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Anatomy of a Wild Turkey: Exploring the Fascinating Structure of Nature’s
Iconic Bird

anatomy of a wild turkey reveals a captivating blend of features uniquely
adapted for survival, display, and mobility in the wild. These birds, native
to North America, are more than just symbols of Thanksgiving; their physical
build tells a story of evolution, intricate design, and remarkable
functionality. Whether you’re a wildlife enthusiast, a hunter, or simply
curious about this majestic bird, understanding the anatomy of a wild turkey
offers valuable insight into how these creatures thrive in diverse habitats.

Overview of Wild Turkey Physical
Characteristics

Wild turkeys (Meleagris gallopavo) possess a robust and sturdy body,
perfectly suited for their ground-dwelling lifestyle combined with the
ability to take flight when necessary. Their size varies, with males (toms)
generally larger and more colorful than females (hens). The anatomy of a wild
turkey is a fascinating study in contrasts — from their powerful legs to
their delicate feather structures, every part plays a role in their survival.

Body Size and Shape

Adult wild turkeys can weigh anywhere from 5 to 24 pounds, with wingspans
stretching up to 5 feet. The males are typically larger, sporting a more
pronounced beard (a tuft of coarse hair-like feathers) protruding from their
chest, which is a secondary sexual characteristic. This size difference is an
example of sexual dimorphism, common in many bird species, and it plays a
crucial role during mating rituals.

Their bodies are elongated with a relatively compact torso that supports
powerful flight muscles and strong legs. The shape helps them maintain both
agility on the ground and the ability to burst into short flights to evade
predators.

Feather Structure and Coloration

One of the most striking features when examining the anatomy of a wild turkey
is its plumage. Their feathers are not only beautiful but also functional.



Types of Feathers

Turkeys have several feather types, including:

Contour feathers: Cover the body, giving the bird its shape and color.

Flight feathers: Long and strong, these feathers on the wings and tail
enable both flight and display behaviors.

Down feathers: Located beneath the contour feathers, they provide
insulation.

The iridescent sheen on wild turkey feathers is a result of microscopic
structures that refract light, giving off hues of bronze, green, copper, and
gold. This shimmering effect is especially prominent in males, helping them
attract mates.

Color and Camouflage

While males boast brighter, metallic-looking feathers, females tend to be
duller in color — usually shades of brown and gray — which helps them blend
into their environments, especially when nesting. This natural camouflage
protects hens and their young from predators.

Head and Neck Features

The anatomy of a wild turkey’s head and neck is particularly unique and
showcases several specialized adaptations.

Bare Skin and Wattles

Unlike many birds, wild turkeys have bare skin on their head and neck, which
changes color depending on their mood or breeding condition. The skin can
shift between red, blue, and white, creating a vivid display during courtship
or territorial disputes.

Prominent fleshy structures called wattles hang from the neck, and a snood—a
fleshy protuberance that drapes over the beak—can elongate or contract. These
features are not just ornamental; they are vital communication tools within
turkey social dynamics.



Beak and Eyesight

The turkey’s beak is short but strong, perfect for foraging a varied diet
that includes seeds, insects, and small reptiles. Their eyes are positioned
on the sides of their head, granting a wide field of vision crucial for
detecting predators.

Legs, Feet, and Mobility

Wild turkeys are primarily ground dwellers, so their leg and foot anatomy is
critical for their lifestyle.

Powerful Legs

Their muscular legs enable rapid running speeds of up to 20 miles per hour,
helping them escape danger on foot. The legs are also equipped with sharp
spurs in males, used during fights to establish dominance or defend
territory.

Feet and Toes

Each foot has three forward-pointing toes and one rear-pointing toe,
providing stability when walking on uneven terrain. The rough pads on their
feet improve traction, especially when navigating forest floors littered with
leaves and debris.

Flight Adaptations

Though wild turkeys are better known for their ground agility, their anatomy
includes several adaptations for short bursts of flight.

Wing Structure

Their wings are broad and rounded, optimized for rapid takeoffs rather than
sustained flight. This wing shape allows turkeys to quickly ascend into trees
for roosting or to evade predators.



Musculature

Strong pectoral muscles power their wingbeats, but turkeys lack the stamina
for long-distance flying. Typically, flights last only a few seconds,
covering short distances before the bird lands again.

Internal Anatomy Highlights

Beyond external features, the internal anatomy of a wild turkey is equally
intriguing.

Digestive System

Wild turkeys have a complex digestive system that allows them to process a
varied diet. Their crop stores food temporarily, while the gizzard grinds
tough plant materials, aided by ingested small stones. This efficient system
supports their omnivorous feeding habits.

Respiratory System

Like other birds, turkeys have a unique respiratory system with air sacs that
provide a continuous flow of air through the lungs, allowing for efficient
oxygen exchange. This adaptation supports their high-energy activities,
including sudden flights and long foraging periods.

Reproductive Organs

During mating season, male turkeys’ reproductive organs become more
prominent, linked with the development of secondary sexual characteristics
like wattles and snoods. Females have a well-developed oviduct for producing
eggs, and their nesting behavior is closely tied to their anatomy, favoring
concealed ground nests.

Behavioral Insights Linked to Anatomy

Understanding the anatomy of a wild turkey also sheds light on their
behaviors. For example, the ability of the snood to change size is not random
but correlates with dominance and attraction. Similarly, the bright color
changes on the head skin during the breeding season communicate health and
vitality to potential mates.



Their strong legs and feet reflect their preference for scratching through
leaf litter to uncover food, while their keen eyesight and wide field of view
keep them alert to danger. Even their short flight capabilities are perfectly
suited to their environment, allowing quick escapes but encouraging them to
stay mostly grounded.

Wild turkeys are a wonderful example of how anatomy and behavior intertwine
to create a species well adapted to its niche. Their unique physical traits
not only support survival and reproduction but also contribute to the rich
biodiversity of their habitats.

Exploring the anatomy of a wild turkey opens a window into the intricate
design of wildlife and deepens appreciation for these remarkable birds that
have roamed North American forests for centuries. Whether observing them in
the wild or studying their biology, every detail of their structure tells a
story of evolution and adaptation.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key physical features of a wild turkey?
A wild turkey has a large, plump body covered with dark, iridescent feathers,
a bald head with red, white, and blue skin, a long neck, strong legs with
spurs, and a distinctive fan-shaped tail.

How does the anatomy of a wild turkey's wings aid in
flight?
Wild turkeys have broad, rounded wings with strong flight feathers that allow
for short bursts of fast, powerful flight, enabling them to escape predators
quickly despite their large body size.

What role does the wild turkey's beak play in its
daily activities?
The wild turkey's beak is short, curved, and strong, ideal for foraging on
the ground, picking up seeds, insects, and small plants, as well as grooming
feathers.

How is the wild turkey's leg structure adapted for
its lifestyle?
Wild turkeys have long, muscular legs with sharp spurs used for defense and
dominance fights, and strong toes that help them scratch the ground to find
food and provide stability when running or walking.



What is the function of the wild turkey's wattles
and caruncles?
The wattles (fleshy skin hanging from the neck) and caruncles (bumpy skin on
the head and neck) are used for thermoregulation and communication; their
color changes can signal the turkey's emotional state or readiness to mate.

How does the tail fan of a wild turkey contribute to
its behavior?
The tail fan is used primarily during courtship displays to attract mates and
to make the turkey appear larger and more intimidating when threatened by
predators or rivals.

Additional Resources
Anatomy of a Wild Turkey: A Detailed Exploration of Its Unique Physiology

anatomy of a wild turkey presents a fascinating subject for ornithologists,
wildlife enthusiasts, and hunters alike. This iconic bird of North America is
not only admired for its role in ecosystems and cultural symbolism but also
for its distinctive physical features and adaptations that allow it to thrive
in diverse habitats. Understanding the anatomy of a wild turkey sheds light
on its behavior, survival strategies, and ecological significance.

Overview of Wild Turkey Physical Structure

The wild turkey (Meleagris gallopavo) is a large, ground-dwelling bird
characterized by a robust build and complex plumage patterns. Adult males,
known as toms or gobblers, can weigh between 11 to 24 pounds, while females,
or hens, are generally smaller, weighing 5 to 12 pounds. This sexual
dimorphism extends beyond size to features such as coloration and ornamental
traits, which play critical roles in mating displays and social interactions.

At first glance, the anatomy of a wild turkey reveals a bird built for both
terrestrial mobility and flight, though it is primarily a ground forager.
Their legs are strong and muscular, adapted for running and scratching the
leaf litter, while the wings, though relatively short, enable powerful bursts
of flight to escape predators or roost overnight.

Feathers and Plumage: Adaptations for Survival and
Display

One of the most striking aspects of wild turkey anatomy is its feathering.



The plumage serves multiple functions from camouflage to temperature
regulation and courtship. The iridescent feathers of the tom shimmer with
hues of bronze, green, copper, and gold, an adaptation that enhances visual
signaling during mating rituals. Conversely, hens sport more muted brown and
gray tones, providing effective camouflage when nesting.

The anatomy of the wild turkey’s feathers includes specialized structures
such as the beard—a cluster of coarse, hair-like feathers protruding from the
chest in males. This beard can grow up to 9 inches and is a key secondary
sexual characteristic used to assert dominance and appeal to females.
Additionally, the tail fan, composed of broad feathers, can be expanded
during displays to create an imposing visual signal.

Distinctive Head and Neck Features

The head and neck region of the wild turkey is particularly notable for its
lack of feathers and vibrant coloration, which changes according to mood,
health, and mating season. These areas are covered with fleshy protuberances
known as caruncles, along with a prominent snood—a fleshy extension that
drapes over the beak—and a wattle hanging from the neck.

These features serve multiple purposes: they can inflate with blood to
intensify coloration during courtship displays, signaling vigor and fitness
to potential mates. The anatomy of these soft tissues is supported by a rich
vascular network, enabling rapid color changes that are rare among birds.
This dynamic signaling mechanism is crucial in wild turkey social hierarchy
and reproductive success.

Musculoskeletal System: Strength and Mobility

The anatomy of a wild turkey’s skeletal and muscular systems reflects a
balance between strength and agility. The bird’s skeleton is lightweight yet
strong, optimized for both terrestrial locomotion and short-distance flight.
The keel of the sternum is well-developed, supporting powerful flight
muscles, primarily the pectoralis major, which powers the downstroke.

Leg anatomy reveals robust femurs and tibiotarsus bones, with strong tendons
and ligaments enabling rapid running speeds up to 20 miles per hour. The feet
have three forward-facing toes and one rear toe, each tipped with sharp claws
essential for scratching the forest floor to uncover food such as seeds,
insects, and small amphibians.

Internal Anatomy and Physiological Adaptations

Beyond the external features, the internal anatomy of the wild turkey also



demonstrates remarkable adaptations. The digestive system, for example, is
highly efficient at processing a varied diet. The crop stores food
temporarily, while the gizzard, containing grit and small stones swallowed by
the bird, mechanically grinds tough plant material.

The respiratory system is adapted for high oxygen exchange, supporting bursts
of vigorous activity. Like other birds, wild turkeys possess air sacs
connected to their lungs, facilitating continuous airflow and efficient
respiration even during strenuous flight or escape behaviors.

Reproductive Anatomy and Behavior

Reproductive anatomy in wild turkeys is intricately linked to their breeding
behavior. Males have specialized testes that enlarge significantly during the
breeding season, coinciding with the development of secondary sexual
characteristics like the beard and enhanced plumage coloration. Females
possess a single functional ovary, with egg production timed to environmental
cues.

Courtship displays involve elaborate postures and vocalizations, supported by
anatomical features such as the inflated neck sack and expanded tail fan.
These displays are critical in mate selection and territory defense,
highlighting the functional significance of anatomical traits in wild turkey
reproduction.

Comparative Insights: Wild Turkey vs. Domestic
Turkey Anatomy

Comparing the anatomy of a wild turkey with that of its domestic counterpart
reveals significant differences shaped by evolutionary pressures and human
intervention. Domestic turkeys are generally larger and heavier, bred
primarily for meat production, resulting in altered skeletal and muscular
structures. Their flight muscles are less developed, and plumage is often
less vibrant.

In contrast, the wild turkey retains anatomical features that support
survival in the wild, such as stronger legs for running and more efficient
respiratory systems for escape flight. Understanding these differences is
crucial for wildlife management and conservation efforts, as it underscores
the importance of preserving natural behaviors and habitats.

Ecological and Conservation Implications of Wild



Turkey Anatomy

The anatomical features of wild turkeys directly influence their ecological
roles. Their strong legs and beak enable them to forage extensively,
impacting seed dispersal and insect populations. Their ability to fly short
distances and roost in trees aids predator avoidance and survival.

From a conservation perspective, knowledge of wild turkey anatomy informs
habitat management, hunting regulations, and rehabilitation practices. For
example, understanding the bird’s reliance on specific muscle groups for
escape behaviors can guide efforts to minimize human disturbances during
breeding seasons.

The anatomy of a wild turkey remains a subject of ongoing study, reflecting
the complex interplay between form, function, and environment. As research
advances, further insights into these birds’ physiology will continue to
enhance our appreciation and stewardship of this emblematic species.

Anatomy Of A Wild Turkey

  anatomy of a wild turkey: Anatomy and Physiology of Farm Animals Rowen D. Frandson, W.
Lee Wilke, Anna Dee Fails, 2009-06-30 The Seventh Edition of Anatomy and Physiology of Farm
Animals is a thoroughly updated and revised version of this classic text. Drawing on current science
and terminology with a number of new illustrations throughout and a new chapter on poultry, the
book maintains its reputation for clarity, balanced scope, and breadth of content. The Seventh
Edition provides veterinary, animal science, agriculture, and veterinary technician students with a
comprehensive yet clear reference to understanding the fundamentals of anatomy and physiology.
  anatomy of a wild turkey: Wild Turkey Hunting Paul Carson, 2024-10-25 Wild Turkey Hunting:
Turkey Hunter Guide to the Wild Turkey Hunt Dive into the ultimate wild turkey hunting adventure
with Wild Turkey Hunting: Turkey Hunter Guide to the Wild Turkey Hunt, an essential companion
for both beginner and veteran hunters. This comprehensive guide covers every aspect of turkey
hunting, from understanding the wild turkey’s natural instincts to mastering advanced hunting
strategies, all meticulously laid out in an easy-to-navigate format. With over 30 detailed chapters,
this book delivers a rich and immersive journey into the art and science of turkey hunting. Chapter
1: The Allure of the Wild Turkey kicks off with the thrill of the chase, explaining why turkey hunting
has captivated hunters for generations. Readers gain insight into the fascinating history of wild
turkey hunting, the appeal of pursuing this intelligent and elusive bird, and the unique satisfaction
that comes from a successful hunt. In Turkey Biology 101 and Turkey Behavior, learn how
understanding turkey anatomy and instincts can transform your approach to the hunt. From feeding
habits to breeding seasons, these chapters are loaded with useful turkey hunting tips and insights on
how turkeys respond to their environment. The book covers essential topics such as Turkey Senses,
exploring the incredible eyesight and hearing capabilities of these birds and how hunters can adapt
their strategies to stay undetected. By understanding turkey senses, you’ll gain a competitive edge
and boost your odds of a successful hunt. The Art of Scouting teaches how to scout turkeys
effectively, covering critical skills such as identifying roosting spots, interpreting tracks, and
recognizing turkey calls in the wild. This chapter prepares you for each hunt with precision, making
it easier to anticipate turkey behavior and optimize your setup. Equipped with the right tools, any
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hunt becomes a rewarding experience. Gear and Equipment breaks down all essential items,
including calls, decoys, and camouflage, to optimize your setup and keep you prepared in any
hunting scenario. The chapter also reviews the best shotgun options and ammo types for various
turkey hunting situations, offering practical, expert advice on choosing your gear wisely. Physical
endurance plays a crucial role in turkey hunting, especially in challenging terrains. Fitness and
Physical Preparation focuses on building the stamina and strength needed for long days in the field,
providing tips on fitness routines that specifically benefit hunters. This chapter emphasizes safety,
endurance, and staying sharp during those crucial moments in the hunt. The following
chapters—Calling Mastery and Decoy Strategies—delve into advanced tactics for attracting turkeys,
teaching readers how to use different types of calls and decoys to elicit the perfect response. Learn
to make authentic sounds that captivate wild turkeys and identify which decoy setups will maximize
success in various environments and during different seasons. When it comes to seasonal hunting,
Spring Turkey Hunting Tactics and Fall Turkey Hunting cover the specific strategies for both spring
gobbler season and the less common, yet equally exciting, fall turkey hunting. Each chapter
discusses calling techniques, decoy positioning, and where to look for wild turkeys during each
season, so you can adapt your approach and increase your chances of a rewarding hunt. Whether
you’re tracking turkeys across fields, woods, or mountainous terrains, Hunting Different Terrains
offers expert guidance on handling each unique environment. This chapter covers the nuances of
terrain that affect turkey movements and behavior, giving you the skills to adapt your strategy no
matter where you hunt. Weather and Hunting explores how different weather conditions impact wild
turkey activity. Learn to recognize how temperature, wind, and rain influence turkey behavior and
adjust your tactics to stay one step ahead. If you’re interested in hunting with dogs, Hunting with
Dogs introduces how skilled hunting dogs can assist in tracking and retrieving, while Firearms
Safety provides essential guidelines for responsible and safe firearm handling during turkey hunts.
This guide also promotes responsible hunting and respect for wildlife with chapters on Fair Chase
and Sportsmanship and Wildlife Conservation. You’ll learn about the importance of conservation
efforts, preserving turkey habitats, and participating in responsible hunting practices that keep the
wild turkey population thriving. Preparing for unexpected situations is vital, which is why Outdoor
Survival Skills offers practical advice on staying safe in the wilderness, from navigation to
emergency first aid. Plus, Hunting with Others covers best practices for group hunts, fostering
camaraderie, and sharing the hunt’s success with friends or family. Capture unforgettable memories
with Photography and Videography, sharing tips on photographing turkeys and filming your hunt in
a way that brings the adventure to life. Once the hunt concludes, Turkey Recipes provides a variety
of mouth-watering ways to prepare your catch. This guide embraces inclusivity in Youth and Women
in Hunting, encouraging people of all ages and backgrounds to join the world of turkey hunting.
Overcoming Challenges addresses common hurdles hunters face, such as beginner mistakes and
turkey-hunting obstacles, with expert tips to overcome them and build confidence in the field. As the
book concludes, The Spirit of Hunting reflects on the deeper connection between hunters and
nature. Turkey Hunting Laws and Regulations keeps readers informed on ethical hunting practices
and legal guidelines, ensuring every hunt aligns with regional hunting laws. Finally, the Glossary of
Hunting Terms, Resources and Organizations, and Recommended Reading equip hunters with
additional tools and connections for further learning, while 100 Wild Turkey Hunting Tips and Tricks
delivers a rapid-fire collection of turkey hunting strategies that will help hunters of all experience
levels succeed. Wild Turkey Hunting: Turkey Hunter Guide to the Wild Turkey Hunt is a must-read
for anyone seeking to elevate their turkey hunting experience. Packed with professional insights,
practical advice, and a deep appreciation for the craft, this book provides every resource needed to
understand and pursue the wild turkey successfully. Whether you're a seasoned hunter or just
starting, this guide will inspire and equip you for the unforgettable adventure of turkey hunting.
  anatomy of a wild turkey: Avian Anatomy: Integument Alfred Martin Lucas, 1972
  anatomy of a wild turkey: Avian Anatomy: Integument Alfred M. Lucas, Peter R.
Stettenheim, 1972 Growth of follicles and feathers, color of feathers and integument; Feather and



apterial muscles; Microscopic structure of skin and derivatives; Techniques.
  anatomy of a wild turkey: Illustrated Outdoor World and Recreation , 1912
  anatomy of a wild turkey: Farm Anatomy Julia Rothman, 2011-10-01 What's the difference
between a weanling and a yearling, or a farrow and a barrow? Country and city mice alike will
delight in Julia Rothman's charming illustrated guide to the curious parts and pieces of rural living.
Dissecting everything from tractors
  anatomy of a wild turkey: Avian Anatomy 2nd Edition: Textbook and Colour Atlas Horst Erich
Konig, 2016-12-16 Bringing together annotated images and anatomical terms, this reference book is
a unique combination of a practical, clinically oriented textbook and pictorial atlas of avian anatomy.
Containing very high quality photographs, including histological and radiographic images and
schematic diagrams, this edition focuses on ornamental birds and poultry. Among the various
species examined are chickens, ducks and geese, as well as budgerigars, psitaccines and many
others. In addition, wild bird species such as the common buzzard and falcon are taken into account
and raptors are featured in a dedicated new chapter. Translated from Anatomie der Vögel, first
published by Schattauer, Avian Anatomy is an ideal book for veterinary practitioners and students.
5m Books
  anatomy of a wild turkey: Stratigraphic and Paleontologic Map of Becraft Mountain, Columbia
County, New York , 1909
  anatomy of a wild turkey: Osteology of Birds Robert Wilson Shufeldt, 1909
  anatomy of a wild turkey: Geology of the Remsen Quadrangle William John Miller, 1909
  anatomy of a wild turkey: Documents of the Assembly of the State of New York New York
(State). Legislature. Assembly, 1909
  anatomy of a wild turkey: The Mining and Quarry Industry of New York State New York State
Geological Survey, 1909 Vol. for 1905 includes Directory of mines and quarries in New York State.
  anatomy of a wild turkey: Geology of the Remsen Quadrangle Daniel Dana Luther, Ephraim
Porter Felt, Herman Le Roy Fairchild, Robert Wilson Shufeldt, William John Miller, 1909
  anatomy of a wild turkey: An Atlas of the Domestic Turkey (Meleagris Gallopavo) Elmer
B. Harvey, Hans Elmar Kaiser, Lauren Emery Rosenberg, 1968
  anatomy of a wild turkey: Bulletin of the New York State Museum of Natural History ,
1909
  anatomy of a wild turkey: Critical Media Studies Brian L. Ott, Robert L. Mack, 2025-10-21
Master the critical tools for understanding media in today’s fast-evolving digital landscape Critical
Media Studies: An Introduction for the Digital Age provides students with a powerful framework for
analyzing the impact of media on knowledge, attitudes, and behaviors. In a world increasingly
shaped by digital technologies and personalized information feeds, this leading textbook supplies the
theoretical tools and knowledge to understand how media influence individuals and society. With an
interdisciplinary approach, Brian L. Ott and Robert L. Mack explore media’s role as a powerful
socializing force, addressing the key areas of media technologies, industries, messages, and
audiences. Each section delves into distinct critical perspectives, such as Marxist, feminist, and
queer analysis, alongside exclusive chapters on pragmatic and erotic approaches. The fourth edition
includes significant updates, including a detailed examination of the ecological impact of digital
media and unique engagement with Byung-Chul Han’s philosophy. Throughout this edition, revised
chapters incorporate contemporary examples, cutting-edge pedagogical features, timely discussion
of global trends, and much more. Ideal for both undergraduate and graduate students, Critical
Media Studies is perfect for courses in Media Studies, Communication, and Digital Media programs.
Whether in introductory or advanced classes, students will find the text invaluable for fostering
critical thinking, media literacy, and informed citizenship. Covering both introductory and advanced
topics, it is also a valuable reference for scholars, media professionals, and those in
communication-related fields.
  anatomy of a wild turkey: The Bare Bones Matthew F. Bonnan, 2016-02-15 “Bonnan
combines wit and passion with the sensibilities of a talented instructor in this encyclopedic tour of



the vertebrate skeleton.” —Publishers Weekly What can we learn about the evolution of jaws from a
pair of scissors? How does the flight of a tennis ball help explain how fish overcome drag? What do a
spacesuit and a chicken egg have in common? Highlighting the fascinating twists and turns of
evolution across more than 540 million years, paleobiologist Matthew Bonnan uses everyday objects
to explain the emergence and adaptation of the vertebrate skeleton. What can camera lenses tell us
about the eyes of marine reptiles? How does understanding what prevents a coffee mug from spilling
help us understand the posture of dinosaurs? The answers to these and other intriguing questions
illustrate how scientists have pieced together the history of vertebrates from their bare bones. With
its engaging and informative text, plus more than 200 illustrative diagrams created by the author,
The Bare Bones is an unconventional and reader-friendly introduction to the skeleton as an evolving
machine. “No bones about it, a text like The Bare Bones was sorely needed in the popular literature
of vertebrate paleontology. Matthew Bonnan’s tome on the evolution, form, and function of the
vertebrate skeleton may seem daunting in size, but it is written in an enjoyable and readable fashion
that will absolutely delight all sorts of readers from expert to soon-to-be-expert.” —Palaeontologia
Electronica “A remarkably fun book to read . . . his conversational style and wit make this an
unintimidating yet highly informative book that would work wonderfully in college courses.” —The
Quarterly Review of Biology
  anatomy of a wild turkey: California Turkey Hunter's Guide Karen R. Fothergill, Alison J.
Kenward, 1996
  anatomy of a wild turkey: Handbook of Field and General Ornithology Elliott Coues, 1890
  anatomy of a wild turkey: Sisson and Grossman's The Anatomy of the Domestic Animals
Septimus Sisson, 1975
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