come on rain karen hesse

Come On Rain Karen Hesse: Exploring the Heart of a Timeless Children's Classic

come on rain karen hesse is a phrase that instantly brings to mind the evocative and tender children's
book written by the acclaimed author Karen Hesse. This beloved story, praised for its lyrical prose and
heartfelt themes, has resonated with readers of all ages since its publication. If you're looking to
understand the deeper meaning behind the book, its context, and why it remains a staple in children's
literature, you're in the right place. Let’s dive into the world of "Come On, Rain!" and discover what

makes Karen Hesse’s work so special.

About the Book: Come On Rain! by Karen Hesse

"Come On, Rain!" is a beautifully illustrated children’s picture book published in 1992, written by Karen
Hesse and illustrated by Jon J Muth. This story captures a quiet moment in the life of a young girl
named Raindrop, who eagerly awaits the arrival of rain in the midst of a long dry spell. The narrative is

simple yet powerful, reflecting themes of patience, hope, and the comforting rhythms of nature.

Hesse's use of poetic language and vivid imagery creates a gentle mood that mirrors the anticipation
and eventual relief brought by the rain. The book has garnered critical acclaim, including the

prestigious Caldecott Honor, thanks to its blend of evocative storytelling and breathtaking illustrations.

The Author: Karen Hesse’s Unique Approach to Children’s Literature

Karen Hesse is known for her ability to weave emotional depth into her writing, often exploring themes
like resilience, family, and the human connection to nature. In "Come On, Rain!", she moves away

from complex narrative arcs and instead focuses on the simple act of waiting for rain, turning it into a



meditation on patience and the small joys of life.

Her poetic style invites young readers to slow down and appreciate the world around them, making the
book a favorite for parents and educators who want to introduce children to the beauty of nature and

the power of observation.

Why "Come On Rain!" Stands Out in Children’s Literature

One of the reasons "Come On Rain!" remains a classic is its universal appeal. Regardless of where a
reader lives, the experience of waiting for rain—or longing for a change in weather—is something many
can relate to. Hesse’s narrative transcends geographical and cultural boundaries, making the story

accessible and relatable.

Moreover, the collaboration with illustrator Jon J Muth adds a layer of visual poetry that complements
the text perfectly. Muth’s watercolor paintings are soft and luminous, evoking the humid, heavy
atmosphere before a summer rainstorm. This pairing of words and images creates an immersive

sensory experience for children.

The Role of Nature in the Story

Nature is more than just a backdrop in "Come On Rain!"—it’s almost a character itself. The heat, the
dry earth, the buzzing insects, and the eventual downpour all serve to highlight the cycles of life and

the interconnectedness between humans and their environment.

Hesse’s writing encourages children to observe their surroundings closely and develop an appreciation
for natural phenomena. This subtle environmental education is woven seamlessly into the narrative,

making it both engaging and informative.



Educational Value and Themes in Come On Rain Karen Hesse

Teachers and parents often turn to "Come On Rain!" for its rich thematic content and educational
potential. The book’s focus on patience and hope can be a gentle introduction to emotional literacy for
young readers. It also offers opportunities for discussions about weather patterns, seasons, and how

people adapt to their environment.

Encouraging Emotional Growth

Waiting for rain is a metaphor for learning to cope with anticipation and uncertainty. Through
Raindrop’s quiet hopefulness, children learn about managing emotions and understanding that some

things are beyond our control but worth waiting for.

Integrating Science and Literature

Because the story revolves around weather, it naturally lends itself to interdisciplinary lessons.
Educators can pair readings of "Come On Rain!" with simple science experiments or observations

about the water cycle, helping kids connect literature with real-world knowledge.

How to Make the Most of Reading ""Come On Rain!" with

Children

Reading "Come On Rain!" is more than just flipping through the pages. It’s an opportunity for

interactive learning and bonding.



e Engage Senses: Encourage children to listen for the sounds of nature, like the rustling leaves or

distant thunder, while reading.

* Ask Open-Ended Questions: Prompt kids to describe what they think Raindrop feels as she waits

for the rain.

¢ Connect to Personal Experiences: Share stories about times they waited for something important

or about rainy days they remember.

e Explore Art: After reading, invite children to paint or draw what rain looks like to them, inspired

by Jon J Muth’s illustrations.

These activities help deepen the child’s engagement with the story and foster creativity.

Legacy and Impact of Come On Rain Karen Hesse

More than three decades after its release, "Come On Rain!" continues to be a cherished book in
libraries and homes. Its timeless message resonates across generations, reminding readers of the

quiet power of nature and the strength found in patience.

Karen Hesse’s contribution to children’s literature through this book exemplifies how simple stories can
carry profound meaning. Schools often include it in their curricula to teach both literary appreciation

and life lessons.

Influence on Contemporary Children's Books

The success of "Come On Rain!" has inspired many authors and illustrators to create books that blend



lyrical language with evocative art. It set a benchmark for how picture books could address complex

emotions and environmental themes without overwhelming young readers.

Today, the book still serves as a model for combining poetic storytelling with visual artistry, influencing

a new generation of creators in the children’s literature field.

Where to Find Come On Rain Karen Hesse

If you’re interested in adding "Come On Rain!" to your collection, it’s widely available in bookstores,
online retailers, and public libraries. Many editions come with special features such as author notes or
behind-the-scenes insights into the making of the book. Audiobook versions are also available,

providing another way to experience Hesse’s poetic narrative.

Whether you’re a parent, teacher, or simply a lover of children’s literature, "Come On Rain!" offers a

beautifully crafted glimpse into the gentle wonders of life’s small moments.

Exploring "come on rain karen hesse" reveals a story that is much more than a simple children’s book.
It is a celebration of nature’s rhythms, a lesson in patience, and an artistic achievement that continues

to inspire and comfort readers everywhere.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Come On, Rain!' by Karen Hesse?

The main theme of 'Come On, Rain!" is the anticipation and joy of rain during a drought, highlighting

the connection between nature and human emotions.



Who is the narrator in 'Come On, Rain!' by Karen Hesse?
The story is narrated by a young girl named Rebecca who eagerly awaits the rain to end the drought

affecting her community.

How does Karen Hesse use language in 'Come On, Rain!" to convey
the mood?
Karen Hesse uses vivid, sensory language and poetic prose to evoke the heat, dryness, and eventual

relief brought by the rain, creating an immersive mood.

What role does the setting play in 'Come On, Rain!'?

The setting, a small town experiencing a drought, is crucial as it frames the characters' longing for rain

and emphasizes nature's impact on daily life.

Is 'Come On, Rain!' suitable for children?

Yes, 'Come On, Rain!" is a children's picture book that uses simple yet expressive language and

illustrations, making it suitable and engaging for young readers.

What message does Karen Hesse convey through 'Come On, Rain!'?

Karen Hesse conveys a message of hope and patience, showing how even small natural events like

rain can bring joy and renewal to a community.

Additional Resources

**Exploring "Come On, Rain" by Karen Hesse: A Poetic Journey Through Childhood and Nature**

come on rain karen hesse is an evocative phrase that leads readers into the heart of a beloved

children's book by acclaimed author Karen Hesse. Known for her lyrical prose and sensitive portrayal



of childhood experiences, Hesse has crafted a timeless narrative that beautifully captures the
anticipation and relief brought by rain in a hot summer. This article delves into the thematic depth,
literary style, and educational value of *Come On, Rain!*, providing an analytical perspective on why

this work continues to resonate with readers and educators alike.

An In-depth Analysis of *Come On, Rain!*

Karen Hesse’s *Come On, Rain!* stands out as an exemplary piece of children’s literature, blending
poetic language with vivid imagery to depict a young girl’s eagerness for rain during a sweltering
summer day. The book, illustrated by Jon J. Muth, uses free verse and watercolor illustrations to

create a sensory experience that transcends age.

One of the notable features of *Come On, Rain!* is its ability to use weather—specifically rain—as a
metaphor for renewal and hope. The protagonist’s joyful anticipation mirrors a universal longing for
relief amid adversity. This thematic element resonates deeply with readers, fostering empathy and a

connection to the natural world.

Moreover, Karen Hesse’s choice of free verse poetry, rather than conventional prose, invites readers
to engage with rhythm, pacing, and imagery differently. This stylistic decision not only enhances the
emotional impact but also serves as an effective tool for early literacy development by exposing

children to varied literary forms.

Thematic Exploration: Nature, Childhood, and Anticipation

At its core, *Come On, Rain!* is a celebration of nature’s cycles and the innocence of childhood. The
narrative unfolds through the eyes of a young girl on a hot day, eagerly waiting for the rain to fall. This
anticipation is skillfully conveyed through repetitive, rhythmic lines that mimic the rising tension and

excitement.



The theme of nature’s power is underscored by the contrast between the oppressive heat and the
refreshing rain. Hesse uses this dichotomy to emphasize the transformative impact of rain—not just on
the environment but on human emotions. The story subtly communicates the idea that nature’s gifts,

like rain, carry emotional and symbolic significance.

In addition to nature, the book touches on childhood themes such as patience, hope, and the simple
joys found in everyday experiences. The young narrator’s perspective is authentic and relatable,
making the story accessible to children while offering adults a nostalgic reflection on their own

childhoods.

Literary Style and lllustrations: A Harmonious Blend

Karen Hesse’s use of free verse poetry in *Come On, Rain!* is a defining characteristic that sets the
book apart. The poetry is simple yet evocative, employing repetition and sound devices that enhance
the sensory experience. For example, the refrain "come on, rain" acts as a rhythmic anchor, drawing

readers into the narrator’s yearning.

Jon J. Muth’s watercolor illustrations complement Hesse’s text perfectly. The soft, fluid brushstrokes
mirror the gentle yet transformative nature of rain. lllustrations depict the protagonist’s changing

emotions and the shifting landscape, enhancing the narrative without overwhelming the sparse text.
Together, the poetry and artwork create a multisensory reading experience that appeals to young

readers and adults alike. This synergy between text and image is a significant factor in the book’s

acclaim and continued popularity.

Educational Impact and Usage in Classrooms

*Come On, Rain!* is frequently incorporated into elementary school curricula due to its rich thematic

content and accessible poetic form. Educators appreciate the book for several reasons:



Introduction to Poetry: The free verse format introduces students to poetry in a non-intimidating

way, encouraging exploration of rhythm and imagery.

Science Connections: The depiction of weather phenomena provides a natural segue into

lessons about the water cycle and climate.

Emotional Literacy: The narrative fosters discussions about emotions such as anticipation,

patience, and joy.

Art Integration: The book’s illustrations inspire art projects focused on watercolor techniques and

the depiction of nature.

These multidisciplinary applications demonstrate the versatility of *Come On, Rain!* as a teaching tool.

Comparisons with Other Works by Karen Hesse

Karen Hesse is renowned for her ability to address complex themes within accessible narratives. While
*Come On, Rain!* is a lighthearted and hopeful book focused on a single moment in childhood, other

works by Hesse often tackle more serious historical or social issues.

For instance, *Out of the Dust*—a novel in verse set during the Dust Bowl—explores hardship and
resilience on a broader scale, employing a similar poetic style. Comparing *Come On, Rain!* to *Out of
the Dust* reveals Hesse’s consistent mastery of verse in storytelling, yet highlights the thematic range

she covers, from intimate, everyday joys to profound historical struggles.

This versatility makes Karen Hesse a significant figure in contemporary children’s and young adult

literature, and *Come On, Rain!* serves as an accessible entry point into her oeuvre.



Pros and Cons of *Come On, Rain!* in Contemporary

Literature

Analyzing the merits and limitations of *Come On, Rain!* provides a balanced perspective on its place

within children’s books.

Pros:

* Accessible Poetry: The free verse style is approachable for young readers and aids in

developing literacy skills.

Universal Themes: Themes of anticipation, nature, and childhood joy resonate across cultures

and generations.

Visual Appeal: The watercolor illustrations enhance engagement and complement the text's

mood.

¢ Educational Value: Supports cross-curricular learning in literature, science, and art.

Cons:

e Limited Narrative Depth: As a short picture book, the story may feel too simple for older readers

seeking complex plots.

e Context-Specific Imagery: The focus on rain and summer heat may be less relatable in regions

with different climates.



Despite these minor drawbacks, *Come On, Rain!* remains a cherished and effective work within its

genre.

Audience Reception and Critical Acclaim

Since its publication, *Come On, Rain!* has been widely praised for its poetic language and evocative
illustrations. Critics commend Karen Hesse’s skillful use of verse to capture the rhythms of childhood
and nature. The book has earned accolades such as the Charlotte Zolotow Award for outstanding

writing in picture books.

Readers appreciate the book’s gentle pace and the emotional authenticity of the young narrator. Its
enduring popularity in libraries and schools attests to its impact as both a literary and educational

resource.

The collaboration between Hesse and Muth is frequently highlighted as a model for how text and

illustration can work in harmony to deepen a story’s effect.

In reviewing *Come On, Rain!* by Karen Hesse, it becomes evident that the book's success lies in its
poetic simplicity and emotional resonance. By inviting readers to share in the hopeful anticipation of
rain, Hesse crafts a timeless narrative that celebrates the intimate connections between childhood,
nature, and renewal. Its literary merit and educational utility secure its status as a staple in children’s

literature, continuing to inspire readers and educators worldwide.

Come On Rain Karen Hesse

come on rain karen hesse: Come On, Rain! Karen Hesse, 2016-01-26 Newbery Medalist
Karen Hesse recreates the body and soul-renewing experience of a summer downpour after a


https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-148/come-on-rain-karen-hesse.pdf

sweltering city heat wave. Come on, rain! Tess pleads to the sky as listless vines and parched plants
droop in the endless heat. Up and down the block, cats pant while heat wavers off tar patches in the
broiling alleyway. More than anything, Tess hopes for rain. And when it comes, she and her friends
are ready for a surprising and joyous celebration....Through exquisite language and acute
observation, Newberry medalist Karen Hesse recreates the glorious experience of a quenching
rainstorm on a sweltering summer day. Jon ] Muth's masterful and lyrical watercolors perfectly
reflect the spirit of the text.

come on rain karen hesse: Come On, Rain! Karen Hesse, 2016 Newbery Medalist Karen Hesse
recreates the body and soul-renewing experience of a summer downpour after a sweltering city heat
wave.

come on rain karen hesse: Karen Hesse Rosemary Oliphant-Ingham, 2005 Works examined
include Out of the Dust, The Music of Dolphins, Letters from Rifka, A Light in the Storm, The Civil
War Diary of Amelia Martin, and A Time of Angels. Each book involves issues of family; challenges
and decisions; difficulties of life; strong, independent female characters; differences in people; and
writing and the use of language. Teachers, librarians and teen readers will find this an intriguing
look into the writing of Karen Hesse.--Jacket.

come on rain karen hesse: The Storytime Handbook Nina Schatzkamer Miller, 2014-01-23
Fresh, fun ideas for children's storytime fill this book. The author, a long-time storytime facilitator,
has put together 52 weekly themes plus additional plans for holidays, all with detailed instructions
for talking about the theme and choosing the books, crafts, songs, poems, games and snacks. Each
storytime idea is illustrated with photographs of a suggested craft and snack for easy reference.
Libraries, bookstores, preschools and parents alike can use this book to offer themed storytimes that
include discussion, literature, art, music, movement and food. Options are provided for each
storytime, so the ideas can be used year after year.

come on rain karen hesse: Teaching Evidence-Based Writing: Fiction Leslie Blauman,
2016-09-19 One in a million. Yes, that’s how rare it is to have so many write-about-reading strategies
so beautifully put to use. Each year Leslie Blauman guides her students to become highly skilled at
supporting their thinking about texts, and in Evidence-Based Writing: Fiction, she shares her
win-win process. Leslie combed the ELA standards and all her favorite books and built a lesson
structure you can use in two ways: with an entire text or with just the excerpts she’s included in the
book. Addressing Evidence, Character, Theme, Point of View, Visuals, Words and Structure, each
section includes: Lessons you can use as teacher demonstrations or for guided practice, with Best
the Test tips on how to authentically teach the skills that show up on exams with the texts you teach.
Prompt Pages serve as handy references, giving students the key questions to ask themselves as
they read any text and consider how an author’s meaning and structure combine. Excerpts-to-Write
About Pages feature carefully selected passages from novels, short stories, and picture books you
already know and love and questions that require students to discover a text’s literal and deeper
meanings. Write-About-Reading Templates scaffold students to think about a text efficiently by
focusing on its critical literary elements or text structure demands and help them rehearse for more
extensive responses. Writing Tasks invite students to transform their notes into a more developed
paragraph or essay with sufficiently challenging tasks geared for grades 6-8. And best of all, your
students gain a confidence in responding to complex texts and ideas that will serve them well in
school, on tests, and in any situation when they are asked: What are you basing that on? Show me
how you know.

come on rain karen hesse: A to Zoo Rebecca L. Thomas, 2018-06-21 Whether used for
thematic story times, program and curriculum planning, readers' advisory, or collection
development, this updated edition of the well-known companion makes finding the right picture
books for your library a breeze. Generations of savvy librarians and educators have relied on this
detailed subject guide to children's picture books for all aspects of children's services, and this new
edition does not disappoint. Covering more than 18,000 books published through 2017, it empowers
users to identify current and classic titles on topics ranging from apples to zebras. Organized simply,




with a subject guide that categorizes subjects by theme and topic and subject headings arranged
alphabetically, this reference applies more than 1,200 intuitive (as opposed to formal catalog)
subject terms to children's picture books, making it both a comprehensive and user-friendly resource
that is accessible to parents and teachers as well as librarians. It can be used to identify titles to fill
in gaps in library collections, to find books on particular topics for young readers, to help teachers
locate titles to support lessons, or to design thematic programs and story times. Title and illustrator
indexes, in addition to a bibliographic guide arranged alphabetically by author name, further extend
access to titles.

come on rain karen hesse: Best STEM Resources for NextGen Scientists Jennifer L. Hopwood,
2015-06-30 Intended to support the national initiative to strengthen learning in areas of science,
technology, engineering, and mathematics, this book helps librarians who work with youth in school
and public libraries to build better collections and more effectively use these collections through
readers' advisory and programming. A versatile and multi-faceted guide, Best STEM Resources for
NextGen Scientists: The Essential Selection and User's Guide serves as a readers' advisory and
collection development resource for youth services and school librarians seeking to bring
STEM-related titles into their collections and introduce teachers and young readers to them. This
book not only guides readers to hundreds of the best STEM-related titles—fiction and non-fiction
printed materials as well as apps, DVDs, websites, and games—it also includes related activities or
programming ideas to help promote the use of the collection to patrons or students in storytime,
afterschool programs, or passive library programs. After a detailed discussion of the importance of
STEM and the opportunities librarians have for involvement, the book lists and describes best STEM
resources for young learners. Resources are organized according to the reading audiences for which
they are intended, from toddlers through teens, and the book includes annotated lists of both fiction
and nonfiction STEM titles as well as graphic novels, digital products, and online resources. In
addition, the author offers a selection of professional readings for librarians and media specialists
who wish to further expand their knowledge.

come on rain karen hesse: The Giant Encyclopedia of Transition Activities for Children 3 to 6 :
Over 600 Activities Created by Teachers for Teachers Kathy Charner, Maureen Murphy, Jennifer
Ford, 2005 Resource book with over 600 transition activities for teachers of preschool children ages
three to five to use in the classroom--Provided by publisher.

come on rain karen hesse: Where is Lonely? Eva Mclntyre, 2014-07-25 Chelsea is a feisty,
hyperactive little girl who meets an unfriendly ogre called Lonely and steps up to the challenge of
changing his grumpy ways. It's a story about friendship, but most of all, it's a story for children to
enjoy, participate in and identify with.

come on rain karen hesse: Writing from Scratch Shannon Anderson, 2025-02-05 Effective,
engaging strategies that will boost your confidence in teaching writing Writing from Scratch is a
positive, encouraging book full of practical techniques for elementary teachers and students to get
the most out of their writing time. Award-winning author Shannon Anderson presents specific,
skill-based lessons through a running theme of baking and cooking. Each lesson, or “recipe,” will
help you serve up effective instruction on writing topics like idea generation, figurative language,
plotting, and structure. This book is designed not just to develop student writing, but to develop
students as writers. The experiences and guidance in Writing From Scratch will inspire you to plan a
year-long curriculum—or jump in mid-year—for writing instruction that will make a difference for
students today, and into the future. Get practical ideas for incorporating writing lessons into your
elementary classroom Build writing exercises into content lessons, for added writing instruction
Inspire students to get excited about writing and explore their identities as writers Gain the
confidence you need to plan a full writing curriculum Teachers in K-5 settings, as well as principals
and education leaders, will benefit from this hands-on writing instruction guide. Perfect for solo use
or as a guide for professional development, Writing From Scratch will have you cooking up fantastic
writing lessons in no time!

come on rain karen hesse: Teaching Literacy in First Grade Diane Lapp, 2005-05-05 First




grade is a year of important new experiences for students and teachers alike. Some students will
arrive knowing how to read, others will know a few letters of the alphabet, and most will be
somewhere in between. Including dozens of reproducibles, this book guides first-grade teachers in
the many decisions they face about how to orchestrate effective, appropriate, and engaging
instruction. A special strength of the book is the authors' deep understanding of the oral language
base of literacy learning - both reading and writing - and their expertise in differentiating instruction
for English language learners.

come on rain karen hesse: Young Citizens of the World Marilynne Boyle-Baise, Jack Zevin,
2013-12-04 Young Citizens of the World takes a clear stance: Social studies is about citizenship
education that is informed, deliberative, and activist—citizenship not only as a noun, something one
studies, but as a verb, something one DOES. Its holistic, multicultural approach is based on this
clear curricular and pedagogical purpose. Straightforward, engaging, and highly interactive, the
book encourages students (and their teachers) to become informed, think it through, and take
action. Each chapter is written as a civic engagement which is teacher-ready for use in elementary
classrooms. A set of six teaching strategies that are constructive, inquiry-driven, dramatic, and
deliberative bring the curricular framework to life through intensive, integrated meaningful studies
of special places, important people, and significant times. Readers are invited to rehearse the
projects in their social studies education courses and then to reinterpret them for their classrooms.
The projects are supported by important resources for teaching, including supportive children’s
literature, links to internet sites, and visual sources and by a Companion Website that enhances and
extends the text.

come on rain karen hesse: Talking Beyond the Page Janet Evans, 2020-10-28 Talking
Beyond the Page shows how different kinds of picturebooks can be used with children of all ages and
highlights the positive educational gains to be made from reading, sharing, talking and writing about
picturebooks. With contributions from some of the world's leading experts, chapters in this book
consider how: children think about and respond to visual images and other aspects of picturebooks
children’s responses can be qualitatively improved by encouraging them to think and talk about
picturebooks before, during and after reading them the non-text features of picturebooks, when
considered in their own right, can help readers to make more sense out of the book different kinds of
picturebooks, such as wordless, postmodern, multimodal and graphic novels, are structured children
can respond creatively to picturebooks as art forms picturebooks can help children deal with
complex issues in their lives Talking beyond the Page also includes an exclusive interview with
Anthony Browne who shares thoughts about his work as an author illustrator. This inspiring and
thought provoking book is essential reading for teachers, student teachers, literacy consultants,
academics interested in picturebook research and those organising and teaching on teacher
education courses in children’s literature and literacy.

come on rain karen hesse: A Fresh Approach to Teaching Punctuation Janet Angelillo,
2002-07 A guide to teaching students to use punctuation correctly and effectively through a program
of extensive reading and writing.

come on rain karen hesse: Literacy Assessment and Intervention for Classroom Teachers
Beverly DeVries, 2017-07-05 The fourth edition of this comprehensive resource helps future and
practicing teachers recognize and assess literacy problems, while providing practical, effective
intervention strategies to help every student succeed. The author thoroughly explores the major
components of literacy, providing an overview of pertinent research, suggested methods and tools
for diagnosis and assessment, intervention strategies and activities, and technology applications to
increase students' skills. Discussions throughout focus on the needs of English learners, offering
appropriate instructional strategies and tailored teaching ideas to help both teachers and their
students. Several valuable appendices include assessment tools, instructions and visuals for creating
and implementing the book's more than 150 instructional strategies and activities, and other
resources.

come on rain karen hesse: Your Curriculum Companion: Libby Woodfin, Suzanne Nathan



Plaut, 2021-02-01 This essential guide to the EL Education K-5 Language Arts Curriculum is one
part roadmap to the curriculum, one part orientation to its instructional practices, and one part
coach--to answer your questions, relieve your stress, and put you and your students on the path to
success. Your Curriculum Companion explores the foundations of the curriculum, including the
principles and research it was built on and the instructional practices that make it unique. The book
is designed to help you look under the hood at practices embedded throughout the curriculum so
that you can sharpen your instruction, support students to be leaders of their own learning, and
make well-informed changes necessary to best meet your students' needs. Key features of Your
Curriculum Companion include: Twenty-seven accompanying videos--see the curriculum in action
Task cards for guidance on how to plan when the planning has been done for you The why, what,
and how of the K-2 Reading Foundations Skills Block A deep dive into the purpose and structure of
close reading and close read-alouds, including two sample annotated lessons. An exploration of the
relationship between reading and writing and how the curriculum is designed to help students
become strong communicators, including an annotated read-think-talk-write lesson. Detailed
descriptions of the ways in which English language learners and other students who may need
additional support are challenged, engaged, and empowered throughout the curriculum. Guidance
for turning evidence of student progress into usable data that can inform your instruction. Support
for school leaders

come on rain karen hesse: Mentor Texts Lynne R. Dorfman, Rose Cappelli, 2017 It's been a
decade since Lynne Dorfman and Rose Cappelli wrote the first edition of Mentor Texts and helped
teachers across the country make the most of high-quality children's literature in their writing
instruction. In the second edition of this important book Lynne and Rose show teachers how to help
students become confident, accomplished writers by using literature as their foundation. The second
edition includes brand-new Your Turn Lessons, built around the gradual release of responsibility
model, offering suggestions for demonstrations and shared or guided writing. Reflection is
emphasized as a necessary component to understanding why mentor authors chose certain
strategies, literary devices, sentence structures, and words. Lynne and Rose offer new children's
book titles in each chapter and in a carefully curated and annotated Treasure Chest. At the end of
each chapter a Think About It--Talk About It--Write About It section invites reflection and
conversation with colleagues. The book is organized around the characteristics of good
writing--focus, content, organization, style, and conventions. Rose and Lynne write in a friendly and
conversational style, employing numerous anecdotes to help teachers visualize the process, and offer
strategies that can be immediately implemented in the classroom. This practical resource
demonstrates the power of learning to read like writers.

come on rain karen hesse: Playing to Learn Carol Seefeldt, 2001 Create meaningful
experiences and engage children in learning through play. Playing to Learn gives you hundreds of
activities to make learning fun through games, small group activities, stories, and more. These
games and activities promote learning every day of the week, every week of the year. Sure to
become a classroom favorite, Playing to Learn has everything you need to create wonderful learning
experiences for young children. 192 pages.Carol Seefeldt is Professor Emeritus at the University of
Maryland. She has written 21 books and over 150 articles for teachers and parents. This is her first
book with Gryphon House.

come on rain karen hesse: Talking, Drawing, Writing Martha Horn, Mary Giacobbe,
2023-10-10 In the early grades, talking and drawing can provide children with a natural pathway to
writing, yet these components are often overlooked. In Talking, Drawing, Writing: Lessons for Our
Youngest Writers , authors Martha Horn and Mary Ellen Giacobbe invite readers to join them in
classrooms where they listen, watch, and talk with children, then use what they learn to create
lessons designed to meet children where they are and lead them into the world of writing. The
authors make a case for a broader definition of writing, advocating for formal storytelling sessions,
in which children tell about what they know, and for focused sketching sessions so that budding
writers learn how to observe more carefully.The book's lessons are organized by topic and include



oral storytelling, drawing, writing words, assessment, introducing booklets, and moving writers
forward. Based on the authors' work in urban kindergarten and first-grade classes, the essence and
structure of many of the lessons lend themselves to adaptation through fifth grade. The lessons
follow a consistent format: What's going on in the classroom? What do children need to learn next?
Materials needed to teach the lesson Language used in each lesson Reasons behind why certain
books are chosen and suggestions for additional children’s books The authors show the thinking
behind their teaching decisions and provide a way to look at and assess children's writing, giving us
much more than a book of lessons; they present a vision of what beginning writing can look and
sound like. Perhaps most powerfully, they give us examples of the language they use with children
that reveal a genuine respect for and trust in children as learners.

come on rain karen hesse: Awakening Brilliance in the Writer's Workshop Lisa Morris,
2013-10-02 Master teacher Lisa Morris invites you to share her secrets of success with writer's
workshops. After years of experimenting with the workshop model, she has developed the most
effective ways to apply it in the classroom, yielding higher test scores and increased student
engagement. Through practical, step-by-step instruction, Morris demonstrates how to use writer's
notebooks, mentor texts, the writing process, and the 6 traits. Specific topics include: setting up the
classroom for workshops creating a writing curriculum creating guidelines, expectations, and
lessons for using notebooks helping students select ideas, brainstorm, and plan assigning writing
partners and organizing sharing getting students to self-reflect creating process and product
portfolios finding resources for publishing holding effective writing conferences The book also offers
an array of invaluable tools, such as student writing samples mini-lessons for each stage of the
writing process lesson plans pacing guides for dividing your time during the workshop sample charts
to help you stay organized suggested classroom guidelines and handouts a list of mentor texts,
organized by what you can use them to teach (e.g., adjectives, alliteration, onomatopoeia,
beginnings, endings, strong verbs, sensory details) quotations on each stage of the writing process
to motivate students
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