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Social Problems Sociology in Action: Understanding and Addressing Society’s Challenges

social problems sociology in action is a fascinating and vital area within the field of
sociology that involves not just studying social issues but actively engaging with them to
create meaningful change. It goes beyond theoretical analysis to explore how sociologists
and communities work together to tackle persistent problems like poverty, inequality,
discrimination, crime, and environmental degradation. This approach reflects the dynamic
nature of sociology as a discipline, where knowledge meets real-world application,
providing tools and insights to transform society for the better.

What Are Social Problems in Sociology?

Social problems are conditions or behaviors that negatively affect large numbers of people
and are considered undesirable by society. From a sociological perspective, these issues
are not just individual misfortunes but are rooted in structural factors and social
institutions. For example, unemployment isn’t simply a matter of individual failure; it often
reflects economic policies, educational disparities, and labor market dynamics.

Sociologists study these problems by examining the complex interplay between social
structures, cultural norms, and individual agency. They ask questions like: Why do certain
groups face systemic disadvantages? How do social institutions perpetuate inequality? And
what roles do power and privilege play in maintaining social order?

Social Problems Sociology in Action: Bridging
Theory and Practice

The phrase “social problems sociology in action” highlights the application of sociological
theories and methods to real-world social problems. It emphasizes the active role of
sociologists as advocates, educators, and change agents. Here’s how sociology becomes a
tool for social change:

Community Engagement and Participatory Research

One of the most impactful ways sociology is put into action is through participatory
research, where sociologists collaborate directly with affected communities. Unlike
traditional research that views subjects as mere data points, this approach values
community members as partners with valuable knowledge and insights.

By involving communities in identifying problems, devising solutions, and evaluating
outcomes, sociologists help empower marginalized groups and ensure interventions are
culturally sensitive and effective. This practice not only enriches academic understanding



but also fosters trust and long-term commitment to social justice.

Policy Advocacy and Social Reform

Sociologists often play crucial roles in shaping public policy. By providing evidence-based
analyses of social problems, they inform lawmakers and policymakers about the root
causes and potential solutions. For instance, research on the school-to-prison pipeline has
influenced juvenile justice reforms by highlighting systemic biases and recommending
alternative disciplinary approaches.

Through advocacy, sociologists work alongside NGOs, government agencies, and grassroots
movements to push for reforms that address inequality, improve public health, and
promote human rights. This active engagement underscores how sociology in action can
translate knowledge into impactful social change.

Examples of Social Problems Addressed Through
Sociology in Action

Social problems sociology in action spans a wide array of issues. Below are some key
examples where sociological insights have driven meaningful interventions.

Poverty and Economic Inequality

Poverty remains one of the most pressing social problems worldwide. Sociologists analyze
how economic systems, education disparities, and social policies contribute to persistent
poverty cycles. By collaborating with community organizations and policymakers, they help
design programs like job training, affordable housing initiatives, and social welfare reforms
that target structural barriers rather than just symptoms.

Racial and Ethnic Discrimination

Racism and ethnic discrimination are deeply embedded in many societies. Sociologists
explore how these issues manifest in education, employment, criminal justice, and
healthcare. Through action-oriented projects such as diversity training, anti-bias
campaigns, and legal reforms, sociology helps challenge systemic racism and promote
inclusion.

Gender Inequality and Social Justice

Gender-based social problems, including wage gaps, gender-based violence, and unequal
representation, are areas where sociology’s applied work is vital. By studying gender norms



and power relations, sociologists support feminist movements and advocate for policies
that promote equality and protect vulnerable populations.

Environmental Justice and Sustainability

Environmental issues are increasingly recognized as social problems with unequal impacts
on different communities. Sociology in action here involves working with affected
populations—often marginalized groups facing disproportionate environmental hazards—to
develop sustainable solutions and influence environmental policy.

Tools and Methods Used in Social Problems
Sociology in Action

Sociologists employ a variety of research methods and practical tools to understand and
address social problems effectively. These include:

Qualitative Research: Interviews, focus groups, and ethnographies provide deep
insights into people’s lived experiences, uncovering the nuances behind social issues.

Quantitative Analysis: Surveys and statistical data help identify patterns, measure
the scope of problems, and evaluate interventions.

Community-Based Participatory Research (CBPR): Engages communities as
equal partners in the research process, ensuring relevance and empowerment.

Advocacy and Public Sociology: Communicating findings to broader audiences,
including policymakers and the public, to foster awareness and drive reform.

Using these tools, sociologists can not only diagnose social problems but also collaborate
on practical solutions that are sustainable and equitable.

How Sociology Students Can Get Involved in
Social Problems in Action

For students and emerging sociologists, engaging with social problems sociology in action
offers invaluable experiences and the chance to make a difference early on. Here are some
ways to get involved:

Internships and Volunteer Work: Partner with community organizations, advocacy1.
groups, or social service agencies to gain hands-on experience.



Research Projects: Participate in or initiate research focused on current social2.
issues, preferably with a community-based or applied focus.

Campus Activism: Join or lead clubs and initiatives that address social justice,3.
equity, and inclusion on campus and beyond.

Public Engagement: Use social media, blogs, or local events to raise awareness and4.
educate others about pressing social problems.

These activities not only build practical skills but also foster a lifelong commitment to
applying sociology for the public good.

Challenges and Opportunities in Applying
Sociology to Social Problems

While social problems sociology in action holds great promise, it also faces challenges. One
major hurdle is bridging the gap between academic research and real-world practice.
Sometimes, sociological findings are complex and nuanced, making it difficult to
communicate them effectively to policymakers or the public.

Another challenge is maintaining ethical standards and respecting community autonomy
when engaging in participatory research or advocacy. Sociologists must navigate power
dynamics carefully to avoid imposing solutions rather than co-creating them.

However, these challenges come with exciting opportunities. Advances in technology and
data analytics enable more accurate and timely research. Increasing public interest in
social justice creates fertile ground for sociological expertise to influence change. Moreover,
interdisciplinary collaboration with fields like public health, economics, and environmental
science broadens the impact of sociology in action.

In essence, social problems sociology in action exemplifies the power of knowledge applied
with empathy and strategic effort. It transforms sociology from a purely academic pursuit
into a catalyst for social transformation, reminding us that understanding society is the first
step toward improving it.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are social problems in sociology?
Social problems in sociology refer to conditions or behaviors that negatively affect a
significant number of people in a society and are considered undesirable or harmful, such
as poverty, crime, and discrimination.



How does sociology help in addressing social problems?
Sociology helps by analyzing the root causes and social structures that contribute to social
problems, allowing for informed policies and interventions aimed at reducing or solving
these issues.

What role do social institutions play in social problems?
Social institutions like family, education, and government can both contribute to and help
resolve social problems by shaping norms, policies, and behaviors within society.

How can sociological research be applied in action to
solve social problems?
Sociological research provides data and insights that can inform public policy, community
programs, and advocacy efforts to effectively address social problems.

What is the significance of understanding social
inequality in sociology?
Understanding social inequality is crucial because it often underlies many social problems,
such as poverty, racism, and unequal access to resources, enabling targeted solutions.

How do cultural norms influence social problems?
Cultural norms shape individuals' behaviors and societal expectations, which can either
perpetuate social problems, like gender discrimination, or help mitigate them through
promoting inclusive values.

What is the difference between a social issue and a
social problem?
A social issue refers to a condition that affects a group of people and may be viewed
differently by society, while a social problem is a social issue recognized as harmful and in
need of change.

Can social problems be resolved completely?
While some social problems can be significantly alleviated through sustained efforts, most
are complex and evolving, making complete resolution difficult but ongoing improvement
possible.

How does the concept of 'sociology in action' relate to
social problems?
'Sociology in action' involves applying sociological theories and methods to real-world
issues, such as social problems, to develop practical solutions and promote social change.



What are some examples of social problems studied in
sociology?
Examples include poverty, racism, crime, unemployment, substance abuse, homelessness,
and educational disparities, all of which are examined to understand their causes and
impacts.

Additional Resources
Social Problems Sociology in Action: Understanding and Addressing Societal Challenges

social problems sociology in action represents a critical intersection between
theoretical analysis and practical intervention in the realm of societal issues. Sociology, as
a discipline, provides the tools to dissect complex social phenomena, while the application
of these insights—sociology in action—enables communities, policymakers, and
organizations to effectively address persistent social problems. This investigative article
delves into how sociological perspectives illuminate social problems, the methodologies
employed in translating theory into practice, and the implications of these efforts in
fostering social change.

The Role of Sociology in Understanding Social
Problems

Sociology fundamentally seeks to understand how society functions and how individuals
relate within social structures. When applied to social problems—such as poverty,
inequality, crime, discrimination, and health disparities—this field moves beyond surface-
level observations to analyze underlying causes, systemic patterns, and the interplay of
various social forces.

Social problems sociology in action emphasizes not only identifying social issues but also
critically examining their root causes. For example, in addressing homelessness,
sociologists look at economic policies, housing markets, mental health support systems,
and societal attitudes rather than solely focusing on visible symptoms. This comprehensive
approach allows for more nuanced solutions that tackle both immediate needs and
structural inequalities.

Key Sociological Theories Applied to Social Problems

Several sociological frameworks serve as lenses through which social problems are
analyzed:

Structural Functionalism: Views society as an interconnected system where social
problems arise when institutions fail to fulfill their roles effectively.



Conflict Theory: Focuses on power disparities and resource inequalities, arguing that
social problems stem from conflicts between dominant and marginalized groups.

Symbolic Interactionism: Examines how individuals and groups interpret and
respond to social realities, shaping perceptions of social problems.

By leveraging these theories, sociologists can dissect complex issues such as racial
discrimination or educational inequality, revealing how societal structures and interactions
perpetuate these challenges.

Sociology in Action: Methodologies and Practical
Applications

Understanding social problems is only the first step; sociology in action involves translating
knowledge into tangible interventions. This process integrates research, community
engagement, policy development, and program implementation.

Research and Data Collection

Empirical research forms the backbone of sociology in action. Methods such as surveys,
ethnographies, case studies, and statistical analysis provide evidence-based insights into
social problems. For instance, longitudinal studies tracking poverty rates help identify
trends and evaluate the effectiveness of social welfare programs.

Data-driven approaches also facilitate the identification of vulnerable populations and the
assessment of social policies’ impact. In the realm of public health, sociological research
has been instrumental in understanding how social determinants influence disease
prevalence and health outcomes.

Community Engagement and Participatory Approaches

One of the distinguishing features of sociology in action is its emphasis on involving
affected communities in problem-solving processes. Participatory research models
empower individuals to contribute their perspectives, ensuring interventions are culturally
sensitive and contextually relevant.

For example, in combating urban violence, community-led initiatives informed by
sociological insights have proven more sustainable than externally imposed programs. Such
collaborations not only foster trust but also facilitate capacity-building within communities.



Policy Development and Advocacy

Sociologists often work alongside policymakers to frame social problems within broader
societal contexts. Their expertise helps craft policies that address systemic issues rather
than symptoms alone. For instance, sociological analysis of educational disparities has
influenced reforms aimed at equitable resource allocation and inclusive curricula.

Furthermore, sociologists advocate for marginalized groups by highlighting structural
barriers and promoting social justice. Through expert testimony, reports, and public
engagement, they shape discourse and policy agendas.

Examples of Social Problems Addressed Through
Sociology in Action

Poverty and Economic Inequality

Sociologists analyze how economic systems, labor markets, and social policies contribute to
poverty. By examining factors such as wage stagnation, unemployment, and social safety
nets, sociology in action informs targeted poverty alleviation programs.

For example, the implementation of conditional cash transfer schemes in various countries
was guided by sociological assessments of family dynamics and social mobility, resulting in
measurable improvements in child health and education.

Racial and Ethnic Discrimination

Using conflict theory and symbolic interactionism, sociologists investigate the mechanisms
sustaining racial prejudice and institutional discrimination. Sociology in action in this
domain includes anti-discrimination training, diversity initiatives, and reforming criminal
justice practices.

Research revealing systemic biases in policing and sentencing has led to policy shifts and
community policing models aimed at reducing racial disparities.

Health Disparities

Health outcomes are closely linked to socioeconomic status, race, and environment.
Sociological research into these social determinants has been pivotal in the design of public
health campaigns, mental health services, and access to care.

For instance, during the COVID-19 pandemic, sociologists highlighted how social inequality
exacerbated vulnerability, influencing targeted vaccine distribution and outreach programs.



The Impact and Challenges of Sociology in Action

The practical application of sociology to social problems has yielded significant benefits,
including more effective interventions, enhanced social awareness, and progressive policy
reforms. Its comprehensive approach ensures that solutions consider cultural contexts,
power dynamics, and institutional factors.

However, sociology in action also faces challenges:

Complexity of Social Problems: Multifaceted issues resist simple solutions,
requiring sustained, interdisciplinary collaboration.

Resource Constraints: Funding limitations can restrict the scope and longevity of
sociologically informed programs.

Political and Social Resistance: Efforts to address entrenched inequalities may
encounter opposition from vested interests.

Translating Research into Policy: Bridging the gap between academic findings and
actionable policies remains a persistent hurdle.

Despite these obstacles, ongoing advancements in sociological methods and growing
recognition of social determinants in policymaking signal a positive trajectory for sociology
in action.

Future Directions

Emerging trends in sociology in action include the integration of big data analytics,
increased focus on global social problems such as climate change and migration, and a
stronger emphasis on intersectionality to understand overlapping social identities.

Collaborations between sociologists, technologists, and community leaders are expanding
the toolkit available to address social problems more holistically, ensuring responsive and
adaptive strategies.

Social problems sociology in action is more than an academic exercise—it is a vital process
empowering societies to identify, understand, and resolve the complex challenges they
face. By continuing to bridge theory and practice, sociology remains an indispensable force
in the pursuit of social equity and systemic transformation.
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  social problems sociology in action: Social Problems Maxine P. Atkinson, Kathleen Odell
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Korgen, Mary Nell Trautner, 2020-01-07 Wake up your social problems classes! Social Problems:
Sociology in Action helps your students learn sociology by doing sociology. Social Problems will
inspire your students to do sociology through real-world activities designed to increase learning,
retention, and engagement with course material.
  social problems sociology in action: Social Problems Maxine P Atkinson, Kathleen Odell
Korgen, 2022-10-14
  social problems sociology in action: Social Problems Maxine P. Atkinson, Kathleen Odell
Korgen, Mary Nell Trautner, 2020-01-21 As part of SAGE's Sociology in Action series, Sociology In
Action: Social Problems will engage students in active learning in class, on their own, and in their
local communities, as they explore a range of social problems and consider sociological solutions to
issues facing society today. The text is ideal for instructors who want to rely less on lecturing and
more on discussion, collaboration, self-directed investigation, observation, analysis, and reflection.
  social problems sociology in action: Social Problems - Interactive EBook Maxine P. Atkinson,
Kathleen Odell Korgen, Mary Nell Trautner, 2020-01-21 As part of SAGE's Sociology in Action series,
Sociology In Action: Social Problems will engage students in active learning in class, on their own,
and in their local communities, as they explore a range of social problems and consider sociological
solutions to issues facing society today. The text is ideal for instructors who want to rely less on
lecturing and more on discussion, collaboration, self-directed investigation, observation, analysis,
and reflection.
  social problems sociology in action: Sociology in Action Kathleen Odell Korgen, Maxine P.
Atkinson, 2017-11-27 Wake up your introductory sociology classes! Sociology in Action helps your
students learn sociology by doing sociology. Sociology in Action will inspire your students to do
sociology through real-world activities designed to ignite their sociological imaginations. This
innovative new text immerses students in an active learning experience that emphasizes hands-on
work, application, and learning by example. Each chapter explains sociology's key concepts and
theories and pairs that foundational coverage with a series of carefully developed learning activities
and thought-provoking questions. You choose the activities that will best engage your students, fit
the format of your course, and meet your course goals.
  social problems sociology in action: Social Problems Maxine P. Atkinson, Kathleen Odell
Korgen, 2022-10-19 The Second Edition of Sociology in Action: Social Problems is ideal for teachers
who want to provide students with an active learning experience that relies less on lecturing and
more on discussion, collaboration, self-directed investigation, observation, analysis, and reflection.
This text is an effective tool for departments interested in bringing more students into the sociology
major, as it provides students with concrete ways to make use of sociological training in the real
world. Maxine P. Atkinson and Kathleen Odell Korgen engage students in active learning in class, on
their own, and in their local communities, as they explore a range of social problems and consider
sociological solutions to issues facing society today. Sociology In Action: Social Problems, Second
Edition is one of the volumes in our In Action series of undergraduate sociology texts. The two
signature features of this series are (1) a set of carefully developed and assignable learning activities
in each chapter; and (2) chapters contributed by authors who are both experts in their subjects and
committed to the kind of active learning promoted by the SIA texts. This title is accompanied by a
complete teaching and learning package in SAGE Vantage, an intuitive learning platform that
integrates quality SAGE textbook content with assignable multimedia activities and auto-graded
assessments to drive student engagement and ensure accountability.
  social problems sociology in action: Sociology in Action Kathleen Odell Korgen, Maxine P.
Atkinson, 2020-01-07 The authors are proud sponsors of the 2020 SAGE Keith Roberts Teaching
Innovations Award—enabling graduate students and early career faculty to attend the annual ASA
pre-conference teaching and learning workshop. Wake up your introductory sociology classes!
Sociology in Action helps your students learn sociology by doing sociology. Sociology in Action will
inspire your students to do sociology through real-world activities designed to increase learning,
retention, and engagement with course material. Packed with new activities and thought-provoking



questions to help explain key concepts, the Second Edition of this innovative bestselling text
immerses students in an active learning experience that emphasizes hands-on work, application, and
learning by example. Every chapter has been thoroughly revised to reflect current events, social
changes, and the latest research. Two new chapters expand coverage of health care, politics, and the
economy. The comprehensive Activity Guide that accompanies the text provides everything you need
to assign, carry out, and assess the activities that will best engage your students, fit the format of
your course, and meet your course goals. This title is accompanied by a complete teaching and
learning package. Digital Option / Courseware SAGE Vantage is an intuitive digital platform that
delivers this text’s content and course materials in a learning experience that offers auto-graded
assignments and interactive multimedia tools, all carefully designed to ignite student engagement
and drive critical thinking. Built with you and your students in mind, it offers simple course set-up
and enables students to better prepare for class. Assignable Video with Assessment Assignable video
(available with SAGE Vantage) is tied to learning objectives and curated exclusively for this text to
bring concepts to life. LMS Cartridge (formerly known as SAGE Coursepacks): Import this title’s
instructor resources into your school’s learning management system (LMS) and save time. Don’t use
an LMS? You can still access all of the same online resources for this title via the
password-protected Instructor Resource Site. SAGE Lecture Spark Designed to save you time and
ignite student engagement, these free weekly lecture launchers focus on current event topics tied to
key concepts in Sociology.
  social problems sociology in action: Sociology in Action (Routledge Revivals) Christopher
Bryant, 2013-09-13 This book, first published in 1976, discusses four classical paradigms for
sociology – the positivism of Saint-Simon and Comte, Durkheim, Marx and Weber – and four
contemporary developments or revisions of them – the sociologie active of Dumazedier and his
colleagues in France, sociology in Socialist Poland, the work of Dahrendorf and the ‘new sociology’
of Mills and his successors. Christopher Bryant suggests that no neutral language exists in which to
compare the characteristics of these different paradigms, yet highlights those features which are
common to all of them. Unique in its approach and analysis of the relationship between sociology
and action, this book is of value and interest to students of sociology and theory and professional
sociologists.
  social problems sociology in action: Social Problems Anna Leon-Guerrero, 2018-07-10
Empower your students to become part of the solution. The new Sixth Edition of Anna
Leon-Guerrero’s Social Problems: Community, Policy, and Social Action goes beyond the typical
presentation of contemporary social problems and their consequences by emphasizing the
importance and effectiveness of community involvement to achieve real solutions. With a clear and
upbeat tone, this thought-provoking text challenges readers to see the social and structural forces
that determine our social problems; to consider various policies and programs that attempt to
address these problems; and to recognize and learn how they can be part of the solution to social
problems in their own community. New to This Edition Many of the social policy discussions
(including immigration, LGBTQ rights, the Affordable Care Act, and Internet neutrality) have been
updated to reflect the most recent government actions and debates. More recent data, and new data
sources, have been incorporated throughout, both in the main narrative and in the Exploring Social
Problems features. New “Voices in the Community” subjects on gender, work and the economy, and
war and terrorism appear in several chapters. New “In Focus” topics include Black Lives Matters,
assault weapons, and college drug problems. The chapter on gender has been substantially updated
with new or expanded coverage of binary/cisgender/transgender identification, gender
nonconformity discrimination, sexual misconduct on college campuses, and the rights of trans and
intersex individuals. Other new or expanded coverage elsewhere includes economic anxiety,
robotization in the workplace, white nationalists, feminist theories about race, “fake” news, net
neutrality, community policing, gentrification and segregation in U.S. cities, and the immigration
and environmental policies of the Trump administration.
  social problems sociology in action: Sociologists in Action Kathleen Odell Korgen,



Jonathan M. White, Shelley K. White, 2010-12-08 This book provides vivid examples of how
sociologists are using sociological tools to make a positive impact on our society. In each chapter,
four or five public sociologists will describe, in vivid detail, how they have used sociology to
understand and influence the world around them. The chapters will cover the key topics in sociology
courses and the pieces will bring the subject matter of sociology to life for students, giving them
clear examples of the power and usefulness of sociology as they learn the course content. The
discussion questions and suggested additional readings and resources at the end of every chapter
will provide students the opportunity to delve further into the topics covered and help create full and
nuanced discussions, grounded in the real world work of public sociologists.
  social problems sociology in action: Investigating Social Problems A. Javier Trevino,
2014-08-08 Each chapter in this innovative social problems text is written by a specialist or pair of
specialists from appropriate subfields within sociology. The typical single-author approach is limiting
given the complexity of the contemporary issues surrounding each social problem discussed.
Involving many content experts ensures that the theories, research, and examples used in each
chapter will be as current and relevant as possible. Chapters open with personal statements from
the contributing authors, discussing how they got involved with studying the problem they are
writing about. Javier Trevino serves as the general editor, making sure that each author follows the
chapter template and maintains a consistency in level and style.
  social problems sociology in action: P-Z Library of Congress. Office for Subject Cataloging
Policy, 1990
  social problems sociology in action: An Agenda for Action John G. Bruhn, Howard M. Rebach,
2013-04-17 A companion to the authors' Handbook of Clinical Sociology (Plenum Press, 1991), this
pioneering text provides an introduction to this new field, covering its development, methods and
tools, and illustrates the applications of sociological concepts to current social problems. Drs. Bruhn
and Rebach present numerous examples to enable practitioners to apply their problem-solving skills.
Key discussions address the values held by clients and practitioners and issues relating to
sociological assessment and evaluation. This indispensable resource is enhanced by case
illustrations, annotated bibliographies, and a glossary of terms.
  social problems sociology in action: Social Problems Anna Leon-Guerrero, 2022-05-13 The
new Seventh Edition of Social Problems: Community, Policy, and Social Action goes beyond the
typical presentation of contemporary social problems and their consequences by emphasizing the
importance and effectiveness of community involvement to achieve real solutions.
  social problems sociology in action: Risk, Uncertainty and Rational Action Carlo C.
Jaeger, Thomas Webler, Eugene A. Rosa, Ortwin Renn, 2013-11-05 Risk as we now know it is a
wholly new phenomenon, the by-product of our ever more complex and powerful technologies. In
business, policy making, and in everyday life, it demands a new way of looking at technological and
environmental uncertainty. In this definitive volume, four of the world's leading risk researchers
present a fundamental critique of the prevailing approaches to understanding and managing risk -
the 'rational actor paradigm'. They show how risk studies must incorporate the competing interests,
values, and rationalities of those involved and find a balance of trust and acceptable risk. Their work
points to a comprehensive and significant new theory of risk and uncertainty and of the decision
making process they require. The implications for social, political, and environmental theory and
practice are enormous. Winner of the 2000-2002 Outstanding Publication Award of the Section on
Environment and Technology of the American Sociological Association
  social problems sociology in action: Sociology in action Arthur B. Shostak, 1969
  social problems sociology in action: How Civic Action Works Paul Lichterman, 2020-12-15
The ways that social advocates organize to fight unaffordable housing and homelessness in Los
Angeles, illuminated by a new conceptual framework for studying collective action How Civic Action
Works renews the tradition of inquiry into collective, social problem solving. Paul Lichterman follows
grassroots activists, nonprofit organization staff, and community service volunteers in three
coalitions and twelve organizations in Los Angeles as they campaign for affordable housing, develop



new housing, or address homelessness. Lichterman shows that to understand how social advocates
build their campaigns, craft claims, and choose goals, we need to move beyond well-established
thinking about what is strategic. Lichterman presents a pragmatist-inspired sociological framework
that illuminates core tasks of social problem solving, both contentious and noncontentious, by
grassroots and professional advocates alike. He reveals that advocates’ distinct styles of collective
action produce different understandings of what is strategic, and generate different dilemmas for
advocates because each style accommodates varying social and institutional pressures. We see, too,
how patterns of interaction create a cultural filter that welcomes some claims about housing
problems while subordinating or delegitimating others. These cultural patterns help solve
conceptual and practical puzzles, such as why coalitions fragment when members agree on many
things, and what makes advocacy campaigns separate housing from homelessness or affordability
from environmental sustainability. Lichterman concludes by turning this action-centered framework
toward improving dialogue between social advocates and researchers. Using extensive ethnography
enriched by archival evidence, How Civic Action Works explains how advocates meet the relational
and rhetorical challenges of collective action.
  social problems sociology in action: Sociologists in Action on Inequalities Shelley K. White,
Jonathan M. White, Kathleen Odell Korgen, 2014-05-30 Sociologists in Action on Inequalities: Race,
Class, Gender, and Sexuality, by Shelley K. White, Jonathan M. White, and Kathleen Korgen, is a
brief anthology of original readings that are perfect for Race and Ethnicity; Race, Class, and Gender;
Introduction to Sociology; Social Problems; Social Inequality; Senior Capstone and other courses
taught through the central lens of diversity. Like its companion Sociologists in Action volume, on
social change and social justice, this collection brings together dozens of accounts of sociologists
who are using their sociology to make a positive impact on society. Each of the 30 selections
describe, through firsthand experience, how sociology can be used to address enduring problems of
prejudice and discrimination based on race, nationality, class, gender, and sexuality. Discussion
questions and suggested readings and resources at the end of every chapter will provide students
with opportunities to delve further into the topics covered and help create full and nuanced
discussions, grounded in the real world work of public and applied sociologists.
  social problems sociology in action: Library of Congress Subject Headings Library of
Congress, 2009
  social problems sociology in action: Library of Congress Subject Headings Library of
Congress. Cataloging Policy and Support Office, 2009
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