
vagina in other languages
**Exploring the Word "Vagina" in Other Languages: A Linguistic Journey**

vagina in other languages is a fascinating topic that opens the door to understanding how different
cultures perceive and express the concept of female anatomy. Language reflects not only
communication but also societal attitudes, taboos, and cultural significance. Whether you are a
linguist, a medical professional, or simply curious, exploring how the term vagina is expressed across
various languages can be both enlightening and enriching.

The Significance of the Word "Vagina" Across Cultures

Before diving into translations and linguistic variations, it's important to recognize why the word
vagina holds such weight in cultural and social contexts. In many societies, discussing female
anatomy openly has been taboo, leading to euphemisms, slang, and varied terminology that often
carry different connotations. The way a language treats this word can reveal much about gender
norms, health education, and openness to discussing sexuality.

Medical Terminology vs. Everyday Language

In many languages, there is a clear distinction between the clinical term for vagina and the colloquial
or slang versions. For example, in English, "vagina" is the medical term, while words like "pussy" or
"vajayjay" are informal. Similarly, other languages have formal and informal terms, sometimes with
vast differences in tone and acceptability.

Vagina in Other Languages: A Linguistic Overview

Let’s explore how the word vagina is expressed in some major and diverse languages around the
world. These translations highlight both direct linguistic equivalents and cultural nuances.

Romance Languages

Romance languages, deriving from Latin, often have similar words for vagina, given their shared
roots.

- **Spanish:** "vagina" (pronounced vah-hee-nah) is used medically and formally. Informally, words
like "chocha" or "concha" (the latter more common in Argentina) serve as slang but can be vulgar
depending on context.
- **French:** "vagin" is the formal term. Colloquial terms include "chatte," which literally means "cat"
but is commonly used as slang.
- **Italian:** "vagina" remains the formal term, while "fica" is a vulgar slang word.



- **Portuguese:** "vagina" is the clinical term; "xota" or "buceta" are informal and often considered
vulgar.

Germanic Languages

Germanic languages tend to have distinct medical and colloquial terms.

- **German:** "Vagina" is formal, while "Muschi" is a common slang term.
- **Dutch:** "vagina" is the medical term, but "kut" is a widely used, though vulgar, slang word.
- **Swedish:** The formal term is "vagina," with "fitta" being the common slang term, though it is
considered vulgar.

Asian Languages

Asian languages often have unique terms influenced by cultural attitudes toward discussing anatomy.

- **Chinese (Mandarin):** The medical term is "阴道" (yīn dào), literally meaning "hidden passage."
Informal or slang terms vary regionally, and direct slang equivalents are less commonly used openly
due to cultural modesty.
- **Japanese:** "膣" (chitsu) is the formal word for vagina. Slang terms exist but tend to be less openly
used.
- **Hindi:** The formal medical term is "योिन" (yoni), which also has spiritual and cultural significance
in Hinduism as a symbol of feminine power and fertility. Informal terms vary widely by region and
dialect.

Slavic Languages

Slavic languages often have formal and informal versions that carry different connotations.

- **Russian:** "влагалище" (vlagalishche) is the formal term. The slang "пизда" (pizda) is vulgar but
commonly used in informal speech.
- **Polish:** "pochwa" is the medical term, with "cipka" being a diminutive slang term that can be
affectionate or vulgar depending on usage.

Why Understanding These Variations Matters

Knowing how vagina is expressed in other languages is useful beyond academic curiosity. For medical
professionals, translators, and educators, understanding the appropriate terminology is crucial for
effective communication. It helps ensure respect, clarity, and sensitivity, especially in multicultural
environments.



The Role of Euphemisms and Slang

In many cultures, direct references to the vagina can be considered taboo or inappropriate in polite
conversation. This often leads to the creation of euphemisms or slang, which can vary widely even
within the same language depending on region, age group, and social context. For example, in
English, terms like "lady parts" or "down there" are polite euphemisms, while others are more explicit.

Recognizing these nuances can prevent misunderstandings and help navigate conversations about
health, sexuality, or education more effectively.

Tips for Using Anatomical Terms Respectfully Across
Languages

When discussing sensitive topics such as female anatomy, it’s important to maintain respect and
cultural awareness.

- **Use formal medical terms in professional or educational settings:** This ensures clarity and avoids
offense.
- **Be mindful of slang and colloquial terms:** What might be harmless in one culture could be
offensive in another.
- **Consider the context:** In casual conversations among friends, informal terms might be
acceptable, but in formal or mixed company, sticking to medical terminology is safer.
- **Learn cultural attitudes:** Some cultures embrace open conversations about anatomy and
sexuality, while others are more reserved.

How Language Shapes Perception

Language not only reflects reality but shapes it. The way a culture names and discusses the vagina
can influence how women perceive their bodies and their own sexuality. For example, the Sanskrit
term "yoni" has a rich spiritual meaning that elevates the concept beyond anatomy, while in some
Western contexts, the word can still carry stigma or embarrassment.

Understanding these linguistic and cultural layers enriches our appreciation of language and human
experience.

Language Evolution and the Future of Anatomical
Vocabulary

Words evolve, especially in areas linked to social change. The conversation around female anatomy
has become more open in many parts of the world, leading to the development of new terms or
reclaiming old ones with positive connotations. For instance, English speakers have embraced playful
or empowering terms in feminist circles.



Similarly, languages around the globe are likely to see shifts in how vagina is discussed, reflecting
changing attitudes toward gender, sexuality, and health.

---

Exploring vagina in other languages is more than a linguistic exercise—it’s a window into culture,
history, and societal values. Whether in medical texts, everyday conversation, or cultural symbolism,
the words we use carry deep meaning and power. Understanding these differences helps foster better
communication, respect, and appreciation for diversity.

Frequently Asked Questions

How do you say 'vagina' in Spanish?
In Spanish, 'vagina' is translated as 'vagina'.

What is the French word for 'vagina'?
The French word for 'vagina' is 'vagin'.

How do you say 'vagina' in German?
In German, 'vagina' is said as 'Vagina'.

What is the Japanese term for 'vagina'?
In Japanese, 'vagina' is called '膣' (chitsu).

How do you say 'vagina' in Mandarin Chinese?
In Mandarin Chinese, 'vagina' is '阴道' (yīndào).

What is the Italian word for 'vagina'?
The Italian word for 'vagina' is 'vagina'.

How do you say 'vagina' in Russian?
In Russian, 'vagina' is 'влагалище' (vlagalishche).

Additional Resources
Vagina in Other Languages: A Linguistic and Cultural Exploration

vagina in other languages presents a fascinating window into how different cultures perceive and
articulate the human body. This term, medically and anatomically precise, carries a variety of



connotations, euphemisms, and expressions depending on linguistic and societal contexts. Exploring
the translations and usages of the word "vagina" across languages reveals not only linguistic diversity
but also cultural attitudes towards female anatomy, sexuality, and gender discourse.

The Linguistic Landscape of "Vagina"

The word "vagina" itself originates from Latin, where it literally meant "sheath" or "scabbard,"
evocative of its anatomical function. In modern medical terminology, it is universally recognized, but
everyday language often employs alternative terms that differ widely across cultures. This divergence
is particularly evident when comparing direct translations and colloquial expressions for the female
genitalia.

Direct Translations and Medical Terminology

In many languages, the term for vagina used in medical and formal contexts is a direct cognate or a
borrowing from Latin or Greek roots. Examples include:

Spanish: vagina

French: vagin

German: Vagina

Italian: vagina

Russian: влагалище (vlagalishtshe)

Japanese: 膣 (chitsu)

Mandarin Chinese: 阴道 (yīndào)

The presence of direct cognates in many European languages stems from shared medical lexicons,
which prioritize clarity and scientific accuracy. However, in Slavic languages like Russian, the term
differs more significantly, using a native compound word that translates roughly to “moist chamber,”
highlighting both linguistic uniqueness and descriptive imagery.

Colloquial and Euphemistic Variations

While medical terminology is relatively standardized, everyday language reveals a broader spectrum
of vocabulary, often shaped by cultural taboos, social norms, or humor. Many languages employ
euphemisms or slang terms for "vagina" that can range from playful to vulgar.



For instance:

English: pussy, cunt (the latter highly offensive in many contexts)

French: chatte (literally “female cat,” used colloquially)

Spanish: coño (vulgar), or more neutral terms like “entrada” (entrance)

German: Muschi (cute or diminutive), Fotze (highly offensive)

Hindi: योिन (yoni - also spiritual connotation), but colloquial terms vary by region and social
context

These variations underscore the complex interplay between language, societal respect, and gender
politics. In some cultures, euphemisms serve to soften direct references to female anatomy, reflecting
persistent taboos or discomfort.

Cultural Implications Reflected in Language

Language is a mirror of culture; thus, the way "vagina" is expressed and discussed provides insight
into gender roles, sexuality, and openness in different societies. Some cultures embed spiritual or
symbolic meanings into terminology related to female reproductive anatomy.

Spiritual and Symbolic Terms

In languages such as Sanskrit and related Indic languages, the word "yoni" is commonly used to refer
to the vagina, but it carries deeper spiritual symbolism. Yoni represents the divine feminine creative
energy and is often depicted as a sacred symbol associated with fertility and life-giving power. This
linguistic choice contrasts significantly with purely anatomical terms used in Western medicine.

Similarly, in some Indigenous American languages, terminology for female anatomy is interwoven
with cultural narratives about creation, nature, and femininity. This integration suggests a holistic
view that blends body, spirit, and community.

Taboos and Language Avoidance

In many societies, direct reference to the vagina remains taboo, leading to a proliferation of indirect
or metaphorical expressions. For example, in Japanese culture, the anatomical term 膣 (chitsu) is
medically correct but rarely used in everyday conversation, where euphemisms or circumlocutions
prevail.

In Arabic-speaking countries, references to female genitalia are often avoided in polite discourse,



replaced by vague terms or medical euphemisms. This linguistic restraint reflects broader societal
attitudes on modesty and gender roles.

Comparative Linguistic Features

Examining the phonological, morphological, and semantic features of words for "vagina" across
languages reveals interesting patterns:

Phonological Patterns

The Latin-rooted terms often retain similar phonetic structures—usually starting with a “v” or “w”
sound—across Romance and Germanic languages. In contrast, non-Indo-European languages feature
entirely different phoneme sets, illustrating their distinct linguistic evolution.

Semantic Nuances

Some languages embed additional meanings within the term itself. For example:

Russian: влагалище (vlagalishtshe) literally means “a moist vessel,” emphasizing physical
properties.

Hindi: योिन (yoni) connotes origin and sacredness, transcending mere anatomy.

Chinese: 阴道 (yīndào) combines “yin” (shadow/dark, associated with femininity) and “dao”
(path), reflecting traditional yin-yang concepts.

Such semantic layers enrich understanding and influence how the concept is perceived culturally.

Language, Gender, and Social Change

The evolution of terminology for the vagina in various languages also reflects ongoing social changes
regarding gender equality, sexual health education, and women's rights.

Progressive Shifts in Language

In many Western societies, there has been a concerted effort to destigmatize female anatomy
through education and media representation. This movement encourages the use of anatomically
correct terms in public discourse, health education, and literature, challenging previous euphemistic



or derogatory language.

Additionally, feminist linguistic activism has sought to reclaim terms historically used to demean
women, transforming them into symbols of empowerment and body positivity.

Challenges in Translation and Cross-Cultural Communication

Translating medical or educational materials about female reproductive health necessitates careful
consideration of linguistic and cultural sensitivities. What is appropriate and clear in one language
may be taboo or confusing in another.

Healthcare providers and educators must navigate these complexities to ensure effective
communication, respect cultural norms, and promote accurate understanding of anatomy and sexual
health globally.

Notable Examples of "Vagina" in Other Languages

To provide a clearer comparative picture, here are notable terms for vagina in select languages along
with cultural notes:

English: vagina (formal), pussy (colloquial), emphasizing both clinical and informal registers.1.

French: vagin (clinical), chatte (colloquial), with “chatte” carrying a playful or sexualized2.
connotation.

Spanish: vagina (formal), coño (vulgar), reflecting a wide spectrum from medical to slang.3.

Mandarin Chinese: 阴道 (yīndào), medically precise; colloquial slang tends to be euphemistic.4.

Hindi: योिन (yoni), imbued with spiritual meaning, alongside clinical terms like “yoni marg.”5.

Arabic: ِمَهبْل (mahbil), formal medical term; colloquial expressions vary widely and are often6.
avoided in polite speech.

Such diversity underscores the importance of context in language use and the interplay between
anatomy, culture, and communication.

The investigation into vagina in other languages thus opens broader discussions about linguistics,
gender, culture, and social norms. It reveals how a single anatomical term can encapsulate a
multitude of meanings shaped by history, tradition, and evolving societal values.



Vagina In Other Languages

  vagina in other languages: The Oxford Handbook of Taboo Words and Language Keith
Allan, 2019 This volume brings together experts from a wide range of disciplines to define and
describe taboo words and language and to investigate the reasons and beliefs behind them. It
examines topics such as impoliteness, swearing, censorship, taboo in deaf communities, translation
of tabooed words, and the use of taboo in banter and comedy.
  vagina in other languages: Gender Across Languages Marlis Hellinger, Heiko
Motschenbacher, 2015-04-15 This is the fourth volume of a comprehensive reference work which
provides systematic descriptions of the manifestations of gender in languages of diverse areal,
typological and socio-cultural affiliations. To the 30 languages already analysed in previous volumes,
Vol. 4 adds another 12 languages whose gendered structures have received little or no academic
attention in the past. Again, the collection includes a broad spectrum of languages: It contains
languages with and without grammatical gender, a language with noun classification and a classifier
language; larger national languages as well as smaller languages with minority status; and, of
course, members of diverse language families, i.e. Indo-European as well as Finno-Ugrian, Iroquois,
Tai-Kadai and Niger-Congo. The volume illustrates the tremendous variation found in the area of
gender representation across languages. At the same time, it will provide the much-needed material
required for an explicitly comparative approach to linguistic manifestations of gender.
  vagina in other languages: Grammar of Duhumbi (Chugpa) Timotheus Adrianus Bodt,
2020-01-13 With Grammar of Duhumbi (Chugpa), Timotheus Adrianus (Tim) Bodt provides the first
comprehensive description of any of the Western Kho-Bwa languages, a sub-group of eight linguistic
varieties of the Kho-Bwa cluster (Tibeto-Burman). Duhumbi is spoken by 600 people in the Chug
valley in West Kameng district, Arunachal Pradesh, India. The Duhumbi people, known to the outside
world as Chugpa or Chug Monpa, belong to the Monpa Scheduled Tribe. Despite that affiliation,
Duhumbi is not intelligible to speakers of any of the other Monpa languages except Khispi (Lishpa).
The volume Grammar of Duhumbi (Chugpa) describes all aspects of the language, including
phonology, morphology, lexicon, syntax and discourse. Moreover, it also contains links to additional
resources freely accessible on-line.
  vagina in other languages: The Other Ladies of Myanmar Jennifer Rigby, 2018-07-31 In
Myanmar, Aung San Suu Kyi is often not called by her name. Instead, she is just The Lady, an
honorific nickname that signifies her place in the collective imagination of her country. And from
global human rights icon to Myanmar’s de facto leader, she is certainly a towering figure. But The
Lady’s reputation has only tarnished in recent years in the face of the persecution of her country’s
Rohingya minority. In this new book, we present some of Myanmar’s other ladies: women from
across the social spectrum who are changing their country, and its perceptions of gender, from the
ground up. From the artist who defied the junta to hand out sanitary towels at her exhibition, to the
Muslim campaigner who has already spent a quarter of her life in prison; from the feminist Buddhist
nun to the pop star who gets called a whore for performing; these are the voices of The Other Ladies
of Myanmar.
  vagina in other languages: Australian Languages R. M. W. Dixon, 2002-11-14 Professor
Dixon presents a comprehensive study of the indigenous languages of Australia.
  vagina in other languages: Ekoid Bantu Languages of Ogoja, Eastern Nigeria, Part 1,
Introduction, Phonology and Comparative Vocabulary David W. Crabb, 1965 Dr Crabb's 1965
study of the Ekoid Bantu languages of Ogoja examines these related languages as a basis of
comparative historical research. He chose fourteen of these Ekoid languages as representative of a
number of languages in the north-west area of Nigeria bordering on the Bantu language area, whose
status as Bantu languages has been open to question. This study is based on extensive field work
and presents comparatively the phonologies and selected vocabularies of the languages.
  vagina in other languages: The Routledge Encyclopedia of the Chinese Language Chan
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Sin-Wai, 2016-04-14 The Routledge Encyclopedia of the Chinese Language is an invaluable resource
for language learners and linguists of Chinese worldwide, those interested readers of Chinese
literature and cultures, and scholars in Chinese studies. Featuring the research on the changing
landscape of the Chinese language by a number of eminent academics in the field, this volume will
meet the academic, linguistic and pedagogical needs of anyone interested in the Chinese language:
from Sinologists to Chinese linguists, as well as teachers and learners of Chinese as a second
language. The encyclopedia explores a range of topics: from research on oracle bone and bronze
inscriptions, to Chinese language acquisition, to the language of the mass media. This reference
offers a guide to shifts over time in thinking about the Chinese language as well as providing an
overview of contemporary themes, debates and research interests. The editors and contributors are
assisted by an editorial board comprised of the best and most experienced sinologists world-wide.
The reference includes an introduction, written by the editor, which places the assembled texts in
their historical and intellectual context. The Encyclopedia of the Chinese Language is destined to be
valued by scholars and students as a vital research resource.
  vagina in other languages: Heavy Flow Amanda Laird, 2019-02-23 Finalist for the 2020 Kobo
Emerging Writer Prize in Nonfiction What do you know about your menstrual cycle? Your menstrual
cycle is your fifth vital sign — a barometer of health and wellness that is as telling as your pulse or
blood pressure. Yet most of us see our periods as nothing more than a source of inconvenience and
embarrassment. The reasons for this are vast and complex and many are rooted in misogyny. The
fact is, women the world over are taught the bare minimum about menstruation, and the messages
they do receive are negative: that periods are painful and gross, that they turn us into hormonal
messes, and that they shouldn't be discussed. By examining the history of period shame and stigma
and its effects on women’s health and wellness today as well as providing a crash course in
menstrual self-care, Heavy Flow aims to lift the veil on menstruation, breaking the curse once and
for all.
  vagina in other languages: A Grammar of Coastal Marind Bruno Olsson, 2021-06-08 This
grammar provides the first modern, comprehensive description of Coastal Marind. It is a Papuan
language spoken by the coastal-dwelling Marind-Anim, formerly expansionistic head-hunters of the
Southern New Guinea lowlands. Like the other languages of the poorly known Anim family, Coastal
Marind features astonishingly complex verb morphology and a range of unusual phenomena,
including indexing of up to four arguments on the verb, verbal marking of focus (the 'Orientation'
system), engagement prefixes tracking the attention of the addressee, and a system of four genders
realised by intricate agreement patterns. The structure of the language is examined in a detailed but
accessible way, and its many complexities are brought to life by contextualised spontaneous data,
drawn from a rich audio-visual corpus.
  vagina in other languages: The Geography of Words Danko Sipka, 2021-12-16 An engaging
celebration of global linguistic diversity, with plenty of fascinating cases of cross-linguistic variation
in each chapter.
  vagina in other languages: Still Beating the Drum Lindy Stiebel, Elizabeth Gunner, 2005
Lewis Nkosi is one of South Africa's foremost writers and critics, and one of the few survivors of the
exile generation dating from the Drum era. Up until now, however, no full length study has been
done on his work. This is a gap in South African literary history and criticism that this book is
intended to fill. Besides his well known earlier works, Nkosi is still very much an active writer as the
publication in 2002 of his novel, Underground People, shows, with his latest novel due out in 2005.
The timing of Still Beating the Drum, a book which intends to highlight and evaluate his extensive
and varied oeuvre, is thus appropriate. Given Lewis Nkosi's life trajectory, this volume will appeal to
readers interested in South African and African literature, both in South Africa and abroad.
  vagina in other languages: Translating Feminism in China Zhongli Yu, 2015-06-05 This
book explores translation of feminism in China through examining several Chinese translations of
two typical feminist works: The Second Sex (TSS, Beauvoir 1949/1952) and The Vagina Monologues
(TVM, Ensler 1998). TSS exposes the cultural construction of woman while TVM reveals the



pervasiveness of sexual oppression toward women. The female body and female sexuality (including
lesbian sexuality) constitute a challenge to the Chinese translators due to cultural differences and
sexuality still being a sensitive topic in China. This book investigates from gender and feminist
perspectives, how TSS and TVM have been translated and received in China, with special attention
to how the translators meet the challenges. Since translation is the gateway to the reception of
feminism, an examination of the translations should reveal the response to feminism of the translator
as the first reader and gatekeeper, and how feminism is translated both ideologically and technically
in China. The translators’ decisions are discussed within the social, historical, and political contexts.
Translating Feminism in China discusses, among other issues: Feminist Translation: Practice,
Theory, and Studies Translating the Female Body and Sexuality Translating Lesbianism Censorship,
Sexuality, and Translation This book will be relevant to postgraduate students and researchers of
translation studies. It will also interest academics interested in feminism, gender studies and
Chinese literature and culture. Zhongli Yu is Assistant Professor of Translation Studies at the
University of Nottingham Ningbo China (UNNC).
  vagina in other languages: Proceedings - Pacific Northwest Conference on Foreign Languages
, 1972
  vagina in other languages: Virgin Hanne Blank, 2008-03-04 A provocative social history
examines the history of virginity and of noted virgins in Western culture, describing the unique
fascination civilization has had for virginity from a social, political, economic, philosophical, medical,
and legal standpoint. Reprint.
  vagina in other languages: Authority in Language James Milroy, Lesley Milroy, 2012-03-12
Authority in Language explores the perennially topical and controversial notion of correct and
incorrect language. James and Lesley Milroy cover the long-running debate over the teaching of
Standard English in Britain and compare the language ideologies in Britain and the USA, involving a
discussion of the English-Only movement and the Ebonics controversy. They consider the historical
process of standardisation and its social consequences, in particular discrimination against
low-status and ethnic minority groups on the basis of their language traits. This Routledge
Linguistics Classic is here reissued with a new foreword and a new afterword in which the authors
broaden their earlier concept of language ideology. Authority in Language is indispensable reading
for educationalists, teachers and linguists and a long-standing text for courses in sociolinguistics,
modern English grammar, history of English and language ideology.
  vagina in other languages: What Is Sociolinguistics? Gerard Van Herk, 2017-09-29 How is our
language affected by our ethnicity, gender, and region? How are our conversations and other
interactions structured? How does society view and regulate language? How do we use language to
present ourselves to others? In this revised and updated second edition of the popular What Is
Sociolinguistics? Gerard Van Herk explores these and other intriguing questions about language,
how we use it, and its relationships to society. Van Herk guides the reader on a tour through the
major issues that define the field, including region, status, gender, time, language attitudes,
interaction, and style, at the same time exploring the sociolinguistics of multilingualism, culture and
ethnicity, language contact, and education. This second edition has been revised and updated to
include new and more exercises, discussion questions, and suggested readings, as well as expanded
chapters exploring gender duality and Latino English. Key readings are introduced in Van Herk’s
clear and engaging voice, which accompanies the text throughout, providing an accessible point of
entry for those new to, or less familiar with, sociolinguistics. Chapter summaries and textboxes are
similarly employed to signpost and illuminate learning. A companion website features PowerPoint
slides for each chapter with suggestions for framing class discussions and exercises, further
examples of concepts discussed, additional reading suggestions, and ready-to-go slides for class
presentation. Packed with the latest research and practical teaching aids, What is Sociolinguistics?
Second edition retains the highly-praised character of its predecessor and provides an essential
up-to-date text for both students and instructors alike.
  vagina in other languages: This is How You Vagina Nicole E. Williams, MD, 2021-09-21 The



history, mystery, and majesty of the most fascinating organ In This is How You Vagina, Dr. Nicole
Williams presents readers with a much-needed education on the history, science, and attitudes of the
most fascinating and misunderstood part of the female anatomy: the vagina. She covers valuable
information about sexual function, childbirth, and physiology and provides answers to her patients’
(and probably your) most asked questions. She matter-of-factly dispels the most common myths and
misinformation concerning female genitalia, including— • No, your vagina doesn’t need steaming •
Those panty liners are unnecessary—your vagina needs to breathe • It’s actually perfectly normal for
your vagina to have an odor—consider it your personal brand This book is an easy-to-understand
guide, complete with illustrations, for women to explore and understand their vaginas in a way they
never have before. You will learn what's normal and what's not, including that, yes, yours is most
certainly normal too. This is How You Vagina is essential reading for anyone who is looking to better
understand the form and function of this most majestic and fascinating organ.
  vagina in other languages: Basic Linguistic Theory Volume 2 R. M. W. Dixon, 2010 R.M.W.
Dixon provides a comprehensive guide to the nature of human languages and their description and
analysis. The books are a one-stop text for undergraduate and graduate students, the outcome of a
lifetime's immersion in every aspect of language.
  vagina in other languages: Language, Gender and Sexual Identity Heiko Motschenbacher,
2010 This book makes an innovative contribution to the relatively young field of Queer Linguistics.
Subscribing to a poststructuralist framework, it presents a critical, deconstructionist perspective on
the discursive construction of heteronormativity and gender binarism from a linguistic point of view.
On the one hand, the book provides an outline of Queer approaches to issues of language, gender
and sexual identity that is of interest to students and scholars new to the field. On the other hand,
the empirical analyses of language data represent material that also appeals to experts in the field.
The book deals with repercussions of the discursive materialisation of heteronormativity and gender
binarism in various kinds of linguistic data. These include stereotypical genderlects, structural
linguistic gender categories (especially from a contrastive linguistic point of view), the discursive
sedimentation of female and feminine generics, linguistic constructions of the gendered body in
advertising and the usage of personal reference forms to create characters in Queer Cinema.
Throughout the book, readers become aware of the wounding potential that gendered linguistic
forms may possess in certain contexts.
  vagina in other languages: The Nordic Languages. Volume 1 Oscar Bandle, Kurt Braunmüller,
Ernst Hakon Jahr, Allan Karker, Hans-Peter Naumann, Ulf Telemann, Lennart Elmevik, Gun
Widmark, 2008-07-14 No detailed description available for NORDIC LANGUAGES (BANDLE) 1.TLBD
HSK 22.1 E-BOOK.
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