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Bart Ehrman Did Jesus Exist? Exploring the Historical Evidence and Scholarly Views

bart ehrman did jesus exist is a question that has intrigued many people interested in
history, theology, and religious studies. Bart Ehrman, a renowned New Testament scholar
and historian, has extensively addressed the question of Jesus’ historicity in his works. But
what exactly does Ehrman say about whether Jesus existed as a historical figure? In this
article, we’ll delve into Ehrman’s perspective on the existence of Jesus, explore the
evidence he presents, and understand how his views fit within the wider academic
conversation about the origins of Christianity.

Who is Bart Ehrman?

Before diving into the question of Jesus’ existence, it helps to know who Bart Ehrman is and
why his opinions carry weight in this discussion. Ehrman is a professor of religious studies
at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and is widely regarded as one of the
leading scholars on early Christianity and the New Testament. His expertise lies in the
textual criticism of the Bible, the historical context of early Christian writings, and the
development of Christian doctrine.

Over the years, Ehrman has written numerous books aimed at both scholarly and general
audiences, including titles such as "Did Jesus Exist?", "Misquoting Jesus," and "Jesus Before
the Gospels." His work is characterized by rigorous historical analysis combined with a
clear-eyed approach to religious texts, making him a key voice in debates about the
historical Jesus.

Bart Ehrman’s Position on Jesus’ Existence

When people ask, “Bart Ehrman did Jesus exist?” the straightforward answer is yes. Ehrman
is firmly convinced that Jesus of Nazareth was a real historical person who lived in first-
century Palestine. In his book "Did Jesus Exist?: The Historical Argument for Jesus of
Nazareth," Ehrman lays out the reasons why he rejects the idea that Jesus was a myth or
purely fictional figure.

Why Ehrman Rejects the Jesus Myth Theory

The Jesus myth theory argues that the story of Jesus was entirely fabricated by early
Christians or later religious groups. Ehrman, however, finds this position untenable for
several reasons:

Multiple Independent Sources: Ehrman points out that there are multiple



independent accounts of Jesus from early Christian writings, non-Christian historians
such as Josephus and Tacitus, and other sources. This diversity of attestations makes
it unlikely that Jesus was purely mythical.

Contextual Plausibility: The details about Jesus’ life, teachings, and crucifixion fit
within the historical and social context of first-century Judea under Roman rule.

Embarrassing Details: Ehrman notes that certain narratives, like Jesus’
crucifixion—a shameful death in Roman times—would not have been invented by
early Christians if they were fabricating a hero figure.

Early Christian Testimonies: Paul’s letters, which are some of the earliest Christian
documents, reference Jesus as a real person who was recently crucified.

Ehrman emphasizes that while we may disagree on the theological interpretations or the
supernatural claims surrounding Jesus, the historical figure himself is well-attested in
ancient sources.

Examining the Historical Evidence through
Ehrman’s Lens

Bart Ehrman’s approach is firmly rooted in historical-critical methodology. This means he
examines ancient texts with the same tools historians use to study any other historical
figure. Let’s take a closer look at some types of evidence Ehrman discusses in relation to
Jesus’ existence.

Non-Christian Historical Sources

One of the pillars in Ehrman’s argument is the testimony of non-Christian historians who
mention Jesus. Josephus, a Jewish historian writing in the late first century, references Jesus
twice in his work "Antiquities of the Jews." Although there is debate over later Christian
interpolations in these passages, Ehrman argues that the core references to Jesus are
authentic.

Similarly, the Roman historian Tacitus mentions Jesus in his "Annals," describing how
Emperor Nero blamed Christians for the Great Fire of Rome and noting that Christ was
executed under Pontius Pilate. These external attestations provide extra-biblical
confirmation of Jesus’ existence, strengthening Ehrman’s case.

Pauline Epistles and Early Christian Writings

Paul’s letters are some of the earliest Christian texts, written within a few decades of Jesus’
lifetime. Ehrman highlights that Paul treats Jesus as a historical figure who was crucified,



died, and was believed to have risen from the dead. Importantly, Paul does not question
Jesus’ existence but focuses on his theological significance.

Additionally, the four canonical Gospels—though written later and containing theological
elaborations—also contribute to the historical portrait of Jesus. Ehrman encourages readers
to distinguish between the theological messages and the underlying historical facts.

How Ehrman’s Views Compare with Other
Scholars

Bart Ehrman’s firm stance that Jesus existed is shared by the vast majority of historians and
biblical scholars. While there are fringe groups and a small number of mythicists who argue
Jesus never existed, Ehrman’s critical examination of evidence places him firmly against
that view.

The Consensus Among Historians

Most scholars agree that Jesus was a Jewish preacher who lived in Galilee and Judea,
preached about the Kingdom of God, and was crucified by the Romans. Ehrman’s work
helps clarify why this consensus exists by carefully explaining the historical evidence
without theological bias.

Distinguishing the Historical Jesus from the Christ of
Faith

Ehrman also points out that while historians can establish that Jesus existed, questions
about his divinity, miracles, or resurrection belong to the realm of faith and theology rather
than historical certainty. This distinction is crucial for understanding the limits of historical
inquiry.

Why the Question “Bart Ehrman Did Jesus Exist”
Matters

Understanding Ehrman’s position is important not only for academic reasons but also for
anyone curious about the foundations of Christianity or the historical roots of religious
beliefs. The question of Jesus’ existence touches on broader themes such as:

The reliability of ancient historical sources

How myths and history interact in religious traditions



The difference between historical facts and theological claims

The role of scholarship in interpreting religious texts

Ehrman’s work encourages readers to think critically and carefully about what evidence
supports historical claims, fostering a deeper appreciation for the complexities involved in
studying ancient history.

Insights from Ehrman’s Approach for Modern
Readers

For those interested in exploring the question of Jesus’ existence, Ehrman offers a model for
how to engage with historical questions thoughtfully. Here are some tips inspired by his
approach:

Evaluate Sources Critically: Understand the origins, authorship, and context of1.
historical texts before drawing conclusions.

Separate Historical Facts from Beliefs: Recognize the difference between what2.
can be historically verified and what is a matter of faith.

Consider Multiple Perspectives: Look at both Christian and non-Christian sources3.
to get a fuller picture.

Be Open to Uncertainty: Accept that some details about Jesus’ life may remain4.
uncertain or debated.

By following these principles, readers can navigate the complex field of historical Jesus
studies with greater clarity and confidence.

---

In sum, the question "Bart Ehrman did Jesus exist?" leads to a rich exploration of history,
text, and faith. Ehrman’s scholarship provides strong evidence that Jesus was indeed a real
person who lived in the first century. While debates about his identity and significance
continue, Ehrman’s work helps ground those discussions in solid historical inquiry, making it
an invaluable resource for anyone curious about the true story behind one of history’s most
influential figures.

Frequently Asked Questions



Who is Bart Ehrman and what is his position on the
existence of Jesus?
Bart Ehrman is a New Testament scholar and historian of early Christianity. He argues that
Jesus of Nazareth was a historical figure who did exist, based on historical evidence and
textual analysis.

What evidence does Bart Ehrman present to support
the existence of Jesus?
Ehrman points to multiple independent sources from the first and early second centuries,
including Christian texts and non-Christian references like those of Tacitus and Josephus, to
support the historical existence of Jesus.

Does Bart Ehrman believe Jesus was divine or just a
historical figure?
While Ehrman acknowledges Jesus as a historical figure, he argues that the divine aspects
attributed to Jesus are theological interpretations developed later, not historical facts.

How does Bart Ehrman address the mythicist theory
that Jesus did not exist?
Ehrman critiques the mythicist theory by emphasizing the strong historical consensus and
the existence of multiple independent attestations of Jesus, which make the claim that
Jesus never existed highly unlikely.

What role do the Gospels play in Bart Ehrman’s
argument about Jesus’ existence?
Ehrman considers the Gospels as important historical documents that, despite theological
embellishments, contain valuable information about Jesus as a person who lived in first-
century Palestine.

Has Bart Ehrman written any books specifically
addressing whether Jesus existed?
Yes, Bart Ehrman has addressed the historicity of Jesus in several of his books, including
"Did Jesus Exist? The Historical Argument for Jesus of Nazareth," where he systematically
defends the position that Jesus was a real historical figure.

What is Bart Ehrman’s view on the reliability of New
Testament texts regarding Jesus?
Ehrman acknowledges that while the New Testament texts contain theological motives and
some inconsistencies, they are still valuable historical sources that provide evidence for



Jesus’ existence.

How do Bart Ehrman’s views differ from traditional
Christian beliefs about Jesus?
Ehrman accepts Jesus as a historical figure but is skeptical of supernatural claims like the
resurrection, which differ from traditional Christian doctrines that affirm Jesus’ divinity and
resurrection as historical events.

What impact has Bart Ehrman’s work had on the debate
about Jesus’ existence?
Ehrman’s work has reinforced the scholarly consensus that Jesus existed historically and
has provided accessible arguments against the mythicist position, influencing both
academic and public discussions.

Can Bart Ehrman’s arguments about Jesus’ existence be
challenged?
While Ehrman’s arguments are widely accepted among historians, some critics from
religious or mythicist perspectives challenge his conclusions, but his evidence-based
approach remains a strong defense for Jesus’ historicity.

Additional Resources
**Bart Ehrman Did Jesus Exist: A Scholarly Examination of Historical Evidence**

bart ehrman did jesus exist is a question that has sparked rigorous debate among
historians, theologians, and scholars of religious studies. Bart Ehrman, a renowned
American New Testament scholar and historian, has contributed extensively to the
discourse surrounding the historical existence of Jesus of Nazareth. His works provide a
nuanced perspective that navigates between faith-based assumptions and critical analysis,
making his views essential for anyone investigating the historical Jesus. This article
explores Ehrman’s position, the evidence he examines, and the broader context of the
scholarly debate on Jesus’ existence.

Bart Ehrman’s Credentials and Approach to the
Historical Jesus

Bart Ehrman is a professor of religious studies at the University of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill and a prolific author specializing in early Christianity and the New Testament. His
academic background includes rigorous training in textual criticism, ancient manuscripts,
and the historical context of Jesus’ life and the early Christian movement. Ehrman’s
approach is characterized by meticulous examination of primary sources, critical inquiry,
and a commitment to historical methodology.



Unlike some apologists or purely theological interpreters, Ehrman adopts a critical stance
that neither assumes Jesus’ divinity nor dismisses his existence. Instead, his scholarship
focuses on what can be reasonably established through historical evidence and textual
analysis. This balanced lens is crucial in addressing the question: did Jesus exist as a
historical figure?

Understanding the Question: Did Jesus Exist?

The question “Did Jesus exist?” might seem straightforward but is actually layered with
complexities. It involves parsing out myth, legend, religious belief, and historical fact. In the
academic world, this inquiry hinges on evaluating ancient sources, including canonical
gospels, non-canonical texts, and references from Roman historians and Jewish writers.

Bart Ehrman did Jesus exist? His answer is affirmative, based on his assessment of
historical data. Ehrman argues that virtually all scholars of antiquity—regardless of their
religious beliefs—agree that Jesus was a real person who lived in first-century Palestine.
This consensus is rooted in critical examination of the available evidence.

The Evidence Bart Ehrman Highlights

Ehrman points to several key pieces of evidence that support the historicity of Jesus:

Canonical Gospels as Historical Sources: While Ehrman acknowledges the
theological nature of the Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John), he emphasizes
that these texts nonetheless contain historical kernels. They provide coherent
narratives situated in a recognizable historical and cultural milieu.

Pauline Epistles: The letters of Paul, written within a few decades of Jesus’ supposed
lifetime, reference Jesus as a real person who was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
These letters are among the earliest Christian documents and serve as critical
evidence.

Non-Christian Sources: Ehrman references external attestations such as the
writings of the Jewish historian Josephus and the Roman historian Tacitus. Though
these sources are not without controversy—especially Josephus’s passages—their
independent mention of Jesus lends weight to his existence.

These sources, when critically examined, form a triangulated foundation that goes beyond
mere myth or legend, affirming Jesus as a historical figure.

Bart Ehrman’s View on Mythicism



The mythicist theory claims that Jesus never existed and that the story of Jesus is purely a
mythological construct. Ehrman is notably critical of this perspective. He argues that the
mythicist position lacks credible historical support and fails to account for the early and
widespread references to Jesus apart from Christian scripture.

In his writings, Ehrman points out that the mythicist argument often disregards the
historical context and the diversity of early Christian sources. He stresses that the
existence of Jesus is much more plausible than the alternative, given the convergence of
independent attestations.

Comparing Ehrman’s Position to Other Scholars

Bart Ehrman’s consensus aligns with the majority of professional historians and biblical
scholars. For instance:

John P. Meier: In his multi-volume work "A Marginal Jew," Meier also argues for the
historical reality of Jesus based on critical analysis.

E. P. Sanders: A prominent New Testament scholar who concurs that Jesus existed
and provides a historical portrait of him as a Jewish preacher.

Albert Schweitzer: The early 20th-century theologian who emphasized the need to
distinguish the historical Jesus from theological interpretations.

Ehrman’s contribution lies in his ability to communicate these scholarly conclusions to a
broader audience while maintaining academic rigor.

The Role of Textual Criticism in Ehrman’s Analysis

One of Ehrman’s specialties is textual criticism—the study of ancient manuscripts to
determine the most authentic text. His expertise in this field shapes his analysis of the New
Testament documents. Ehrman demonstrates how textual variants and historical context
influence our understanding of Jesus and the early Christian movement.

By analyzing manuscript evidence, Ehrman sheds light on how early Christian beliefs
evolved and how accounts of Jesus’ life were recorded and transmitted. This approach helps
separate historical facts from later theological embellishments, which is essential when
addressing the question of Jesus’ existence.

The Impact of Ehrman’s Work on Public and



Academic Discourse

Bart Ehrman’s books, such as "Did Jesus Exist?" and "Jesus: Apocalyptic Prophet of the New
Millennium," have sparked widespread interest and debate. His clear articulation of the
historical evidence encourages readers to critically engage with the topic beyond faith-
based assertions or outright skepticism.

Ehrman’s work has both supporters and critics. Some religious scholars challenge his
critical stance as undermining faith, while secular critics occasionally dispute his
interpretations of evidence. Nonetheless, his scholarship has significantly shaped
contemporary understanding of the historical Jesus.

Why Ehrman’s Position Matters in Modern Scholarship

The question of Jesus’ existence is not just academic—it has implications for theology,
history, and culture. Ehrman’s evidence-based approach:

Encourages informed dialogue between believers and skeptics.

Enriches historical understanding of early Christianity’s origins.

Challenges simplistic narratives by presenting a complex, nuanced picture of Jesus as
a historical figure.

This approach fosters a more sophisticated conversation about the origins of Christianity
and the role of Jesus in history.

Exploring the Limitations and Challenges

While Ehrman affirms Jesus’ existence, he also acknowledges the limitations of historical
inquiry. The scarcity of contemporary sources, potential biases in ancient texts, and the
passage of time make reconstructing Jesus’ life challenging. Ehrman cautions against
uncritical acceptance of gospel narratives or dismissing all historical data as myth.

This balanced perspective underscores the difficulty historians face: separating fact from
religious tradition and cultural myth while relying on fragmentary evidence.

---

Bart Ehrman’s scholarship offers a compelling and evidence-driven affirmation that Jesus of
Nazareth was a historical figure. Through critical examination of textual sources and
historical context, Ehrman dismantles mythicist claims and situates Jesus firmly within first-
century Palestine. His work continues to influence both academic and public understanding



of one of history’s most significant figures, inviting ongoing inquiry into the life and legacy
of Jesus.

Bart Ehrman Did Jesus Exist

  bart ehrman did jesus exist: Did Jesus Exist? Bart D. Ehrman, 2012-03-20 In Did Jesus Exist?
historian and Bible expert Bart Ehrman confronts the question, Did Jesus exist at all? Ehrman
vigorously defends the historical Jesus, identifies the most historically reliable sources for best
understanding Jesus’ mission and message, and offers a compelling portrait of the person at the
heart of the Christian tradition. Known as a master explainer with deep knowledge of the field, Bart
Ehrman methodically demolishes both the scholarly and popular “mythicist” arguments against the
existence of Jesus. Marshaling evidence from within the Bible and the wider historical record of the
ancient world, Ehrman tackles the key issues that surround the mythologies associated with Jesus
and the early Christian movement. In Did Jesus Exist?: The Historical Argument for Jesus of
Nazareth, Ehrman establishes the criterion for any genuine historical investigation and provides a
robust defense of the methods required to discover the Jesus of history.
  bart ehrman did jesus exist: Bart Ehrman and the Quest of the Historical Jesus of
Nazareth Frank R. Zindler, Robert M. Price, 2013
  bart ehrman did jesus exist: JESUS DOES EXIST! The Historical Argument for Jesus of
Nazareth THD. LANTZ, 2025-02-15 In 2012 Bart Ehrman released another New York Times Best
Seller, DID JESUS EXIST? Ehrman argues for the existence of a man named Jesus, a Jewish
apocalyptic prophet who thought he was the Messiah and died a criminal's death under Roman Law.
It was a landmark book that pushed the argument that Jesus certainly existed. However, the book
has many scholarly but toxic opinions regarding the reliability of the Gospels, who Jesus was, and his
end-time predictions that scholars like Ehrman and Schweitzer believe Jesus was wrong about, and
therefore not the prophesied Son of God. This book, JESUS DOES EXIST, seeks to extract the meat
(good truth), and expose the deadly bones of toxic unbelief that have gripped Ehrman's life and
academic career. In JESUS DOES EXIST you will find out what other scholars say about the Gospels
of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. In Parts 1-2 the author will dig out the good stuff but expose and
respond to the false ideology that has earmarked liberal scholarship since the early 1800s. In Part
Three the author will present a case for the resurrection of Jesus Christ, and introduce the reader to
several conservative scholars who argue that Jesus as presented in Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John,
is an accurate portrayal of Jesus that is preached in the pulpits throughout the world that is not just
the Christ of faith, but, the real biblical Jesus that the apostles and Paul encountered in
post-resurrection appearances. Jesus was not just a historical personage, he rose from the dead by
resurrection and ascended to heaven as King of heaven and earth.
  bart ehrman did jesus exist: Questioning the Historicity of Jesus Raphael Lataster, 2019-07-01
This volume moves beyond the mainstream scholarly scepticism over the Christ of Faith and
considers if there is sufficient evidence to establish the existence of the more mundane Historical
Jesus. Using the logical tools of the analytic philosopher, Lataster finds that the relevant sources are
unreliable as historical documents, and that the key method of those purporting that the Historical
Jesus existed is to appeal to sources that do not exist. Considering an ancient hypothesis suggesting
that Jesus began as a celestial messiah that certain Second Temple Jews already believed in, and
was later allegorised in the Gospels, Lataster discovers that it is more reasonable to at least be
agnostic over Jesus’ historicity.
  bart ehrman did jesus exist: Did Jesus Really Say He Was God? Mikel Del Rosario,
2025-10-23 How to Make Sense of Jesus' Divine Claims Do you ever wonder if Jesus really claimed to
be God? Maybe you've heard people say, “Jesus never said he was God,” or you've been asked, “Why
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believe Jesus is divine if he never claimed it?” These challenges aren’t just from non-Christians—they
show up in church, too. Even if you’re not coming from a place of skepticism, you might still question
how well church teachings about Jesus match up with what he actually said. So, did the historical
Jesus really claim to be divine? This book is here to give you confidence in the historicity of Jesus’
claim to divinity. It’s designed to help you explain your faith in a world that increasingly doubts the
Bible’s portrayal of Jesus. Instead of focusing on what Jesus’ followers believed, this book takes a
different approach—it looks at what Jesus’ enemies thought. How did they interpret his words and
actions? Their perspective can help you understand the historical validity of Jesus’ divine claim. In
this book, biblical scholar Mikel Del Rosario uses historiography to examine claims about Jesus'
divinity, analyzes ancient Greco-Roman, Jewish, and biblical sources to understand how Jesus' words
and actions were interpreted by his adversaries and followers, and argues that Jesus claimed divine
authority, a claim supported by strong historical evidence. If you’re a Christian, this book will equip
you to defend your faith against theories that suggest Jesus only claimed human authority, not
divine. If you’re someone who sees Christianity differently, this book offers a serious investigation
into the claims of the historical Jesus, providing evidence that any theory of his identity must
address. Whether you’re searching for answers to your own questions or trying to share about Jesus
with others, this book will help you communicate Jesus’ divine claim with clarity and confidence.
  bart ehrman did jesus exist: The Actual Jesus Tina Pippin, 2025-07-29 This book moves
away from the traditional historical and theological studies of Jesus to incorporate a variety of
theoretical and material approaches, across centuries and diverse, global cultures. Through fiction
and film, the connections are made with contemporary issues—such as borders, asylum seekers,
farmworker activism, colonialism, violence, misogyny, civil war, and nuclear proliferation—with a
focus on the appearances of the “actual Jesus” in these worlds. The Jesus in this study is explored in
particular connections with the stories of baptism, wilderness experience, ascension, and
apocalypse. What is found is often confusing, challenging, surprising, and disturbing, like the Jesus
of the gospels.
  bart ehrman did jesus exist: The Incarnate Christ and His Critics Robert M. Bowman Jr., J. Ed
Komoszewski , 2024-11-12 A current, comprehensive, and clear defense of the deity of Christ. The
central theological claim of Christianity, that Jesus is God incarnate, finds eager detractors across a
wide spectrum--from scholars who interpret Jesus as a prophet, angel, or guru to adherents of
progressive Christianity and non-Christian religions and philosophies. Yet thorough biblical
scholarship strongly supports the historic Christian teaching on the deity of Christ. Authors Robert
M. Bowman Jr. and J. Ed Komoszewski follow the approach of their landmark 2007 study on the
same topic, Putting Jesus in His Place. They focus on five pillars of New Testament teaching, using
the acronym HANDS, and demonstrate what both Jesus and the earliest believers recognized,
namely, that Jesus shares in the - Honors that are due God - Attributes of God - Names of God -
Deeds that God does - Seat of God's eternal throne The Incarnate Christ and His Critics engages
objections to the divine identity of Jesus from Jehovah's Witnesses, Mormons, progressive Christians,
Muslims, Unitarians, and others. Bowman and Komoszewski show how biblical scholarship cannot
reasonably ignore the enduring, wide-ranging, and positive case for the deity of Christ.
  bart ehrman did jesus exist: Jesus Skeptic John S. Dickerson, 2019-10-15 Can we know if
Jesus actually lived? Have Jesus's followers been a force for good or evil in history? A respected
journalist set out to find the answers--not from opinion but from artifacts. The evidence led him to an
unexpected conclusion: Jesus really existed and launched the greatest movement for social good in
human history. A first-of-its-kind book for a new generation, Jesus Skeptic takes nothing for granted
as it explores whether Jesus actually lived and how his story has changed our world. You'll - learn
what heroes like Martin Luther King Jr. and Harriet Tubman believed about Jesus - discover how
Jesus inspired women's rights, education rights, and modern hospitals - see visual proofs of Jesus's
impact, never before compiled in one place - be inspired to continue Jesus's fight for human rights,
justice, and progress Jesus Skeptic unveils convincing physical evidence that will enlighten seekers,
skeptics, and longtime Christians alike. In a generation that wants to make the world a better place,



we can discover what humanity's greatest champions had in common: a Christian faith.
  bart ehrman did jesus exist: A Skeptic's Investigation Into Jesus J. P. Hannah, 2020-04-27
Does human life have any significance? The statements below have become widely accepted in the
Western world: ife is the accidental product of random events. he laws of physics are totally
deterministic. cience does not accept a connection between physical matter and human
consciousness. theism is a conclusion from evidence while faith is speculation. cience and faith are
incompatible. uffering contradicts the existence of a loving, omnipotent God. esus was a compilation
of pagan mythologies or a human teacher who was deified. But do these statements represent
eternal truths? Are they logical conclusions based on established facts or merely opinions? What is
the evidence? To investigate these and other questions of existence and faith, a skeptical academic
objectively explored relevant aspects of philosophy, mythology, history, archaeology, cosmology,
quantum physics, biochemistry, and various faiths that finally led to investigation of the
Judeo-Christian Scriptures (including the Dead Sea Scrolls and the gnostic gospels). The findings of
this research not only challenge many modern assumptions but also have significant implications for
our understanding of reality. Written with minimum technicality for general readership, this book
presents a wide range of interesting and carefully confirmed facts relevant to the above questions.
Whether you are an atheist or an agnostic, a Christian, or a follower of another faith, or have simply
not been interested, this investigation provides valuable and surprising insights into the nature of
the universe and our place in it--
  bart ehrman did jesus exist: Life Driven Purpose Dan Barker, 2015-04-01 Every thinking
person wants to lead a life of meaning and purpose. For thousands of years, holy books have told us
that such a life is available only through obedience and submission to some higher power. Today, the
faithful keep popular devotionals and tracts within easy reach on bedside tables and mobile devices,
all communicating this common message: Life is meaningless without God. In this volume, former
pastor Dan Barker eloquently, powerfully, and rationally upends this long-held belief. Offering words
of enrichment, emancipation, and inspiration, he reminds us how millions of atheists lead happy,
loving, moral, and purpose-filled lives. Practicing what he preaches, he also demonstrates through
his own personal journey that life is valuable for its own sake—that meaning and purpose come not
from above, but from within.
  bart ehrman did jesus exist: The Earliest Christian Confessions Oscar Cullmann,
2018-05-15 In this essay, Dr. Cullmann sets himself to answer these questions: •Why did Christians
need to have, besides Scripture, and apostolic formula to summarise the faith they professed? •What
circumstances brought this necessity about? •What is the composition of the first formulas, and how
did they develop in the earliest times? •What is the essential content of the Christian faith according
to the earliest formulas?
  bart ehrman did jesus exist: Why Believe? Neil Shenvi, 2022-05-20 Chemist and Christian
Apologist Neil Shenvi Explores the Evidence for Christianity For centuries, skeptics have disputed
the claims of Christianity—such as belief in an eternal God and the resurrection of Jesus
Christ—arguing that they simply cannot be accepted by reasonable individuals. Furthermore, efforts
to demonstrate the evidence and rational basis for Christianity through apologetics are often
deemed too simplistic to be taken seriously in intellectual circles. Apologist and theoretical chemist
Neil Shenvi engages some of the best contemporary arguments against Christianity, presenting
compelling evidence for the identity of Jesus as portrayed in the Gospels, his death and resurrection,
the existence of God, and the unique message of the gospel. Why Believe? calls readers from all
backgrounds not only to accept Christianity as true, but also to entrust their lives to Christ and
worship him alone. Accessible without Being Simplistic: Ideal for intellectuals and academics, as
well as high school and college students Well-Researched: Interacts with skeptical arguments
against Christianity and God's existence Biblical: Grounded in Scripture and centered on the claims
of the gospel
  bart ehrman did jesus exist: CHRISTIANITY IS AN ARTIFICIAL RELIGION DEVELOPED
IN THE LABORATORIES OF ROME Mammadov, Jabbar Manaf oglu, 2023-01-23 The book claims



that Christianity was a project of Rome, and was invented in its laboratories - like Qumran. Under
the Achaemenids and even earlier in the entire Middle East (up to India) there lived Arameans, half
of whom professed Judaism, or were to some extent influenced by the Bible. In order to split their
front and turn this force of theirs against themselves, Rome organized secret centers for the study of
the Hebrew Bible in different parts of the empire, where the predictions of the former Jewish
prophets were analyzed. The remains of some of these centers are found today on the coast of the
Dead Sea, for example at Qumran, Mossad, etc. In these laboratories (think tanks), the image of a
new preacher (teacher of righteousness) named Jesus of Nazareth was fabricated. Using the method
of adjusting events and biography to the prophecies of the Hebrew prophets, Roman political
technologists came up with a biography, demeanor, and texts of sermons for this fictional character -
corresponding to the predictions. After the harsh suppression of the Jews during the First Jewish
War (66-77), Rome was in dire need of agents of influence in order to curb the aggression of the
people and reconcile them with defeat. It is at this stage that the image of the hitherto unknown
Jesus enters the historical arena. This fictional Jewish character called his people to humility,
patience, calmness, obedience to Rome. He offered not to blame Rome for anything, and to look for
the roots of all troubles in himself, and in the Jewish Bible (“Christian pacifism” and “Christian
anti-Semitism”). All the power of the propaganda machine of Rome was connected to the promotion
of his ideas in the Middle East. It was at this time (after the “First Jewish War”) that the entire
Middle East was enveloped in a boom of missionaries (in the guise of prostitutes, merchants,
merchants, artisans, travelers, teachers, mentors, “apostles”, philanthropists, etc. agents of
influence) propagating ideas this fictitious prophet. As the ideas of Christianity spread, a split and
confrontation began to grow in the Jewish community, which the Roman administrative bodies tried
to do. Guided by its standard policy of Divide and Conquer!, Rome used these methods to oppose
different layers of the Aramaean-Jewish society, weakened and very easily conquered the entire
Middle East and the Black Sea region. Before the final rooting of a new artificial religion
(Christianity) in the Middle East and the Black Sea region, Rome carefully camouflaged its
participation in its formation so as not to extradite its agents abroad and not disclose their source of
funding. It is worth emphasizing that, being a Muslim, the author does not belong to the Jewish
religion. In this book, he approaches the problem from a purely scientific point of view, and does not
pursue any religious or ethno-political goal. Sometimes the author's pronounced anti-Roman
inclination is connected with the cultural role of Rome in history, due to which the entire pre-Roman
history, culture, science of the Middle East and Europe - created over several thousand years, was
wiped off the face of the Earth.
  bart ehrman did jesus exist: The Atheist Who Didn't Exist Andy Bannister, 2015-07-17 A
breath, a gust, a positive whoosh of fresh air. Made me laugh, made me think, made me cry. Adrian
Plass In the last decade, atheism has leapt from obscurity to the front pages: producing best-selling
books, making movies, and plastering adverts on the side of buses. There's an energy and a
confidence to contemporary atheism: many people now assume that a godless scepticism is the
default position, indeed the only position for anybody wishing to appear educated, contemporary,
and urbane. Atheism is hip, religion is boring. Yet when one pokes at popular atheism, many of the
arguments used to prop it up quickly unravel. The Atheist Who Didn't Exist is designed to expose
some of the loose threads on the cardigan of atheism, tug a little, and see what happens. Blending
humour with serious thought, Andy Bannister helps the reader question everything, assume nothing
and, above all, recognise lazy scepticism and bad arguments. Be an atheist by all means: but do be a
thought-through one.
  bart ehrman did jesus exist: Retrieving Apologetics Glenn B. Siniscalchi, 2016-01-07 Given
the popes' recent statements of their desires to implement the New Evangelization, it is imperative
that Catholic theologians and other intellectually engaged laypersons retrieve the vital discipline of
apologetics. For, the New Evangelization places particular emphasis on reproposing the Gospel to
those who have experienced a crisis of faith . . . due to secularization. One salient method of Catholic
apologetics used to be characterized by three demonstrations, each of which assumes the



conclusions established in the previous step(s). Some might think that this classical method of
apologetics has been abandoned in the postconciliar Church, but Siniscalchi's book updates it.
Unlike the classical apologetics of the preconciliar era, Siniscalchi engages contemporary
scholarship in a variety of academic disciplines, such as philosophy, history, biblical studies,
sociology, and theology, to develop the steps that are necessary for showing the reasonableness of
faith.
  bart ehrman did jesus exist: Man, Myth, Messiah Rice Broocks, 2016-03-01 Did Jesus Really
Exist? The search for the historical Jesus continues to be headline news. Any speculative theory
seems to get instant attention as the debate rages about His real identity and the claims made in His
name. Did Jesus really exist? Is there real historical evidence that demonstrates that He lived and
actually said and did the things the Gospels record? Is there any validity to the speculative claims
that the Jesus story was a myth, borrowed from a variety of pagan cultures of the ancient world? In
this follow-up to the book God’s Not Dead (that inspired the movie), Man, Myth, Messiah looks at the
evidence for the historical Jesus and exposes the notions of skeptics that Jesus was a contrived
figure of ancient mythology. It also looks at the reliability of the Gospel records as well as the
evidence for the resurrection that validates His identity as the promised Messiah. Man, Myth,
Messiah will be released concurrent to the God’s Not Dead movie sequel, which will cover the same
theme.
  bart ehrman did jesus exist: The Crown of Sanctity Daniel O'Connor, 2019-03-04 2,000
years ago, the Son of God prayed to His Father, “Thy Will be done on Earth as it is in Heaven.” This
prayer, the greatest ever uttered by the lips of man, will not go unanswered. Jesus has revealed to
an Italian mystic named Luisa that the time has now at last arrived for its fulfillment; that is, for the
restoration of what was destroyed by Adam 6,000 years ago in the Fall of Man. In brief: the entire
world is about to be radically transformed like never before in its history. This is probably something
you should know about. This book has been written to inform you about the transformation and to
enable you to take part in it and hasten it. But this transformation will not be achieved through
human effort. It will be given directly from Heaven by way of God's greatest Gift: the Gift of Living in
the Divine Will, which is the Crown of Sanctity, and which even now we must all strive to receive. In
this sanctity is found The Culmination of Deification, the Fruitfulness of Mystical Marriage, the
Aspiration of the Unification of Wills, and the Essence of Marian Consecration. This is none other
than the Triumph of the Immaculate Heart of Mary promised at Fatima. It is the coming of the
Kingdom of God. This is a long book, but its length should turn away no one, as a thorough and
detailed table of contents is given so that each reader can easily select only those sections in which
he is interested for his perusal. And any reader is sure to find much that interests him. Within these
pages is a treasury of resources; not only concerning Luisa's revelations directly, but also on new
arguments for God's existence and the truth of Christianity, extensive Catechesis on Private
Revelation in general and on the spiritual life in general (including overviews of the greatest
teachings on spirituality in the history of the Church), and details on the Era of Peace as revealed to
Luisa and many other mystics, visionaries, and seers (Fatima, Medjugorje, Venerable Conchita, Fr.
Gobbi, and dozens more). You will not regret reading this book. This is our great hope and our
petition: Your Kingdom come - a kingdom of peace, justice, and serenity, that will re-establish the
original harmony of creation. – Pope St. John Paul II
  bart ehrman did jesus exist: Believing Is Seeing Michael Guillen, PhD, 2021-09-07 Is your
worldview enlightened enough to accommodate both science and God at the same time? Dr. Michael
Guillen, a best-selling author, Emmy award–winning journalist and former physics instructor at
Harvard, used to be an Atheist―until science changed his mind. Once of the opinion that people of
faith are weak, small-minded folks who just don’t understand science, Dr. Guillen ultimately
concluded that not only does science itself depend on faith, but faith is actually the mightiest power
in the universe. In Believing Is Seeing, Dr. Guillen recounts the fascinating story of his journey from
Atheism to Christianity, pulling back the curtain on the mystery of faith as no one ever has by citing
the latest discoveries in: Neuroscience Physics Astronomy Mathematics Is it true that “seeing is



believing?” Or is it possible that reality can be perceived most clearly and logically through the eyes
of faith and religion―and that truth is bigger than proof? Let Dr. Guillen be your apologetics guide
as he brilliantly argues for a large and enlightened worldview consistent with both God and modern
science.
  bart ehrman did jesus exist: Confronting Jesus Rebecca McLaughlin, 2022-08-24
Award-Winning Author Rebecca McLaughlin Explores Who Jesus Really Is in This Follow-Up to
Confronting Christianity Jesus is the most famous human being in all of history. But while many
people have a basic sketch of Jesus in their minds, comparatively few have taken time to read the
four biographies of his life in the New Testament Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. In
Confronting Jesus, Rebecca McLaughlin shares important biblical context to help all readers see why
the Gospels should be taken seriously as historical documents. Exploring eyewitness testimony about
Jesus, McLaughlin points to him as a first-century Jewish man who is the Son of God, King of the
Jews, mighty healer, greatest teacher, lover of sinners, suffering servant, perfect sacrifice, and
universal Lord. This follow-up to her first book, Confronting Christianity, helps readers understand
the message of the Gospels and explore who Jesus really is. Individuals and groups can work through
the ebook together with the Confronting Jesus Study Guide and the Confronting Jesus Video
Lectures. Winsome and Informative: Mixes thorough research with an approachable writing style
and cultural references to help readers grasp biblical truths Great for Apologetics and Evangelism:
Presents the gospel clearly and invites readers to study with a friend Companion Resources for
Personal and Small-Group Study: Confronting Jesus Study Guide and Confronting Jesus Video Study
also available Follow-Up to Rebecca McLaughlin's Confronting Christianity: This ebook offers
readers a next step and a helping hand as they explore who Jesus is Accessible: Assuming neither
knowledge of the Bible or belief on the part of her readers, McLaughlin provides a clear explanation
of the 4 Gospels Published in partnership with the Gospel Coalition
  bart ehrman did jesus exist: The Genealogical Adam and Eve S. Joshua Swamidass,
2019-12-10 What if the biblical creation account is true, with the origins of Adam and Eve taking
place alongside evolution? Building on well-established but overlooked science, S. Joshua Swamidass
explains how it's possible for Adam and Eve to be rightly identified as the ancestors of everyone,
opening up new possibilities for understanding Adam and Eve consistent both with current scientific
consensus and with traditional readings of Scripture.
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