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Pearl Harbor and the Coming of the Pacific War

pearl harbor and the coming of the pacific war mark one of the most pivotal
moments in 20th-century history. This unexpected attack not only thrust the
United States into World War II but also dramatically reshaped the
geopolitical landscape of the Pacific region. Understanding the events
leading up to the attack on Pearl Harbor offers invaluable insight into how
tensions escalated between Japan and the United States, ultimately igniting
the Pacific War.

The Rising Tensions Before the Attack

In the years leading up to December 7, 1941, the relationship between Japan
and the United States was fraught with increasing tension. America’s growing
influence in the Pacific and its economic embargoes on Japan contributed
significantly to the hostile environment. Japan, eager to expand its empire
and secure resources, saw American presence in the Pacific as a direct threat
to its ambitions.

Japan’s Expansionist Policies

Japan’s imperialist goals became clear with its invasions of Manchuria in
1931 and China in 1937. These aggressive moves alarmed Western powers,
especially the United States, which had economic and strategic interests in
Asia and the Pacific. Japan’s desire to dominate East Asia and the Pacific
islands meant it required vast amounts of o0il, rubber, and other raw
materials — many of which were controlled by the US and its allies.

Economic Embargoes and Diplomatic Strains

To curb Japan’s expansion, the United States imposed strict economic
sanctions, including an oil embargo in 1941. This action severely threatened
Japan’s military and industrial capabilities. Diplomatic negotiations between
the two nations were ongoing but increasingly strained. Japan viewed the
embargoes as acts of aggression, while the US sought to contain Japan’s
militarism without resorting to war.



The Strategic Importance of Pearl Harbor

Pearl Harbor, located on the island of Oahu, Hawaii, was more than just a
naval base—it was the primary hub of the US Pacific Fleet. Its strategic
location made it a crucial defensive point for American interests in the
Pacific and a symbol of US power projection in the region.

A Naval Stronghold

By 1941, Pearl Harbor housed battleships, aircraft carriers, cruisers, and
submarines, making it one of the most formidable naval installations
worldwide. The base’s significance was not only military but also
psychological. For Japan to achieve its objective of expansion, neutralizing
the US Pacific Fleet was essential to prevent interference with its invasions
in Southeast Asia and the Pacific islands.

Why Pearl Harbor Was Targeted

Japan’s military planners believed that a surprise attack on Pearl Harbor
would cripple the US Navy long enough to allow Japan to consolidate its
gains. They aimed to deliver a decisive blow that would dissuade the US from
entering the war or at least delay American retaliation. The goal was to
create a strategic window in which Japan could establish a defensive
perimeter stretching across the Pacific.

The Attack on Pearl Harbor: A Day That Changed
History

The early morning of December 7, 1941, witnessed one of the most shocking
military strikes in history. Japanese aircraft launched a surprise attack
that caught the US forces off guard, resulting in significant losses and
damage.

The Course of the Attack

The assault consisted of two waves of bombers, torpedo planes, and fighters.
They targeted battleships, airfields, and other military installations.
Within less than two hours, eight battles



Frequently Asked Questions

What was the significance of the attack on Pearl
Harbor in the context of the Pacific War?

The attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, was a pivotal event that led
to the United States formally entering World War II, marking the beginning of
the Pacific War between the US and Japan.

Why did Japan choose to attack Pearl Harbor?

Japan attacked Pearl Harbor to neutralize the US Pacific Fleet, aiming to
prevent interference with its expansionist plans in Southeast Asia and the
Pacific.

How did the attack on Pearl Harbor impact American
public opinion?
The attack galvanized American public opinion, turning widespread

isolationism into strong support for entering World War II against Japan and
its allies.

What were the immediate military consequences of the
Pearl Harbor attack?

The attack resulted in significant losses for the US Navy, including
battleships and aircraft, but crucially, the US aircraft carriers were not in
port and survived, allowing the US to continue fighting effectively.

How did the attack on Pearl Harbor influence the
strategy of the Pacific War?

The attack forced the US to rapidly mobilize and adopt an island-hopping
strategy to regain territory from Japan and ultimately bring the war closer
to the Japanese mainland.

What role did intelligence and communication
failures play in the surprise of the Pearl Harbor
attack?

Failures in intelligence sharing, underestimation of Japanese intentions, and
communication lapses contributed to the US being unprepared for the surprise
nature of the Pearl Harbor attack.



Additional Resources

Pearl Harbor and the Coming of the Pacific War: An Analytical Review

pearl harbor and the coming of the pacific war represent a pivotal chapter in
20th-century history, marking the transition from escalating tensions to
full-scale conflict in the Asia-Pacific region. The surprise attack on
December 7, 1941, by the Imperial Japanese Navy against the United States
naval base at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, was not an isolated event but the
culmination of years of strategic posturing, economic sanctions, and
geopolitical rivalry. This article explores the complex factors that led to
this defining moment, the strategic decisions behind the attack, and its far-
reaching implications on the outbreak of the Pacific War.

The Geopolitical Context Leading to Pearl
Harbor

The origins of the Pacific War are deeply embedded in the broader context of
imperial ambitions and regional power struggles in East Asia. Japan’s rapid
modernization and militarization in the late 19th and early 20th centuries
had established it as a formidable power with expansionist designs,
especially towards China and Southeast Asia. The Japanese government sought
access to vital natural resources such as oil, rubber, and metals, which were
limited within the Japanese archipelago but abundant in neighboring
territories.

Tensions between Japan and Western powers, particularly the United States,
escalated over conflicting interests in the Pacific. The U.S. had significant
economic and military presence in the Philippines, Guam, and Hawaii, and was
determined to curb Japanese expansionism. This clash of interests was
exacerbated by a series of economic sanctions and embargoes imposed by the
U.S. and its allies in response to Japan’s incursions into China, notably the
invasion of Manchuria in 1931 and the Second Sino-Japanese War beginning in
1937.

Economic Sanctions and Diplomatic Breakdown

One of the most consequential moves that set the stage for Pearl Harbor was
the American embargo on o0il exports to Japan in mid-1941. 0il was Japan’s
lifeblood for its military machinery, and the embargo threatened to cripple
its war efforts. Diplomatic negotiations aimed at resolving these tensions
faltered repeatedly, with Japan demanding the lifting of embargoes and the
U.S. insisting on Japanese withdrawal from occupied territories.

The failure of diplomacy left Japan’s military leaders convinced that war
with the United States was inevitable. This belief fueled plans for a



preemptive strike to neutralize the U.S. Pacific Fleet, ensuring Japan could
proceed unhindered in its expansion into Southeast Asia.

Strategic Planning and Execution of the Pearl
Harbor Attack

The attack on Pearl Harbor was meticulously planned and executed by the
Japanese Imperial Navy under Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto. The objective was
clear: deliver a crippling blow to the U.S. naval capabilities in the
Pacific, thereby buying time for Japan to consolidate its gains and fortify
its defensive perimeter.

Operational Features of the Attack

On the morning of December 7, 1941, a fleet of six aircraft carriers launched
over 350 aircraft in a surprise assault. The attack targeted battleships,
airfields, and other military installations. Key elements of the operation
included:

e Use of torpedo bombers and dive bombers to maximize damage against
anchored battleships.

e Targeting of airfields to prevent American air response.

e Secrecy and timing to maximize surprise, with the attack occurring on a
Sunday morning.

Despite its tactical success in sinking or damaging eight battleships and
destroying nearly 200 aircraft, the attack failed to destroy American
aircraft carriers, which were not in the harbor at the time, nor did it
target critical infrastructure such as oil storage facilities.

Comparative Analysis: Pearl Harbor and Other
Surprise Attacks

In military history, surprise attacks have often shifted the momentum of
conflicts. Pearl Harbor shares similarities with the German Blitzkrieg
tactics in Europe, where speed and surprise aimed to paralyze the enemy.
However, unlike some surprise attacks that led to decisive long-term
victories, Pearl Harbor galvanized American public opinion and led to a
declaration of war, ultimately turning the tide against Japan.



Implications of Pearl Harbor on the Pacific War

The repercussions of Pearl Harbor extended far beyond the immediate
destruction. The attack directly precipitated the United States' entry into
World War II, transforming the conflict into a truly global war.

Mobilization and Shift in U.S. Military Strategy

Following the assault, the U.S. rapidly mobilized its military and industrial
capabilities. The Pacific theater became a central focus, with strategies
evolving to address the vast geographic challenges and the formidable
Japanese military presence.

Psychological and Political Impact

The surprise nature of the attack shocked the American public and leadership,
erasing isolationist tendencies and fostering a unified commitment to total
war. Politically, it solidified alliances, particularly with Britain and
China, and set the stage for a prolonged campaign across the Pacific islands.

Long-Term Effects on International Relations

Pearl Harbor also reshaped post-war geopolitics, emphasizing the importance
of American presence in Asia and the Pacific. The attack underscored the
vulnerabilities and interdependencies of global powers, influencing military
doctrines and diplomatic policies for decades.

Lessons from Pearl Harbor and the Prelude to
the Pacific War

Analyzing the lead-up to Pearl Harbor offers critical insights into
intelligence failures, the dangers of underestimating adversaries, and the
complexities of international diplomacy. The event highlights how economic
pressures and military calculations can escalate into full-scale war when
dialogue fails.

e Intelligence and Preparedness: Despite some warnings, U.S. intelligence
underestimated the likelihood and scale of an attack on Pearl Harbor.

e Strategic Miscalculations: Japan’s decision to attack was based on



assumptions about American morale and response that ultimately proved
incorrect.

e Diplomatic Shortcomings: The breakdown in negotiations illustrates how
rigid policies and mistrust can close off peaceful solutions.

In retrospect, the intersection of aggressive expansionism, resource
scarcity, and strategic misjudgment culminated in Pearl Harbor and the
broader Pacific War, demonstrating the fragile balance between diplomacy and
conflict.

The legacy of Pearl Harbor and the coming of the Pacific War remains a
critical study in military history, international relations, and the dynamics
that lead nations into war. Understanding this complex episode provides
valuable lessons on the consequences of geopolitical rivalry and the
imperative of vigilant diplomacy.

Pearl Harbor And The Coming Of The Pacific War

pearl harbor and the coming of the pacific war: Pearl Harbor and the Coming of the
Pacific War Akira Iriye, 1999 Assembling more than thirty primary documents - including
proposals, memoranda, decrypted messages, and imperial conference reports - Iriye presents
diplomatic exchanges from both American and Japanese perspectives to determine how and why the
United States and Japan went to war in 1941. A detailed introduction provides background on
Japanese aggression in China and Southeast Asia during the 1930s and economic unrest and
isolationism in the United States. Readings add an interpretive dimension, placing Pearl Harbor in
global context with essays from American, Japanese, Chinese, Soviet, German, British, and
Indonesian perspectives that explain how various countries applied pressure, offered assistance,
exacerbated rifts, and significantly affected negotiations and Japan's ultimate decision for war.

pearl harbor and the coming of the pacific war: Victors and Vanquished + Pearl Harbor and
the Coming of the Pacific War Stuart B. Schwartz, Akira Iriye, 2008-03-27

pearl harbor and the coming of the pacific war: A Gathering Darkness Haruo Tohmatsu, H.
P. Willmott, 2004-09-14 The United States' involvement in World War II began with the Japanese
bombing of Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941. But for Japan, the conflict began at a much earlier
date. This book focuses on Japan and the events in its military history leading up to and including
Pearl Harbor. Unique in its perspective, A Gathering Darkness shows how historical events in the
1920s and 1930s steered the country into war with America and its allies. A Gathering Darkness
looks at what happened inside Japan in the 1920s to change its outlook on the West. There was a
general repudiation of western values by Japanese society, and Japan turned its back on the outside
world and an international order that were making life difficult for the country. The treaties made in
Washington in the 1920s left Japan with a local supremacy that no other power, including Britain
and the United States, could challenge on the account of their lack of forward bases and their
commitments that precluded full deployment of forces in the western Pacific. A Gathering Darkness
shows why Japan became increasingly militant in the 1930s. The authors look at Japanese military
involvement in Manchuria beginning in September 1931. They cover the beginning of Japan's
involvement in China in 1937, a conflict in which Japan would up in a deadlock with the China
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theater of operations in the period 1939-1941. The book then analyzes the first five months of the
Pacific War, including the Pearl Harbor strike and the synchronization of offensive operations across
more than four thousand miles of ocean. It also investigates the dilemma Japan faced as it realized in
early 1942 that the United States was not going to collapse. A Gathering Darkness is the first volume
in SR Books' trilogy on the Pacific War. This book offers a fascinating look at the prelude to the
Pacific War and the early stages of the conflict that no one interested in World War II, military
history, or Japanese history will want to miss.

pearl harbor and the coming of the pacific war: Canada's Road to the Pacific War Timothy
Wilford, 2011-09-12 In December 1941, Japan attacked multiple targets in the Far East and the
Pacific, including Canadian battalions stationed in Hong Kong. The disaster suggested that the Allies
were totally unprepared for war. This book dispels that assumption by offering the first in-depth
account of Canadian intelligence gathering and strategic planning on the eve of the Pacific War.
Canadians worked closely with their US and Allied counterparts to develop a picture of Japan'’s
intentions and a strategic plan to meet challenges in the Pacific. Although Canada wanted to avoid
conflict with Japan until US participation was assured, policy makers anticipated action in the Pacific
and made preparations for defence, which included the internment of Japanese Canadians. By
highlighting Canada’s role as a Pacific power, Timothy Wilford sheds new light on events that led to
the crisis in the Far East, as well as to the creation of the Grand Alliance.

pearl harbor and the coming of the pacific war: The Cambridge History of the Second World
War: Volume 1, Fighting the War John Ferris, Evan Mawdsley, 2017-11-23 The military events of the
Second World War have been the subject of historical debate from 1945 to the present. It mattered
greatly who won, and fighting was the essential determinant of victory or defeat. In Volume 1 of The
Cambridge History of the Second World War a team of twenty-five leading historians offer a
comprehensive and authoritative new account of the war's military and strategic history. Part I
examines the military cultures and strategic objectives of the eight major powers involved. Part II
surveys the course of the war in its key theatres across the world, and assesses why one side or the
other prevailed there. Part III considers, in a comparative way, key aspects of military activity,
including planning, intelligence, and organisation of troops and matérial, as well as guerrilla fighting
and treatment of prisoners of war.

pearl harbor and the coming of the pacific war: International Relations and the Origins
of the Pacific War Ko Unoki, 2016-04-08 International Relations and the Origins of the Pacific War
takes the unique approach of examining the history of the relationship between Japan and the
United States by using the framework of international relations theories to search for the origins of
the Pacific War, that erupted with Japan's attack on Pearl Harbour in 1941.

pearl harbor and the coming of the pacific war: Strategic Instincts Dominic D. P. Johnson,
2022-08-30 A very timely book.—Anne-Marie Slaughter, CEO of New America How cognitive biases
can guide good decision making in politics and international relations A widespread assumption in
political science and international relations is that cognitive biases—quirks of the brain we all share
as human beings—are detrimental and responsible for policy failures, disasters, and wars. In
Strategic Instincts, Dominic Johnson challenges this assumption, explaining that these nonrational
behaviors can actually support favorable results in international politics and contribute to political
and strategic success. By studying past examples, he considers the ways that cognitive biases act as
“strategic instincts,” lending a competitive edge in policy decisions, especially under conditions of
unpredictability and imperfect information. Drawing from evolutionary theory and behavioral
sciences, Johnson looks at three influential cognitive biases—overconfidence, the fundamental
attribution error, and in-group/out-group bias. He then examines the advantageous as well as the
detrimental effects of these biases through historical case studies of the American Revolution, the
Munich Crisis, and the Pacific campaign in World War II. He acknowledges the dark side of
biases—when confidence becomes hubris, when attribution errors become paranoia, and when
group bias becomes prejudice. Ultimately, Johnson makes a case for a more nuanced understanding
of the causes and consequences of cognitive biases and argues that in the complex world of



international relations, strategic instincts can, in the right context, guide better performance.
Strategic Instincts shows how an evolutionary perspective can offer the crucial next step in bringing
psychological insights to bear on foundational questions in international politics.

pearl harbor and the coming of the pacific war: The Pacific War Papers Donald M.
Goldstein, 2014-05-27 The Pacific War Papers is an annotated collection of extremely rare Japanese
primary-source documents, translated into English, that provides an invalu-able resource for
historians and students of World War II. These naval and diplomatic documents come from the
collection of the late Gordon Prange, the eminent scholar of Pearl Harbor, who obtained them from
Japanese naval leaders while working for the Military History Section of the American forces that
occupied Japan. Donald M. Goldstein and Katherine V. Dillon have assembled this collection so that
these important documents are not lost to history. The editors also provide expert commentary to
introduce and explain the importance of the materials. This book forms the companion volume to
The Pearl Harbor Papers: Inside the Japanese Plans (Brassey's, Inc., 1993), which Goldstein and
Dillon also edited. Most of the documents published here are not available anywhere else, with many
translated for the first time. This edited collection covers three main topics: the Japanese navy
before World War II, prewar diplomacy and politics, and Japanese naval operations and policy during
the war. The documents include diary extracts and candid, short monographs written by
high-ranking Japanese officers immediately after the war. They shed new light on the vast naval
buildup before the war, the development of the navy's operational concepts for war with the United
States, the organization and tactics of aircraft carrier forces, and the failure of Japanese submarine
operations. No World War II library will be complete without this important volume.

pearl harbor and the coming of the pacific war: Origins of the Second World War Victor
Rothwell, 2001 Victor Rothwell examines the origins of World War II, from the flawed peace
settlement in 1919 to the start of the true world war at Pearl Harbor in 1941. He asks many
important questions. Why did the cause of peace advance in the 1920s, only to be stopped in its
tracks and threatened with reversal by the Great Depression?; what was the nature of Nazi thinking
about war, foreign policy, and the policy of appeasement that sought to accommodate the Third
Reich without again going to war? He also examines the events in the Far East at the time, and
draws a contrast between the role of the US and the Far East throughout the 1930s. Copyright ©
Libri GmbH. All rights reserved.

pearl harbor and the coming of the pacific war: The War of the World Niall Ferguson,
2007-10-30 From the bestselling author of The Ascent of Money and The Square and the Tower Even
those who have read widely in 20th-century history will find fresh, surprising details. —The Boston
Globe A fascinating read, thanks to Ferguson's gifts as a writer of clear, energetic narrative history.
—The Washington Post Astonishing in its scope and erudition, this is the magnum opus that Niall
Ferguson's numerous acclaimed works have been leading up to. In it, he grapples with perhaps the
most challenging questions of modern history: Why was the twentieth century history's bloodiest by
far? Why did unprecedented material progress go hand in hand with total war and genocide? His
quest for new answers takes him from the walls of Nanjing to the bloody beaches of Normandy, from
the economics of ethnic cleansing to the politics of imperial decline and fall. The result, as brilliantly
written as it is vital, is a great historian's masterwork.

pearl harbor and the coming of the pacific war: From Isolation to War Justus D. Doenecke,
John E. Wilz, 2014-08-26 In a major revision of this popular text, Dr. Justus Doenecke integrates
scholarly research conducted in the 1990s to offer readers a fresh picture of the major events and
historiographical controversies in American diplomacy in the decade before Japan's attack on Pearl
Harbor. Individual chapters center on the aftermath of World War I, the Manchurian crisis, the
expansion of Germany and Japan and the U.S. response, FDR's policy towards Europe from the
Munich conference to his shoot-on-sight orders, and Roosevelt's stance toward Asia from the
termination of the 1911 trade treaty with Japan and the breaking of diplomatic relations. A final
chapter considers the background of the Pearl Harbor attack, stressing not only the role of Admiral
Yamamoto but the revisionist arguments concerning event, including the devil theory of the



president's culpability. This third edition includes entirely new material including discussions of
Roosevelt's leadership style, the recognition of the Soviet Union, policy toward Cuba and Mexico,
Pan-American conferences, the 1940 mission of Sumner Welles, the Four Freedoms, and the U.S.
Army victory plan of autumn 1940. Certain other passages have been expanded, such as those
concerning the background of American anti-interventionism, major peace groups, the London
Economic Conference of 1933, the Ethiopian conflict, the Spanish Civil War, the Nye Committee, the
predicament of Jewish refugees, the Soviet-Finnish war, FDR's Japan diplomacy and his last-minute
assurances to British ambassador Halifax, and the latest arguments over Pearl Harbor. Also new to
this edition is a collection of striking photographs. The third edition of this informative and engaging
text-one enjoyed by instructors and students alike for decades-is appropriate for use in the U.S.
history survey as well as in course on twentieth-century history, American foreign diplomacy, and
international relations.

pearl harbor and the coming of the pacific war: Britain, Southeast Asia and the Onset of the
Pacific War Nicholas Tarling, 2006-11-02 This book describes British policy in South-East Asia in the
early years of World War II. Britain, a major colonial power in Asia at this time, was unable to
maintain its military dominance as war with Germany taxed its resources. Instead, Britain attempted
to establish diplomatic dominance, trying to avert the Japanese military expansion and total
penetration of Asia, and relying on the Americans to help. This book focuses in detail on Britain's
wartime relations with Dutch India, the Philippines, French Indo-China and Thailand. It is an
important reinterpretation of the origins of the Pacific War which escalated European conflict into a
world war.

pearl harbor and the coming of the pacific war: Japan’s Road to the Pacific War James
William Morley, 1995-01-05 Japan's Road to the Pacific War

pearl harbor and the coming of the pacific war: The Abyss Niall Ferguson, 2012-10-23
Excerpted from Niall Ferguson’s sprawling bestseller The War of the World, The Abyss now stands
on its own as one of the most thrilling short histories of World War I ever written. This is not a
conventional military history about battles and generals. Rather, The Abyss examines how World
War I saw the birth of total war—fought between societies as much as armies—and must therefore
be understood in terms of the financial crises it unleashed, the multinational empires it destroyed,
and the hateful ideas it propagated. The most remarkable thing about the war, Ferguson shows us,
is how shockingly unexpected it was. At a time when economic integration and technology seemed to
be rendering war between great powers impossible, World War I was the moment when that process
went into reverse and the lethal forces of ethnic disintegration took over. Now, on the cusp of the
100th anniversary of its outbreak, we can see World War I as much more than just four years of
industrialized slaughter. Weaving together the economics of empire and the ideology of race—and
featuring an original preface by the author as well a teaser from his new paperback Civilization—The
Abyss is world history at its finest.

pearl harbor and the coming of the pacific war: Qil Logistics In The Pacific War In And
After Pearl Harbor Major Patrick H. Donovan, 2015-11-06 This research paper focuses on oil and
its importance to operations in the Pacific during World War II. It specifically concentrates on the
period before Japanese-U.S. hostilities, through the strike on Pearl Harbor, and concludes with
operations in the Solomon Islands. A secure and reliable source of oil was one of the primary reasons
that Japan chose to go to war with the United States that fateful Sunday in December 1941. The
Japanese understood their country’s need for oil and other resources, but never conformed their
military strategy to achieve their national objective of economic self-sufficiency. The Japanese Navy
pedantically espoused a maritime strategy that required the United States Navy to fight a war
according to the Japanese playbook. The Japanese Navy never understood the importance that oil,
including its storage and transportation, had to all Navies that tried to steam the great expanses of
the Pacific. This lack of logistical foresight was to eventually play a major role in Japan’s defeat in
the Pacific. Commanders and their staffs must never forget the importance operational logistics
plays in achieving operational and national objectives. This research provides the reader a valuable



example of the importance of logistics in the execution of operational strategy while pursuing
national goals. Although it is valuable to learn from one’s own personal mistakes, it is usually less
painful to learn from someone else’s error, and thereby ensure that their blunder does not become
your own.

pearl harbor and the coming of the pacific war: Origins of the Pacific War and the
Importance of 'Magic' Keiichiro Komatsu, 2018-10-24 'Magic' was the name given to the American
decoding of the secret Japanese codes used in diplomatic communications before and during the
Pacific War of 1941-45. This important new work, presenting a Japanese perspective, argues for the
first time that in the final phase of the eight months of US-Japan talks leading to the attack on Pearl
Harbor, serious mistranslations in Magic were a significant factor in the cumulative effect of mutual
misunderstandings which grew between the two sides over a longer period. In spite of the number of
historians who take the opposite point of view, the author argues that the efforts made by the
participants on both sides to achieve a successful outcome and avert military conflict, or at least
delay the outbreak of the war until the following March (1942), might have been much closer to
achieving success than generally believed. The mistranslations of Magic which led to the crisis in
1941 were influenced by misunderstanding and misperception, and the persistence of stereotypes
and 'images' among the parties involved. The study of these kinds of phenomena has been an
important part of the growth of the discipline of international relations since the Second World War.

pearl harbor and the coming of the pacific war: President Roosevelt and the Coming of
the War, 1941 Charles Beard, 2017-09-29 Conceived by Charles Beard as a sequel to his
provocative study of American Foreign Policy in the Making, 1932-1940, President Roosevelt and the
Coming of the War outraged a nation, permanently damaging Beard's status as America's most
influential historian.Beard's main argument is that both Democratic and Republican leaders, but
Roosevelt above all, worked quietly in 1940 and 1941 to insinuate the United States into the Second
World War. Basing his work on available congressional records and administrative reports, Beard
concludes that FDR's image as a neutral, peace-loving leader was a smokescreen, behind which he
planned for war against Germany and Japan even well before the attack on Pearl Harbor.Beard
contends that the distinction between aiding allies in Europe like Great Britain and maintaining
strict neutrality with respect to nations like Germany and Japan was untenable. Beard does not
argue that all nations were alike, or that some did and others did not merit American support, but
rather that Roosevelt chose to aid Great Britain secretly and unconstitutionally rather than making
the case to the American public. President Roosevelt shifted from a policy of neutrality to one of
armed intervention, but he did so without surrendering the appearance, the fiction of neutrality. This
core argument makes the work no less explosive in 2003 than it was when first issued in 1948.

pearl harbor and the coming of the pacific war: The Pacific Campaign in World War II
William Bruce Johnson, 2006-05-02 This is a fascinating new account of how diplomacy and politics
gave way to military strategy and warfare in the Pacific. Presenting previously unpublished
photographs, interviews with veterans, newly commissioned maps and new translations of Japanese
sources, this book freshly examines the key events in the fight for the Pacific. Detailing the
background to the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor it shows how the decision-makers in
Washington, following consultation with the leaders of Britain, Australia and New Zealand, moved to
stop Japan from its drive toward Australia by initiating a counterthrust in the Solomon Islands. It
also shows how qualities and character of leadership are crucial to winning wars, detailing how
Admiral Ernest J. King managed to commit the Marine Corps to ground action in the South Pacific
six months earlier than originally planned, by ignoring the Roosevelt’s commitment to defeat
Germany prior to fighting Japan, and by outmaneuvering Gen. Douglas MacArthur for leadership. It
also explains how Marines under Maj. Gen. A.A. Vandegrift, despite inadequate logistical support,
managed to prevail in the Americans’ first ground campaign of World War II, making Japan's
ultimate defeat inevitable. In addition to recounting these key events, it traces how censorship and
patriotism influenced the reporting of the conflict in America, how Hollywood films further shaped
public opinion by portraying the significant events in particular ways, and how certain crucial



decisions such as the early bombing raid of Tokyo, and giving Douglas MacArthur command of the
war effort in Australia, were political rather than strategic, and were made to foster morale rather
than to gain any military advantage. This book will be of great interest to all students and scholars of
Military History, and to all readers with a general interest in World War II, particularly in the
conflicts of the Pacific, Pearl Harbor and Guadalcanal.

pearl harbor and the coming of the pacific war: The Oil Wars Myth Emily L. Meierding,
2020-05-15 Do countries fight wars for 0il? Given the resource's exceptional military and economic
importance, most people assume that states will do anything to obtain it. Challenging this
conventional wisdom, The Oil Wars Myth reveals that countries do not launch major conflicts to
acquire petroleum resources. Emily Meierding argues that the costs of foreign invasion, territorial
occupation, international retaliation, and damage to oil company relations deter even the most
powerful countries from initiating classic oil wars. Examining a century of interstate violence, she
demonstrates that, at most, countries have engaged in mild sparring to advance their petroleum
ambitions. The Oil Wars Myth elaborates on these findings by reassessing the presumed oil motives
for many of the twentieth century's most prominent international conflicts: World War II, the two
American Gulf wars, the Iran-Iraq War, the Falklands/Malvinas War, and the Chaco War. These case
studies show that countries have consistently refrained from fighting for oil. Meierding also explains
why oil war assumptions are so common, despite the lack of supporting evidence. Since classic oil
wars exist at the intersection of need and greed—two popular explanations for resource grabs—they
are unusually easy to believe in. The Oil Wars Myth will engage and inform anyone interested in oil,
war, and the narratives that connect them.

pearl harbor and the coming of the pacific war: The Pacific War Bernard C. Nalty,
2015-06-25 There has never been a war like the one in the Pacific between the American Allies and
the Empire of Japan. Unrivalled in its scope, it was a clash of cultures that turned tropical islands
into killing grounds and laid waste cities with weapons of mass destruction. It turned World War II
into a global war and ended with Japan's surrender. Here, an expert panel of ex-servicemen and
military historians describe with clarity and dramatic detail each step of the conflict, providing a
unique account of the myriad operations and underlying strategy of the bitter struggle to defeat
Japan.
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