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Studies in the Horror Film Stanley Kubrick’s The Shining

Studies in the horror film Stanley Kubrick’s The Shining open a fascinating window into one of
cinema’s most enduring and enigmatic masterpieces. Since its release in 1980, Kubrick’s adaptation of
Stephen King’s novel has sparked endless analysis, debate, and admiration for its complex narrative,
haunting visuals, and psychological depth. This film is not just a straightforward horror story; it’s a rich
text brimming with symbolism, thematic layers, and cinematic innovation. Exploring the various studies
surrounding The Shining reveals how Kubrick’s craftsmanship creates an unsettling experience that

continues to captivate scholars, critics, and horror enthusiasts alike.

Unpacking the Psychological Horror in The Shining

One of the primary areas of study in the horror film Stanley Kubrick’s The Shining revolves around its
psychological horror elements. Unlike many traditional horror films that rely heavily on jump scares or
gore, The Shining delves deeply into the human psyche, exploring themes of madness, isolation, and
familial breakdown. Jack Torrance’s descent into insanity is portrayed with chilling subtlety, making

viewers question the very nature of reality within the film.

Psychological studies often highlight Kubrick’s use of the Overlook Hotel as a metaphor for the mind’s
labyrinthine corridors. The vast, empty hallways and the eerie, almost alive hotel itself represent Jack’s
fragmented mental state. The oppressive isolation in the winter season exacerbates his unraveling

sanity, illustrating how environment and psychological stress intertwine to produce horror.



Symbolism and Ambiguity: A Rich Field for Interpretation

A significant part of studies in the horror film Stanley Kubrick’s The Shining involves decoding its
abundant symbolism. From the mysterious Room 237 to the infamous hedge maze, every element
seems deliberately crafted to evoke deeper meanings. Scholars have explored how the film uses

symbols to represent trauma, repression, and even historical violence.

The ambiguity Kubrick maintains throughout the film invites viewers to interpret scenes in multiple
ways. For example, the ghostly apparitions and supernatural events might be real or manifestations of
Jack’s deteriorating mind. This open-endedness keeps audiences engaged and encourages repeated

viewings, which is a hallmark of many great horror films.

The Cinematic Techniques That Heighten Terror

Another crucial angle in studies in the horror film Stanley Kubrick’s The Shining is the innovative
cinematic techniques Kubrick employed to create an unsettling atmosphere. His mastery of camera

work, sound design, and visual composition significantly contributes to the film’s enduring impact.

The Impact of the Steadicam and Cinematography

Kubrick’s use of the Steadicam—a relatively new technology at the time—allowed for fluid, eerie
tracking shots that follow characters through the Overlook Hotel’s vast interiors. These shots, such as
Danny’s tricycle ride through the long corridors, immerse the audience in the hotel’s unsettling

environment, building suspense without overt horror cues.

The symmetrical framing and stark lighting choices further enhance the surreal, dreamlike quality of
the film. Kubrick’s meticulous control over every frame contributes to a feeling of unease that pervades

the movie from start to finish.



Sound and Music: Creating an Auditory Nightmare

Sound design is another area where studies in the horror film Stanley Kubrick’s The Shining spotlight
Kubrick’s genius. The film’s soundtrack, blending avant-garde compositions by Wendy Carlos and
Rachel Elkind with classical pieces, creates a haunting atmosphere that complements the visual

tension.

The use of silence and ambient noise, such as the creaking hotel or the haunting whispers, amplifies
the suspense. Kubrick’s sound choices subtly manipulate viewers’ emotions, making the horror feel

both intimate and cosmic.

The Role of Family Dynamics and Domestic Horror

While The Shining is often categorized as a supernatural horror, studies in the horror film Stanley
Kubrick’s The Shining also emphasize its status as a domestic horror story. The film explores the
breakdown of the Torrance family, with Jack’s growing violence threatening his wife Wendy and son

Danny.

Exploring Toxic Masculinity and Patriarchy

Jack’s character is frequently examined as a representation of toxic masculinity and patriarchal failure.
His frustration, alcoholism, and aggression escalate as he feels emasculated and powerless, both in
his career and family life. This dynamic is central to the film’s tension, as the terror is not only external

but deeply personal.



Childhood Trauma and Psychic Abilities

Danny’s “shining” psychic powers provide a unique lens through which the film studies childhood
trauma and perception. His ability to see the hotel’s dark past and foresee danger makes him both
vulnerable and crucial to the narrative. Scholars have analyzed how Danny’s innocence contrasts with
the malevolent forces around him, emphasizing themes of lost childhood and innocence corrupted by

violence.

Historical and Cultural Contexts Behind The Shining

Studies in the horror film Stanley Kubrick’s The Shining often extend beyond the narrative to consider
the historical and cultural background influencing the film. Some interpretations suggest that the
Overlook Hotel represents American history’s darker facets, including genocide, colonialism, and the

repression of uncomfortable truths.

Allegories of American Violence

Certain scenes, such as the photograph from 1921 featuring Jack among a crowd of smiling hotel
guests, have sparked debate about the film’s commentary on cyclical violence and historical repetition.
The Overlook Hotel could be viewed as a symbol for a haunted America, where past atrocities lurk

beneath a polished surface.

Influence of Native American History

The hotel’s decoration, which includes Native American motifs, has been interpreted as a subtle nod to
the displacement and suffering of indigenous peoples. This layer adds a chilling cultural dimension to

the film’s atmosphere, connecting personal horror with collective historical trauma.



Why Studies in the Horror Film Stanley Kubrick’s The Shining

Matter Today

Decades after its release, The Shining remains a crucial subject of academic and fan study because it
challenges conventional horror narratives and offers a rich, multi-layered text to analyze. Its blend of
psychological tension, visual mastery, and thematic complexity ensures it stays relevant in discussions

about horror as a genre and cinema as an art form.

For those interested in film studies, horror theory, or cinematic storytelling, diving into analyses of
Kubrick’s The Shining provides valuable insights into how horror can transcend scares and become a

profound exploration of human fears and societal issues.

By engaging with these studies, viewers gain not only a deeper appreciation of Kubrick’s
craftsmanship but also a better understanding of how horror films can reflect and interrogate the
darkest corners of the human experience. Whether you’re a casual fan or a serious scholar, The
Shining offers endless material to explore and interpret, making it a timeless classic in the horror film

canon.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in Stanley Kubrick's The Shining?

The Shining explores themes such as isolation, madness, the supernatural, and the disintegration of

family dynamics under extreme stress.

How does Kubrick use cinematography to enhance the horror in The
Shining?

Kubrick employs techniques like the Steadicam for smooth, eerie tracking shots, symmetrical framing,



and wide-angle lenses to create a sense of unease and claustrophobia.

In what ways does The Shining differ from Stephen King's original
novel?

Kubrick's adaptation places more emphasis on psychological horror and ambiguity, altering characters'

personalities and certain plot points to create a more unsettling atmosphere.

How is the theme of isolation depicted in The Shining?

Isolation is portrayed through the setting of the remote Overlook Hotel during winter, which cuts off the

characters from the outside world, exacerbating Jack Torrance's mental breakdown.

What role does the Overlook Hotel itself play in the horror of The
Shining?

The Overlook Hotel acts almost as a character itself, embodying malevolent supernatural forces and

symbolizing the entrapment and madness experienced by the characters.

How does Kubrick's use of sound design contribute to the film's
terrifying atmosphere?

The sound design includes unsettling ambient noises, discordant music, and silence to heighten

tension and immerse the audience in the film’s disturbing mood.

What psychological interpretations have scholars made about Jack
Torrance's descent into madness?

Scholars interpret Jack's madness as a combination of personal demons, alcoholism, and the hotel’s

supernatural influence, reflecting themes of internal and external evil.



How do the film's visual motifs contribute to its horror elements?

Recurring motifs such as the maze, mirrors, and the number 237 symbolize entrapment, duality, and

mystery, reinforcing the film’s eerie and unsettling tone.

What significance does the ending of The Shining hold in film studies?

The ambiguous ending invites multiple interpretations about time, reality, and Jack's fate, making it a

subject of extensive analysis regarding narrative closure and horror.

How has The Shining influenced contemporary horror cinema?

The Shining has influenced horror films with its psychological complexity, innovative camera work, and

atmospheric tension, setting a standard for slow-building horror and unsettling storytelling.

Additional Resources

Studies in the Horror Film Stanley Kubrick’s The Shining: An In-Depth Exploration

studies in the horror film stanley kubricks the shining reveal a complex interplay of cinematic
techniques, thematic depth, and psychological terror that have solidified the film as a cornerstone of
the horror genre. Since its release in 1980, Kubrick’s adaptation of Stephen King’s novel has invited
extensive academic and critical examination due to its ambiguous narrative, visual symbolism, and
unsettling atmosphere. This article delves into the various dimensions that studies in the horror film
Stanley Kubrick’s The Shining have uncovered, from its use of space and sound to its psychological

undercurrents and cultural impact.

Visual and Cinematic Techniques in The Shining

One of the most frequently analyzed aspects in studies in the horror film Stanley Kubrick’s The Shining



is the director’s pioneering use of cinematography. Kubrick’s collaboration with cinematographer John
Alcott produced a visual style that is both haunting and meticulously composed. The film is notable for
its use of the Steadicam, an innovative technology at the time, which allowed for smooth, continuous
tracking shots. These shots follow Danny Torrance’s eerie rides on his tricycle through the Overlook
Hotel’s labyrinthine corridors, creating a sense of disorientation and suspense that is central to the

film’s psychological horror.

Kubrick’s framing and composition further contribute to the unsettling atmosphere. Symmetry and
wide-angle shots emphasize the vast, oppressive space of the hotel, making characters appear
isolated and vulnerable. This spatial manipulation has been the subject of numerous scholarly articles
exploring how the Overlook Hotel functions almost as a character itself—an embodiment of madness
and supernatural menace. The interplay of light and shadow, particularly in scenes involving the
spectral characters, enhances the film’s chilling aesthetic without relying heavily on gore or jump

scares.

The Role of Sound and Music

In parallel with its visual strategies, The Shining’s sound design and musical score play crucial roles in
building tension and unease. Studies in the horror film Stanley Kubrick’s The Shining often highlight
the film’s use of avant-garde classical music, including compositions by Gyérgy Ligeti and Krzysztof
Penderecki. These dissonant, atonal pieces disrupt traditional narrative flow and evoke a dreamlike,

nightmarish quality.

Additionally, the film’s minimalistic soundscapes—such as the echoing footsteps, the distant whispers,
and the haunting creaks of the hotel—amplify the feeling of isolation. The deliberate layering of ambient
sounds immerses viewers in a psychological experience, blurring the line between reality and
hallucination. This sound design approach aligns with Kubrick’s intent to evoke fear through

atmosphere rather than explicit violence.



Thematic and Psychological Dimensions

Underpinning the film’s aesthetic brilliance are complex themes that have been extensively analyzed in
studies in the horror film Stanley Kubrick’s The Shining. Central among these is the exploration of
madness and the breakdown of the family unit. Jack Torrance’s descent into insanity is portrayed not
simply as a supernatural curse but as a psychological unraveling exacerbated by isolation and latent
violence. The film’s ambiguous narrative invites interpretations related to alcoholism, domestic abuse,
and inherited trauma, positioning The Shining as a psychological horror as much as a supernatural

thriller.

Isolation and Madness

The setting of the Overlook Hotel during the off-season becomes a crucible for isolation, a theme that
studies in the horror film Stanley Kubrick’s The Shining frequently emphasize. The physical seclusion
mirrors Jack’s mental isolation, reinforcing his increasing detachment from reality. Scholars have
compared this portrayal to broader societal fears of alienation and mental iliness, making the film

resonate beyond its immediate horror context.

Symbolism and Hidden Meanings

Kubrick’s penchant for layered symbolism invites rich analysis. From the mysterious Room 237 to the
recurring motif of the number 42, the film is populated with enigmatic elements that fuel endless
speculation. For instance, the use of mirrors and doubles throughout the film is often interpreted as a
representation of dual identities or fractured psyches. Academic studies also explore possible subtexts
related to historical atrocities and cultural anxieties, highlighting Kubrick’s meticulous attention to detail

and the film’s capacity for multiple readings.



Comparative Studies: The Shining vs. Stephen King’s Novel

A significant portion of discourse in studies in the horror film Stanley Kubrick’s The Shining involves
comparing Kubrick’s cinematic vision with Stephen King’s original novel. While the film retains the
novel’s basic premise, Kubrick’s adaptation diverges notably in tone, character development, and
thematic focus. King himself has been openly critical of the film’s coldness and ambiguity, particularly

regarding the character of Jack Torrance.

e Character Portrayal: Kubrick’s Jack is more overtly menacing and unstable from the outset,

whereas King’s version presents a more gradual decline.

e Supernatural Elements: The film adopts a more ambiguous approach to the supernatural, leaving

room for psychological explanations, unlike the novel’s more explicit ghostly presence.

¢ Family Dynamics: The film explores family dysfunction with a colder, more detached lens,

intensifying the horror but sacrificing some emotional depth found in the book.

These differences have been dissected in numerous scholarly articles, which evaluate how Kubrick’s

stylistic choices impact the narrative’s psychological complexity and horror effectiveness.

The Shining’s Enduring Influence and Critical Reception

More than four decades after its release, studies in the horror film Stanley Kubrick’s The Shining
continue to examine its cultural significance and influence on the genre. Initially met with mixed
reviews, the film has since been canonized as a masterpiece of horror cinema. lts impact extends

beyond film studies into psychology, architecture, and cultural theory.



Critics praise the film’s ability to evoke fear through suggestion and atmosphere rather than explicit
violence, inspiring generations of flmmakers. The Overlook Hotel’s design, for example, has been
studied for its uncanny architecture that enhances psychological horror. Moreover, the film’s open-
ended narrative encourages ongoing debate, ensuring its relevance in academic and fan communities

alike.

Kubrick’s The Shining has also been cited in numerous lists of the greatest horror films ever made,
frequently appearing alongside works that redefine genre conventions. Its innovative use of technology,
combined with its thematic depth, positions it as a benchmark for horror studies and cinematic

excellence.

The complexity revealed through studies in the horror film Stanley Kubrick’s The Shining not only
enriches the viewing experience but also underscores the film’s status as an artistic and intellectual
touchstone. By blending technical mastery with profound psychological inquiry, Kubrick created a film

whose mysteries continue to captivate and disturb audiences worldwide.

Studies In The Horror Film Stanley Kubricks The Shining

studies in the horror film stanley kubricks the shining: Stanley Kubrick's The Shining
Danel Olson, 2015

studies in the horror film stanley kubricks the shining: Stanley Kubrick's the Shining J.
W. Rinzler, 2024 In 1966 Stanley Kubrick told a friend that he wanted to make the world's scariest
movie. A decade later Stephen King's The Shining landed on the director's desk, and a visual
masterpiece was born. This definitive compendium of the film features hundreds of photographs,
rare production ephemera, and extensive interviews with the cast and crew.

studies in the horror film stanley kubricks the shining: Studies in the Horror Film: Stanley
Kubrick's the Shining Tony Magistrale, John Baxter, 2018-10-02 Massive collection of new essays on
The Shining with new interviews with the cast and crew.

studies in the horror film stanley kubricks the shining: The Shining Laura Mee,
2017-09-28 Taking a fresh look at The Shining (1980), this book situates the film within the history
of the horror genre. It explores Stanley Kubrick's filmmaking style, use of dark humor, and
ambiguous approach to supernatural storytelling and analyzes the choices made in adapting King's
book.

studies in the horror film stanley kubricks the shining: The Bloomsbury Companion to
Stanley Kubrick I.Q. Hunter, Nathan Abrams, 2021-01-14 Stanley Kubrick is one of the most revered
directors in cinema history. His 13 films, including classics such as Paths of Glory, 2001: A Space
Odyssey, A Clockwork Orange, Barry Lyndon, and The Shining, attracted controversy, acclaim, a
devoted cult following, and enormous critical interest. With this comprehensive guide to the key
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contexts - industrial and cultural, as well as aesthetic and critical - the themes of Kubrick's films sum
up the current vibrant state of Kubrick studies. Bringing together an international team of leading
scholars and emergent voices, this Companion provides comprehensive coverage of Stanley
Kubrick's contribution to cinema. After a substantial introduction outlining Kubrick's life and career
and the film's production and reception contexts, the volume consists of 39 contributions on key
themes that both summarise previous work and offer new, often archive-based, state-of-the-art
research. In addition, it is specifically tailored to the needs of students wanting an authoritative,
accessible overview of academic work on Kubrick.

studies in the horror film stanley kubricks the shining: The Shining Kevin J. Donnelly,
2018-06-05 Stanley Kubrick’s The Shining (1980) is an esteemed member of the twentieth century’s
pantheon of outstanding films while also perhaps being the director’s most accessible film. It is a
rarity in that on the one hand it was a successful mainstream horror film about a violent father in a
deserted and haunted hotel, but on the other is a more rarefied and esoteric object for cult
audiences who are convinced that the film means something totally different. Indeed, the film
appears replete with enigmatic and provocative allusions, which provide The Shining with an almost
unmatched sense of resonance. Seeing the film as a vehicle for secret messages has led to a myriad
of different interpretations, which has helped elevate the film’s cult status over the years to make it
a special case in cinema. Indeed, it is so singular that it arguably even redefines the notion of cult
film. This volume investigates The Shining’s most fascinating aspects as a film while also addressing
the range of meanings and interpretations assigned to the film, looking into what has made it one of
the key cult films of the last half century.

studies in the horror film stanley kubricks the shining: Cult Film as a Guide to Life 1.Q.
Hunter, 2016-09-08 A collection of closely related essays on cult film, cult adaptations, and cultism
as a way of life.

studies in the horror film stanley kubricks the shining: Reading the Bible with Horror
Brandon R. Grafius, 2019-10-25 In Reading the Bible with Horror, Brandon R. Grafius takes the
reader on a whirlwind tour through the dark corners of the Hebrew Bible. Along the way, he stops to
place the monstrous Leviathan in conversation with contemporary monster theory, uses Derrida to
help explore the ghosts that haunt the biblical landscape, and reads the House of David as a haunted
house. Conversations arise between unexpected sources, such as the Pentateuch legal texts dealing
with female sexuality and Carrie. Throughout the book, Grafius asks how the Hebrew Bible can be
both sacred text and tome of fright, and he explores the numerous ways in which the worlds of
religion and horror share uncomfortable spaces.

studies in the horror film stanley kubricks the shining: The Cinema of Norman Mailer
Justin Bozung, 2017-09-07 The Cinema of Norman Mailer: Film is Like Death not only examines the
enfant terrible writer's thoughts on cinema, but also features interviews with Norman Mailer
himself. The Cinema of Norman Mailer also explores Mailer's cinema through previously published
and newly commissioned essays written by an array of film and literary scholars, enthusiasts, and
those with a personal, philosophical connection to Mailer. This volume discusses the National Book
Award and Pulitzer Prize-winning author and filmmaker's six films created during the years of 1947
and 1987, and contends to show how Mailer's films can be best read as cinematic delineations that
visually represent many of the writer's metaphysical and ontological concerns and ideas that appear
in his texts from the 1950s until his passing in 2007. By re-examining Mailer's cinema through these
new perspectives, one may be awarded not just a deeper understanding of Mailer's desire to make
films, but also find a new, alternative vision of Mailer himself. Norman Mailer was not just a writer,
but more: he was one of the most influential Postmodern artists of the twentieth century with deep
roots in the cinema. He allowed the cinema to not only influence his aesthetic approach, but
sanctioned it as his easiest-crafted analogy for exploring sociological imagination in his writing.
Mailer once suggested, Film is legitimately more interesting than books... and with that in mind,
readers of Norman Mailer might begin to rethink his oeuvre through the viewfinder of the film
medium, as he was equally as passionate about working within cinema as he was about literature



itself.

studies in the horror film stanley kubricks the shining: 9/11 Gothic Danel Olson,
2021-09-21 Published to coincide with the twentieth anniversary of the World Trade Center attacks,
9/11 Gothic: Decrypting Ghosts and Trauma in New York City’s Terrorism Novels returns to the
ruins and anguish of 9/11 to pose a question not yet addressed by scholarship. Two time World
Fantasy Award-winning writer Danel Olson asks how, why, and where New York City novels capture
the terror of the Al-Qaeda mass murders through a supernatural lens. This book explores ghostly
presences from the world’s largest crime scene in novels by Don DelLillo, Jonathan Safran Foer,
Lynne Sharon Schwartz, Griffin Hansbury, and Patrick McGrath—all of whom have been called
writers of Gotham. Arguing how theories on trauma and the Gothic can combine to explain ghostly
encounters civilian survivors experience in fiction, Olson shares what those eerie meetings express
about grief, guilt, love, memory, sex, and suicidal urges. This book also explores why and how paths
to recovery open for these ghost-visited survivors in the fiction of catastrophe from the early
twenty-first century.

studies in the horror film stanley kubricks the shining: Violence in the Films of Stephen
King Michael ]. Blouin, Tony Magistrale, 2021-07-29 In Violence in the Films of Stephen King,
contributors analyze the theme of violence in the film adaptations of Stephen King’s work—ranging
from the earliest films in the King canonto his most recent iterations—through a variety of lenses.
Investigating the diverse and varying roles that violence continues to play as both the level of
violence and the gendered depictions of violence have evolved, many of the contributors come to the
conclusion that King’s films have grown more violent over time. This book also examines the fine line
between necessary violence and sensationalist violence, discussing the complexity of determining
what constitutes violence with a narrative and ethical significance versus violence intended solely to
titillate, repulse, or otherwise draw an emotional reaction from viewers. Scholars of film studies,
horror studies, literary studies, and gender studies will find this book particularly useful.

studies in the horror film stanley kubricks the shining: The Genius of Barry Lyndon
Patrick Webster, 2024-04-04 One of the most visually compelling films ever made, Barry Lyndon
can--and should, argues the author--be seen as Stanley Kubrick's masterpiece. This comprehensive
analysis examines such topics as the unique way in which Kubrick photographed the film, Kubrick's
subtle understanding of cinematic storytelling, the deliberate upturning of generic expectation, and
the eclectic use of music. It also provides a more rigorous reading of the film from a diverse range of
theoretical approaches: structuralist, feminist, psychoanalytical, Marxist and postcolonial readings.

studies in the horror film stanley kubricks the shining: Quintessential Jack Scott
Edwards, 2018-01-12 After several years of small roles and experimental screenwriting during his
early career, Jack Nicholson got his big break in 1969 with Easy Rider. The next year Five Easy
Pieces made him a star. Since then the 12-time Academy Award nominee has won Best Actor twice
(One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest and As Good as It Gets). This critical study examines each of
Nicholson's film roles, as well as his screenwriting and directorial efforts. Fascinating personal
insights are provided through interviews with stars such as Mews Small, James Hong, Millie Perkins,
Michael Margotta, Shirley Knight, Joe Turkel, Ed Nelson, Hazel Court, the Monkees, several Apollo
astronauts, Hell's Angel Sonny Barger, Peter Fonda, Bruce Dern, and many more.

studies in the horror film stanley kubricks the shining: Adapting Stephen King Joseph
Maddrey, 2021-07-26 Stephen King's fiction has formed the basis of more motion picture
adaptations than any other living author. Over half a century since his earliest publications,
Hollywood filmmakers continue to reinvent, reimagine, remake, and reboot King's stories, with
mixed results. This book, volume 1 in a series, examines the various screen adaptations of King's
first three novels: Carrie, Salem's Lot, and The Shining. Reaching further than questions of fidelity
to the author and adherence to directorial visions, it charts the development of each individual
adaptation from first option to final cut. Through old and new interviews with the writers, producers,
and directors of these films--as well as in-depth analyses of produced and unproduced screenplays--it
illuminates the adaptation process as an intricately collaborative endeavor. Rather than merely



synopsize the resulting stories, its goal is to compare, contrast, and contextualize each of these
adaptations as the products of their creators.

studies in the horror film stanley kubricks the shining: The Suspense of Horror and the
Horror of Suspense Maria Anastasova, 2018-10-12 This book presents a detailed academic study of
suspense building in Stephen King’s horror novels The Shining and Carrie and their respective film
adaptations. Two film versions of each book are taken into consideration - one released immediately
after the novel publication and one that appeared decades later. After providing a general idea of
what suspense as a phenomenon related to fiction is, the study establishes some repeated plot-bound
suspense motifs and episodes in the literary works, and traces their development in the films in
order to demonstrate the similarities and differences in the techniques of achieving suspense in
literature and in cinema. The model detailed here can also be used for individual or comparative
suspense analysis of other literary or cinematic works.

studies in the horror film stanley kubricks the shining: Household Horror Marc Olivier,
2020-02-11 A scholar examines 14 everyday objects featured in horror films and how they manifest
their power and speak to society’s fears. Take a tour of the house where a microwave killed a
gremlin, a typewriter made Jack a dull boy, a sewing machine fashioned Carrie’s prom dress, and
houseplants might kill you while you sleep. In Household Horror, Marc Olivier highlights the
wonder, fear, and terrifying dimension of objects in horror cinema. Inspired by object-oriented
ontology and the nonhuman turn in philosophy, Olivier places objects in film on par with humans,
arguing, for example, that a sleeper sofa is as much the star of Sisters as Margot Kidder, that The
Exorcist is about a possessed bed, and that Rosemary’s Baby is a conflict between herbal shakes and
prenatal vitamins. Household Horror reinvigorates horror film criticism by investigating the
unfathomable being of objects as seemingly benign as remotes, radiators, refrigerators, and dining
tables. Olivier questions what Hitchcock’s Psycho tells us about shower curtains. What can we learn
from Freddie Krueger’s greatest accomplice, the mattress? Room by room, Olivier considers the
dark side of fourteen household objects to demonstrate how the objects in these films manifest their
own power and connect with specific cultural fears and concerns. “Provides a lively and highly
original contribution to horror studies. As a work on cinema, it introduces the reader to films that
may be less well-known to casual fans and scholars; more conspicuously, it returns to horror staples,
gleefully reanimating works that one might otherwise assume had been critically “done to death”
(Psycho, The Exorcist, The Shining).” —Allan Cameron, University of Auckland

studies in the horror film stanley kubricks the shining: Ghosts in Popular Culture and
Legend June Michele Pulliam, Anthony J. Fonseca, 2016-09-26 With entries that range from specific
works to authors, folklore, and popular culture (including music, film, television, urban legend, and
gaming), this book provides a single-volume resource on all things ghostly in the United States and
in other countries. The concept of ghosts has been an ongoing and universal element in human
culture as far back as recorded history can document. In more modern popular culture and
entertainment, ghosts are a popular mainstay—from A Christmas Carol and Casper the Friendly
Ghost to The Amityville Horror, Ghostbusters, Poltergeist, The Sixth Sense, and Ghost Whisperer.
This book comprehensively examines ghost and spirit phenomena in all its incarnations to provide
readers with a holistic perspective on the subject. It presents insightful information about the
contribution of a specific work or author to establish or further the evolution of ghost lore, rather
than concentrating solely on the film, literature, music, or folklore itself. The book focuses on ghosts
in western culture but also provides information about spirit phenomena and lore in international
settings, as many of the trends in popular culture dealing with ghosts and spirits are informed by
authors and filmmakers from Germany, Japan, Korea, and the United Kingdom. The writers and
editors are experts and scholars in the field and enthusiastic fans of ghost lore, ghost films, ghost
hunting, and urban legends, resulting in entries that are informative and engaging—and make this
the most complete and current resource on ghost and spirit lore available.

studies in the horror film stanley kubricks the shining: After Kubrick Jeremi Szaniawski,
2020-02-20 Taking at its starting point the idea that Kubrick's cinema has constituted an intellectual,




cerebral, and philosophical maze in which many filmmakers (as well as thinkers and a substantial
fringe of the general public) have gotten lost at one point or another, this collection looks at the
legacy of Kubrick's films in the 21st century. The main avenues investigated are as follows: a look at
Kubrick's influence on his most illustrious followers (Paul Thomas Anderson, the Coen Brothers,
Christopher Nolan, Ridley Scott, and Lars von Trier, to name a few); Kubrick in critical reception;
Kubrick in stylistic (camera movements, set designs, music), thematic (artificial intelligence, new
frontiers- large and small), aesthetic (the question of genre, pastiche, stereoscopy) and political
terms (paranoia, democracy and secret societies, conspiracy theories). The contributions coalesce
around the concept of a Kubrickian substrate, rich and complex, which permeates our Western
cultural landscape very much to this day, informing and sometimes announcing/reflecting it in
twisted ways, 21 years after the director's death.

studies in the horror film stanley kubricks the shining: Reappraising Cult Horror Films Lee
Broughton, 2024-05-16 Identifies key - and in some cases previously overlooked - cult horror films
from around the world and reappraises them by approaching and interrogating them in new ways.
New productions in the horror genre occupy a prominent space within the cinematic landscape of
the 21st century, but the genre's back catalogue of older films refuses to be consigned to the motion
picture graveyard just yet. Interest in older horror films remains high, and an ever-increasing
number of these films have enjoyed an afterlife as cult movies thanks to regular film festival
screenings, television broadcasts and home video releases. Similarly, academic interest in the horror
genre has remained high. The frameworks applied by contributors to the collection include genre
studies, narrative theory, socio-political readings, aspects of cultural studies, gendered readings,
archival research, fan culture work, interviews with filmmakers, aspects of film historiography,
spatial theory and cult film theory. Covering a corpus of films that ranges from recognised cult
horror classics such as The Wicker Man, The Shining and Candyman to more obscure films like
Daughters of Darkness, The Legend of the 7 Golden Vampires, Shivers, Howling III: The Marsupials
and Inside, Broughton has curated an international selection of case studies that show the diverse
nature of the cult horror subgenre. Be they star-laden, stylish, violent, bizarre or simply little
heard-of obscurities, this book offers a multitude of new critical insights into a truly eclectic
selection of cult horror films.

studies in the horror film stanley kubricks the shining: Kubrick's Mitteleuropa Nathan
Abrams, Jeremi Szaniawski, 2024-10-01 Stanley Kubrick was arguably one of the most influential
American directors of the post-World War II era, and his Central European Jewish heritage, though
often overlooked, greatly influenced his oeuvre. Kubrick's Mitteleuropa explores this influence in
ways that range from his work with Hungarian and Polish composers Bela Bartok, Gyorgy Ligeti, and
Krzysztof Penderecki to the visual inspiration of artists such as Egon Schiele, Gustav Klimt, and
other central European Modernists. Beyond exploring the Mitteleuropa sensibility in Kubrick's films,
the contributions in this volume also provide important commentary on the reception of his films in
countries across Eastern Europe.
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