wesleyan anthology of science fiction

Wesleyan Anthology of Science Fiction: Exploring the Depths of Imagination

wesleyan anthology of science fiction stands as a remarkable collection that captures
the essence and evolution of science fiction literature. For enthusiasts and newcomers
alike, this anthology offers a curated glimpse into the genre’s rich tapestry, blending
classic tales with modern narratives that push the boundaries of human imagination. If
you’'ve ever wondered what makes science fiction such a compelling form of storytelling,
diving into this collection can be both enlightening and entertaining.

What Is the Wesleyan Anthology of Science
Fiction?

At its core, the Wesleyan anthology of science fiction is a carefully selected compendium
of short stories that showcase the diversity and creativity inherent in science fiction.
Compiled by renowned editors, it brings together voices from different eras and
backgrounds, illustrating how the genre has transformed over time. This anthology is not
just a simple collection; it’s a literary journey through themes like technology, space
exploration, dystopia, and human identity.

Unlike typical anthologies that might focus solely on popular or mainstream works, the
Wesleyan anthology highlights both celebrated authors and lesser-known gems. This
approach provides readers with a broader perspective on the genre, making it suitable for
academic study, casual reading, or anyone interested in speculative fiction.

The Significance of the Wesleyan Collection in
Science Fiction Literature

Science fiction has always been more than just futuristic gadgets and alien invasions. It’'s a
medium for exploring societal issues, ethical dilemmas, and philosophical questions. The
Wesleyan anthology of science fiction captures this complexity by including stories that
challenge readers intellectually and emotionally.

A Cross-Section of Science Fiction’s Evolution

From the early days of the genre, with pioneers like H.G. Wells and Jules Verne, to
contemporary authors who experiment with narrative form and cultural commentary, the
anthology traces the development of science fiction. It reveals how the genre has
responded to changes in technology, politics, and cultural attitudes, making it a living
reflection of human progress and anxieties.



Diverse Voices and Perspectives

One of the standout features of the Wesleyan anthology is its commitment to diversity. By
featuring authors from various cultural, racial, and gender backgrounds, the collection
expands the traditional boundaries of science fiction. This inclusivity enriches the stories,
offering fresh viewpoints and challenging stereotypes often associated with the genre.

Highlights from the Wesleyan Anthology of
Science Fiction

While the full collection is extensive, certain stories and authors frequently receive praise
for their impact and creativity. Here are some notable highlights that encapsulate what
makes this anthology a must-read.

Classic Science Fiction Meets Modern Innovation

The anthology includes seminal works that shaped the genre’s foundation alongside
innovative pieces that redefine it. For example, you might encounter a tale exploring the
moral implications of artificial intelligence alongside a story speculating on post-human
evolution. This blend allows readers to appreciate both the roots and the future of science
fiction.

Exploration of Timeless Themes

Many stories delve into themes that resonate across generations:
e Humanity and Technology: How do advanced technologies affect human nature
and society?

e Space and Exploration: What does traveling beyond Earth mean for human
identity?

e Dystopia and Utopia: How do imagined futures reflect contemporary fears and
hopes?

e Ethics and Morality: What are the consequences of scientific progress?

These themes encourage readers to think critically about their own world through the
speculative lens of science fiction.



Why Choose the Wesleyan Anthology for Science
Fiction Study?

If you're a student, teacher, or lifelong learner, the Wesleyan anthology of science fiction
offers several advantages that make it a valuable resource.

Comprehensive Yet Accessible

The anthology balances depth with readability. The stories vary in length and complexity,
making it suitable for readers at different levels of familiarity with science fiction. This
accessibility helps foster a greater appreciation of the genre, whether you’'re analyzing
texts in a classroom or enjoying a quiet evening read.

Curated for Critical Engagement

Each selection is chosen not only for its literary merit but also for the ideas it provokes.
This makes the collection ideal for stimulating discussion and critical thinking. Teachers
often use the anthology to introduce students to core science fiction concepts and to
encourage exploration of broader cultural and philosophical questions.

A Gateway to Science Fiction’s Subgenres

Science fiction is a broad genre that includes cyberpunk, space opera, speculative fiction,
and more. The Wesleyan anthology offers a taste of these subgenres, helping readers
discover what resonates most with their interests. This diversity is crucial for anyone
looking to deepen their understanding or find new authors and styles to explore.

Tips for Getting the Most Out of the Wesleyan
Anthology

To fully appreciate the wealth of stories within the anthology, consider these approaches:
¢ Read with Context: Familiarize yourself with the historical and cultural backdrop of
each story to better understand its themes and significance.

 Take Notes: Jot down questions, favorite passages, or connections between stories
to enhance retention and stimulate reflection.

e Join Discussions: Whether in a classroom or online forum, discussing the stories
can deepen your insight and expose you to diverse interpretations.



¢ Explore Further: Use the anthology as a launching pad to seek out full novels or
other works by authors you find intriguing.

These strategies can transform reading from a passive activity into an engaging
intellectual adventure.

The Role of Wesleyan University Press in Science
Fiction Publishing

Behind the anthology is Wesleyan University Press, a publisher known for its dedication to
quality and innovation in literature. Their commitment to science fiction reflects a broader
trend in academic publishing that recognizes the genre’s cultural and literary significance.

Wesleyan University Press has helped legitimize science fiction as a serious subject of
study, bridging the gap between popular culture and academia. By producing anthologies
like this, they provide vital platforms for voices often overlooked in mainstream
publishing, nurturing the genre’s growth and diversity.

Impact on Academic and Popular Perception

The anthology has been instrumental in shaping how science fiction is taught and
perceived. It has encouraged educators to incorporate speculative fiction into curricula
and helped readers appreciate the genre’s artistic and intellectual value beyond
entertainment.

Exploring the Future of Science Fiction Through
the Wesleyan Anthology

As science fiction continues to evolve alongside technological advancements and societal
shifts, collections like the Wesleyan anthology remain essential. They serve as both
archives of past achievements and beacons guiding future explorations in storytelling.

For anyone fascinated by how literature can imagine alternate realities and probe the
human condition, the Wesleyan anthology of science fiction offers a treasure trove of
inspiration. Whether you’re drawn to epic space journeys, thought-provoking ethical
dilemmas, or groundbreaking narrative forms, this anthology invites you to embark on a
journey where the only limit is the imagination.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Wesleyan Anthology of Science Fiction?

The Wesleyan Anthology of Science Fiction is a comprehensive collection of influential and
classic science fiction stories compiled by editors from Wesleyan University, aiming to
showcase the genre's evolution and diversity.

Who are the editors of the Wesleyan Anthology of
Science Fiction?

The anthology is edited by Arthur B. Evans, Istvan Csicsery-Ronay Jr., Joan Gordon,
Veronica Hollinger, Rob Latham, and Carol McGuirk, all scholars and experts in the field
of science fiction studies.

When was the Wesleyan Anthology of Science Fiction
published?

The Wesleyan Anthology of Science Fiction was published in 2010.

What makes the Wesleyan Anthology of Science Fiction
unique compared to other sci-fi anthologies?

Unlike typical anthologies that focus mainly on popular or recent works, the Wesleyan
Anthology offers a scholarly and historical perspective, including critical introductions and
a wide range of stories from the 19th century to contemporary times.

Can the Wesleyan Anthology of Science Fiction be used
for academic purposes?

Yes, the anthology is widely used in academic settings for teaching science fiction
literature due to its diverse selections and critical insights, making it a valuable resource
for students and scholars.

What are some notable authors featured in the
Wesleyan Anthology of Science Fiction?

The anthology features renowned authors such as H.G. Wells, Isaac Asimov, Ursula K. Le
Guin, Philip K. Dick, Octavia E. Butler, and many other influential writers in the science
fiction genre.

Additional Resources

Wesleyan Anthology of Science Fiction: A Definitive Examination of the Genre’s Evolution



wesleyan anthology of science fiction stands as a significant literary collection that
encapsulates the breadth and depth of science fiction as a genre. Curated by a team of
editors affiliated with Wesleyan University, this anthology aims to present a
comprehensive overview of science fiction’s development, showcasing seminal works
alongside lesser-known but equally impactful stories. Through its carefully selected
narratives, the anthology offers insights into the cultural, social, and technological themes
that have shaped science fiction from its early days to contemporary times.

Exploring the Scope and Significance of the
Wesleyan Anthology of Science Fiction

The Wesleyan anthology distinguishes itself not merely by the range of stories it includes
but by the editorial vision that underpins its selection. Unlike many genre anthologies that
focus predominantly on popular or canonical authors, this collection endeavors to balance
classic tales with innovative and diverse voices. This editorial approach allows readers to
trace thematic evolutions and shifts in narrative style across different periods, creating a
cohesive yet varied reading experience.

A notable aspect of the anthology is its emphasis on the socio-political contexts that inform
many science fiction works. By framing speculative fiction as a mirror reflecting
humanity’s hopes, fears, and ethical dilemmas, the Wesleyan collection reinforces the
genre’s role as a critical commentary on contemporary issues. This context-driven curation
makes it a valuable resource for both literary scholars and science fiction enthusiasts
seeking to understand the genre’s broader implications.

Editorial Vision and Selection Criteria

The editors of the Wesleyan anthology prioritize stories that exemplify innovation in
speculative thought and narrative technique. Their criteria extend beyond mere
popularity; they seek works that challenge conventional boundaries and provoke
intellectual engagement. This includes:

e Classic foundational texts that established key science fiction tropes

e Experimental narratives that push the genre’s stylistic and thematic limits

e Voices from diverse cultural and geographic backgrounds, enriching the genre’s
global perspective

e Works addressing contemporary scientific and ethical dilemmas

This thoughtful curation ensures that the anthology serves as both a historical archive and
a forward-looking collection.



Comparative Insights: Wesleyan Anthology vs. Other
Science Fiction Collections

When placed alongside other prominent science fiction anthologies, the Wesleyan
anthology reveals distinct characteristics. For example, compared to the “Science Fiction
Hall of Fame” collections, which heavily emphasize award-winning or genre-defining
works, the Wesleyan anthology adopts a more inclusive and academic approach. It
integrates critical commentary and contextual essays that enhance readers’ understanding
of each story’s significance.

Similarly, unlike commercial anthologies such as “The Best Science Fiction of the Year”
series, which focus on recent and trending works, the Wesleyan anthology spans a broader
historical range. This temporal breadth allows readers to observe how science fiction has
responded to technological advancements and shifting societal concerns over decades.

Thematic Depth and Representation in the
Wesleyan Anthology

One of the anthology’s strengths lies in its thematic diversity. It does not confine itself to
traditional science fiction motifs like space exploration or futuristic technology but
explores a wider array of ideas including identity, ecological crises, artificial intelligence,
and dystopian futures. This thematic richness reflects the genre’s capacity to interrogate
complex human experiences through speculative lenses.

Diversity and Inclusion in Science Fiction Narratives

The anthology makes deliberate efforts to feature authors from marginalized groups and
underrepresented communities. This inclusion broadens the narrative scope, introducing
perspectives that have historically been sidelined in mainstream science fiction. For
instance, women writers, authors of color, and voices from non-Western countries
contribute stories that challenge dominant paradigms and expand the genre’s cultural
relevance.

This commitment to diversity not only enriches the literary texture of the anthology but
also aligns with contemporary movements within science fiction to democratize
storytelling and amplify varied experiences.

Technological and Ethical Explorations

Many stories within the Wesleyan anthology grapple with the ethical implications of
technological progress. From artificial intelligence and genetic engineering to surveillance
and environmental degradation, these narratives probe the moral quandaries associated
with innovation. The anthology’s inclusion of such works encourages readers to critically



reflect on the trajectory of scientific advancement and its impact on society.

Utility and Audience Engagement

The Wesleyan anthology of science fiction serves multiple purposes, making it an
indispensable tool for different audiences.

e Academic Use: The anthology’s curated content and accompanying scholarly
commentary make it suitable for university courses on science fiction, literature, and
cultural studies.

* General Readers: Enthusiasts looking to deepen their understanding of science
fiction’s evolution will find the collection both accessible and intellectually
stimulating.

e Writers and Creators: Aspiring authors and screenwriters can draw inspiration
from the anthology’s diverse storytelling techniques and thematic explorations.

Moreover, the anthology’s structure often encourages comparative reading, prompting
readers to analyze how different authors approach similar themes or speculative concepts.

Challenges and Considerations

While the Wesleyan anthology excels in many respects, certain challenges are inherent to
any anthology of this scope. Balancing breadth with depth means some stories receive
limited contextualization, potentially leaving readers unfamiliar with specific historical or
scientific references seeking additional resources. Additionally, the ambitious inclusion of
diverse voices, though largely successful, may still miss emerging authors who are
shaping the genre’s future.

Furthermore, the academic tone of some editorial commentary might deter casual readers
seeking purely entertainment-driven selections. However, this is a trade-off that aligns
with the anthology’s mission to serve as both a literary and scholarly resource.

Conclusion: The Wesleyan Anthology’s Place in
Science Fiction Literature

The Wesleyan anthology of science fiction occupies a vital niche in the landscape of
speculative fiction collections. Its rigorous editorial standards, thematic diversity, and
commitment to inclusive representation make it a cornerstone for anyone interested in the
genre’s past, present, and future. By bridging classic works with contemporary voices, the



anthology not only celebrates science fiction’s rich legacy but also stimulates ongoing
dialogue about its role in interpreting and shaping human experience.

For scholars, readers, and creators alike, the Wesleyan anthology provides a
comprehensive, thought-provoking journey through science fiction’s multifaceted
universe. Its continued relevance underscores the genre’s enduring power to question,
imagine, and inspire.

Wesleyan Anthology Of Science Fiction

wesleyan anthology of science fiction: The Wesleyan Anthology of Science Fiction Arthur B.
Evans, 2010-08 The best single-volume anthology of science fiction available—includes online
teacher's guide The Wesleyan Anthology of Science Fiction features over a 150 years' worth of the
best science fiction ever collected in a single volume. The fifty-two stories and critical introductions
are organized chronologically as well as thematically for classroom use. Filled with luminous ideas,
otherworldly adventures, and startling futuristic speculations, these stories will appeal to all readers
as they chart the emergence and evolution of science fiction as a modern literary genre. They also
provide a fascinating look at how our Western technoculture has imaginatively expressed its hopes
and fears from the Industrial Revolution of the nineteenth century to the digital age of today. A free
online teacher's guide at http://sfanthology.site.wesleyan.edu/ accompanies the anthology and offers
access to a host of pedagogical aids for using this book in an academic setting. The stories in this
anthology have been selected and introduced by the editors of Science Fiction Studies, the world's
most respected journal for the critical study of science fiction.

wesleyan anthology of science fiction: Vintage Visions Arthur B. Evans, 2014-06-11 Vintage
Visions is a seminal collection of scholarly essays on early works of science fiction and its
antecedents. From Cyrano de Bergerac in 1657 to Olaf Stapledon in 1937, this anthology focuses on
an unusually broad range of authors and works in the genre as it emerged across the globe,
including the United States, Russia, Europe, and Latin America. The book includes material that will
be of interest to both scholars and fans, including an extensive bibliography of criticism on early
science fiction—the first of its kind—and a chronological listing of 150 key early works. Before Dr.
Strangelove, future-war fiction was hugely popular in nineteenth-century Great Britain. Before
Terminator, a French author depicted Thomas Edison as the creator of the perfect female android.
These works and others are featured in this critical anthology. Contributors include Paul K. Alkon,
Andrea Bell, Josh Bernatchez, I. F. Clarke, William ]. Fanning Jr., William B. Fischer, Allison de Fren,
Susan Gubar, Rachel Haywood Ferreira, Kamila Kinyon, Stanislaw Lem, Patrick A. McCarthy, Sylvie
Romanowski, Nicholas Ruddick, and Gary Westfahl. Hardcover is un-jacketed.

wesleyan anthology of science fiction: The Oxford Handbook of Science Fiction Rob
Latham, 2014-09-01 The excitement of possible futures found in science fiction has long fired the
human imagination, but the genre's acceptance by academe is relatively recent. No longer
marginalized and fighting for respectability, science-fictional works are now studied alongside more
traditional art forms. Tracing the capacious genre's birth, evolution, and impact across nations, time
periods, subgenres, and media, The Oxford Handbook of Science Fiction offers an in-depth,
comprehensive assessment of this robust area of scholarly inquiry and considers the future
directions that will dictate the terms of the scholarly discourse. The Handbook begins with a focus
on questions of genre, covering topics such as critical history, keywords, narrative, the fantastic, and
fandom. A subsequent section on media engages with film, television, comics, architecture, music,
video games, and more. The genre's role in the convergence of art and everyday life animates a third
section, which addresses topics such as UFOs,


https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-147/wesleyan-anthology-of-science-fiction.pdf

wesleyan anthology of science fiction: Science Fiction: A Guide for the Perplexed Sherryl
Vint, 2014-03-13 From its beginnings in the works of H.G. Wells and Jules Verne to the virtual
worlds of William Gibson's Neuromancer and The Matrix, Science Fiction: A Guide to the Perplexed
helps students navigate the often perplexing worlds of a perennially popular genre. Drawing on
literature as well as example from film and television, the book explores the different answers that
criticism has offered to the vexed question, 'what is science fiction?' Each chapter of the book
includes case studies of key texts, annotated guides to further reading and suggestions for class
discussion to help students master the full range of contemporary critical approaches to the field,
including the scientific, technological and political contexts in which the genre has flourished.
Ranging from an understanding of the genre through the stereotypes of 1930s pulps through more
recent claims that we are living in a science fictional moment, this volume will provide a
comprehensive overview of this diverse and fascinating genre.

wesleyan anthology of science fiction: The Year's Best Science Fiction: Twenty-Eighth
Annual Collection Gardner Dozois, 2011-07-05 Contains thirty-three short stories chosen by the
editor as the best in science fiction for 2010, including selections by Damien Broderick, Steven
Popkes, Rachel Swirsky, and others, and features a summation of the year's events, as well as a list
of honorable mentions.

wesleyan anthology of science fiction: Science Fiction and Speculative Fiction P. L.
Thomas, 2013-09-03 Why did Kurt Vonnegut shun being labeled a writer of science fiction (SF)? How
did Margaret Atwood and Ursula K. Le Guin find themselves in a public argument about the nature
of SF? This volume explores the broad category of SF as a genre, as one that challenges readers,
viewers, teachers, and scholars, and then as one that is often itself challenged (as the authors in the
collection do). SF, this volume acknowledges, is an enduring argument. The collected chapters
include work from teachers, scholars, artists, and a wide range of SF fans, offering a powerful and
unique blend of voices to scholarship about SF as well as examinations of the place for SF in the
classroom. Among the chapters, discussions focus on SF within debates for and against SF, the
history of SF, the tensions related to SF and other genres, the relationship between SF and science,
SF novels, SF short fiction, SF film and visual forms (including TV), SF young adult fiction, SF comic
books and graphic novels, and the place of SF in contemporary public discourse. The unifying thread
running through the volume, as with the series, is the role of critical literacy and pedagogy, and how
SF informs both as essential elements of liberatory and democratic education.

wesleyan anthology of science fiction: Jewish Women Science Fiction Writers Create Future
Females Marleen S. Barr, 2024-12-15 Jewish Women Science Fiction Writers Create Future
Females: Gender, Temporality—and Yentas, the fourth volume in Marleen S. Barr’s Future Females
critical feminist science fiction anthology series, is the first essay collection devoted to Jewish
women science fiction writers. The anthology forges new alliances across disciplinary
boundaries—feminist theory, science fiction, and Jewish Studies—by forming a scholarly force,
consisting of established critical voices and cutting-edge, fresh perspectives. Acknowledging the
growing cultural popularity of science fiction, Barr’s goal is to showcase new vistas for exploring
gender through Jewish women'’s science fiction visions. It is time for Jewish women science fiction
writers to receive the focused critical examination they deserve.

wesleyan anthology of science fiction: Science Fiction George Slusser, 2022-01-04 In what N.
Katherine Hayles describes as this enormously ambitious posthumous volume, renowned scholar
George Slusser offers a definitive version of the argument about the history of science fiction that he
developed throughout his career: that several important ideas and texts, routinely overlooked in
other critical studies, made significant contributions to the creation of modern science fiction as it
developed into a truly global literature. He explores how key thinkers like René Descartes, Benjamin
Constant, Thomas DeQuincey, Guy du Maupassant, J.D. Bernal, and Ralph Waldo Emerson
influenced and are reflected in twentieth-century science fiction stories from the United States,
Great Britain, France, Germany, Poland, and Russia. The conclusion begins with Slusser’s overview
of global science fiction in the twenty-first century and discusses recent developments in countries



like China, Romania, and Israel. Hayles’s foreword provides a useful summation of the book’s
contents, while science fiction writer Gregory Benford contributes an afterword providing a personal
perspective on the life and thoughts of his longtime friend. The book was edited by Slusser’s former
colleague Gary Westfahl, a distinguished scholar in his own right.

wesleyan anthology of science fiction: The Stuff of Science Fiction Gary Westfahl,
2022-10-07 While students and general readers typically cannot relate to esoteric definitions of
science fiction, they readily understand the genre as a literature that characteristically deals with
subjects such as new inventions, space, robot and aliens. This book looks at science fiction in
precisely this manner, with twenty-one chapters that each deal with a subject that is repeatedly
addressed in science fiction of recent centuries. Based on a packet of original essays that the author
assembled for his classes, the book could serve as a supplemental textbook in science fiction classes,
but also contains material of interest to science fiction scholars and others devoted to the genre. In
some cases, chapters offer thorough surveys of numerous works involving certain subjects, such as
imagined vehicles, journeys beneath the Earth and undersea adventures, discovering intriguing
patterns in the ways that various writers developed their ideas. When comprehensive coverage of
ubiquitous topics such as robots, aliens and the planet Mars is impossible, chapters focus on major
themes referencing selected texts. A conclusion discusses other science fiction subjects that were
omitted for various reasons, and a bibliography lists additional resources for the study of science
fiction in general and the topics of each chapter.

wesleyan anthology of science fiction: Science Fiction Literature through History Gary
Westfahl, 2021-07-19 This book provides students and other interested readers with a
comprehensive survey of science fiction history and numerous essays addressing major science
fiction topics, authors, works, and subgenres written by a distinguished scholar. This encyclopedia
deals with written science fiction in all of its forms, not only novels and short stories but also
mediums often ignored in other reference books, such as plays, poems, comic books, and graphic
novels. Some science fiction films, television programs, and video games are also mentioned,
particularly when they are relevant to written texts. Its focus is on science fiction in the English
language, though due attention is given to international authors whose works have been frequently
translated into English. Since science fiction became a recognized genre and greatly expanded in
the 20th century, works published in the 20th and 21st centuries are most frequently discussed,
though important earlier works are not neglected. The texts are designed to be helpful to numerous
readers, ranging from students first encountering science fiction to experienced scholars in the field.

wesleyan anthology of science fiction: The Rise and Fall of American Science Fiction,
from the 1920s to the 1960s Gary Westfahl, 2019-10-14 By examining important aspects of
science fiction in the twentieth century, this book explains how the genre evolved to its current
state. Close critical attention is given to topics including the art that has accompanied science
fiction, the subgenres of space opera and hard science fiction, the rise of SF anthologies, and the
burgeoning impact of the marketplace on authors. Included are in-depth studies of key texts that
contributed to science fiction's growth, including Philip Francis Nowlan's first Buck Rogers story,
the first published stories of A. E. van Vogt, and the early juveniles of Isaac Asimov, Arthur C. Clarke
and Robert Heinlein.

wesleyan anthology of science fiction: Science Fiction Criticism Rob Latham, 2017-02-23
Including more than 30 essential works of science fiction criticism in a single volume, this is a
comprehensive introduction to the study of this enduringly popular genre. Science Fiction Criticism:
An Anthology of Essential Writings covers such topics as: ‘Definitions and boundaries of the genre
‘The many forms of science fiction, from time travel to 'inner space' -Ideology and identity: from
utopian fantasy to feminist, queer and environmental readings -‘The non-human: androids, aliens,
cyborgs and animals ‘Race and the legacy of colonialism The volume also features annotated guides
to further reading on these topics. Includes writings by: Marc Angenot, J.G. Ballard, Damien
Broderick, Istvan Csicsery-Ronay, Samuel R. Delany, Philip K. Dick, Grace Dillon, Kodwo Eshun, Carl
Freedman, Allison de Fren, Hugo Gernsback, Donna Haraway, N. Katherine Hayles, Robert A.



Heinlein, Nalo Hopkinson, Veronica Hollinger, Fredric Jameson, Gwyneth Jones, Rob Latham, Roger
Luckhurst, Judith Merril, John B. Michel, Wendy Pearson, John Rieder, Lysa Rivera, Joanna Russ,
Mary Shelley, Stephen Hong Sohn, Susan Sontag, Bruce Sterling, Darko Suvin, Vernor Vinge,
Sherryl Vint, H.G. Wells, David Wittenberg and Lisa Yaszek

wesleyan anthology of science fiction: Science Fiction and the Imitation of the Sacred
Richard Grigg, 2018-06-14 This book examines science fiction's relationship to religion and the
sacred through the lens of significant books, films and television shows. It provides a clear account
of the larger cultural and philosophical significance of science fiction, and explores its potential
sacrality in today's secular world by analyzing material such as Ray Bradbury's classic novel The
Martian Chronicles, films The Abyss and 2001: A Space Odyssey, and also the Star Trek universe.
Richard Grigg argues that science fiction is born of nostalgia for a truly 'Other' reality that is no
longer available to us, and that the most accurate way to see the relationship between science
fiction and traditional approaches to the sacred is as an imitation of true sacrality; this, he suggests,
is the best option in a secular age. He demonstrates this by setting forth five definitions of the
sacred and then, in consecutive chapters, investigating particular works of science fiction and
showing just how they incarnate those definitions. Science Fiction and the Imitation of the Sacred
also considers the qualifiers that suggest that science fiction can only imitate the sacred, not
genuinely replicate it, and assesses the implications of this investigation for our understanding of
secularity and science fiction.

wesleyan anthology of science fiction: Science Fiction and the Dismal Science Gary Westfahl,
Gregory Benford, Howard V. Hendrix, 2019-12-10 Despite the growing importance of economics in
our lives, literary scholars have long been reluctant to consider economic issues as they examine key
texts. This volume seeks to fill one of these conspicuous gaps in the critical literature by focusing on
various connections between science fiction and economics, with some attention to related fields
such as politics and government. Its seventeen contributors include five award-winning scholars, five
science fiction writers, and a widely published economist. Three topics are covered: what noted
science fiction writers like Robert A. Heinlein, Frank Herbert, and Kim Stanley Robinson have had to
say about our economic and political future; how the competitive and ever-changing publishing
marketplace has affected the growth and development of science fiction from the nineteenth century
to today; and how the scholars who examine science fiction have themselves been influenced by the
economics of academia. Although the essays focus primarily on American science fiction, the
traditions of Russian and Chinese science fiction are also examined. A comprehensive bibliography
of works related to science fiction and economics will assist other readers and critics who are
interested in this subject.

wesleyan anthology of science fiction: Speculative Epistemologies John Rieder, 2021-09-15
Speculative Epistemologies is about truth effects in sf, which stands for both science fiction and
speculative fiction. It examines six narratives, one from each decade from the 1960s to the 2010s,
that challenge dominant assumptions about the normal, the possible, and the real. It asks what the
patterns of overlap and interference generated by texts located in border territories that make their
identification as sf problematic, and sometimes controversial, can reveal about the dynamics of sf’s
multiple subcultures (e.g. professionals, academics, and fans); the complexity of the genre’s
communities of practice and their routes of production, distribution, and reception; and the genre’s
shifting position within a broadly conceived field of literary and cultural production. The “speculative
epistemologies” in these stories are counter-hegemonic ways of knowing, ways of imagining knowing
differently, and the focus of this study is their effect on the formation of identities and communities.
Combining the methods of genre theory, reception theory, and the sociology of cultural production,
the readings of these six narratives trace a history of sf’s increasingly feminist, racially and
ethnically diverse, philosophically ambitious, and politically engaged character from the 1960s to the
present.

wesleyan anthology of science fiction: The Many Lives of The Twilight Zone Ron Riekki,
Kevin J. Wetmore, Jr., 2022-10-12 More than sixty years after the The Twilight Zone debuted on



television, the show remains a cultural phenomenon, including a feature film, three television
reboots, a comic book series, a magazine and a theatrical production. This collection of new essays
offers a roadmap through a dimension not only of sight and sound, but of mind. Scholars, writers,
artists and contributors to the 1980s series investigate the many incarnations of Rod Serling's
influential vision through close readings of episodes, explorations of major themes and first-person
accounts of working on the show.

wesleyan anthology of science fiction: Liminality and the Short Story Jochen Achilles, Ina
Bergmann, 2014-12-05 This book is a study of the short story, one of the widest taught genres in
English literature, from an innovative methodological perspective. Both liminality and the short story
are well-researched phenomena, but the combination of both is not frequent. This book discusses the
relevance of the concept of liminality for the short story genre and for short story cycles,
emphasizing theoretical perspectives, methodological relevance and applicability. Liminality as a
concept of demarcation and mediation between different processual stages, spatial complexes, and
inner states is of obvious importance in an age of global mobility, digital networking, and interethnic
transnationality. Over the last decade, many symposia, exhibitions, art, and publications have been
produced which thematize liminality, covering a wide range of disciplines including literary,
geographical, psychological and ethnicity studies. Liminal structuring is an essential aspect of the
aesthetic composition of short stories and the cultural messages they convey. On account of its very
brevity and episodic structure, the generic liminality of the short story privileges the depiction of
transitional situations and fleeting moments of crisis or decision. It also addresses the moral
transgressions, heterotopic orders, and forms of ambivalent self-reflection negotiated within the
short story's confines. This innovative collection focuses on both the liminality of the short story and
on liminality in the short story.

wesleyan anthology of science fiction: American Literature in Transition, 1950-1960
Steven Belletto, 2017-12-28 American Literature in Transition, 1950-1960 explores the
under-recognized complexity and variety of 1950s American literature by focalizing discussions
through a series of keywords and formats that encourage readers to draw fresh connections among
literary form and concepts, institutions, cultures, and social phenomena important to the decade.
The first section draws attention to the relationship between literature and cultural phenomena that
were new to the 1950s. The second section demonstrates the range of subject positions important in
the 1950s, but still not visible in many accounts of the era. The third section explores key literary
schools or movements associated with the decade, and explains how and why they developed at this
particular cultural moment. The final section focuses on specific forms or genres that grew to special
prominence during the 1950s. Taken together, the chapters in the four sections not only encourage
us to rethink familiar texts and figures in new lights, but they also propose new archives for future
study of the decade.

wesleyan anthology of science fiction: Roger Zelazny F. Brett Cox, 2021-05-11 Challenging
convention with the SF nonconformist Roger Zelazny combined poetic prose with fearless literary
ambition to become one of the most influential science fiction writers of the 1960s. Yet many critics
found his later novels underachieving and his turn to fantasy a disappointment. F. Brett Cox surveys
the landscape of Zelazny's creative life and contradictions. Launched by the classic 1963 short story
A Rose for Ecclesiastes, Zelazny soon won the Hugo Award for Best Novel with ...And Call Me
Conrad and two years later won again for Lord of Light. Cox looks at the author's overnight success
and follows Zelazny into a period of continued formal experimentation, the commercial triumph of
the Amber sword and sorcery novels, and renewed acclaim for Hugo-winning novellas such as Home
Is the Hangman and 24 Views of Mt. Fuji, by Hokusai. Throughout, Cox analyzes aspects of Zelazny's
art, from his preference for poetically alienated protagonists to the ways his plots reflected his
determined individualism. Clear-eyed and detailed, Roger Zelazny provides an up-to-date
reconsideration of an often-misunderstood SF maverick.

wesleyan anthology of science fiction: The New Human in Literature Mads Rosendahl
Thomsen, 2013-09-26 Twentieth-century literature changed understandings of what it meant to be



human. Mads Rosendahl Thomsen, in this historical overview, presents a record of literature's
changing ideas of mankind, questioning the degree to which literature records and creates visions of
the new human. Grounded in the theory of Niklas Luhmann and drawing on canonical works,
Thomsen uses literary changes in the mind, body and society to define the new human. He begins
with the modernist minds of Virginia Woolf, Williams Carlos Williams and Louis-Ferdinand Celine's,
discusses the society-changing concepts envisioned by Chinua Achebe, Mo Yan and Orhan Pamuk.
He concludes with science fiction, discussing Don DeLillo and Michel Houellebecq's ideas of
revolutionizing man through biotechnology. This is a study about imagination, aesthetics and ethics
that demonstrates literature's capacity to not only imagine the future but portray the conflicting
desires between individual and various collectives better than any other media. A study that
heightens reflections on human evolution and posthumanism.
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