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Things Fall Apart Novel by Chinua Achebe: A Timeless Exploration of Culture and Change

things fall apart novel by chinua achebe stands as one of the most influential works in
African literature and world literature at large. First published in 1958, this novel offers a
profound insight into the life of the Igbo society in Nigeria before and during the early
days of British colonialism. Chinua Achebe masterfully blends rich cultural narratives with
the personal tragedy of his protagonist, making it a compelling read that continues to
resonate with readers worldwide. If you’re curious about the themes, characters, and
lasting impact of this classic, this article will walk you through the essential elements that
make Things Fall Apart a must-read.

The Historical and Cultural Context of Things Fall
Apart Novel by Chinua Achebe

To fully appreciate the novel, it's crucial to understand the backdrop against which
Achebe wrote. The story is set in pre-colonial Nigeria, focusing on the Igbo community’s
traditions, beliefs, and social structures. Achebe was responding to Western literature that
often misrepresented African societies as primitive or chaotic. By telling the story from an
insider’s perspective, he gave a voice to a culture that was largely silenced in global
narratives.

The Igbo Society and Its Traditions

The Igbo culture, as portrayed in Things Fall Apart, is rich and complex. The novel delves
into various aspects of Igbo life including:

- The clan’s social hierarchy and roles, such as the role of elders, warriors, and women.
- Religious beliefs centered around gods, ancestral spirits, and rituals.
- The significance of ceremonies, such as weddings and funerals.
- Justice systems and conflict resolution through councils and elders.

Understanding these traditions helps readers grasp the gravity of the changes brought by
colonialism and Christianity, which are pivotal to the novel’s plot.

Plot Overview: The Rise and Fall of Okonkwo

At the heart of Things Fall Apart is the story of Okonkwo, a respected leader and warrior
in his village. His life reflects both personal ambition and the broader societal changes
that disrupt the fabric of his culture.



Okonkwo’s Character and Motivations

Okonkwo is portrayed as a man driven by the desire to distance himself from the legacy of
his father, who was considered weak and improvident. This motivation fuels Okonkwo’s
relentless pursuit of masculinity, status, and respect. Achebe paints him as a complex
character – proud, stubborn, but also deeply human. His flaws and virtues mirror the
tensions within Igbo society itself.

The Impact of Colonialism and Christianity

As British missionaries and colonial administrators arrive, they introduce new beliefs and
governance systems. This creates divisions within the Igbo community and challenges
traditional ways of life. Okonkwo’s resistance to these changes ultimately leads to his
tragic downfall. Achebe uses this conflict to explore themes of cultural clash, identity, and
loss.

Themes and Symbolism in Things Fall Apart Novel
by Chinua Achebe

One of the reasons Things Fall Apart remains relevant is its rich thematic content, which
invites readers to reflect on universal questions.

Tradition vs. Change

The novel vividly illustrates the tension between preserving cultural heritage and adapting
to inevitable change. Achebe neither romanticizes the past nor demonizes colonialism
outright; instead, he presents a nuanced view that acknowledges the complexity of
historical transitions.

Masculinity and Pride

Okonkwo’s obsession with strength and masculinity is a driving force in the novel. His
rigid understanding of manhood leads to internal and external conflicts, symbolizing how
societal expectations can be both empowering and destructive.

Fate and Free Will

Throughout the narrative, the interplay between destiny and personal choice is explored.
Characters face circumstances beyond their control, yet their decisions shape their
outcomes—an interplay that adds depth to the story.



Symbolism

Achebe uses various symbols to enrich the narrative:

- The locusts symbolize the arrival of colonizers, initially seen as a natural event but
eventually bringing destruction.
- The egwugwu represent ancestral spirits and the authority of traditional law.
- Fire, associated with Okonkwo, symbolizes both his fiery temper and his drive.

The Literary Style and Narrative Technique

Achebe’s writing style in Things Fall Apart is straightforward yet poetic, blending English
prose with Igbo proverbs and storytelling techniques. This creates an authentic voice that
resonates with both African and global audiences.

Use of Proverbs and Folklore

Proverbs are a key feature in Igbo communication and are woven throughout the novel,
enhancing its cultural texture. These sayings provide wisdom, humor, and insight, making
the dialogue lively and meaningful.

Third-Person Omniscient Narration

The narrative perspective allows readers to understand multiple characters and
viewpoints, which helps in appreciating the complexity of the society portrayed.

Why Things Fall Apart Novel by Chinua Achebe
Remains Relevant Today

More than six decades after its publication, Things Fall Apart continues to be studied,
debated, and cherished. Its relevance stems from several factors:

Cultural Representation: It provides an authentic portrayal of African life before
colonial disruption, countering stereotypes.

Colonial Legacy: The novel sparks conversations about the impact of imperialism,
which still affect many societies today.

Human Nature: Its exploration of themes like pride, tradition, and change are
universal and timeless.



Educational Value: It is widely taught in schools worldwide, helping students
understand global history and literature.

Tips for Readers Approaching the Novel

If you’re new to Things Fall Apart, here are some suggestions to enhance your reading
experience:

Take Time with Cultural References: Don’t rush past unfamiliar terms or1.
customs; consider researching Igbo culture for deeper understanding.

Reflect on the Characters’ Motivations: Okonkwo’s actions might seem harsh,2.
but placing them in cultural context reveals their complexity.

Notice the Language: Pay attention to the proverbs and their meanings—they add3.
layers of wisdom.

Consider the Historical Context: Understanding colonialism’s impact enriches4.
your appreciation of the novel’s themes.

Impact and Legacy of Things Fall Apart Novel by
Chinua Achebe

Chinua Achebe’s debut novel transformed African literature and opened doors for
countless writers. It challenged Western narratives and paved the way for more diverse
voices in global storytelling. The book’s success also helped establish Nigerian literature
as a vital part of world literature.

Influence on African and World Literature

Many African authors cite Things Fall Apart as a source of inspiration. It set a precedent
for writing that embraces indigenous languages, storytelling forms, and cultural identity.

Adaptations and Continued Popularity

The novel has been adapted into plays, radio dramas, and even influenced film. Its themes
continue to resonate with new generations, demonstrating its enduring power.



---

Whether you’re reading Things Fall Apart novel by Chinua Achebe for academic purposes
or personal enrichment, it offers a window into a world that is both specific in its cultural
setting and universal in its human struggles. Achebe’s storytelling invites us to listen,
learn, and reflect on the complexities of culture, identity, and change in an ever-evolving
world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'Things Fall Apart' by
Chinua Achebe?
The central theme of 'Things Fall Apart' is the clash between traditional Igbo society and
the changes brought by European colonialism and Christian missionaries, exploring the
impact of cultural collision and the struggle to maintain identity.

Who is the protagonist of 'Things Fall Apart' and what
are his main characteristics?
The protagonist is Okonkwo, a respected Igbo warrior known for his strength, pride, and
strict adherence to traditional values. He is determined to overcome his father's legacy of
weakness and failure.

How does Chinua Achebe portray Igbo culture in the
novel?
Achebe portrays Igbo culture with depth and nuance, highlighting its complex social
structures, customs, religion, and values, thereby challenging colonial stereotypes of
African societies as primitive.

What role does fate and personal choice play in 'Things
Fall Apart'?
Fate and personal choice intertwine, as Okonkwo's downfall is influenced by both his rigid
choices and unforeseen circumstances, illustrating the tension between individual agency
and destiny.

How is colonialism depicted in 'Things Fall Apart'?
Colonialism is depicted as a disruptive force that undermines traditional Igbo society,
introducing new religions, laws, and governance that lead to cultural disintegration and
conflict.



What is the significance of the title 'Things Fall Apart'?
The title symbolizes the disintegration of Igbo society and Okonkwo's personal collapse
under the pressures of colonialism and cultural change, reflecting the broader theme of
societal breakdown.

How does Achebe use language and narrative style in
the novel?
Achebe uses a straightforward narrative style infused with Igbo proverbs, folktales, and
idioms, which enriches the storytelling and provides authentic insight into Igbo oral
tradition and worldview.

What impact has 'Things Fall Apart' had on African
literature and postcolonial studies?
'Things Fall Apart' is a foundational work in African literature and postcolonial studies,
offering a powerful indigenous perspective that challenges colonial narratives and has
inspired generations of writers and scholars worldwide.

Additional Resources
**Exploring the Depths of "Things Fall Apart" Novel by Chinua Achebe**

things fall apart novel by chinua achebe stands as a monumental work in African
literature and postcolonial studies, offering profound insights into indigenous cultures and
the effects of colonialism. First published in 1958, this seminal novel marked a turning
point in global literature by providing a narrative from the perspective of the colonized,
challenging Eurocentric depictions of Africa. Chinua Achebe’s storytelling transcends
mere fiction; it is a cultural archive, a social commentary, and an exploration of identity
and change.

In-depth Analysis of "Things Fall Apart" Novel by
Chinua Achebe

Achebe’s narrative is set in the Igbo society of southeastern Nigeria during the late 19th
century, a time when European colonial forces and Christian missionaries began to
encroach on indigenous lands. The novel’s protagonist, Okonkwo, is a respected warrior
and leader in his clan whose personal story reflects broader societal transformations.
Through Okonkwo’s rise and tragic fall, Achebe encapsulates the tensions between
tradition and change, individual ambition and communal values, and indigenous belief
systems versus foreign influence.



Thematic Exploration

At its core, the novel grapples with themes of cultural collision and the fragility of social
structures. Achebe meticulously portrays Igbo customs, rituals, and governance,
illustrating a complex society with its own laws and moral codes. The arrival of colonial
authorities disrupts this balance, leading to conflicts that are both external—as seen in
clashes with colonial agents—and internal, with community members divided over
adaptation versus resistance.

Another prominent theme is masculinity and identity. Okonkwo’s character is defined by
his fear of weakness and failure, largely influenced by his father’s shortcomings. This fear
drives him to embody a rigid, often harsh form of masculinity, which ultimately
contributes to his downfall. Achebe uses this personal tragedy to reflect on broader
societal pressures and the consequences of inflexibility in the face of change.

Characterization and Narrative Style

Achebe’s narrative technique blends traditional oral storytelling with a modern literary
style. His prose is accessible yet rich with cultural references, proverbs, and folklore,
which serve to immerse readers in Igbo life. The novel’s structure—divided into three
parts—chronicles pre-colonial life, the arrival of missionaries and colonial rule, and the
resulting cultural upheaval.

Okonkwo is a complex protagonist whose virtues and flaws are vividly portrayed.
Supporting characters, such as Nwoye (Okonkwo’s son), represent alternative responses
to colonial influence, highlighting generational and ideological divides. This nuanced
characterization prevents the novel from becoming a simplistic dichotomy of good versus
evil or tradition versus modernity.

The Historical and Cultural Context of Things Fall
Apart

Understanding the historical backdrop is essential to fully appreciate the novel’s
significance. Chinua Achebe wrote during a period when African voices were emerging in
literature to counteract colonial narratives that often depicted African societies as
primitive or chaotic. "Things Fall Apart" is part of this literary awakening, offering a
counter-history that honors the dignity and complexity of African cultures.

Impact on African Literature and Global Perceptions

"Things fall apart novel by chinua achebe" has had a profound influence on both African
literature and global perceptions of Africa. It is credited with paving the way for
subsequent generations of African writers who seek to reclaim their histories and



identities. The novel is frequently included in academic curricula worldwide, serving as a
critical text in postcolonial studies and comparative literature.

In comparison to other colonial-era narratives, Achebe’s work stands out for its balanced
portrayal of indigenous life and its critical yet empathetic depiction of the colonial
encounter. Unlike earlier portrayals that often marginalized African voices, Achebe’s
narrative centers African perspectives, reshaping how readers understand the continent’s
past.

Language and Symbolism

Achebe’s use of language is integral to the novel’s authenticity and power. Although
written in English, "Things Fall Apart" incorporates Igbo terms, idioms, and storytelling
techniques that preserve the cultural essence. This linguistic strategy not only educates
readers about Igbo culture but also challenges the dominance of colonial languages by
demonstrating their adaptability.

Symbolism permeates the novel, with key motifs such as the locusts, which foreshadow the
arrival of the colonizers, and the yam, symbolizing wealth, masculinity, and social status.
Such symbols enrich the narrative, providing layers of meaning that invite analysis and
interpretation.

Critical Reception and Contemporary Relevance

Since its publication, "Things Fall Apart" has received widespread critical acclaim and
remains one of the most widely read African novels globally. It has been translated into
numerous languages, reflecting its universal themes and enduring appeal.

Pros and Cons in Literary Criticism

Pros: The novel’s vivid portrayal of Igbo life, its pioneering role in African literature,
and its complex characters are frequently praised. Scholars commend Achebe for
humanizing African societies during a time when such representation was rare.

Cons: Some critics argue that Achebe’s depiction of Igbo society is idealized or that
the narrative lacks female perspectives, with women often portrayed in traditional,
secondary roles. Others suggest that the novel’s focus on Okonkwo’s masculinity may
overshadow other societal dimensions.

Despite these critiques, the novel’s strengths have solidified its status as a classic.



Relevance in Modern Discussions

In today’s global discourse on colonial legacies, identity politics, and cultural preservation,
"things fall apart novel by chinua achebe" remains highly relevant. It encourages readers
to reflect on the consequences of cultural disruption and the importance of understanding
diverse worldviews. The novel also prompts ongoing conversations about how history is
recorded and whose voices are amplified.

The novel’s examination of cultural resilience and change resonates in contemporary
contexts where indigenous communities face similar challenges. Its insights into the
complexities of adaptation and resistance continue to inspire scholars, educators, and
readers worldwide.

---

Chinua Achebe’s "Things Fall Apart" transcends its narrative as a novel, functioning as a
bridge between cultures and eras. Through its detailed depiction of Igbo society and the
tumultuous impact of colonialism, the work invites a deeper understanding of Africa’s past
and its enduring legacies. Its literary artistry and cultural significance ensure that it
remains an essential read for anyone interested in history, literature, and the dynamics of
cultural encounter.

Things Fall Apart Novel By Chinua Achebe

  things fall apart novel by chinua achebe: Things Fall Apart Chinua Achebe, 1996 Achebe's
masterpiece tells the story of Okonkwo, strongman of an Ibo village in Nigeria, as he witnesses the
destruction of his culture and the loss of his own place within it. Copyright © Libri GmbH. All rights
reserved.
  things fall apart novel by chinua achebe: Things Fall Apart Chinua Achebe, 1994-09-01 “A
true classic of world literature . . . A masterpiece that has inspired generations of writers in Nigeria,
across Africa, and around the world.” —Barack Obama “African literature is incomplete and
unthinkable without the works of Chinua Achebe.” —Toni Morrison A magical writer - one of the
greates of the twentieth century. —Margaret Atwood Named one of America's most-loved novels by
PBS’s The Great American Read Things Fall Apart is the first of three novels in Chinua Achebe's
critically acclaimed African Trilogy. It is a classic narrative about Africa's cataclysmic encounter
with Europe as it establishes a colonial presence on the continent. Told through the fictional
experiences of Okonkwo, a wealthy and fearless Igbo warrior of Umuofia in the late 1800s, Things
Fall Apart explores one man's futile resistance to the devaluing of his Igbo traditions by British
political andreligious forces and his despair as his community capitulates to the powerful new order.
With more than twenty million copies sold and translated into fifty-seven languages, Things Fall
Apart provides one of the most illuminating and permanent monuments to African experience.
Achebe does not only capture life in a pre-colonial African village, he conveys the tragedy of the loss
of that world while broadening our understanding of our contemporary realities.
  things fall apart novel by chinua achebe: Achebe's Things Fall Apart Ode Ogede,
2007-05-16 A Reader's Guide to one of the best known African novels, Chinua Achebe's Things Fall
Apart
  things fall apart novel by chinua achebe: Chinua Achebe's Things Fall Apart Isidore

https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-147/things-fall-apart-novel-by-chinua-achebe.pdf


Okpewho, 2003 Chinua Achebe is Africa's most prominent writer, and Things Fall Apart (1958) is the
most renowned and widely-read African novel in the global literary canon. The essays collected in
this casebook explore the work's artistic, multicultural, and global significance from a variety of
critical perspectives.
  things fall apart novel by chinua achebe: Things Fall Apart Chinua Achebe, 2009-04-21
THINGS FALL APART tells two overlapping, intertwining stories, both of which center around
Okonkwo, a “strong man” of an Ibo village in Nigeria. The first of these stories traces Okonkwo's fall
from grace with the tribal world in which he lives, and in its classical purity of line and economical
beauty it provides us with a powerful fable about the immemorial conflict between the individual and
society. The second story, which is as modern as the first is ancient, and which elevates the book to
a tragic plane, concerns the clash of cultures and the destruction of Okonkwo's world through the
arrival of aggressive, proselytizing European missionaries. These twin dramas are perfectly
harmonized, and they are modulated by an awareness capable of encompassing at once the life of
nature, human history, and the mysterious compulsions of the soul. THINGS FALL APART is the
most illuminating and permanent monument we have to the modern African experience as seen from
within.
  things fall apart novel by chinua achebe: The Fiction of Chinua Achebe Jago Morrison,
2009-07-23 Since the emergence of Things Fall Apart in 1958, Chinua Achebe has come to be
regarded by many as the 'Godfather' of modern African writing. Over 150 full length studies of his
work have been published, together with many hundreds of scholarly articles. This Reader's Guide
enables students to navigate the rich and bewildering field of Achebe criticism, setting out the key
areas of critical debate, the most influential alternative approaches to his work and the
controversies that have so often surrounded it. The Guide examines Achebe's key novels - with the
main focus on Things Fall Apart - and also discusses his less well-known short fiction. Including
discussion of important Nigerian scholarship that is often inaccessible, this is an invaluable
introduction to the work of one of Africa's most important and popular writers.
  things fall apart novel by chinua achebe: Chinua Achebe's Things Fall Apart Whittaker,
  things fall apart novel by chinua achebe: The Postcolonial Novel Richard Lane,
2006-07-21 Richard Lane explores the themes surrounding the postcolonial novel written in English.
  things fall apart novel by chinua achebe: The elements of Post Modern Literature in
"Things Fall Apart" by Chinua Achebe Romina Dimo, 2020-08-31 Essay from the year 2020 in the
subject American Studies - Literature, grade: A, , language: English, abstract: Despite fateful
situations, at the end of the 20th century postmodernist literature was developed. This type of
literature deals more with the psychology of characters and also the readers, reflect the bitter
reality of the time and was more characterized by pessimism. If modernist writers at the end of the
day, see a light at the end of the tunnel, this did not happen with post-modernist writers. In this
essay, I will make an analysis of the elements of this literature, in one of Chinua Achebe's most
famous works, Things Fall Apart.
  things fall apart novel by chinua achebe: The Chinua Achebe Encyclopedia M. Keith
Booker, 2003-12-30 Several hundred A-Z entries cover Achebe's major works, important characters
and settings, key concepts and issues, and more. Though best known as a novelist, Achebe is also a
critic, activist, and spokesman for African culture. This reference is a comprehensive and
authoritative guide to his life and writings. Included are several hundred alphabetically arranged
entries. Some of these are substantive summary discussions of Achebe's major works of fiction,
nonfiction, and poetry. Entries are written by expert contributors and close with brief bibliographies.
The volume also provides a general bibliography and chronology. Nigerian writer Chinua Achebe is
widely regarded as the most important of the numerous African novelists who gained global
attention in the second half of the 20th century. Achebe is certainly the African writer best known in
the West, and his first novel, Things Fall Apart, is a founding text of postcolonial African literature
and regarded as one of the central works of world literature of the last 50 years. Though best known
as a novelist, Achebe is also a critic, activist, and spokesman for African culture. This reference is a



comprehensive and authoritative guide to his life and writings. Included are several hundred
alphabetically arranged entries. Some of these are substantive summary discussions of Achebe's
major works of fiction, nonfiction, and poetry. Other topics include all of his major fictional
characters and settings, important concepts and issues central to his writings, historical persons,
places, and events relevant to his works, and influential texts by other writers. Entries are written by
expert contributors and close with brief bibliographies. The volume also provides a general
bibliography and chronology.
  things fall apart novel by chinua achebe: Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe (Book
Analysis) Bright Summaries, 2018-05-31
  things fall apart novel by chinua achebe: Chinua Achebe's Things Fall Apart David
Whittaker, Mpalive-Hangson Msiska, 2007-11-08 Offering an insight into African culture that had
not been portrayed before, Things Fall Apart is the tragic story of an individual set in the wider
context of colonialism, as well as a powerful and complex political statement of cross-cultural
encounters. This guide offers an accessible introduction to the text and contexts of Things Fall
Apart, surveying the many interpretations of the text from publication to the present and the critical
material that surrounds it.
  things fall apart novel by chinua achebe: Understanding Things Fall Apart Solomon
Ogbede Iyasẹre, 1998 Critical essays on Chinua Achebe's novel, Things fall apart.
  things fall apart novel by chinua achebe: Chinua Achebe and the Igbo-African World
Chima J. Korieh, Ijeoma C. Nwajiaku, 2022-04-12 Chinua Achebe and the Igbo-African World:
Between Fiction, Fact, and Historical Representation explores Chinua Achebe’s literary works and
how they communicated the Igbo-African world to readers. Engaging in the politics of
representation, Achebe sought to demystify deterministic views of race and cultural ethnocentrism.
While his books and commentaries have been very influential in shaping a unique and multifaceted
view of the African world, some scholars have challenged Achebe’s representations of historical
reality. Through in-depth analyses of his writing, contributors examine the interpretations Achebe
imposed on African culture and history in his texts. The chapters cover Achebe’s engagement with
critical issues like historical representation, gender relations, and indigenous political institutions in
a changing society. Throughout, contributors present new ways for understanding Achebe's literary
works and show how his work draws from African historical reality and identity while challenging
Western epistemological hegemony.
  things fall apart novel by chinua achebe: Explorations in World Literature Carole M.
Shaffer-Koros, Jessie M. Reppy, 1998-07-13 From Homer to Kafka to Marquez, this anthology
introduces students to world literature and differing cultures while improving their academic skills
in listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Explorations in World Literature offers 32 classic and
contemporary selections from around the world and presents a broad spectrum of literary styles and
balanced racial, ethnic, and gender perspectives. With a variety of postreading activities, this text
provides students with a solid introduction to some of the best of world literature.
  things fall apart novel by chinua achebe: Things Fall Apart Chinua Achebe,, 2015-05-25
Things Fall Apart is a post-colonial novel written by Nigerian author Chinua Achebe in 1958. It is
seen as the archetypal modern African novel in English, one of the first to receive global critical
acclaim. It is a staple book in schools throughout Africa and is widely read and studied in
English-speaking countries around the world. It was first published in 1958 by William Heinemann
Ltd in the UK; in 1962, it was also the first work published in Heinemann's African Writers Series.
The title of the novel comes from a line in W. B. Yeats' poem The Second Coming
  things fall apart novel by chinua achebe: Encyclopedia of the Novel Paul Schellinger,
2014-04-08 The Encyclopedia of the Novel is the first reference book that focuses on the
development of the novel throughout the world. Entries on individual writers assess the place of that
writer within the development of the novel form, explaining why and in exactly what ways that
writer is importnant. Similarly, an entry on an individual novel discusses the importance of that
novel not only form, analyzing the particular innovations that novel has introduced and the ways in



which it has influenced the subsequent course of the genre. A wide range of topic entries explore the
history, criticism, theory, production, dissemination and reception of the novel. A very important
component of the Encyclopedia of the Novel is its long surveys of development of the novel in
various regions of the world.
  things fall apart novel by chinua achebe: Romance, Diaspora, and Black Atlantic Literature
Yogita Goyal, 2010-04-22 Romance, Diaspora, and Black Atlantic Literature offers a rich,
interdisciplinary treatment of modern black literature and cultural history, showing how debates
over Africa in the works of major black writers generated productive models for imagining political
agency. Yogita Goyal analyzes the tensions between romance and realism in the literature of the
African diaspora, examining a remarkably diverse group of twentieth-century authors, including W.
E. B. Du Bois, Chinua Achebe, Richard Wright, Ama Ata Aidoo and Caryl Phillips. Shifting the center
of black diaspora studies by considering Africa as constitutive of black modernity rather than its
forgotten past, Goyal argues that it is through the figure of romance that the possibility of diaspora
is imagined across time and space. Drawing on literature, political history and postcolonial theory,
this significant addition to the cross-cultural study of literatures will be of interest to scholars of
African American studies, African studies and American literary studies.
  things fall apart novel by chinua achebe: Reading the Novel in English 1950 - 2000
Brian W. Shaffer, 2009-02-09 Written in clear, jargon-free prose, this introductory text charts the
variety of novel writing in English in the second half of the twentieth century. An engaging
introduction to the English-language novel from 1950-2000 (exclusive of the US). Provides students
both with strategies for interpretation and with fresh readings of selected seminal texts. Maps out
the most important contexts and concepts for understanding this fiction. Features readings of ten
influential English-language novels including Margaret Atwood's The Handmaid's Tale, Kazuo
Ishiguro’s Remains of the Day and Chinua Achebe's Things Fall Apart.
  things fall apart novel by chinua achebe: African Novels in the Classroom Margaret Jean
Hay, 2000 Many teachers of African studies have found novels to be effective assignments in
courses. In this guide, teachers describe their favourite African novels - drawn from all over the
continent - and share their experiences of using them in the classroom.
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