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Esmeralda the Hunchback of Notre Dame: A Timeless Tale of Love, Courage, and Compassion

esmeralda the hunchback of notre dame is a phrase that instantly evokes vivid imagery of one of
literature’s most enduring stories. Victor Hugo’s masterpiece, *The Hunchback of Notre-Dame*,
introduced readers to a world of complex characters, rich historical settings, and profound themes.
Among these characters, Esmeralda stands out as a symbol of innocence, beauty, and resilience. But
who exactly is Esmeralda, and how does she fit into the tapestry of this tragic narrative? Let’s explore
the character of Esmeralda, her role in the story, and why she continues to captivate audiences
centuries after Hugo’s novel was first published.

Who is Esmeralda in The Hunchback of Notre Dame?

Esmeralda is a young, compassionate, and spirited Romani girl who captures the hearts of several
main characters in Victor Hugo’s novel. Known for her enchanting beauty and kindness, Esmeralda is
a street performer in medieval Paris, dancing and entertaining crowds with her goat, Djali. Despite her
vibrant exterior, she faces prejudice and danger in a society that marginalizes her community.

Her character is often seen as a beacon of hope and purity amid the dark and often cruel realities of
the time. Esmeralda’s interactions with other characters, including Quasimodo, the deformed bell-
ringer of Notre Dame Cathedral, and the villainous Archdeacon Frollo, drive much of the plot’s
emotional intensity and moral complexity.

The Role of Esmeralda in the Story

Esmeralda’s presence in *The Hunchback of Notre-Dame* is pivotal. She represents a contrast to the
grimness of Parisian society and the harshness faced by outcasts. Her kindness and innocence make
her a target of both admiration and envy. Several characters are drawn to her for different reasons:

- **Quasimodo**, the hunchback, falls in love with her genuine kindness, which contrasts with the
cruelty he usually experiences.
- **Phoebus de Châteaupers**, a handsome captain, is infatuated with her beauty.
- **Claude Frollo**, the conflicted archdeacon, struggles between his desire and his moral restraints,
ultimately leading to destructive consequences.

Esmeralda’s fate is a tragic one, reflecting the novel’s themes of injustice, fate, and societal prejudice.

The Historical and Cultural Context of Esmeralda

Understanding Esmeralda requires a glimpse into the historical and cultural backdrop of 15th-century
Paris. Victor Hugo wrote *The Hunchback of Notre-Dame* in 1831, during a time when romanticism
and a fascination with the medieval past were prevalent in literature.



Romani Representation in Hugo’s Work

Esmeralda is portrayed as a Romani girl, a group often misunderstood and marginalized throughout
history. Hugo uses her character to highlight the discrimination faced by the Romani people. Her
outsider status reflects the broader theme of social exclusion that permeates the novel.

Interestingly, Hugo’s depiction of Esmeralda blends romanticized notions of freedom and mystery
associated with Romani culture with the harsh realities of prejudice. This duality invites readers to
question societal norms and empathize with those who live on the fringes.

Notre Dame Cathedral as a Symbolic Setting

The Notre Dame Cathedral itself is more than just a backdrop—it’s a central symbol in the story. It
represents sanctuary, spirituality, and the contrast between the sacred and the profane. Esmeralda’s
association with the cathedral, especially through Quasimodo, ties her fate to this iconic monument.
The cathedral’s looming presence throughout the novel emphasizes themes of fate and the passage
of time.

Esmeralda in Adaptations and Popular Culture

The character of Esmeralda has transcended the pages of Hugo’s novel, inspiring numerous
adaptations in film, theater, and animation. Each interpretation brings a new dimension to her story,
reflecting changing societal values and artistic visions.

Disney's Esmeralda: A Modern Take

One of the most famous portrayals of Esmeralda is in Disney’s 1996 animated film *The Hunchback of
Notre Dame*. This version presents Esmeralda as a strong-willed and compassionate heroine who
fights against injustice. Disney’s adaptation emphasizes themes of acceptance, diversity, and
standing up for what is right, making Esmeralda a role model for younger audiences.

While the Disney Esmeralda differs in many ways from Hugo’s original—most notably in tone and
outcome—it retains her core qualities of kindness and courage. This adaptation helped introduce the
story to a new generation worldwide.

Theatrical and Cinematic Interpretations

Beyond animation, Esmeralda has been portrayed in stage musicals, live-action films, and television
series. These adaptations often explore the romantic and tragic dimensions of her character,
highlighting her complex relationships with Quasimodo and Frollo.

For example, the 1939 film starring Maureen O’Hara presents Esmeralda with a blend of innocence



and determination, while the 1996 live-action film starring Salma Hayek adds layers of sensuality and
strength. Each portrayal keeps the essence of Esmeralda alive, showcasing her as a multifaceted
figure.

Why Esmeralda the Hunchback of Notre Dame Still
Resonates Today

The enduring appeal of Esmeralda’s character lies in her humanity. She embodies themes that
resonate across time: the struggle for acceptance, the fight against injustice, and the power of
compassion.

Lessons From Esmeralda’s Story

Esmeralda teaches us about empathy and courage. Despite facing discrimination and danger, she
remains true to her values and helps others. Her story encourages readers and viewers alike to look
beyond appearances and societal labels.

Symbol of Hope and Resistance

In a world that often judges based on superficial differences, Esmeralda’s character reminds us of the
importance of standing up for what is right. Her resistance against oppression and her kindness
towards the marginalized make her a symbol of hope.

Exploring Themes Through Esmeralda’s Character

Victor Hugo’s *The Hunchback of Notre-Dame* is rich with themes, many of which are embodied in
Esmeralda’s character.

Prejudice and Social Injustice: Esmeralda’s experiences highlight the harsh realities of
discrimination against minorities.

Beauty and Inner Worth: Her story challenges the idea that external beauty defines a
person’s value.

Love and Sacrifice: The relationships surrounding Esmeralda explore different facets of love,
from selfless to possessive.

Fate and Destiny: The tragic outcomes in her life reflect the novel’s meditation on the forces
beyond human control.



Understanding these themes through Esmeralda’s perspective enriches our appreciation of Hugo’s
work and its social commentary.

Tips for Readers and Viewers

If you’re diving into *The Hunchback of Notre-Dame* for the first time or exploring its adaptations,
keeping Esmeralda’s character at the center can deepen your experience:

- Pay attention to how different adaptations interpret her motives and personality.
- Reflect on the social issues her character brings to light, especially regarding marginalization.
- Consider how her story connects to contemporary discussions about inclusion and justice.

By doing so, you’ll find Esmeralda not just a character in a story, but a timeless figure whose message
continues to inspire.

Esmeralda the hunchback of notre dame is more than a literary character; she is a symbol woven into
the fabric of cultural history. Through her, Victor Hugo invites us to confront societal prejudices,
celebrate human dignity, and embrace the complexities of love and sacrifice. Whether through the
pages of a classic novel or the vibrant frames of an animated film, Esmeralda’s legacy endures,
reminding us all of the power of compassion in a challenging world.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Esmeralda in The Hunchback of Notre Dame?
Esmeralda is a compassionate and spirited Romani woman who is one of the main characters in The
Hunchback of Notre Dame. She is known for her beauty, kindness, and her skills as a dancer.

What role does Esmeralda play in The Hunchback of Notre
Dame story?
Esmeralda plays the role of a symbol of innocence and goodness. She captures the hearts of several
characters including Quasimodo and Phoebus, and her fate drives much of the novel's tragic plot.

Is Esmeralda based on a real person?
Esmeralda is a fictional character created by Victor Hugo in his 1831 novel The Hunchback of Notre
Dame. She is not based on any real individual but represents themes of love, prejudice, and social
injustice.

How is Esmeralda portrayed in Disney's adaptation of The
Hunchback of Notre Dame?
In Disney's adaptation, Esmeralda is portrayed as a strong, independent, and kind-hearted woman
who stands up against injustice and fights for the rights of her people.



What is Esmeralda's relationship with Quasimodo?
Esmeralda shows kindness and compassion towards Quasimodo, the hunchback bell-ringer, who is
otherwise shunned by society. Their friendship is central to the story, highlighting themes of
acceptance and humanity.

What themes does Esmeralda's character represent in The
Hunchback of Notre Dame?
Esmeralda represents themes of compassion, social injustice, prejudice against minorities, and the
struggle for freedom and acceptance.

How does Esmeralda’s character influence the plot of The
Hunchback of Notre Dame?
Esmeralda’s character is pivotal to the plot as her arrest and trial spark the main conflict, and her
interactions with other characters reveal their true natures and drive the story’s tragic events.

What is the significance of Esmeralda’s cultural background in
The Hunchback of Notre Dame?
Esmeralda’s Romani heritage is significant as it highlights themes of discrimination and
marginalization, showcasing the social prejudices and injustices faced by minority groups in 15th
century Paris.

Additional Resources
**Esmeralda in The Hunchback of Notre Dame: An Analytical Exploration of a Complex Character**

esmeralda the hunchback of notre dame stands as one of the most enduring and compelling
figures in classic literature and its many adaptations. Originating from Victor Hugo’s 1831 novel
*Notre-Dame de Paris*, Esmeralda is a character who embodies innocence, beauty, and tragedy, set
against the backdrop of medieval Paris. This article delves into the multifaceted portrayal of
Esmeralda, examining her role within the narrative, her symbolic significance, and the evolving
interpretations of her character across various media. By weaving together literary analysis and
cultural perspectives, this comprehensive review sheds light on why Esmeralda remains a topic of
fascination in discussions surrounding *The Hunchback of Notre Dame.*

Understanding Esmeralda’s Role in Victor Hugo’s
Narrative

Esmeralda is introduced in Hugo’s novel as a young Romani dancer whose charm and vivacity
captivate the inhabitants of Paris, including the novel’s tragic protagonist, Quasimodo—the
hunchbacked bell-ringer of Notre Dame Cathedral. Her character is pivotal, not only as a catalyst for
the plot but also as a symbol of purity and freedom contrasted against the harsh social and religious



constraints of the time.

Within *The Hunchback of Notre Dame*, Esmeralda’s story intertwines with themes of social injustice,
prejudice, and unrequited love. Her Romani heritage subjects her to discrimination, while her
kindness and empathy highlight the novel’s critique of societal hypocrisy. Esmeralda’s interactions
with characters such as Claude Frollo and Phoebus de Châteaupers reveal the complexities of human
desire and moral ambiguity central to Hugo’s work.

Symbolism and Themes Surrounding Esmeralda

Esmeralda represents more than a mere love interest; she is a living emblem of marginalized
communities and the innocence destroyed by cruelty and fanaticism. Her character’s fate
underscores the tragic consequences of intolerance and the failure of society to protect the
vulnerable.

The juxtaposition between Esmeralda’s ethereal beauty and Quasimodo’s deformity also serves as a
commentary on external appearances versus inner worth. While Esmeralda is adored for her outward
grace, Quasimodo’s inner nobility challenges superficial judgments. This dynamic enriches the
narrative’s exploration of human dignity and compassion.

Esmeralda in Adaptations: From Literature to Screen

The enduring appeal of *The Hunchback of Notre Dame* has led to numerous adaptations across
stage, film, and television. Each adaptation offers a unique interpretation of Esmeralda’s character,
reflecting contemporary values and artistic priorities.

Disney’s Animated Interpretation

One of the most globally recognized versions of Esmeralda comes from Disney’s 1996 animated film
*The Hunchback of Notre Dame*. This adaptation reimagines Esmeralda as a strong-willed and
socially conscious woman who actively opposes injustice, a shift from the more passive victim
portrayed in the novel.

Disney’s Esmeralda is notable for her vocal activism and empowerment, traits that align with modern
feminist ideals. The film emphasizes her bravery and leadership, particularly in standing up against
the villainous Judge Frollo. However, some critics argue that this portrayal simplifies the character’s
complexity, focusing more on heroism than the nuanced tragedy that defines her literary counterpart.

Comparative Analysis: Literary vs. Cinematic Esmeralda

| Aspect | Victor Hugo’s Esmeralda | Disney’s Esmeralda |
|-----------------------|---------------------------------------|-------------------------------------|
| Personality | Innocent, gentle, vulnerable | Assertive, courageous, outspoken |



| Social Role | Marginalized Romani dancer | Activist and defender of the oppressed |
| Relationship Dynamics | Object of desire and tragic victim | Proactive agent of change |
| Narrative Outcome | Tragic death and martyrdom | Survival and hopeful resolution |

This comparison highlights how adaptations can shift a character’s core traits to align with different
narrative intentions and audience expectations.

The Cultural Impact of Esmeralda

Esmeralda’s character has transcended literature, influencing cultural discourse on ethnicity, gender,
and social justice. As a Romani figure, she has sparked conversations about representation and
stereotype in media. Historically, Romani people have been subject to negative depictions, and
Esmeralda’s portrayal both challenges and perpetuates certain tropes.

Moreover, Esmeralda’s narrative intersects with issues of gender roles in literature. Her vulnerability
juxtaposed with moments of agency offers a complex study of female archetypes in 19th-century
fiction. Modern reinterpretations, especially in film and theater, often emphasize empowerment,
reflecting evolving attitudes toward female characters.

Portrayals in Theater and Musical Productions

The stage adaptations, such as the widely acclaimed *Notre-Dame de Paris* musical, spotlight
Esmeralda’s emotional depth through song and performance. These productions often highlight her
inner conflict and resilience, making her story resonate with contemporary audiences.

Actors portraying Esmeralda face the challenge of balancing her innocence with the character’s
inherent strength. The role demands a nuanced performance that conveys vulnerability without
reducing the character to a stereotype.

Analyzing the Pros and Cons of Esmeralda’s Portrayal

Understanding the strengths and limitations of Esmeralda’s various portrayals provides insight into
her enduring legacy.

Pros: Esmeralda serves as a powerful symbol of marginalized voices and humanizes the plight
of the oppressed. Her character invites empathy and awareness about social injustices.

Cons: Some adaptations risk oversimplifying or romanticizing her character, potentially
reinforcing stereotypes associated with Romani people or diminishing the tragic gravity of her
narrative.

The balance between faithful representation and creative adaptation remains a key consideration for



future portrayals.

Impact on Modern Storytelling and Representation

Esmeralda’s story continues to influence writers and filmmakers who aim to address themes of
diversity and inclusion. Her character challenges creators to present multidimensional figures that
reflect real-world complexities. As conversations around cultural sensitivity and authenticity grow,
Esmeralda’s legacy serves as both inspiration and caution.

The character’s adaptability underscores the timeless nature of Hugo’s themes—love, prejudice, and
humanity—while inviting ongoing reinterpretation to suit changing societal contexts.

---

Esmeralda the hunchback of notre dame remains a figure of literary and cultural significance,
embodying the tensions between beauty and suffering, freedom and oppression. Through careful
analysis of her origins, symbolic role, and diverse portrayals, it becomes evident that Esmeralda is
much more than a character; she is a mirror reflecting the complexities of human society and the
enduring struggle for dignity amidst adversity. Whether encountered in the pages of Hugo’s novel or
on the stage and screen, Esmeralda’s story continues to provoke thought and elicit profound
emotional response.

Esmeralda The Hunchback Of Notre Dame

  esmeralda the hunchback of notre dame: The Hunchback of Notre Dame Victor Hugo,
2014-07-01 In this graphic version of the story, Quasimodo, the reviled bell-ringer of Notre Dame,
becomes a hero when he rescues the gypsy girl Esmeralda from an unjust sentence of death.
  esmeralda the hunchback of notre dame: The Hunchback of Notre Dame , As part of
ClassicReader.com, Stephane Theroux presents the full text of the book entitled The Hunchback of
Notre Dame. The book was written by French writer Victor-Marie Hugo (1802-1885). It is the story
of the disfigured Quasimodo and his love of the beautiful gypsy Esmeralda, set in 15th-century Paris,
France.
  esmeralda the hunchback of notre dame: The Hunchback of Notre Dame Victor Hugo,
2021-01-01 The Hunchback of Notre-Dame' is a French Romantic/Gothic novel by Victor Hugo,
published in 1831. The original French title refers to Notre Dame Cathedral, on which the story is
centered. The story is set in Paris, France in the late middle ages, during the reign of Louis XI. Hugo
wrote this novel to make his contemporaries more aware of the value of the Gothic architecture,
which was neglected and often destroyed to be replaced by new buildings, or defaced by
replacement of parts of buildings in a newer style.
  esmeralda the hunchback of notre dame: The Hunchback of Notre-Dame Victor Hugo,
1993 Theatre program.
  esmeralda the hunchback of notre dame: The Hunchback of Notre-Dame Victor Hugo,
2002-10-08 Set in medieval Paris, Victor Hugo’s powerful historical romance The Hunchback of
Notre-Dame has resonated with succeeding generations ever since its publication in 1837. It tells
the story of the beautiful gypsy Esmeralda, condemned as a witch by the tormented archdeacon
Claude Frollo, who lusts after her. Quasimodo, the deformed bell ringer of Notre-Dame Cathedral,

https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-147/esmeralda-the-hunchback-of-notre-dame.pdf


having fallen in love with the kindhearted Esmeralda, tries to save her by hiding her in the
cathedral’s tower. When a crowd of Parisian peasants, misunderstanding Quasimodo’s motives,
attacks the church in an attempt to liberate her, the story ends in tragedy.
  esmeralda the hunchback of notre dame: The Hunchback of Notre Dame Victor Hugo,
2003-06-23 Bring the Classics To Life. These novels have been adapted into 10 short chapters that
will excite the reluctant reader as well as the enthusiastic one. Key words are defined and used in
context. Multiple-choice questions require the student to recall specific details, sequence the events,
draw inferences from story context, develop another name for the chapter, and choose the main
idea. Let the Classics introduce Kipling, Stevenson, and H.G. Wells. Your students will embrace the
notion of Crusoe's lonely reflections, the psychological reactions of a Civil War soldier at
Chancellorsville, and the tragedy of the Jacobite Cause in 18th Century Scotland. In our society,
knowledge of these Classics is a cultural necessity. Improves fluency, vocabulary and
comprehension.
  esmeralda the hunchback of notre dame: Hunchback Of Notre Dame Becky Story,
2025-04-22 The poet, Gringoire and Quasimodo, the bell-ringer for the Cathedral of Notre Dame,
meet a beautiful gypsy girl named Esmeralda. Gypsies are not allowed in the city of Paris and when
Frollo, the Advisor to the King, tries to arrest Esmeralda she escapes with the help of Quasimodo.
Gringoire eventually finds Esmeralda and Frollo is arrested by the king. Gringoire and Esmeralda
are married. The audio includes every word in the eBook and a musical background.
  esmeralda the hunchback of notre dame: Mouse Morality Annalee R. Ward, 2010-01-01 2004
– Clifford G. Christians Ethics Research Award — The Carl Couch Center for Social and Internet
Research Kids around the world love Disney animated films, and many of their parents trust the
Disney corporation to provide wholesome, moral entertainment for their children. Yet frequent
protests and even boycotts of Disney products and practices reveal a widespread unease with the
sometimes mixed and inconsistent moral values espoused in Disney films as the company attempts to
appeal to the largest possible audience. In this book, Annalee R. Ward uses a variety of analytical
tools based in rhetorical criticism to examine the moral messages taught in five recent Disney
animated films—The Lion King, Pocahontas, The Hunchback of Notre Dame, Hercules, and Mulan.
Taking the films on their own terms, she uncovers the many mixed messages they purvey: for
example, females can be leaders—but male leadership ought to be the norm; stereotyping is
wrong—but black means evil; historical truth is valued—but only tell what one can sell, etc. Adding
these messages together, Ward raises important questions about the moral ambiguity of Disney's
overall worldview and demonstrates the need for parents to be discerning in letting their children
learn moral values and life lessons from Disney films.
  esmeralda the hunchback of notre dame: The Hunchback of Notre Dame Perley Poore
Sheehan, 1923
  esmeralda the hunchback of notre dame: The Hunchback of Notre Dame Victor Hugo,
2010-09-01 Presents an illustrated version of the tale of Quasimodo, the hunchbacked bellringer of
Notre Dame Cathedral, and his struggle to save the gypsy dancer Esmeralda from being unjustly
executed.
  esmeralda the hunchback of notre dame: The Hunchback of Notre-Dame Victor Hugo, 1849
  esmeralda the hunchback of notre dame: The Hunchback of Notre Dame Steck-Vaughn
Company, Victor Hugo, 1983-02 Hugo's great historical romance, renowned for its tragic story as
well as for its masterful detailing of medieval Parisian life, in a revised translation of the anonymous
nineteenth-century English translation. Copyright © Libri GmbH. All rights reserved.
  esmeralda the hunchback of notre dame: The Hunchback of Notre Dame Annotated Victor
Marie Hugo, 2020-11-13 The Hunchback of Notre Dame is set in Paris during the 15th century. The
story centres on Quasimodo, the deformed bell ringer of Notre-Dame Cathedral, and his unrequited
love for the beautiful dancer La Esmeralda. Esmeralda, born Agnès, is perceived to be a French
Roma girl. Her biological mother is a former prostitute once known as Paquette la Chantefleurie but
now known as Sister Gudule; her paternity is unknown. Fifteen years before the events of the novel,



a group of Roma kidnapped the infant Agnès from her mother's room. Esmeralda has no knowledge
of her kidnapping: she lives and travels with the Roma as if she is one of them. Quasimodo first
meets Esmeralda at the Feast of Fools, an annual festival parodying ecclesiastical ritual and cardinal
elections. During the festival, Quasimodo is elected Pope of the Fools and subsequently beaten by an
angry mob. Esmeralda takes pity on him and offers him a drink of water. Quasimodo thereafter falls
in love with the dancer and decides to devote himself to protecting her.Unbeknownst to Quasimodo,
two other men vie for Esmeralda's affection: Quasimodo's adoptive father, Archdeacon Dom Claude
Frollo, and the womanizing captain Phoebus de Châteaupers. Esmeralda, for her part, has fallen
hopelessly in love with Captain Phoebus. When he asks her to meet him in secret late one night, she
enthusiastically agrees. That night Phoebus tries to persuade Esmeralda to sleep with him. From a
closet in Phoebus's room, a disguised Frollo spies on the couple. After he sees Phoebus kiss
Esmeralda's shoulder, the archdeacon, in a fit of jealous rage, breaks down the closet door and stabs
Phoebus in the back. Phoebus collapses before he can see his assailant. Esmeralda too loses
consciousness, and Frollo escapes, leaving Esmeralda as the only suspect for the attempted
murder.Esmeralda is quickly captured by the king's guard. Master Jacques Charmolue presides over
her trial. Charmolue sentences her to death after she falsely confesses to witchcraft and to
murdering Phoebus. (Esmeralda is unaware that Phoebus is alive.) Quasimodo attempts to shelter
Esmeralda in Notre-Dame, but he is ultimately unable to save her. Frollo betrays Quasimodo and
Esmeralda by taking Esmeralda from the cathedral and releasing her to an angry mob of Parisians.
Shortly thereafter Esmeralda is hanged, and Quasimodo, in his grief and despair, pushes Frollo from
the cathedral tower. The novel ends many years later, when two skeletons--that of a hunchback and
that of a woman--are found embracing in Esmeralda's tomb. Hugo reports that Phoebus also came to
a tragic end: He married.....
  esmeralda the hunchback of notre dame: The Hunchback of Notre Dame Annotated
Victor Hugo, 2020-10-17 The Hunchback of Notre Dame is set in Paris during the 15th century. The
story centres on Quasimodo, the deformed bell ringer of Notre-Dame Cathedral, and his unrequited
love for the beautiful dancer La Esmeralda. Esmeralda, born Agnès, is perceived to be a French
Roma girl. Her biological mother is a former prostitute once known as Paquette la Chantefleurie but
now known as Sister Gudule; her paternity is unknown. Fifteen years before the events of the novel,
a group of Roma kidnapped the infant Agnès from her mother's room. Esmeralda has no knowledge
of her kidnapping: she lives and travels with the Roma as if she is one of them. Quasimodo first
meets Esmeralda at the Feast of Fools, an annual festival parodying ecclesiastical ritual and cardinal
elections. During the festival, Quasimodo is elected Pope of the Fools and subsequently beaten by an
angry mob. Esmeralda takes pity on him and offers him a drink of water. Quasimodo thereafter falls
in love with the dancer and decides to devote himself to protecting her.Unbeknownst to Quasimodo,
two other men vie for Esmeralda's affection: Quasimodo's adoptive father, Archdeacon Dom Claude
Frollo, and the womanizing captain Phoebus de Châteaupers. Esmeralda, for her part, has fallen
hopelessly in love with Captain Phoebus. When he asks her to meet him in secret late one night, she
enthusiastically agrees. That night Phoebus tries to persuade Esmeralda to sleep with him. From a
closet in Phoebus's room, a disguised Frollo spies on the couple. After he sees Phoebus kiss
Esmeralda's shoulder, the archdeacon, in a fit of jealous rage, breaks down the closet door and stabs
Phoebus in the back. Phoebus collapses before he can see his assailant. Esmeralda too loses
consciousness, and Frollo escapes, leaving Esmeralda as the only suspect for the attempted
murder.Esmeralda is quickly captured by the king's guard. Master Jacques Charmolue presides over
her trial. Charmolue sentences her to death after she falsely confesses to witchcraft and to
murdering Phoebus. (Esmeralda is unaware that Phoebus is alive.) Quasimodo attempts to shelter
Esmeralda in Notre-Dame, but he is ultimately unable to save her. Frollo betrays Quasimodo and
Esmeralda by taking Esmeralda from the cathedral and releasing her to an angry mob of Parisians.
Shortly thereafter Esmeralda is hanged, and Quasimodo, in his grief and despair, pushes Frollo from
the cathedral tower. The novel ends many years later, when two skeletons--that of a hunchback and
that of a woman--are found embracing in Esmeralda's tomb. Hugo reports that Phoebus also came to



a tragic end: He married.
  esmeralda the hunchback of notre dame: The Disney Middle Ages T. Pugh, S. Aronstein,
2012-12-10 For many, the middle ages depicted in Walt Disney movies have come to figure as the
middle ages, forming the earliest visions of the medieval past for much of the contemporary Western
(and increasingly Eastern) imagination. The essayists of The Disney Middle Ages explore Disney's
mediation and re-creation of a fairy-tale and fantasy past, not to lament its exploitation of the middle
ages for corporate ends, but to examine how and why these medieval visions prove so readily
adaptable to themed entertainments many centuries after their creation. What results is a
scrupulous and comprehensive examination of the intersection between the products of the Disney
Corporation and popular culture's fascination with the middle ages.
  esmeralda the hunchback of notre dame: The HUNCHBACK of Notre Dame Victor Hugo,
2018-03-29 Paris, 1482. The gypsy Esmeralda (born as Agnés) captures the hearts of many men,
including those of Captain Phoebus and Pierre Gringoire, but especially Quasimodo and his guardian
Archdeacon Claude Frollo. Frollo is torn between his obsessive lust for Esmeralda and the rules of
the Notre Dame Cathedral. He orders Quasimodo to kidnap her, but the hunchback is captured by
Phoebus and his guards, who save Esmeralda. Gringoire, who attempted to help Esmeralda but was
knocked out by Quasimodo, is about to be hanged by beggars when Esmeralda saves him by
agreeing to marry him for four years.The following day, Quasimodo is sentenced to be flogged and
turned on the pillory for one hour, followed by another hour's public exposure. He calls for water.
Esmeralda, seeing his thirst, approaches the public stocks and offers him a drink of water. It saves
him, and she captures his heart.Later, Esmeralda is arrested and charged with the attempted
murder of Phoebus, whom Frollo actually attempted to kill in jealousy after seeing him trying to
seduce Esmeralda. She is sentenced to death by hanging. As she is being led to the gallows,
Quasimodo swings down by the bell rope of Notre-Dame and carries her off to the cathedral under
the law of sanctuary, temporarily protecting her from arrest.Frollo later informs Gringoire that the
Court of Parlement has voted to remove Esmeralda's right to the sanctuary so she can no longer
seek shelter in the Cathedral and will be taken away to be killed. Clopin, the leader of the Gypsies,
hears the news from Gringoire and rallies the citizens of Paris to charge the cathedral and rescue
Esmeralda.When Quasimodo sees the Gypsies, he assumes they are there to hurt Esmeralda, so he
drives them off. Likewise, he thinks the King's men want to rescue her, and tries to help them find
her. She is rescued by Frollo and Gringoire. But after yet another failed attempt to win her love,
Frollo betrays Esmeralda by handing her to the troops and watches while she is being hanged. When
Frollo laughs during Esmeralda's hanging, Quasimodo pushes him from the height of Notre Dame to
his death. When Quasimodo sees Esmeralda's body, he dies with her and their bodies turn to dust.
  esmeralda the hunchback of notre dame: The ^AOxford Handbook of Adaptation Studies
Thomas Leitch, 2017-03-17 The Oxford Handbook of Adaptation Studies provides a comprehensive
and forward-looking treatment of adaptation in its many guises by looking at movies based on
sources other than novels, including television series and radio adaptations, comic book adaptations
of literary texts, novelizations, opera librettos, popular songs, and even video games.
  esmeralda the hunchback of notre dame: France and the Americas Bill Marshall, 2005-05-24
A unique, multidisciplinary encyclopedia covering the impacts that French and American politics,
foreign policy, and culture have had on shaping each country's identity. From 17th-century fur
traders in Canada to 21st-century peacekeepers in Haiti, from France's decisive role in the
Revolutionary War leading to the creation of the United States to recent disagreements over Iraq,
France and the Americas charts the history of the inextricable links between France and the nations
of the Americas. This comprehensive survey features an incisive introduction and a chronology of
key events, spanning 400 years of France's transatlantic relations. Students of many disciplines, as
well as the lay reader, will appreciate this comprehensive survey, which traces the common themes
of both French policy, language, and influence throughout the Americas and the wide-ranging
transatlantic influences on contemporary France.
  esmeralda the hunchback of notre dame: The Western Literary Tradition: Volume 2



Margaret L. King, 2022-03-01 This compact anthology—the second volume in Margaret L. King's
masterful introduction to the Western literary tradition—offers, in whole or in part, eighty key
literary works of the eighteenth, nineteenth, and twentieth centuries. The texts provided here
represent an unusually broad array of languages and traditions, ranging across a variety of genres
such as verse, drama, philosophy, short- and long-form fiction, and non-fiction (including
autobiography, speech, journalism, and essay). This second volume shares with the first a focus on
works by women; numerous texts by Latin American writers are included here as well. King's clear,
engaging introductions and notes support an informed reading of the texts while extending students’
knowledge of particular authors and problems of interest. The Western Literary Tradition's modest
length and cost allow for the use of full-length works—many of which are available in Hackett
Publishing’s own well-regarded and inexpensive translations and editions—alongside the anthology
without adding undue cost to a student’s total textbook fees.
  esmeralda the hunchback of notre dame: The Ashgate Encyclopedia of Literary and
Cinematic Monsters Jeffrey Andrew Weinstock, 2016-04-01 From vampires and demons to ghosts
and zombies, interest in monsters in literature, film, and popular culture has never been stronger.
This concise Encyclopedia provides scholars and students with a comprehensive and authoritative
A-Z of monsters throughout the ages. It is the first major reference book on monsters for the
scholarly market. Over 200 entries written by experts in the field are accompanied by an overview
introduction by the editor. Generic entries such as 'ghost' and 'vampire' are cross-listed with
important specific manifestations of that monster. In addition to monsters appearing in
English-language literature and film, the Encyclopedia also includes significant monsters in Spanish,
French, Italian, German, Russian, Indian, Chinese, Japanese, African and Middle Eastern traditions.
Alphabetically organized, the entries each feature suggestions for further reading. The Ashgate
Encyclopedia of Literary and Cinematic Monsters is an invaluable resource for all students and
scholars and an essential addition to library reference shelves.
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