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Gave Her Mother Forty Whacks: The Dark Tale Behind a Famous Phrase

gave her mother forty whacks — these words evoke a chilling image, and they come
from one of America's most infamous true crime stories. Far from just a catchy phrase, it
carries the weight of a tragic event that has fascinated and horrified people for over a
century. But what exactly does it mean, where did it originate, and why has it embedded
itself so deeply into American folklore and pop culture? Let’s unravel the story behind this
haunting line, explore its historical context, and understand its lasting impact.

The Origins of "Gave Her Mother Forty Whacks"

The phrase “gave her mother forty whacks” comes from the grim tale of Lizzie Borden, a
woman accused in 1892 of brutally murdering her father and stepmother in Fall River,
Massachusetts. The phrase specifically references the violent attack on Bridget Sullivan,
the Borden family’s maid, though it is often mistakenly used to describe the murder of
Abby Borden, Lizzie’s stepmother.

The Lizzie Borden Case

Lizzie Borden’s trial captured national attention because of its shocking nature and the
social dynamics involved. On August 4, 1892, Andrew Borden and his wife Abby were
found murdered in their home. Both had been struck multiple times with a hatchet. The
phrase “forty whacks” emerged from a nursery rhyme that children sang about the case,
exaggerating the number of blows to emphasize the brutality.

Despite overwhelming suspicion, Lizzie was acquitted of all charges. The exact number of
blows inflicted on Abby Borden was never conclusively established, but the rhyme
immortalized the phrase, making it synonymous with the case.

Why Forty Whacks?

The number “forty” in the phrase is likely symbolic rather than factual. Police reports
estimated Abby Borden was struck around 19 times. However, the rhyme and public
imagination amplified this number to “forty,” a figure that sounds more ominous and
memorable. This exaggeration helped the phrase stick in the collective consciousness,
turning it into a cultural shorthand for violent matricide.

Understanding the Phrase in Cultural Context



The phrase “gave her mother forty whacks” isn’t just a historical footnote; it’s a reflection
of how society processes and narrates crime stories. Over time, the phrase has been used
in literature, music, and media, often symbolizing the darker side of family dynamics and
hidden violence.

From Nursery Rhymes to Pop Culture

One of the most intriguing aspects of this phrase is its transformation from a phrase linked
to a gruesome crime into a children’s rhyme. The nursery rhyme goes:

Lizzie Borden took an axe,
And gave her mother forty whacks;
When she saw what she had done,
She gave her father forty-one.

This macabre rhyme is a prime example of how

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the phrase 'gave her mother forty whacks'
mean?
The phrase 'gave her mother forty whacks' is a euphemistic or figurative expression that
typically means someone inflicted a significant amount of punishment or harm, often used
in a storytelling or dramatic context.

Where does the phrase 'gave her mother forty whacks'
originate from?
The phrase 'gave her mother forty whacks' is often associated with the folk tale of Lizzie
Borden, who was accused of killing her father and stepmother with an axe. The phrase has
become a colloquial way to refer to a violent act involving a large number of blows.

Is 'gave her mother forty whacks' related to a true
story?
Yes, it relates to the true story of Lizzie Borden, who was tried and acquitted for the axe
murders of her father and stepmother in Fall River, Massachusetts, in 1892. The phrase
stems from the rhyme: 'Lizzie Borden took an axe and gave her mother forty whacks.'

Who was Lizzie Borden?
Lizzie Borden was an American woman who was accused of murdering her father and
stepmother with an axe in 1892. She was acquitted of the charges but remains a famous
figure in American folklore and true crime history.



What is the significance of the number forty in 'gave her
mother forty whacks'?
The number forty in the phrase is likely an exaggeration for dramatic effect, symbolizing a
brutal and repeated attack rather than an exact count of blows.

How has the phrase 'gave her mother forty whacks'
influenced popular culture?
The phrase has influenced popular culture by inspiring numerous books, movies, songs,
and plays about Lizzie Borden and the mystery surrounding the murders, often
highlighting themes of domestic violence and mystery.

Is the phrase 'gave her mother forty whacks' used in
modern language?
While not common in everyday conversation, the phrase is still recognized in cultural
references, true crime discussions, and as a metaphor for intense or excessive
punishment.

What lessons can be drawn from the story behind 'gave
her mother forty whacks'?
The story highlights the complexities of family dynamics, the challenges of the justice
system, and how sensational cases can become ingrained in cultural memory, prompting
discussions about violence and morality.

Are there any books or movies that explore the story
behind 'gave her mother forty whacks'?
Yes, there are many books and movies about Lizzie Borden and the murders, including the
2014 film 'Lizzie' and various true crime documentaries and novels that delve into the
events and theories surrounding the case.

Additional Resources
**Gave Her Mother Forty Whacks: Unraveling the Dark Tale Behind a Chilling Phrase**

gave her mother forty whacks is a haunting phrase that echoes through American
folklore and true crime history, instantly evoking images of a brutal and infamous
matricide. This chilling expression originates from the 1892 case of Lizzie Borden, a
woman accused—and ultimately acquitted—of the gruesome axe murders of her father and
stepmother in Fall River, Massachusetts. Over the decades, the phrase has transcended its
literal meaning to become a cultural shorthand for shocking violence, a subject of literary
intrigue, and a topic of historical analysis.



The Origins of the Phrase

The phrase “gave her mother forty whacks” stems from a popular children’s rhyme that
recounts the murder of Abby Borden, Lizzie’s stepmother:

> Lizzie Borden took an axe,
> And gave her mother forty whacks,
> When she saw what she had done,
> She gave her father forty-one.

While the exact number of blows delivered was far fewer (Abby Borden was struck 19
times), the rhyme captures the public’s morbid fascination with the case and has
immortalized the event in the American collective memory.

Historical Context and Case Overview

The brutal murders occurred on August 4, 1892, when both Andrew Borden and his wife
Abby were found dead in their home. The weapon used was an axe found in the household,
and suspicion quickly fell on their daughter, Lizzie Borden. The trial that followed was one
of the most sensationalized of its time, attracting widespread media attention.

Lizzie’s defense successfully argued a lack of direct evidence, and she was acquitted after
a highly publicized trial. Despite the verdict, public opinion remained divided, and the
phrase “gave her mother forty whacks” became synonymous with the shocking,
unresolved nature of the crime.

The Cultural Impact of the Phrase

The phrase has been embedded deeply in American culture, influencing literature, music,
and popular media. It appears in countless adaptations, from plays and films to songs and
television episodes, often used to evoke a sense of macabre curiosity.

#### Symbolism and Usage in Popular Culture

- **Literature:** Numerous books have explored Lizzie Borden’s life and the mystery
surrounding the murders, often using the phrase as a title or thematic anchor.
- **Music:** The rhyme has been adapted into folk songs, occasionally morphed into
darker or satirical versions.
- **Visual Media:** Films and TV shows about the case often reference the phrase to
highlight the gruesome nature of the crime.

The phrase's persistence illustrates how a piece of folklore can shape the collective
understanding of a historical event, reinforcing the narrative through repetition and
creative interpretation.



Psychological and Social Analysis

The phrase “gave her mother forty whacks” not only conjures images of violence but also
invites deeper psychological and social inquiry into family dynamics, gender roles, and
societal expectations of the late 19th century.

#### Family Dynamics and Gender Expectations

At the time, women were expected to maintain the household and exhibit submissive
behavior. Lizzie Borden’s portrayal as a possible murderer challenged these norms, and
the phrase encapsulates this transgression. The rhyme simplifies a complex family tragedy
into a stark, violent act, reflecting societal anxieties about women’s roles and power.

#### Media Sensationalism and Public Perception

The widespread circulation of the phrase and the rhyme itself contributed to
sensationalizing the case, influencing public perception and trial outcomes. It raises
questions about the impact of media on justice and the formation of cultural myths around
crime.

Forensic and Legal Perspectives

From a forensic standpoint, the phrase “gave her mother forty whacks” exaggerates the
brutality of the crime and serves as a reminder of how evidence can be distorted in public
discourse.

#### The Role of Evidence in the Lizzie Borden Case

- **Physical Evidence:** The actual count of wounds was fewer than the rhyme suggests,
and no eyewitnesses placed Lizzie at the scene during the murders.
- **Legal Strategy:** The defense leveraged inconsistencies and lack of direct proof,
highlighting challenges in forensic science of the era.

This disparity between reality and folklore underscores the importance of critical
examination of evidence, especially in notorious cases where myth can overshadow fact.

The Phrase in Modern Context

Today, “gave her mother forty whacks” is often referenced in discussions of historical
crimes, true crime media, and cultural studies examining how narratives of violence are
constructed and perpetuated.

#### Contemporary Relevance

- **True Crime Genre:** The phrase sets a tone for many true crime documentaries and
podcasts, reflecting ongoing public fascination with unresolved criminal mysteries.



- **Educational Use:** Scholars use the phrase as an entry point into discussions about
Victorian-era society, gender politics, and media influence.
- **Social Commentary:** It serves as a metaphor for extreme acts of rebellion or violence
within familial or societal contexts.

Analyzing the Phrase’s Endurance

What explains the longevity and resonance of “gave her mother forty whacks”? Several
factors contribute:

1. **Memorability:** The rhyme’s rhythmic and repetitive structure makes it easy to recall
and share.
2. **Sensationalism:** The graphic imagery appeals to human curiosity about crime and
the macabre.
3. **Ambiguity:** The unresolved nature of Lizzie Borden’s guilt invites speculation and
debate.
4. **Cultural Symbolism:** It encapsulates themes of family conflict, justice, and female
agency in a single evocative line.

Comparative Cases and Expressions

Similar phrases exist in other cultures, where violent acts are encapsulated in rhymes or
sayings that become part of folklore. Comparing “gave her mother forty whacks” to these
expressions helps in understanding how societies process and narrate violence.

Examples include:

- **“Ring Around the Rosie”** – Allegedly linked to the Black Plague.
- **“Tom Dooley”** – A folk song about a murder in Appalachian culture.

Such comparisons highlight the intersection of history, myth, and cultural memory.

Final Thoughts on “Gave Her Mother Forty Whacks”

The phrase “gave her mother forty whacks” remains a potent symbol of one of America’s
most notorious crimes. It encapsulates a blend of fact, fiction, and cultural storytelling
that continues to intrigue and provoke analysis. As a linguistic artifact, it reveals much
about the society that produced it: its fears, its fascination with crime, and its ways of
making sense of violence through narrative.

Though the true story behind the phrase may never be fully known, its place in American
history and culture is firmly established, serving as a reminder of how language and
folklore can immortalize moments of human tragedy and mystery.



Gave Her Mother Forty Whacks

  gave her mother forty whacks: Forty Whacks David Kent, 1992 Lizzie Borden is a name that
has lived in infamy. Wasn't this the ghoulish daughter who took an axe and gave her mother forty
whacks and then gave her father forty-one? Most people know the rhyme. What they don't know are
the particulars of how Lizzie was hounded by prosecutors, pursued by the press, finally acquitted -
yet always presumed guilty. For answers to these and many other questions about the unsolved
mystery of Lizzie Borden, author David Kent turned to Robert A. Flynn, a native of Fall River,
Massachusetts. As they delved deeper into the mystery, Kent and Flynn (author of the foreword)
gained complete access to voluminous material - including newly acquired papers and
never-before-published photographs that are now part of this book. With evidence gleaned from
court records and murder-scene photographs, David Kent reopened the case that shook the sleepy
town of Fall River, Massachusetts, in 1892. From essential details that were white-washed in the
trial, a new picture of Lizzie Borden emerges, far different from the blood-stained portrait of legend.
A true-crime mystery that reads like fiction, Forty Whacks is the vivid, compelling story of this
woman's defense in the merciless courtroom of public opinion.--BOOK JACKET.Title Summary field
provided by Blackwell North America, Inc. All Rights Reserved
  gave her mother forty whacks: The Sculptress Minette Walters, 2007-10-02 Winner of the
Edgar Award and the Macavity Award for Best Novel In prison they call her the sculptress: a
grotesquely obese young woman convicted of cutting her mother and sister to pieces and
rearranging their bodies on the floor like a jigsaw puzzle. She pleaded guilty to the crime, but no one
has noticed that the facts don't add up until Rosalind Leigh comes to visit the prisoner, hoping to get
a book deal out of her story. The more fevered Rosalind's pursuit of the truth, the closer she gets to
the true source of the evil ascribed to the Sculptress in her cell.
  gave her mother forty whacks: Perfect Poison: A Female Serial Killer's Deadly Medicine
M. William Phelps, 2014-02-25 The true-crime story of a Massachusetts nurse with a dark secret, by
the New York Times bestselling author of The Girl Left Behind. At the Veterans Affairs Medical
Center in Northampton, Massachusetts, Kristen Gilbert was known as a hardworking, dedicated
nurse. Yet so many emergencies and sudden deaths occurred under Kristen's watch that others
jokingly called her the “Angel of Death.” No one suspected the horrifying truth: that over the course
of six months, Gilbert had caused the deaths of as many as forty patients. With new insight into the
sociopathic mindset of nurses who kill, and the latest details on Gilbert's ongoing prison sentence,
M. William Phelps exposes how one person's good intentions went so chillingly, killingly wrong . . .
Praise for Perfect Poison “True crime at its best—compelling, gripping, an edge-of-the-seat thriller.
Phelps packs wallops of delight with his skillful ability to narrate a suspenseful story.” —Harvey
Rachlin, award-winning author of Song and System “A compelling account of terror . . . the author
dedicates himself to unmasking the psychopath with facts, insight, and the other proven methods of
journalistic leg work.” —Lowell Cauffiel, New York Times bestselling author of House of Secrets
Includes sixteen pages of dramatic photos
  gave her mother forty whacks: Bones Douglas Ubelaker, Henry Scammell, 2000-01-10 A
Smithsonian curator and top FBI consultant show how archeological discoveries help solve twentieth
century crimes and secrets of the ancients.
  gave her mother forty whacks: The Intellectual Devotional: Biographies David S. Kidder, Noah
D. Oppenheim, 2010-05-11 The fifth installment of the bestselling Intellectual Devotional series
features 365 captivating entries about the most celebrated personalities in history. Like its
compulsively readable predecessors, The Intellectual Devotional Biographies is organized into seven
categories, one for each day of the week. With their trademark wit and style, authors David Kidder
and Noah Oppenheim offer an array of fascinating facts about major figures from Atilla the Hun to
Desmond Tutu. In this daily devotional, you will learn about: • authors and artists, from Homer and
Ovid to Oscar Wilde and Virginia Woolf • leaders, such as Queen Elizabeth I, Abraham Lincoln,
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Susan B. Anthony, and Napoleon Bonaparte • innovators, from Johannes Gutenberg to Isaac Newton
to Werner Heisenberg • philosophers, including Socrates, Epicurus, Friedrich Nietzsche, and
Jean-Paul Sartre • rebels and reformers, from Joan of Arc and Spartacus to Galileo and Che Guevara
• preachers and prophets, including Lao-tzu, John the Baptist, Martin Luther, and Gandhi • villains,
such as Benedict Arnold, Genghis Khan, Ivan the Terrible, and Jack the Ripper This volume shares
the personal histories, accomplishments, and troubles of 365 people who have left an indelible mark
on the world.
  gave her mother forty whacks: God's Tiniest Angel and the Last Unicorn Rick Redalen M.D.,
2020-08-20 Simple beginnings. Not simple endings. How could such an innocent life take such
dramatic turns? This adventure begins when an eighteen-year-old young man in high school marries
his pregnant seventeen-year-old high school sweetheart. He becomes a father to two children during
college and medical school. Fast-forward and we have Rick Redalen, MD! Life becomes tragically
complicated after the death of Rick's father-in-law. Darkness follows...drug abuse, illicit affairs,
divorce, losing contact with his children. However, Rick is a survivor! Rick's life as a physician,
gifted diagnostician extraordinaire was and is a great blessing. Stories about his amazing medical
practice are seamlessly interwoven into this incredible life story of a man's near-perfect life falling
into darkness but how unwavering faith helped show him the light during periods of darkness! You
will want to share a copy of this book with everyone you meet!
  gave her mother forty whacks: I'm the Teacher, You're the Student Patrick Allitt,
2010-08-03 What is it really like to be a college professor in an American classroom today? An
award-winning teacher with over twenty years of experience answers this question by offering an
enlightening and entertaining behind-the-scenes view of a typical semester in his American history
course. The unique result—part diary, part sustained reflection—recreates both the unstudied
realities and intensely satisfying challenges that teachers encounter in university lecture halls. From
the initial selection of reading materials through the assignment of final grades to each student,
Patrick Allitt reports with keen insight and humor on the rewards and frustrations of teaching
students who often are unable to draw a distinction between the words novel and book. Readers get
to know members of the class, many of whom thrive while others struggle with assignments, plead
for better grades, and weep over failures. Although Allitt finds much to admire in today's students,
he laments their frequent lack of preparedness—students who arrive in his classroom without basic
writing skills, unpracticed with reading assignments. With sharp wit, a critical eye, and steady
sympathy for both educators and students, I'm the Teacher, You're the Student examines issues both
large and small, from the ethics of student-teacher relationships to how best to evaluate class
participation and grade writing assignments. It offers invaluable guidance to those concerned with
the state of higher education today, to young faculty facing the classroom for the first time, and to
parents whose children are heading off to college.
  gave her mother forty whacks: The Things That Nobody Knows William Hartston, 2013-04-01
A playful and diverting, yet always scientifically rigorous look at those simple mysteries that are yet
to be solved Why are so many giraffes gay? Has human evolution stopped? Where did our alphabet
come from? Can robots become self-aware? Can lobsters recognize other lobsters by sight? What
goes on inside a black hole? Are cell phones bad for us? Why can't we remember anything from our
earliest years? Full of the mysteries of life, the universe, and everything, this is a fascinating and
unputdownable exploration of the limits of human knowledge of our planet, its history and culture,
and the universe beyond.
  gave her mother forty whacks: Women in American Operas of the 1950s Monica A.
Hershberger, 2023 The first feminist analysis of some of the most performed works in the
American-opera canon, emphasizing the voices and perspectives of the sopranos who brought these
operas to life. In the 1950s, composers and librettists in the United States were busy seeking to
create an opera repertory that would be deeply responsive to American culture and American
concerns. They did not break free, however, of the age-old paradigm so typically expressed in
European opera: that is, of women as either saintly and pure or sexually corrupt, with no middle



ground. As a result, in American opera of the 1950s, women risked becoming once again opera's
inevitable victims. Yet the sopranos who were tasked with portraying these paragons of virtue and
their opposites did not always take them as their composers and librettists made them. Sometimes
they rewrote, through their performances, the roles they had been assigned. Sometimes they used
their lived experiences to invest greater authenticity in the roles. With chapters on The Tender Land,
Susannah, The Ballad of Baby Doe, and Lizzie Borden, this book analyzes some of the most
performed yet understudied works in the American-opera canon. It acknowledges Catherine
Clément's famous description of opera as the undoing of women, while at the same time illuminating
how singers like Beverly Sills and Phyllis Curtin worked to resist such undoing, years before the
official resurgence of the American feminist movement. In short, they ended up helping to dismantle
powerful gendered stereotypes that had often reigned unquestioned in opera houses until then.
  gave her mother forty whacks: The Broadview Introduction to Literature Lisa Chalykoff, Neta
Gordon, Paul Lumsden, 2013-08-08 Designed for courses taught at the introductory level in
Canadian universities and colleges, this new anthology provides a rich selection of literary texts. In
each genre the anthology includes a vibrant mix of classic and contemporary works. Each work is
accompanied by an author biography and by explanatory notes, and each genre is prefaced by a
substantial introduction. Pedagogically current and uncommon in its breadth of representation, The
Broadview Introduction to Literature invites students into the world of literary study in a truly
distinctive way.
  gave her mother forty whacks: The Broadview Introduction to Literature: Concise Edition Lisa
Chalykoff, Neta Gordon, Paul Lumsden, 2014-12-11 Designed for courses taught at the introductory
level in Canadian universities and colleges, this new anthology provides a rich selection of literary
texts. In each genre the anthology includes a vibrant mix of classic and contemporary works. Each
work is accompanied by an author biography and by explanatory notes, and each genre is prefaced
by a substantial introduction. Pedagogically current and uncommon in its breadth of representation,
The Broadview Introduction to Literature invites students into the world of literary study in a truly
distinctive way. This concise edition offers the literary breadth and pedagogical features of the
complete edition in a more compact, affordable package. This anthology comes with access to a
companion website for students. An access code is included with all new copies. An instructor’s
website is also available; an access code is provided with all desk copies.
  gave her mother forty whacks: The Ultimate Book of Top Ten Lists Jamie Frater, 2009-11-03
Features lists that cover a broad range of subjects including bizarre eating habits, famous historic
misquotes, books that changed the world, and differences between Europe and America.
  gave her mother forty whacks: She Kills Me Jennifer Wright, 2021-10-26 A powerful collection
of stories about women who murdered—for revenge, for love, and even for pleasure—rife with
historical details that will have any true crime junkie on the edge of their seat In every tragic story,
men are expected to be the killers. There are countless studies and works of art made about male
violence. However, when women are featured in stories about murder, they are rarely portrayed as
predators. They’re the prey. This common dynamic is one of the reasons that women are so
enthralled by female murderers. They do the things that women aren’t supposed to do and live the
lives that women aren’t supposed to want: lives that are impulsive and angry and messy and
inconvenient. Maybe we feel bad about loving them, but we eat it up just the same. Residing
squarely in the middle of a Venn diagram of feminism and true crime, She Kills Me tells the story of
40 women who murdered out of necessity, fear, revenge, and even for pleasure.
  gave her mother forty whacks: Strange Piece of Paradise Terri Jentz, 2007-03-20 Powerful,
eloquent, and paced like a thriller, Strange Piece of Paradise is the electrifying account of the
author's investigation into her near murder.
  gave her mother forty whacks: Chapter Closed K. J. Keller, 2011-12 Dr. Elizabeth Beck, a
world renowned psychologist and author of many best-selling books, including Rapist Rules, is
blackmailed by a former acquaintance to be the maid of honor at a wedding in Snow Cap Ridge,
Colorado. On the night before the ceremony, Elizabeth becomes the intended rape victim of local ski



instructor John Garrett. When Garrett is discovered stabbed to death, Elizabeth is charged with his
murder. Since Elizabeth was found unconscious at the scene of the crime and doesn't remember
anything past the rape attempt, her fate is in the hands of a skeptical jury. Throughout the
investigation and trial, people from Elizabeth's past play major roles in the twisted road to
resolution. As her lawyers battle to prove her innocence, Elizabeth is thrown a curve when a
romance that had lain dormant for sixteen years is awakened. Follow the secrets and buried truths
to the surprising conclusion in Chapter Closed. About the Author: K. J. Keller was born in Colorado,
but spent most of her youth in Arizona. Since 1999, she resides with her partner in his native
country, The Netherlands, where she teaches high school International Baccalaureate English
Diploma Programs in The Hague.Her first novel, The Butterfly Clinic, (ISBN: 978-0-595-45441-9) is
available at all major book outlets, online book stores, or via author's website:
www.kjkeller-author.com Ms. Keller is currently working on her third novel, Heavenly Scrapbook,
and a unique cookbook featuring recipes and travel stories from her adventures in Europe and
Africa. Publisher's website: http: //SBPRA.com/KJKelle
  gave her mother forty whacks: A Companion to the History of Crime and Criminal Justice Jo
Turner, Paul Taylor, Sharon Morley, Karen Corteen, 2017-06-21 The history of crime and
punishment is an important, yet under-resourced area of criminology and criminal justice. This
valuable book provides concise but robust definitions of key terms and concepts, going well beyond a
simple explanation of the word or theme. Offering a succinct approach to the vocabulary and
terminology of historical and contemporary approaches to crime and punishment, it includes entries
from expert contributors in a user-friendly A-Z format with clear direction to related entries and
further reading. Including explanations of terms ranging from 'garrotting' to The Bow Street
Runners, baby farming to juvenile delinquency, this easily accessible text will be ideal for the reader
to draw on across the variety of modules and studies relating to the topic.
  gave her mother forty whacks: The Cake-Eater Conspiracy James D. Truax, 2002-12 In the
wealthy suburb of Edina, Minnesota, Peter Kaufman has been a long-time serial wife abuser. He's
terrorized four ex-wives and started on his fifth. Occasionally over the years, these women have been
getting together for mutual support cake and coffee and fun fantasies of revenge, perhaps even
murder. Now, suddenly, Kaufman has turned up dead. Did one or more of the wives conspire to dust
him?Bobbie Druke is one of the detectives assigned to obtain the evidence for an indictment and
conviction. She's surprised to find that her assignment is Georgia Pruitt, a beautiful and respected
acquaintance from the past. As Georgia's tale unfolds, Bobbie is drawn into a series of sinister
events that indicate that the abuse has not stopped with Peter's death. He seems to be virtually
reaching out from the grave to attack the lives of Georgia and the other wives. Bobbie is drawn
closer to Georgia as the focus of her investigation changes from prosecuting her to exonerating her
and to protecting her from whomever or whatever is threatening to kill her. When Bobbie's evolving
theory regarding Peter Kaufman's death finally gels, she finds that her concepts of justice have been
totally altered.
  gave her mother forty whacks: We Can’T All Be Gems, Erasmus Vermouth,Serial Killer
& Artiste. Carol Ann, 2016-04-08 Ralphie is a handsome man with MS and a drunken psycho ex-pole
dancer wife. They love to argue yet love each other very much. Ralphie is so powerful he condenses
his ex-wife to straighten up. Then he finds his wife her next husband, a Nigerian prince. Erasmus is
nobodys sweetheart with a face like a plate of tapioca pudding. He is a serial killer who most often
gets his ass kicked by his victims.Running down the street with a butcher knife after him.
  gave her mother forty whacks: Nothing But Murder William Roughead, 2014-08-18 Here are
twelve classic essays by True Crime pioneer William Roughead, including The Fatal Countess and
Physic and Forgery.
  gave her mother forty whacks: Stupid History Leland Gregory, 2009-06-15 A treasury of
historical hilarity from the New York Times-bestselling coauthor of America’s Dumbest Criminals!
Why exactly is Paul Revere revered when it was Samuel Prescott who made the famous ride? Was
the lightbulb really Thomas Edison’s bright idea? Bestselling author and former Saturday Night Live



writer Leland Gregory employs his masterful wit to expose historical myths, faux “facts,” strange
events, and tales of human stupidity throughout history. You’ll learn that: * Magellan didn’t actually
make it around the world * As a member of Parliament, Isaac Newton spoke only once, and it wasn’t
exactly a statement of political brilliance for the ages * On April 24, 1898, Spain declared war on the
U.S., thus starting the Spanish-American War—and then the U.S. declared war the very next day,
but not wanting to be outdone, had the date on the declaration changed from April 25 to April 21
With these and many more stories, Leland Gregory once again highlights the funny side of history.
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