be
replenished, leading to species extinctions, habitat destruction, and long-term ecological changes in
Australia.

What lessons does Tim Flannery convey in 'The Future Eaters'



for today's environmental challenges?
Flannery warns that continued overconsumption and disregard for ecological limits could lead to
irreversible damage to ecosystems, advocating for sustainable resource management and
conservation efforts.

Has 'The Future Eaters' influenced environmental policy or
public opinion?
Yes, 'The Future Eaters' has influenced environmental awareness in Australia and internationally,
encouraging discussions on sustainable living and the impact of human activity on the planet.

Are there any critiques or controversies related to 'The Future
Eaters'?
Some critics argue that Flannery's interpretations of historical ecological changes may be
speculative or overly deterministic, but overall the book is praised for its insightful synthesis of
science and environmental history.

Additional Resources
The Future Eaters Tim Flannery: Exploring Humanity’s Impact on Ecosystems

the future eaters tim flannery is a phrase synonymous with one of the most influential ecological
and historical analyses of human interaction with the environment, particularly in Australasia. Tim
Flannery’s seminal work, "The Future Eaters," published in 1994, offers a profound investigation
into the patterns of human consumption and the consequences of these behaviors on ecosystems,
species extinction, and environmental sustainability. This article delves into Flannery’s thesis, the
significance of his research, and its enduring relevance in contemporary discussions on
environmental stewardship and anthropogenic change.

Understanding The Future Eaters: Tim Flannery’s
Groundbreaking Thesis

At its core, "The Future Eaters" is a multidisciplinary examination that combines paleontology,
archaeology, anthropology, and ecology to unravel the complex relationship between early human
settlers and the environments they inhabited. Tim Flannery, an Australian scientist and writer,
presents the idea that humans—particularly the first settlers of Australia and New Zealand—acted as
“future eaters.” This concept refers to humanity’s tendency to consume resources at a rate that
jeopardizes the sustainability of ecosystems and the survival of other species.

Flannery’s book is structured around the ecological history of Australasia, where the arrival of
humans approximately 50,000 years ago coincided with the extinction of a significant portion of
megafauna. The book argues that early human hunting and land management practices set in motion
a pattern of ecological disruption, which has continued through successive waves of settlement and



colonization.

Key Themes and Arguments in The Future Eaters

One of the central arguments Flannery advances is that humans are unique among species in their
ability to alter entire ecosystems, often with irreversible consequences. Unlike other animals,
humans do not simply consume what exists but actively reshape their environment to suit their
needs, frequently at the expense of biodiversity and ecological balance.

Some of the key themes include:

Human-driven extinction: Flannery links the disappearance of Australia’s megafauna to
overhunting and habitat modification by early humans.

Ecological naivety and consumption patterns: The book describes how indigenous
populations initially lived in relative harmony with nature but eventually adopted consumption
patterns that depleted resources.

Colonial impact and environmental degradation: European colonization amplified
ecological damage through deforestation, introduction of invasive species, and intensive
agriculture.

Future sustainability challenges: Flannery warns that current trends in resource use could
lead to catastrophic environmental consequences if unchecked.

The Historical and Scientific Context of Flannery’s
Work

"The Future Eaters" is not just a narrative about past events; it is grounded in rigorous scientific
data and historical records. Flannery draws on fossil evidence, archaeological findings, and
ecological modeling to substantiate his claims. His interdisciplinary approach made the book stand
out at the time of publication, bridging gaps between the natural sciences and humanities.

The scientific community has largely recognized the validity of Flannery’s insights, although some
debate remains regarding the relative impact of humans versus climate change on megafauna
extinctions. Nonetheless, his work has contributed significantly to the field of conservation biology,
particularly in Australasia.

Comparing The Future Eaters to Other Environmental
Narratives



Flannery’s narrative contrasts with other environmental theories that emphasize natural climatic
fluctuations as the primary driver of ecological change. While acknowledging climatic factors, "The
Future Eaters" places human agency at the forefront, arguing that anthropogenic effects have been
decisive in shaping landscapes and biodiversity.

This perspective aligns with broader discussions about the Anthropocene—the current geological
epoch defined by human influence on the planet. Flannery’s early articulation of humans as “future
eaters” foreshadowed many contemporary debates on sustainability and environmental ethics.

Contemporary Relevance and Legacy of The Future
Eaters Tim Flannery

More than two decades after its publication, "The Future Eaters" remains a vital reference point for
environmentalists, policymakers, and educators. The book’s message resonates in ongoing concerns
about climate change, habitat loss, and species extinction. Flannery’s call for a more conscious and
responsible approach to resource consumption is echoed in global movements advocating
sustainable development and ecological preservation.

Influence on Australian Environmental Policy and Public
Awareness

In Australia, the book helped elevate public understanding of the continent’s unique ecological
history and the long-term consequences of human settlement. Flannery’s role as a scientist and
public intellectual has furthered discussions on conservation strategies, indigenous land
management, and climate adaptation.

His advocacy for integrating indigenous knowledge and modern science reflects a growing
recognition that sustainable futures depend on a synthesis of diverse perspectives and practices.

Critiques and Limitations

While widely praised, "The Future Eaters" has faced critique for occasionally generalizing
indigenous practices and underestimating the complexity of pre-colonial ecosystems. Some scholars
argue that the book’s framing risks simplifying human-environment interactions into a narrative of
inevitable destruction.

Nonetheless, these critiques do not diminish the book’s value as a catalyst for important
conversations about humanity’s environmental responsibilities.

Tim Flannery’s Broader Contributions to



Environmental Science

Beyond "The Future Eaters," Tim Flannery has authored numerous works and contributed
extensively to climate science, biodiversity research, and environmental policy. His role as a
communicator has been instrumental in shaping public discourse around global warming and
conservation challenges.

Flannery’s ability to synthesize scientific knowledge with accessible storytelling has made him a
prominent figure in environmental literature, inspiring both academic inquiry and grassroots
activism.

Key Features of Flannery’s Approach

Interdisciplinary methodology: Combining paleontology, anthropology, and ecology for
holistic insights.

Emphasis on long-term environmental impacts: Highlighting historical precedents for
modern challenges.

Engagement with indigenous knowledge: Recognizing traditional ecological wisdom as
vital for sustainability.

Advocacy for policy change: Translating scientific findings into actionable
recommendations.

The future eaters tim flannery remains a phrase that encapsulates a warning and an invitation—to
understand the past, acknowledge the present, and rethink how humanity interacts with its
environment. As global ecological crises intensify, the insights from Flannery’s work offer valuable
perspectives for navigating the uncertain path ahead.

The Future Eaters Tim Flannery

  the future eaters tim flannery: The Future Eaters Tim Flannery, 2002 In this illustrated
ecological history, acclaimed scientist and historian Flannery follows the environment of the islands
through the age of dinosaurs to the age of mammals and the arrival of humans, to the European
colonizers and industrial society. Penetrating, gripping, and provocative, this book combines natural
history, anthropology, and ecology on an epic scale. Illustrations.
  the future eaters tim flannery: Maps of Time David Christian, 2011-09 Introducing a novel
perspective on the study of history, David Christian views the interaction of the natural world with
the more recent arrivals in flora & fauna, including human beings.
  the future eaters tim flannery: Future Eaters Timothy Fridtjof Flannery, 1994
  the future eaters tim flannery: Indigenous Peoples and the Collaborative Stewardship of

https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-148/the-future-eaters-tim-flannery.pdf


Nature Anne Ross, 2011 Involving Indigenous peoples and traditional knowledge into natural
resource management produces more equitable and successful outcomes. Unfortunately, argue Anne
Ross and co-authors, even many “progressive” methods fail to produce truly equal partnerships. This
book offers a comprehensive and global overview of the theoretical, methodological, and practical
dimensions of co-management. The authors critically evaluate the range of management options that
claim to have integrated Indigenous peoples and knowledge, and then outline an innovative,
alternative model of co-management, the Indigenous Stewardship Model. They provide detailed case
studies and concrete details for application in a variety of contexts. Broad in coverage and uniting
robust theoretical insights with applied detail, this book is ideal for scholars and students as well as
for professionals in resource management and policy.
  the future eaters tim flannery: The Eternal Frontier Tim Flannery, 2018-11-20 A
comprehensive history of the continent, full of engaging and attention-catching information about
North America's geology, climate, and paleontology ( The Washington Post Book World). Here, the
rock star of modern science tells the unforgettable story of the geological and biological evolution of
the North American continent, from the time of the asteroid strike that wiped out the dinosaurs 65
million years ago to the present day (Jared Diamond, Pulitzer Prize–winning author of Guns, Germs,
and Steel). Flannery describes the development of North America's deciduous forests and other
flora, and tracks the migrations of various animals to and from Europe, Asia, and South America,
showing how plant and animal species have either adapted or become extinct. The story spans the
massive changes wrought by the ice ages and the coming of the Native Americans. It continues right
up to the present, covering the deforestation of the Northeast, the decimation of the buffalo, and
other consequences of frontier settlement and the industrial development of the United States. This
is science writing at its very best—both an engrossing narrative and a scholarly trove of information
that will forever change your perspective on the North American continent ( The New York Review
of Books).
  the future eaters tim flannery: Natural Gain in the Grazing Lands of Southern Australia David
Floyd Smith, 2000 The central theme of this text is that the introduction of agricultural and pastoral
systems in Australia's temperate grazing lands has often created dynamic and sustaining
ecosystems. The author argues that while these ecosystems are not native, and while they are not
problem-free, they have made an immense contribution to the building of the country - largely in
terms of increased soil fertility. This has been done by adding trace elements, superphosphate and
legumes, thereby developing a new ecosystem, probably just as self-sustaining as the one it
replaced.
  the future eaters tim flannery: The Self-destruction of the West Damien François, 2007
Voilà désormais plus de 10 000 ans que la civilisation occidentale s'est installée et voilà 10 000 ans
qu'elle viole le sens même de la nature : la vie. En s'appropriant sans concession ce qui l'entourait,
l'homme de l'Ouest a vu son horizon ployer sous la charge de la destruction qu'il lui avait lui-même
réalisée. Sommes-nous des lycanthropes ou des vampires? Ces monstres si terrifiants qui sortent de
notre imagination sont-ils en réalité la copie de notre comportement dévastateur? Prédateurs, nous
pompons sans remords les énergies qui nous entourent. Jusqu'où ira-t-on?.
  the future eaters tim flannery: Organizational Change for Corporate Sustainability
Suzanne Benn, Melissa Edwards, Tim Williams, 2018-07-11 Since this classic book was first
published in 2003, sustainability has increasingly been accepted as standard business practice for
leading corporations, while the science itself has revealed how human activity has become the
dominant force influencing irreversible changes in the planetary systems. The fourth edition of this
trailblazing book on corporate sustainability provides new insights into how organizations can
transition towards a more responsible way of conducting their business. It charts new thinking on
value creation, business models and organizational purpose as the basis of a broader-based
transition to a sustainable society. The sustainability phase model has been substantially revised to
incorporate emergent approaches in sustainable supply chain management, strategic sustainability,
sustainability-oriented innovation and new business models. There is a companion website that



contains a range of materials to support learning. This new edition with the authors’ unified
approach to sustainable business reshapes its plan of action to bring about corporate change by
drawing in new management theory and practice on strategy-making and leadership, making it core
reading for students and researchers of sustainability and business, organizational change and
corporate social responsibility.
  the future eaters tim flannery: Economics and the Environment Ian Wills, 2020-09-13
Coordinating our use of the earth's natural resources is not easy. Resource users are many, their
goals diverse, and their impacts on the environment often uncertain. How we use those resources
depends on the signals and incentives we receive, from either the market or our governments. These
systems encourage certain uses of natural resources, but they are not perfect. We harm the
environment not out of malice, but because we do not know the consequences of our actions, or the
incentives for harm are too great to ignore. Economics and the Environment argues that, by
lowering the cost and improving the quality of the necessary signals and incentives, we can better
reconcile our diverse interests in the environment. It introduces an economic way of thinking about
environmental issues, without assuming a background in economics: * how the economy and the
environment interact * how resource use is coordinated in ideal market and planned economies * the
barriers to ideal signalling and incentives in real markets and real government planning * the
economist's tools for dealing with natural resource issues * the uncertainty and complexity of
environmental issues: climate change, water rights, air pollution and overharvesting of common
resources. This second edition of Economics and the Environment is fully updated and includes new
material on sustainability, valuation of environmental changes, the prospects for international
cooperation under the Kyoto Protocol and the problems of defining and enforcing measures to
protect biodiversity. It offers students in both economics and environmental studies programs a
coherent framework for understanding our major environmental problems. 'Ian Wills succeeds in
providing a fresh perspective . . . a very interesting and informative textbook.' Economic Record
  the future eaters tim flannery: Beyond Drought Linda Courtenay Botterill, Melanie Fisher,
2003-10-28 The unpredictability of Australia’s climate poses real challenges for practices that were
developed based on the relative predictability of a European climate. More recently, policy has been
moving towards accepting drought as a reality, rejecting the notion that it is a natural disaster in
favour of an approach based on risk management. However, the level of public debate during a
drought event suggests that this policy approach has not been widely understood or accepted. Media
reporting of drought rapidly adopts disaster-related language and the organisation of relief appeals
reinforces the impression that drought is an aberration rather than a normal part of Australia’s
climate patterns. Beyond Drought provides a multi-disciplinary discussion aimed at increasing the
level of understanding of drought’s many facets and its impact on the environment, communities and
the economy. It introduces a range of perspectives in order to emphasise the complexity of drought
policy. The book cuts through the often emotional debate that occurs during a drought event, aiming
to stimulate reasoned discussion about the best way that Australian farmers and the broader
community can live with the vagaries of an uncertain climate.
  the future eaters tim flannery: Understanding the Environment R. Quentin Grafton, 2005
This major publication brings together some of the world's leading environmental researchers in the
life sciences, physical sciences, social sciences and humanities to bridge the disciplinary divides in
understanding the environment. The connections the book makes across multiple domains provide
fresh insights into how we comprehend and how we might confront environmental challenges.
  the future eaters tim flannery: Rewilding the World Caroline Fraser, 2014-04-29 A gripping
account of the environmental crusade to save the world's most endangered species and
landscapes—the last best hope for preserving our natural home Scientists worldwide are warning of
the looming extinction of thousands of species, from tigers and polar bears to rare flowers, birds,
and insects. If the destruction continues, a third of all plants and animals could disappear by
2050—and with them earth's life-support ecosystems that provide our food, water, medicine, and
natural defenses against climate change. Now Caroline Fraser offers the first definitive account of a



visionary campaign to confront this crisis: rewilding. Breathtaking in scope and ambition, rewilding
aims to save species by restoring habitats, reviving migration corridors, and brokering peace
between people and predators. Traveling with wildlife biologists and conservationists, Fraser reports
on the vast projects that are turning Europe's former Iron Curtain into a greenbelt, creating
trans-frontier Peace Parks to renew elephant routes throughout Africa, and linking protected areas
from the Yukon to Mexico and beyond. An inspiring story of scientific discovery and grassroots
action, Rewilding the World offers hope for a richer, wilder future.
  the future eaters tim flannery: The Laws of Yesterday’s Wars Samuel C. Duckett White,
2021-12-20 This book offers a culture-by-culture account of various unique restrictions placed on
warfare over time, in a bid to demonstrate the underlying humanity often accompanying the horrors
of war. It offers the first systematic exploration of Indigenous Australian laws of war, relaying
decades of experience in communities. Containing essays by a range of laws of war academics and
practitioners, this volume is a starting point in a new debate on the question: how international is
international humanitarian law? See also its companion volume The Laws of Yesterday's Wars 2:
From Ancient India to East Africa
  the future eaters tim flannery: Empire, Colony, Genocide A. Dirk Moses, 2008-06-01 In 1944,
Raphael Lemkin coined the term “genocide” to describe a foreign occupation that destroyed or
permanently crippled a subject population. In this tradition, Empire, Colony, Genocide embeds
genocide in the epochal geopolitical transformations of the past 500 years: the European
colonization of the globe, the rise and fall of the continental land empires, violent decolonization,
and the formation of nation states. It thereby challenges the customary focus on twentieth-century
mass crimes and shows that genocide and “ethnic cleansing” have been intrinsic to imperial
expansion. The complexity of the colonial encounter is reflected in the contrast between the
insurgent identities and genocidal strategies that subaltern peoples sometimes developed to expel
the occupiers, and those local elites and creole groups that the occupiers sought to co-opt.
Presenting case studies on the Americas, Australia, Africa, Asia, the Ottoman Empire, Imperial
Russia, and the Nazi “Third Reich,” leading authorities examine the colonial dimension of the
genocide concept as well as the imperial systems and discourses that enabled conquest. Empire,
Colony, Genocide is a world history of genocide that highlights what Lemkin called “the role of the
human group and its tribulations.”
  the future eaters tim flannery: What is Environmental History? J. Donald Hughes, 2016-01-11
What is environmental history? It is a kind of history that seeks understanding of human beings as
they have lived, worked, and thought in relationship to the rest of nature through the changes
brought by time. In this new edition of his seminal student textbook, J. Donald Hughes provides a
masterful overview of the thinkers, topics, and perspectives that have come to constitute the exciting
discipline that is environmental history. He does so on a global scale, drawing together disparate
trends from a rich variety of countries into a unified whole, illuminating trends and key themes in
the process. Those already familiar with the discipline will find themselves invited to think about the
subject in a new way. This new edition has been updated to reflect recent developments, trends, and
new work in environmental history, as well as a brand new note on its possible future. Students and
scholars new to environmental history will find the book both an indispensable guide and a rich
source of inspiration for future work.
  the future eaters tim flannery: Plato's Revenge William Ophuls, 2011-08-19 A provocative
essay that imagines a truly ecological future based on political transformation rather than the
superficialities of “sustainability.” In this provocative call for a new ecological politics, William
Ophuls starts from a radical premise: “sustainability” is impossible. We are on an industrial Titanic,
fueled by rapidly depleting stocks of fossil hydrocarbons. Making the deck chairs from recyclable
materials and feeding the boilers with biofuels is futile. In the end, the ship is doomed by the laws of
thermodynamics and by the implacable biological and geological limits that are already beginning to
pinch. Ophuls warns us that we are headed for a postindustrial future that, however technologically
sophisticated, will resemble the preindustrial past in many important respects. With Plato's



Revenge, Ophuls, author of Ecology and the Politics of Scarcity, envisions political and social
transformations that will lead to a new natural-law politics based on the realities of ecology, physics,
and psychology. In a discussion that ranges widely—from ecology to quantum physics to Jungian
psychology to Eastern religion to Western political philosophy—Ophuls argues for an essentially
Platonic politics of consciousness dedicated to inner cultivation rather than outward expansion and
the pursuit of perpetual growth. We would then achieve a way of life that is materially and
institutionally simple but culturally and spiritually rich, one in which humanity flourishes in harmony
with nature.
  the future eaters tim flannery: The Rough Guide to Sydney Margo Daly, 2003 The Rough
Guide to Sydney is the ultimate handbook to this vibrant city. Features include: - Full-colour section
introducing Sydney's highlights. - Lively coverage of every attraction, from catching a wave at Bondi
Beach or scaling the Harbour Bridge to watching a film under the stars. - Critical reviews of
restaurants and accommodation for every price range, plus the lowdown on the best places to drink,
dance, swim and shop. - Detailed accounts of city escapes including wine tasting in the Hunter
Valley, bushwalking in the Blue Mountains and cruising on the Hawkesbury River. - Maps and plans
covering the city and day-trips.
  the future eaters tim flannery: Into the Unknown Michael P. Ghiglieri, 2024-09-15 Veteran
wilderness guide Michael P. Ghiglieri takes you into the unknown—among white-water rapids,
crocodiles, hippos, gorillas, lions, and impossible waterfalls. His riveting memoir not only serves up
true high adventure, it also presents the ecology, natural history, conservation (or the lack of it), and
exploration history of nine far-flung wilderness regions across the globe—including the
never-to-be-repeated white-water run on the Colorado River through the Grand Canyon during the
Bureau of Reclamation’s 1983 super flood of ninety-seven thousand cubic feet per second; the first
summit-to-sea descent of the Alas River exploring Sumatra’s new Gunung Leuser National Park, a
last redoubt for wild orangutans and other rare species; and the “impossible” run of the Alsek River
from the Yukon to Alaska in the world’s largest international conservation area. Into the Unknown
reveals what the natural world looks like through a professional’s eyes during “adventure” travel,
when things start sliding toward the edge. This insider memoir recounts ten sagas of extreme
expeditions into Earth’s most amazing wilderness regions to illustrate their realities, science, allure,
history, risks to life and limb, and ultimate fates. Many of these regions have now vanished to
“progress.” Others are imperiled. Only a few are protected. But all are, or were, places where exotic
beauty and danger are inseparable.
  the future eaters tim flannery: SALT Summaries Stewart Brand, 2011-09-19 Condensed ideas
about long-term thinking summarized by Stewart Brand (with Kevin Kelly, Alexander Rose and Paul
Saffo) and a foreword by Brian Eno. These are summaries of talks by Jared Diamond, Craig Venter,
Bruce Sterling, Jill Tarter, Martin Rees, Clay Shirky, Niall Ferguson, Jimmy Wales, Mary Catherine
Bateson, Paul Hawken, Vernor Vinge, Ray Kurzweil, Sam Harris, Will Wright, Orville Schell, Nassim
Taleb, Michael Pollan, Wade Davis, Lera Boroditsky, David Eagleman, Richard Rhodes, Paul Romer,
Matt Ridley and more... [SALT stands for Seminars About Long-term Thinking. The SALT talks are a
monthly speaking series organized in San Francisco by The Long Now Foundation.]
  the future eaters tim flannery: The Post-Pandemic World John Erik Meyer, 2022-03-15 The
Covid-19 pandemic is a repeating biophysical shock yet one for which our current socio-economic
structure was not prepared. Climate change, scarcity, depletion of natural resources, and the
inevitable transition to renewable energy are one time events. Taken together, they present an
existential threat to human society. This book is a guide to navigating these megatrends, which
confront us now but whose consequences will unfold over decades. By presenting clear options on
the path to a renewable energy future, this book gives readers a broad perspective as well as
detailed, well-illustrated examples to weigh in making decisions which will secure stability and
prosperity for their families, their communities and their nations.
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