the man without a country

The Man Without a Country: A Tale of Identity, Exile, and Patriotism

the man without a country is a phrase that instantly evokes a profound story
of loss, identity, and the deep emotional ties between an individual and
their homeland. Originating from Edward Everett Hale’s 1863 short story, this
term has transcended its literary roots to symbolize themes of exile,
nationalism, and the human longing for belonging. But what exactly does "the
man without a country" represent, and why does it continue to resonate with
readers and thinkers even today? Let’s embark on a journey exploring the
historical background, literary significance, and enduring symbolism of this
compelling narrative.

The Origin of The Man Without a Country

Edward Everett Hale, an American author and clergyman, penned “The Man
Without a Country” during the turbulent times of the American Civil War. The
story revolves around Philip Nolan, a young army officer who, in a moment of
anger and rebellion during his court-martial, renounces his country. As
punishment, he is sentenced to spend the rest of his life at sea, never to
hear news of the United States or set foot on American soil again.

The Historical Context Behind the Story

The backdrop of the Civil War played a crucial role in shaping the narrative.
Hale's story was not merely fiction; it was a poignant commentary on loyalty,
patriotism, and the consequences of rejecting one’s nation during a time when
the United States was deeply divided. The allegory of Philip Nolan’s exile
served both as a cautionary tale and a call for unity amid national strife.

Who Was Philip Nolan?

While the character in the story is fictional, the name Philip Nolan was
inspired by a real historical figure—a 19th-century American adventurer in
Texas. Hale's fictional Philip Nolan, however, is distinct, portrayed as a
tragic figure whose punishment strips him of his identity and connection to
his homeland.

The Themes Embedded in The Man Without a



Country

The narrative explores several profound themes that are still relevant today,
especially in discussions about citizenship, identity, and nationalism.

Exile and Loss

At its core, the story is an exploration of exile—not just physical
banishment but also the emotional and psychological isolation that comes from
being cut off from one’s roots. Philip Nolan’s punishment is a cruel form of
erasure; he becomes a "man without a country," stripped of his nationality
and the comfort of belonging.

Patriotism and Regret

As Nolan sails the seas, he comes to deeply regret his rash words and
actions. His yearning for news of his country and his sorrow at being forever
separated from it reflect a powerful message about the enduring bonds of
patriotism. The story suggests that love for one’s country is not just about
allegiance but also about identity and emotional connection.

Identity and Citizenship

In modern contexts, the concept of a "man without a country" can be linked to
statelessness—a condition where individuals lack legal nationality, leading
to challenges in rights, access, and belonging. The story, though fictional,
invites reflection on how citizenship shapes one’s identity and place in the
world.

The Literary Impact and Cultural Significance

Since its publication, “The Man Without a Country” has left a lasting mark on
American literature and culture.

Influence on American Patriotism

During the Civil War, the story was widely circulated and used as a tool to
inspire patriotism and reinforce national unity. It served to remind citizens
of the value of their country and the pain of losing that connection.



Adaptations and References

Over the years, the tale has been adapted into various formats, including
plays, radio dramas, and films. Its themes continue to resonate, making it a
popular reference point in discussions about national loyalty and exile.

Symbolism in Modern Discourse

Beyond literature, the phrase "the man without a country" has become a
metaphor in political and social discourse, often used to describe
individuals who are stateless, exiled, or disconnected from their
homeland-whether by choice or circumstance.

Understanding the Man Without a Country in
Today’s World

The story’'s relevance extends beyond its historical and literary origins,
offering insights into contemporary issues of nationality, immigration, and
identity.

Statelessness and Its Challenges

Today, millions of people around the world live without a recognized
nationality, effectively making them "men and women without a country."
Statelessness can arise from conflicts, discriminatory laws, or bureaucratic
hurdles, leading to lack of access to education, healthcare, and legal
protections.

The Immigrant Experience and Identity

For many immigrants and refugees, the feeling of being disconnected from
their homeland while trying to integrate into a new country echoes the
emotional turmoil depicted in Hale’s story. The balance between preserving
cultural identity and embracing a new national identity remains a complex
challenge.

Lessons in Loyalty and Belonging

The story encourages reflection on what it means to belong. Is citizenship
merely a legal status, or is it a deeper emotional connection? How do nations



and individuals negotiate identity in an increasingly globalized world?

Why The Man Without a Country Continues to
Captivate Readers

The enduring appeal of this story lies in its universal themes and emotional
depth.

e Emotional Resonance: The pain of exile and longing for home is a
universally relatable experience.

* Timeless Themes: Issues of identity, patriotism, and belonging remain
relevant across generations.

e Historical Insight: It offers a window into the American Civil War era
and the complexities of national loyalty.

e Philosophical Reflection: The narrative prompts readers to consider the
meaning of citizenship beyond legal definitions.

How to Appreciate the Story Today

For modern readers, understanding the man without a country means
appreciating the story not just as a historical artifact but as a living
conversation about identity. Reading it alongside contemporary accounts of
statelessness or immigration can deepen one’s empathy and awareness of global
issues.

Engaging with the story in book clubs, classrooms, or community discussions
can also foster meaningful dialogue about nationalism, rights, and human
dignity.

In the end, the tale of the man without a country invites us all to ponder
the profound connection between place, identity, and the heart. It reminds us
that while borders may separate us, the yearning for belonging and
recognition is a deeply human experience that transcends time and
circumstance.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Man Without a
Country'?

The main theme of 'The Man Without a Country' is patriotism and the
consequences of renouncing one's country, highlighting the importance of
loyalty and national identity.

Who wrote 'The Man Without a Country' and when was
it published?

‘The Man Without a Country' was written by Edward Everett Hale and was first
published in 1863.

What is the plot of 'The Man Without a Country'?

The story follows Philip Nolan, a man who curses his country during a trial
and is sentenced to spend the rest of his life at sea without any news or
contact with the United States, leading him to deeply regret his words and
develop a profound love for his homeland.

How has 'The Man Without a Country' influenced
American literature and culture?

The story has become a classic American tale emphasizing patriotism, often
cited in discussions about national loyalty and used in educational contexts
to inspire love for one's country.

Are there any adaptations of 'The Man Without a
Country'?

Yes, 'The Man Without a Country' has been adapted into various formats
including films, radio dramas, and stage plays, reflecting its enduring
impact and relevance.

Additional Resources
The Enduring Legacy of *The Man Without a Country*: An Analytical Review

the man without a country stands as a poignant narrative that explores themes
of patriotism, identity, and exile. Originally penned as a short story by
Edward Everett Hale in 1863, this literary work has transcended its era to
remain a significant cultural and political touchstone. Its influence
stretches beyond mere fiction, inviting readers and scholars alike to grapple
with the profound implications of national belonging and personal allegiance.



Historical Context and Literary Significance

*The Man Without a Country* emerged during a tumultuous period in American
history—the Civil War. Hale’s story was not only a work of fiction but also a
moral appeal to the Union’s citizens, emphasizing the value of national
loyalty amid division. The protagonist, Philip Nolan, is condemned to spend
the remainder of his life at sea, forbidden from hearing any mention of the
United States or ever returning to it. This sentence, both imaginative and
symbolic, encapsulates the gravity of renouncing one’s country.

From a literary perspective, the story's impact is noteworthy. It blends
allegory with realism, creating a narrative that functions as both a
cautionary tale and a patriotic manifesto. The emotional intensity of Nolan’s
exile and regret humanizes the abstract concept of citizenship, making the
story accessible and compelling. Over the decades, *The Man Without a
Country* has been included in countless anthologies and adapted into various
media formats, reinforcing its place in the American literary canon.

Thematic Exploration of Patriotism and Identity

Central to *The Man Without a Country* is the exploration of patriotism-not
as blind nationalism but as a profound bond between an individual and their
nation. Nolan’s punishment strips him of his homeland, forcing him to
confront the void left by this loss. The story interrogates what it truly
means to belong to a country and how identity is intertwined with national
ties.

This theme resonates in various contemporary discussions about citizenship,
exile, and statelessness. The concept of being “without a country” is not
merely a plot device but reflects real-world issues faced by refugees,
expatriates, and those stripped of nationality due to political or social
upheaval. The emotional and psychological consequences portrayed in Nolan’s
story echo the experiences of many who have suffered displacement.

Moreover, the story prompts readers to consider the cost of disloyalty or
dissent, raising ethical questions about punishment and forgiveness. Nolan’s
tragic fate serves as a warning but also evokes empathy, highlighting the
complexity of national allegiance.

Comparative Analysis with Similar Works

In literary terms, *The Man Without a Country* shares thematic similarities
with other works addressing exile and identity, such as Albert Camus’s *The
Stranger* or Franz Kafka’'s *The Trial*. While differing in style and
historical context, these narratives explore alienation from society and
self.



Comparatively, Hale's story is more overtly patriotic, positioned as a call
to unity during wartime, whereas Camus and Kafka delve into existential and
bureaucratic absurdities. This difference highlights the unique role of *The
Man Without a Country* in American literature as both a political statement
and a personal tragedy.

The Cultural and Political Impact Over Time

Since its publication, *The Man Without a Country* has influenced American
civic education and political discourse. Throughout the 19th and 20th
centuries, the story was often used to promote national unity and pride. It
appeared in school curricula as a means to instill patriotism and remind
students of the sacrifices associated with citizenship.

Politically, the narrative has been invoked in debates about loyalty and
treason. Its portrayal of punishment for repudiating one’s country
underscores the seriousness with which national fidelity was regarded,
especially during periods of conflict. However, modern interpretations tend
to adopt a more nuanced view, recognizing the story’s historical context
while questioning the severity of Nolan’s sentence.

In addition, adaptations into radio dramas, films, and stage plays have
helped maintain the story’s relevance. These versions often emphasize
different aspects—some focusing on emotional redemption, others on political
allegory—demonstrating the story’s versatility and enduring appeal.

Relevance in Contemporary Society

In today’'s globalized world, the themes encapsulated by *The Man Without a
Country* acquire new dimensions. Issues of citizenship, statelessness, and
national identity are increasingly complex. For example, millions of people
worldwide face challenges related to displacement and loss of nationality,
from refugees fleeing conflict zones to individuals caught in legal limbo due
to changing immigration laws.

The story’'s exploration of exile and longing for homeland resonates with
these realities, providing a lens through which to examine current
humanitarian concerns. Furthermore, Nolan’s journey invites reflection on the
rights and responsibilities inherent in citizenship, as well as the human
cost of political estrangement.

Key Features and Symbolism in the Narrative

Several elements contribute to the enduring power of *The Man Without a
Country*:



* The Protagonist’s Exile: Nolan’s physical and emotional separation from
his country symbolizes the ultimate punishment—loss of identity and
community.

* Use of the Sea as a Setting: The endless sea voyages represent isolation
and the inescapability of his sentence, reinforcing themes of loneliness
and despair.

e Symbolic Language: The repeated denial of hearing about the United
States highlights the importance of memory and connection in maintaining
one’s sense of self.

e Moral Ambiguity: Despite Nolan’s initial act of treason, the narrative

invites sympathy, complicating simplistic notions of loyalty and
justice.

These features work together to create a narrative that is emotionally
resonant and intellectually provocative.

Pros and Cons of the Story’s Approach

While *The Man Without a Country* remains a powerful story, its approach has
sparked debate:
1. Pros:
o Effectively promotes patriotism and civic responsibility.

o Humanizes the abstract concept of national allegiance through
personal tragedy.

o Timeless themes that continue to resonate in various cultural
contexts.

2. Cons:

o Its portrayal of punishment may seem excessively harsh by modern
standards.

o Potentially idealizes nationalism without addressing complex
political realities.

o Limited exploration of the protagonist’s motivations beyond initial



disloyalty.

These considerations highlight the story’s strengths and limitations,
contributing to ongoing scholarly discussion.

As the narrative of *The Man Without a Country* continues to be studied and
reinterpreted, it remains a valuable resource for understanding the interplay
between individual identity and national belonging. Its evocative portrayal
of exile and regret invites readers to ponder the profound connections that
define citizenship and the human experience.

The Man Without A Country

the man without a country: The Man Without a Country Edward Everett Hale, 1938 The story
of a young man, Philip Nolan, sentenced for treason to perpetual exile on a ship and to never set foot
on or to hear of his country, the United States, again.

the man without a country: The Man Without a Country Edward Hale, 2019-07-27

the man without a country: The Man Without a Country and Other Stories Edward
Everett Hale, 1976-01-01 A parable of patriotism, written at the height of the Civil War, which tells
the story of Philip Nolan, a young officer who, while on trial for misconduct, expresses a wish never
to hear of the United States again, and is sentenced to spend the rest of his life on board a ship,
barred from any news of home.

the man without a country: The Man Without a Country Edward E. Hale, 2024-11-23 The
Man Without a Country first appeared in the Atlantic Monthlyfor December, 1863. It was the
author's wish that it be published anonymously, in the hope that it might be ascribed to some officer
of the Navy; but unfortunately, the man who compiled the year's index for the magazine, which was
mailed with the December number, recognized Dr. Hale's handwriting, and gave him credit for it in
the index.The story was written during the darkest period of the Civil War, and this war is perhaps
the gloomiest period in the history of our great republic in the history of our great Republic; it was
written at a time when one-half of the people in the United States were burning with patriotism, and
were ready to lay down their lives to preserve the Union, while the other half were striving to
disrupt what to them was merely a confederation of States, in no wise binding, and were damning
the United States, even as did Philip Nolan; at at time when the President was bending low under
the weight of sorrow for the loss of thousands of noble men who were falling in battle, and was
enduring in pitiful silence the villification that was heaped upon him by the copper-head opposition;
at a time when patriotism was preached in the pulpit, sung by our poets, and exhaled with every
breath.The story launched in such an atmosphere, met with immediate favor. It was reprinted
everywhere without regard for copyright, and was translated into several foreign languages. It was
accepted by many as a narrative of actual facts, and provoked many discussions as to whether Philip
Nolan was a real person; some even went so far as to identify him.

the man without a country: The Man Without A Country Algernon Blackwood, 2025-02-12
Here's the synopsis for **The Man Without a Country** by Algernon Blackwood, formatted as per
your request: The Man Without a Country by Algernon Blackwood is a poignant and
thought-provoking short story that explores themes of exile, loss, and the profound consequences of


https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-147/the-man-without-a-country.pdf

one's actions. The narrative revolves around a man who finds himself in a unique and tragic
predicament: he is condemned to live without a country, removed from the bonds of nationality and
identity. The protagonist, whose name remains unspecified, is a symbol of the devastating emotional
and psychological toll that alienation and self-imposed isolation can have on an individual. The story
begins with the man’s punishment for treasonous actions, leading to his lifelong banishment from his
homeland. Stripped of all political ties and citizenship, he is left to wander the world, disconnected
from any sense of belonging. As the protagonist grapples with his fate, Blackwood delves into the
emotional complexity of his situation, illustrating the man's deep longing for the home he can never
return to and the overwhelming sorrow of living in a world where he no longer feels anchored. The
Man Without a Country is a compelling exploration of identity, loyalty, and the human need for
connection to a place, a nation, and a sense of community. Through the protagonist’s journey,
Blackwood invites readers to reflect on the consequences of one's actions and the irreversible
changes that can arise from mistakes and betrayals. The story’s underlying message resonates with
anyone who has ever faced the crushing weight of separation or the yearning for a home they can
never return to. This gripping tale not only captivates with its emotional depth but also challenges
readers to think about the themes of identity, punishment, and redemption. The Man Without a
Country is a must-read for those who appreciate introspective narratives and stories that explore the
complexities of the human experience. Blackwood’s masterful storytelling ensures that this classic
remains a memorable and impactful read, compelling readers to consider what it means to truly
belong. Let me know if you'd like any further changes or additional details!

the man without a country: The Man Without a Country Edward Everett Hale, 2008 A
shortened adaptation of the story of Philip Nolan, who was banished from the United States and
lived to regret the consequences. Includes word definitions and multiple choice questions.

the man without a country: The Man Without a Country and Other Tales Edward E. Hale,
2020-07-29 Reproduction of the original: The Man Without a Country and Other Tales by Edward E.
Hale

the man without a country: The Man Without a Country, and Other Tales Edward Everett
Hale, 2019-11-25 In The Man Without a Country, and Other Tales, Edward Everett Hale employs a
poignant narrative style characterized by emotional depth and moral introspection. Central to the
titular novella is the heart-wrenching story of Philip Nolan, an American who, after renouncing his
country, faces the profound consequence of living without it. This tale serves as a critique of
disloyalty and emphasizes the vital connection between an individual and their nation, resonating
within the broader context of post-Civil War America, when national identity was under scrutiny. The
other tales in this collection showcase Hale's versatility, blending adventure, romance, and
philosophical themes that reveal the complexities of human experience and morality. Hale, a
prominent clergyman, and writer of the late 19th century, was deeply influenced by the political
climate of his time. His reflections on patriotism, loyalty, and democracy stem from a rich
background in literature and social reform. His work often sought to inspire readers to reflect on
their own responsibilities to society, drawing from his own convictions and activism in various social
causes, including abolitionism. This collection is highly recommended for readers seeking a
multifaceted exploration of identity and morality intertwined with compelling narratives. Hale's
engaging prose and profound insights make it essential reading for anyone interested in American
literature, reflecting the era's tensions and aspirations.

the man without a country: Modern Classics, Containing The Man Without a Country,
1865

the man without a country: The Man Without a Country and Other Tales Edward Everett
Hale, 1891

the man without a country: Study Guide to The Man Without a Country by Edward Everett
Hale Intelligent Education, 2020-02-15 A comprehensive study guide offering in-depth explanation,
essay, and test prep for Edward Everett Hale’s The Man Without a Country, a short story written
during the Civil War. As a work of patriotic literature, The Man Without a Country bolstered support




across the U.S. for the Union in the North. Moreover, Hale uses irony, mystery, and realism to tell
the gripping story of a man who feels seemingly no patriotism or connection to his country during a
war in which he must take part. This Bright Notes Study Guide explores the context and history of
Hale’s classic work, helping students to thoroughly explore the reasons it has stood the literary test
of time. Each Bright Notes Study Guide contains: - Introductions to the Author and the Work -
Character Summaries - Plot Guides - Section and Chapter Overviews - Test Essay and Study Q&As
The Bright Notes Study Guide series offers an in-depth tour of more than 275 classic works of
literature, exploring characters, critical commentary, historical background, plots, and themes. This
set of study guides encourages readers to dig deeper in their understanding by including essay
questions and answers as well as topics for further research.

the man without a country: The Man Without a Country E.E. Hale, Printed in Gregg
Shorthand - 1922

the man without a country: A Man Without a Country Kurt Vonnegut, 2017-06-20 NEW
YORK TIMES BESTSELLER ¢ “For all those who have lived with Vonnegut in their imaginations . . .
this is what he is like in person.”-USA Today In a volume that is penetrating, introspective, incisive,
and laugh-out-loud funny, one of the great men of letters of this age-or any age-holds forth on life,
art, sex, politics, and the state of America’s soul. From his coming of age in America, to his formative
war experiences, to his life as an artist, this is Vonnegut doing what he does best: Being himself.
Whimsically illustrated by the author, A Man Without a Country is intimate, tender, and brimming
with the scope of Kurt Vonnegut’s passions. Praise for A Man Without a Country “[This] may be as
close as Vonnegut ever comes to a memoir.”-Los Angeles Times “Like [that of] his literary ancestor
Mark Twain, [Kurt Vonnegut’s] crankiness is good-humored and sharp-witted. . . . [Reading A Man
Without a Country is] like sitting down on the couch for a long chat with an old friend.”-The New
York Times Book Review “Filled with [Vonnegut’s] usual contradictory mix of joy and sorrow, hope
and despair, humor and gravity.”-Chicago Tribune “Fans will linger on every word . . . as once again
[Vonnegut] captures the complexity of the human condition with stunning calligraphic
simplicity.”-The Australian “Thank God, Kurt Vonnegut has broken his promise that he will never
write another book. In this wondrous assemblage of mini-memoirs, we discover his family’s legacy
and his obstinate, unfashionable humanism.”-Studs Terkel

the man without a country: The Man Without a Country Edward Everett Hale, 1897 A
young naval officer, during his trial by court martial, expressed with an oath that he might never
hear of the United States again. The court sentenced him to have his wish fulfilled.

the man without a country: The Man Without a Country Edward Everett Hale, 2008-04
Edward Everett Hale (1822-1909) was an American author and Unitarian clergyman. He published
The Man Without a Country as a short story in the Atlantic Monthly in 1863. Although the events of
the novel were set in the early 1800s, the story was an allegory and implicitly referred to the
upheaval of the American Civil War.

the man without a country: Man Without a Country Jeff Prebis, 2015-02-17 John McCoy,
guidance counselor, is not quite sane, as evidenced by the purchase of a chimp shortly after his
family was murdered. Bobby Dupri, student, may be the Anti-Christ, bent on creating a world
populated only by white people. An unusual epidemic breaks when people are mentally
reprogrammed after going to social networks or checking their email. Even stranger, they begin
building things with the items they collected. Then nuclear bombs start destroying cities while an
army gathers in the ashes, eager to take over the nation. Will America just be a pile of ash owned by
an invisible army of a monster’s creation? Only a barely sane guidance counselor, the nurse at his
school, and his pet chimp stand in their way.

the man without a country: The Man Without a Country Thomas Tapper Edward Everett Hale,
2019-02-20 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the
knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact,
and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright
references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries




around the world), and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United
States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and
distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.
As a reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor
pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to
be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of
the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive
and relevant.

the man without a country: The Man Without a Country Edward Everett Hale, 2018-08-13 The
Man Without a Country: Large print by Edward Everett Hale At that time the youngsters all envied
him. Burr had not been talking twenty minutes with the commander before he asked him to send for
Lieutenant Nolan. Then after a little talk he asked Nolan if he could show him something of the great
river and the plans for the new post. He asked Nolan to take him out in his skiff to show him a
canebrake or a cotton-wood tree, as he said, --really to seduce him; and by the time the sail was
over, Nolan was enlisted body and soul. From that time, though he did not yet know it, he lived as A
MAN WITHOUT A COUNTRY. We are delighted to publish this classic book as part of our extensive
Classic Library collection. Many of the books in our collection have been out of print for decades,
and therefore have not been accessible to the general public. The aim of our publishing program is
to facilitate rapid access to this vast reservoir of literature, and our view is that this is a significant
literary work, which deserves to be brought back into print after many decades. The contents of the
vast majority of titles in the Classic Library have been scanned from the original works. To ensure a
high quality product, each title has been meticulously hand curated by our staff. Our philosophy has
been guided by a desire to provide the reader with a book that is as close as possible to ownership of
the original work. We hope that you will enjoy this wonderful classic work, and that for you it
becomes an enriching experience.

the man without a country: Jim Crow, Literature, and the Legacy of Sutton E. Griggs Tess
Chakkalakal, Kenneth W. Warren, 2013 Imperium in Imperio (1899) was the first black novel to
countenance openly the possibility of organized black violence against Jim Crow segregation. Its
author, a Baptist minister and newspaper editor from Texas, Sutton E. Griggs (1872-1933), would go
on to publish four more novels; establish his own publishing company, one of the first secular
publishing houses owned and operated by an African American in the United States; and help to
found the American Baptist Theological Seminary in Tennessee. Alongside W. E. B. Du Bois and
Booker T. Washington, Griggs was a key political and literary voice for black education and political
rights and against Jim Crow. Jim Crow, Literature, and the Legacy of Sutton E. Griggs examines the
wide scope of Griggs's influence on African American literature and politics at the turn of the
twentieth century. Contributors engage Griggs's five novels and his numerous works of nonfiction,
as well as his publishing and religious careers. By taking up Griggs's work, these essays open up a
new historical perspective on African American literature and the terms that continue to shape
American political thought and culture.

the man without a country: The Man Without a Country Illustrated Edward Everett Hale,
2020-06-16 The Man Without a Country is a short story by American writer Edward Everett Hale,
first published in The Atlantic in December 1863.The protagonist may be a young us Army
lieutenant, Philip Nolan, who develops a friendship with the visiting Burr . When Burr is tried for
treason (historically this occurred in 1807), Nolan is tried as an accomplice. During his testimony, he
bitterly renounces his nation, angrily shouting, I wish i'll never hear of the us again! The judge is
totally shocked at this announcement, and on convicting him, icily grants him his wish: Nolan is to
spend the remainder of his life aboard us Navy warships, in exile, with no right ever again to line
foot on U.S. soil, and with explicit orders that nobody shall ever mention his country to him
again.The sentence is administered to the letter. For the remainder of his life, Nolan is transported
from ship to ship, living out his life as a prisoner on the high seas, never once allowed back during a
port . Though he's treated consistent with his former rank, nothing of his country is ever mentioned




to him. None of the sailors in whose custody Nolan remains is allowed to talk to him about the U.S,,
and his newspapers are censored. Nolan is unrepentant initially, but over the years becomes sadder
and wiser, and desperate for news. One day, as he's being transferred to a different ship, he
beseeches a young sailor never to form an equivalent mistake that he had: Remember, boy, that
behind of these men ... behind officers and government, and other people even, there's the Country
Herself, your Country, which you belong to her as you belong to your own mother. Stand by her, boy,
as you'd stand by your mother ... ! On one such ship, he attends a celebration during which he
dances with a girl he had formerly known. He then beseeches her to inform him something,
anything, about the us, but she quickly withdraws and speaks not to him.Deprived of a homeland,
Nolan slowly and painfully learns truth worth of his country. He misses it quite his friends or family,
quite art or music or love or nature. Without it, he's nothing. Dying aboard the USS Levant, he
shows his room to a politician named Danforth; it's a little shrine of patriotism. the celebs and
Stripes are draped around an image of Washington . Over his bed, Nolan has painted a American
eagle, with lightning blazing from his beak and claws grasping the world . At the foot of his bed is an
outdated map of the us, showing many of its old territories that had, unbeknownst to him, been
admitted to statehood. Nolan smiles, Here, you see, I even have a country!The dying man asks
desperately to be told the news of yank history since 1807, and Danforth finally relates to him most
of the main events that have happened to the U.S. since his sentence was imposed; the narrator
confesses, however, that I couldn't structure my mouth to inform him a word about this infernal
rebellion. Nolan then asks him to bring his copy of the Presbyterian Book of Public Prayer, and skim
the page where it'll automatically open. These are the words: Most heartily we beseech Thee with
Thy prefer to behold and bless Thy servant, the President of the us, and every one others in
authority. Nolan says: I have repeated those prayers night and morning, it's now fifty-five years. a
day, he had read of the us, but only within the sort of a prayer to uphold its leaders; the U.S. Navy
had neglected to stay this book from him. this is often the supreme irony of the story.Nolan asks him
to possess them bury him within the sea and have a gravestone placed in memory of him at Fort
Adams, Mississippi, or at New Orleans . When he dies later that day, he's found to possess drafted a
suitably patriotic epitaph for himself: In memory of PHILIP NOLAN, Lieutenant within the Army of
the us . He loved his country as no other man has loved her; but no man deserved less at her hands.
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