history of the chinese language

History of the Chinese Language

History of the Chinese language is a fascinating journey through thousands of
years of cultural evolution, linguistic development, and script innovation.
As one of the world's oldest continuous languages, Chinese holds a special
place not only in the linguistic landscape of Asia but also in global
history. Whether you are a language enthusiast, a history buff, or simply
curious about how languages evolve, exploring the history of the Chinese
language offers deep insights into China’s rich civilization and its people’s
way of communication.

The Origins of the Chinese Language

The roots of the Chinese language stretch back over 3,000 years, making it
one of the oldest recorded languages still in use today. The earliest known
form of Chinese writing, known as Oracle Bone Script, dates back to the Shang
Dynasty (c. 1600-1046 BCE). These inscriptions were found on turtle shells
and ox bones and were used primarily for divination purposes.

Oracle Bone Script: The First Written Records

The Oracle Bone Script represents the earliest stage of written Chinese. It
was a pictographic system where characters were simple drawings of objects or
concepts. This writing was not only a tool for communication but also a
window into the beliefs, politics, and society of ancient China. It laid the
groundwork for the complex character system that Chinese uses today.

Evolution into Bronze Inscriptions and Seal Script

Following the Oracle Bone Script, the Chinese script evolved into the Bronze
Inscriptions used during the Zhou Dynasty, carved onto ceremonial bronze
vessels. By the Qin Dynasty (221-206 BCE), the Seal Script was standardized
under Emperor Qin Shi Huang, unifying various regional scripts into a single,
more formalized writing style. This standardization was crucial in unifying
the nation and facilitating administration.

The Development of Chinese Dialects and Spoken



Forms

While the written language saw significant evolution, the spoken forms of
Chinese diversified over time. The history of the Chinese language is not
just about script but also about its many dialects and regional varieties.

From Old Chinese to Middle Chinese

Linguists categorize historical Chinese into several stages. 0ld Chinese,
used during the early dynasties, had a different phonetic structure compared
to what we hear today. By the time of the Tang Dynasty (618-907 CE), Middle
Chinese emerged as a more refined form, influencing the phonology of many
modern Chinese dialects.

The Rise of Dialects: Mandarin, Cantonese, and More

Chinese is not a single language but a family of related dialects, often
mutually unintelligible. Mandarin, the basis for Modern Standard Chinese,
evolved from the northern dialects, especially those spoken around Beijing.
Cantonese, Wu (spoken in Shanghai), Min (in Fujian), and other dialects
developed distinct phonetic and lexical characteristics. This diversity
reflects the vast geography and cultural variety within China.

The Impact of Chinese Characters on Language
and Culture

One of the most distinctive features of the Chinese language is its writing
system, which is logographic rather than alphabetic. Each character
represents a word or a meaningful part of a word, often combining elements
that hint at pronunciation and meaning.

How Chinese Characters Shaped Literacy and
Communication

Learning Chinese characters requires memorizing thousands of symbols, which
can be a daunting task. However, this system allowed the language to be
spoken differently across regions while maintaining a unified written form.
This unique aspect of Chinese script helped preserve cultural cohesion
despite linguistic diversity.



Classical Chinese and Literary Tradition

For centuries, Classical Chinese served as the written standard for
literature, philosophy, and official documents. It was a concise and elegant
form, quite different from the everyday spoken language. Great works by
Confucius, Laozi, and countless poets were penned in Classical Chinese,
profoundly influencing East Asian culture.

Modern Chinese Language: Standardization and
Global Influence

The 20th century brought significant changes to the history of the Chinese
language. With the fall of the Qing Dynasty and the rise of the Republic of
China, efforts were made to modernize and simplify the language to increase
literacy.

The Birth of Modern Standard Mandarin

Mandarin was promoted as the national language, known as Putonghua 1in
mainland China. It is based on the Beijing dialect but incorporates elements
from other northern dialects. Standard Mandarin is now taught in schools
across China and is the primary language for government, media, and
education.

Simplified Characters and Language Reform

In the 1950s, the Chinese government introduced simplified characters to make
reading and writing more accessible. Although traditional characters are
still used in Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Macau, simplified Chinese has become
dominant in mainland China and Singapore.

Chinese Language on the Global Stage

As China’s economic and cultural influence has grown, so has interest in
learning Chinese around the world. The history of the Chinese language is now
intertwined with its role as a global lingua franca. Institutions like
Confucius Institutes promote Chinese language education worldwide, fostering
cross-cultural understanding.



Understanding the Complexity and Beauty of
Chinese

The history of the Chinese language reveals much about the complexity and
resilience of human communication. Its characters are more than just writing;
they are art forms that have evolved over millennia. Understanding how the
language has changed helps learners appreciate the nuances of pronunciation,
grammar, and cultural context.

Tips for Learning Chinese with Historical Awareness

- Familiarize yourself with the origins of common characters to understand
their meaning better.

- Explore the difference between traditional and simplified characters to see
their historical development.

- Listen to various dialects to appreciate the diversity of spoken Chinese.

- Study Classical Chinese texts to gain insight into historical literature
and philosophy.

By appreciating the deep history behind the Chinese language, learners and
enthusiasts can connect more meaningfully with the language and culture.

The history of the Chinese language is not just a tale of words and
characters; it is a story about a civilization’'s identity, resilience, and
adaptation. From ancient oracle bones to modern digital communication,
Chinese continues to evolve while honoring its rich past.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of the Chinese language?

The Chinese language originated over 3,000 years ago during the Shang Dynasty
with the earliest known form being Old Chinese, evidenced by oracle bone
inscriptions.

How has the Chinese writing system evolved over
time?

The Chinese writing system evolved from ancient pictographs and ideographs
found in oracle bones to the more standardized seal script, clerical script,
and eventually the modern simplified and traditional characters used today.



What are the main historical stages of the Chinese
language?
The main historical stages of the Chinese language include 0ld Chinese (circa

1200 BCE—220 CE), Middle Chinese (circa 220-907 CE), and Modern Chinese,
which includes various dialects such as Mandarin, Cantonese, and others.

When did Mandarin become the standard Chinese
language?
Mandarin became the standard Chinese language during the early 20th century,

particularly after the establishment of the Republic of China, and was later
promoted by the People's Republic of China as Putonghua or Standard Chinese.

What role did the Qin Dynasty play in the
development of the Chinese language?

The Qin Dynasty (221-206 BCE) standardized the written script across China by
promoting the small seal script, which helped unify the diverse writing
systems used by different states.

How did the invention of printing affect the Chinese

language?

The invention of woodblock printing during the Tang Dynasty and movable type

printing in the Song Dynasty facilitated the spread of Chinese literature and

standardized characters, greatly influencing literacy and language
preservation.

What is Classical Chinese and how does it differ
from modern Chinese?

Classical Chinese is the written form based on the language of ancient texts
used for formal writing until the early 20th century; it is more concise and
uses different grammar compared to modern spoken Chinese languages.

How have dialects influenced the history of the
Chinese language?

China's diverse dialects, such as Cantonese, Shanghainese, and Hokkien,
reflect regional linguistic evolution and have influenced literature,
culture, and the development of the standard language.

What impact did the May Fourth Movement have on the



Chinese language?

The May Fourth Movement in 1919 promoted the use of vernacular Chinese
(baihua) over Classical Chinese, making literature and education more
accessible and modernizing the language.

How is the Chinese language connected to Chinese
culture and identity?

The Chinese language, with its unique characters and rich history, is deeply
intertwined with Chinese culture, philosophy, and identity, serving as a
symbol of unity and continuity across centuries.

Additional Resources

The Evolution and Legacy: A Deep Dive into the History of the Chinese
Language

history of the chinese language is a vast and intricate narrative that spans
thousands of years, reflecting the cultural, political, and social
transformations of one of the world’s oldest continuous civilizations. As one
of the most spoken languages globally, Chinese not only serves as a
linguistic bridge across diverse regions of China but also offers invaluable
insights into human history, communication, and identity. Understanding the
development of the Chinese language provides a unique perspective on how
language evolves in tandem with civilization and how it continues to
influence global interactions today.

Tracing the Origins: Early Forms and Scripts

The roots of the Chinese language extend back over 3,000 years, with
archaeological discoveries shedding light on its ancient beginnings. The
earliest known form of written Chinese is found in oracle bone inscriptions
dating to the late Shang dynasty (circa 1200-1046 BCE). These characters,
etched onto turtle shells and animal bones, represent the earliest evidence
of a logographic writing system, where symbols convey meaning rather than
sound alone.

Oracle Bone Script and Bronze Inscriptions

The oracle bone script marks the inception of Chinese written tradition,
characterized by pictographic and ideographic elements. This script was
primarily used for divination and ritual purposes, providing a glimpse into
early Chinese society’s concerns and worldview. Following this, the Bronze
inscriptions of the Zhou dynasty (1046-256 BCE) introduced more standardized



characters, often cast on ceremonial vessels. These inscriptions reveal not
only linguistic evolution but also the socio-political shifts of the time, as
script conventions began to unify.

The Transition to Seal Script and Clerical Script

During the Qin dynasty (221-206 BCE), the need for administrative efficiency
drove the standardization of Chinese characters into the Small Seal Script.
This unification was crucial in consolidating the vast empire under a single
written language, facilitating governance and communication. Subsequently,
the Han dynasty (206 BCE-220 CE) saw the emergence of the Clerical Script,
which simplified strokes and made writing faster and more practical for
everyday use. This phase laid the foundation for modern Chinese calligraphy
and script forms.

The Evolution of Chinese Language and Dialects

While the written language underwent formal standardization, the spoken forms
of Chinese diversified considerably. The history of the Chinese language 1is
marked by the coexistence and development of multiple dialects and language
varieties, often mutually unintelligible yet united through a common writing
system.

From O0ld Chinese to Middle Chinese

Linguistic research divides the historical phases of the Chinese language
into 0ld Chinese (circa 1250 BCE to 220 CE) and Middle Chinese (220-907 CE).
0ld Chinese, the language behind the earliest inscriptions and classical
texts, had a phonological system distinct from modern varieties, featuring
complex consonant clusters and fewer tones. Middle Chinese, documented in
rhyme dictionaries like the Qieyun, reflects significant phonetic changes,
including the emergence of tonal distinctions that characterize modern
Chinese dialects.

The Rise of Regional Dialects

The vast geographic expanse of China and its varied topography fostered the
development of regional dialects such as Mandarin, Cantonese, Wu, Min, and
Hakka. Mandarin, originally a northern dialect, gained prominence due to
political centralization and is now the basis of Standard Chinese
(Putonghua). Cantonese, prevalent in southern Guangdong and Hong Kong,
preserves more archaic phonological features. Wu (spoken around Shanghai) and
Min (found in Fujian and Taiwan) exhibit unique vocabulary and phonetics,



demonstrating the linguistic diversity embedded within the Chinese language.

The Impact of Script Reform and Modern
Standardization

The 20th century ushered in transformative changes in the Chinese language,
reflecting broader social and political reforms aimed at increasing literacy
and national cohesion.

Simplification of Characters

One of the most significant developments was the introduction of Simplified
Chinese characters by the People’s Republic of China in the 1950s. This
reform reduced the number of strokes in thousands of characters to facilitate
learning and writing. While Simplified Chinese is now standard in mainland
China and Singapore, Traditional Chinese characters remain in use in Taiwan,
Hong Kong, and Macau, highlighting ongoing cultural and political
distinctions.

The Promotion of Putonghua

Putonghua, or Standard Mandarin, was officially promoted as the national
language to unify communication across diverse linguistic groups. The
government implemented widespread education policies to teach Putonghua,
which has since become a critical tool for social mobility and national
integration. This standardization contrasts with the persistence of regional
dialects, which continue to thrive in informal settings and cultural
expressions.

The Role of Technology and Globalization

Advancements in technology have also influenced the Chinese language’s
trajectory. The rise of digital communication necessitated innovations such
as pinyin input methods, enabling users to type Chinese characters via their
phonetic transcription using the Roman alphabet. Moreover, globalization has
increased the international visibility of Chinese, leading to growing
interest in learning Mandarin as a second language worldwide.

Distinctive Features and Linguistic



Characteristics

Understanding the history of the Chinese language also involves examining its
unique linguistic traits, which set it apart from many Indo-European
languages.

* Logographic Writing System: Unlike alphabetic scripts, Chinese
characters represent words or morphemes, often combining semantic and
phonetic components.

e Tonal Nature: Mandarin employs four primary tones, while other dialects
like Cantonese have up to nine, making tone essential for meaning
differentiation.

e Analytic Grammar: Chinese relies heavily on word order and particles
rather than inflection to convey grammatical relationships.

e Rich Vocabulary and Classical Heritage: The language maintains a vast
lexicon, enriched by classical literature, poetry, and philosophical
texts dating back millennia.

These features contribute to the language’s complexity and elegance, posing
both challenges and opportunities for learners and linguists alike.

Reflecting on the History of the Chinese
Language

The history of the Chinese language is not merely a chronicle of linguistic
change but also a mirror reflecting the evolution of Chinese civilization.
From the earliest oracle bones to the modern digital age, the language has
adapted to shifting political realities, cultural exchanges, and
technological advancements. Its capacity to unify a linguistically diverse
population while preserving regional identities underscores its unique role
in Chinese society.

Moreover, the global rise of China as a major economic and cultural power
continues to elevate the significance of its language on the international
stage. As interest in Chinese language studies grows, understanding its
historical context becomes increasingly vital for appreciating its nuances
and potential.

Exploring the history of the Chinese language reveals a dynamic interplay
between tradition and innovation, unity and diversity, continuity and change.
It remains one of the most compelling examples of how language serves as both



a repository of heritage and a living, evolving medium of communication.

History Of The Chinese Language

history of the chinese language: A History of the Chinese Language Hongyuan Dong,
2020-12-30 A History of the Chinese Language provides a comprehensive introduction to the
historical development of the Chinese language from its Proto-Sino-Tibetan roots in prehistoric times
to Modern Standard Chinese. Taking a highly accessible and balanced approach, it presents a
chronological survey of the various stages of the Chinese language, covering key aspects such as
phonology, syntax, and semantics. The second edition presents a revised and updated version that
reflects recent scholarship in Chinese historical linguistics and new developments in related
disciplines. Features include: Coverage of the major historical stages in Chinese language
development, such as Old Chinese, Middle Chinese, Early Modern Chinese, and Modern Standard
Chinese. Treatment of core linguistic aspects of the Chinese language, including phonological
changes, grammatical development, lexical evolution, vernacular writing, the Chinese writing
system, and Chinese dialects. Inclusion of authentic Chinese texts throughout the book, presented
within a rigorous framework of linguistic analysis to help students to build up critical and evaluative
skills and acquire valuable cultural knowledge. Integration of materials from different disciplines,
such as archaeology, genetics, history, and sociolinguistics, to highlight the cultural and social
background of each period of the language. Written by a highly experienced instructor, A History of
the Chinese Language will be an essential resource for students of Chinese language and linguistics
and for anyone interested in the history and culture of China.

history of the chinese language: A Cultural History of the Chinese Language Sharron Gu,
2011-12-22 Chinese, one of the oldest active languages, evolved over 5,000 years. As such, it makes
for a fascinating case study in the development of language. This cultural history of Chinese
demonstrates that the language grew and responded to its music and visual expression in a manner
very similar to contemporary English and other Western languages. Within Chinese cultural history
lie the answers to numerous questions that have haunted scholars for decades: How does language
relate to worldview? What would happen to law after its language loses absolute binding power?
How do music, visual, and theatrical images influence literature? By presenting Chinese not as a
system of signs but as the history of a community, this study shows how language has expanded the
scope of Chinese imagination and offers a glimpse into the future of younger languages throughout
the world.

history of the chinese language: A Brief History of the Chinese Language II Xi Xiang,
2022-11-30 As the second volume of a multivolume set on Chinese phonetics, this book examines the
phonetical systems of Middle Chinese and phonetical changes from Old Chinese to Middle Chinese.
Chinese language history is generally split into three phases: (1) Old Chinese, the form of the
Chinese language spoken between the 18th century BCE and the 3rd century CE; (2) Middle
Chinese, between the 4th century CE to around the 12th century CE; and (3) Modern Chinese, since
the 13th century. This volume studies the phonological system of Middle Chinese, including the
initials system, finals system, and tonal system, examining the evolution of these systems from the
period of Old Chinese to that of Middle Chinese. This comprehensive groundwork on Chinese
phonetical history will be a must read for scholars and students studying Chinese language,
linguistics and, especially, for beginning learners of Middle Chinese phonetics.

history of the chinese language: The Chinese Language Bernhard Karlgren, 1949

history of the chinese language: A Brief History of the Chinese Language Xiang, Xi,
2022-12 As the first volume of a multi-volume set on Chinese phonetics, this book gives a full picture
of the historical development of the Chinese language and studies the phonetics of the early form of
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Chinese, i. e. Old Chinese. Chinese language history is generally split into three phases: 1) Old
Chinese, the form of the Chinese language spoken between the 18th century BC and the 3rd century
AD, 2) Middle Chinese, between the 4th century AD to around the 12th century AD, and 3) Modern
Chinese, since the 13th century. In this volume, the author first introduces basic issues in Chinese
language study, including research objectives, methodology, existing scholarship, periodization and
the distinctive linguistic characteristics of each period. The core chapters then describe and analyze
the phonetical systems of Old Chinese, covering the initials system and related eight aspects, two
types of rhyme groups, ancient finals and the tonal system. This comprehensive groundwork on
Chinese phonetical history will be a must read for scholars and students studying Chinese language,
linguistics and especially for those wishing to become acquainted with Old Chinese phonetics--

history of the chinese language: A Brief History of the Chinese Language VI Xi Xiang,
2023-03-15 As the sixth volume of a multivolume set on the Chinese language, this book studies the
influence of foreign culture on Middle Chinese lexicon and the development of synonyms, idioms,
and proverbs during the period. Focusing on lexicons in Middle Chinese, the middle form of the
Chinese language used between the 4th century CE and the 12th century CE, this book first analyzes
loanwords in Middle Chinese, a product of cultural exchange with western regions on the Silk Road
and the impact of Buddhism. It then discusses the differences in meaning between monosyllables
and polysyllables. The final chapter describes enriching idioms and proverbs and the major sources
of words, including classical works, Buddhist texts, and the spoken language. Illustrated with
abundant examples, this comprehensive groundwork on Chinese lexical history will be a must-read
for scholars and students studying ancient Chinese language and linguistics and especially for
beginning learners of the Middle Chinese lexicon.

history of the chinese language: A Brief History of the Chinese Language III Xi Xiang,
2022-11-30 As the third volume of a multivolume set on Chinese phonetics, this book examines the
phonetical system of Modern Chinese and phonetical changes from Middle Chinese to Modern
Chinese. Chinese language history is generally split into three phases: (1) Old Chinese, the form of
the Chinese language spoken between the 18th century BCE and the 3rd century CE, (2) Middle
Chinese, between the 4th century CE to around the 12th century CE, and (3) Modern Chinese, since
the 13th century. This volume studies the phonetical systems of Modern Chinese, including the
initials system, vowel final system, nasal final system, entering final system, and tonal system. The
author discusses the distinct change of these systems from the period of Middle Chinese to that of
Modern Chinese and studies the formation of the standard pronunciation of the common language of
the modern Han nation. This comprehensive groundwork on Chinese phonetical history will be a
must read for scholars and student studying Chinese language, linguistics, and especially for
beginning learners of Modern Chinese phonetics.

history of the chinese language: A Brief History of the Chinese Language I Xi Xiang,
2022-11-30 As the first volume of a multivolume set on Chinese phonetics, this book gives a full
picture of the historical development of the Chinese language and studies the phonetics of the early
form of Chinese, that is, Old Chinese. Chinese language history is generally split into three phases:
(1) Old Chinese, the form of the Chinese language spoken between the 18th century BCE and the
3rd century CE; (2) Middle Chinese, between the 4th century CE to around the 12th century CE; and
(3) Modern Chinese, since the 13th century. In this volume, the author first introduces basic issues
in Chinese language study, including research objectives, methodology, existing scholarship,
periodization, and the distinctive linguistic characteristics of each period. The core chapters then
describe and analyze the phonetical systems of Old Chinese, covering the initials system and related
eight aspects, two types of rhyme groups, ancient finals, and the tonal system. This comprehensive
groundwork on Chinese phonetical history will be a must read for scholars and students studying
Chinese language, linguistics and especially for those wishing to become acquainted with Old
Chinese phonetics.

history of the chinese language: The Chinese Language Daniel Kane, 2006 The Chinese
Language is a brief introduction to the main characteristics of Chinese, written to be accessible to



beginning students as well as anyone with a general interest in Chinese language and culture. Not a
language-learning title as such, The Chinese Language provides a demystifying overview of Chinese
from a linguistic, historical and social perspective. Providing basic information such as where
Chinese is spoken, the history and earliest written records, regional variations, and a description of
the writing system, The Chinese Language provides an excellent starting point for anyone intrigued
by the history and basics of Chinese language.

history of the chinese language: A Brief History of the Chinese Language IV Xi Xiang,
2023-03-15 As the fourth volume of a multi-volume set on the Chinese language, this book studies
the lexical system of Old Chinese and the development of different types of lexicons during the
period. Focusing on lexicons in Old Chinese, the early form of the Chinese language used between
the 18th century BCE and the 3rd century CE, this volume first introduces the methods of word
formation in Old Chinese by analyzing words inscribed in oracle bones of the Shang Dynasty.
[llustrated with examples, it then examines the lexical features of Old Chinese and explores the
progress and evolutionary features of monosyllabic words, polysyllabic words, lexical meanings,
synonyms, and idioms and proverbs over the course of the volume. This comprehensive groundwork
on Chinese lexical history is a must-read for scholars and students studying ancient Chinese
language, linguistics, and especially for beginning learners of the Old Chinese lexicon.

history of the chinese language: A Brief History of the Chinese Language VII Xi Xiang,
2023-03-15 As the seventh volume of a multi-volume set on the Chinese language, this book studies
the Mongolian influence on neologisms in Modern Chinese and innovations in word formation and
lexical meanings during the period. Focusing on lexicons in Modern Chinese, the Chinese language
used since the 13th century CE, this book first introduces new monosyllables and the entry of
spoken idioms and dialects into the written language as well as the mingling of the Chinese
language with the Mongolian and Manchu languages. It then focuses on the development and
features of polysyllabic words in Modern Chinese, covering alliterative and rhyming compounds and
trisyllabic and four-syllable words. The final chapter discusses the change of lexical meaning
systems in Modern Chinese based on an analysis of monosyllables, disyllables and polysyllables.
[lustrated with abundant examples, this comprehensive groundwork on Chinese lexical history will
be a must read for scholars and students studying the modern Chinese language and linguistics and
especially for beginning learners of the modern Chinese lexicon.

history of the chinese language: A Brief History of the Chinese Language VIII Xi Xiang,
2023-03-15 As the final volume of a multi-volume set on the Chinese language, this book studies the
Western and Japanese influence on the lexicon of Modern Chinese, lexical developments in
synonyms, idioms and proverbs in modern times, and lexical developments in contemporary times.
This volume first introduces the influence of foreign cultures on the modern Chinese lexicon with an
emphasis on loanwords from Japanese and Indo-European languages. It then discusses the
synonyms, idioms, and proverbs of Modern Chinese, elucidating their evolution, sources, and
composition. The final part centers on the development of the Chinese lexicon after the May Fourth
Movement in 1919, marking the beginning of the contemporary phase of the Chinese language. The
author analyzes trends and types of neologisms and loanwords and analyzes the blend of Mandarin
and dialect words and the necessity of lexical standardization. Illustrated with abundant examples,
this comprehensive groundwork on Chinese lexical history will be a must-read for scholars and
students studying Modern Chinese language, linguistics, and especially for beginning learners of
modern and contemporary Chinese lexicon.

history of the chinese language: Speaking of Chinese Raymond Chang, 2008-08-11 Explores
the richness, continuity, development, and uniqueness of the Chinese language and the meanings of
its strokes in addition to noting its limitations when applied to Western science and technology.

history of the chinese language: The Evolution of the Chinese Language Joseph Edkins,
2018-02-04 Excerpt from The Evolution of the Chinese Language: As Exemplifying the Origin and
Growth of Human Speech There are many reasons 'why the great Asiatic languages which have
literatures should all have sprung from one stem, which may have been current in Asia ten thousand




years ago. The power to produce a literature, for example, is hereditary, and the having that power
points to a common origin. But this book does not enter on the question. The believer in one original
language, and the believer in several, may alike read it without finding any contradiction of their
views. Its aim is of a humbler kind. It takes advantage of the simplicity in structure, and regularity in
change, belonging to the speech of one people, and proceeds to look steadily at the problem how did
that people become possessed of their peculiar speech. The evolution of this one language is kept
before the mind exclusively in order that attention may be fixed upon the physiological phenomena
present in the origin and growth of speech. Special prominence is given to the priority of the lips in
making letters when compared with the teeth, tongue and palate, involving as a consequence the
priority of labial roots over others. The necessary activity of the hand in root-making is described as
being of high importance in originating pronouns, and the distinction between verbs and nouns, as
well as in marking dimensions in space and opposition in qualities. About the Publisher Forgotten
Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at
www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten
Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original
format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the
original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair
the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left
to preserve the state of such historical works.

history of the chinese language: Chinese Jerry Norman, 1988-01-21 A study of the Chinese
language, tracing its history from its beginings in the second millennium BC to the present day.

history of the chinese language: “A” Brief History of the Chinese Language Xiang, Xi,
2023 As the first volume of a multi-volume set on Chinese phonetics, this book gives a full picture of
the historical development of the Chinese language and studies the phonetics of the early form of
Chinese, i. e. Old Chinese. Chinese language history is generally split into three phases: 1) Old
Chinese, the form of the Chinese language spoken between the 18th century BC and the 3rd century
AD, 2) Middle Chinese, between the 4th century AD to around the 12th century AD, and 3) Modern
Chinese, since the 13th century. In this volume, the author first introduces basic issues in Chinese
language study, including research objectives, methodology, existing scholarship, periodization and
the distinctive linguistic characteristics of each period. The core chapters then describe and analyze
the phonetical systems of Old Chinese, covering the initials system and related eight aspects, two
types of rhyme groups, ancient finals and the tonal system. This comprehensive groundwork on
Chinese phonetical history will be a must read for scholars and students studying Chinese language,
linguistics and especially for those wishing to become acquainted with Old Chinese phonetics--

history of the chinese language: A Brief History of the Chinese Language V Xi Xiang,
2023-03-15 As the fifth volume of a multi-volume set on the Chinese language, this book studies the
development of monosyllables and polysyllables in Middle Chinese and the overall evolution of
lexical meanings during the period. Focusing on lexicons in Middle Chinese, the Chinese language
used between the 4th and the 12th centuries CE, the book first introduces the monosyllabic
neologisms of Middle Chinese, including characters and words derived from Old Chinese lexicons
and those newly created. It then examines the development of polysyllabic words in Middle Chinese,
ranging from single-morpheme words to tautologies and compound words. The final chapter
discusses the changes and extension of word meanings in medieval Chinese. Illustrated with
abundant examples, this comprehensive groundwork on Chinese lexical history will be a must-read
for scholars and students studying ancient Chinese language and linguistics and especially for
beginning learners of the Middle Chinese lexicon.

history of the chinese language: “A” Brief History of the Chinese Language Xiang, Xi, 2023
As the first volume of a multi-volume set on Chinese phonetics, this book gives a full picture of the
historical development of the Chinese language and studies the phonetics of the early form of
Chinese, i. e. Old Chinese. Chinese language history is generally split into three phases: 1) Old
Chinese, the form of the Chinese language spoken between the 18th century BC and the 3rd century



AD, 2) Middle Chinese, between the 4th century AD to around the 12th century AD, and 3) Modern
Chinese, since the 13th century. In this volume, the author first introduces basic issues in Chinese
language study, including research objectives, methodology, existing scholarship, periodization and
the distinctive linguistic characteristics of each period. The core chapters then describe and analyze
the phonetical systems of Old Chinese, covering the initials system and related eight aspects, two
types of rhyme groups, ancient finals and the tonal system. This comprehensive groundwork on
Chinese phonetical history will be a must read for scholars and students studying Chinese language,
linguistics and especially for those wishing to become acquainted with Old Chinese phonetics--
history of the chinese language: “A” Brief History of the Chinese Language Xiang, Xi, 2023
As the first volume of a multi-volume set on Chinese phonetics, this book gives a full picture of the
historical development of the Chinese language and studies the phonetics of the early form of
Chinese, i. e. Old Chinese. Chinese language history is generally split into three phases: 1) Old
Chinese, the form of the Chinese language spoken between the 18th century BC and the 3rd century
AD, 2) Middle Chinese, between the 4th century AD to around the 12th century AD, and 3) Modern
Chinese, since the 13th century. In this volume, the author first introduces basic issues in Chinese
language study, including research objectives, methodology, existing scholarship, periodization and
the distinctive linguistic characteristics of each period. The core chapters then describe and analyze
the phonetical systems of Old Chinese, covering the initials system and related eight aspects, two
types of rhyme groups, ancient finals and the tonal system. This comprehensive groundwork on
Chinese phonetical history will be a must read for scholars and students studying Chinese language,
linguistics and especially for those wishing to become acquainted with Old Chinese phonetics--
history of the chinese language: “A” Brief History of the Chinese Language Xiang, Xi,
2023 As the first volume of a multi-volume set on Chinese phonetics, this book gives a full picture of
the historical development of the Chinese language and studies the phonetics of the early form of
Chinese, i. e. Old Chinese. Chinese language history is generally split into three phases: 1) Old
Chinese, the form of the Chinese language spoken between the 18th century BC and the 3rd century
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