
lies and the lying liars who tell them

Lies and the Lying Liars Who Tell Them: Understanding Deception in Everyday
Life

lies and the lying liars who tell them have been a part of human interaction
for as long as we can remember. Whether it’s a harmless white lie to protect
someone’s feelings or a calculated deceit to manipulate others, lying is a
complex behavior woven into the fabric of society. But what drives people to
lie? How can we identify deception? And what impact do these lies have on our
relationships and communities? Let’s dive deep into the fascinating world of
lies and the lying liars who tell them.

The Nature of Lies: More Than Just Falsehoods

At its core, a lie is a statement that intentionally misleads or deceives.
But not all lies are created equal. From the tiny fibs told to avoid
awkwardness to elaborate fabrications designed to exploit or harm, lies come
in many shapes and sizes. Understanding these variations helps us grasp why
people lie and how lying affects trust.

Types of Lies We Encounter Daily

It’s easy to think of lying as a black-and-white issue, but the truth is far
more nuanced. Here are some common types of lies:

White lies: Small, often harmless lies told to avoid hurting someone’s
feelings or to smooth social interactions.

Exaggerations: Stretching the truth to make a story more interesting or
to emphasize a point.

Omissions: Leaving out important details to create a false impression
without explicitly lying.

Fabrications: Completely made-up stories or facts intended to deceive.

Deceptive lies: Lies told to gain an advantage or to manipulate others,
often causing harm.

Each of these lies carries different ethical weights and consequences, making
the act of lying a highly situational and subjective behavior.

Why Do People Lie? The Psychology Behind
Deception

Lying isn’t just a matter of choice; it’s often driven by deep psychological



motivations. Understanding these reasons sheds light on the complex minds of
the lying liars who tell them.

Self-Preservation and Protection

One of the most common reasons people lie is to protect themselves from
negative consequences. Whether it’s avoiding punishment, embarrassment, or
judgment, lies act as a shield. For example, a child might lie about breaking
a vase to avoid getting in trouble, or an employee might exaggerate their
achievements to secure a promotion.

Gaining Advantages or Manipulating Others

Some lies are strategic, designed to influence others for personal gain.
These lies might appear in politics, business, or personal relationships,
where individuals seek to manipulate opinions, hide mistakes, or gain trust
deceptively.

Social Acceptance and Avoiding Conflict

Humans crave social connection, and sometimes lying helps maintain harmony.
People might tell white lies to avoid hurting friends or to fit into groups.
While these lies may seem innocuous, they still blur the line between honesty
and deception.

Psychological Disorders and Pathological Lying

In rare cases, chronic lying can be a symptom of deeper psychological issues,
such as compulsive lying or antisocial personality disorder. Pathological
liars often tell elaborate untruths without clear benefit, complicating
social relationships and trust.

Spotting the Lies: How to Identify a Lying Liar

Detecting deception is an age-old challenge. While no single sign guarantees
someone is lying, certain behaviors and cues can raise red flags.

Nonverbal Clues

Body language often betrays the liar’s true intentions. Watch for:

Inconsistent eye contact—either avoidance or excessive staring.

Fidgeting or nervous movements.



Microexpressions—brief, involuntary facial expressions that reveal true
emotions.

Sudden changes in tone or speech patterns.

However, these cues are not foolproof, as some people are excellent at
masking nervousness or controlling their expressions.

Verbal Indicators

Words can also give away deception. Liars might:

Provide overly vague or overly detailed explanations.

Repeat questions before answering to buy time.

Use distancing language, avoiding personal pronouns.

Contradict themselves or their previous statements.

Listening carefully and asking follow-up questions can help uncover
inconsistencies.

Technological Tools and Limitations

Lie detectors and AI-based tools have been developed to assist in detecting
deception, analyzing physiological responses, voice stress, and facial cues.
While these technologies offer insights, they are far from perfect and should
be used cautiously.

The Impact of Lies: Trust, Relationships, and
Society

Lies have ripple effects that extend beyond the immediate moment. The
consequences can be personal, professional, and even societal.

Erosion of Trust

Trust is the foundation of any healthy relationship, and lies corrode that
foundation. Once someone is caught lying, regaining trust is difficult and
sometimes impossible. This erosion affects friendships, family bonds, and
workplace dynamics.



Emotional Consequences

For the person being lied to, discovering deception can lead to feelings of
betrayal, anger, and sadness. For the liar, maintaining lies often causes
stress, guilt, and anxiety, creating a vicious cycle.

Societal Implications: When Lies Go Big

On a larger scale, lies can influence public opinion, politics, and social
movements. Fake news, propaganda, and misinformation campaigns are modern
examples of lies that have profound impacts on society, undermining democracy
and social cohesion.

Dealing with Lies: Navigating a World of
Deception

Since lies are inevitable, developing strategies to handle them is essential
for personal well-being and healthy interactions.

Encouraging Honesty and Open Communication

Creating environments where honesty is valued and rewarded reduces the
temptation to lie. Encourage open dialogue and practice empathy to understand
why someone might feel compelled to deceive.

Setting Boundaries and Consequences

It’s important to establish clear boundaries about acceptable behavior. When
lies are discovered, addressing them respectfully but firmly helps prevent
future deception.

Developing Critical Thinking and Media Literacy

In the digital age, being able to critically evaluate information is crucial.
Learning how to spot misinformation and questioning sources helps protect
individuals from falling victim to larger-scale lies.

Self-Reflection: Are You Telling Lies?

Sometimes, it’s worth examining our own honesty. Why do we lie? Are these
lies protecting or harming ourselves and others? Honest self-assessment can
lead to healthier habits and relationships.

Navigating through lies and the lying liars who tell them is no simple task.
Yet, by understanding the motivations behind deception, recognizing the



signs, and fostering environments that promote truthfulness, we can better
manage the complex dance between honesty and falsehoods that shape our lives.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of the phrase 'lies and the lying
liars who tell them'?

The phrase 'lies and the lying liars who tell them' was popularized by
comedian Jon Stewart on The Daily Show as a humorous way to call out
dishonesty, especially in politics.

Why do people lie, and what are common motivations
behind lying?

People lie for various reasons including self-protection, avoiding
punishment, gaining advantage, protecting others' feelings, or manipulating
situations to their benefit.

How can you identify when someone is lying?

Signs of lying can include inconsistent stories, avoiding eye contact,
nervous body language, changes in speech patterns, and conflicting details,
though none are foolproof indicators on their own.

What psychological effects can lying have on the
liar?

Lying can cause stress, anxiety, guilt, and damage to one’s self-esteem.
Chronic lying may also lead to more serious psychological issues and
difficulty maintaining relationships.

How does lying impact relationships and trust?

Lying damages trust, which is foundational to healthy relationships. Once
trust is broken, it can lead to conflicts, emotional distance, and sometimes
the end of relationships.

Are there cultural differences in attitudes towards
lying?

Yes, some cultures may tolerate or even expect certain types of lies (like
white lies for politeness), while others emphasize honesty and view lying
more harshly.

What role does lying play in politics and media?

Lying in politics and media can be used to manipulate public opinion, hide
the truth, or gain power. This often leads to public distrust and skepticism
towards institutions.



Can habitual lying be considered a psychological
disorder?

Yes, pathological lying or compulsive lying can be a symptom of underlying
psychological disorders such as borderline personality disorder or antisocial
personality disorder, requiring professional diagnosis and treatment.

Additional Resources
Lies and the Lying Liars Who Tell Them: An Investigative Perspective

lies and the lying liars who tell them have been an enduring subject of
fascination and concern in human society. From political arenas to personal
relationships, the act of deception and those who perpetrate it shape
narratives, influence decisions, and alter perceptions of reality.
Understanding the mechanisms behind lies, the psychology of deceit, and the
impact of habitual lying individuals is crucial for navigating an
increasingly complex informational landscape.

The Anatomy of Lies: What Constitutes
Deception?

Lies are deliberate falsehoods intended to mislead others. The spectrum of
deceit ranges from "white lies," often told to avoid hurting someone’s
feelings, to more malicious fabrications designed to manipulate or harm. The
lying liars who tell them operate with varying degrees of intent and
sophistication. Some lies are spontaneous, born out of fear or convenience,
while others are meticulously crafted to achieve a specific goal.

Psychologists categorize lies into several types:

Fabrications: Completely false statements with no basis in truth.

Exaggerations: Embellishments of facts to create a distorted version of
reality.

Omissions: Leaving out critical information to mislead.

Plagiarisms or False Attribution: Presenting another’s work or ideas as
one’s own.

Each form poses unique ethical and practical challenges, especially when
considering the societal consequences of widespread dishonesty.

The Psychology Behind the Lying Liars Who Tell
Them

Understanding why people lie is as important as recognizing the lies



themselves. Research in behavioral science reveals that lying is often rooted
in a complex interplay of psychological, social, and situational factors.

Motivations for Lying

People lie for many reasons, including:

Self-Preservation: To avoid punishment or negative consequences.1.

Social Advantage: To gain status, power, or material benefits.2.

Protecting Others: Sometimes lies are told to shield others from harm.3.

Habitual Behavior: For some, lying becomes a compulsive pattern, often4.
linked to deeper psychological issues.

The lying liars who tell them may not always be consciously aware of their
deceit. Compulsive liars often exhibit an impaired ability to distinguish
between reality and fabrication, complicating the process of accountability.

Neuroscience of Deception

Recent advances in neuroscience have begun to unravel the brain processes
involved in lying. Functional MRI studies indicate that lying activates
specific brain regions associated with executive control and emotional
regulation. These findings suggest that deception requires cognitive effort,
which might explain why some lies are easier to detect than others.

Furthermore, habitual liars might show different brain activity patterns,
indicating altered neural pathways that facilitate deceit. This can make
their lies more convincing and harder to uncover.

Impact of Lies in Different Spheres

The consequences of lies and the lying liars who tell them ripple across
multiple domains, affecting personal relationships, business integrity, and
political stability.

Lies in Politics and Media

In the era of "fake news" and information overload, political deception has
become a pressing concern. Politicians and public figures sometimes engage in
deliberate misinformation campaigns to sway public opinion or mask
incompetence. The proliferation of digital platforms has amplified the reach
of such lies, challenging traditional fact-checking mechanisms.

The consequences include erosion of public trust, polarization, and
undermining democratic processes. Identifying and countering these lies



requires media literacy, critical thinking, and transparency from information
providers.

Corporate Deception and Business Ethics

In the business world, lies range from false advertising claims to financial
fraud. The lying liars who tell them can cause significant economic damage,
loss of consumer confidence, and legal repercussions. For example, high-
profile scandals involving falsified financial reports have led to billions
in losses and tarnished corporate reputations for decades.

Conversely, transparency and honest communication have become competitive
advantages in modern business environments, emphasizing the value of ethical
conduct.

Personal Relationships and Trust

At the interpersonal level, lies can erode trust, leading to breakdowns in
relationships. While some deception is considered socially acceptable or even
necessary, chronic dishonesty can cause lasting emotional harm. Understanding
the patterns of deceit within personal dynamics is essential for conflict
resolution and fostering genuine connections.

Detecting and Addressing Lies

Given the pervasive nature of deception, developing skills to identify and
respond to lies is increasingly important.

Signs of Deception

Some behavioral indicators of lying include:

Inconsistencies in stories or timelines

Avoidance of eye contact or unusual body language

Overly complicated explanations

Changes in voice pitch or speech patterns

However, none of these signs are foolproof, and relying solely on them can
lead to false accusations.

Technological Aids and Ethical Concerns

Technologies such as polygraphs, voice stress analyzers, and AI-driven lie



detection tools are increasingly used in various sectors. While they offer
promising avenues for uncovering deception, they also raise ethical and
privacy issues. The accuracy of these tools varies, and overreliance on them
may undermine due process or personal rights.

The Social Fabric and the Cost of Lies

Lies, while sometimes seen as minor or inconsequential, have a cumulative
effect on societal trust and cohesion. When deception becomes normalized,
skepticism and cynicism rise, making collective problem-solving more
difficult.

The lying liars who tell them, whether in positions of power or everyday
life, contribute to a culture where truth is negotiable. This has profound
implications for law enforcement, education, and community engagement.

Balancing Truth and Compassion

Not all lies are equal, and some are told with benevolent intent. The ethical
debate around truth-telling versus lying involves balancing honesty with
empathy. For instance, withholding harsh truths to protect someone's feelings
may be considered a social grace.

Recognizing this nuance is vital for a mature understanding of human
communication.

---

Lies and the lying liars who tell them inhabit a complex space between
morality, psychology, and society. While deception can be destructive, it
also reveals much about human nature and social dynamics. Navigating this
landscape requires vigilance, critical analysis, and a commitment to
fostering transparency where it matters most.

Lies And The Lying Liars Who Tell Them

  lies and the lying liars who tell them: Lies Al Franken, 2004-07-27 The #1 New York Times
bestseller by Senator Al Franken, author of Giant of the Senate Al Franken, one of our “savviest
satirists” (People), has been studying the rhetoric of the Right. He has listened to their cries of
“slander,” “bias,” and even “treason.” He has examined the GOP's policies of squandering our
surplus, ravaging the environment, and alienating the rest of the world. He’s even watched Fox
News. A lot. And, in this fair and balanced report, Al bravely and candidly exposes them all for what
they are: liars. Lying, lying liars. Al destroys the liberal media bias myth by doing what his targets
seem incapable of: getting his facts straight. Using the Right’s own words against them, he takes on
the pundits, the politicians, and the issues, in the most talked about book of the year. Timely,
provocative, unfailingly honest, and always funny, Lies sticks it to the most right-wing administration
in memory, and to the right-wing media hacks who do its bidding.
  lies and the lying liars who tell them: Lies Al Franken, 2017-07-04 Lies: And the Lying Liars
Who Tell Them: A Fair and Balanced Look at the Right By Al Franke
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  lies and the lying liars who tell them: Lies and the Lying Liars Who Tell Them: A Fair
and Balanced Look at the Right A. Franken, 2004-08-01
  lies and the lying liars who tell them: Lies Al Franken, 2004-07-27 The #1 New York Times
bestseller by Senator Al Franken, author of Giant of the Senate Al Franken, one of our “savviest
satirists” (People), has been studying the rhetoric of the Right. He has listened to their cries of
“slander,” “bias,” and even “treason.” He has examined the GOP's policies of squandering our
surplus, ravaging the environment, and alienating the rest of the world. He’s even watched Fox
News. A lot. And, in this fair and balanced report, Al bravely and candidly exposes them all for what
they are: liars. Lying, lying liars. Al destroys the liberal media bias myth by doing what his targets
seem incapable of: getting his facts straight. Using the Right’s own words against them, he takes on
the pundits, the politicians, and the issues, in the most talked about book of the year. Timely,
provocative, unfailingly honest, and always funny, Lies sticks it to the most right-wing administration
in memory, and to the right-wing media hacks who do its bidding.
  lies and the lying liars who tell them: Lies (and the Lying Liars Who Tell Them) Al Franken,
2004-08-05 Al Franken, one of America's savviest satirists has been studying the rhetoric of the
Right. He has listened to their cries of 'slander', 'bias' and even 'treason'. He has examined the Bush
administration's policies of squandering our surplus, ravaging the environment, and alienating the
rest of the world. He's even watched Fox News. A lot. And in this fair and balanced report, Al bravely
exposes them all for what they are: liars. Lying, lying, liars.
  lies and the lying liars who tell them: LIES and the LYING LIARS who tell them Ian Tinny,
Dead Writers Club, Matt Crypto, Micky Barnetti, Pointer Institute, 2015-07-30 The Pledge of
Allegiance was the origin of the Nazi salute and Nazi behavior. Swastikas were S letters for
SOCIALIST under the Nazis (the National Socialist German Workers Party). The pledge remains the
first bullying that begins each day in government schools (socialist schools) in Police State USA. The
astonishing discoveries of the historian Dr. Rex Curry are reviewed by author Ian Tinny who then
asks the question that must be asked: What do Americans know about the pledge? And, if not, why
don't they know? When did they first not know? Why don't they ask to have the pledge explained to
them? Do they know that they don't understand it? Americans say repeatedly, The pledge is
freedom! The presstitutes say nothing in response. Is it because there's a socialist bias in the media?
I think so. And I think their attitude is: Americans don't know! Leave those pathetic voters alone,
they don't know! Join the Pointer Instutute and the Dead Writers Club and help provide remedial
education. Stop teachers from drilling children to verbally fellate the flag every morning. Stop the
daily witch hunt. Stop the Lies and the Lying Liars who tell them. Remove the pledge from the flag;
remove flags from schools; remove schools from government.
  lies and the lying liars who tell them: Toxic Talk Bill Press, 2010-05-19 A timely cannon blast
at the right-wing media machine and how it subverts the principles of democratic representation
Talk radio has done an end run around the voting populace. With Rush Limbaugh now the unofficial
leader of the Republican Party and the far right controlling the five major syndicates, conservatives
have a disproportionate voice in the medium—even in liberal cities such as New York, Boston, and
San Francisco. Writing with his characteristic and incisive wit, Bill Press exposes the destructive
power of Rush, Glenn Beck, Mark Levin, Sean Hannity, Michael Savage, Bill O'Reilly, and the other
polarizing figures of talk radio who dominate 90% of the political airwaves today. Citing their own
words as evidence, Press brilliantly makes the case that much of what is broadcast on radio and
television today is—at best—distorted and partisan, and—at worst—lies, propaganda and bigotry
sold by these talented modern-day pitchmen who have followings in the millions.
  lies and the lying liars who tell them: The New Media Monopoly Ben H. Bagdikian,
2004-05-15 When the first edition of The Media Monopoly was published in 1983, critics called Ben
Bagdikian's warnings about the chilling effects of corporate ownership and mass advertising on the
nation's news alarmist. Since then, the number of corporations controlling most of America's daily
newspapers, magazines, radio and television stations, book publishers, and movie companies has
dwindled from fifty to ten to five. The most respected critique of modern mass media ever issued is



now published in a completely updated and revised twentieth anniversary edition. 'Ben Bagdikian
has written the first great media book of the twenty-first century. The New Media Monopoly will
provide a roadmap to understanding how we got here and where we need to go to make matters
better.' -Robert McChesney, author of Rich Media, Poor Democracy
  lies and the lying liars who tell them: Cultural Studies, Education, and Youth Benjamin
Frymer, John Broughton, Matthew Carlin, 2011-07-01 Cultural Studies, Education, and Youth:
Beyond Schools, edited by Benjamin Frymer, Matthew Carlin, and John Broughton, addresses the
new cultural landscapes which increasingly educate our youth. With essays from both emerging and
established scholars, the book explores the ways media and popular culture have a growing impact
on our youth, their identities, and everyday lives. In our highly mediated world, the nature of
education has been dramatically transformed and taken way beyond the walls of our schools.
Identities are formed, values learned, and relationships developed in the worlds of pop culture and
media spaces. Each author brings a different lens to the study of education beyond the classroom.
From the re-emergence of Che Guevara to the effects of an increasingly virtual culture, this
collection critically attends to the changing nature of education and the impact of culture in the lives
of youth. Cultural Studies, Education, and Youth: Beyond Schools raises significant questions and
offers important insights for teachers, youth, scholars, and practitioners, alike.
  lies and the lying liars who tell them: Democracy and Truth Sophia Rosenfeld, 2018-11-26
Fake news, wild conspiracy theories, misleading claims, doctored photos, lies peddled as facts, facts
dismissed as lies—citizens of democracies increasingly inhabit a public sphere teeming with
competing claims and counterclaims, with no institution or person possessing the authority to settle
basic disputes in a definitive way. The problem may be novel in some of its details—including the
role of today's political leaders, along with broadcast and digital media, in intensifying the epistemic
anarchy—but the challenge of determining truth in a democratic world has a backstory. In this lively
and illuminating book, historian Sophia Rosenfeld explores a longstanding and largely unspoken
tension at the heart of democracy between the supposed wisdom of the crowd and the need for
information to be vetted and evaluated by a learned elite made up of trusted experts. What we are
witnessing now is the unraveling of the détente between these competing aspects of democratic
culture. In four bracing chapters, Rosenfeld substantiates her claim by tracing the history of the
vexed relationship between democracy and truth. She begins with an examination of the period prior
to the eighteenth-century Age of Revolutions, where she uncovers the political and epistemological
foundations of our democratic world. Subsequent chapters move from the Enlightenment to the rise
of both populist and technocratic notions of democracy between the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries to the troubling trends—including the collapse of social trust—that have led to the rise of
our post-truth public life. Rosenfeld concludes by offering suggestions for how to defend the idea of
truth against the forces that would undermine it.
  lies and the lying liars who tell them: Of Two Minds Sylvia Madrigal, 2005 Emily Díaz has
spent her whole life in two worlds. As a child of Mexican parents in South Texas, she maneuvered
the terrain of two cultures, two economic classes, and two languages. At Yale, the discovery that she
is in love with a woman sends her into a vortex of self-doubt that fragments her worlds even further.
In Boston, she must face the divide between her outward heterosexual world and her internal
emotional desires. Finally, she must risk destroying her relationship with her devoutly Mexican
mother by telling the truth about who she is.
  lies and the lying liars who tell them: Atlas of Knowledge Katy Borner, 2015-03-20 The
power of mapping: principles for visualizing knowledge, illustrated by many stunning large-scale,
full-color maps. Maps of physical spaces locate us in the world and help us navigate unfamiliar
routes. Maps of topical spaces help us visualize the extent and structure of our collective knowledge;
they reveal bursts of activity, pathways of ideas, and borders that beg to be crossed. This book, from
the author of Atlas of Science, describes the power of topical maps, providing readers with
principles for visualizing knowledge and offering as examples forty large-scale and more than 100
small-scale full-color maps. Today, data literacy is becoming as important as language literacy.



Well-designed visualizations can rescue us from a sea of data, helping us to make sense of
information, connect ideas, and make better decisions in real time. In Atlas of Knowledge, leading
visualization expert Katy Börner makes the case for a systems science approach to science and
technology studies and explains different types and levels of analysis. Drawing on fifteen years of
teaching and tool development, she introduces a theoretical framework meant to guide readers
through user and task analysis; data preparation, analysis, and visualization; visualization
deployment; and the interpretation of science maps. To exemplify the framework, the Atlas features
striking and enlightening new maps from the popular “Places & Spaces: Mapping Science” exhibit
that range from “Key Events in the Development of the Video Tape Recorder” to “Mobile
Landscapes: Location Data from Cell Phones for Urban Analysis” to “Literary Empires: Mapping
Temporal and Spatial Settings of Victorian Poetry” to “Seeing Standards: A Visualization of the
Metadata Universe.” She also discusses the possible effect of science maps on the practice of
science.
  lies and the lying liars who tell them: Comedy Writing Secrets Mel Helitzer, Mark Shatz,
2005-09-15 The Only Handbook for Humor Writers! What is comedy? Comedy is the art of making
people laugh without making them puke.Steve Martin Become the funniest person in the room! With
Comedy Writing Secrets, 2nd edition, you can master the fundamentals of humor writing and turn
your comedic talent into a well-paying pursuit. For more than a decade, Comedy Writing Secrets has
been giving aspiring comedians a leg up on the competition. In this expanded new edition, Mel
Helitzer, named the funniest professor in the country by Rolling Stone magazine, and funnyman
Mark Shatz pack in even more insight and instruction, including: • Humor writing exercises to
punch up your jokes • Extra information on writing for sitcoms and stand-up • Comedic
brainstorming techniques using associations and listings • Exclusive tips for writing humor for
specific markets like editorials, columns, speeches, advertising, greeting cards, t-shirts, and more
Tap into your comedic genius with Comedy Writing Secrets, 2nd edition, and you'll always leave 'em
laughing!
  lies and the lying liars who tell them: Public Papers of the Presidents of the United States,
George W. Bush United States. President (2001-2009 : Bush), 2003
  lies and the lying liars who tell them: Public Papers of the Presidents of the United States
United States. President, 2004 Containing the public messages, speeches, and statements of the
President, 1956-1992.
  lies and the lying liars who tell them: Bush Country John Podhoretz, 2005-01-15 Podhoretz
makes a case to support his belief that George W. Bush deserves comparison to some of the greatest
national figures in United States history.
  lies and the lying liars who tell them: The Humanities and the Dynamics of Inclusion since
World War II David A. Hollinger, 2006-04-14 The role played by the humanities in reconciling
American diversity—a diversity of both ideas and peoples—is not always appreciated. This volume of
essays, commissioned by the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, examines that role in the half
century after World War II, when exceptional prosperity and population growth, coupled with
America's expanded political interaction with the world abroad, presented American higher
education with unprecedented challenges and opportunities. The humanities proved to be the site
for important efforts to incorporate groups and doctrines that had once been excluded from the
American cultural conversation. Edited and introduced by David Hollinger, this volume explores the
interaction between the humanities and demographic changes in the university, including the link
between external changes and the rise of new academic specializations in area and other
interdisciplinary studies. This volume analyzes the evolution of humanities disciplines and
institutions, examines the conditions and intellectual climate in which they operate, and assesses the
role and value of the humanities in society. Contents: John Guillory, Who's Afraid of Marcel Proust?
The Failure of General Education in the American University Roger L. Geiger, Demography and
Curriculum: The Humanities in American Higher Education from the 1950s through the 1980s Joan
Shelley Rubin, The Scholar and the World: Academic Humanists and General Readers Martin Jay,



The Ambivalent Virtues of Mendacity: How Europeans Taught (Some of Us) to Learn to Love the Lies
of Politics James T. Kloppenberg, The Place of Value in a Culture of Facts: Truth and Historicism
Bruce Kuklick, Philosophy and Inclusion in the United States, 1929–2001 John T. McGreevy,
Catholics, Catholicism, and the Humanities, 1945–1985 Jonathan Scott Holloway, The Black Scholar,
the Humanities, and the Politics of Racial Knowledge Since 1945 Rosalind Rosenberg, Women in the
Humanities: Taking Their Place Leila Zenderland, American Studies and the Expansion of the
Humanities David C. Engerman, The Ironies of the Iron Curtain: The Cold War and the Rise of
Russian Studies Andrew E. Barshay, What is Japan to Us? Rolena Adorno, Havana and Macondo: The
Humanities Side of U.S. Latin American Studies, 1940–2000
  lies and the lying liars who tell them: Fighting Words LeRoy L. Lane, 2005-06-03 In Fighting
Words, an interesting and provocative picture of George W. Bush emerges, very different from the
one often presented in the press. Drawing on extensive research, the author brings together the man
of faith, the astute political leader, and the persuasive speaker. His treatment credits the President
with positive attributes and domestic and international accom- plishments. The book takes the view
that what we know about President Bush generally comes through the speeches that we hear him
give, beginning with his spontaneous, incisive remarks at Ground Zero. By focusing on truth as a
vital sign of viable political rhetoric, and giving a formula for producing effective persuasive
speeches, the author provides standards with which to appraise political leaders' rhetoric. An
analysis of George W's credibility as a leader uses the researched traits of competent, forward-
looking, inspiring, and honest. His intelligence is appraised on the basis of multiple intelligences
theory. Highlighting George W's transformation into an effective persuasive speaker are discussions
of his two distinct verbal styles; his rhetorical asset of humor; his dominant themes of value; and his
speech delivery.
  lies and the lying liars who tell them: The Rise and Fall of Television Journalism Steven
Barnett, 2011-11-08 This book traces the history of television journalism in Britain from its austere
roots in the BBC's post-war monopoly to the present-day plethora of 24 hour channels and celebrity
presenters. It asks why a medium whose thirst for pictures, personalities and drama makes it, some
believe, intrinsically unsuitable for serious journalism should remain in the internet age the most
influential purveyor of news. Barnett compares the two very different trajectories of television
journalism in Britain and the US, arguing that from the outset a rigorous statutory and regulatory
framework rooted in a belief about the democratic value of the medium created and sustained a
culture of serious, responsible, accurate and interrogative journalism in British television. The
book's overarching thesis is that, despite a very different set of historical, regulatory and
institutional practices, there is a very real danger that Britain is now heading down the same road as
America.
  lies and the lying liars who tell them: "All Governments Lie" Myra MacPherson, 2010-05-11
Boasting equal parts scholarship and style, All Governments Lie is a highly readable,
groundbreaking, and timely look at I. F. Stone -- one of America's most independent and revered
journalists, whose work carries the same immediacy it did almost a half century ago, highlighting
the ever-present need for dissenting voices. In the world of Washington political journalism,
notorious for trading independence for access, I. F. Izzy Stone was so unique as to be a genuine
wonder. Always skeptical -- All governments lie, but disaster lies in wait for countries whose officials
smoke the same hashish they give out, he memorably quipped -- Stone was ahead of the pack on the
most pivotal twentieth-century trends: the rise of Hitler and Fascism, disastrous Cold War foreign
policies, covert actions of the FBI and CIA, the greatness of the Civil Rights movement, the horror of
Vietnam, the strengths and weaknesses of the antiwar movement, the disgrace of Iran-contra, and
the class greed of Reaganomics. His constant barrage against J. Edgar Hoover earned him close
monitoring by the FBI from the Great Depression through the Vietnam War, and even an
investigation for espionage during the fifties. After making his mark on feisty New York dailies and
in The Nation -- scoring such scoops as the discovery of American cartels doing business with Nazi
Germany -- Stone became unemployable during the dark days of McCarthyism. Out of desperation he



started his four-page I. F. Stone's Weekly, which ran from 1953 to 1971. The first journalist to label
the Gulf of Tonkin affair a sham excuse to escalate the Vietnam War, Stone garnered worldwide
fans, was read in the corridors of power, and became wealthy. Later, the world's oldest living
freshman learned Greek to write his bestseller The Trial of Socrates. Here, for the first time,
acclaimed journalist and author Myra MacPherson brings the legendary Stone into sharp focus.
Rooted in fifteen years of research, this monumental biography includes information from newly
declassified international documents and Stone's unpublished five-thousand-page FBI file, as well as
personal interviews with Stone and his wife, Esther; with famed modern thinkers; and with the best
of today's journalists. It illuminates the vast sweep of turbulent twentieth-century history as well as
Stone's complex and colorful life. The result is more than a masterful portrait of a remarkable
character; it's a far-reaching assessment of journalism and its role in our culture.
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