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The Entertainer Piano Sheet Music: A Timeless Classic for Every Pianist

the entertainer piano sheet music holds a special place in the hearts of pianists and music
enthusiasts alike. Composed by Scott Joplin in 1902, this ragtime masterpiece has transcended
generations and remains one of the most beloved piano pieces worldwide. Whether you are a
beginner eager to tackle a piece with lively rhythms or an advanced player looking to perfect your
technique, exploring the entertainer piano sheet music opens a window to the rich heritage of
ragtime music and offers a delightful challenge.

The History Behind The Entertainer

Before diving into the sheet music itself, it’s worth understanding the context of The Entertainer.
Scott Joplin, often hailed as the “King of Ragtime,” composed The Entertainer during the early 20th
century when ragtime was sweeping across America. This genre is characterized by its syncopated
rhythms and lively melodies, blending African American musical traditions with European classical
influences.

The Entertainer gained renewed popularity after being featured in the 1973 film *The Sting*,
performed by Marvin Hamlisch. This revival introduced ragtime to a new generation and solidified
The Entertainer as a staple in piano repertoires. Knowing this background enriches the experience
of learning the piece and appreciating its rhythmic complexity and charm.

Understanding The Entertainer Piano Sheet Music

The entertainer piano sheet music is typically arranged for solo piano and is known for its catchy
melody paired with a syncopated left-hand accompaniment. If you’re looking to find the sheet music,
you’ll come across various editions ranging from simplified versions for beginners to advanced
arrangements that capture every nuance of Joplin’s original composition.

Key Features of The Sheet Music

- **Ragtime Rhythm:** The hallmark of the piece is its syncopation, where the melody plays off-beat
rhythms that create a playful bounce.
- **Form and Structure:** The piece follows a classic ragtime form, often structured in multiple
strains (sections), each with distinct melodic ideas.
- **Technical Demands:** While accessible to intermediate players, mastering the entertainer piano
sheet music requires attention to hand independence, precise timing, and dynamic expression.
- **Notation Details:** Look for clear articulation marks, tempo indications, and sometimes
fingerings that help guide the player through tricky passages.



Where to Find The Entertainer Piano Sheet Music

Thanks to its public domain status, The Entertainer’s sheet music is widely available online for free
or through reputable music publishers. Websites like IMSLP offer scanned versions of the original
score, while commercial platforms provide professionally engraved editions, often accompanied by
practice tips or backing tracks. Music stores and digital marketplaces also sell arrangements
catering to different skill levels.

Tips for Learning The Entertainer on Piano

Learning The Entertainer piano sheet music can be a rewarding journey, but it requires strategic
practice to tackle its rhythmic challenges and lively tempo. Here are some tips to help you along the
way:

1. Break It Down Into Sections

The piece is typically divided into multiple sections or strains. Start by learning one strain at a time,
focusing on mastering the rhythm and melody separately before combining hands.

2. Practice Hands Separately

Given the independence required between the right hand’s melody and the left hand’s syncopated
accompaniment, practicing hands separately can build confidence and accuracy.

3. Use a Metronome

Maintaining a steady tempo is crucial in ragtime. A metronome helps internalize the bounce and
prevents rushing, especially in tricky syncopated sections.

4. Pay Attention to Articulation

Joplin’s piece relies on crisp articulation and dynamic contrasts to bring the music to life. Use
staccatos, accents, and dynamics as indicated in the sheet music to capture the ragtime spirit.

5. Listen to Recordings

Familiarize yourself with various interpretations of The Entertainer. Listening to professional
pianists can provide insights into phrasing, tempo, and overall feel.



The Benefits of Playing The Entertainer

Beyond its infectious melody, playing The Entertainer piano sheet music offers numerous benefits
for pianists:

Rhythmic Precision: The syncopated rhythms improve your timing and sense of groove.

Hand Independence: The contrasting parts for each hand develop coordination and
dexterity.

Musical Expression: Ragtime encourages expressive playing, helping you explore dynamics
and articulation.

Historical Appreciation: Learning this piece connects you to the early 20th-century
American musical landscape.

Exploring Different Arrangements of The Entertainer

Depending on your skill level and musical goals, you can choose from various arrangements of The
Entertainer piano sheet music:

Beginner Versions

Simplified editions reduce the complexity of the left-hand accompaniment and slow down the tempo,
allowing newer pianists to grasp the melody and basic rhythms without feeling overwhelmed.

Intermediate and Advanced Editions

More challenging arrangements preserve the original syncopation and include additional
embellishments or ornamentation. These versions demand greater technical control and nuanced
expression.

Jazz and Modern Interpretations

Some musicians explore jazz-infused variations or improvisations based on The Entertainer,
expanding the ragtime roots into contemporary styles.



Using The Entertainer in Performances and Teaching

The entertainer piano sheet music is a favorite choice for recitals, community concerts, and teaching
settings. Its recognizable melody engages audiences and offers students a chance to showcase
rhythmic sophistication.

Teachers often use this piece to introduce students to syncopation and ragtime style, encouraging
them to embrace rhythmic freedom within structured notation. In performance, The Entertainer’s
upbeat character can energize programs and provide a refreshing contrast to classical repertoire.

Incorporating The Entertainer into Your Practice Routine

If you’re serious about improving your piano skills, integrating The Entertainer into your practice
routine can be highly beneficial. Consider alternating it with classical études or contemporary pieces
to diversify your musical exposure and technical development.

Final Thoughts on The Entertainer Piano Sheet Music

The entertainer piano sheet music is more than just a piece to learn; it’s a vibrant journey into a
pivotal era of American music history. Its lively rhythms, memorable melodies, and technical
demands make it a cherished challenge for pianists of all levels. Whether you’re drawn to its catchy
tune, historical significance, or the sheer joy of ragtime, studying and playing The Entertainer
enriches your musical repertoire and deepens your appreciation for this timeless genre.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find free sheet music for 'The Entertainer' by
Scott Joplin?
You can find free sheet music for 'The Entertainer' on websites like IMSLP, 8notes, and MuseScore,
where public domain compositions are shared.

Is 'The Entertainer' piano sheet music suitable for beginners?
'The Entertainer' is generally considered an intermediate-level piece due to its syncopation and hand
coordination, so it may be challenging for complete beginners.

Are there simplified versions of 'The Entertainer' piano sheet
music available?
Yes, many music publishers and websites offer simplified arrangements of 'The Entertainer' that are
easier for beginners to learn.



Can I purchase 'The Entertainer' piano sheet music online?
Yes, 'The Entertainer' sheet music is widely available for purchase on platforms like Sheet Music
Plus, Musicnotes, and Amazon.

What is the original key of 'The Entertainer' piano sheet
music?
'The Entertainer' was originally composed in the key of C major, making it accessible for many
pianists.

Are there any video tutorials that use 'The Entertainer' piano
sheet music?
Yes, many piano tutorial videos on YouTube provide step-by-step instructions for playing 'The
Entertainer,' often with on-screen sheet music.

Can 'The Entertainer' piano sheet music be used for
performance or just practice?
'The Entertainer' sheet music can be used both for practice and performance; it is a popular piece in
recitals and concerts.

What edition of 'The Entertainer' sheet music is most
recommended?
The edition published by Hal Leonard is highly recommended for its accurate transcription and clear
notation.

Is 'The Entertainer' available in digital sheet music format?
Yes, digital sheet music for 'The Entertainer' can be purchased and downloaded instantly from
various online music stores.

How long does it typically take to learn 'The Entertainer' on
piano using sheet music?
The time to learn 'The Entertainer' varies depending on skill level, but an intermediate pianist might
take several weeks of regular practice to master it.

Additional Resources
The Entertainer Piano Sheet Music: A Timeless Classic for Pianists

the entertainer piano sheet music remains one of the most sought-after and frequently
performed pieces in the realm of piano music. Composed by Scott Joplin in the early 20th century,



this ragtime composition has transcended its original period to become a staple for both amateur
and professional pianists worldwide. The timeless appeal of "The Entertainer" lies not only in its
catchy melodies and rhythmic complexity but also in its cultural significance as a symbol of ragtime
music’s golden era. For musicians and music educators alike, the availability and quality of The
Entertainer piano sheet music play a critical role in both learning and performing this iconic piece.

The Historical Context and Popularity of The
Entertainer

Scott Joplin, often referred to as the "King of Ragtime," composed The Entertainer in 1902. This
piece quickly gained popularity during the ragtime era, but it experienced a significant resurgence
in the 1970s after being featured prominently in the film "The Sting." The renewed interest
introduced Joplin’s work to new generations, leading to widespread demand for The Entertainer
piano sheet music in various formats.

The composition’s blend of syncopated rhythms and melodic charm makes it a perfect example of
ragtime music’s unique style. Its structure, typically consisting of multiple themes and a steady,
danceable tempo, offers pianists an engaging challenge. Consequently, the sheet music for The
Entertainer is available in numerous arrangements, catering to different skill levels and performance
contexts.

Varieties of The Entertainer Piano Sheet Music

The Entertainer piano sheet music comes in a broad spectrum of editions, from beginner-friendly
simplified versions to complex, elaborate arrangements for advanced pianists. Understanding these
variations is essential for musicians when selecting the appropriate sheet music.

Original Ragtime Arrangement: This version stays true to Joplin’s original score, preserving
its intricate syncopations and traditional ragtime feel. It is often recommended for
intermediate to advanced pianists due to its technical demands.

Simplified Versions: To accommodate learners, many publishers offer simplified adaptations
that reduce the difficulty level by simplifying rhythms and hand coordination. These are ideal
for beginners and young students.

Arrangements for Different Instruments: While primarily for piano, The Entertainer sheet
music is also transcribed for other instruments and ensembles, including guitar and orchestral
versions, expanding its accessibility.

Digital and Interactive Sheet Music: With technological advancements, digital versions
featuring interactive elements, such as playback and annotation tools, have become
increasingly popular, making practice more engaging.



Technical and Musical Features of The Entertainer
Sheet Music

Analyzing The Entertainer piano sheet music reveals a composition rich in musical features that both
challenge and delight pianists. The piece is structured around a series of themes, each showcasing
distinctive rhythmic and melodic motifs characteristic of ragtime.

Rhythm and Syncopation

One of the defining characteristics of The Entertainer is its syncopated rhythm. The right hand
typically plays offbeat melodies that contrast with the steady left hand, which maintains a march-like
bass pattern. This interplay creates a lively and engaging texture that requires precise timing and
coordination.

Melodic Phrasing and Dynamics

The sheet music includes clear dynamic markings and phrasing cues that guide performers in
expressing the playful and buoyant character of the piece. Mastering these nuances is crucial for
delivering an authentic ragtime performance rather than a mechanical rendition.

Technical Demands

While simplified versions exist, the original sheet music demands advanced finger dexterity and
control. Pianists must navigate rapid passages, hand crossings, and dynamic contrasts, all of which
contribute to the piece’s expressive potential.

Accessing and Choosing The Entertainer Piano Sheet
Music

For musicians interested in exploring The Entertainer, selecting the right sheet music is essential.
The availability of this composition spans multiple platforms, including physical sheet music stores,
online retailers, and free public domain resources.

Purchasing from Reputable Publishers

Well-known music publishers such as Hal Leonard, Alfred Music, and Dover Publications provide
professionally engraved editions with accurate notation and helpful annotations. These editions often
come with supplementary materials like performance notes and historical background, adding
educational value.



Digital Sheet Music Platforms

Platforms such as Musicnotes, Sheet Music Plus, and IMSLP offer digital downloads of The
Entertainer piano sheet music. IMSLP, in particular, provides access to public domain scores,
including Joplin’s original manuscripts, which are valuable for those interested in historical
authenticity.

Considerations When Selecting Sheet Music

When choosing sheet music, pianists should consider:

Skill level compatibility – ensuring the arrangement matches their playing ability.1.

Edition quality – accurate transcription and clear notation are vital for effective practice.2.

Additional resources – performance tips, fingering suggestions, and historical notes can3.
enhance learning.

Format preference – printed copies versus digital formats with interactive features.4.

The Role of The Entertainer in Piano Education and
Performance

The Entertainer piano sheet music is not only a concert favorite but also a pedagogical tool. Its
engaging melody and rhythmic challenges make it an ideal piece for teaching concepts such as
syncopation, phrasing, and ragtime style.

Many piano instructors incorporate The Entertainer into their curriculum to motivate students by
exposing them to a piece that is both enjoyable and historically significant. The variety of available
arrangements helps tailor the learning experience to individual skill levels.

On the performance front, The Entertainer remains a crowd-pleaser in recitals and competitions. Its
recognizability allows performers to connect with audiences, while its technical demands provide an
opportunity to showcase virtuosity.

Pros and Cons of Using The Entertainer Sheet Music for
Learning

Pros: Encourages rhythmic precision, introduces ragtime style, widely available in various
difficulty levels, culturally significant.



Cons: Original versions can be technically demanding, some simplified arrangements may
sacrifice authenticity, requires careful attention to syncopation which can be challenging for
beginners.

Exploring The Entertainer piano sheet music offers musicians a gateway into the rich tradition of
ragtime music. Whether approached as a study piece or a performance work, the composition
continues to inspire and challenge pianists across the globe. Its enduring popularity underscores the
importance of accessible, high-quality sheet music editions that honor Scott Joplin’s legacy while
meeting the diverse needs of today’s performers.

The Entertainer Piano Sheet Music

  the entertainer piano sheet music: The Scores of Scott Joplin - The Entertainer - Sheet
Music for Piano Scott Joplin, 2018-02-22 Featuring the piano sheet music for Scott Joplin’s classic
ragtime score ‘The Entertainer’. Originally composed in 1902, ‘The Entertainer’ helped Scott Joplin
to achieve fame for his ragtime compositions and eventually led to him becoming known as the king
of ragtime. The famous song became the theme music for The Sting (1973) an Oscar-winning film.
Read Books’ Classic Music Collection constitutes an extensive library of the most well-known works
of music ever composed, and this wonderful ragtime piano composition has been reproduced in a
beautiful new edition for the enjoyment of musicians and music students the world over.
  the entertainer piano sheet music: Joplin - The Entertainer Scott Joplin, The Entertainer -
Scott Joplin / Piano Sheet Music
  the entertainer piano sheet music: The Entertainer Scott Joplin, Willard A. Palmer,
2005-05-03 Simplified Masterwork Solo for Early Intermediate Piano.
  the entertainer piano sheet music: Jazz Ronald D. Lankford, Jr., 2011-04-27 Jazz's influence
on music in the twentieth century is unparalleled, with derivatives including bebop, funk, hip-hop,
psychedelic rock, reggae, Latin soul, and ska. This comprehensive survey of jazz music dives deep
into the origins of the genre and explores the history of jazz from its early roots in West African
drumming to its modern interpretations. Readers will learn about the defining eras of jazz,
pioneering jazz musicians, and the political and historical legacy of this music style.
  the entertainer piano sheet music: Encyclopedia of Arkansas Music Ali Welky, Mike
Keckhaver, 2013-09-01 Includes bibliographical references and indexes.
  the entertainer piano sheet music: The Amateur Entertainer Crest Trading Company, New
York, 1904
  the entertainer piano sheet music: Complete piano rags Scott Joplin, David A. Jasen,
1988-01-01 Reprinted from the publishers' original editions, offers all thirty-eight piano rags by the
respected master of the form, along with the original sheet music covers.
  the entertainer piano sheet music: Music Apps for Musicians and Music Teachers
Elizabeth C. Axford, 2015-02-19 In today’s digital age, learning and creating music has never been
so easy and affordable. Anyone can enhance their musical knowledge, skills, and creativity with the
multitude of music apps available. However, sifting through thousands of music apps in the Apple
App Store and Google Play can be a daunting task for any musician or music instructor. But not
anymore! Having spent countless hours researching the most interesting useful, educational, fun,
and easy-to-use music apps, Elizabeth C. Axford in Music Apps for Musicians and Music Teachers
surveys the landscape of music-related apps for both iOS and Android mobile devices, including
tablets and smartphones. Music Apps for Musicians and Music Teachers lists hundreds of

https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-148/the-entertainer-piano-sheet-music.pdf


music-related apps organized by category, including singing, musical instruments, music theory and
composition, songwriting, improvisation, recording, evaluating music performances, listening to
music, music history and literature, music appreciation, and more. App developers are listed with
each app, including links to their websites for updates and support. The book sections and chapters
align with the newly revised National Standards for Music Education released in 2014 by the
National Association for Music Education. Suggested activities for educators are provided, as well as
key terms and a bibliography. Music Apps for Musicians and Music Teachers is for anyone interested
in music, whether hobbyist or professional. It enhances the ability to learn on the go by offering
musicians, music students, and music instructors a list of the most useful music apps available.
  the entertainer piano sheet music: Joplin's Ghost Tananarive Due, 2005-09-20 *From the
author of The Reformatory—A New York Times Notable Book of 2023* In this chilling historical
novel that's part love story, part ghost story, a female singer's life spins horrifically out of control as
a long-dead music legend chooses her to continue his legacy. When Phoenix Smalls was ten, she
nearly died at her parents' jazz club when she was crushed by a turn-of-the-century piano. Now
twenty-four, Phoenix is launching a career as an R&B singer. She's living out her dreams and seems
destined for fame and fortune. But a chance visit to a historical site in St. Louis ignites a series of
bizarre, erotic encounters with a spirit who may be the King of Ragtime, Scott Joplin. The sound of
Scott Joplin is strange enough to the ears of the hip-hop generation. But the idea that these antique
sounds are being channeled through Phoenix? Her life is suddenly hanging in the balance. How will
she find her true voice and calling? Can the power of her own inner song give Phoenix the strength
to fight to live out her own future? Or will she be forever trapped in Scott Joplin's doomed, tragic
past? Stunningly original, Joplin's Ghost is a novel filled with art and intrigue—and is sure to bring
music to readers' ears.
  the entertainer piano sheet music: The Following Girls Louise Levene, 2014-02-13 When
Amanda Baker was 14 she found a letter written by her runaway mother to her unborn child: 'Dear
Jeremy' it began 'or Amanda...'. Now Baker is sixteen and sick of her lot as she moves miserably
between lessons, her only solace her fifth form gang – the four Mandies – and a low-calorie diet of
king-sized cigarettes. That is, until she teams up with Julia Smith, games captain and consummate
game player. And so begins a passionate friendship that will threaten her future, menace her sanity
and risk the betrayal of everything and everyone she holds dear.
  the entertainer piano sheet music: Music of the First World War Don Tyler, 2016-03-21
This book discusses WWI-era music in a historical context, explaining music's importance at home
and abroad during WWI as well as examining what music was being sung, played, and danced to
during the years prior to America's involvement in the Great War. Why was music so important to
soldiers abroad during World War I? What role did music—ranging from classical to theater music,
rags, and early jazz—play on the American homefront? Music of the First World War explores the
tremendous importance of music during the years of the Great War—when communication
technologies were extremely limited and music often took the place of connecting directly with loved
ones or reminiscing via recorded images. The book's chapters cover music's contribution to the war
effort; the variety of war-related songs, popular hits, and top recording artists of the war years; the
music of Broadway shows and other theater productions; and important composers and lyricists. The
author also explores the development of the fledgling recording industry at this time.
  the entertainer piano sheet music: Popular Fads and Crazes through American History
Nancy Hendricks, 2018-08-17 This informative two-volume set provides readers with an
understanding of the fads and crazes that have taken America by storm from colonial times to the
present. Entries cover a range of topics, including food, entertainment, fashion, music, and
language. Why could hula hoops and TV westerns only have been found in every household in the
1950s? What murdered Russian princess can be seen in one of the first documented selfies, taken in
1914? This book answers those questions and more in its documentation of all of the most
captivating trends that have defined American popular culture since before the country began.
Entries are well-researched and alphabetized by decade. At the start of every section is an insightful



historical overview of the decade, and the set uniquely illustrates what today's readers have in
common with the past. It also contains a Glossary of Slang for each decade as well as a bibliography,
plus suggestions for further reading for each entry. Students and readers interested in history will
enjoy discovering trends through the years in such areas as fashion, movies, music, and sports.
  the entertainer piano sheet music: The SAGE International Encyclopedia of Music and
Culture Janet Sturman, 2019-02-26 The SAGE Encyclopedia of Music and Culture presents key
concepts in the study of music in its cultural context and provides an introduction to the discipline of
ethnomusicology, its methods, concerns, and its contributions to knowledge and understanding of
the world's musical cultures, styles, and practices. The diverse voices of contributors to this
encyclopedia confirm ethnomusicology's fundamental ethos of inclusion and respect for diversity.
Combined, the multiplicity of topics and approaches are presented in an easy-to-search A-Z format
and offer a fresh perspective on the field and the subject of music in culture. Key features include:
Approximately 730 signed articles, authored by prominent scholars, are arranged A-to-Z and
published in a choice of print or electronic editions Pedagogical elements include Further Readings
and Cross References to conclude each article and a Reader’s Guide in the front matter organizing
entries by broad topical or thematic areas Back matter includes an annotated Resource Guide to
further research (journals, books, and associations), an appendix listing notable archives, libraries,
and museums, and a detailed Index The Index, Reader’s Guide themes, and Cross References
combine for thorough search-and-browse capabilities in the electronic edition
  the entertainer piano sheet music: Believe Me Eddie Izzard, Laura Zigman, 2017 Critically
acclaimed, award-winning British comedian and actor Eddie Izzard details his childhood, his first
performances on the streets of London, his ascent to worldwide success on stage and screen, and his
comedy shows which have won over audiences around the world--
  the entertainer piano sheet music: Perfect Lives Polly Samson, 2016-03-22 In an English
seaside town, lovers and children, men and women weave in and out of each other's lives and
stories. A mother is tormented by her daughter's tattoo; another only pretends to love her baby. A
wife stalks her husband and his new lover; a broken egg through a mailbox tells a story that will not
go away; the cat thinks he knows best. Threaded throughout are longings for love and poignant
disappointments, surprising pleasures and temptations. Some will fall but some, like the small boy at
the circus who sees his babysitter fly past on a trapeze wearing little more than a blue bra and
spangles, will retain their feeling of awe. The stories in Perfect Lives are rueful, knowing, witty,
poignant, bashful, bold. Polly Samson's genius is in the nuance.
  the entertainer piano sheet music: Catalog of Copyright Entries Library of Congress.
Copyright Office, 1962
  the entertainer piano sheet music: The Life and Times of Cozy Eggleston and His Jazz Band
Connie J. Eggleston MSW CPM, 2023-05-13 When jazz evolved in the United States there were many
genres such as Bebop and Hard Bop. Cozy Eggleston was born in the small town of Cairo, Illinois.
He was a self-taught saxophonist who had high aspirations to become a successful jazz musician.
Cozy came along in the era when saxophonist Lester The Prez Young was Boss on the scene. Prez
became Cozy's idol the day they met. Cozy wrote a song called Big Heavy. During that time jazz
music was really popping. Cozy's song Big Heavy, became a giant hit! Cozy decided to travel cross
country with his wife Marie, who played alto sax, to promote his trending hit. There was a problem,
however. This loving couple had two precocious toddlers and a cuddly infant baby girl with an
insatiable appetite. Who on earth could care for this precious cargo? In those days, musicians
traveled in caravans across the country to various gigs. They faced many challenges along the way.
However, it didn't deter them from giving their audience a phenomenal jazz experience! They
continued their travels on those dark, lonely, and what proved to be treacherous, roads. Many nights
they would drive, perform, and then drive some more in search of a place to rest. No matter how
strange and uncomfortable their sleeping arrangement, Cozy always found a way to cozy-up to
Marie. Cozy and Marie had a life-altering event, later in their blissful journey, that would change
their lives forever! From its beginning to now, jazz continues to flourish through new categories



such as modern and smooth jazz. Thanks to musicians like Cozy, Prez, and many others, today's jazz
musicians are keeping it all-the-way live!
  the entertainer piano sheet music: Duke Ellington Stephanie Stein Crease, 2009-02-01
Duke Ellington, one of the most influential figures in American music, comes alive in this
comprehensive biography with engaging activities. Ellington was an accomplished and influential
jazz pianist, composer, band leader, and cultural diplomat. Activities include creating a ragtime
rhythm, making a washtub bass, writing song lyrics, thinking like an arranger, and learning to dance
the Lindy Hop. It explores Ellington's life and career along with many topics related to African
American history, including the Harlem Renaissance. Kids will learn about the musical evolution of
jazz that coincided with Ellington's long life from ragtime through the big band era on up to the
1970s. Kids learn how music technology has changed over the years from piano rolls to record
albums through CDs, television, and portable music devices. The extensive resources include a time
line, glossary, list of Ellington's greatest recordings, related books, Web sites, and DVDs for further
study.
  the entertainer piano sheet music: The British Catalogue of Music , 1976
  the entertainer piano sheet music: King of Ragtime Edward A. Berlin, 2016-03-30 When it
was first published in 1994, King of Ragtime: Scott Joplin and his Era was widely heralded not only
as the most thorough investigation of Scott Joplin's life and music, but also as a gripping read,
almost a detective story. This new and expanded edition-more than a third larger than the first-goes
far beyond the original publication in uncovering new details of the composer's life and insights into
his music. It explores Joplin's early, pre-ragtime career as a quartet singer, a period of his life that
was previously unknown. The book also surveys the nature of ragtime before Joplin entered the
ragtime scene and how he changed the style. Author Edward A. Berlin offers insightful commentary
on each of all of Joplin's works, showing his influence on other ragtime and non-ragtime composers.
He traces too Joplin's continued music studies late in life, and how these reflect his dedication to
education and probably account for the radical changes that occur in his last few rags. And he puts
new emphasis on Joplin's efforts in musical theater, bringing in early versions of his Ragtime Dance
and its precedents. Joplin's wife Freddie is shown to be a major inspiration to his opera
Treemonisha, with her family background and values being reflected in that work. Joplin's reputation
faded in the 1920s-30s, but interest in his music slowly re-emerged in the 1940s and gradually built
toward a spectacular revival in the 1970s, when major battles ensued for possession of rights.
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