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reason and religious belief an introduction to the philosophy of religion michael peterson
offers a fascinating doorway into the rich and complex world where faith meets rational inquiry. This
work stands out as a thoughtful exploration of how reason interacts with religious belief, addressing
questions that have intrigued philosophers, theologians, and curious minds for centuries. If you’ve
ever wondered how logic and spirituality coexist—or sometimes clash—this introduction provides an
accessible yet profound journey into the philosophy of religion.

Understanding the Intersection of Reason and
Religious Belief

At its core, the philosophy of religion seeks to analyze religious concepts, beliefs, arguments, and
practices through the lens of philosophical reasoning. Michael Peterson’s introduction carefully
unpacks this dialogue, emphasizing that reason and faith are not necessarily opposing forces.
Instead, they can complement and challenge each other in meaningful ways.

What Does Reason Mean in Religious Contexts?

Reason, in this framework, refers to the use of critical thinking, logic, and evidence-based inquiry to
examine religious claims. It involves asking questions such as:

Is there rational justification for belief in God or gods?

How can religious experiences be interpreted intellectually?

What role do arguments such as the cosmological or teleological play in establishing the
existence of a divine being?

Peterson’s work encourages readers to appreciate that reason isn’t about rejecting faith outright but
rather about engaging with it thoughtfully.

Religious Belief Beyond Blind Faith

One common misconception addressed in this introduction is that religious belief requires
abandoning reason or critical thought. Peterson skillfully argues that many religious traditions



incorporate reason as a vital component of faith. For example, the medieval scholastics like Thomas
Aquinas used philosophical arguments to defend their beliefs, bridging faith and reason.

Key Themes in Michael Peterson’s Introduction to
Philosophy of Religion

This text doesn’t just focus on abstract ideas—it connects them to real-world questions and
challenges, making it relevant for anyone interested in theology, philosophy, or even personal
spiritual exploration.

The Nature of God and Divine Attributes

A major section of Peterson’s introduction explores what it means to talk about God philosophically.
This includes:

Examining attributes like omnipotence, omniscience, and benevolence.

Discussing how these qualities relate to human understanding and experience.

Addressing paradoxes such as the problem of evil, which questions how a good God can permit
suffering.

By analyzing these attributes through reasoned argument, Peterson invites readers to grapple with
profound questions without oversimplification.

The Role of Faith and Reason in Religious Experience

Religious experiences often serve as a foundation for belief, but how should they be evaluated?
Peterson’s introduction discusses:

The epistemological status of religious experiences — are they reliable sources of knowledge?

How personal and cultural factors influence interpretation of these experiences.

Ways reason can help distinguish between genuine spiritual encounters and psychological
phenomena.

This balanced approach respects personal belief while encouraging intellectual rigor.



Philosophical Arguments for and Against the Existence
of God

One of the most engaging aspects of the philosophy of religion is the variety of arguments that have
been proposed to prove or disprove the existence of a deity. Peterson’s introduction lays out these
classic arguments clearly and fairly.

The Cosmological Argument

This argument reasons from the existence of the universe to the necessity of a first cause or
uncaused cause, often identified as God. Peterson explains how this argument appeals to reason by
seeking an ultimate explanation for why anything exists at all.

The Teleological Argument

Also known as the argument from design, it observes order and complexity in the universe as
evidence of intentional design by a divine creator. Peterson highlights both the strengths and
criticisms of this argument, such as challenges from evolutionary theory.

The Problem of Evil

A critical counterpoint in the philosophy of religion, the problem of evil challenges the coherence of
believing in an all-good, all-powerful God amidst suffering. Peterson’s introduction explores various
philosophical responses, including free will defenses and soul-making theodicies.

Why Study Reason and Religious Belief?

Engaging with Peterson’s introduction to the philosophy of religion isn’t just an academic exercise; it
has practical implications for anyone navigating the modern world’s religious and secular landscape.

Enhancing Critical Thinking Skills

By examining religious claims through reasoned argument, readers develop sharper analytical
abilities. This helps in evaluating not just theology but any deeply held belief or societal norm.

Promoting Interfaith Understanding

Understanding the philosophical foundations of different religious beliefs encourages empathy and



dialogue across traditions. Peterson’s work provides tools to appreciate both common ground and
important differences.

Personal Reflection and Intellectual Growth

Whether you are a believer, skeptic, or somewhere in between, exploring how reason and religious
belief interact invites personal growth. It challenges assumptions, invites open-mindedness, and
enriches one’s worldview.

Final Thoughts on Reason and Religious Belief an
Introduction to the Philosophy of Religion Michael
Peterson

Michael Peterson’s introduction serves as an invaluable guide for anyone curious about how faith
and reason intertwine. It opens up a space where questions about God, belief, and evidence can be
explored respectfully and thoughtfully. In a world often polarized by religious conviction and
scientific skepticism, works like this offer a refreshing middle ground—one that honors both the
mysteries of faith and the clarity of rational inquiry. Whether you are a student, a seeker, or simply
someone intrigued by the big questions, diving into the philosophy of religion with Peterson as your
companion can be an enlightening and rewarding experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of Michael Peterson's 'Reason and
Religious Belief'?
The main focus of Michael Peterson's 'Reason and Religious Belief' is to provide an introduction to
the philosophy of religion, exploring the rational basis for religious beliefs and examining arguments
for and against the existence of God.

How does Michael Peterson approach the relationship between
reason and faith in his book?
Michael Peterson explores the relationship between reason and faith by analyzing how religious
beliefs can be supported by rational arguments while also considering the role of faith as a
significant component of religious experience.

Does 'Reason and Religious Belief' cover classical arguments
for the existence of God?
Yes, the book covers classical arguments for God's existence, including the cosmological,



teleological, ontological, and moral arguments, presenting them in an accessible manner and
evaluating their strengths and weaknesses.

What philosophical themes are introduced in 'Reason and
Religious Belief'?
The book introduces key philosophical themes such as the problem of evil, the nature of faith, the
concept of divine attributes, and the interplay between science and religion.

Is 'Reason and Religious Belief' suitable for readers new to the
philosophy of religion?
Yes, Michael Peterson's book is designed as an introductory text, making complex philosophical
ideas accessible to readers who are new to the philosophy of religion.

How does Peterson address the problem of evil in his book?
Peterson examines the problem of evil by discussing various theodicies and defenses that attempt to
reconcile the existence of evil with an omnipotent, omnibenevolent God.

What role do religious experiences play in 'Reason and
Religious Belief'?
Religious experiences are discussed as a potential source of justification for religious beliefs, with
Peterson analyzing their epistemological significance and challenges.

Does the book discuss the impact of scientific developments
on religious belief?
Yes, Peterson addresses how scientific discoveries and theories influence religious belief, exploring
tensions and possible harmonies between science and religion.

Additional Resources
Reason and Religious Belief: An Introduction to the Philosophy of Religion Michael Peterson

Reason and religious belief an introduction to the philosophy of religion michael peterson
stands as a pivotal work that explores the intricate interplay between rational inquiry and faith-
based convictions. This book offers a comprehensive survey of the philosophical issues that arise
when examining religious belief through the lens of reason. Michael Peterson, a respected scholar in
the field, meticulously dissects arguments for and against the existence of God, the nature of faith,
and the challenges posed by skepticism and secular critiques. Within the broader context of
philosophy of religion, this text serves as both an accessible introduction for newcomers and a
nuanced resource for seasoned readers interested in the critical engagement between reason and
faith.



Exploring the Core Themes in Reason and Religious
Belief

Peterson’s work is notable for its balanced approach, avoiding dogmatic stances while rigorously
analyzing key philosophical questions. The book situates itself at the crossroads of epistemology and
theology, asking how reason can be applied to religious claims and whether faith can be justified
through rational argumentation. It systematically presents classical and contemporary debates,
offering readers a panoramic view of the philosophy of religion.

One of the central themes in *Reason and Religious Belief* is the epistemic status of religious belief.
Peterson investigates whether religious beliefs can be deemed rational or if they inherently
transcend the bounds of reason. This inquiry leads to an examination of evidentialism versus fideism,
where evidentialism demands empirical or logical support for belief, while fideism holds that faith
exists independently of, or even in opposition to, reason.

The Relationship Between Faith and Reason

A significant portion of the book is dedicated to unpacking the complex relationship between faith
and reason. Peterson challenges the traditional dichotomy that pits faith against rationality by
exploring philosophical perspectives that seek to harmonize the two. For instance, the discussion
includes the epistemological frameworks that allow for properly basic beliefs—beliefs that do not
require inferential justification but are still rational—such as those proposed by Alvin Plantinga. This
approach offers a middle ground wherein religious beliefs can be rationally accepted without the
necessity of conclusive evidence.

This nuanced treatment is essential in understanding how religious adherents reconcile their faith
with intellectual rigor. The book carefully evaluates arguments that claim faith is irrational or blind,
providing counterarguments that highlight faith’s potential rational foundations.

Analytical Overview of Arguments for the Existence of
God

Peterson’s text systematically surveys classical arguments for God’s existence, including the
cosmological, teleological, moral, and ontological arguments. Each argument is presented with its
historical background, formal structure, and contemporary criticisms, allowing readers to critically
assess their strengths and weaknesses.

The Cosmological Argument: Examines the idea that the existence of the universe
necessitates a first cause or unmoved mover, often identified as God.

The Teleological Argument: Focuses on the apparent design and order in the universe as
evidence for an intelligent designer.



The Moral Argument: Posits that objective moral values imply the existence of a moral
lawgiver.

The Ontological Argument: An a priori argument based on the concept of God as a being
than which none greater can be conceived.

By presenting both proponents’ defenses and critics’ objections, Peterson encourages readers to
weigh the evidential support these arguments provide. This balanced treatment is useful for
students and scholars seeking a comprehensive understanding of the theistic rationale.

Challenges to Religious Belief: Skepticism and Problem of Evil

No discussion of philosophy of religion would be complete without addressing the problem of evil
and religious skepticism, issues that Peterson handles with intellectual rigor. The problem of evil
questions how an omnipotent, omnibenevolent God could permit suffering and injustice. Peterson
evaluates various theodicies and defenses, such as the free will defense and soul-making theodicy,
investigating their philosophical soundness.

Religious skepticism is treated as a broader challenge, questioning whether religious beliefs can be
credibly held in light of scientific progress and secular worldviews. Peterson explores how
naturalism and secular humanism question the epistemic foundations of faith, while also engaging
with responses from religious epistemologists who argue for the rationality of religious belief despite
these challenges.

Features and Pedagogical Value of the Text

What sets *Reason and Religious Belief* apart from other introductory texts in philosophy of religion
is its clarity combined with depth. Michael Peterson employs an accessible writing style without
sacrificing the complexity of the subject matter. The book includes:

Clear explanations of technical philosophical concepts

Engagement with a wide range of perspectives, including atheistic, agnostic, and theistic
viewpoints

Critical discussion questions at the end of chapters to prompt reflection and debate

Comparative analysis of historical and contemporary thinkers

Such features make it a valuable resource for undergraduate courses in philosophy of religion,
theology, and related disciplines. Its balanced presentation promotes critical thinking, encouraging
students to form their own reasoned conclusions about religious belief.



Comparative Insight: How Peterson’s Work Stands in
Contemporary Literature

In comparison to other foundational texts like William Lane Craig’s *Philosophical Foundations for a
Christian Worldview* or Alvin Plantinga’s *Warranted Christian Belief*, Peterson’s *Reason and
Religious Belief* is distinct in its explicitly introductory orientation. While Craig and Plantinga often
write from a confessional standpoint advocating for Christian theism, Peterson adopts a more
neutral, academic tone aimed at educating a broad audience. This neutrality enhances the book’s
appeal to readers seeking an objective overview rather than an apologetic or polemical treatment.

Moreover, the inclusion of skeptical and atheistic arguments alongside theistic perspectives reflects
current scholarly trends in philosophy of religion, where dialogue and critical engagement across
worldviews are emphasized.

Implications for Broader Debates in Philosophy and
Theology

Peterson’s exploration of the intersection between reason and religious belief resonates beyond
academic philosophy into broader cultural and societal discussions. In a time marked by increasing
secularization and pluralism, understanding the philosophical foundations of religious belief is
crucial for informed dialogue between believers and non-believers.

The book’s balanced treatment helps bridge the often polarized discourse on religion’s role in public
life, ethics, and education. By clarifying the rational dimensions of faith and acknowledging
legitimate philosophical challenges, Peterson fosters a more nuanced conversation about religion’s
place in the modern world.

---

In sum, *Reason and Religious Belief: An Introduction to the Philosophy of Religion Michael
Peterson* stands as a seminal work that successfully navigates the complex territory where faith and
reason intersect. Its comprehensive analysis, clarity, and academic rigor make it an indispensable
tool for anyone seeking to understand the philosophical underpinnings of religious belief.

Reason And Religious Belief An Introduction To The
Philosophy Of Religion Michael Peterson

  reason and religious belief an introduction to the philosophy of religion michael
peterson: Reason & Religious Belief Michael L. Peterson, 2003 What is the status of belief in God?
Must a rational case be made or can such belief be properly basic? Is it possible to reconcile the
concept of a good God with evil and suffering? In light of great differences among religions, can only
one religion be true? The most comprehensive work of its kind, Reason and Religious Belief, now in
its third edition, explores these and other perennial questions in the philosophy of religion. Drawing
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from the best in both classical and contemporary discussions, the authors examine religious
experience, faith and reason, theistic arguments, the problem of evil, Reformed epistemology,
miracles, and religious language. They also treat subjects not often included in competing texts,
such as process theism, religious pluralism, religion and science, and the relationship between
religion and morality. The third edition retains the engaging style and thorough coverage of previous
editions and also takes into account the latest contributions in the field by such thinkers as
Plantinga, Alston, Martin, Murphy, Dembski, M. Adams, and Swinburne. Integrating a variety of
perspectives, it adds a chapter on the openness of God debate, several sections on feminist
concerns, and frequent comparisons of how Eastern religions compare with Western theism. A
sophisticated yet accessible introduction, Reason and Religious Belief, 3/e is ideally suited for use
with the authors' companion anthology, Philosophy of Religion: Selected Readings, 2/e (OUP, 2000).
  reason and religious belief an introduction to the philosophy of religion michael
peterson: Reason and Religious Belief an Introduction to the Philosophy of Religion :. ,
2015 Reason and Religious Belief, now in its fifth edition, explores perennial questions in the
philosophy of religion. Drawing from the best in both classical and contemporary discussions, the
authors examine religious experience, faith and reason, the divine attributes, arguments for and
against the existence of God, divine action (in various forms of theism), Reformed epistemology,
religious language, religious diversity, and religion and science.
  reason and religious belief an introduction to the philosophy of religion michael
peterson: Reason and Religious Belief , 2011
  reason and religious belief an introduction to the philosophy of religion michael
peterson: Reason & Religious Belief Michael L. Peterson, William Hasker, 2009 The most
comprehensive work of its kind, Reason and Religious Belief, now in its fourth edition, explores
perennial questions in the philosophy of religion. Drawing from the best in both classical and
contemporary discussions, the authors examine religious experience, faith and reason, the divine
attributes, arguments for and against the existence of God, divine action, Reformed epistemology,
religious language, religious diversity, religion and science, and much more. The fourth edition adds
a critical new chapter on the ontological status of religion and the nature of religious claims. It also
features revised treatments of omnipotence, miracles, and providence and updated suggestions for
further reading
  reason and religious belief an introduction to the philosophy of religion michael
peterson: The Method of Christian Theology Rhyne Putman, 2021-05-15 In The Method of
Christian Theology, Rhyne Putman guides readers through the essential “first words” of systematic
theology. Written for entry-level theology students, this book gives clear suggestions about how to
use theological sources, how to reason through difficult problems, and how to apply theological
reflection to paper writing and preaching. By studying the foundations of theology, readers will be
better equipped to serve God’s people in whatever ministry they are called to.
  reason and religious belief an introduction to the philosophy of religion michael
peterson: Martin Luther: The Problem with Faith and Reason David Andersen, 2012-09-01
Luther's critics have consistently charged him as an irrationalist and pessimist concerning reason's
capabilities, and even by his followers as a fideist who sees little or no relationship between faith
and reason. In this book, David Andersen offers a fresh and timely re-evaluation of Luther and his
understanding of the relationship between faith and reason based upon a thorough engagement with
Luther's mature writings. Dr. Andersen persuasively argues that, far from being either an
irrationalist or a fideist, Luther stands within an empiricist tradition and that his pronouncements on
fallen human reason can be understood only from that philosophical perspective. Based upon recent
research into the writings of William of Ockham, who positively influenced Luther in this area, Dr.
Andersen also shows that Luther can no longer be charged as a pessimist concerning human
knowledge. Reason has an important role to play for Luther in bringing one to faith, and the
objectivity of Christ's resurrection serves as that focal point that validates all Christian discourse. In
subordinating itself to the facts of the death and resurrection of Christ for the forgiveness of sins,



reason's created function is restored to some extent as it receives that forgiveness in the words of
Holy Scripture and the visible means of Baptism and the Lord's Supper.
  reason and religious belief an introduction to the philosophy of religion michael
peterson: Philosophy of Religion Beverley Clack, Brian R. Clack, 2008-06-03 The first publication
of Beverley Clack and Brian R. Clack’s exciting and innovative introduction to the philosophy of
religion has been of enormous value to students, as well as providing a bold and refreshing
alternative to the standard analytic approaches to the subject. This second edition retains the
accessibility which made it popular for both teachers and students, while furthering its distinctive
argument that emphasises the human dimension of religion. The text has been fully revised and
updated. The traditional emphasis on the arguments for the existence of God is reflected in a newly
extended and reworked investigation into natural theology. Recent developments in the subject are
also reflected in updated chapters, and, in a move that highlights the originality of the authors’
approach, they offer a critical engagement with current world events. An entirely new concluding
chapter interrogates the connection between religion and terror, and demonstrates how philosophy
of religion might be conducted under the terrible shadow of 9/11. This new edition of The Philosophy
of Religion will continue to be essential reading for all students and practitioners of the subject.
  reason and religious belief an introduction to the philosophy of religion michael
peterson: An Introduction to Christian Worldview Tawa J. Anderson, W. Michael Clark, David K.
Naugle, 2017-10-10 Why do worldviews matter? What characterizes a Christian worldview? Part of
being a thoughtful Christian means being able to understand and express the Christian worldview as
well as developing an awareness of the variety of worldviews. Well organized, clearly written, and
featuring aids for learning, this is the essential text for either the classroom or for self-study.
  reason and religious belief an introduction to the philosophy of religion michael
peterson: A Philosophy of the Christian Religion Nancey Murphy, 2018-10-30 Each field of study
comes with its own set of questions; each period of time refines and redirects those questions. The
Christian religion as we find it in the twenty-first century presents a unique set of problems to be
solved and questions to be answered. In this introduction to the philosophy of the Christian religion,
eminent philosopher and theologian Nancey Murphy applies the tools of philosophical analysis to a
set of core yet contemporary religious questions: what does our historical moment mean for the
possibility of knowing God? Is faith still possible? Does God intervene in human history? Is there
such a thing as universal knowledge of God? Written with the needs of students encountering the
philosophy of religion for the first time in mind, this book provides a comprehensive introduction to
the fundamental questions inherent in Christian faith. Murphy also provides tools for how to answer
those questions.
  reason and religious belief an introduction to the philosophy of religion michael
peterson: Confronting Confucian Understandings of the Christian Doctrine of Salvation
Paulos Zhanzhu Huang, 2009 A complete exploration is the first systematic analysis ever comparing
the central religious doctrinal aspects of Christianity with those in Confucianism. Huang's work
carefully covers the whole history of the Confucian-Christian tradition, and ends up with genuinely
new insights. He elaborates on the idea of transcendence in the Confucian tradition in a manner
which enables an interpretation of the Christian means of salvation. His explanation of
transcendence, and its connection with the means of salvation, is new and unique, offering a clue to
the special understanding of salvation germane to the specifically Chinese intellecual history.
Huang's book is a must for anyone interested in the Sino-Western cultural encounter.
  reason and religious belief an introduction to the philosophy of religion michael
peterson: Systematic Philosophical Theology, Volume 1 William Lane Craig, 2025-03-03 Offers a
transformative journey through Christian doctrine, invites readers to engage with an intellectually
enriching exploration of faith and reason Systematic Philosophical Theology is a multi-volume
explication of Christian doctrine in the classic Protestant tradition of the loci communes. Blending
the disciplines of biblical theology, historical theology, and analytic theology, this landmark series
provides readers with a biblically faithful, philosophically coherent articulation of the full range of



Christian doctrine. In the first volume of the series, Prolegomena, On Scripture, On Faith,
distinguished theologian and philosopher William Lane Craig begins by introducing his conception of
systematic philosophical theology, describing how it relates to biblical theology, dogmatics,
fundamental theology, apologetics, and especially philosophy of religion. The chapters that follow
defend the divine authority of Scripture, address the nature of faith, and discuss the rational
justification for Christian faith. Throughout the text, Craig tackles deep philosophical issues that
arise naturally from Christian doctrine, such as questions regarding the compatibility of biblical
inspiration and human freedom. Taking a synoptic, integrative approach that lays the foundation for
engaging with subsequent volumes in the series, Prolegomena, On Scripture, On Faith: Offers a
deep integration of philosophy and theology Characterizes the main features of systematic theology,
including its nature, goals, subject matter, and relations to adjacent disciplines Combines sacred and
secular knowledge to build a synoptic worldview bridging the gap between theology and scientific
disciplines Presents creative formulations of Christian doctrines, such as a Molinist doctrine of
biblical inspiration Systematic Philosophical Theology, Volume I: Prolegomena, On Scripture, On
Faith is essential reading for philosophers of religion, systematic theologians, analytic theologians,
and Christian philosophers. It is also a valuable resource for students and scholars of religion,
philosophy of religion, and theology, as well as laypeople and academics in other fields.
  reason and religious belief an introduction to the philosophy of religion michael
peterson: On Religious Diversity Robert McKim, 2012-01-23 Robert McKim's goal in On Religious
Diversity is to distinguish and examine a number of possible responses to the knowledge of other
religious traditions that are available to all of us today. He argues that the issues raised will be very
pressing throughout the century we have just begun.
  reason and religious belief an introduction to the philosophy of religion michael
peterson: The God Who Risks John Sanders, 2009-09-20 If God is all-knowing and all-powerful, can
he in any way be vulnerable to his creation? Can God be in control of anything at all if he is not
constantly in control of everything? John Sanders says yes to both of these questions. In The God
Who Risks defends his answer with a careful and challenging argument. He first builds his case on
an in-depth reading of the Old and New Testaments. Then Sanders probes philosophical, historical
and systematic theology for further support. And he completes his defense with considerations
drawn from practical theology. The God Who Risks is a profound and often inspiring presentation of
relational theism--an understanding of providence in which a personal God enters into genuine
give-and-take relations with his creatures. With this book Sanders not only contributes to serious
theological discussion but also enlightens pastors and laypersons who struggle with questions about
suffering, evil and human free will.
  reason and religious belief an introduction to the philosophy of religion michael
peterson: The Philosophy of Religion Beverley Clack, Brian R. Clack, 2019-05-06 For over twenty
years, Beverley Clack and Brian R. Clack's distinctive and thought-provoking introduction to the
philosophy of religion has been of enormous value to students and scholars, providing an approach
to the subject that is bold and refreshingly alternative. This revised and updated edition retains the
accessibility which makes the book popular, while furthering its distinctive argument regarding the
human dimension of religion. The central emphasis of the philosophy of religion – the concept of
God, and the arguments for and against God's existence – is reflected in thorough analyses, while
alternative approaches to traditional philosophical theism are explored. The treatments of both the
miraculous and immortality have been revised and expanded, and the concluding chapter updates
the investigation of how philosophy of religion might be conducted in an age defined by religious
terrorism. Clear, systematic and highly critical, the third edition of The Philosophy of Religion will
continue to be essential reading for students and scholars of this fascinating and important subject.
  reason and religious belief an introduction to the philosophy of religion michael
peterson: The History of Apologetics Zondervan,, 2020-06-16 ECPA Christian Book Award 2021
Finalist: Biography & Memoir Explore Apologetics through the Lives of History's Great Apologists
The History of Apologetics follows the great apologists in the history of the church to understand



how they approached the task of apologetics in their own cultural and theological context. Each
chapter looks at the life of a well-known apologist from history, unpacks their methodology, and
details how they approached the task of defending the faith. By better understanding how
apologetics has been done, readers will be better able to grasp the contextualized nature of
apologetics and apply those insights to today's context. The History of Apologetics covers forty-four
apologists including: Part One: Patristic Apologists Part Two: Medieval Apologists Part Three: Early
Modern Apologists Part Four: 19th C. Apologists Part Five: 20th C. American Apologists Part Six:
20th C. European Apologists Part Seven: Contemporary Apologists
  reason and religious belief an introduction to the philosophy of religion michael
peterson: Discourse in Dialogue Pat F. Rossi, 2014-07-24 Discourse in Dialogue: Reflections in
Fundamental Philosophical Theology is a project which considers fundamental theological and
philosophical perspectives in Catholic-Christian theology. This project adumbrates a number of
specifically intellectual themes, namely philosophical and theological in character, which pertain to
the Catholic-Christian tradition. These themes include a study of the following: the interrelationship
of philosophy and theology; theological method and pluralism; the interpretation of scripture and its
underlying hermeneutical principles; Christian anthropology in relation to philosophy of the human
person; the Christological mystery and soteriology, as well as the nature of Christian Philosophy; all
of which are representative themes proper to fundamental-philosophical theology. This work serves
as an introductory text to the above-cited questions, while also providing more specific points of
study for those interested in a more comprehensive reflection on contemporary philosophical and
theological perspectives.
  reason and religious belief an introduction to the philosophy of religion michael
peterson: Why I Became an Atheist John W. Loftus, 2012-10-10 For about two decades John W.
Loftus was a devout evangelical Christian, an ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and an
ardent apologist for Christianity. With three degrees--in philosophy, theology, and philosophy of
religion--he was adept at using rational argumentation to defend the faith. But over the years,
doubts about the credibility of key Christian tenets began to creep into his thinking. By the late
1990s he experienced a full-blown crisis of faith. In this honest appraisal of his journey from believer
to atheist, the author carefully explains the experiences and the reasoning process that led him to
reject religious belief. The original edition of this book was published in 2006 and reissued in 2008.
Since that time, Loftus has received a good deal of critical feedback from Christians and skeptics
alike. In this revised and expanded edition, the author addresses criticisms of the original, adds new
argumentation and references, and refines his presentation. For every issue he succinctly
summarizes the various points of view and provides references for further reading. In conclusion, he
describes the implications of life without belief in God, some liberating, some sobering. This frank
critique of Christian belief from a former insider will interest freethinkers as well as anyone with
doubts about the claims of religion.
  reason and religious belief an introduction to the philosophy of religion michael
peterson: Religion and Biopolitics Mirjam Weiberg-Salzmann, Ulrich Willems, 2019-05-31 Given the
profound moral-ethical controversies regarding the use of new biotechnologies in medical research
and treatment, such as embryonic research and cloning, this book sheds new light on the role of
religious organizations and actors in influencing the bio-political debates and decision-making
processes. Further, it analyzes the ways in which religious traditions and actors formulate their
bio-ethical positions and which rationales they use to validate their positions. The book offers a
range of case studies on fourteen Western democracies, highlighting the bio-ethical and political
debates over human stem cell research, therapeutic and reproductive cloning, and pre-implantation
genetic diagnosis. The contributing authors illustrate the ways in which national political landscapes
and actors from diverse and often fragmented moral communities with widely varying moral stances,
premises and commitments formulate their bio-ethical positions and seek to influence political
decisions.
  reason and religious belief an introduction to the philosophy of religion michael



peterson: The Future of Open Theism Richard Rice, 2020-04-28 Evangelical theology has grappled
with open theism and its alternative doctrine of God for decades. Richard Rice recounts the history
of open theism from its antecedents and early developments to its more recent expressions,
considering how it might continue to develop in relation to several primary doctrines of the Christian
faith.
  reason and religious belief an introduction to the philosophy of religion michael
peterson: Resurrection, Scripture, and Reformed Apologetics Steven D. West, 2012-07-26
Apologetic methodology has been the subject of intense debate in Reformed circles. This book
argues that we can test Reformed apologetic methods for consistency using two linchpin theological
topics: the doctrine of the resurrection and the doctrine of Scripture. Should apologetics move from
establishing theism to the resurrection and then to Scripture? Or should theism, the resurrection,
and the doctrine of Scripture be accepted on the testimony of the Holy Spirit as basic beliefs?
Alternatively, do these doctrines need to be presupposed and incorporated into a transcendental
defense of the faith? After analyzing classical apologetics, historical evidentialism, Reformed
epistemology, and presuppositionalism for their apologetic cogency, Steven D. West contends that
any method used by Reformed apologists should be able to argue successfully for a high view of
Scripture, the source of the doctrine of the resurrection. The book will be useful to everyone
interested in the relationship between theology, philosophy, and apologetics.
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