
dog songs by mary oliver

Dog Songs by Mary Oliver: A Heartfelt Ode to Canine Companions

Dog songs by Mary Oliver evoke a unique blend of warmth, wisdom, and wonder, capturing the deep
bond between humans and their canine friends. Mary Oliver, renowned for her poetic celebration of
nature, brings a special tenderness to the theme of dogs, weaving their presence seamlessly into her
reflections on life, love, and the natural world. Exploring her dog songs offers readers not only a glimpse
into the soulful companionship dogs provide but also an invitation to contemplate the simple joys and
profound lessons these animals impart.

Mary Oliver’s Unique Approach to Dog Songs

Mary Oliver’s poetry is distinguished by its clear-eyed observation and gentle reverence for life’s smaller
moments. When it comes to dog songs, she doesn’t merely describe dogs as pets; instead, she elevates them
to symbols of loyalty, freedom, and unconditional love. Her verses often portray dogs as bridges between
the human spirit and the natural environment, highlighting their instinctual connection to the earth.

Rather than anthropomorphizing dogs, Oliver respects their wildness and their innate joy. This approach
encourages readers to appreciate dogs in their full complexity—as creatures who embody both
domestication and untamed spirit.

The Emotional Depth in Oliver’s Canine Poems

One of the most compelling aspects of dog songs by Mary Oliver is the emotional depth that underpins her
work. Poems like “Dog Songs” from her collection *Dog Songs* explore themes of gratitude, companionship,
and the bittersweet nature of time spent with a beloved dog. Oliver’s work often captures the quiet
moments of everyday life—walking through woods, sitting by a fireplace, or simply observing a dog’s
playful antics—and turns them into profound meditations on presence and mindfulness.

Her ability to convey the unspoken bond between humans and dogs touches readers deeply, reminding us
of the healing power of these animals. Whether it’s the comfort of a dog’s loyalty or the joy of their
exuberance, Oliver’s poetry resonates with anyone who has ever loved a dog.

Exploring the Themes in Dog Songs by Mary Oliver



Mary Oliver’s dog songs encompass a wide range of themes that extend beyond the surface-level affection
for dogs. These poems invite readers to reflect on life’s bigger questions through the lens of canine
companionship.

Loyalty and Unconditional Love

At the heart of many dog songs is the theme of loyalty. Dogs, as Oliver depicts them, are unwavering
friends who stand by us through life’s ups and downs. This loyalty becomes a metaphor for the kind of
steadfast love many seek in human relationships. Oliver’s poems often highlight this quality with subtle
yet powerful language, suggesting that dogs teach us about trust and faithfulness in ways words alone
cannot.

The Intersection of Nature and Nurture

Oliver’s deep connection to the natural world permeates her poetry, and dog songs are no exception. She
frequently situates dogs within wild landscapes—woods, fields, and rivers—reminding readers of their
ancestral ties to nature. This blending of nature and nurture underscores a key idea: that dogs, while
domesticated, carry within them echoes of wildness, freedom, and instinct.

Her poetry encourages us to see dogs not just as pets but as fellow creatures sharing the earth’s rhythms.
This perspective fosters a sense of respect and kinship that enriches the human-dog relationship.

Joy in the Everyday

A recurring theme in Oliver’s dog songs is the celebration of simple pleasures. Whether it’s a dog’s joyful
run through a meadow or the quiet companionship during a rainy afternoon, these moments become
sacred in her poetry. Oliver reminds us that joy often resides in the mundane, and that dogs, with their
innocent enthusiasm, help us rediscover this truth.

Why Dog Songs by Mary Oliver Resonate with Dog Lovers

Dog lovers often find Mary Oliver’s dog songs especially moving because they articulate feelings that are
difficult to express. The poems speak to the unique emotional landscape of owning and loving a dog—the
joy, the grief, the humor, and the unspoken connection.



Capturing the Spirit of Dogs

One reason Oliver’s dog songs strike a chord is her ability to capture the essence of a dog’s spirit. Her
descriptions are vivid yet tender, portraying dogs as individuals with their own personalities and quirks.
This personalized portrayal helps readers see their own dogs reflected in the poetry, creating a sense of
intimacy and recognition.

Offering Comfort and Solace

Many dog lovers turn to poetry during times of loss or reflection. Oliver’s dog songs offer comfort by
acknowledging the depth of grief felt when a dog passes away, while also celebrating the lasting impact
dogs have on our lives. Her poems serve as gentle reminders that the love shared with a dog transcends
physical presence.

How to Experience Dog Songs by Mary Oliver

Engaging with Mary Oliver’s dog songs can be a deeply rewarding experience, especially when
approached with mindfulness and openness. Here are some tips to enhance your reading:

Read Slowly and Reflectively: Oliver’s poetry is rich with imagery and emotion. Taking your time
allows you to savor the nuances of her language and the feelings evoked.

Connect with Your Own Experiences: Think about your relationships with dogs—past and
present—as you read. This personal connection can deepen your appreciation.

Read Aloud: Hearing the rhythms and sounds of the poems can bring the words to life and enhance
their emotional impact.

Combine with Nature Walks: Since Oliver’s poetry often celebrates the outdoors, reading her dog
songs during a walk with your dog can create a powerful synergy.

Expanding Your Exploration: Related Works and Inspirations

If dog songs by Mary Oliver resonate with you, there are many ways to explore similar themes or discover



more about her poetic world.

Other Nature-Centric Poetry by Mary Oliver

Beyond her canine-themed poems, Oliver’s extensive body of work consistently explores nature’s beauty
and mysteries. Collections like *American Primitive* and *Thirst* offer additional insights into her
meditations on life, death, and the environment.

Poets Inspired by Dogs

Oliver is part of a tradition of poets who find inspiration in dogs. Writers like Pablo Neruda, who penned
“Ode to a Dog,” and contemporary poets such as Roger Robinson, have also celebrated dogs’ unique role in
human life. Exploring their works can provide a broader context for appreciating dog-themed poetry.

Books and Anthologies on Dog Poetry

For readers interested in a dedicated collection, anthologies focusing on dog poetry can be a treasure trove.
These often include works by various authors, offering diverse perspectives on the human-canine bond.

The Enduring Legacy of Dog Songs by Mary Oliver

Mary Oliver’s dog songs continue to touch readers because they encapsulate something universal—the joy
and solace found in the companionship of dogs. Through her lyrical voice, dogs become more than pets;
they emerge as teachers, healers, and friends who help us navigate the complexities of life with grace.

Her poetry invites us to slow down, to notice the small moments of connection, and to celebrate the
profound impact our four-legged companions have on our hearts. In a world that often feels hurried and
distracted, dog songs by Mary Oliver offer a gentle reminder of the quiet, enduring love that dogs bring
into our lives.

Frequently Asked Questions



Who is Mary Oliver and what is her connection to dog songs?
Mary Oliver was a renowned American poet known for her nature-themed poetry. While she did not
specifically write 'dog songs,' her poetry often includes themes of animals and nature, which can be
interpreted to include dogs.

Are there any poems by Mary Oliver that focus on dogs?
Yes, Mary Oliver has several poems that feature dogs or reference them, such as "Dog Song" and other
works where dogs symbolize companionship, loyalty, and the natural world.

What is the theme of Mary Oliver's poem 'Dog Song'?
The theme of 'Dog Song' by Mary Oliver centers on the deep bond between humans and dogs,
highlighting loyalty, unconditional love, and the joy dogs bring to life.

Where can I find Mary Oliver's dog-related poems?
Mary Oliver's dog-related poems can be found in her poetry collections available in bookstores, libraries,
and online platforms such as poetryfoundation.org and in her published books.

How does Mary Oliver portray dogs in her poetry?
Mary Oliver portrays dogs as loyal, joyful, and insightful creatures that connect humans to nature and teach
lessons about living in the moment and appreciating simple pleasures.

Is 'Dog Song' by Mary Oliver suitable for children?
Yes, 'Dog Song' by Mary Oliver is suitable for children as it captures the innocence and joy of dogs in a
simple and heartfelt manner, making it accessible and enjoyable for readers of all ages.

Has Mary Oliver received awards for her poetry including works about
dogs?
Mary Oliver received numerous awards for her poetry, including the Pulitzer Prize and National Book
Award. While these awards recognize her overall contribution to poetry, her works featuring dogs are part
of her celebrated repertoire.

Can Mary Oliver's dog poems be used for educational purposes?
Absolutely, Mary Oliver's dog poems are often used in educational settings to teach poetry appreciation,
themes of nature, and human-animal relationships.



What literary devices does Mary Oliver use in her dog songs?
Mary Oliver uses imagery, metaphor, and personification in her dog songs to evoke vivid pictures of dogs
and to express deeper themes of connection, loyalty, and nature.

Are there audio or video recordings of Mary Oliver reading her dog
poems?
Yes, there are audio and video recordings of Mary Oliver reading her poetry, including her dog poems,
available on platforms like YouTube and poetry archives online.

Additional Resources
Dog Songs by Mary Oliver: A Poetic Exploration of Canine Companionship

dog songs by mary oliver stands as a unique and deeply moving collection within the realm of
contemporary poetry. Mary Oliver, renowned for her evocative and nature-centric writing, turns her
poetic lens toward the world of dogs in this celebrated anthology. This body of work not only celebrates the
bond between humans and their canine companions but also invites readers into a contemplative space
where themes of love, loyalty, mortality, and joy intertwine. As a subject, dogs might seem simple or even
mundane, yet through Oliver’s masterful use of language and imagery, they become profound symbols of
life’s most essential connections.

Understanding the Significance of Dog Songs by Mary Oliver

Mary Oliver’s Dog Songs occupies a special place in her oeuvre, standing apart from her more nature-
focused collections by centering specifically on the intimate relationship between humans and dogs.
Published in 2013, this collection reflects Oliver’s personal experiences and affection for dogs, which she
considered both muse and companion. The poems within are varied in tone and style, ranging from
lighthearted and humorous to solemn and reflective, capturing the multifaceted nature of canine presence
in human life.

The significance of Dog Songs lies not only in its thematic focus but also in its ability to reach a broad
audience. Dog lovers, poetry enthusiasts, and readers interested in human-animal relationships find
resonance in Oliver’s work. This accessibility is enhanced by the clear, unpretentious language Oliver
employs, which invites readers to engage emotionally without the barrier of overly complex poetic
devices.



Mary Oliver’s Style and Approach in Dog Songs

Mary Oliver’s poetic style in Dog Songs maintains the characteristic clarity and precision seen in her
broader body of work. Her approach is grounded in observation and affection, often capturing small,
intimate moments that reveal larger truths. Unlike some poetry collections that rely heavily on abstract
symbolism, Oliver’s dog poems are tangible and immediate—describing the physicality of dogs, their
behaviors, and the emotional responses they evoke.

A notable feature of Dog Songs is Oliver’s ability to blend narrative elements with lyricism. Many poems
read like brief stories or meditations, inviting readers into scenes of everyday life. For example, she often
describes walks in the woods, playful antics, or quiet moments of companionship, using these scenarios to
explore themes such as gratitude, presence, and the inevitability of loss.

Thematic Exploration in Dog Songs by Mary Oliver

The recurring themes in dog songs by Mary Oliver reflect both the joy and sorrow inherent in any deep
relationship. Among the most prominent are:

Companionship and Loyalty: Oliver emphasizes the unwavering loyalty dogs offer, portraying them
as steadfast friends who provide comfort and grounding.

Mortality and Grief: Several poems confront the finite nature of life—both human and canine—with
a tone that is tender yet unflinching, exploring how grief shapes memory and love.

Nature and Simplicity: Dogs serve as bridges between humans and the natural world, and Oliver
often situates them within natural settings to highlight this connection.

Joy and Playfulness: The collection celebrates the exuberance and energy dogs bring into human
lives, balancing solemnity with lightness.

These themes resonate because they are universal, yet Oliver’s poetic voice brings a fresh and intimate
perspective. Her poems often serve as meditative pauses, encouraging readers to recognize the sacredness
in everyday interactions with animals.

Comparative Context: Dog Songs and Other Animal Poetry



Dog Songs by Mary Oliver can be contextualized within a broader tradition of animal poetry that explores
human-animal bonds. Compared to other poets, Oliver’s work is distinctive for its combination of simplicity
and depth. Unlike more anthropomorphic or fanciful animal poetry, Oliver maintains a grounded realism
that honors dogs as beings with their own integrity.

When compared to poets such as Wendell Berry or Jane Hirshfield, who also explore nature and animals,
Oliver’s focus on dogs provides a more focused lens. This specificity allows her to delve deeply into the
nuances of dog behavior and the emotional landscape of human attachment. Furthermore, her use of
accessible language contrasts with some contemporaries who employ more experimental forms, making
Dog Songs approachable for a wider demographic.

Impact and Reception of Dog Songs by Mary Oliver

Since its publication, Dog Songs has been widely embraced by readers and critics alike. The collection has
been praised for its heartfelt portrayal of dogs and the immersive quality of Oliver’s poetry. Its appeal
extends beyond literary circles, often recommended by pet enthusiasts and animal welfare advocates as a
testament to the profound influence of dogs in human lives.

The book’s impact is also evident in its continued presence in popular culture and literary discussions. It
frequently appears on reading lists related to pets and nature poetry and has inspired readings, podcasts, and
book clubs focused on the themes of companionship and loss.

However, some critics have noted that the collection’s gentle tone and straightforward style may not satisfy
readers seeking more experimental or linguistically complex poetry. For these audiences, Dog Songs might
seem somewhat conventional. Nonetheless, its emotional honesty and thematic clarity remain its greatest
strengths.

Key Poems and Their Features

Several poems within Dog Songs stand out for their evocative imagery and emotional resonance:

“The Journey”: This poem metaphorically traces the emotional path of the relationship between dog1.
and owner, highlighting moments of joy and impending loss.

“Dog”: A descriptive piece that captures the physical grace and personality of dogs, emphasizing their2.
unique qualities.

“The Messenger”: Reflects on the role dogs play as intermediaries between humans and the natural3.
world, suggesting a spiritual dimension.



Each poem employs vivid sensory details and a contemplative tone, allowing readers to experience the
emotional nuances of living with dogs.

Why Dog Songs by Mary Oliver Remains Relevant Today

In an era increasingly characterized by digital interaction and urban living, Mary Oliver’s Dog Songs offers
a poignant reminder of the simple, grounding joys of companionship with animals. The collection’s focus on
mindfulness, presence, and emotional connection resonates with contemporary readers seeking solace and
meaning beyond the complexities of modern life.

Moreover, the universal appeal of dogs as loyal companions ensures that this work remains accessible and
relatable across cultures and age groups. The poems serve both as literary art and as affirmations of the
human-animal bond, making them valuable resources for educators, therapists, and animal lovers alike.

The enduring relevance of dog songs by Mary Oliver also reflects a broader cultural trend toward
recognizing the emotional and psychological benefits of pet ownership. As scientific studies continue to
highlight the positive impact of dogs on mental health and well-being, Oliver’s poetry provides an artistic
complement to these findings, enriching the conversation with emotional depth and lyrical beauty.

In sum, Dog Songs by Mary Oliver occupies a unique niche in contemporary poetry, blending heartfelt
themes with clear, evocative language. Its celebration of dogs as companions, teachers, and sources of joy
invites readers into a shared experience that transcends the page and touches the core of human empathy.

Dog Songs By Mary Oliver

  dog songs by mary oliver: Dog Songs Mary Oliver, 2015-09-29 A collection of poems about
dogs and their relationships with humans.
  dog songs by mary oliver: Dog Songs and A Thousand Mornings Mary Oliver, 2014
  dog songs by mary oliver: Dog Songs Mary Oliver, 2014-10-16 A selection of new and favorite
poems celebrates the canine companions who have enriched the author's world, exploring how they
have accompanied her walks, inspired her work, and served as life guides.
  dog songs by mary oliver: A Mary Oliver Collection Mary Oliver, 2020-11-10 A stunning
collection of four of Mary Oliver's most beloved books of poetry, A Thousand Mornings, Blue Horses,
Dog Songs, and Felicity, packaged together for the first time Throughout her career, Mary Oliver
touched innumerable readers with her brilliantly crafted verse. In this box set, containing her four
most recently published collections, she returns to the imagery and subjects that have come to
define her life's work: transporting us to the coastline of her beloved home, Provincetown; reminding
us of what it truly means to belong to the natural world;, celebrating the special bond between
human and dog, and expounding on the wild and the quiet within our own hearts. Within every book,
Oliver honors life, love, and beauty. This beautifully designed set is the perfect gift for every

https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-148/dog-songs-by-mary-oliver.pdf


occasion, and a wonderful addition to the library of both longtime fans and new readers.
  dog songs by mary oliver: Devotions: A Read with Jenna Pick Mary Oliver, 2020-11-10 Tell
me, what is it you plan to do with your one wild and precious life? -Mary Oliver, from The Summer
Day Pulitzer Prize-winning poet Mary Oliver presents a personal selection of her best work in this
definitive collection spanning more than five decades of her esteemed literary career. “No matter
where one starts reading, Devotions offers much to love.” —The Washington Post Throughout her
celebrated career, Mary Oliver has touched countless readers with her brilliantly crafted verse,
expounding on her love for the physical world and the powerful bonds between all living things.
Identified as far and away, this country's best selling poet by Dwight Garner, she now returns with a
stunning and definitive collection of her writing from the last fifty years. Carefully curated, these
200 plus poems feature Oliver's work from her very first book of poetry, No Voyage and Other
Poems, published in 1963 at the age of 28, through her most recent collection, Felicity, published in
2015. This timeless volume, arranged by Oliver herself, showcases the beloved poet at her edifying
best. Within these pages, she provides us with an extraordinary and invaluable collection of her
passionate, perceptive, and much-treasured observations of the natural world.
  dog songs by mary oliver: Upstream Mary Oliver, 2019-10-29 One of O, The Oprah
Magazine’s Ten Best Books of the Year The New York Times bestselling collection of essays from
beloved poet, Mary Oliver. “There's hardly a page in my copy of Upstream that isn't folded down or
underlined and scribbled on, so charged is Oliver's language . . .” —Maureen Corrigan, NPR’s Fresh
Air “Uniting essays from Oliver’s previous books and elsewhere, this gem of a collection offers a
compelling synthesis of the poet’s thoughts on the natural, spiritual and artistic worlds . . .” —The
New York Times “In the beginning I was so young and such a stranger to myself I hardly existed. I
had to go out into the world and see it and hear it and react to it, before I knew at all who I was,
what I was, what I wanted to be.” So begins Upstream, a collection of essays in which revered poet
Mary Oliver reflects on her willingness, as a young child and as an adult, to lose herself within the
beauty and mysteries of both the natural world and the world of literature. Emphasizing the
significance of her childhood “friend” Walt Whitman, through whose work she first understood that a
poem is a temple, “a place to enter, and in which to feel,” and who encouraged her to vanish into the
world of her writing, Oliver meditates on the forces that allowed her to create a life for herself out of
work and love. As she writes, “I could not be a poet without the natural world. Someone else could.
But not me. For me the door to the woods is the door to the temple.” Upstream follows Oliver as she
contemplates the pleasure of artistic labor, her boundless curiosity for the flora and fauna that
surround her, and the responsibility she has inherited from Shelley, Wordsworth, Emerson, Poe, and
Frost, the great thinkers and writers of the past, to live thoughtfully, intelligently, and to observe
with passion. Throughout this collection, Oliver positions not just herself upstream but us as well as
she encourages us all to keep moving, to lose ourselves in the awe of the unknown, and to give
power and time to the creative and whimsical urges that live within us.
  dog songs by mary oliver: Best Dog Hikes Utah Nicole Tomlin, 2025-07 A guide to the best
dog-friendly hiking trails in the Beehive State, from mountain views to canyon treks, where dogs can
frolic, swim, play, explore, and enjoy every step of the way--
  dog songs by mary oliver: Louise Erdrich's Justice Trilogy Connie A. Jacobs, Nancy J. Peterson,
2021-10-01 Louise Erdrich is one of the most important, prolific, and widely read contemporary
Indigenous writers. Here leading scholars analyze the three critically acclaimed recent novels—The
Plague of Doves (2008), The Round House (2012), and LaRose (2016)—that make up what has
become known as Erdrich’s “justice trilogy.” Set in small towns and reservations of northern North
Dakota, these three interwoven works bring together a vibrant cast of characters whose lives are
shaped by history, identity, and community. Individually and collectively, the essays herein
illuminate Erdrich’s storytelling abilities; the complex relations among crime, punishment, and
forgiveness that characterize her work; and the Anishinaabe contexts that underlie her presentation
of character, conflict, and community. The volume also includes a reader’s guide to each novel, a
glossary, and an interview with Erdrich that will aid in readers’ navigation of the justice novels.



These timely, original, and compelling readings make a valuable contribution to Erdrich scholarship
and, subsequently, to the study of Native literature and women’s authorship as a whole.
  dog songs by mary oliver: Goodbye Pet & See You in Heaven Bel Mooney, 2016-08-25 When
her beloved small dog died, Bel Mooney was astonished at the depth of her ongoing sorrow. Sharing
her loss online and in a newspaper article brought a deluge of responses, spurring Bel to explore
these feelings further. Why do humans mourn pets? Can animals themselves grieve - and do they
have souls? In Goodbye, Pet & See You in Heaven, Bel sets off on an emotional journey to learn more
about pet bereavement. She is astounded by inexplicable 'signs' of her dog's spirit, watches Bonnie's
ashes being turned into glass, talks to experts and discusses the mysterious enduring energy of love.
She discovers why Ancient Egyptians mummified animals and what different faiths, myths, writers
and scientists have to say about animals and the afterlife. She also looks back over her own life and
reflects on lessons learned from companion animals - and from wildlife too. As informative as it is
deeply moving, Goodbye, Pet is an intensely personal, uplifting look at the love we share with pets,
both in life and afterwards. Enriched by heartfelt stories and inspirational words, it is a book to be
treasured by anyone who has ever loved an animal.
  dog songs by mary oliver: This Is a Book for People Who Love Dogs Meg Freitag, 2023-08-22
Dog lovers rejoice! This Is a Book for People Who Love Dogs is a canine celebration featuring
illustrated breed profiles, a history of how dogs evolved, and an exploration of the joys of sharing
your life with a dog. For dog lovers new and old, this gorgeous guide takes readers on a walk
through the wonders of our four-legged friends. Author Meg Freitag shares all about the lives of
dogs, from deciphering dog behavior and tracing the long history of companionship between humans
and dogs. Dog breeds—including collies, corgies, and golden retrievers—are profiled with spirited
illustrations that'll leave you aching to bring another dog home. Thoroughly researched and
presented in a warm, charming style, This Is a Book for People Who Love Dogs is a must-have for
everyone who cherishes their furry friends.
  dog songs by mary oliver: The Goodness of Dogs India Knight, 2016-09-29 This book is a
celebration of happy dogs and the happy people who own them. At once a companion, a manual and
a repository of useful information, The Goodness of Dogs also contains avid dog-lover India Knight's
reflections on the sheer brilliance of dogs and the life-enhancing delight of dog ownership. If you
have reached dog nirvana, you will recognize yourself. If you haven't yet - this book will help you.
With chapters ranging from how to choose a breed (and where to get it from), to the joy and chaos of
puppies, to feeding and training your dog, to choosing a vet and even how to cope with illnesses and
death, The Goodness of Dogs will take you through every facet of dog ownership. Full of India
Knight's inimitable wit and the sound advice she is famous for, and beautifully illustrated by artist
Sally Muir, this book will make the perfect gift for any dog-lover.
  dog songs by mary oliver: Living with Animals Natalie Porter, Ilana Gershon, Ilana M.
Gershon, 2018-09-15 No detailed description available for Living with Animals.
  dog songs by mary oliver: Blue Horses Mary Oliver, 2016-10-11 In this stunning collection of
new poems, Mary Oliver returns to the imagery that has defined her life’s work, describing with
wonder both the everyday and the unaffected beauty of nature. Herons, sparrows, owls, and
kingfishers flit across the page in meditations on love, artistry, and impermanence. Whether
considering a bird’s nest, the seeming patience of oak trees, or the artworks of Franz Marc, Oliver
reminds us of the transformative power of attention and how much can be contained within the
smallest moments. At its heart, Blue Horses asks what it means to truly belong to this world, to live
in it attuned to all its changes. Humorous, gentle, and always honest, Oliver is a visionary of the
natural world.
  dog songs by mary oliver: Hope of the Crow Katherine Schneider, 2020-08-28 When is the last
time you've read an honest, funny book about occupying aging and living with disabilities? Katherine
Schneider provides seven years of snap shots of the life of a grass-roots elder activist working,
loving, playing, and praying with disabilities included. Half the people over sixty-five will develop a
disability. 2020 is the thirtieth anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act, so we're in style!



Read on to learn about occupying aging with grit and gusto.
  dog songs by mary oliver: To Sing Once More Lambert Zuidervaart, 2021-01-21 How do we
honor the dog friends who keep us company without complaint? How do we prepare when their
all-too-short lives near an end? How do we grieve their passing and take joy in their memory? This
memoir celebrates the life of a beautiful Golden Retriever named Hannah Estelle. It tells how, at a
time of deep sadness, Hannah's puppy presence helped the author learn to sing again; how, as he
became an accomplished vocalist, her faithful friendship brought grace and joy; and how, during the
cancer-wracked months that ended her life, his singing to Hannah helped her departure. Woven
around texts from poignant songs, the book speaks of loss and love, of sorrow and joy, of suffering
and hope. Each chapter is a dog song, inspired by the canine companion it is about, and songlike in
its own aspiration. Lambert Zuidervaart tells lyrical stories about a dear dog's life to thank her for
helping him learn to sing once more.
  dog songs by mary oliver: Learning to Live in Boys’ Schools Donal O'Donoghue, 2018-08-06
This book is about boys’ experiences of being educated in independent single-sex schools in Canada.
These experiences, which are oftentimes attributed to particular places and moments at school,
reveal ways in which school places are both companionable and influential in how boys become
available to themselves and others as they pursue the possibility of becoming somebody. Curious
about how masculinities show up in places at school and studying the sorts of gendered
subjectivities that such places invite, entice, support and deny, the book extends beyond traditional
ways of thinking and writing about the production of masculinities in education by introducing a
different set of conceptual orientations and inquiry practices, including post-masculinities, weak
theory, and art-led research and thought practices.
  dog songs by mary oliver: The Purest Bond Jen Golbeck, Stacey Colino, 2023-11-14 This
feel-good, comprehensive exploration of the profound bond between humans and dogs from Jen
Golbeck, the “internet’s dog mom” behind the massive social media platform The Golden Ratio, and
award-winning science writer Stacey Colino “will bring something magical and meaningful into your
life” (Daniel J. Siegel, MD, New York Times bestselling author). Dogs have been considered people’s
best friend for thousands of years, but never has the relationship between humans and their canine
companions been as vitally important as it is today. With all of the seismic shifts in today’s world,
rates of anxiety and depression have been skyrocketing, and people have been turning to their dogs
for solace and stability. Amidst these dire realities, something wonderful has taken shape. In the
United States alone, dog adoptions doubled during the COVID-19 pandemic. As people have brought
furry friends into their lives for the first time or seized this opportunity to deepen the connections
they already have, they are looking to understand how owning a dog can change their lives. Weaving
together groundbreaking research and touching real-life stories, The Purest Bond is an “informative
and fun” (Publishers Weekly) exploration of not just the social benefits of owning a dog but the
science of how dogs improve our emotional and physical health, mental acuity, and our ability to
focus and absorb information. Most importantly, they remind us of what’s right in the world—love,
trust, affection, playtime, fresh air, and sunshine—even when so much feels wrong.
  dog songs by mary oliver: The Year of the Puppy Alexandra Horowitz, 2024-05-14 “What Mr.
Rogers was to children, Alexandra Horowitz is to dogs: a wise and patient observer who seeks to
intimately know a creature... Her chapters, packed with close observations about canine cognition
and behavior, are mini-mood lifters. —NPR, Maureen Corrigan on Fresh Air What is it like to be a
puppy? Author of the classic Inside of a Dog, Alexandra Horowitz tries to find out, spending a year
scrutinizing her puppy’s daily existence and poring over the science of early dog development Few
of us meet our dogs at Day One. The dog who will, eventually, become an integral part of our family,
our constant companion and best friend, is born without us into a family of her own. A puppy's
critical early development into the dog we come to know is usually missed entirely. Dog researcher
Alexandra Horowitz aimed to change that with her family's new pup, Quiddity (Quid). In this
scientific memoir, she charts Quid's growth from wee grub to boisterous sprite, from her birth to her
first birthday. Horowitz follows Quid's first weeks with her mother and ten roly-poly littermates, and



then each week after the puppy joins her household of three humans, two large dogs, and a wary
cat. She documents the social and cognitive milestones that so many of us miss in our puppies' lives,
when caught up in the housetraining and behavioral training that easily overwhelms the first months
of a dog's life with a new family. In focusing on training a dog to behave, we mostly miss the radical
development of a puppy into themselves—through the equivalent of infancy, childhood, young
adolescence, and teenager-hood. By slowing down to observe Quid from week to week, The Year of
the Puppy makes new sense of a dog's behavior in a way that is missed when the focus is only on
training. Horowitz keeps a lens on the puppy's point of view—how they (begin to) see and smell the
world, make meaning of it, and become an individual personality. She's there when the puppies first
open their eyes, first start to recognize one another and learn about cats, sheep, and people; she
sees them from their first play bows to puberty. Horowitz also draws from the ample research in the
fields of dog and human development to draw analogies between a dog's first year and the growing
child—and to note where they diverge. The Year of the Puppy is indispensable for anyone navigating
their way through the frustrating, amusing, and ultimately delightful first year of a puppy’s life.
  dog songs by mary oliver: The Arrogant Ape Christine Webb, 2025-09-02 An impassioned
celebration of humility before the living world that leads us to a new understanding of other
species—and ourselves Darwin considered humans one part of the web of life, not the apex of a
natural hierarchy. Yet today many maintain that we are the most intelligent, virtuous, successful
species that ever lived. This flawed thinking enables us to exploit the earth towards our own
exclusive ends, throwing us into a perilous planetary imbalance. But is this view and way of life
inevitable? The Arrogant Ape shows that human exceptionalism is an ideology that relies more on
human culture than our biology, more on delusion and faith than on evidence. Harvard primatologist
Christine Webb has spent years researching the rich social, emotional, and cognitive lives of our
closest living relatives. She exposes the ways that many scientific studies are biased against other
species and reveals underappreciated complexities of nonhuman life—from the language of
songbirds and prairie dogs, to the cultures of chimpanzees and reef fishes, to the acumen of plants
and fungi. With compelling stories and fresh research she gives us a paradigm-shifting way of
looking at other organisms on their own terms, one that is revolutionizing our perception both of
them and of ourselves. Critiques of human exceptionalism tend to focus on our moral obligation
towards other species. They overlook what humanity also stands to gain by dismantling its illusions
of uniqueness and superiority. This shift in perspective fills us with a sense of awe and satisfies one
of our oldest and deepest desires to belong to the larger whole we inhabit. What’s at stake is a
better, sustainable way of life with the potential to heal and rejuvenate our shared planet.
  dog songs by mary oliver: The Castle School (for Troubled Girls) Alyssa Sheinmel,
2021-03-02 Set in an experimental boarding school for teens dealing with trauma, The Castle School
(for Troubled Girls) follows one girl's journey through grief and her eleven classmates, each with
their own issues, that help her find a path to healing. Perfect for fans of Kathleen Glasgow, this
atmospheric, emotional tear-jerker will leave you speechless. When Moira Dreyfuss's parents
announce that they're sending her to an all-girls boarding school deep in the Maine woods, Moira
isn't fooled. She knows her parents are punishing her; she's been too much trouble since her best
friend, Nathan, died—and for a while before that. At the Castle School, isolated from the rest of the
world, Moira will be expected to pour her heart out to the odd headmaster, Dr. Prince. But she isn't
interested in getting over Nathan's death or befriending her fellow students. On her first night there,
Moira hears distant music. On her second, she discovers the lock on her window is broken. On her
third, she and her roommate venture outside...and learn that they're not so isolated after all. There's
another, very different, Castle School nearby—this one filled with boys whose parents sent them
away, too. Moira is convinced that the Castle Schools and the doctors who run them are hiding
something. But exploring the schools will force Moira to confront her overwhelming grief—and the
real reasons her parents sent her away. Praise for The Castle School (for Troubled Girls): Achingly
beautiful. Moira's story gripped me from the first page and held me fast long after I finished
reading.—Gilly Segal, New York Times bestselling co-author of I'm Not Dying with You Tonight



Hooked me from page one. I couldn't stop reading until I had every single answer.—Francesca
Zappia, author of Eliza and Her Monsters Beneath the trappings of a fast-paced mystery, this novel
holds a heartrending exploration of adolescent grief... Memorable.—Booklist Complex and layered...
A heartfelt exploration of grief, guilt, and recovery.—School Library Journal Mental health
awareness wrapped in a captivating storyline.—Kirkus An effective exploration of mental illness, and
it will share a coveted place on reading lists with Laurie Halse Anderson and Patricia
McCormick.—BCCB Also by Alyssa Sheinmel: A Danger to Herself and Others What Kind of Girl
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