
language spoken in ethiopia
Language Spoken in Ethiopia: A Rich Mosaic of Voices

language spoken in ethiopia is a fascinating topic that reflects the country’s incredible cultural
diversity and historical depth. Ethiopia, located in the Horn of Africa, is home to over 80 different
ethnic groups, each with its own unique language or dialect. This linguistic variety makes Ethiopia one
of the most linguistically diverse nations in Africa and indeed the world. Understanding the languages
spoken in Ethiopia offers a window into its rich heritage, social fabric, and the everyday lives of its
people.

The Diversity of Language Spoken in Ethiopia

Ethiopia is often described as a “linguistic mosaic” because of the sheer number of languages spoken
across its regions. The country’s languages belong primarily to three major language families:
Afroasiatic (which includes Cushitic and Semitic branches), Nilo-Saharan, and Omotic. This diversity is
rooted in Ethiopia’s long history as a crossroads of civilizations and cultures.

Afroasiatic Languages: Cushitic and Semitic Branches

Among the Afroasiatic languages, the Cushitic and Semitic groups dominate. Cushitic languages are
mainly spoken in the southern and eastern parts of Ethiopia, while Semitic languages are more
common in the northern and central regions.

- **Amharic**: Probably the most widely known language spoken in Ethiopia, Amharic serves as the
official working language of the federal government. It is a Semitic language with its own unique
script called Ge’ez or Fidel. Amharic is used in administration, media, education, and is spoken by
millions as a first or second language.

- **Oromo**: The Oromo language belongs to the Cushitic branch and is the most widely spoken
language in Ethiopia by native speakers. It is prevalent in the Oromia region and has several dialects.
Oromo has gained official recognition and is increasingly used in regional administration and
educational settings.

- **Tigrinya**: Another significant Semitic language, Tigrinya is primarily spoken in the northern
Tigray region and parts of Eritrea. It shares the Ge’ez script with Amharic and has a rich literary
tradition.

Omotic and Nilo-Saharan Languages

While the Afroasiatic languages are dominant, Ethiopia’s linguistic landscape also includes Omotic
and Nilo-Saharan languages spoken mostly in the southwestern and western parts of the country.

- **Wolaytta**, **Hadiyya**, and **Kafa** are some of the notable Omotic languages. These



languages have distinct phonological and grammatical features and reflect the cultural uniqueness of
the communities in southern Ethiopia.

- **Nilo-Saharan languages** like **Nuer** and **Anuak** are spoken by smaller populations, mainly
in the Gambela region near the border with South Sudan.

Language and Identity in Ethiopia

In Ethiopia, language is more than just a communication tool—it’s a core part of ethnic identity and
cultural heritage. Each language carries its own oral traditions, folklore, music, and history.
Understanding the language spoken in Ethiopia is essential to appreciating the country’s diverse
ethnic groups and their contributions to national life.

The Role of Language in Education and Government

The Ethiopian government has adopted a federal system that recognizes the linguistic and ethnic
diversity of its people. This system gives regional states the right to use their own languages as the
medium of instruction in schools and for local administration. For example, in Oromia, Oromo is used
extensively in education and government affairs, while in Tigray, Tigrinya holds that role.

Amharic, however, remains the lingua franca and is widely used in federal government institutions,
national media, and as a second language by many Ethiopians. This multilingual approach helps
balance national unity with respect for local identities.

Scripts and Writing Systems in Ethiopia

One of the fascinating aspects of the language spoken in Ethiopia is the use of the Ge’ez script, an
ancient writing system that dates back over 2,000 years. Ge’ez is the liturgical language of the
Ethiopian Orthodox Church and serves as the root for the written forms of both Amharic and Tigrinya.

Ge’ez Script: An Ancient Legacy

Unlike the Latin alphabet used in English and many other languages, the Ge’ez script is an abugida,
where each symbol represents a consonant-vowel combination. This script is visually distinct and is a
source of national pride. Its continued use highlights the deep historical roots of Ethiopia’s written
culture.

Latin Alphabet and Other Scripts

Some languages spoken in Ethiopia, particularly those in the Omotic and Cushitic families, have
adopted the Latin alphabet for practical reasons, especially in education and literature development.



For example, Oromo uses a Latin-based script called Qubee, which was officially adopted in the
1990s. This transition has helped increase literacy and the production of written materials in regional
languages.

Language Preservation and Challenges

Ethiopia’s linguistic diversity is both a treasure and a challenge. With so many languages, some
spoken by only a few thousand people, there is a real risk of language loss. Globalization,
urbanization, and the dominance of major languages like Amharic and Oromo can sometimes
overshadow smaller languages.

Efforts to Preserve Minority Languages

Various cultural and academic institutions in Ethiopia are working to document and preserve
endangered languages. Local communities also play a critical role by passing down their languages
through oral traditions and cultural practices.

Language and Technology

The rise of digital technology presents new opportunities and challenges for languages spoken in
Ethiopia. Social media platforms, mobile apps, and online educational resources are increasingly
available in Amharic and Oromo, but less so for smaller languages. Expanding digital content in these
languages could help promote literacy and cultural preservation.

The Future of Language Spoken in Ethiopia

The future of Ethiopia’s languages is intertwined with the country’s social, political, and educational
developments. As Ethiopia continues to modernize and engage with the global community, there is
growing awareness of the importance of maintaining linguistic diversity while fostering
communication and unity.

Multilingual policies, investment in language education, and the use of technology will likely shape
how the various languages spoken in Ethiopia evolve. This delicate balance between preserving
tradition and embracing change makes the study of Ethiopia’s languages an endlessly intriguing
subject.

Exploring the language spoken in Ethiopia reveals much about the resilience and richness of its
people. Whether it’s the melodious tones of Amharic, the rhythmic cadence of Oromo, or the unique
sounds of Omotic languages, each voice contributes to the symphony of Ethiopia’s identity.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the official language of Ethiopia?
The official working language of Ethiopia is Amharic.

How many languages are spoken in Ethiopia?
Ethiopia is a multilingual country with over 80 languages spoken across the nation.

Which language is the most widely spoken in Ethiopia?
Amharic is the most widely spoken language in Ethiopia.

Are there any other widely spoken languages in Ethiopia
besides Amharic?
Yes, other widely spoken languages include Oromo, Tigrinya, Somali, and Afar.

Is English commonly used in Ethiopia?
English is widely taught in schools and used as a medium of instruction in higher education, making it
common among educated Ethiopians.

What language family do Ethiopian languages belong to?
Many Ethiopian languages, including Amharic, Oromo, and Tigrinya, belong to the Afroasiatic
language family.

Is Amharic written using the Latin alphabet?
No, Amharic is written using the Ge'ez script, which is an ancient script unique to Ethiopia and Eritrea.

Which language is used in Ethiopian government and
administration?
Amharic is primarily used in government and administration, although some regions use their own
local languages officially.

Do different regions in Ethiopia have their own official
languages?
Yes, Ethiopia is a federal country and many regional states have their own official languages
alongside Amharic.



What is the status of Oromo language in Ethiopia?
Oromo is the most widely spoken language by population in Ethiopia and is an official working
language in the Oromia regional state.

Additional Resources
Language Spoken in Ethiopia: A Linguistic Mosaic of Diversity and Heritage

Language spoken in Ethiopia presents one of the most fascinating cases of linguistic diversity
found anywhere in the world. Situated in the Horn of Africa, Ethiopia is home to more than 80 distinct
languages and numerous dialects that reflect its rich cultural tapestry and complex history.
Understanding the languages spoken in Ethiopia not only offers insights into its social and ethnic
composition but also highlights the challenges and opportunities faced in governance, education, and
national identity.

The Linguistic Landscape of Ethiopia

Ethiopia’s language profile is unique due to its sheer variety and the coexistence of multiple language
families. The country is predominantly classified as a multilingual society, where many citizens are
bilingual or multilingual. The major language families represented include Afroasiatic (with Semitic
and Cushitic branches), Omotic, and Nilo-Saharan languages.

Major Languages and Their Distribution

Among the many languages spoken in Ethiopia, several stand out due to their number of speakers,
official status, or cultural significance:

Amharic: The most widely spoken language and the official working language of the federal
government. Amharic belongs to the Semitic branch of the Afroasiatic family and serves as a
lingua franca in many parts of Ethiopia.

Oromo: Spoken by the Oromo people, the largest ethnic group in Ethiopia. Oromo is part of the
Cushitic branch and is gaining prominence as a regional official language, especially in the
Oromia regional state.

Tigrinya: Another Semitic language spoken mainly in the Tigray region and by Tigrayan
communities. It has significant historical importance and is also used in neighboring Eritrea.

Somali: A Cushitic language spoken by the Somali ethnic group primarily in the Somali region
of Ethiopia.

Sidamo, Wolaytta, Hadiyya, and Afar: These are other important languages belonging
mostly to the Cushitic and Omotic branches, spoken by various ethnic groups across southern



and eastern Ethiopia.

Official Language Policy and Multilingualism

Ethiopia’s language policy reflects its federal system, which divides the country into ethnically based
regional states. Since the adoption of the 1995 constitution, regional states have the authority to
determine their own official languages, often corresponding to the dominant ethnic group. This
decentralized approach has empowered many communities to promote their mother tongues in
administration, education, and media.

At the federal level, Amharic remains the official working language, but there has been an increasing
push for greater recognition and use of other major languages like Oromo and Tigrinya. This
multilingual environment presents both opportunities for cultural preservation and challenges in
national cohesion and communication.

The Role of Language in Ethiopian Society and Identity

Language in Ethiopia is more than a means of communication; it is deeply intertwined with ethnic
identity, history, and power dynamics. The linguistic diversity mirrors the country’s ethnic mosaic,
where language often serves as a marker of belonging and heritage.

Language and Ethnic Identity

Many Ethiopians identify strongly with their mother tongue, which reinforces ethnic pride and social
cohesion within communities. For example, Oromo speakers consider their language a central
component of their cultural identity, and the same is true for Tigrinya and Amharic speakers.

However, this strong ethnic-linguistic identification can also lead to tensions, especially when
language becomes politicized. Competing claims over language use in education, government, and
public life sometimes contribute to interethnic disputes.

Languages and Education

Ethiopia’s educational system reflects its linguistic complexity. Primary education often occurs in the
child’s mother tongue, which research shows can improve learning outcomes and literacy rates. The
government has promoted mother tongue instruction in early grades, particularly in regional states
where languages like Afaan Oromo, Tigrinya, and Somali are prevalent.

However, challenges remain in terms of developing quality educational materials, training teachers in
multiple languages, and balancing the use of local languages with the need for a unified national
language in higher education and administration. Amharic and English often serve as languages of



instruction in secondary and tertiary education.

Historical and Linguistic Influences

The language spoken in Ethiopia today is the product of millennia of interaction among various
peoples and civilizations. Ethiopia’s history as an ancient kingdom and its relative isolation have
contributed to preserving many unique languages.

The Legacy of Ge’ez

One of the most significant historical languages in Ethiopia is Ge’ez, an ancient Semitic language that
originated in the Horn of Africa. Although now a liturgical language used primarily in the Ethiopian
Orthodox Church, Ge’ez forms the linguistic foundation for modern Semitic languages in Ethiopia,
including Amharic and Tigrinya.

The Ge’ez script, also known as Fidel, is used to write several Ethiopian languages and is one of the
oldest alphasyllabaries still in use today. Its continued use highlights the deep historical continuity in
Ethiopian linguistic culture.

Influences from Neighboring Regions

Ethiopia’s location has exposed it to linguistic influences from the Arabian Peninsula, the Nile Valley,
and other parts of Africa. Cushitic languages, for example, share features with languages spoken in
Somalia and Kenya, while some Nilo-Saharan languages connect Ethiopia to communities in Sudan
and South Sudan.

Trade, migration, and religious exchange have all contributed to the linguistic mosaic, making
Ethiopia a crossroads of language families and dialects.

Challenges and Prospects for Language Development

Despite its rich linguistic heritage, Ethiopia faces several challenges in managing its complex
language environment.

Language Endangerment and Preservation

Some of the smaller languages and dialects risk becoming endangered due to urbanization,
migration, and the dominance of major languages like Amharic and Oromo. As younger generations
shift toward more widely spoken languages for education and economic opportunities, minority
languages may experience decline.



Efforts to document, revitalize, and promote these lesser-known languages are crucial for preserving
Ethiopia’s intangible cultural heritage.

Language Standardization and Media

The development of standardized orthographies and the expansion of media broadcasting in various
local languages have helped increase access to information and education. Radio, television, and
digital platforms now offer programming in numerous Ethiopian languages, fostering inclusivity and
linguistic pride.

However, balancing standardization with respect for dialectal variation remains a complex issue for
linguists and policymakers.

Language and National Unity

While linguistic diversity is a source of cultural wealth, it also poses challenges to national unity.
Ethiopia’s federal system attempts to accommodate this diversity, but tensions occasionally arise
over language use in government, public services, and national discourse.

Finding ways to promote multilingualism and mutual respect among linguistic communities continues
to be a priority for Ethiopian society.

Comparative Perspectives: Ethiopia and Other
Multilingual Nations

Ethiopia’s linguistic situation shares similarities with other multilingual countries such as India,
Nigeria, and Switzerland, where language diversity intersects with ethnic identities and political
structures.

Unlike some nations that adopt a single national language, Ethiopia’s federal approach grants
regional autonomy over language policy, which can empower minority groups but also fragment
communication at the national level.

In comparison, countries like Switzerland have successfully institutionalized multiple official languages
with clear frameworks for coexistence, offering potential lessons for Ethiopia’s ongoing language
management.

The language spoken in Ethiopia is not just a reflection of its past but a dynamic element shaping its
present and future. The rich array of tongues, ranging from the widely spoken Amharic and Oromo to
the lesser-known Omotic languages, underscores the country’s cultural depth and complexity. As
Ethiopia continues to evolve politically and socially, the role of language as a tool for education,
identity, communication, and unity will remain critical in navigating its diverse societal landscape.



Language Spoken In Ethiopia

  language spoken in ethiopia: Language in Ethiopia Marvin Lionel Bender, 1976 This
comprehensive study is the result of research by an interdisciplinary team of international scholars,
all with a particular interest in Ethiopia. The first part of the book contains an important
classification of Ethiopian languages, looks at their distribution and studies some special language
situations. The second part describes the official status of languages, the effects of migrations,
urbanization and education, and discusses the spread of Amharic and patterns of bilingualism. The
third part analyses in detail the organization of language teaching and teacher training in Ethiopia.
  language spoken in ethiopia: An Introduction to the Languages of the World Anatole Lyovin,
1997 This text is designed to introduce students to the variety of languages of the world.
  language spoken in ethiopia: The Oxford Handbook of Ethiopian Languages Ronny Meyer,
Bedilu Wakjira, Zelealem Leyew, 2023-05-04 This handbook provides a comprehensive account of
the languages spoken in Ethiopia, exploring both their structures and features and their function
and use in society. The first part of the volume provides background and general information
relating to Ethiopian languages, including their demographic distribution and classification,
language policy, scripts and writing, and language endangerment. Subsequent parts are dedicated
to the four major language families in Ethiopia - Cushitic, Ethiosemitic, Nilo-Saharan, and Omotic -
and contain studies of individual languages, with an initial introductory overview chapter in each
part. Both major and less-documented languages are included, ranging from Amharic and Oromo to
Zay, Gawwada, and Yemsa. The final part explores languages that are outside of those four families,
namely Ethiopian Sign Language, Ethiopian English, and Arabic. With its international team of
senior researchers and junior scholars, The Oxford Handbook of Ethiopian Languages will appeal to
anyone interested in the languages of the region and in African linguistics more broadly.
  language spoken in ethiopia: Languages in Africa Elizabeth C. Zsiga, One Tlale Boyer, Ruth
Kramer, 2015-03-03 People in many African communities live within a series of concentric circles
when it comes to language. In a small group, a speaker uses an often unwritten and endangered
mother tongue that is rarely used in school. A national indigenous language—written, widespread,
sometimes used in school—surrounds it. An international language like French or English, a vestige
of colonialism, carries prestige, is used in higher education, and promises mobility—and yet it will
not be well known by its users. The essays in Languages in Africa explore the layers of African
multilingualism as they affect language policy and education. Through case studies ranging across
the continent, the contributors consider multilingualism in the classroom as well as in domains
ranging from music and film to politics and figurative language. The contributors report on the
widespread devaluing and even death of indigenous languages. They also investigate how poor
teacher training leads to language-related failures in education. At the same time, they demonstrate
that education in a mother tongue can work, linguists can use their expertise to provoke changes in
language policies, and linguistic creativity thrives in these multilingual communities.
  language spoken in ethiopia: Grammatical and Sociolinguistic Aspects of Ethiopian
Languages Derib Ado, Almaz Wasse Gelagay, Janne Bondi Johannessen, 2021-04-23 The focus of this
unique publication is on Ethiopian languages and linguistics. Not only major languages such as
Amharic and Oromo receive attention, but also lesser studied ones like Sezo and Nuer are dealt
with. The Gurage languages, that often present a descriptive and sociolinguistic puzzle to
researchers, have received ample coverage. And for the first time in the history of Ethiopian
linguistics, two chapters are dedicated to descriptive studies of Ethiopian Sign Language, as well as
two studies on acoustic phonetics. Topics range over a wide spectrum of issues covering the lexicon,
sociolinguistics, socio-cultural aspects and micro-linguistic studies on the phonology, morphology
and syntax of Ethiopian languages.
  language spoken in ethiopia: Language and National Identity in Africa Andrew Simpson,
2008-02-07 This book focuses on language, culture, and identity in nineteen countries in Africa.
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Leading specialists, mainly from Africa, describe national linguistic and political histories, assess the
status of majority and minority languages, and consider the role of language in ethnic conflict.
  language spoken in ethiopia: Sociolinguistics / Soziolinguistik. Volume 3 Ulrich Ammon,
Norbert Dittmar, Klaus J. Mattheier, Peter Trudgill, 2008-07-14 No detailed description available for
SOCIOLINGUISTICS (AMMON) 3.TLBD HSK 3.3 2A E-BOOK.
  language spoken in ethiopia: Ethiopia Siegbert Uhlig, David Appleyard, Alessandro Bausi,
Wolfgang Hahn, Steven Kaplan, 2017 ETHIOPIA is a compendium on Ethiopia and Northeast Africa
for travellers, students, businessmen, people interested in Africa, policymakers and organisations. In
this book 85 specialists from 15 countries write about the land of our fossil ancestor `Lucy', about its
rock-hewn churches and national parks, about the coexistence of Christians and Muslims, and about
strange cultures, but also about contemporary developments and major challenges to the region.
Across ten chapters they describe the land and people, its history, cultures, religions, society and
politics, as well as recent issues and unique destinations, documented with tables, maps, further
reading suggestions and photos.
  language spoken in ethiopia: Languages in Jewish Communities, Past and Present Benjamin
Hary, Sarah Bunin Benor, 2018-11-05 This book offers sociological and structural descriptions of
language varieties used in over 2 dozen Jewish communities around the world, along with
synthesizing and theoretical chapters. Language descriptions focus on historical development,
contemporary use, regional and social variation, structural features, and Hebrew/Aramaic
loanwords. The book covers commonly researched language varieties, like Yiddish, Judeo-Spanish,
and Judeo-Arabic, as well as less commonly researched ones, like Judeo-Tat, Jewish Swedish, and
Hebraized Amharic in Israel today.
  language spoken in ethiopia: Encyclopedia of Language and Linguistics , 2005-11-24 The first
edition of ELL (1993, Ron Asher, Editor) was hailed as the field's standard reference work for a
generation. Now the all-new second edition matches ELL's comprehensiveness and high quality,
expanded for a new generation, while being the first encyclopedia to really exploit the multimedia
potential of linguistics. * The most authoritative, up-to-date, comprehensive, and international
reference source in its field * An entirely new work, with new editors, new authors, new topics and
newly commissioned articles with a handful of classic articles * The first Encyclopedia to exploit the
multimedia potential of linguistics through the online edition * Ground-breaking and International in
scope and approach * Alphabetically arranged with extensive cross-referencing * Available in print
and online, priced separately. The online version will include updates as subjects develop ELL2
includes: * c. 7,500,000 words * c. 11,000 pages * c. 3,000 articles * c. 1,500 figures: 130 halftones
and 150 colour * Supplementary audio, video and text files online * c. 3,500 glossary definitions * c.
39,000 references * Extensive list of commonly used abbreviations * List of languages of the world
(including information on no. of speakers, language family, etc.) * Approximately 700 biographical
entries (now includes contemporary linguists) * 200 language maps in print and online Also available
online via ScienceDirect – featuring extensive browsing, searching, and internal cross-referencing
between articles in the work, plus dynamic linking to journal articles and abstract databases, making
navigation flexible and easy. For more information, pricing options and availability visit
www.info.sciencedirect.com. The first Encyclopedia to exploit the multimedia potential of linguistics
Ground-breaking in scope - wider than any predecessor An invaluable resource for researchers,
academics, students and professionals in the fields of: linguistics, anthropology, education,
psychology, language acquisition, language pathology, cognitive science, sociology, the law, the
media, medicine & computer science. The most authoritative, up-to-date, comprehensive, and
international reference source in its field
  language spoken in ethiopia: Area Handbook for Ethiopia American University (Washington,
D.C.). Foreign Areas Studies Division, George Arthur Lipsky, 1964
  language spoken in ethiopia: Languages of the World Asya Pereltsvaig, 2017-08-24
Assuming no prior knowledge of linguistics, this textbook introduces readers to the rich diversity of
human languages, familiarizing students with the variety and typology of languages around the



world. An essential resource for undergraduate courses on language typology, historical linguistics
and general linguistics.
  language spoken in ethiopia: A Survey of Word Accentual Patterns in the Languages of the
World Harry van der Hulst, Rob Goedemans, Ellen van Zanten, 2010-12-15 In part I of this volume,
experts on various language areas provide surveys of word stress/accent systems of as many
languages in 'their' part of the world as they could lay their hands on. No preconditions (theoretical
or otherwise) were set, but the authors were encouraged to use the StressTyp data in their chapters.
Australian Languages (Rob Goedemans), Austronesian Languages (Ellen van Zanten, Ruben Stoel
and Bert Remijsen), Papuan Languages (Ellen van Zanten and Philomena Dol), North American
Languages (Keren Rice), South American Languages (Sergio Meira and Leo Wetzels), African
Languages (Laura Downing), European Languages (Harry van der Hulst), Asian Languages (Harry
van der Hulst and René Schiering), Middle Eastern Languages (Harry van der Hulst and Sam
Hellmuth). There is an introductory chapter (Chapter 1) that will provide the reader with elementary
terminology and theoretical tools to understand the variety of accentual systems that will be
discussed in the subsequent chapters of this book. Chapter 2 has a double function. It presents an
overview of stress patterns in Australian languages, but at the same time it is intended to
(re-)familiarize readers with the coding, terminology and theoretical ideas of the StressTyp
database. Chapter 11 presents statistical and typological information from the StressTyp database.
Part II of this volume contains 'language profiles' which are, for each of the 511 languages contained
in StressTyp (in 2009), extracts from the information that is contained in the database. This volume
will be of interest to people in the field of theoretical phonology and language typology. It will
function as a reference work for these groups of researchers, but also, more generally, for people
working on syntax and other fields of linguistics, who might wish to know certain basic facts about
the distribution of word accent systems
  language spoken in ethiopia: How Language Works David Crystal, 2007-03-29 In this
fascinating survey of everything from how sounds become speech to how names work, David Crystal
answers every question you might ever have had about the nuts and bolts of language in his usual
highly illuminating way. Along the way we find out about eyebrow flashes, whistling languages, how
parents teach their children to speak, how politeness travels across languages and how the way we
talk show not just how old we are but where we’re from and even who we want to be.
  language spoken in ethiopia: The Handbook of Linguistics Mark Aronoff, Janie
Rees-Miller, 2008-04-15 Presupposing no prior knowledge of linguistics,The Handbook of Linguistics
is the ideal resource for people who want to learn about the subject and its subdisciplines.
  language spoken in ethiopia: ,
  language spoken in ethiopia: Concise Encyclopedia of Languages of the World ,
2010-04-06 Concise Encyclopedia of Languages of the World is an authoritative single-volume
reference resource comprehensively describing the major languages and language families of the
world. It will provide full descriptions of the phonology, semantics, morphology, and syntax of the
world's major languages, giving insights into their structure, history and development, sounds,
meaning, structure, and language family, thereby both highlighting their diversity for comparative
study, and contextualizing them according to their genetic relationships and regional
distribution.Based on the highly acclaimed and award-winning Encyclopedia of Language and
Linguistics, this volume will provide an edited collection of almost 400 articles throughout which a
representative subset of the world's major languages are unfolded and explained in up-to-date
terminology and authoritative interpretation, by the leading scholars in linguistics. In highlighting
the diversity of the world's languages — from the thriving to the endangered and extinct — this work
will be the first point of call to any language expert interested in this huge area. No other single
volume will match the extent of language coverage or the authority of the contributors of Concise
Encyclopedia of Languages of the World. - Extraordinary breadth of coverage: a comprehensive
selection of just under 400 articles covering the world's major languages, language families, and
classification structures, issues and dispute - Peerless quality: based on 20 years of academic



development on two editions of the leading reference resource in linguistics, Encyclopedia of
Language and Linguistics - Unique authorship: 350 of the world's leading experts brought together
for one purpose - Exceptional editorial selection, review and validation process: Keith Brown and
Sarah Ogilvie act as first-tier guarantors for article quality and coverage - Compact and affordable:
one-volume format makes this suitable for personal study at any institution interested in areal,
descriptive, or comparative language study - and at a fraction of the cost of the full encyclopedia
  language spoken in ethiopia: Time: Language, Cognition & Reality Kasia M. Jaszczolt,
Louis de Saussure, 2013-05-02 This book considers linguistic and mental representations of time.
Prominent linguists and philosophers from all over the world examine and report on recent work on
the representation of temporal reference; the interaction of the temporal information from tense,
aspect, modality, temporal adverbials, and context; and the representation of the temporal relations
between events and states, as well as between facts, propositions, sentences, and utterances. They
link this to current research on the cognitive processing of temporal reference, linguistic and
philosophical semantics, psychology, and anthropology. The book is divided into three parts: Time,
Tense, and Temporal Reference in Discourse; Time and Modality; and Cognition and Metaphysics of
Time. It will interest scholars and advanced students of time and temporal reference in linguistics,
philosophy, anthropology, psychology, and cognitive science.
  language spoken in ethiopia: The Meroitic Language and Writing System Claude Rilly, Alex
de Voogt, 2012-08-27 This book provides an introduction to the Meroitic language and writing
system, which was used between circa 300 BC and 400 AD in the kingdom of Meroe, located in what
is now Sudan and Egyptian Nubia. This book details advances in the understanding of Meroitic, a
language that until recently was considered untranslatable. In addition to providing a full history of
the script and an analysis of the phonology, grammar, and linguistic affiliation of the language it
features: linguistic analyses for those working on Nilo-Saharan comparative linguistics, paleographic
tables useful to archeologists for dating purposes, and an overview of texts that can be translated or
understood by way of analogy for those working on Nubian religion, history, and archaeology.
  language spoken in ethiopia: The Oxford Handbook of the History of Linguistics Keith Allan,
2013-03-28 Leading scholars examine the history of linguistics from ancient origins to the present.
They consider every aspect of the field from language origins to neurolinguistics, explore the
linguistic traditions in different parts of the world, examine how work in linguistics has influenced
other fields, and look at how it has been practically applied
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