
best selling biographies of all time
**The Best Selling Biographies of All Time: Stories That Captivated
Millions**

Best selling biographies of all time have a unique way of drawing readers
into the intimate lives of extraordinary individuals. Whether it’s a world
leader, a cultural icon, or an inspiring figure who overcame immense
challenges, these books offer more than just facts—they provide a window into
human experiences that resonate across generations. If you’re a fan of true
stories and want to explore the most influential biographies ever published,
you’re in for a fascinating journey.

Why Do Biographies Captivate Readers?

Biographies hold a special place in literature because they blend
storytelling with reality. Unlike fiction, they ground us in the truth, yet
they evoke emotions and insights just as powerfully. The best selling
biographies of all time often share certain qualities: they reveal
vulnerability, triumph, and the complexities behind fame or success. People
are naturally curious about how others navigate life’s challenges, which
makes biographies perpetually popular.

Moreover, biographies frequently serve educational purposes. Students,
history buffs, and aspiring leaders turn to these books for inspiration and
lessons from those who have shaped the world. The blend of personal anecdotes
and historical context creates a compelling narrative that appeals to a wide
audience.

Iconic Best Selling Biographies of All Time

Let’s explore some of the most celebrated biographies that have stood the
test of time and continue to influence readers worldwide.

1. "The Diary of a Young Girl" by Anne Frank

No list of best selling biographies would be complete without Anne Frank’s
poignant diary. Written while hiding from the Nazis during World War II,
Anne’s diary offers a deeply personal perspective on the horrors of war and
the resilience of the human spirit. Its raw honesty and youthful optimism
despite adversity have made it one of the most read and translated books
globally.



2. "Long Walk to Freedom" by Nelson Mandela

Nelson Mandela’s autobiography chronicles his incredible journey from
apartheid prisoner to South Africa’s first black president. This biography is
not only a political testament but also a story of forgiveness, courage, and
leadership. Readers gain insight into the sacrifices Mandela made for
justice, making it a powerful and inspirational read.

3. "Steve Jobs" by Walter Isaacson

For those interested in innovation and technology, Walter Isaacson’s
biography of Steve Jobs stands out as a definitive account of one of the most
influential entrepreneurs in modern history. Through interviews with Jobs and
people close to him, the book explores his visionary mind, perfectionism, and
complex personality, revealing the man behind Apple’s revolutionary products.

4. "Becoming" by Michelle Obama

Michelle Obama’s memoir became an instant bestseller due to its candid
portrayal of her life from childhood to the White House. Her story of
empowerment, identity, and public service resonates with a broad demographic,
particularly women and young readers. The book offers valuable life lessons
about resilience, confidence, and breaking barriers.

5. "The Story of My Experiments with Truth" by
Mahatma Gandhi

This autobiography provides profound insights into Gandhi’s philosophy of
nonviolence and his role in India’s struggle for independence. It’s a must-
read for anyone interested in history, politics, and social change. Gandhi’s
reflections on personal growth and ethical living continue to inspire readers
around the world.

What Makes a Biography a Best Seller?

While the subject’s fame plays a significant role, other factors contribute
to a biography’s widespread appeal and commercial success.

Engaging Narrative and Authenticity



A well-written biography reads like a compelling story rather than a dry
account of events. Readers connect deeply when authors include anecdotes,
emotional depth, and candid moments. Authenticity is key; if the story feels
genuine, readers are more likely to recommend it and revisit it.

Relevance and Timing

Biographies often surge in popularity during or following significant events
related to the subject—such as a political milestone, cultural revival, or
posthumous release. For example, “Becoming” saw massive sales partly because
of Michelle Obama’s high profile and the book’s timely release during a
politically charged era.

Cross-Media Exposure

Many best selling biographies have been adapted into films, documentaries, or
television series, boosting their visibility. Walter Isaacson’s “Steve Jobs”
and the film adaptations of Anne Frank’s diary have expanded their reach,
introducing new audiences to the written works.

Tips for Choosing the Right Biography to Read

If you’re new to biographies or looking for your next great read, consider
these pointers to find a biography that truly engages you.

Identify Your Interests: Are you fascinated by politics, science, art,
or social justice? Narrowing your focus helps in selecting a biography
that matches your passions.

Author Credibility: Biographies written by respected historians or
journalists often provide more accurate and well-researched insights.

Check Reviews: Reader reviews can offer a glimpse into the writing style
and how engaging the biography is.

Look for Personal Stories: Biographies that include intimate details and
personal reflections tend to resonate more deeply.



The Enduring Appeal of Life Stories

The best selling biographies of all time remind us that behind every headline
and historical event, there are real people with hopes, fears, and dreams.
These books humanize history and inspire us to reflect on our own lives.
Whether you’re looking for motivation, education, or simply a captivating
story, exploring the lives of remarkable individuals through biographies
continues to be a rewarding experience.

As more voices emerge and diverse stories are told, the landscape of
bestselling biographies keeps evolving. From political leaders to artists,
activists to entrepreneurs, the genre offers endless opportunities to learn
and connect with the human experience. So next time you pick up a biography,
remember you’re not just reading about someone else’s life—you’re embarking
on a journey that can enrich your own.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the best selling biographies of all time?
Some of the best selling biographies of all time include 'The Diary of a
Young Girl' by Anne Frank, 'Long Walk to Freedom' by Nelson Mandela, 'Steve
Jobs' by Walter Isaacson, and 'The Story of My Experiments with Truth' by
Mahatma Gandhi.

Which biography has sold the most copies worldwide?
'The Diary of a Young Girl' by Anne Frank is considered one of the best
selling biographies worldwide, with over 30 million copies sold.

Are there any best selling biographies about
political figures?
Yes, many best selling biographies focus on political figures, such as 'Long
Walk to Freedom' by Nelson Mandela, 'The Autobiography of Malcolm X' by
Malcolm X and Alex Haley, and 'My Life' by Bill Clinton.

Who is the author of the best selling biography
about Steve Jobs?
The best selling biography about Steve Jobs was written by Walter Isaacson.

What makes a biography a best seller?
A biography becomes a bestseller due to factors like the popularity and
impact of the subject, quality of writing, timing of release, and public



interest in the person's life story.

Are autobiographies included in the best selling
biographies list?
Yes, autobiographies are often included in best selling biographies lists
since they are a form of biography written by the subjects themselves.

Can you name a best selling biography about a
musician?
'Life' by Keith Richards, the autobiography of the Rolling Stones guitarist,
is a best selling biography about a musician.

Which best selling biography details the life of a
civil rights leader?
'The Autobiography of Martin Luther King, Jr.' is a best selling biography
detailing the life of the civil rights leader.

Are there any best selling biographies that focus on
female figures?
Yes, biographies such as 'Becoming' by Michelle Obama and 'The Diary of a
Young Girl' by Anne Frank are among the best selling biographies focusing on
female figures.

Additional Resources
Best Selling Biographies of All Time: A Deep Dive into Life Stories That
Captivated the World

best selling biographies of all time have long fascinated readers by offering
intimate glimpses into the lives of remarkable individuals. These narratives
provide more than mere accounts of events; they serve as windows into the
human experience, revealing triumphs, struggles, and the complexities behind
influential personalities. The enduring popularity of these works reflects
society’s hunger for understanding the forces that shape history, culture,
and personal destiny.

Biographies often transcend simple storytelling, combining meticulous
research with compelling prose to create vivid portraits that resonate across
generations. From political leaders and groundbreaking artists to innovators
and cultural icons, the subjects of best selling biographies have left
indelible marks on the world. Their stories invite readers not only to learn
about these figures but also to draw inspiration and insight from their
journeys.



What Makes a Biography a Best Seller?

The success of a biography is rarely accidental. Several factors contribute
to the commercial and critical acclaim of these works, influencing their
status among the best selling biographies of all time. Understanding these
elements helps explain why certain biographies capture widespread attention
while others remain niche.

Compelling Subject Matter

At the heart of every popular biography is a subject whose life story
naturally intrigues readers. Figures who have impacted society
significantly—whether through politics, entertainment, science, or social
movements—tend to attract more interest. For example, the biographies of
political leaders like Winston Churchill or cultural icons such as Steve Jobs
have found extensive audiences due to their relevance and the enduring
influence of their legacies.

Authoritative Research and Writing Style

Best selling biographies combine thorough research with engaging narrative
techniques. Readers expect accurate, well-sourced information, but they also
seek a story that flows smoothly and holds their attention. Authors who
balance factual integrity with literary craftsmanship often produce works
that stand the test of time. Walter Isaacson’s biography of Steve Jobs
exemplifies this blend, offering both detailed insight and a captivating
narrative.

Timing and Cultural Context

The release timing of a biography can dramatically affect its success. Books
published shortly after a subject’s death or during a period of heightened
public interest tend to perform better. For instance, “Becoming” by Michelle
Obama benefited from the former First Lady’s active role in public life and
the cultural conversations around her story.

Exploring the Best Selling Biographies of All
Time

A survey of the best selling biographies of all time reveals a diverse array
of lives and storytelling approaches. Each biography on this list not only



achieved commercial success but also contributed to shaping public
understanding of its subject.

“The Diary of a Young Girl” by Anne Frank

Published posthumously, Anne Frank’s diary offers an intimate portrayal of
life during the Holocaust through the eyes of a young Jewish girl hiding from
Nazi persecution. Its candid and poignant narrative has sold millions of
copies worldwide and remains a crucial historical document. The book’s
enduring appeal lies in its powerful testament to human resilience amidst
unimaginable adversity.

“Long Walk to Freedom” by Nelson Mandela

Nelson Mandela’s autobiography chronicles his journey from anti-apartheid
activist to South Africa’s first black president. The book’s popularity stems
from its firsthand account of struggle, sacrifice, and reconciliation. It
provides readers with a nuanced understanding of one of the 20th century’s
most significant political figures and the broader fight for equality.

“Steve Jobs” by Walter Isaacson

Walter Isaacson’s biography of Steve Jobs stands as a hallmark of
contemporary biographies that combine technological history with personal
insight. Drawing from unprecedented access to Jobs and those closest to him,
the book explores the visionary’s complex personality and revolutionary
impact on the technology industry. Its bestseller status reflects the global
fascination with innovation and entrepreneurship.

“Becoming” by Michelle Obama

Michelle Obama’s memoir quickly rose to become one of the best selling
biographies in recent history, resonating with diverse audiences worldwide.
The narrative offers reflections on identity, family, and public life, framed
by her experiences as First Lady. Its conversational tone and candidness make
it accessible and relatable, contributing to its massive sales figures.

“Alexander Hamilton” by Ron Chernow

Ron Chernow’s meticulously researched biography of Alexander Hamilton
revitalized interest in one of America’s founding fathers. The book’s
popularity surged further with the success of the Broadway musical inspired



by it. Chernow’s work combines historical depth with narrative flair, making
complex political history engaging and relevant.

Key Features and Trends Among Best Selling
Biographies

Analyzing the best selling biographies of all time reveals patterns and
qualities that often accompany commercial success.

Authenticity and Access: Biographies that draw from personal letters,
interviews, and exclusive sources tend to provide richer, more authentic
portraits.

Relatability: Readers gravitate toward stories that reveal universal
themes such as overcoming adversity, ambition, and personal growth.

Cultural Impact: Books that intersect with wider social or political
movements often gain additional traction.

Multimedia Influence: Adaptations into films, documentaries, or stage
productions can boost a biography’s visibility and sales.

Pros and Cons of the Best Selling Biographies

While best selling biographies offer significant benefits in terms of
education and entertainment, they are not without criticism.

Pros:1.

Provide deep insights into influential figures.

Preserve historical and cultural heritage.

Inspire readers by highlighting personal achievements and
struggles.

Cons:2.

Potential bias if the author lacks objectivity.

Occasional sensationalism to boost sales.



May oversimplify complex personalities or events.

The Evolving Landscape of Biographical
Literature

The genre of biography is continually evolving, shaped by changing reader
preferences and technological advances. Digital formats and audiobooks have
expanded accessibility, while social media and online platforms have
increased demand for diverse and underrepresented voices. Contemporary
biographies increasingly explore intersectional identities and global
perspectives, broadening the scope beyond traditional figures.

As public interest in personal narratives endures, the best selling
biographies of all time continue to serve as essential cultural artifacts.
They not only document individual lives but also reflect the values and
questions of their eras, inviting ongoing reflection and dialogue.

Best Selling Biographies Of All Time

  best selling biographies of all time: Every American an Innovator Matthew Wisnioski,
2025-05-13 A landmark cultural history that reveals how the relentless pursuit of innovation has
transformed our society, our institutions, and our inner selves. For half a century, innovation served
as a universal good in an age of fracture. That consensus is cracking. While the imperative to
innovate for a better future continues to fuel systemic change around the world, critics now assail
innovation culture as an engine of inequality or accuse its do-gooders of woke groupthink. What
happened? Drawing on a decade of research, Every American an Innovator by Matthew Wisnioski
investigates how innovation—a once obscure academic term—became ingrained in our institutions,
our education, and our beliefs about ourselves. Wisnioski argues that innovation culture did not
spring from the digital revolution, nor can it be boiled down to heroic entrepreneurs or villainous
capitalists. Instead, he reveals the central role of a new class of experts in spreading toolkits and
mindsets from the cornfields of 1940s Iowa to Silicon Valley tech giants today. This group of
engineers, philosophers, bureaucrats, and business leaders posited that “innovators” were society’s
most important change agents and remade the nation in their image. The innovation culture they
built transcended partisan divisions and made strange bedfellows. Wisnioski shows how Kennedy-era
policymakers inspired President Nixon’s dream of a Nobel Prize for innovators, how anti-military
professors built the first university incubators for entrepreneurs, how radical feminists became
millionaire consultants, how demands for a rust belt manufacturing renaissance inspired theories of
a global creative class, how programs that encouraged girls and minority children to pursue
innovative lives changed the nature of childhood play, and why the innovation consensus is now in
dispute.
  best selling biographies of all time: The Shakespearean World Jill L Levenson, Robert
Ormsby, 2017-03-27 The Shakespearean World takes a global view of Shakespeare and his works,
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especially their afterlives. Constantly changing, the Shakespeare central to this volume has acquired
an array of meanings over the past four centuries. Shakespeare signifies the historical person, as
well as the plays and verse attributed to him. It also signifies the attitudes towards both author and
works determined by their receptions. Throughout the book, specialists aim to situate Shakespeare’s
world and what the world is because of him. In adopting a global perspective, the volume arranges
thirty-six chapters in five parts: Shakespeare on stage internationally since the late seventeenth
century; Shakespeare on film throughout the world; Shakespeare in the arts beyond drama and
performance; Shakespeare in everyday life; Shakespeare and critical practice. Through its coverage,
The Shakespearean World offers a comprehensive transhistorical and international view of the ways
this Shakespeare has not only influenced but has also been influenced by diverse cultures during
400 years of performance, adaptation, criticism, and citation. While each chapter is a freshly
conceived introduction to a significant topic, all of the chapters move beyond the level of survey,
suggesting new directions in Shakespeare studies – such as ecology, tourism, and new media – and
making substantial contributions to the field. This volume is an essential resource for all those
studying Shakespeare, from beginners to advanced specialists.
  best selling biographies of all time: Inspiring Thoughts of Bestselling Writers of All
Time : Top Inspiring Thoughts of William Shakespeare/Top Inspiring Thoughts of Khalil
Gibran/Top Inspiring Thoughts of Virginia Woolf M.D. Sharma, 2022-08-24 Inspiring Thoughts
of Bestselling Writers of All Time: This book presents a collection of inspiring thoughts and quotes
from some of the most acclaimed writers in history. It includes Top Inspiring Thoughts of William
Shakespeare, Top Inspiring Thoughts of Khalil Gibran, and Top Inspiring Thoughts of Virginia Woolf.
These quotes likely encapsulate the wisdom, creativity, and profound insights of these literary giants
who have left an indelible mark on the world of literature. Key Aspects of the Book Top Inspiring
Thoughts of William Shakespeare: Literary Genius: This book may feature inspiring thoughts and
quotes from William Shakespeare, the iconic playwright and poet, showcasing his literary brilliance
and mastery of language. Themes of Love and Human Nature: The book likely includes
Shakespeare's profound reflections on themes of love, human nature, and the complexities of the
human experience. Timeless Wisdom: Readers can expect to find quotes that have stood the test of
time and continue to resonate with readers across generations. Key Aspects of the Book Top
Inspiring Thoughts of Khalil Gibran: Spiritual and Philosophical Insights: This book may showcase
inspiring thoughts and reflections from Khalil Gibran, the renowned Lebanese-American poet and
philosopher, on spirituality, love, and life's deeper meaning. The Prophet: The book likely includes
quotes from Gibran's iconic work The Prophet, which has inspired countless readers with its
profound insights and poetic wisdom. Universal Themes: Readers can expect to find quotes that
explore universal themes of human existence and offer guidance on how to lead a meaningful and
fulfilling life. Key Aspects of the Book Top Inspiring Thoughts of Virginia Woolf: Modernist
Literature: This book may feature inspiring thoughts and ideas from Virginia Woolf, the influential
modernist writer, on the art of writing and her unique narrative style. Feminist Perspectives: The
book likely includes Woolf's thoughts on gender equality and her contributions to feminist literature.
Inner Thoughts and Emotions: Readers can expect to find quotes that delve into the depths of human
consciousness and the complexities of the human mind and emotions. The author, M. D. Sharma,
appears to have compiled the inspiring thoughts of these bestselling writers to provide readers with
a glimpse into their literary genius, profound insights, and enduring impact on literature and
culture.
  best selling biographies of all time: The Booklover’s Guide to New Orleans Susan Larson,
2013-09-05 The literary tradition of New Orleans spans centuries and touches every genre; its living
heritage winds through storied neighborhoods and is celebrated at numerous festivals across the
city. For booklovers, a visit to the Big Easy isn't complete without whiling away the hours in an
antiquarian bookstore in the French Quarter or stepping out on a literary walking tour. Perhaps only
among the oak-lined avenues, Creole town houses, and famed hotels of New Orleans can the lust of
A Streetcar Named Desire, the zaniness of A Confederacy of Dunces, the chill of Interview with the



Vampire, and the heartbreak of Walker Percy's Moviegoer begin to resonate. Susan Larson's revised
and updated edition of The Booklover's Guide to New Orleans not only explores the legacy of
Tennessee Williams and William Faulkner, but also visits the haunts of celebrated writers of today,
including Anne Rice and James Lee Burke. This definitive guide provides a key to the books, authors,
festivals, stores, and famed addresses that make the Crescent City a literary destination.
  best selling biographies of all time: Marie Curie Kathleen Krull, 2009 Traces the life and
work of the Polish-born scientist whose study of radioactivity lead to her receiving two Nobel Prizes.
  best selling biographies of all time: Palgrave Advances in Oscar Wilde Studies Frederick
S. Roden, 2004-09-30 Palgrave Advances in Oscar Wilde Studies is a comprehensive guide to recent
critical approaches. Topics covered include Gay Studies, Feminist Criticism, Material Culture,
Religion, Philosophy, Performance Studies, Aestheticism, Biography, Textual Studies and
Postcolonial Theory. The book is designed to acquaint readers of all levels with the history of
scholarship in a range of fields and suggest ways that Wilde's work offer new areas for research. The
collection also provides a Chronology and detailed bibliography.
  best selling biographies of all time: The Billboard Book of Top 40 Country Hits Joel
Whitburn, 2006 All the information since the earliest Billboard charts were originally compiled in
1942 is gathered into this one essential reference on country music that has been updated and
expanded to capture today's top recording artists and their biggest songs. Original.
  best selling biographies of all time: Scandal! Colin Wilson, Damon Wilson, 2011-05-31 What
makes a good scandal? Money, politics and power, and a huge dose of media interest. Scandal reigns
in the world of politics, celebrity, business, religion, royalty and art, and this book covers it all - from
Watergate to Michael Jackson, Diana to Oscar Wilde. Distinguished writer Colin Wilson delves into
the murky intrigues of British and American life to bring the most scandalous secrets to light.
Containing brand new chapters on Michael Jackson, ENRON, the death of David Kelly, the Catholic
Church sex scandals and the cash-for-honours scandal, and an updated chapter on OJ Simpson, here
are the embarrassing true stories the rich and famous tried but failed to hide.
  best selling biographies of all time: Marie Curie and Her Daughters Shelley Emling,
2012-08-21 Based on Marie Curie's letters, interviews with her granddaughter, Hélène
Langevin-Joliot, and family photographs, the author describes the lives and accomplishments of
Marie Curie (1867-1934) and her daughters Irene and Eve, starting her description in 1911.
  best selling biographies of all time: Encyclopedia of Great Popular Song Recordings Steve
Sullivan, 2013-10-04 From John Philip Sousa to Green Day, from Scott Joplin to Kanye West, from
Stephen Foster to Coldplay, The Encyclopedia of Great Popular Song Recordings, Volumes 1 and 2
covers the vast scope of its subject with virtually unprecedented breadth and depth. Approximately
1,000 key song recordings from 1889 to the present are explored in full, unveiling the stories behind
the songs, the recordings, the performers, and the songwriters. Beginning the journey in the era of
Victorian parlor balladry, brass bands, and ragtime with the advent of the record industry, readers
witness the birth of the blues and the dawn of jazz in the 1910s and the emergence of country music
on record and the shift from acoustic to electrical recording in the 1920s. The odyssey continues
through the Swing Era of the 1930s; rhythm & blues, bluegrass, and bebop in the 1940s; the rock &
roll revolution of the 1950s; modern soul, the British invasion, and the folk-rock movement of the
1960s; and finally into the modern era through the musical streams of disco, punk, grunge, hip-hop,
and contemporary dance-pop. Sullivan, however, also takes critical detours by extending the
coverage to genres neglected in pop music histories, from ethnic and world music, the gospel
recording of both black and white artists, and lesser-known traditional folk tunes that reach back
hundreds of years. This book is ideal for anyone who truly loves popular music in all of its glorious
variety, and anyone wishing to learn more about the roots of virtually all the music we hear today.
Popular music fans, as well as scholars of recording history and technology and students of the
intersections between music and cultural history will all find this book to be informative and
interesting.
  best selling biographies of all time: Cliff Stafford Hildred, Tim Ewbank, 2010-04-13 Fifty



years ago he was just the boy Harry Webb, performing in a local youth club. Now he is Sir Cliff
Richard, the first rock star to be knighted, with a massive international fan base and a top ten hit in
each of the last six decades. Yet, despite his huge public persona, the man himself remains a
reserved and private figure. Unflinching in its portrayal of the man behind the musical icon, this
revealing biography marks fifty years of music from the first British pop star. His fellow musicians,
co-stars, directors and Cliff himself talk candidly about his musical ascendance, the women in his
life, his religious beliefs and his lasting regret that he has never broken America.
  best selling biographies of all time: Reluctant Saint Donald Spoto, 2003-09-30 Acclaimed
biographer Donald Spoto strips away the legends from the life of Francis of Assisi to reveal the true
story of a man who has too often been obscured by pious iconography. Drawing on unprecedented
access to unexplored archives, plus Francis's own letters, Spoto places Francis within the context of
the multifaceted ecclesiastical, political, and social forces of medieval Italy, casting new light on
Francis and showing how his emphasis on charity as the heart of the Gospel's message helped him
pioneer a new social movement. This nuanced portrait reveals the multifaceted character of a man
who can genuinely be said to have changed the course of history.
  best selling biographies of all time: Urban Shocker Steve Steinberg, 2017 2018 SABR
Baseball Research Award Winner Baseball in the 1920s is most known for Babe Ruth and the New
York Yankees, but there was another great Yankee player in that era whose compelling story
remains untold. Urban Shocker was a fiercely competitive and colorful pitcher, a spitballer who had
many famous battles with Babe Ruth before returning to the Yankees. Shocker was traded away to
the St. Louis Browns in 1918 by Yankees manager Miller Huggins, a trade Huggins always
regretted. In 1925, after four straight seasons with at least twenty wins with the hapless Browns,
Shocker became the only player Huggins brought back to the Yankees. He finally reached the World
Series, with the 1926 Yankees. In the Yankees' storied 1927 season, widely viewed to be the best in
MLB history, Shocker pitched with guts and guile, finishing with a record of 18‑6 even while his
fastball and physical skills were deserting him. Hardly anyone knew that Shocker was suffering from
an incurable heart disease that left him able to sleep only while sitting up and which would take his
life in less than a year. With his physical skills diminishing, he continued to win games through
craftiness and well-placed pitches. Delving into Shocker's baseball career, his love of the game, and
his battle with heart disease, Steve Steinberg shows the dominant and courageous force that he was.
  best selling biographies of all time: Encyclopedia of Historians and Historical Writing Kelly
Boyd, 2019-10-09 The Encyclopedia of Historians and Historical Writing contains over 800 entries
ranging from Lord Acton and Anna Comnena to Howard Zinn and from Herodotus to Simon Schama.
Over 300 contributors from around the world have composed critical assessments of historians from
the beginning of historical writing to the present day, including individuals from related disciplines
like Jürgen Habermas and Clifford Geertz, whose theoretical contributions have informed historical
debate. Additionally, the Encyclopedia includes some 200 essays treating the development of
national, regional and topical historiographies, from the Ancient Near East to the history of
sexuality. In addition to the Western tradition, it includes substantial assessments of African, Asian,
and Latin American historians and debates on gender and subaltern studies.
  best selling biographies of all time: Lincoln, Inc. Jackie Hogan, 2011-10-16 From
Lincoln-themed cocktails and waffle-parlors to high-tech museums and steamy romance novels, the
image of Abraham Lincoln so permeates the national imagination that we now find him in the
unlikeliest of places. In Lincoln, Inc., Jackie Hogan examines the uses (and abuses) of the sixteenth
president in the United States today. The book takes readers on a journey through the little white
lies of Lincoln tourism, and offers a front-row seat as the martyr president is invoked in heated
political debates over such issues as homosexuality, abortion, and the “war on terror.” Readers enter
classrooms that use an idealized Honest Abe to “Lincolnize” American schoolchildren. And readers
step into the alternate universe of Lincoln fiction that transforms the Rail Splitter, by turns, into a
hapless time-traveler, a sentimental cyborg, an axe-wielding zombie slayer, or a frontier heart-throb.
But Lincoln, Inc. is more than a tour through the thriving “Lincoln industry” today. Whether in staid



biographies, blockbuster films, school pageants, or sleeping pill advertisements, Hogan shows how
the use of the Lincoln image reveals the nation’s shared fears and fascinations. The book analyzes
the ways we employ Lincoln today in our political, ideological, personal, and national struggles; the
ways we simultaneously deify and commercially exploit him; the ways he is packaged and sold in the
marketplace of American ideas. In learning about “Lincoln, Inc.,” we learn about ourselves, about
who we think we are, and who we wish we could be.
  best selling biographies of all time: Encyclopedia of Film Themes, Settings and Series
Richard B. Armstrong, Mary Willems Armstrong, 2015-07-11 The first editon was called the most
valuable film reference in several years by Library Journal. The new edition published in hardcover
in 2001 includes more than 670 entries. The current work is a paperback reprint of that edition.
Each entry contains a mini-essay that defines the topic, followed by a chronological list of
representative films. From the Abominable Snowman to Zorro, this encyclopedia provides film
scholars and fans with an easy-to-use reference for researching film themes or tracking down
obscure movies on subjects such as suspended animation, viral epidemics, robots, submarines,
reincarnation, ventriloquists and the Olympics (Excellent said Cult Movies). The volume also
contains an extensive list of film characters and series, including B-movie detectives, Western
heroes, made-for-television film series, and foreign film heroes and villains.
  best selling biographies of all time: Can I Know What to Believe? Cook Communications
Ministries, 2004-03 Your youth group is like no other-so a cookie-cutter curriculum just won't do.
With a single book you have the basics for 15 complete sessions-and you can put it all together in a
way that works for you. Each topic has been developed by ministry experts to be teen-relevant and
spiritually enriching. Each five-session book also includes a 14-point plan for customizing your
program, a selection of ice breakers, thought provokers, reproducible handouts, and an encouraging
how-to article from well-known youth ministry experts! Can I Know What to Believe? Beliefs to
Beware Of--Strategic Answers about Cults ( Understand doctrines of Mormons, Jehovah's Witnesses,
Christian Science, Scientology, and Unification Church and how they differ from biblical
Christianity. Contrast the Bible with the New Age Movement, witchcraft and more. Prepare teens to
stand firm in their faith.) They're Not Like Us--What Different Churches Believe (Answer questions
concerning what other churches believe. Explores differences between Protestants and Catholics
and an overview of various mainline denominations. Discover the common heritage of the universal
church.) Your Bible's Alive--How to Get Friendly with God's Book (Brings teens face-to-face with
God's Word. Clear up misconceptions about Scripture and show how various Bible characters and
incidents are related, gives practical tips for understanding the Bible.) Features: 400+ options for
full customization 15 sessions with reproducible resources
  best selling biographies of all time: The Facts on File Physics Handbook Diagram Group,
2006 Presents a physics overview that contains a glossary, brief biographies, a chronology of
important events in physics, and a compendium of formulas.
  best selling biographies of all time: Whole Lotta Led Zeppelin Jon Bream, 2010-09-17 Now
available in paperback, this all-star tribute to one of the biggest rock 'n' roll bands ever features
glorious concert and behind-the-scenes photography from their first 1968 show as Led Zeppelin
through the 2007 reunion.
  best selling biographies of all time: Research Guide to American Literature Benjamín
Franklin, 2010 Presents American literature from the beginnings to the Revolutionary War,
including essays, narratives and more.
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