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Education in the 1900s: A Journey Through Transformative Times

education in the 1900s was a period of remarkable change and development that laid the
foundation for modern schooling systems. It was an era marked by significant social, political, and
technological shifts that influenced how education was delivered and perceived. From the early
decades dominated by rigid, traditional methods to the progressive movements that sought to
democratize learning, the 1900s witnessed education evolving in response to the needs of a rapidly
changing world. Exploring this century offers valuable insights into the roots of contemporary
education practices and highlights the challenges and breakthroughs that shaped learning
experiences for millions.

Setting the Stage: Early 20th Century Education

At the dawn of the 1900s, education was often a privilege reserved for the wealthy or those in urban
centers. Rural areas, especially in developing countries, faced limited access to formal schooling.
The curriculum was heavily focused on rote memorization and classical subjects such as Latin,
mathematics, and literature, with little emphasis on critical thinking or creativity.

Industrialization and urban growth brought new demands for a skilled workforce, prompting
governments and educators to rethink educational priorities. Compulsory education laws became
more widespread, mandating that children attend school, which significantly increased enrollment
figures.

The Role of Compulsory Education Laws

Compulsory education laws were a game-changer in the 1900s. Countries like the United States, the
United Kingdom, and much of Europe enacted legislation requiring children to attend school,
typically between ages 6 and 14. These laws aimed to reduce child labor and promote literacy
among the broader population.

The expansion of public schooling systems led to the construction of more schools and a demand for
trained teachers. Teacher training colleges emerged, focusing on pedagogical methods rather than
just subject knowledge. This shift contributed to professionalizing educators and improving the
quality of instruction.

Progressive Education Movement

One of the most influential developments in education in the 1900s was the rise of the progressive
education movement. Spearheaded by thinkers like John Dewey, this approach emphasized learning
through experience, critical thinking, and the development of problem-solving skills rather than
mere memorization.



Progressive education focused on the whole child, encouraging creativity, social skills, and
emotional development alongside academic achievement. This philosophy challenged the traditional,
authoritarian classroom model and promoted student-centered learning.

John Dewey’s Impact on Education

John Dewey, an American philosopher and educator, is often hailed as the father of progressive
education. His belief that education should prepare individuals for active participation in democratic
society reshaped teaching philosophies worldwide.

Dewey advocated for experiential learning—students engaging with real-world problems and
learning by doing. This was a significant departure from the passive absorption of facts, fostering a
more dynamic and interactive classroom environment.

Innovations in Curriculum and Teaching Methods

The 1900s saw a variety of educational experiments aimed at making learning more relevant and
engaging. Schools began incorporating subjects like science, physical education, and the arts into
their curricula. Montessori and Waldorf education models emerged during this time, emphasizing
child-led learning and holistic development.

Teachers started using group work, discussions, and projects to encourage collaboration and deeper
understanding. These methods contrasted sharply with the earlier focus on individual achievement
and standardized testing.

Education and Social Change

Education in the 1900s was deeply intertwined with broader social movements. Efforts to expand
access to education were often linked to struggles for equality, civil rights, and economic
opportunity.

Women and Education

The early 20th century witnessed significant progress in women’s access to education. While girls
had long been excluded from many forms of schooling, the 1900s brought increased advocacy for
female education. More girls attended primary and secondary schools, and universities began
admitting women in greater numbers.

Despite these gains, gender disparities persisted, especially in higher education and professional
fields. Nonetheless, educated women played crucial roles in social reforms, suffrage movements, and
later, workforce participation.



Education and Racial Equality

Education in the 1900s was also a battleground for racial equality, particularly in countries like the
United States and South Africa. Segregated schools and unequal resources reflected broader
societal discrimination.

However, education became a vital tool for empowerment within marginalized communities. Leaders
such as Booker T. Washington and W.E.B. Du Bois in the U.S. emphasized the importance of
education for African Americans to overcome systemic barriers.

Technological Advances and Education

Technological progress during the 1900s had a profound impact on education. The introduction of
new tools and media transformed teaching and learning environments.

The Role of Radio and Film

By the mid-20th century, radio became a popular medium for educational broadcasts, reaching
audiences beyond traditional classrooms. Educational radio programs helped spread literacy and
knowledge, especially in remote areas.

Similarly, educational films and later television programs provided visual and engaging content that
complemented textbooks. These innovations foreshadowed the multimedia learning approaches
common in today’s classrooms.

Early Computers and Educational Technology

Towards the latter part of the 1900s, computers began making their way into schools. Although still
limited, computer-assisted instruction introduced new possibilities for individualized learning and
interactive education.

The groundwork laid during this period set the stage for the digital revolution in education that
would explode in the 21st century.

Challenges Faced by Education in the 1900s

Despite the many advances, education in the 1900s was far from perfect. Numerous challenges
persisted that educators and policymakers grappled with throughout the century.



Unequal Access and Quality

One of the most pressing issues was unequal access to quality education. Children in rural areas,
minority groups, and impoverished communities often received substandard teaching and facilities.

Limited resources, overcrowded classrooms, and insufficiently trained teachers hindered efforts to
provide equitable education. These disparities highlighted the ongoing need for reform and
investment.

Standardization vs. Individual Needs

Another tension was between standardized education systems and the diverse needs of learners.
While standardized curricula and testing helped systematize education, they often failed to
accommodate different learning styles and abilities.

This conflict spurred debates about the purpose of education—whether it should primarily prepare
students for industrial-era jobs or foster creativity and personal growth.

Political and Ideological Influences

Education in the 1900s was also shaped by political ideologies and social agendas. In some
countries, authoritarian regimes used education as a means of indoctrination rather than
enlightenment.

Conversely, democratic societies aimed to use education to promote citizenship and social cohesion.
These competing visions influenced curriculum content, teaching methods, and educational policies.

The Legacy of 1900s Education

Looking back, education in the 1900s was a century of profound transformation that set the stage for
contemporary learning environments. The move toward universal education, the embrace of
progressive pedagogies, and the integration of technology all contributed to shaping modern
schooling.

Educators and policymakers today continue to wrestle with many issues first encountered during
this era—such as equity, relevance, and the balance between standardization and creativity.
Understanding the history of education in the 1900s helps us appreciate how far we’ve come and the
foundational principles that still guide effective teaching and learning.

Through the lens of this dynamic century, it's clear that education is not static but rather an evolving
institution that reflects and responds to the needs of society. The innovations and struggles of the
1900s remind us that education must remain adaptable, inclusive, and forward-thinking to prepare
future generations for the challenges ahead.



Frequently Asked Questions

What were the common teaching methods used in education
during the early 1900s?
In the early 1900s, education mainly relied on rote memorization, recitation, and strict discipline.
Teachers used lectures and repetition to ensure students memorized facts and information.

How did the education system in the 1900s differ for boys and
girls?
In the 1900s, education was often gender-segregated, with boys receiving more emphasis on
subjects like mathematics and science, preparing them for industrial or professional careers, while
girls were often taught domestic skills and subjects considered appropriate for their future roles as
homemakers.

What impact did the Progressive Education Movement have on
schools in the 1900s?
The Progressive Education Movement, which gained momentum in the early 20th century,
emphasized learning by doing, critical thinking, and the development of the whole child rather than
rote memorization, leading to more interactive and student-centered classrooms.

How accessible was education in the 1900s for minority and
low-income children?
Education in the 1900s was often segregated and unequal, with minority and low-income children
facing significant barriers such as underfunded schools, limited resources, and lower quality
instruction compared to their white and wealthier peers.

What role did industrialization play in shaping education in
the 1900s?
Industrialization led to the expansion of public education to prepare a skilled workforce. Schools
incorporated vocational training and practical skills to meet the demands of growing industries and
urbanization.

When did compulsory education laws become widespread in
the 1900s?
Compulsory education laws became widespread in the United States and many other countries
during the early 1900s, requiring children to attend school until a certain age, often between 14 and
16, to improve literacy and workforce readiness.



How did World War I influence education systems in the
1900s?
World War I influenced education by promoting patriotism, civic duty, and the teaching of modern
languages and sciences to support national interests and technological advancements, as well as
increasing the focus on physical education.

What technological advancements began to influence
education in the 1900s?
Technological advancements such as the introduction of the blackboard, typewriters, film projectors,
and later radio broadcasts began to influence education by enhancing instructional methods and
expanding access to information.

How did higher education evolve during the 1900s?
Higher education expanded significantly in the 1900s, with more universities offering diverse
programs, increased enrollment from various social classes, and the rise of research universities
focusing on science and technology.

What was the role of education in social mobility during the
1900s?
Education in the 1900s became a key pathway for social mobility, offering individuals from lower
socioeconomic backgrounds opportunities for better employment and improved social status,
although access remained unequal for many groups.

Additional Resources
Education in the 1900s: A Transformative Century of Learning

Education in the 1900s marked a period of profound transformation and development that laid the
foundation for modern educational systems worldwide. This century witnessed significant shifts in
pedagogical approaches, accessibility, curriculum design, and the role of education in society. From
the rise of compulsory schooling and the expansion of public education to the emergence of
progressive teaching methods and the increasing inclusion of marginalized groups, the 1900s was a
dynamic era that reshaped how knowledge was imparted and valued.

The Evolution of Educational Systems in the 1900s

The 20th century’s educational landscape was characterized by a rapid expansion of formal
schooling. At the start of the 1900s, education was often limited to the upper and middle classes in
many countries, with rural and impoverished populations frequently excluded. Over the decades,
however, governments around the world recognized education as a critical driver of economic
development and social mobility, prompting widespread reforms.



Compulsory education laws became more common, with many nations mandating several years of
schooling for children. For instance, by mid-century, countries like the United States, the United
Kingdom, and Germany had established laws requiring children to attend school until their early
teens. This shift dramatically increased literacy rates and educational attainment, creating a more
educated workforce.

Curriculum Changes and Pedagogical Innovations

One of the most notable features of education in the 1900s was the transformation of curricula.
Early in the century, education tended to focus heavily on rote memorization, classical subjects such
as Latin and Greek, and strict discipline. However, as educational psychology and child development
theories gained traction, teaching methods began evolving to be more student-centered.

Progressive education, championed by figures like John Dewey, emphasized experiential learning,
critical thinking, and the integration of real-world problems into the classroom. This approach
encouraged creativity and inquiry over passive reception of facts. Schools began incorporating
science, physical education, and the arts more systematically, reflecting a broader understanding of
holistic development.

Impact of Socioeconomic and Political Factors

Education in the 1900s cannot be divorced from the broader social and political context of the time.
The two World Wars, the Great Depression, and the civil rights movements all influenced
educational policies and priorities.

During wartime, education systems often adapted to meet national needs, emphasizing technical
skills, patriotism, and discipline. Post-war periods saw efforts to democratize education, reduce
inequalities, and rebuild societies. The mid-20th century civil rights movements, particularly in the
United States, challenged segregationist policies and advocated for equal access to quality
education for all races and genders.

Accessibility and Inclusion: Expanding Educational
Opportunities

The 1900s witnessed significant strides in making education more accessible. Initially, gender
disparities were pronounced, with girls and women often denied the same educational opportunities
as boys. Over the decades, feminist movements and changing societal attitudes helped break down
these barriers.

Similarly, marginalized groups, including racial minorities and individuals with disabilities, began to
gain greater access to education. Legislative milestones, such as the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act in the U.S. and the Education Act in the UK, helped funnel resources into underserved
communities.



Challenges and Limitations

Despite progress, education in the 1900s was not without its shortcomings. Many regions,
particularly in developing countries, lagged behind, with limited infrastructure and resources
impeding universal education. The quality of education also varied widely, often reinforcing social
inequalities rather than alleviating them.

Moreover, the emphasis on standardized testing and rigid curricula sometimes stifled creativity and
failed to address diverse learning needs. Critics argued that the schooling system often prepared
students to conform to industrial-era economic demands rather than fostering independent thought
or adaptability.

Technological Advances and Their Influence on
Education

The 20th century saw the introduction of new technologies that gradually transformed educational
delivery. Early innovations such as filmstrips and radio broadcasts complemented traditional
teaching methods, while the latter half of the century introduced computers and educational
television.

These technologies expanded access to information and allowed for new instructional strategies,
including individualized learning and distance education. Although the digital revolution truly
accelerated in the late 1900s, its roots can be traced to the gradual adoption of technology during
this century, setting the stage for the digital classrooms of the 21st century.

Introduction of audiovisual aids in classrooms

Development of educational broadcasting networks

Early computer-assisted learning programs

Expansion of libraries and printed educational materials

Higher Education and Research Expansion

Higher education also expanded dramatically throughout the 1900s. Universities grew in number
and size, becoming centers not only of learning but also of research and innovation. The
establishment of research institutions and increased funding for scientific inquiry helped fuel
technological and medical breakthroughs.

Access to higher education broadened as scholarships, grants, and student loans became more
widely available. Despite this, higher education remained less accessible to certain demographics,
highlighting ongoing social disparities.



Legacy of Education in the 1900s

The legacy of education in the 1900s is evident in today’s educational institutions and pedagogical
philosophies. The century’s emphasis on universal education, student-centered learning, and
technological integration continues to shape contemporary practices. Furthermore, the century’s
struggles with equity and inclusion laid the groundwork for ongoing debates and reforms in
educational policy.

By examining education in the 1900s, educators and policymakers gain valuable insights into how
education systems evolve in response to societal needs and challenges. The century’s blend of
progress and pitfalls offers lessons that remain relevant as the world navigates the complexities of
21st-century education.

Education In The 1900s

  education in the 1900s: Education and Labour Party Ideologies, 1900-2001 and Beyond Denis
Lawton, 2005 An analysis of the relationship between labour party values and beliefs and
educational ideas since 1900.
  education in the 1900s: Women's Struggle for Higher Education in Russia, 1855-1900
Christine Johanson, 1987 Women in nineteenth-century Russia had greater access to medical and
higher education than any of their contemporaries in Europe. Women's Struggle for Higher
Education in Russia explores the remarkable expansion and upgrading of women's education during
the turbulent decades following the Crimean War.
  education in the 1900s: Education and Politics, 1900-1951 Rodney Barker, 1972
  education in the 1900s: Encyclopedia of Educational Psychology Neil J. Salkind, Kristin
Rasmussen, 2008-01-17 The field of educational psychology draws from a variety of diverse
disciplines including human development across the life span, measurement and statistics, learning
and motivation, and teaching. And within these different disciplines, many other fields are featured
including psychology, anthropology, education, sociology, public health, school psychology,
counseling, history, and philosophy. In fact, when taught at the college or university level,
educational psychology is an ambitious course that undertakes the presentation of many different
topics all tied together by the theme of how the individual can best function in an educational
setting, loosely defined as anything from pre-school through adult education. Educational
psychology can be defined as the application of what we know about learning and motivation,
development, and measurement and statistics to educational settings (both school- and
community-based).
  education in the 1900s: American Educational History William H. Jeynes, 2007-01-18 This is
an excellent text in the field of U.S. educational history. The author does a great job of linking past
events to the current trends and debates in education. I am quite enthusiastic about this book. It is
well-written, interesting, accessible, quite balanced in perspective, and comprehensive. It includes
sections and details, that I found fascinating – and I think students will too. —Gina Giuliano,
University at Albany, SUNY This book offers a comprehensive and fair account of an American
Educational History. The breadth and depth of material presented are vast and compelling. —Rich
Milner, Vanderbilt University An up-to-date, contemporary examination of historical trends that have
helped shape schools and education in the United States... Key Features: Covers education
developments and trends beginning with the Colonial experience through the present day, placing
an emphasis on post-World War II issues such as the role of technology, the standards movement,
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affirmative action, bilingual education, undocumented immigrants, and school choice. Introduces
cutting-edge controversies in a way that allows students to consider a variety of viewpoints and
develop their own thinking skills Examines the educational history of increasingly important groups
in U.S. society, including that of African American women, Native Americans, Latinos and Asian
Americans. Intended Audience This core text is designed for undergraduate and graduate courses
such as Foundations of Education; Educational History; Introduction to Education; Philosophy of
Education; American History; Sociology of Education; Educational Policy; and Educational Reform in
the departments of Education, History, and Sociology.
  education in the 1900s: Civic Education in the Twenty-First Century Donald M. Gooch,
Michael T. Rogers, 2015-09-18 Imagine an America where politicians, governmental institutions,
schools, new technologies, and interest groups work together to promote informed, engaged
citizens. Civic Education in the Twenty-First Century brings together scholars from various
disciplines to show how such a United States is possible today. Inspired by Alexis de Tocqueville’s
analysis of American democracy in the early 1800s, this edited volume represents a
multidimensional evaluation of civic education in its new and varied forms. While some lament a
civics crisis in America today, Civic Education in the Twenty-First Century raises hope that we can
have an informed and active citizenry. We find the activities of a number of politicians, government
institutions, schools and interest groups as promising developments in the struggle to educate and
engage Americans in their democracy. New technologies and new innovations in civic education
have laid the foundation for a revitalized American civic ecology. With Civic Education in the
Twenty-First Century, we call for the United States to make these practices less isolated and more
common throughout the county. The volume is broken into three major sections. First there are four
chapters exploring the history and philosophical debates about civic education, particularly with
respect to its role in America’s educational institutions. Then, the second section provides seven
groundbreaking inquiries into how politicians and political institutions can promote civic education
and engagement through their routine operations. As some examples, this section explores how
politicians through campaigns and judiciaries through community programs enhance civic
knowledge and encourage civic engagement. This section also explores how new technologies like
the Internet and social media are increasingly used by government institutions and other entities to
encourage a more politically informed and engaged citizenry. Finally, the third section contains six
chapters that explore programs and practices in higher education that are enhancing civic
education, engagement and our knowledge of them. From the virtual civics campus of Fort Hayes
State to citizens’ academies throughout the country, this section shows the possibilities for schools
today to once again be civics actors and promoters.
  education in the 1900s: Bilingual Education and Social Change Rebecca Diane Freeman, 1998
A general introduction to bilingualism, bilingual education, and minority education in the United
States, and an ethnographic/discourse analytic study of how one successful dual-language
programme challenges mainstream US educational progammes that discriminate against minority
students and the languages they speak. Implications for research practice and practice in other
school and community contexts are emphasized.
  education in the 1900s: Higher Education for African Americans Before the Civil Rights
Era, 1900-1964 Craig LaMay, Marybeth Gasman, 2017-07-12 This volume examines the evolution
of higher education opportunities for African Americans in the early and mid-twentieth century. It
contributes to understanding how African Americans overcame great odds to obtain advanced
education in their own institutions, how they asserted themselves to gain control over those
institutions, and how they persisted despite discrimination and intimidation in both northern and
southern universities. Following an introduction by the editors are contributions by Richard M.
Breaux, Louis Ray, Lauren Kientz Anderson, Timothy Reese Cain, Linda M. Perkins, and Michael
Fultz. Contributors consider the expansion and elevation of African American higher education. Such
progress was made against heavy odds—the separate but equal policies of the segregated South,
less overt but pervasive racist attitudes in the North, and legal obstacles to obtaining equal rights.



  education in the 1900s: A History of Vocational Education in California, 1900-1975 Wesley P.
Smith, 1979
  education in the 1900s: A Hundred English Working-Class Lives, 1900-1945 Rebecca Ball,
2024-07-11 Stanley Rice, born in London in 1905, began his autobiography by stating that his life
was ‘an ordinary average life with all its ups and downs’. Stanley may have described his life as
ordinary, and yet he lived through a period of rapid social change, including two world wars. Despite
this, Stanley assumed that his life story would be of little interest to most readers, as he had not
achieved great fame or any notable accolades. This book argues that this is exactly why historians
should focus on such life stories, as there is much to be gained by focusing on memories of ‘ordinary
average lives’, as they can expand our knowledge of the past, often revealing firsthand experiences
that have been excluded from the historical record. This book does not intend to be a general social
history of the working class. Rather, it is a work of memory, drawing upon a microhistory
methodology to examine how a sample of one hundred working-class autobiographers remembered
and wrote about living through years that were punctuated by two worldwide conflicts and a global
economic depression.
  education in the 1900s: 21st Century Education: A Reference Handbook Thomas L Good,
2008-10-02 Via 100 entries or 'mini-chapters,' the SAGE 21st Century Reference Series volumes on
Education will highlight the most important topics, issues, questions, and debates any student
obtaining a degree in the field of education ought to have mastered for effectiveness in the 21st
Century.
  education in the 1900s: Education; Elementary Education, 1780-1900 J. M. Goldstrom, 1972
  education in the 1900s: A Concise History of Poland Jerzy Lukowski, Hubert Zawadzki,
2001-09-20 Poland is a country which sporadically hits the headlines of the Anglo-Saxon world. It
has suffered the dubious distinction of being wiped off the political map in 1795 to be resurrected
after the First World War only to suffer apparent annihilation during the Second, with reduction to
satellite status of the Soviet Union only to emerge in the van of resistance to Soviet domination
during the 1980s. Yet the history of Poland remains comparatively little known. This book offers a
brief, non-specialist introduction to Polish history, from medieval times to the present day, and is the
only short history of Poland available in English. It concentrates essentially on political development
which, particularly for the pre-nineteenth-century period, still remains little known to English
readers. The book also includes much material on relations with Germany, Russia, the Ukraine,
Lithuania, and other neighbouring states.
  education in the 1900s: The Controversial Issues Being Faced in Education M. Scott
Norton, 2019-07-12 M. Scott Norton discusses the major controversial issues facing K–12 education,
including educational standards, gun control, funding, teacher licensure, and many more. The
reader will be able to determine just how the controversial issues weigh heavily on school program
success and student learning. Although it will be difficult to reach a final recommendation or
solution, the available research and reader’s ability to become familiar with the topic will lead to a
better understanding of why the controversies tend to go on and on.
  education in the 1900s: Women Designers in the USA, 1900-2000 Pat Kirkham,
2000-01-01 A celebration of the many contributions of women designers to 20th-century American
culture. Encompassing work in fields ranging from textiles and ceramics to furniture and fashion, it
features the achievements of women of various ethnic and cultural groups, including both famous
designers (Ray Eames, Florence Knoll and Donna Karan) and their less well-known sisters.
  education in the 1900s: Family Factors and the Educational Success of Children William
Jeynes, 2014-02-25 Family Factors and the Educational Success of Children addresses a wide range
of family variables and a diverse array of family situations in order to understand the dynamics of
the multifaceted relationship between family realities and educational outcomes of children. It
provides research on building effective partnerships between parents and teaches the importance of
parental style, parental involvement as a means of improving family life, the influence of family
factors on children of color, and the role of religion in influencing family and educational dynamics.



This book is a valuable resource for academics, family scientists, social workers, psychologists,
parents, and students. The book contains research on a full variety of issues, which will provide
insight into a wide range of practical matters regarding the influence of the family. The research
methodology included in this book includes examining large data sets, case studies, research
syntheses and other student surveys. As a result of reading this book, individuals will have greater
insight into how a multitudinous number of family factors ultimately influence the educational
success of children, whether that is experienced directly or indirectly. This book was published as a
double special issue of Marriage and Family Review.
  education in the 1900s: Black Georgia in the Progressive Era, 1900-1920 John Dittmer, 1980
This is the best treatment scholars have of black life in a southern state at the beginning of the
twentieth century. -- Howard N. Rabinowitz, Journal of American History The author shows clearly
and forcefully the ways in which this [white] system abused and controlled the black lower caste in
Georgia. -- Lester C. Lamon, American Historical Review. Dittmer has a faculty for lucid exposition
of complicated subjects. This is especially true of the sections on segregation, racial politics,
disfranchisement, woman's suffrage and prohitibion, the neo-slavery in agriculture, and the racial
violence whose threat and reality hung like a pall over all of Georgia throughout the period. --
Donald L. Grant, Georgia Historical Quarterly.
  education in the 1900s: Education and Learning in America Catherine Reef, 2010-06-23
Examines the progress and development of education throughout U.S. history, from the changing
theories of education and the differences between urban and rural education to the movements of
progressivism and traditionalism to standardized testing.
  education in the 1900s: Approaches To Learning: A Guide For Teachers Jordan, Anne,
Carlile, Orison, Stack, Annetta, 2008-07-01 This title aims to make life easier for educators by
gathering together the theoretical approaches informing the modern principles and practices of
western education. The authors are committed to the view that theory has many practical
implications and to its value in supporting, confirming and optimising best practice.
  education in the 1900s: Culture and Educational Policy in Hawai'i Maenette K.P. A Benham,
Ronald H. Heck, 2013-10-18 This comprehensive educational history of public schools in Hawai'i
shows and analyzes how dominant cultural and educational policy have affected the education
experiences of Native Hawaiians. Drawing on institutional theory as a scholarly lens, the authors
focus on four historical cases representing over 150 years of contact with the West. They carefully
link historical events, significant people, educational policy, and law to cultural and social
consequences for Native Hawaiian children and youth. The authors argue that since the early 1800s,
educational policy in Hawai'i emphasizing efficiency has resulted in institutional structures that have
degenerated Hawaiian culture, self-image, and sovereignty. Native Hawaiians have often been
denied equal access to quality schools and resulting increased economic and social status. These
policies were often overtly, or covertly, racist and reflected wider cultural views prevalent across the
United States regarding the assimilation of groups into the American mainstream culture. The case
of education in Hawai'i is used to initiate a broader discussion of similar historical trends in
assimilating children of different backgrounds into the American system of education. The scholarly
analysis presented in this book draws out historical, political, cultural, and organizational
implications that can be employed to understand other Native and non-Native contexts. Given the
increasing cultural diversity of the United States and the perceived failure of the American
educational system in light of these changes, this book provides an exceptionally appropriate
starting point to begin a discussion about past, present, and future schooling for our nation's
children. Because it is written and comes from a Native perspective, the value of the insider view is
illuminated. This underlying reminder of the Native eye is woven throughout the book in Ha'awina
No'ono'o--the sharing of thoughts from the Native Hawaiian author. With its primary focus on the
education of native groups, this book is an extraordinary and useful work for scholars, thoughtful
practitioners, policymakers, and those interested in Hawai'i, Hawaiian education, and educational
policy and theory.
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