smedley d butler war is a racket

**Smedley D. Butler War Is a Racket: Unveiling the Truth Behind Military-Industrial
Interests**

smedley d butler war is a racket is a phrase that resonates deeply with those interested
in the darker realities of warfare and the forces that drive nations into conflict. Major
General Smedley Darlington Butler, one of the most decorated Marines in American
history, delivered a searing critique of war in his famous speech and book titled *War Is a
Racket*. His insights expose how war, far from being a noble endeavor, often serves the
interests of powerful economic players rather than the common citizen or even the
soldiers who fight on the front lines.

Who Was Smedley D. Butler?

Before diving into the core of Butler’s argument, it’s important to understand who he was.
Smedley D. Butler served in the United States Marine Corps for over three decades,
participating in numerous conflicts such as the Mexican Expedition, World War I, and
interventions in Central America and the Caribbean. Despite his distinguished military
career, Butler became an outspoken critic of U.S. military policy, earning the nickname
“the fighting Marine.”

His firsthand experience led him to conclude that many wars were not fought for defense
or freedom but for profit. This perspective culminated in his declaration that “war is a
racket,” an idea that has since influenced anti-war movements and critical discussions on
military ethics.

The Core Message: What Does “War Is a Racket” Mean?

At its heart, the phrase “war is a racket” captures Butler’s belief that war primarily
benefits a select few — corporations, bankers, and politicians — while the majority suffer.
According to him, war is not waged for the common good but for financial gain. This
racket involves manipulating public opinion, exploiting patriotism, and leveraging
government power to secure lucrative contracts and profits for industries tied to defense
and armaments.

Butler highlighted that the true victims of war are often the soldiers sent to fight and die,

along with taxpayers who fund these expensive military endeavors. Meanwhile, arms
manufacturers, banks, and related businesses reap enormous financial rewards.

The Military-Industrial Complex Before Eisenhower

When President Dwight D. Eisenhower famously warned about the “military-industrial
complex” in his 1961 farewell address, he echoed concerns similar to those Butler raised



decades earlier. Butler’s critique predates this term and offers an early, candid warning
about the cozy relationship between the military establishment and private industry.

Butler’s perspective helps us understand how war can be engineered or prolonged to
serve economic interests rather than national security. His denunciation of war
profiteering remains relevant today, as the defense industry continues to wield substantial
influence over government policy and spending.

How Did Butler Describe the Racket?

In his writings, Butler broke down the war racket into several key components:

1. **Financial Gain:** Corporations supplying weapons, equipment, and services profit
enormously during wartime, often with little oversight or accountability.

2. **Political Manipulation:** Politicians may support or initiate conflicts to benefit from
campaign contributions and lobbyists connected to defense companies.

3. **Public Deception:** The general populace is often misled about the reasons for going
to war, with propaganda framing conflicts as necessary or noble causes.

4. **Soldiers as Pawns:** The men and women on the battlefield bear the brunt of the
human cost, frequently sent to fight in wars driven by economic motives rather than
genuine defense needs.

Butler’s blunt language and vivid examples made his message clear: war is less about
heroism and more about profit.

The Relevance of Smedley D. Butler’s Ideas Today

In modern times, Butler’s assertion that “war is a racket” continues to hold weight. The
global arms trade is a multibillion-dollar industry, and military interventions frequently
coincide with economic interests such as access to resources, geopolitical influence, or
contracts for military hardware.

For instance, conflicts in the Middle East have often been scrutinized for underlying
economic motivations, including oil interests and defense spending. The concept of the
military-industrial complex has expanded globally, with private military contractors and
defense corporations playing significant roles in shaping policy.

Understanding War Profiteering and Its Implications

War profiteering, the act of making unreasonable profits from warfare, is central to
Butler’s critique. It thrives in environments where government contracts are awarded with
minimal competition or oversight, and where secrecy around military expenditures is



common.
The implications are profound:

- **Erosion of Democratic Accountability:** When military spending is driven by profit
rather than strategy, elected officials may prioritize corporate interests over public
welfare.

- **Perpetuation of Conflict:** If war generates profits, there may be less incentive to seek
peaceful solutions or to end conflicts swiftly.

- **Moral and Ethical Concerns:** Using war as a business undermines the ethical
foundations of military service and the sacrifices of soldiers.

Lessons from Smedley D. Butler for Citizens and
Policymakers

Butler’s observations offer valuable lessons for anyone interested in peace, justice, and
ethical governance:

- **Critical Awareness:** Citizens should critically evaluate the reasons given for military
action and be vigilant of propaganda and misinformation.

- **Transparency and Oversight:** Greater transparency in military spending and
contracts can help reduce corruption and profiteering.

- **Supporting Veterans:** Recognizing that soldiers often serve in wars they don’t choose
to fight underlines the importance of supporting veterans and advocating for their well-
being.

- **Advocating for Peace:** Understanding the economic incentives behind war can
strengthen movements for diplomacy and conflict resolution.

The Enduring Power of Smedley D. Butler’'s Message

The phrase “smedley d butler war is a racket” continues to inspire activists, historians,
and military critics who seek to challenge the status quo. Butler’s unique position as a
high-ranking military officer who turned into a whistleblower lends credibility and weight
to his critique.

His message reminds us that beneath the patriotic rhetoric and heroic narratives, there
are often complex economic and political forces at play. By shining a light on these
realities, Butler encourages ongoing dialogue about how societies can avoid unnecessary
wars and pursue more just and peaceful alternatives.

In exploring Butler’s legacy, we uncover a vital piece of history that urges us to question
the true cost and beneficiaries of war — a call that remains as urgent now as it was nearly



a century ago.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Smedley D. Butler?

Smedley D. Butler was a highly decorated Major General in the United States Marine
Corps and a vocal critic of war profiteering, best known for his book 'War is a Racket.'

What is the main thesis of "War is a Racket' by Smedley
D. Butler?

‘War is a Racket' argues that wars are primarily fought for the profit of a few wealthy
individuals and corporations, rather than for noble or patriotic reasons.

When was "War is a Racket' written and published?

Smedley D. Butler wrote 'War is a Racket' in 1933, during the interwar period,
highlighting the economic motivations behind war.

Why is '"War is a Racket' considered relevant today?

The book remains relevant as it sheds light on the ongoing relationship between military
conflicts and economic interests, encouraging critical examination of modern warfare and
defense industries.

What examples does Butler provide to support his
argument in ‘War is a Racket'?

Butler cites instances of corporations and banks profiting immensely from war, while
soldiers and civilians bear the brunt of the conflict, illustrating the disparity between
profiteers and those affected.

How did Smedley Butler’s military experience influence
'War is a Racket'?

Having served in multiple wars and witnessed firsthand the impact of war on soldiers and
society, Butler used his experience to expose the economic exploitation behind military
conflicts.

What impact did "War is a Racket' have on public
opinion or policy?

While not immediately altering policy, the book influenced anti-war and peace movements
by providing a powerful critique of militarism and war profiteering.



Where can one access or read 'War is a Racket' today?

‘War is a Racket' is widely available for free online as it is in the public domain, and can
also be found in print through various publishers and libraries.

Additional Resources
Smedley D. Butler War Is a Racket: An Investigative Review of Military-Industrial Critique

smedley d butler war is a racket stands as a powerful indictment of war’s underlying
motives and economic drivers, articulated by one of the most decorated U.S. Marines in
history. Major General Smedley D. Butler’s reflections challenge conventional narratives
about war, exposing it as a mechanism exploited by powerful interests for profit rather
than national defense or moral imperative. This article delves into Butler’s critical
perspective, analyzing the historical context, the core arguments of his essay, and its
enduring relevance in discussions on military-industrial complex and war profiteering.

The Historical Context of Smedley D. Butler’s
Critique

Smedley Darlington Butler served in the United States Marine Corps from 1898 to 1931,
distinguishing himself in numerous conflicts, including the Spanish-American War, the
Philippine-American War, and World War I. His decorated military career earned him two
Medals of Honor, yet his later years were marked by a profound disillusionment with the
very institution he served. Published in the 1930s, Butler’s essay “War Is a Racket”
emerged during an era of global economic turmoil and rising militarism, a time when
many questioned the true beneficiaries of warfare.

Butler’s critique came at a pivotal moment in American history. The Great Depression had
exposed vast inequalities in wealth and power, and the aftermath of World War I fueled
widespread skepticism about war’s purported glories. Against this backdrop, Butler’s
observations illuminated the often hidden financial incentives that perpetuate conflicts,
shifting the conversation from patriotic valor to economic exploitation.

Core Themes in "War Is a Racket"

At the heart of Butler’s essay lies the assertion that war primarily serves the interests of a
wealthy elite rather than the general populace or national security. He argued that
corporations and financiers profit enormously from military engagements, while soldiers
and civilians bear the brunt of the human and economic costs.



The Profit Motive Behind War

Butler famously stated that war is “a racket,” a term that implies organized crime-like
exploitation. His argument highlights how defense contractors, banks, and industrial
monopolies benefit from government spending on arms, supplies, and infrastructure
during wartime. This dynamic creates a perverse incentive structure where war becomes a
lucrative enterprise rather than an unfortunate necessity.

The military-industrial complex, though a term coined later by President Dwight D.
Eisenhower, is fundamentally rooted in the phenomena Butler described. He pointed to
the symbiotic relationship between military officials, politicians, and corporate executives
who profit from continuous conflict. The economic data from the early 20th century
corroborates this relationship, with defense budgets swelling during wars and financial
markets benefiting from war-related industries.

The Human Cost and Moral Implications

Beyond economics, Butler emphasized the human toll of war. He portrayed soldiers as
“the poor man’s fighting man,” often manipulated into serving the interests of the rich.
Butler’s insights bring to light the ethical contradictions of war—how those who profit the
most are insulated from its dangers, while the underprivileged suffer casualties and
destruction.

This theme resonates in contemporary analyses of military interventions, where debates
on the morality of war often intersect with critiques of economic interests and political
agendas. Butler’s firsthand experience lends credibility to his assertion that soldiers are
frequently pawns rather than autonomous agents in geopolitical conflicts.

Analyzing the Impact and Legacy of Butler’s
Perspective

Butler’s essay has influenced generations of activists, scholars, and military critics. Its
straightforward language and compelling argumentation make it accessible, while its
insights remain relevant amid ongoing global conflicts and defense spending debates.

Comparisons with Modern Military-Industrial Criticism

Contemporary discussions surrounding the military-industrial complex echo Butler’s
themes. The exponential growth of defense budgets worldwide, particularly in countries
like the United States, China, and Russia, underscores the persistent entanglement of
economic interests and military policy. For example, the U.S. Department of Defense
budget has consistently accounted for a significant portion of federal spending, with
billions allocated to private contractors.



Critics today often point to how lobbying efforts by defense firms influence foreign policy
decisions, perpetuating conflicts that benefit corporate stakeholders. Butler’s early
observations presciently anticipated these dynamics, reinforcing the notion that war’s
economic incentives are a core driver of international relations.

Pros and Cons of Butler’'s Argument

e Pros: Butler’s argument demystifies the economic incentives behind war,
challenging idealized narratives. His military background adds authenticity, and his
critique promotes transparency in defense spending and policy-making.

e Cons: Some critics argue that Butler’s view oversimplifies complex geopolitical
realities by reducing war to mere profiteering. Additionally, it may underplay the role
of ideology, national security, and humanitarian motives in justifying military action.

Relevance of "War Is a Racket" in Today’s
Geopolitical Climate

The core message of smedley d butler war is a racket continues to resonate amid ongoing
global conflicts such as those in the Middle East, Eastern Europe, and Asia-Pacific. The
interplay between defense contractors, government agencies, and international politics
remains a critical lens for understanding modern warfare.

Military Spending and Economic Interests

In 2023, global military expenditure reached over $2 trillion, with a significant percentage
funneled to private contractors. This trend aligns with Butler’s assertion regarding the
profitability of war-related industries. Transparency International and other watchdog
groups have highlighted concerns about corruption, contract inflation, and ethical lapses
in defense procurement processes.

Public Perception and Anti-War Movements

Butler’s rhetoric has informed numerous anti-war movements, encouraging public scrutiny
of military interventions and their economic beneficiaries. The rise of social media and
investigative journalism has amplified awareness of defense industry lobbying and war
profiteering, echoing Butler’s call for accountability.



Conclusion: The Enduring Significance of Butler’s
Critique

While the phrase smedley d butler war is a racket encapsulates a pointed critique of war
as a profit-driven enterprise, it also invites deeper inquiry into how societies choose to
engage in conflict. Butler’s insights challenge policymakers, military leaders, and citizens
alike to consider the motives behind war and the costs borne by ordinary people.

As militaries and governments navigate complex global threats, revisiting Butler’s analysis
offers a vital perspective on the intersection of economic interests and
warfare—reminding us that beyond the battles lie entrenched systems that profit from
conflict, often at the expense of peace and human life.

Smedley D Butler War Is A Racket

smedley d butler war is a racket: War Is a Racket Smedley Butler, 2018-07-26 War Is a
Racket by Smedley Darlington Butler. With photos by USMC. War Is a Racket is a speech and a 1935
short book, by Smedley D. Butler, a retired United States Marine Corps Major General and two-time
Medal of Honor recipient. Based on his career military experience, Butler frankly discusses how
business interests commercially benefit, such as war profiteering from warfare.

smedley d butler war is a racket: War is a Racket, by Smedley D. Butler. New York,
Round Table Press, 1935 Smedley Darlington Butler, 1973

smedley d butler war is a racket: War Is a Racket Smedley D. Butler, 2018-02-18 War Is a
Racket is a famous anti-war book written by retired Major General Smedley Buter. In the book,
Butler discusses how businesses profit from conflict.

smedley d butler war is a racket: War Is a Racket Smedley Darlington Butler, 2013-10-01 War
Is a Racket is the title of two works, a speech and a booklet, by retired US Marine Corps Major
General and two-time Medal of Honor recipient Smedley Darlington Butler. In these works, Butler
frankly discusses from his experience as a career military officer how business interests
commercially benefit from warfare. After his retirement from the Marine Corps, Gen. Butler made a
nationwide tour in the early 1930s giving his speech, “War Is a Racket.” The speech was so well
received that he wrote a longer version that was published in 1935, now republished with a
foreword by former governor of Minnesota and New York Times bestselling author Jesse Ventura.
Jesse Ventura reviews Major General Butler’s original writings and brings them up to date, relating
them to our current political climate. Butler was a visionary in his day, and Ventura works to show
how right he was and how wrong our current democracy is. Read for the first time Butler’s words
with Ventura’s witty, yet insightful spin on this relevant work that will appeal not only to military
historians, but also to those interested in the state of our country and the entire world.

smedley d butler war is a racket: War is a Racket Smedley D. Butler, 1935-04-04

smedley d butler war is a racket: War Is a Racket (the Profit That Fuels Warfare)
Smedley Darlington Butler, 2013-01-13 War Is a Racket is written by the most decorated American
soldier in US history, Major General Smedley D. Butler. Butler frankly discusses from his experience
as a career military officer how business interests commercially start and benefit from warfare. After
his retirement from the Marine Corps, Gen. Butler made a nationwide tour giving his speech War is
a Racket. The speech was so well-received that he wrote a longer version as this book with the same
title which helped popularize his message. Lowell Thomas praised Butler's moral as well as physical
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courage in telling the truth about war profiteering. This message has never been more relevant, as
we see the war racket in full swing in recent history like never before in endless perpetual wars, i.e.
Iraq and Afghanistan, and elsewhere.

smedley d butler war is a racket: War Is A Racket Smedley D. Butler, 2018-05-07 War is a
Racket is marine general, Smedley Butler's classic treatise on why wars are conducted, who profits
from them, and who pays the price. Few people are as qualified as General Butler to advance the
argument encapsulated in his book's sensational title. When War is a Racket was first published in
1935, Butler was the most decorated American soldier of his time. He had lead several successful
military operations in the Caribbean and in Central America, as well as in Europe during the First
World War. Despite his success and his heroic status, however, Butler came away from these
experiences with a deeply troubled view of both the purpose and the results of warfare.

smedley d butler war is a racket: Voices of a People's History of the United States Howard
Zinn, Anthony Arnove, 2011-01-04 Here in their own words are Frederick Douglass, George Jackson,
Chief Joseph, Martin Luther King Jr., Plough Jogger, Sacco and Vanzetti, Patti Smith, Bruce
Springsteen, Mark Twain, and Malcolm X, to name just a few of the hundreds of voices that appear
in Voices of a People's History of the United States, edited by Howard Zinn and Anthony Arnove.
Paralleling the twenty-four chapters of Zinn's A People's History of the United States, Voices of a
People’s History is the long-awaited companion volume to the national bestseller. For Voices, Zinn
and Arnove have selected testimonies to living history—speeches, letters, poems, songs—left by the
people who make history happen but who usually are left out of history books—women, workers,
nonwhites. Zinn has written short introductions to the texts, which range in length from letters or
poems of less than a page to entire speeches and essays that run several pages. Voices of a People’s
History is a symphony of our nation’s original voices, rich in ideas and actions, the embodiment of
the power of civil disobedience and dissent wherein lies our nation’s true spirit of defiance and
resilience.

smedley d butler war is a racket: War Is a Racket Smedley Butler, Dragan Nikolic,
2014-11-04 War is a Racket is marine general, Smedley Butler's classic treatise on why wars are
conducted, who profits from them, and who pays the price. Few people are as qualified as General
Butler to advance the argument encapsulated in his book's sensational title. When War is a Racket
was first published in 1935, Butler was the most decorated American soldier of his time. He had lead
several successful military operations in the Caribbean and in Central America, as well as in Europe
during the First World War. Despite his success and his heroic status, however, Butler came away
from these experiences with a deeply troubled view of both the purpose and the results of warfare.

smedley d butler war is a racket: War is a Racket Smedley D Butler, 2024-02-27 2024 Reprint
of the 1935 Edition. Full facsimile of the original edition and not reproduced with Optical
Recognition software. Butler was a retired United States Marine Corps Major General and two-time
Medal of Honor recipient. Based on his career military experience, Butler discusses how business
interests commercially benefit from warfare. After Butler retired from the US Marine Corps in
October 1931, he made a nationwide tour in the early 1930s giving his speech War Is a Racket. The
speech was so well received that he wrote a longer version as a short book published in 1935. His
work was condensed in Reader's Digest as a book supplement, which helped popularize his message.
In an introduction to the Reader's Digest version, Lowell Thomas, who wrote Butler's oral
autobiography, praised Butler's moral as well as physical courage. Butler points to a variety of
examples, mostly from World War I, where industrialists, whose operations were subsidized by
public funding, were able to generate substantial profits, making money from mass human suffering.
The work is divided into five chapters: War is a racket Who makes the profits? Who pays the bills?
How to smash this racket! To hell with war! It contains this summary: War is a racket. It always has
been. It is possibly the oldest, easily the most profitable, surely the most vicious. It is the only one
international in scope. It is the only one in which the profits are reckoned in dollars and the losses in
lives. A racket is best described, I believe, as something that is not what it seems to the majority of
the people. Only a small 'inside' group knows what it is about. It is conducted for the benefit of the




very few, at the expense of very many.

smedley d butler war is a racket: War Is a Racket - The Antiwar Classic by America's
Most Decorated Soldier Smedley Butler, 2016-01-29 Unique among the high ranking military
officers of the US and the world I do not know of any other high ranking military officer of the US or
the world, who has spoken or written such most important truths and facts about the nature and
causes of war. General Butler wrote these in simple and direct language that everyone can
understand. His honesty; care for society, humanity, and justice for all; and profound insights; are
self-evident in his writing. Moreover, it is even much more relevant now than when it was written in
1935. War Is a Racket is the title of two works, a speech and a booklet, by retired United States
Marine Corps Major General and two time Medal of Honor recipient Smedley D. Butler. In them,
Butler frankly discusses from his experience as a career military officer how business interests
commercially benefit (including war profiteering) from warfare. After his retirement from the
Marine Corps, Butler made a nationwide tour in the early 1930s giving his speech War is a Racket.
The speech was so well received that he wrote a longer version as a small book with the same title
that was published in 1935 by Round Table Press, Inc., of New York. The booklet was also condensed
in Reader's Digest as a book supplement which helped popularize his message. In an introduction to
the Reader's Digest version, Lowell Thomas, the as told to author of Butler's oral autobiographical
adventures, praised Butler's moral as well as physical courage.

smedley d butler war is a racket: End of Oblivion: The Great Deceit and Why We Need
to Reclaim Our Spiritual Evolution Aleksandar Ostojic, 2019-08-08 End of Oblivion: The Great
Deceit and Why We Need to Reclaim Our Spiritual Evolution is an informal overview of the current
state of humanity and the world, and delves into how our perceptions of reality have been drastically
distorted to the point where the majority of the population cannot perceive distortion any longer.
Deceit is present in every area of our lives, but beneath these secular manifestations, deeper
metaphysical undercurrents are interlacing with our spiritual, evolutionary direction. Armed with a
wealth of factual evidence as well as personal observations, the author puts forth a compelling
explanation as to who is really behind this great deceit and offers choices on how to break free for
those curious enough to ponder. It is time to remove our blindfolds, to consciously choose our path,
and to reclaim the true purpose of our being - our spiritual evolution. The book reflects on the Law
of One material.

smedley d butler war is a racket: The Political World of Bob Dylan Jeff Taylor, Chad
Israelson, 2015-07-15 This work illuminates, identifies, and characterizes the influences and
expressions of Bob Dylan's Political World throughout his life and career. An approach nearly as
unique as the singer himself, the authors attempt to remove Dylan from the typical Left/Right
paradigm and place him into a broader and deeper context.

smedley d butler war is a racket: The Zeitgeist Movement - Activist Orientation Guide
Peter Joseph, Jacque Fresco, Roxanne Meadows,

smedley d butler war is a racket: The Octopus Kenn Thomas, Jim Keith, 2004 Originally
released to critical praise, this book became a much sought-after classic in the underground of
conspiracy literature - today commanding high prices on the book collector's market. The new
paperback edition carries Casolaro's conspiratorial insights and research into the post-911 world, for
which it was a harbinger.

smedley d butler war is a racket: Flourishing Lives Gary Chartier, 2019-06-27 Elaborates and
illustrates a radical version of political and social liberalism rooted in a rich understanding of
fulfilment and flourishing.

smedley d butler war is a racket: Guys Like Me Michael A. Messner, 2020-12-18 Guys Like
Me introduces us to five ordinary veterans from different generations who have done extraordinary
work as peace activists. Michael A. Messner reveals how the horror and trauma of the battlefront
motivated onetime warriors to reconcile with former enemies, crusade for justice, and heal
themselves and others.

smedley d butler war is a racket: The State of the American Mind: Stupor and Pathetic



Docility Volume Ii Amechi Okolo, 2010-06-11 This book, The State of the American Mind: Stupor and
Pathetic Docility Volume One begins to unravel some of the most obvious, perplexing, embarrassing
and enduring problems and contradictions of American history and sociology, viz., how could the
American revolution that started with the most ringing and most inspiring Declarations of human
equality in world history end up establishing the most vicious, exploitative society the world ever
knew Black chattel slavery and only ten percent white enfranchisement, etc. Further, how could men
of such great wisdom and intellect like George Washington, James Madison, Thomas Jefferson, and
others who were Enlightenment scholars and clearly knew that slavery was despicable and evil,
because they had variously experienced white servitude and slavery themselves, collude to establish
and institutionalize the horrible system of Negro chattel slavery in America; and also
disenfranchised over 90 percent of people of their own race actions that racism could not explain.
The structural/institutional slavery system they established, and the resultant consequent racism
hobbles America today as it did in the past, and forced Eric Holder, the Attorney General to declare
that, America is a nation of cowards, when it comes to race discussions. Thus, this book starts with
serious critical discussions of race in America and reveals what no textbook has ever done, viz., that
most early American whites and Blacks were slaves an uncomfortable fact that would shock most
Americans because it contradicts the orthodoxy or the dominant narrative that only Blacks were
brought here in chains. Further, the book also shows the year Black slavery started something
almost, all textbooks got wrong. It also shows who, was the fi rst Black slave in America something
no textbook ever mentions. It also shows when and how racism started in America and many other
very sensitive and embarrassing but necessary issues that America avoids but must be frankly
discussed for America to move forward. This book therefore shatters the two dominant themes of
Americas history and sociology that Blacks were brought into America in chains as slaves while
whites came to America in search of freedom, as Harvard educated President Obama famously told
us in his race speech. Thus, the crowning lesson of this book, in addition to discussing some critical
policy issues like education, health care, etc., is that it discovers the centripetal force of the
American society that eluded contemporary Americans because American bosses have laboriously
concealed the facts from the public the scary but clearly healthy uniting fact that most Americans
are united by their common ancestry, their universal history and experience of servitude,
bond-indentures and slavery. Nothing is more universal, more common and more shared in
American history and sociology than the fact that most of our ancestors, black and white, were
servants, bond-indentures and slaves who were dominated and super-exploited by few overlords.
Colonial America was the preferred dumping ground for British, outcasts, rejects, criminals,
masterless class, vagabonds, bond-indentures, slaves, etc., until 1776 when Australia replaced
America as the British dump for its rejects and surplus citizens. Thus, that America was a nation
founded by British rejects and losers is inherently more rational than the prevailing orthodoxy or the
Obama theory of Americas founders that they were great honorable men who journeyed across the
ocean for freedom because of the obvious reason that good, powerful achieving citizens do not
normally emigrate to new uncharted lands.

smedley d butler war is a racket: Talk to Me Rich Benjamin, 2025-02-11 A piercingly
powerful memoir, a grandson’s account of the coup that ended his grandfather's presidency of Haiti,
the secrecy that shrouded that wound within his family, and his urgent efforts to know his mother
despite the past. “A brilliant, absorbing book...I couldn’t stop reading.” —Salman Rushdie, author of
Knife Rich Benjamin’s mother, Danielle Fignolé, grew up the eldest in a large family living a
comfortable life in Port-au-Prince. Her mother was a schoolteacher, her father a populist hero—a
labor leader and politician. The first true champion of the black masses, he eventually became the
country’s president in 1957. But two weeks after his inauguration, that life was shattered. Soldiers
took Danielle’s parents at gunpoint and put them on a plane to New York, a coup hatched by the
Eisenhower administration. Danielle and her siblings were kidnapped, and ultimately smuggled out
of the country. Growing up, Rich knew little of this. No one in his family spoke of it. He didn’t know
why his mother struggled with emotional connection, why she was so erratic, so quick to anger. And



she, in turn, knew so little about him, about the emotional pain he moved through as a child, the
physical agony from his blood disease, while coming to terms with his sexuality at the dawn of the
AIDS crisis. For all that they could talk about—books, learning, world events—the deepest parts of
themselves remained a mystery to one another, a silence that, the older Rich got, the less he could
bear. It would take Rich years to piece together the turmoil that carried forward from his
grandfather, to his mother, to him, and then to bring that story to light. In Talk to Me, he doesn’t
just paint the portrait of his family, but a bold, pugnacious portrait of America—of the human cost of
the country’s hostilities abroad, the experience of migrants on these shores, and how the indelible
ties of family endure through triumph and loss, from generation to generation.

smedley d butler war is a racket: Nicaragua Daniel Kovalick, 2023-01-01 This book explores
the pernicious nature of US engagement with Nicaragua from the mid-19th century to the present in
pursuit of control and domination rather than in defense of democracy as it has incessantly claimed.
In turn, Nicaraguans have valiantly defended their homeland, preventing the US from ever
maintaining its control for long. While there were intermittent US forays into Nicaragua in the
1850s, sustained intervention in Nicaragua only began in 1911 when the US invaded Nicaragua to
put a halt to a canal project connecting its Atlantic and Pacific coasts to be partnered with Japan - a
project the US wanted to control for itself. The US Marines subsequently invaded Nicaragua a
number of times between 1911 and 1934 to try to maintain control over it, only to be repelled by
peasant guerillas led by Augusto Cesar Sandino. The Marines left for good only after the US had set
up the dictatorship of Anastasio Somoza, who then lured Sandino to Managua on the promise of a
peace deal and murdered him in cold blood. Successive generations of Somozas would rule
Nicaragua with an iron hand and critical US support until finally, in 1979, the latest iteration was
ousted by the Sandinistas - a movement inspired by Sandino and motivated by a unique philosophy
merging Christianity and Marxism. Led by Daniel Ortega, the Sandinistas established democracy in
Nicaragua with the country’s first free and fair elections in 1984. Once again, the US attempted to
subvert democracy by organizing Somoza’s former National Guardsmen into a terrorist group known
as the Contras. Directed and funded by the CIA, the Contras would terrorize Nicaragua for nearly 10
years. In 1990, the Sandinistas stood for early election and the war-weary voters selected Violeta
Chamorro. The Sandinistas relinquished office peacefully stepped, ceding the government to
Chamorro. For 17 long years, from 1990 to 2007, neo-liberal governments, beginning with Violetta
Chamorro, governed Nicaragua. Backed by the US, these governments neglected the people, leaving
almost half of the country un-electrified, without decent education or health care, and in poverty.
When Daniel Ortega and the Sandinistas returned to power in 2007 through elections, they
immediately established free health care and education, built infrastructure throughout the country,
and began to eradicate poverty. Now, almost 100% of the country is electrified; poverty and extreme
poverty have been greatly diminished.t
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