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Julian Barnes The Sense of an Ending: Exploring Memory, Time, and Truth

julian barnes the sense of an ending is a novel that has captivated readers since its publication in 2011.
Winner of the Man Booker Prize, this compact yet profound story delves into the complexities of memory,
the unreliability of personal narratives, and the haunting nature of the past. Julian Barnes crafts a
meditation on how we understand our own lives and the stories we tell ourselves, making it a must-read
for anyone interested in literary fiction that challenges perception and memory.

Understanding the Core Themes in Julian Barnes The Sense of
an Ending

At its heart, Julian Barnes’s novel is a thoughtful exploration of how memory shapes identity and how the
past is never as fixed or as clear as we might wish. The protagonist, Tony Webster, recounts his life from
youth to old age, revealing how his memories are fragmented, altered, and sometimes deceptive.

The Elusiveness of Memory

One of the most compelling aspects of Julian Barnes the Sense of an Ending is its examination of memory’s
fallibility. Tony’s recollections are challenged by new information, forcing both him and the reader to
question the authenticity of what has been accepted as truth. This theme resonates widely, as everyone
experiences some degree of selective or faulty memory.

Barnes uses the narrative to suggest that memory is not a static record but a fluid, often self-serving
reconstruction. This invites readers to reflect on how personal histories are constructed and how they can
be reshaped over time — sometimes to protect oneself from uncomfortable truths.

Time and the Weight of the Past

The novel also investigates how the past continues to exert influence over the present. Tony’s story
unfolds as a reckoning with events that happened decades earlier, highlighting how unresolved issues and
hidden emotions persist beneath the surface of everyday life.

Julian Barnes the Sense of an Ending challenges the notion that time heals all wounds, instead proposing
that some memories and regrets linger, shaping who we become. This poignant treatment of time adds a



philosophical layer to the novel, making it more than just a personal narrative but a universal reflection on
aging and retrospection.

The Narrative Structure and Style in Julian Barnes The Sense of
an Ending

Barnes’s writing style is elegant and precise, marked by clarity and subtle wit. The narrative is told in the
first person, which allows readers intimate access to Tony Webster’s thoughts and feelings, even as those
perceptions are questioned.

A Story Told Through Layers

The structure of Julian Barnes the Sense of an Ending is nonlinear, with flashbacks and introspective
passages interwoven with present-day reflections. This technique mirrors the fragmented way memory
actually works and enhances the novel’s theme of uncertainty.

Readers experience Tony’s attempts to piece together his past alongside him, creating a shared journey of
discovery. The slow unraveling of secrets and the gradual revelation of different perspectives keep the
narrative engaging and thought-provoking.

Language and Tone

Barnes’s prose is measured but emotionally rich. The tone is reflective, sometimes tinged with melancholy,
but also with moments of dry humor. This balance makes the book accessible while maintaining a depth
that rewards careful reading.

For anyone studying Julian Barnes the Sense of an Ending, paying attention to the subtle shifts in tone can
illuminate how the author conveys complex emotional states without overt dramatization.

Why Julian Barnes The Sense of an Ending Resonates with
Readers

The novel’s exploration of memory and truth taps into universal human experiences, making it widely
relatable. Many readers find themselves reflecting on their own pasts and how their memories might
differ from reality.



Relatability Through Imperfect Narrators

Tony Webster is not a heroic or particularly likable character; he is flawed and sometimes unreliable. This
imperfection makes him a believable narrator and encourages readers to question their assumptions about
truth and morality.

This aspect also highlights the idea that everyone has blind spots in their life story, and understanding
these can be a humbling but enlightening process.

The Impact of a Short, Thoughtful Read

At just over 150 pages, Julian Barnes the Sense of an Ending is a relatively short novel, yet it leaves a
lasting impression. Its brevity is deceptive, packing deep philosophical questions into a concise narrative.

This makes it an excellent recommendation for book clubs or readers who appreciate literature that
stimulates reflection and discussion without requiring a huge time commitment.

Tips for Reading and Appreciating Julian Barnes The Sense of an
Ending

If you’re approaching this novel for the first time, here are some suggestions to enhance your reading
experience:

Take your time: The novel’s subtle complexities reward slow, thoughtful reading rather than
rushing through.

Reflect on your own memories: As you read, consider how your personal recollections might be
selective or altered.

Discuss with others: Sharing interpretations can uncover new insights, especially given the novel’s
ambiguous elements.

Revisit key passages: Some sentences gain depth upon a second reading, particularly those related to
Tony’s reflections on time and truth.

Engaging deeply with the text encourages a richer appreciation of Julian Barnes the Sense of an Ending’s



thematic richness.

The Legacy of Julian Barnes The Sense of an Ending

Since winning the Man Booker Prize, the novel has become one of Julian Barnes’s most renowned works,
often cited in discussions about memory and narrative reliability. It has also been adapted into a film,
further broadening its impact.

Critics and academics frequently explore how the novel fits within Barnes’s broader oeuvre, known for its
intellectual rigor and exploration of history and philosophy. For readers interested in contemporary British
literature, this book is a significant entry point.

Through its elegant prose and profound themes, Julian Barnes the Sense of an Ending continues to spark
conversations about how we construct meaning from our lives and how the past, no matter how distant,
remains an active force in shaping identity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Julian Barnes' 'The Sense of an Ending'?
'The Sense of an Ending' primarily explores themes of memory, the subjective nature of truth, and how
people reinterpret their pasts over time.

Who is the protagonist in 'The Sense of an Ending'?
The protagonist is Tony Webster, a retired man who reflects on his youth and the events that shaped his
life.

How does Julian Barnes use unreliable narration in 'The Sense of an
Ending'?
Barnes employs an unreliable narrator through Tony's subjective memories, highlighting how personal
biases and selective recollection distort the truth.

What role does memory play in 'The Sense of an Ending'?
Memory is central to the novel, showing how the past is reconstructed and often misremembered,
affecting identity and understanding.



Why did Julian Barnes write 'The Sense of an Ending' in a concise style?
Barnes chose a concise style to reflect the fragmented and partial nature of memory, emphasizing the gaps
and uncertainties in recalling the past.

What is the significance of the book’s title, 'The Sense of an Ending'?
The title refers to the human desire to find meaning and closure in life’s events, even when the past
remains ambiguous or unresolved.

Did 'The Sense of an Ending' win any notable awards?
Yes, it won the Man Booker Prize in 2011, recognizing it as an outstanding work of contemporary fiction.

How is the theme of regret portrayed in 'The Sense of an Ending'?
Regret is portrayed through Tony’s reflections on past decisions and missed opportunities, illustrating the
lasting emotional impact of youthful actions.

What narrative techniques does Julian Barnes use in 'The Sense of an
Ending'?
Barnes uses first-person narration, nonlinear storytelling, and ambiguous endings to engage readers in
questioning the reliability of memory.

How does 'The Sense of an Ending' explore the concept of friendship?
The novel examines friendship through Tony’s relationships, revealing how misunderstandings and secrets
can alter perceptions and legacies.

Additional Resources
Julian Barnes The Sense of an Ending: An In-Depth Literary Exploration

julian barnes the sense of an ending stands as a profound meditation on memory, time, and the elusive
nature of truth. Since its publication in 2011, the novel has garnered widespread critical acclaim,
culminating in the prestigious Man Booker Prize. This work marks a significant moment in Barnes’s
literary career, showcasing his ability to weave complex themes into a deceptively simple narrative.
Through the reflective voice of its protagonist, Tony Webster, the novel interrogates how personal
histories are constructed, remembered, and, ultimately, reinterpreted.



Understanding the Narrative Structure and Themes

At its core, Julian Barnes The Sense of an Ending operates as a psychological and philosophical exploration
of retrospection and regret. The story unfolds through the perspective of Tony Webster, an ordinary man
recounting episodes from his youth and middle age. The narrative’s strength lies in its subtle manipulation
of time; it shifts between past and present, revealing how memories are unreliable and how they shape
self-identity.

One of the most compelling features of the novel is its treatment of memory as both selective and
subjective. Tony’s recollections are challenged by new information that emerges late in the story,
prompting readers to question the veracity of his account. This narrative choice aligns with postmodern
literary techniques that emphasize the instability of truth and the multiplicity of perspectives.

The Role of Memory and Subjectivity

Memory in The Sense of an Ending is not a fixed archive but a fluid, often deceptive construct. Barnes
employs this theme to probe the human tendency to sanitize or distort the past to fit present understanding
or emotional comfort. Tony’s journey illustrates how individuals often cling to a constructed narrative that
shields them from uncomfortable realities.

The novel’s exploration of subjectivity resonates strongly with contemporary psychological theories about
memory. Recent studies suggest that human recollections are prone to alteration and influenced by
emotions, highlighting the novel’s prescience in addressing a scientifically validated phenomenon. This
aspect adds a layer of intellectual depth, positioning the book beyond mere fiction into a reflective
commentary on human cognition.

Characterization and Moral Ambiguity

Julian Barnes The Sense of an Ending delves into the intricacies of human relationships, focusing on Tony’s
interactions with friends and lovers during his formative years. The characters are portrayed with nuanced
ambiguity, avoiding clear-cut moral judgments. This complexity invites readers to grapple with ethical
dilemmas and the ramifications of personal choices.

Tony himself embodies the unreliable narrator archetype, his biases and omissions revealing the gaps
between perception and reality. This narrative strategy not only heightens the suspense but also
encourages critical engagement from the audience, as they must sift through conflicting accounts to discern
what truly transpired.



Comparative Literary Context and Impact

When placed alongside Barnes’s broader oeuvre, The Sense of an Ending signifies a maturation of his
thematic concerns with history, memory, and mortality. Compared to his earlier works like Flaubert’s
Parrot or Arthur & George, this novel adopts a more restrained, minimalist style, emphasizing introspection
over elaborate storytelling.

In the landscape of contemporary British literature, it shares thematic affinities with works by authors such
as Ian McEwan and Kazuo Ishiguro, both of whom similarly interrogate memory and identity. However,
Barnes’s distinctive narrative economy and philosophical subtlety distinguish The Sense of an Ending as a
uniquely compelling contribution.

Reception and Critical Acclaim

The novel’s reception has been overwhelmingly positive, highlighted by its receipt of the 2011 Man
Booker Prize. Critics have lauded Barnes for his elegant prose and the intellectual rigor underpinning the
novel’s themes. The book’s accessibility, combined with its profound questions about human nature, has also
contributed to its success among a broad readership.

Nevertheless, some critiques point to the novella’s brevity and ambiguous ending as potential drawbacks,
arguing that the story leaves too much unresolved. Others contend that this open-endedness is precisely
the novel’s strength, reflecting the real-life complexity of memory and moral judgment.

Key Features and Literary Techniques

Julian Barnes The Sense of an Ending employs several literary techniques that enhance its thematic
resonance:

Unreliable Narration: Tony Webster’s perspective is intentionally partial, compelling readers to
question the truthfulness of his memories.

Non-linear Timeline: The narrative’s shifts between past and present emphasize the fluidity of
recollection.

Philosophical Undertones: The book draws on existential and epistemological questions about
knowledge, truth, and the passage of time.

Concise Prose: Barnes’s economical writing style lends the story a sharp focus, avoiding extraneous



detail.

These features collectively create a richly textured narrative that rewards close reading and reflection.

The Sense of Closure and Ambiguity

A notable aspect of The Sense of an Ending is its deliberate ambiguity. The novel’s conclusion resists
straightforward interpretation, leaving Tony—and the reader—with unresolved questions about past events
and their meanings. This artistic choice underscores the central theme that the “sense” of an ending is often
constructed rather than discovered.

This ambiguity has sparked extensive academic discussion, with some scholars interpreting the ending as a
commentary on the human desire for narrative coherence in a fundamentally chaotic world. Others view
it as an invitation to accept uncertainty and the limits of personal understanding.

Why Julian Barnes The Sense of an Ending Continues to
Resonate

More than a decade after its release, Julian Barnes The Sense of an Ending remains a touchstone for
conversations about memory and identity. Its exploration of how individuals grapple with their pasts is
universally relevant, transcending cultural and generational boundaries. The novel’s subtle interrogation of
truth invites readers to reflect on their own histories and the stories they tell themselves.

Moreover, the book’s success has influenced literary trends, inspiring other writers to experiment with
unreliable narrators and fragmented storytelling. Its concise narrative form has also demonstrated that
profound philosophical inquiry can be achieved within a compact framework, broadening the possibilities
for contemporary fiction.

In the final analysis, The Sense of an Ending exemplifies Julian Barnes’s skillful blending of literary
artistry with intellectual inquiry. It challenges readers not only to reconsider the reliability of memory but
also to acknowledge the complexities inherent in human experience. This nuanced portrayal of the
interplay between past and present secures the novel’s place as a significant work in modern literature.

Julian Barnes The Sense Of An Ending
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  julian barnes the sense of an ending: The Sense of an Ending Julian Barnes, 2011 Follows a
middle-aged man as he reflects on a past he thought was behind him, until he is presented with a
legacy that forces him to reconsider different decisions, and to revise his place in the world.
  julian barnes the sense of an ending: The Sense of an Ending Julian Barnes, 2026-01-08
  julian barnes the sense of an ending: The Sense of an Ending by Julian Barnes
Samantha-Ellen Bound, 2011
  julian barnes the sense of an ending: Memory in the Twenty-First Century Sebastian Groes,
2016-03-29 This book maps and analyses the changing state of memory at the start of the
twenty-first century in essays written by scientists, scholars and writers. It recontextualises memory
by investigating the impact of new conditions such as the digital revolution, climate change and an
ageing population on our world.
  julian barnes the sense of an ending: English Studies in the 21st Century Zekiye
Antakyalıoğlu, Kyriaki Asiatidou, Ela İpek Gündüz, Enes Kavak, Gamze Almacıoğlu, 2020-03-06
English Studies in the 21st Century presents the results of recent academic research concerning a
wide spectrum of subjects—including politics, psychology, religion, philosophy, history, culture,
aesthetics, and education—related to literary, cultural, and language studies. Specifically, this
collection includes scholarly reflections, interpretations, criticisms, and experiments that both
strengthen and challenge dominant perspectives on the English literary tradition and contribute to a
multifaceted discussion of contemporary drama and theater, contemporary theory and fiction,
Neo-Victorianism, the Anthropocene, posthumanism, and interdisciplinary studies in English,
including linguistics and ELT. The book will be an ideal reference for both academics and students.
  julian barnes the sense of an ending: Purpose and Providence Vernon White, 2015-10-22 Do
our lives have purpose? Despite the rise of secularism, we are still confronted by a sense of meaning
and direction in the events of history and our own lives - something which is beyond us and not our
own creation/imagination. Using the novels of Thomas Hardy and Julian Barnes, Vernon White tracks
this belief in intellectual history and tests its resilience in modern literature. Both novelists portray
modern and late-modern scenarios where, although the idea of an objective purpose has been
deconstructed, it still haunts the protagonists. Using literature as the starting point, the discussion
moves on to an exploration of this belief in its theological form, through the doctrine of providence.
White critically reviews the classic canon of providence and its pressure points - the problems in
divine causality, the metaphysical assumptions required in its acceptance, and the contradictions to
be found between God's purpose and the metanarratives of history. Using Barth and Frei, White
suggests new ways of re-imagining divine providence to take account of these issues. The credibility
of this re-defined providence is then tested against scripture, experience and praxis, with the result
being an understanding of providence that does not rely on empirical progress.
  julian barnes the sense of an ending: Imagining Ageing Carmen Concilio, 2018-10-04 What
do literary texts tell us about growing old? The essays in this volume introduce and explore
representations of ageing and old age in canonical works of English and postcolonial literature. The
contributors examine texts by William Shakespeare, Daniel Defoe, Julian Barnes, Thomas Kinsella,
Seamus Heaney, J.M. Coetzee, Alice Munro, Witi Ihimaera and Patricia Grace and, together with a
medical study, they suggest solutions to the challenges arising from the current demographic
change brought about by ageing Western populations.
  julian barnes the sense of an ending: Topography of Trauma: Fissures, Disruptions and
Transfigurations , 2019-08-26 This volume addresses trauma not only from a theoretical, descriptive
and therapeutic perspective, but also through the survivor as narrator, meaning maker, and
presenter. By conceptualising different outlooks on trauma, exploring transfigurations in writing and
art, and engaging trauma through scriptotherapy, dharma art, autoethnography, photovoice and
choreography, the interdisciplinary dialogue highlights the need for rethinking and re-examining
trauma, as classical treatments geared towards healing do not recognise the potential for
transfiguration inherent in the trauma itself. The investigation of the fissures, disruptions and shifts
after punctual traumatic events or prolonged exposure to verbal and physical abuse, illness, war,



captivity, incarceration, and chemical exposure, amongst others, leads to a new understanding of the
transformed self and empowering post-traumatic developments. Contributors are Peter Bray,
Francesca Brencio, Mark Callaghan, M. Candace Christensen, Diedra L. Clay, Leanne Dodd, Marie
France Forcier, Gen’ichiro Itakura, Jacqueline Linder, Elwin Susan John, Kori D. Novak, Cassie
Pedersen, Danielle Schaub, Nicholas Quin Serenati, Aslı Tekinay, Tony M. Vinci and Claudio Zanini.
  julian barnes the sense of an ending: The Politics of Traumatic Literature Önder Çakırtaş,
Şahin Kızıltaş, Antolin C. Trinidad, 2018-10-29 This book is a collection of essays offering an inside
view into the inner analysis of traumatic literary studies wherein language is used as a medium of
expression so as to interpret man, psyche and memory. By making literature the partner of a
dialogue with psychology, in order to better comprehend the psyche, it serves to alter the way of
understanding the literary phenomenon. Featuring relevant coverage on topics such as literary
production, psychology in literature, identity, and traumatic studies, this book provides in-depth
analysis that is suitable for academicians, students, professionals, and researchers interested in
discovering more about the relationship between psychology and literature and their effects on
thinking.
  julian barnes the sense of an ending: Proceedings of IAC-SSaH 2014 Collective of authors,
2014-11-10 International Academic Conference on Social Sciences and Humanities in Prague 2014
(IAC-SSaH 2014 in Prague)
  julian barnes the sense of an ending: Theological Anthropology and the Great Literary
Genres Michael P. Jensen, 2019-08-23 The storytelling impulse lies very deep within human cultures;
indeed, it is fundamental to the very concept of human culture itself. What, then, is humankind,
according to the great story types of tragedy, epic, and comedy? What do each of these genres say
about us, and what transcends us? Building on critical discussions of the great genres of the
Western literary tradition, Michael P. Jensen argues that each of these genres contains a
“theo-anthropology”—a theological understanding of the human creature. He then shows how
questions of identity, purpose, and destiny are addressed within each genre, concluding that human
existence is a “storied nature” shaped by the various literary forms that have fostered human
cultural imagination. These genres provide crucial keys to vital anthropological and theological
questions when put in conversation with Christian theology; as Jensen shows, the Christian story,
“the gospel,” shares many observations about the human condition with the great genres, but offers
a different “sense of ending.”
  julian barnes the sense of an ending: (Re)writing and Remembering James Dalrymple,
Jonathan Fruoco, Virginia Sherman, 2016-02-08 Recounting past events is intrinsic to the
storytelling function, as most fiction assumes the past tense as the natural means of narrating a
story. Few narratives draw attention to this process, yet others make the act of remembering a
primary part of the narrative situation. Ranging in its focus from poetry to novels, autobiographical
memoirs and biopics – from the ostensibly fictional to the implicitly real – this volume discusses the
extent to which such fictional acts of remembering are also acts of rewriting the past to suit the
needs of the present. How seamlessly does experience yield to the ordering strictures of narrative
and what is at stake in the process? What must be omitted or stylised, and to what (ideological) end?
In making an artefact of the past, what role does artifice play, and what does this process also tell us
about history-making?
  julian barnes the sense of an ending: The Art and Science of Personality Development Dan P.
McAdams, 2015-02-23 Drawing on state-of-the-art personality and developmental research, this book
presents a new and broadly integrative theory of how people come to be who they are over the life
course. Preeminent researcher Dan P. McAdams traces the development of three distinct layers of
personality--the social actor who expresses emotional and behavioral traits, the motivated agent who
pursues goals and values, and the autobiographical author who constructs a personal story. Highly
readable and accessible to scholars and students at all levels, the book uses rich portraits of the lives
of famous people to illustrate theoretical concepts and empirical findings. See also the Handbook of
Personality Development, edited by Dan P. McAdams, Rebecca L. Shiner, and Jennifer L. Tackett.



  julian barnes the sense of an ending: Crisis in Contemporary British Fiction Anastasia
Logotheti, 2023-10-30 This collection of critical essays explores how contemporary British authors
engage with the theme of crisis in their fiction. Of interest to scholars and students of literary and
cultural studies, this volume investigates crisis as a complex phenomenon: not only as a cultural
concept involving sociopolitical systems but also as a mode of challenge to established power
structures and modes of representation across narrative traditions. Through the examination of a
variety of leading authors such as Kazuo Ishiguro, and award-winning texts like Julian Barnes’ The
Sense of an Ending (2011), this collection foregrounds the theme of crisis as a critical commonality
emerging among vastly different stylistic expressions of local and global concerns. Bringing together
a variety of scholars from Germany, Italy, Greece, the UK and the US, this collection provides
diverse disciplinary perspectives and highlights the significance of social and ethical concerns in
contemporary British fiction through the investigation of the theme of crisis.
  julian barnes the sense of an ending: Cultures and Literatures in Dialogue Elena Bollinger,
2022-12-30 This book addresses the narrative construction of Russian cultural memory in the work
of Julian Barnes. It investigates how Barnes's texts tend to display a memory process as a
transcultural mode of the creation of English and Russian national identities. Examining a need to
revisit Russian canonical works, the detailed discursive analysis of the selected English texts
exposes an intertextual remembering by duplication, thus contributing to the prevention of
forgetting through the recuperation of still misrecollected cultural meanings. By creatively
incorporating Russian intertextual elements into his work as a novelist, the author seems to insist on
sweeping across and beyond national boundaries, revealing how frail the invention of tradition is
when leading to the illusion of a solid collective memory and its political legitimation. The book
considers not only a constructive dialogue between Barnes’s fiction and Russian classical literature,
but also this writer’s interpretative, mostly imaginative, integration of Russian literature and culture
into his work as a novelist. Exploring the double meaning of a literary metaphor as a mnemonic
image of memory and a product of imagination, it offers a comprehensive analysis of Barnes’s texts
which play with intertextuality as an efficient tool of displacement of official memory, providing a
deeper understanding of historical and cultural processes related to the constantly moving
architecture of transcultural memory.
  julian barnes the sense of an ending: Profession 2012 Rosemary G. Feal, 2013-12-01 This
issue of Profession contains Russell A. Berman’s introduction to his Presidential Forum, Language,
Literature, Learning, held at the 2012 MLA convention, and the essays of the forum participants
Kathleen Fitzpatrick, Christopher Freeburg, Jack Halberstam, B. Venkat Mani, and Imani Perry. To
mark the journal’s thirty-fifth anniversary, the issue also features a retrospective sampling of articles
that illustrate the evolution of the profession and of the professional issues the journal has
addressed since its inception in 1977. The retrospective section includes articles by Leon Anderson;
Wayne C. Booth; Heidi Byrnes; James A. Castañeda; Erik D. Curren; Reed Way Dasenbrock; Henry
Louis Gates, Jr.; Gerald Graff; John Guillory; Carolyn G. Heilbrun; Mara Holt; Dorothy James; Claire
J. Kramsch; George Levine; Philip Lewis; Alan Liu; Helene Moglen; Christopher Newfield; Mary
Louise Pratt; Judith Ryan; Jack H. Schuster; and Domna C. Stanton.
  julian barnes the sense of an ending: The Risk of Reading Robert P. Waxler, 2014-09-25
The Risk of Reading is a defense of the idea that deep and close readings of literature can help us to
understand ourselves and the world around us. It explores some of the meaning and implications of
modern life through the deep reading of significant books. Waxler argues that we need fiction to
give our so-called real life meaning and that reading narrative fiction remains crucial to the making
of a humane and democratic society. Beginning by exploring the implications of thinking about the
importance of story in terms of real life, The Risk of Reading focuses on the importance of human
language, especially language shaped into narrative, and how that language is central to the human
quest for identity. Waxler argues that we are linguistic beings, and that reading literary narrative is
a significant way to enrich and preserve the traditional sense of human identity and knowledge. This
is especially true in the midst of a culture which too often celebrates visual images, spectacle,



electronic devices, and celebrity. Reading narrative, in other words, should be considered a
counter-cultural activity crucial on the quest to know thyself. Reading literature is one of the best
opportunities we have today to maintain a coherent human identity and remain self-reflective
individuals in a world that seems particularly chaotic and confusing. Each chapter takes up a
well-known work of nineteenth- or twentieth-century literature in order to discuss more fully these
issues, exploring, in particular, the notion of life as a journey or quest and the crucial relationship
between language and our contingent everyday existence. Of particular interest along the way is the
question of what literary narrative can teach us about our mortality and how stories offer
opportunities to reflect on the ambivalent and profound meaning of mortal knowledge.
  julian barnes the sense of an ending: Teaching Narrative Richard Jacobs, 2018-04-12
Narrative is everywhere and has unique powers: to enchant and inspire, to make sense of our lives
and ourselves and to afford us an enriched understanding of alternative worlds and lives and of
better futures – though narrative also has the potential to coerce and oppress. Narrative is at the
centre at all stages of the English curriculum and has been the subject of a burgeoning critical
industry. This timely volume addresses the many ways in which recent thinking has informed the
teaching of narrative in university classrooms in the UK and the USA. Distinguished teachers from
both countries range widely across narrative topics and genres, including the opportunities opened
up by new technologies, and chapters articulate students’ own individual and collaborative
experiences in the teaching/learning process. The result is a volume that explores the pleasurable
challenges of working with students to help them appreciate and assess the power that narrative
exerts, to become reflectivecritics of its inner workings as well as exponents of narrative themselves.
  julian barnes the sense of an ending: The Routledge Research Companion to Ford Madox
Ford Sara Haslam, Laura Colombino, Seamus O'Malley, 2018-12-07 Taking account of Ford Madox
Ford’s entire literary output, this companion brings together prominent Ford specialists to offer an
overview of existing Ford scholarship and to suggest new directions in Ford studies. The Routledge
Research Companion to Ford Madox Ford is split into five parts, exploring the scholarly foundations
of Ford Madox Ford studies, Ford's literary identity, Ford and place, specific case studies and
themes and critical approaches. Within these five parts, the contributors cover areas relevant to
Ford’s fiction, nonfiction and poetry, including reception history, life-writing, literary histories,
gender and comedy. The Routledge Research Companion to Ford Madox Ford is an invaluable
resource for students and scholars in Ford Studies, in modernism, and in the literary world that Ford
helped shape in the early years of the twentieth century.
  julian barnes the sense of an ending: The Literature of Reconstruction Wolfgang Funk,
2017-03-23 Winner of the 2016 ESSE Junior Scholar Book Award in Literatures in the English
Language The Literature of Reconstruction argues for the term and concept of 'postmillennial
reconstruction' to fill the gap left by the decline of postmodernism and deconstruction as useful
cultural and literary categories. Wolfgang Funk shows how this notion emerges from the theoretical
and philosophical development that led to the demise of postmodernism by relating it to the idea of
'authenticity': immediate experience that eludes direct representation. In addition, he provides a
clear formal framework with which to identify and classify the features of 'reconstructive literature'
by updating the narratological category of 'metafiction', originally established in the 1980s. Based
on Werner Wolf's observation of a 'metareferential turn' in contemporary arts and media, he
illustrates how the specific use of metareference results in a renegotiation of the specific patterns of
literary communication and claims that this renegotiation can be profitably described with the
concept of 'reconstruction'. To substantiate this claim, in the second half of the book Funk discusses
narrative texts that illustrate this transition from postmodern deconstruction to postmillennial
reconstruction. The analyses take in distinguished and prize-winning writers such as Dave Eggers,
Julian Barnes, Jennifer Egan and Jasper Fforde. The broad scope of authors, featuring writers from
the US as well as the UK, underlines the fact that the reconstructive tendencies and strategies Funk
diagnoses are of universal significance for the intellectual and cultural self-image of the global
North.
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