
meantime by carol ann duffy
**Exploring "Meantime" by Carol Ann Duffy: A Poignant Reflection on War and
Memory**

meantime by carol ann duffy is a deeply evocative poem that captures the
emotional and physical aftermath of war, written with the poignant
sensitivity that characterizes Duffy’s work. As the UK’s former Poet
Laureate, Carol Ann Duffy has a remarkable ability to blend personal
experience with broader social and historical themes, and "Meantime" stands
out as a moving exploration of loss, memory, and the quiet, lingering effects
of conflict.

Understanding "Meantime" by Carol Ann Duffy

"Meantime" is part of Carol Ann Duffy’s collection *The World’s Wife*, where
she gives voice to women often overlooked in traditional narratives. This
poem, however, shifts the focus to the aftermath of war, specifically the
Falklands War of 1982, which left a profound mark on British society. The
poem is narrated by a mother whose son has gone off to fight, and it vividly
captures the tension and sorrow experienced by those waiting at home.

The Context Behind "Meantime"

To fully appreciate "Meantime," understanding the historical context enriches
the reading experience. The Falklands War was a brief but intense conflict
between the United Kingdom and Argentina over the Falkland Islands. Many
families in Britain were left in turmoil, waiting anxiously for news of their
loved ones. Duffy’s poem gives voice to this collective anxiety and personal
grief, making it a powerful commentary on the human cost of war.

Key Themes in "Meantime"

Several themes emerge strongly in "Meantime," each contributing to the poem’s
emotional depth:

- **Waiting and Uncertainty:** The poem’s title itself suggests a liminal
space—the time between events, filled with anticipation and dread.
- **Loss and Grief:** The mother’s perspective reveals the personal toll of
war, highlighting the emotional void left by those who do not return.
- **Memory and Mourning:** The poem explores how families cope with absence,
using memory as both a solace and a source of pain.
- **The Domestic vs. The Battlefield:** Duffy contrasts the safety of home
with the violence of war, underscoring the disconnect between the two worlds.



The Poetic Techniques in "Meantime" by Carol
Ann Duffy

One of the reasons "Meantime" resonates so deeply is Duffy’s masterful use of
poetic devices, which bring the mother’s experience to life in vivid detail.

Imagery and Symbolism

Duffy employs stark, often haunting imagery to evoke the emotional landscape
of the poem. For example, she uses domestic symbols—such as the kitchen, the
clock, and the radio—to represent the everyday life that continues despite
the looming shadow of war. These images ground the poem in relatable
experience, while the contrasting images of violence and death underscore the
underlying tension.

Structure and Form

The poem’s structure reflects the fragmented nature of the mother’s thoughts
and the disjointed passage of time during the "meantime." The irregular rhyme
scheme and enjambment create a conversational, almost stream-of-consciousness
effect that pulls readers directly into the narrator’s emotional state. This
form enhances the theme of uncertainty and the feeling of being caught in
limbo.

Tone and Voice

The tone in "Meantime" is intimate and mournful, marked by quiet despair
rather than overt anger or protest. Duffy’s choice to narrate from the
mother’s perspective adds a personal touch that invites empathy and
understanding. The voice is restrained yet powerful, conveying deep pain
without resorting to melodrama.

Why "Meantime" by Carol Ann Duffy Matters Today

Despite being written decades ago, "Meantime" remains relevant in
contemporary discussions about war, memory, and the impact on families. The
poem’s universal themes transcend its specific historical context, making it
a timeless reflection on the cost of conflict.



Connecting with Modern Readers

In an age where global conflicts continue to disrupt lives, "Meantime" offers
a poignant reminder of the quiet suffering endured by those left behind. Its
focus on the personal and domestic consequences of war encourages readers to
consider the human stories often lost in political debates or news headlines.

Educational Value

"Meantime" is frequently studied in schools and universities for its rich
thematic content and sophisticated use of poetic techniques. It provides an
excellent entry point for discussions about war poetry, gender perspectives
in literature, and the role of memory in shaping historical narratives.

Tips for Analyzing "Meantime" by Carol Ann
Duffy

If you’re studying the poem or simply want to delve deeper into its meaning,
here are some tips to enhance your understanding:

Focus on the narrator’s perspective: Consider how the mother’s voice
shapes the emotional tone and what it reveals about the experience of
waiting during wartime.

Examine the imagery: Pay attention to the domestic symbols and how they
contrast with the theme of war.

Notice the poem’s structure: Look at how line breaks and enjambment
affect the pace and mood.

Consider historical context: Research the Falklands War to better grasp
the real-world events behind the poem.

Reflect on universal themes: Think about how the poem’s themes relate to
other conflicts and personal experiences of loss.

The Lasting Impact of Carol Ann Duffy’s
"Meantime"

Carol Ann Duffy’s "Meantime" stands as a testament to poetry’s ability to



capture complex emotions and social realities with nuance and empathy. By
giving voice to the silent suffering of those waiting at home, Duffy expands
the traditional war narrative and invites readers into a space of reflection
and remembrance.

Whether you are a student, literature enthusiast, or simply curious about
poetry’s role in grappling with history, "Meantime" offers a moving and
insightful journey into the human heart amidst the turmoil of war. Its
delicate balance of personal grief and broader social commentary ensures that
this poem continues to resonate, reminding us of the often invisible costs of
conflict and the enduring power of memory.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'Meantime' by Carol Ann
Duffy?
The central theme of 'Meantime' is the experience of waiting and the passage
of time, often highlighting feelings of uncertainty and the emotional impact
of being in a state of limbo.

How does Carol Ann Duffy use imagery in 'Meantime'
to convey emotion?
Duffy employs vivid and often stark imagery in 'Meantime' to evoke a sense of
isolation and anticipation, using everyday objects and settings to reflect
the speaker's inner turmoil and the slow passage of time.

What poetic devices are prominent in 'Meantime' by
Carol Ann Duffy?
Prominent poetic devices in 'Meantime' include metaphor, simile, and
enjambment, which Duffy uses to create a flowing, reflective tone and to
emphasize the themes of waiting and emotional tension.

How does 'Meantime' reflect Carol Ann Duffy's style
as a poet?
'Meantime' reflects Duffy's style through its accessible language, emotional
depth, and focus on personal experience, often exploring complex feelings
with clarity and empathy.

In what way does 'Meantime' explore the concept of



time?
'Meantime' explores time as both a physical and psychological experience,
portraying how waiting can alter perception and emphasizing the tension
between the present moment and an anticipated future.

Additional Resources
Meantime by Carol Ann Duffy: An In-Depth Exploration of Urban Desolation and
Human Resilience

meantime by carol ann duffy stands as a poignant poetic narrative capturing
the bleakness and quiet desperation of urban life during times of economic
hardship. This poem, penned by one of Britain’s foremost contemporary poets,
Carol Ann Duffy, delves into themes of unemployment, stagnation, and the
subtle endurance of everyday people. Through vivid imagery and a stark tone,
Duffy offers readers a window into the lives of those caught in the liminal
space of “meantime”—a period suspended between hope and despair.

The poem is often studied for its social commentary and emotional depth,
reflecting the socio-economic landscape of 1980s Britain under Thatcherism,
where unemployment rates soared and communities faced profound uncertainty.
By analyzing “meantime by carol ann duffy,” one gains insight into not only
the historical context but also timeless human experiences of waiting, loss,
and resilience.

Contextualizing “Meantime” in Carol Ann Duffy’s
Oeuvre

Carol Ann Duffy, appointed the UK’s Poet Laureate in 2009, is renowned for
her ability to infuse poetry with social consciousness and emotional
immediacy. “Meantime,” featured in her collection *Standing Female Nude*
(1985), is emblematic of her early work that often highlights marginalized
voices and urban realities.

The poem is situated within a period marked by high unemployment and
industrial decline in Britain. Duffy’s work in this era captures the palpable
tension and collective inertia experienced by many. “Meantime by carol ann
duffy” is thus more than a reflection; it is an artistic indictment of socio-
political neglect and a tribute to human endurance amid hardship.

In-Depth Analysis of “Meantime by Carol Ann



Duffy”

At its core, “meantime by carol ann duffy” explores the concept of
waiting—not just as a physical act but as a metaphor for societal paralysis.
The poem’s structure and language evoke a sense of suspended time,
reinforcing the stagnation felt by individuals trapped in economic and
emotional limbo.

Imagery and Symbolism

Duffy employs stark, industrial imagery to evoke the bleakness of the urban
environment. References to “factories” and “deserted streets” paint a picture
of abandonment and decay. This visual desolation mirrors the internal
desolation of the unemployed workers who populate the poem’s narrative space.

Symbolism plays a crucial role as well. The “meantime” itself suggests a
transient, in-between state—neither fully engaged in life nor completely
resigned. It embodies the liminality of the characters’ circumstances, caught
between past stability and an uncertain future.

Tonal and Linguistic Elements

The tone throughout the poem is somber and reflective, yet underscored by a
subtle defiance. Duffy’s choice of plain, unadorned language reflects the
stark realities of the subjects’ lives. The absence of ornate diction serves
to heighten the authenticity and immediacy of the experience.

Repetition and rhythm contribute to the poem’s hypnotic quality, mirroring
the monotony of waiting. This stylistic choice deepens the reader’s immersion
into the psychological space of the unemployed individuals, emphasizing the
relentless passage of time without progress.

Thematic Exploration

“Meantime by carol ann duffy” tackles multiple intersecting themes:

Economic Hardship: The poem foregrounds the impact of unemployment,
illustrating how economic instability permeates personal and communal
life.

Isolation and Community: While the poem depicts loneliness, it also
hints at a shared experience among those waiting, suggesting a fragile
sense of solidarity.



Time and Stasis: The exploration of “meantime” as a temporal concept
underscores the paralysis and anticipation inherent in waiting for
change.

Resilience and Endurance: Despite pervasive despair, the poem subtly
acknowledges the quiet strength of those enduring hardship.

Comparative Perspectives: “Meantime” and
Contemporary Urban Poetry

When placed alongside other urban-centered works, “meantime by carol ann
duffy” reveals both shared concerns and unique stylistic approaches. For
instance, poets like Philip Larkin and Seamus Heaney also grappled with
themes of alienation and socio-economic uncertainty, but Duffy’s voice is
distinct in its direct engagement with gendered and class-based perspectives.

Unlike some contemporaries who may adopt a more nostalgic or rural focus,
Duffy’s urban landscape is immediate and unvarnished. This realism aligns her
with movements toward social realism in poetry, emphasizing the lived
experience of marginalized urban communities.

Pros and Cons of Duffy’s Approach in “Meantime”

Pros: The poem’s accessibility through plain language allows a broad
audience to connect with its themes. Its vivid imagery and emotional
resonance offer a powerful critique of socio-political conditions.

Cons: Some readers may find the starkness and bleak tone challenging, as
it offers little in the way of overt optimism or resolution. The poem’s
focus on a specific socio-historical context might limit its immediate
relevance for readers unfamiliar with 1980s Britain.

Relevance of “Meantime by Carol Ann Duffy”
Today

Despite its rootedness in a particular era, “meantime by carol ann duffy”
retains contemporary significance. The themes of economic uncertainty,
unemployment, and societal neglect resonate strongly in today’s global
climate, marked by economic downturns and social upheavals.



Moreover, the poem’s exploration of waiting and stasis can be metaphorically
extended to modern experiences of political gridlock, pandemic-related
disruptions, and personal uncertainty. Duffy’s articulation of resilience
amid adversity continues to inspire readers and scholars alike.

Educational and Critical Reception

“Meantime” is frequently included in academic curricula focusing on modern
British poetry, social commentary, and gender studies. Critics often
highlight Duffy’s capacity to humanize socio-political issues through
intimate, grounded narratives.

Its inclusion in anthologies and exam syllabi has cemented the poem’s status
as a key work for understanding the intersection of poetry and social history
in late 20th-century Britain.

In summary, “meantime by carol ann duffy” stands as a testament to poetry’s
power to encapsulate complex social realities through concise yet evocative
language. The poem’s enduring appeal lies in its honest portrayal of human
resilience amid the stagnation and uncertainty that define many lives, both
in the past and the present.
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  meantime by carol ann duffy: Mean Time Carol Ann Duffy, 1993
  meantime by carol ann duffy: 'Choosing Tough Words' Angelica Michelis, Antony Rowland,
2003 If the post of Poet Laureate was allocated on the basis of popularity, Carol Ann Duffy would
have been the first woman to hold this prestigious post. Like Philip Larkin in his day, Duffy is both a
poet respected by many academics and teachers, and widely read and enjoyed by children and adult
readers of poetry. This is the first full-length collection of essays on the poetry of Carol Ann Duffy,
approaching and exploring her work from a variety of literary theoretical perspectives, including
feminism, masculinity, national identity, and post-structuralism. This lively anthology situates Duffy's
poems in relation to current debates about the state, value and social relevance of contemporary
British poetry.
  meantime by carol ann duffy: Poem a Day Karen McCosker, Nicolas Albery, 2025-09-02 Fill
your life with more poetry, every day of the year! Read it daily by yourself or use it to connect with
friends or your book club A book for self-discovery, and also sharing, with more than 100,000 copies
sold! This book is a dream, a revivalist campaign, a challenge, a book of days, and an anthology, all
in one. — The Guardian Features 366 poems old and new, one for each day of the year, each worth
discovering, sharing, or learning by heart. On most pages readers will also find brief, often amusing,
always interesting details about the poets and their poems to enrich the experience. Poem a Day
makes an ideal gift for just about any occasion. It can bring together friends and loved ones, who,
whether across town or across the country, can share the ritual of reading the same poem each day.
And it is a wonderful companion for anyone who wants to make poetry a part of everyday life. Poem
a Day is truly a beautiful poetry collection from the classics to the present. The book provides: · a
great introduction to poetry and poets · a diverse range of poets and styles · a short bio of each
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author at the bottom of the page, which makes reading the poem more meaningful
  meantime by carol ann duffy: The Language of Contemporary Poetry Lesley Jeffries,
2022-09-30 This book introduces a new way of looking at how poems mean, drawing on the
framework first developed in the author’s book Critical Stylistics, but applied here to aesthetic more
than ideological meaning. The aim is to empower readers of poetry to articulate the features of
poetic language that they come across and explain to themselves and others why these features
convey the meanings that they do. While this volume focuses on contemporary poets writing in
English and mostly based in the UK and Ireland, the framework will work just as well for other eras’
poetry, as well as for other cultures and languages.
  meantime by carol ann duffy: The Bloomsbury Introduction to Adaptation Studies
Yvonne Griggs, 2016-02-25 From David Lean's big screen Great Expectations to Alejandro
Amenábar's reinvention of The Turn of the Screw as The Others, adaptations of literary classics are
a constant feature of popular culture today. The Bloomsbury Introduction to Adaptation Studies
helps students master the history, theory and practice of analysing literary adaptations. Following
an introductory overview of major debates and concepts, each chapter focuses on a canonical text
and features: - Case study readings of adaptations in a variety of media, from film to opera, televised
drama to animated comedy show, YA fiction to novel/graphic novel. - Coverage of popular
appropriations and re-imaginings of the text. - Discussion questions and creative exercises
throughout to guide students through their own analyses. - Annotated guides to further reading and
viewing plus online resources. - The book also includes chapter overviews and a glossary of critical
terms to give students quick access to key information for further study, reference and revision. The
Bloomsbury Introduction to Adaptation Studies covers adaptations of: Jane Eyre; Great Expectations;
The Turn of the Screw; The Great Gatsby.
  meantime by carol ann duffy: Poetic Revelations Mark S. Burrows, Jean Ward, Małgorzata
Grzegorzewska, 2016-08-12 This book explores the much debated relation of language and bodily
experience (i.e. the 'flesh'), considering in particular how poetry functions as revelatory discourse
and thus relates to the formal horizon of theological inquiry. The central thematic focus is around a
'phenomenology of the flesh' as that which connects us with the world, being the site of perception
and feeling, joy and suffering, and of life itself in all its vulnerability. The voices represented in this
collection reflect interdisciplinary methods of interpretation and broadly ecumenical sensibilities,
focusing attention on such matters as the revelatory nature of language in general and poetic
language in particular, the function of poetry in society, the question of Incarnation and its relation
to language and the poetic arts, the kenosis of the Word, and human embodiment in relation to the
word 'enfleshed' in poetry.
  meantime by carol ann duffy: London Magazine , 1993
  meantime by carol ann duffy: The World's Wife Carol Ann Duffy, 2014-12-15 This unique
collection of poems from the Poet Laureate, filled with her characteristic wit, is a feminist classic
and a modern take on age-old mythology. Who? Him. The Husband. Hero. Hunk. The Boy Next Door.
The Paramour. The Je t'adore. Behind every famous man is a great woman – and from the
quick-tongued Mrs Darwin to the lascivious Frau Freud, from the adoring Queen Kong to the
long-suffering wife of the Devil himself, each one steps from her counterpart's shadow to tell her
side of the story in this irresistible collection. Original, subversive, full of imagination and quicksilver
wit, The World's Wife is Poet Laureate Carol Ann Duffy at her beguiling best.
  meantime by carol ann duffy: A Companion to Contemporary British and Irish Poetry, 1960 -
2015 Wolfgang Gortschacher, David Malcolm, 2020-12-10 A comprehensive and scholarly review of
contemporary British and Irish Poetry With contributions from noted scholars in the field, A
Companion to Contemporary British and Irish Poetry, 1960-2015 offers a collection of writings from
a diverse group of experts. They explore the richness of individual poets, genres, forms, techniques,
traditions, concerns, and institutions that comprise these two distinct but interrelated national
poetries. Part of the acclaimed Blackwell Companion to Literature and Culture series, this book
contains a comprehensive survey of the most important contemporary Irish and British poetry. The



contributors provide new perspectives and positions on the topic. This important book: Explores the
institutions, histories, and receptions of contemporary Irish and British poetry Contains
contributions from leading scholars of British and Irish poetry Includes an analysis of the most
prominent Irish and British poets Puts contemporary Irish and British poetry in context Written for
students and academics of contemporary poetry, A Companion to Contemporary British and Irish
Poetry, 1960-2015 offers a comprehensive review of contemporary poetry from a wide range of
diverse contributors.
  meantime by carol ann duffy: Contemporary British and Irish Poetry Sarah Broom,
2005-10-18 Sarah Broom provides an engaging, challenging and lively introduction to contemporary
British and Irish poetry. The book covers work by poets from a wide range of ethnic and regional
backgrounds and covers a broad range of poetic styles, including mainstream names like Seamus
Heaney and Carol Ann Duffy alongside more marginal and experimental poets like Tom Raworth and
Geraldine Monk. Contemporary British and Irish Poetry tackles the most compelling and contentious
issues facing poetry today.
  meantime by carol ann duffy: Faery Tales Carol Ann Duffy, 2014-11-04 O nce upon a time,
there was a rich merchant who had three daughters. The girls were just as clever as they were bella
and none more so than the youngest, whose name was Beauty. Disappear to faraway lands of wicked
witches, evil monsters and brave heroines in Poet Laureate Carol Ann Duffy's stunning collection of
fairy tales. Including her beautiful and haunting retellings of the Grimm classics Hansel and Gretel,
Snow White and the Pied Piper, as well as other tales from around the world, and new stories of her
own, this book will make you think again about once upon a time . . . With ethereal illustrations by
Tommi Tomislav, this uncommonly beautiful book is a very special introduction to - or reminder of -
many classic fairy tales.
  meantime by carol ann duffy: Poems for Every Day of the Year Nicholas Albery, 2003 In times
past, Americans with a love of poetry routinely learned by heart dozens of poems - Shakespeare's
sonnets, stirring patriotic verse, odes to churchyards and elegies for the departed, the wit of Dorothy
Parker and the music of Swinburne or Poe or Yeats. This collections includes 366 poems old and
new, one for each day of the year, worth learning by heart. All share two things in common - they are
short enough to learn in a day, and good enough to stand with the great poetry of the language, from
Chaucer to Sylvia Plath. On most pages readers will also find brief, often amusing, interesting trivia
about the poets and their poems.
  meantime by carol ann duffy: Love Carol Ann Duffy, 2023-02-02 In Love, Carol Ann Duffy, one
of the English language’s best-loved living poets presents from her own archives, in chronological
order, her favourites among her poems on the theme of love, drawing on work written over four
decades, and she adds to her selection one new poem. It makes for a sequence that is sensual,
stimulating, irresistible.
  meantime by carol ann duffy: Collected Poems Carol Ann Duffy, 2015-11-05 Carol Ann Duffy
has been a bold and original voice in British poetry since the publication of Standing Female Nude in
1985. Since then she has won every major poetry prize in the United Kingdom and sold over one
million copies of her books around the world. She was appointed Poet Laureate in 2009. Her first
Collected Poems includes all of the poems from her nine acclaimed volumes of adult poetry - from
Standing Female Nude to Ritual Lighting - as well as her much-loved Christmas poems, which
celebrate aspects of Christmas: from the charity of King Wenceslas to the famous truce between the
Allies and the Germans in the trenches in 1914. Endlessly varied, wonderfully inventive, and
emotionally powerful, the poems in this book showcase Duffy's full poetic range: there are poems
written in celebration and in protest; public poems and deeply personal ones; poems that are funny,
sexy, heartbroken, wise. Taken together they affirm her belief that 'poetry is the music of being
human'. Collected Poems is both the perfect single-volume introduction for new readers and a
glorious opportunity for old friends to celebrate thirty years' work by one of the country's greatest
literary talents. It confirms indisputably that 'Carol Ann Duffy is the most humane and accessible
poet of our time' (Rose Tremain, Guardian).



  meantime by carol ann duffy: Whitaker's Shorts 2016: The Year in Review Bloomsbury
Publishing, 2015-11-19 Now in its 148th edition Whitaker's Almanack is the definitive reference
guide containing a comprehensive overview of every aspect of UK infrastructure and an excellent
introduction to world politics. Available only as ebooks, Whitaker's Shorts are selected themed
sections from Whitaker's 2016: portable and perfect for those with specific interests within the print
edition. Whitaker's Shorts 2016: The Year in Review includes a digest of the 2014-15 year's events in
the UK and abroad and articles covering subjects as diverse as Archaeology, Conservation, Business
and Finance, Music, Dance, Film and Weather. There is also an A-Z listing of all the results for the
major sporting events from Alpine Skiing through to Fencing, Football, Horse Racing, Rugby, Polo
and Tennis.
  meantime by carol ann duffy: Creative Writing Jane Yeh, Sally O'Reilly, 2022-11-10 Creative
Writing: A Workbook with Readings provides a complete creative writing course: from ways to
jump-start your writing and inspire your creativity, right through to presenting your work to agents
and publishers. It covers the genres of fiction, poetry and life writing (including autobiography,
biography and travel writing), combining discussions of technique with readings and exercises to
guide you step by step towards becoming more adept at creative writing. The second edition has
been updated and in large part newly written, with readings by a diverse group of contemporary
authors displaying a variety of styles and approaches. Each chapter also features an array of
inspiring writing exercises, enabling you to experiment with different methods and discover your
strengths. Above all, Creative Writing: A Workbook with Readings will help you to develop your
abilities while nurturing your individual voice as a writer.
  meantime by carol ann duffy: The Cambridge Guide to Women's Writing in English Lorna
Sage, 1999-09-30 This Guide aims to consolidate and epitomise the re-reading of women's writing
that has gone on in the last twenty-five years. This is an opportunity for stock-taking - a timely
project, when so much writing has been rediscovered, reclaimed and republished. There are entries
on writers, on individual texts, and on general terms, genres and movements, all printed in a single
alphabetical sequence. The earliest written documents in medieval English (the visionary writings of
Julian of Norwich and Margery Kempe) are covered in an historical - and geographical - sweep that
takes us up to the present day. The book reflects the spread of literacy, the history of colonisation
and the development of post-colonial cultures using and changing the English language. The entries
are written by contributors from all the countries covered. The result is a work of reference with a
unique feeling for the vitality, wealth and diversity of women's writing.
  meantime by carol ann duffy: The Use of English , 2003
  meantime by carol ann duffy: Rain Later, Good Peter Collyer, 2013-09-12 Rain Later, Good is
the award winning story of Peter Collyer's extraordinary journey around the Shipping Forecast areas
and has been a bestseller since first publication. The artist's brilliant and detailed paintings
reproduced actual size, offer a series of images which help conjure up the most mythical locations,
whilst his delightful idiosyncratic text provides a wealth of fascinating insights. He introduces us to
the people who live and work in these areas, and passes on snippets of tantalising information to
give a powerful impression of the place and convey a real feeling of being there. The beautiful
paintings which come from Peter Collyer's travels truly capture the spirit of these wild and isolated
spots. This is a book to be treasured, and its reissue will be welcomed by Peter's many admirers. 'A
very remarkable painter. His work is simply stunning with an observed intensity which makes him
very special indeed.' Chris Beetles in The Daily Telegraph 'The most delightful and unexpected book
I've encountered this year... a wonderful book.' John Naughton, The Times
  meantime by carol ann duffy: That Old-time Religion Peter Didsbury, 1994 Peter Didsbury
has been getting wildly enthusiastic reviews of his work for many years now. The TLS called him the
best new poet published by Bloodaxe. His first collection, The Butchers of Hull, came out in 1982.
He won a Cholmondeley Award for his second collection, The Classical Farm (1987), which was also
a Poetry Book Society Recommendation. In That Old-Time Religion, his staggering powers of
invention are again on display, and his flouting of convention and subversive humour are as



outrageous as ever.
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