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Dehumanization in Modern Society: Understanding Its Impact and How to Combat It

Dehumanization in modern society is a troubling phenomenon that continues to shape human
interactions, social structures, and even political landscapes. It refers to the process through which
individuals or groups are stripped of their human qualities, dignity, or individuality, often being
perceived as less than human or as objects. This mindset can lead to discrimination, violence, and
social fragmentation. Exploring the roots, manifestations, and consequences of dehumanization
offers valuable insight into how it affects our communities and what can be done to foster empathy
and respect.

What Is Dehumanization in Modern Society?

At its core, dehumanization involves denying others the attributes that make them fully
human—such as emotions, reasoning, and moral consideration. In modern contexts, this often
happens subtly through language, stereotypes, or systemic structures rather than overt brutality
alone. It can be seen in how marginalized groups are portrayed in media, how political rhetoric
targets certain populations, and even in everyday social interactions where empathy is lacking.

The Psychological Mechanics Behind Dehumanization

Psychologists suggest that dehumanization may serve as a coping mechanism or a way to justify
unfair treatment. When people view others as less human, it reduces feelings of guilt or moral
conflict when discriminating against them. This process can be fueled by fear, prejudice, or social
conditioning. For example, during times of conflict or political unrest, propaganda often paints
opposing groups in animalistic or monstrous terms, making hostility seem more acceptable.

Forms of Dehumanization

Dehumanization is not a one-size-fits-all concept. It appears in various forms, including:
e Animalistic dehumanization: Equating people with animals to emphasize perceived
savagery or primitiveness.

e Mechanistic dehumanization: Treating individuals as objects or machines, devoid of
emotion or individuality.

e Structural dehumanization: Embedded in institutions, such as systems that perpetuate
inequality or deny basic rights.



Recognizing these types helps in identifying subtle ways in which dehumanization operates in
everyday life.

The Role of Technology and Social Media

In the digital age, dehumanization in modern society has taken on new dimensions. Social media
platforms, while connecting millions, also facilitate depersonalization and hostile interactions.

Online Anonymity and Dehumanization

When people interact behind screens, the lack of face-to-face contact can diminish empathy. Trolls,
cyberbullies, and hate groups exploit this anonymity to spread harmful stereotypes and
dehumanizing language without immediate accountability. This can escalate conflicts and deepen
societal divides.

The Impact of Algorithms and Echo Chambers

Algorithms designed to maximize engagement often reinforce divisive content, exposing users to
polarized viewpoints and caricatures of opposing groups. This digital echo chamber effect
exacerbates dehumanization by encouraging an “us vs. them” mentality, reducing complex
individuals to simplistic, often negative labels.

Dehumanization’s Consequences in Society

The effects of dehumanization ripple across various levels of society, influencing interpersonal
relationships, community cohesion, and even global politics.

Social Fragmentation and Polarization

When groups are dehumanized, trust breaks down, leading to segregation and conflict. Communities
may retreat into insular groups, reducing opportunities for dialogue and mutual understanding. This
polarization undermines social stability and fuels cycles of resentment and violence.

Discrimination and Human Rights Violations

Dehumanization often precedes or accompanies discrimination, justifying unequal treatment or
denial of rights. History is replete with examples where dehumanizing ideologies have paved the
way for atrocities, from slavery to genocide. In contemporary society, it can manifest in systemic
racism, xenophobia, or the marginalization of vulnerable populations.



Mental Health Implications

Both victims and perpetrators of dehumanization suffer psychologically. Those dehumanized may
experience trauma, depression, and a reduced sense of self-worth. Meanwhile, engaging in
dehumanizing attitudes can erode an individual’s empathy and moral compass, potentially leading to
further antisocial behavior.

How to Recognize and Combat Dehumanization

Awareness is the first step toward addressing dehumanization in modern society. By identifying its
signs and understanding its roots, individuals and communities can take active steps to foster
respect and empathy.

Promoting Empathy Through Education

Educational programs that emphasize critical thinking, cultural awareness, and emotional
intelligence can counteract stereotypes and prejudices. Teaching history with honesty about past
injustices and humanizing narratives of different groups encourages a more compassionate outlook.

Encouraging Inclusive Dialogue

Creating safe spaces for open conversation helps break down barriers. When people share their
experiences and listen to others, it humanizes abstract “others” and challenges dehumanizing
assumptions.

Mindful Media Consumption

Being critical of media sources and avoiding sensationalist content can reduce exposure to
dehumanizing representations. Supporting journalism and art that highlight diverse human
experiences fosters a more nuanced understanding of society.

Individual Actions to Foster Humanity

On a personal level, simple acts of kindness and active listening can counteract the coldness that
fuels dehumanization. Practicing empathy in daily interactions, challenging discriminatory remarks,
and standing up for marginalized voices contribute to a culture that values every person’s humanity.



Looking Ahead: The Importance of Rehumanization

Addressing dehumanization in modern society is not just about preventing harm—it’s about building
a foundation for a more just, empathetic world. Rehumanization involves restoring dignity and
recognition to those who have been marginalized or devalued. This process requires ongoing effort
from individuals, communities, institutions, and governments.

By fostering empathy, encouraging diverse narratives, and holding systems accountable, society can
move toward a future where every person is seen and treated as fully human. Although challenges
remain, the growing awareness of dehumanization’s dangers offers hope that change is possible.
Through collective action and personal commitment, the cold distances created by dehumanization
can be bridged with understanding and respect.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is dehumanization in modern society?

Dehumanization in modern society refers to the process of depriving individuals or groups of their
human qualities, dignity, or individuality, often leading to discrimination, marginalization, and social
exclusion.

How does social media contribute to dehumanization?

Social media can contribute to dehumanization by enabling anonymity and echo chambers, which
may foster hostile language, cyberbullying, and the spread of stereotypes, reducing empathy
towards others.

What are common signs of dehumanization in everyday
interactions?

Common signs include treating people as objects or numbers, using derogatory language, ignoring
individual experiences, and justifying unfair treatment based on group identity.

How does dehumanization impact mental health in society?

Dehumanization can lead to increased feelings of isolation, depression, anxiety, and trauma among
affected individuals, as it undermines their sense of worth and belonging.

What role does media representation play in dehumanization?

Media representation can either challenge or perpetuate dehumanization by how groups are
portrayed; stereotypical or negative portrayals can reinforce prejudices and biases.

Can education help reduce dehumanization in modern society?

Yes, education that promotes empathy, critical thinking, diversity, and human rights awareness can



help individuals recognize and resist dehumanizing attitudes and behaviors.

How does dehumanization relate to systemic racism and
discrimination?

Dehumanization often underpins systemic racism and discrimination by justifying unequal treatment
and exclusion of certain groups based on race, ethnicity, or other identities.

What are effective strategies to combat dehumanization
today?

Effective strategies include fostering inclusive dialogue, promoting media literacy, implementing
anti-discrimination policies, encouraging empathy-building activities, and supporting marginalized
communities.

Additional Resources

Dehumanization in Modern Society: An Analytical Review

Dehumanization in modern society is a complex and multifaceted phenomenon that continues to
shape interpersonal relationships, social dynamics, and institutional practices. While historically
dehumanization has been associated with extreme cases such as war, genocide, and systemic
oppression, its manifestations today are often more subtle, embedded within everyday interactions,
media portrayals, and digital communication. Understanding the nuances of this phenomenon is
critical for addressing the social fractures and ethical dilemmas it catalyzes.

Understanding Dehumanization: Definition and Context

Dehumanization refers to the process by which individuals or groups are perceived or treated as less
than human, often stripped of dignity, empathy, or moral consideration. This psychological
mechanism can serve to justify discrimination, violence, or neglect, by reducing empathy toward the
targeted subjects. In modern society, dehumanization is not confined to overt acts of cruelty; it
frequently operates through language, stereotypes, and systemic inequalities.

The concept is closely linked to social psychology and political theory, where it is studied in relation
to group dynamics, prejudice, and conflict. Contemporary research has expanded to explore how
digital platforms and media contribute to or mitigate dehumanizing attitudes.

The Mechanisms of Dehumanization in Contemporary
Settings



Language and Media Representation

The role of language in dehumanization cannot be overstated. Modern media, including news
outlets, social media, and entertainment, often employ dehumanizing rhetoric either consciously or
unconsciously. Terms that reduce people to stereotypes or animalistic traits reinforce social divides
and diminish empathy. For example, referring to refugees as “swarms” or “invasions” strips away
individuality and humanity, making exclusion or harsh policies more palatable to the public.

Social media platforms also amplify dehumanization through anonymity and echo chambers,
enabling hostile language and demeaning memes to spread rapidly. This can desensitize audiences
and normalize derogatory views, often targeting marginalized groups.

Institutional and Systemic Dehumanization

Beyond individual interactions, dehumanization permeates institutional structures, affecting areas
such as criminal justice, healthcare, and immigration systems. Studies in criminal justice reveal that
marginalized populations, especially racial minorities, often face disproportionate sentencing and
harsher treatment, partly due to implicit dehumanizing biases held by authorities.

In healthcare, dehumanization may manifest as neglect or inadequate care for certain patient
groups, influenced by stereotypes or resource limitations. Similarly, immigration policies can
dehumanize by categorizing people as threats or economic burdens instead of recognizing their
human rights and individuality.

Impacts and Consequences of Dehumanization

The consequences of dehumanization in modern society extend beyond the immediate victims. On an
individual level, being dehumanized can lead to psychological trauma, diminished self-worth, and
social alienation. Research indicates that prolonged exposure to dehumanization correlates with
increased rates of anxiety, depression, and even physical health decline.

At a societal level, dehumanization undermines social cohesion by fostering mistrust, polarization,
and conflict between groups. It inhibits constructive dialogue and mutual understanding, which are
essential for democratic governance and social progress. Furthermore, when dehumanizing
attitudes become systemic, they perpetuate cycles of inequality and injustice.

Digital Dehumanization: The New Frontier

The rise of digital communication has introduced novel challenges related to dehumanization. Online
anonymity often removes social cues that regulate empathy, leading to increased trolling,
cyberbullying, and hate speech. Algorithms that prioritize engagement can inadvertently promote
polarizing or dehumanizing content, exacerbating societal divisions.

Conversely, digital platforms also offer opportunities to combat dehumanization by amplifying



marginalized voices and fostering inclusive communities. Initiatives leveraging technology to
promote empathy and cross-cultural understanding are gaining traction, highlighting the dual-edged
nature of digital media.

Addressing Dehumanization: Strategies and
Interventions

Tackling dehumanization in modern society requires multifaceted approaches involving education,
policy reforms, and cultural shifts.

e Educational Programs: Integrating empathy training and critical media literacy into
curricula can empower individuals to recognize and resist dehumanizing narratives.

e Media Accountability: Encouraging ethical journalism and responsible social media
moderation can reduce the spread of dehumanizing content.

e Legal and Policy Measures: Enforcing anti-discrimination laws and reforming institutional
practices can mitigate systemic dehumanization.

e Community Engagement: Initiatives that promote intergroup dialogue and inclusive
storytelling help rebuild empathy and social trust.

The Role of Technology in Mitigation Efforts

Artificial intelligence and machine learning offer promising tools for detecting and curbing
dehumanizing language online. Platforms can deploy algorithms to flag hateful content while
balancing concerns about censorship and free speech. Moreover, virtual reality experiences are
being explored as innovative methods to foster empathy by simulating others’ perspectives.

Despite these advances, technology is not a panacea; addressing dehumanization fundamentally
requires human-centered values and sustained social commitment.

Conclusion: Navigating the Complexities of
Dehumanization

Dehumanization in modern society remains a persistent challenge with profound ethical and social
implications. Its manifestations, from subtle linguistic cues to systemic injustices, erode the fabric of
collective humanity. Recognizing the diverse forms and contexts in which dehumanization occurs is
essential for developing effective responses. As society evolves with technological and cultural shifts,
ongoing vigilance and proactive engagement are necessary to safeguard human dignity and foster
inclusive communities.
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dehumanization in modern society: Dehumanization in Modern Society, Its Roots and
Dangers René Fiilop-Miller, 1953

dehumanization in modern society: Dehumanization in Modern Society René
Fulop-Miller, 1953

dehumanization in modern society: The Fate of Man in the Modern World Nicholas Berdyaev,
2012-12-03 Nikolai Berdyaev was the foremost religious and political thinker of his time. In this book
he attempts to consolidate the industrial world and the place for religion and the modern man inside
that world. Many of the earliest books, particularly those dating back to the 1900s and before, are
now extremely scarce and increasingly expensive. Hesperides Press are republishing these classic
works in affordable, high quality, modern editions, using the original text and artwork.

dehumanization in modern society: The Cultural Critics Lesley Johnson, 2023-09-22
Originally published in 1979, the central focus of this study is the concept of culture as employed by
English literary intellectuals over the preceding 100 years, a period characterized by a constant
process of re-definition and change. The tradition of criticism in which these intellectuals wrote
represented the artistic imagination as a moral force in society and a fundamental mechanism for
social change. The author traces this tradition through the writings of various English intellectuals,
using the three main figures of Matthew Arnold, F. R. Leavis and Raymond Williams to elucidate the
concept. She shows, through the writings of their contemporaries, how the concept was employed
and modified, and her analysis ranges from J. S. Mill, John Ruskin and William Morris, through
George Bernard Shaw, D. H. Lawrence, T. S. Eliot and R. H. Tawney to Richard Hoggard, Richard
Wollheim and R. S. Peters. By discussing the questions of the role of art in society and examining
their treatment by different groups of intellectuals, the author has supplied a basis for a forceful
critique of the quality of life in modern industrial society. This book will be of interest to students of
literature, cultural history and the sociology of culture.

dehumanization in modern society: The Longing for Total Revolution Reconsidered
Jeffrey Friedman, 2022-11-10 In The Longing for Total Revolution: Philosophic Sources of Discontent
from Rousseau to Marx and Nietzsche (1986), the eminent intellectual historian and political theorist
Bernard Yack offered a sweeping reinterpretation of modern thought. Yack argued that Rousseau
prompted a line of philosophy that continued through Kant, Hegel, Marx and Nietzsche, which
viewed the essential spirit of modernity as dehumanizing, and therefore implied, in a matter that
became increasingly clear over time, that a total revolution against modernity is necessary. In this
volume, seven political theorists and historians, including Yack himself, reconsider the book’s
substantive and methodological innovations, its limitations, and its current relevance. Contributors
to the volume discuss, inter alia, left Kantianism in historical context, the theological origins of the
longing for total revolution, the question of whether the tradition identified by Yack is connected to
twentieth-century totalitarianism, and the unique form of critical genealogy pioneered by Yack’s
book. The volume concludes with Yack’s response to the other contributors’ chapters. This book was
originally published as a special issue of the Critical Review.

dehumanization in modern society: The Use of Social Research in Federal Domestic
Programs United States. Congress. House. Committee on Government Operations. Research and
Technical Programs Subcommittee, 1967

dehumanization in modern society: The Trials of Humanity Pasquale De Marco,
2025-05-18 In The Trials of Humanity, a tapestry of poignant tales and thought-provoking essays, we
embark on a journey through the myriad tribulations that beset us as we navigate the complexities
of life. With compassion and insight, this book delves into the universal themes of love, loss, hope,
and resilience, revealing the strength of the human spirit even in the face of adversity. From the
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everyday frustrations that test our patience to the profound tragedies that shatter our hearts, this
book offers a poignant reflection on the shared experiences that bind us together as human beings.
It explores the depths of despair, the pangs of heartache, and the weight of adversity that we all
must bear at times, reminding us that even in the darkest of times, the human spirit has an
unwavering capacity for growth, resilience, and triumph. Through a series of intimate and relatable
stories, this book invites us to confront our fears, embrace our vulnerabilities, and find solace in the
knowledge that we are not alone in our struggles. It reminds us that our trials and tribulations are
not meant to break us but to shape us, forging our character, testing our resilience, and refining our
capacity for love and compassion. The Trials of Humanity is a testament to the enduring strength of
the human spirit. It is a reminder that even in the face of great suffering, we have the power to rise
above our circumstances and find meaning and purpose in our lives. It is a celebration of the human
experience in all its complexity, a testament to the resilience of the human spirit, and an exploration
of the myriad ways in which we can find hope and healing even in the darkest of times. This book is
an invitation to embark on a journey of self-discovery, to confront our fears, embrace our
vulnerabilities, and find solace in the knowledge that we are not alone in our struggles. It is a call to
arms, urging us to rise above adversity and live our lives to the fullest, no matter the challenges we
may face. It is a beacon of hope, illuminating the path toward a more compassionate and just world.
With empathy and wisdom, The Trials of Humanity offers a profound exploration of the human
condition, reminding us of our shared struggles and our capacity for resilience, compassion, and
triumph. It is a book that will resonate with readers of all walks of life, offering comfort, hope, and
inspiration in the face of adversity. If you like this book, write a review on google books!

dehumanization in modern society: The Longing for Total Revolution Bernard Yack,
2024-03-29 Bernard Yack seeks to identify and account for the development of a form of discontent
held in common by a large number of European philosophers and social critics, including Rousseau,
Schiller, the young Hegel, Marx, and Nietzsche. Yack contends that these individuals, despite their
profound disagreements, shared new perspectives on human freedom and history, and that these
perspectives gave their discontent its peculiar breadth and intensity. This title is part of UC Press's
Voices Revived program, which commemorates University of California Press’s mission to seek out
and cultivate the brightest minds and give them voice, reach, and impact. Drawing on a backlist
dating to 1893, Voices Revived makes high-quality, peer-reviewed scholarship accessible once again
using print-on-demand technology. This title was originally published in 1992.

dehumanization in modern society: International Review of Modern Sociology , 1991

dehumanization in modern society: The Underlying Religion Martin Lings, Clinton Minnaar,
2007-07-18 This is an anthology of 25 essays by the leading exponents of the perennialist school of
comparative religious thought. It aims to be the most accessible introduction yet to the perspective
of the Perennial Philosophy.

dehumanization in modern society: The Oxford Handbook of Cultural Neuroscience and
Global Mental Health Joan Y. Chiao, Shu-Chen Li, Robert Turner, Su Yeon Lee-Tauler, Beverly
Pringle, 2022-02-28 Oxford Handbooks offer authoritative and up-to-date reviews of original
research in a particular subject area. Specially commissioned chapters from leadership figures in the
discipline give critical examinations of the progress and direction of debates, as well as a foundation
for future research. Oxford Handbooks provide scholars and graduate students with compelling new
perspectives upon a wide range of subjects in the humanities, social sciences, and sciences. The first
comprehensive book to explore how culture can influence the neurobiological bases of mental
illness, Integrates theory in cultural neuroscience with principles of global mental health, A primary
resource for mental health advocacy professionals to address issues of health equity and health
diplomacy Book jacket.

dehumanization in modern society: The Blackwell Companion to Religion and Violence
Andrew R. Murphy, 2011-05-16 The timely Blackwell Companion to Religion and Violence brings
together an international, interdisciplinary group of scholars who provide a coherent state of the art
overview of the complex relationships between religion and violence. This companion tackles one of




the most important topics in the field of Religion in the twenty-first century, pulling together a
unique collection of cutting-edge work A focused collection of high-quality scholarship provides
readers with a state-of-the-art account of the latest work in this field The contributors are
broad-ranging, international, and interdisciplinary, and include historians, political scientists,
religious studies scholars, sociologists, anthropologists, theologians, scholars of women's and gender
studies and communication

dehumanization in modern society: Recurrent Genocidal Nightmares Mentan, Tatah,
2019-05-28 Genocide has been called the ‘crime of crimes’ and an ‘odious scourge.” With millions of
victims in the last century alone, it is one of the great moral and political challenges of our age.
Despite the challenges, such human cruelty has not stopped. The 21st century is recording its first
genocide in Cameroon with only a scanty few raising a finger. The significance of the ‘odious
scourge’ has compelled Tatah Mentan to research on the trajectory of the ‘scourge’ in Africa over
the past centuries. The targeted ongoing mass killings in Cameroon, like those of Rwanda before,
have driven the scholar to expand his focus beyond the Holocaust, which had long been the primary
case study. In this book, Tatah Mentan explains that these cases were not merely a human
catastrophe, nor an atavistic reversion to the barbarism of a past epoch, but rather an event
produced by the unfolding of the logic of capitalism itself. This book therefore critically explores the
essence of capitalism as genocide in Africa and its consequences on Africans during their
colonisation and incorporation into the European-dominated racialised capitalist world system in the
late 18th century. It uses multidimensional, comparative methods, and critical approaches to explain
the dynamic interplay among social structures, human agency, and terror to explain the connection
between structural capitalist terrorism and the emergence of the capitalist world system. Tatah
Mentan proposes a genuine participatory democratic alternative to the unending genocide
nightmares. Nurturing participatory attitudes, would facilitate and reinforce self-management, and
educate and empower individuals and dispossessed and under-represented communities to seek
self-determination and democratic participation in the political arena. Tatah Mentan concludes that
the same fundamental commitments that urge humanity to promote participatory political
democracy should compel them to promote truly inclusive economic democracy as well. Political
economists, historians, students, corporate managers and policy makers at national and
international levels are invited to share the insights of this book.

dehumanization in modern society: New Trends of Substance Abuse: Looking for New
Psychotropic Effects of Chem Sex Drugs, Cognitive Enhancers, and New Psychoactive Substances
Simona Zaami, Simona Pichini, Marta Torrens, Norbert Leo Scherbaum, 2021-01-08

dehumanization in modern society: Philosophical Perspectives on Power and
Domination , 2021-09-20 The essays in this volume explore in detail many of the ways power
structures our daily personal, political and intellectual lives, and evaluate the workings of power
using a variety of theoretical paradigms, from Hobbesian liberalism to Foucauldian feminist
postmodernism. Taken as a whole, the book aims towards an end to unjust and destructive uses of
power and the flowering of an encouraging, educated empowerment for all human beings in a
pluralistic world. Section I offers a progressive chain of arguments that moves from the acceptance
of domination, through the rejection of domination and, finally, to a new vision of power based on
equality and mutual respect. Section II explores the questions, how is the philosophical self, that is,
our very understanding of who we are, implicated in the web of power and domination? Section III
responds to political realism as it explores morally ideal solutions to the global problems of poverty,
war and hunger. Section IV discusses ways in which our thought and practice in both public and
private life are bound up in hierarchies of domination.

dehumanization in modern society: Black World/Negro Digest , 1974-12 Founded in 1943,
Negro Digest (later “Black World”) was the publication that launched Johnson Publishing. During the
most turbulent years of the civil rights movement, Negro Digest/Black World served as a critical
vehicle for political thought for supporters of the movement.

dehumanization in modern society: War is Obsolete David Hoicka, 2024-08-02 In an age of



frequent wars, conflicts, and existential risks that transcend borders, the old paradigm of war is a
moral abomination and in effect a suicide pact for humanity. The forces of violence, tribalism, and
domination are deeply entrenched. Finding peace demands a revolution of the human spirit - one
that begins with each of us. War is Obsolete draws on insights from psychology, history, and
inspiring peacemakers. It demonstrates the shattering costs of armed conflict, that require a
roadmap to a more just and sustainable future. At its core, this book is about the choices before us
as a civilization: will we remain captive to cycles of trauma, dehumanization, and escalating
violence? Or bring Peace, Happiness and Prosperity to our Homelands? With chapters on
transforming conflict through nonviolence, the power of diplomacy, and envisioning a peace
economy, War is Obsolete offers a comprehensive roadmap. But it is more than techniques; it
nurtures the qualities of empathy, compassion, and moral imagination that make peace possible.
From the interpersonal to the international, it shows how we can all be agents rejecting domination
and ushering in a new paradigm of partnership. Blending narrative storytelling, incisive analysis,
and profound spiritual vision, War is Obsolete issues an urgent summons to our better angels. In
these pages, the path of peace emerges not as a utopian dream but a practical necessity - the only
way to meet our generational calling to create a just, sustainable, and truly human future. The
choice is ours. To ensure broad accessibility, this book is priced affordably. It is my sincere hope that
by making this resource widely available, it can have a meaningful, positive impact. If my book War
is Obsolete: How to bring Peace, Happiness, Prosperity to your Homeland, instead of war and death,
can save even one life or bring a measure of happiness to a single individual, I will feel a deep sense
of fulfillment and happiness myself. I will be grateful to be able to make a difference through this
work.

dehumanization in modern society: The Unsolved Murder of Adam Walsh Arthur Jay Harris,
2016-03-01 Another hitch: missing autopsy The Walsh case was hampered by various problems,
including a missing autopsy report and a glitch in identifying the remains. -- The Miami Herald,
March 28, 2010 From The Unsolved Murder of Adam Walsh, Book One: The Adam Walsh story you
know: After 6-year-old Adam was found murdered, his father, John Walsh, channeled his unbearable
grief into becoming an angry crime-fighting TV host. Yet this is the story you don’t know: For
decades, officials had never revealed the file proving the child was Adam. Astonishingly, it showed
that the ID of the dead child had never been completed. Why? Was it because the evidence was
either inconclusive—or showed that the child likely actually wasn’t Adam? After Hollywood Police
closed the case in 2008, not only was the police investigative file made a public record, so were the
medical examiners' files in two districts. Harris asked to see all of them and realized this: As shown
by his smile in the Missing picture, Adam's top front baby teeth were both gone. But the found child
had a buck tooth -- a left top front tooth that was in almost all the way, in the words of a state
forensic anthropologist who the police had later consulted. When was the Missing picture taken?
How long before Adam vanished? John Walsh wrote it was one week. Harris found it was actually
about a month. He found Adam's last best friend, who said he saw him a week or two before he
disappeared and remembered that he still didn't have any top front teeth. However, the police's
last-seen-alive description reads that his top left front tooth was partially in. So within the week or
two before Adam disappeared, his new tooth had erupted. Two weeks after Adam was gone, the
child's head was found. The Fort Lauderdale medical examiner told the newspapers then that the
child (Adam, he said) had been dead for possibly all of the 14 days he had been missing. Teeth don't
keep growing after death. In just that week or two before he disappeared, could Adam's top left front
tooth have gone from eruption to in almost all the way? That would be very unusual if not
impossible. More likely, it would have taken months, maybe up to six, pediatric and forensic dentists
and parents of young children told Harris. If indeed Adam's top left front tooth doesn't match the
same one in the found child, there also should be other indicators that they don't match. To compare
discovered, abandoned bodies with missing people, forensic dentists use the missing person's dental
charts and dental X-rays. The upstate medical examiner who made the positive ID wrote that Adam's
dental chart showed that he had a filling in a lower left molar that matched a filling in the found



child. But that was only enough for a presumptive ID, which is less than a positive ID. It was only
one filling, and it was in a common place for children to have cavities. And the dental chart he used
is missing from his file -- as well as the files of Hollywood Police, which originally handled it, and the
Fort Lauderdale medical examiner, who the upstate M.E. said he gave a copy to. Further, none of
the files mention ever getting or using Adam's dental X-rays for a comparison. Those would have
made for a definitive match -- or a negative match. Nor is there a mention anywhere of a forensic
dental consultation, ordinarily done in such circumstances to make positive IDs. Adam's dentist says
he no longer has the original records, so the examination that should have been done then can never
be done in the future. Even worse, there is no autopsy report. The medical examiner who performed
the autopsy admitted in writing that neither he nor anyone else in his office ever wrote one.
Detectives, prosecutors, and defense attorneys who work homicides told Harris they had never
heard of that ever happening before. This is what it all means: As there never has been, there never
can be a trial for the murder of Adam Walsh because prosecutors can never establish that the
murder victim was Adam Walsh. Instead, this case is about something different: crimes, injustices,
and horrors against likely two young children, their families, and their communities: A child close in
age to Adam who has never been correctly identified, whose parents were never notified and whose
murder was never investigated, and who was not buried under his (or her) correct identity; And also
the kidnapping of a young boy in a shopping mall in Hollywood, Florida. Which leads to an incredible
pair of questions: What ever happened to Adam Walsh? Could he still be alive?

dehumanization in modern society: The Human Sustainable City Bruno Forte, Maria Cerreta,
Pasquale De Toro, 2019-06-04 This title was first published in 2003. Seven years after Habitat II
culminated with the Istanbul agreement on Sustainable Urban Development, this book brings
together many of the world's leading experts from the fields of architecture, urban planning,
economics, sociology, politics, environment and geography to assess the successes and failures in
fulfilling the objectives decided upon at this historic meeting. Illustrated with a wide range of case
studies, this volume is divided into three main sections; firstly examining the challenges, secondly,
the approaches, and finally, the practices. The book represents a critical appraisal not only of the
issues related to urban development but also of the modalities to face these issues from real
examples, these in return can be used as starting points to construct new 'real utopias' or at least, to
future 'best practices'.

dehumanization in modern society: Future Survey Annual 1984 World Future Society,
1984-06-01
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