when was song of myself written

**When Was Song of Myself Written: Exploring the Origins of Walt Whitman’s Masterpiece**

when was song of myself written is a question that often piques the curiosity of poetry enthusiasts,
scholars, and casual readers alike. This iconic poem, regarded as one of the central works in
American literature, holds a special place in the heart of many for its bold celebration of individuality
and the human spirit. Understanding when Walt Whitman penned this groundbreaking piece not only

provides historical context but also enriches our appreciation of its themes and literary innovation.

The Historical Context of “Song of Myself”

Before diving directly into when “Song of Myself” was written, it’s important to grasp the era in which
Walt Whitman lived and created. The mid-19th century in America was marked by significant social,
political, and cultural shifts. The country was expanding westward, grappling with issues of identity,
and on the brink of civil war. These dynamic times fueled a new wave of artistic expression, and

Whitman emerged as a revolutionary voice.

The Birth of “Song of Myself” within *Leaves of Grass™

“Song of Myself” is a central poem within Walt Whitman’s *Leaves of Grass*, a collection that he
famously self-published. The first edition of *Leaves of Grass* was released in 1855. It was in this
initial publication that “Song of Myself” made its debut, standing out as a bold and innovative piece

that broke away from traditional poetic forms.

So, specifically, when was “Song of Myself” written? Walt Whitman composed the poem in the early

1850s, with much of the writing process taking place around 1854 and 1855. This timing coincides with



Whitman’s deepening exploration of themes such as democracy, individuality, nature, and the human

experience.

Understanding the Writing Process of “Song of Myself”

The creation of “Song of Myself” was not a single event but rather an evolving process. Whitman’s
approach to poetry was organic and fluid, reflecting his desire to capture the vastness of life and the

self.

Whitman’s Innovative Style and Approach

One of the reasons “Song of Myself” remains so influential is its free verse style, which was
revolutionary at the time. Instead of adhering to strict rhyme schemes or meter, Whitman’s poem flows
with the cadence of natural speech. This stylistic choice highlights the personal and universal themes

he explores, making the poem feel like a direct conversation with the reader.

The poem’s expansive length and structure also indicate that Whitman worked on it over a period,
refining and expanding it as his ideas developed. The original 1855 version of *Leaves of Grass*
contained only 12 poems, with “Song of Myself” being the longest. Later editions saw Whitman

revising and adding to the poem, reflecting his ongoing creative journey.

The Influence of Whitman’s Life Experiences

When considering when “Song of Myself” was written, it’s helpful to look at Whitman’s personal
experiences during that time. In the early 1850s, he was living in Brooklyn, New York, working as a
journalist and teacher. These roles exposed him to a diverse array of people and ideas, which deeply

influenced his poetic vision.



Whitman’s encounters with the bustling urban environment, combined with his fascination with nature
and the human body, fed into the vivid imagery and themes found in “Song of Myself.” The poem’s
celebration of the self is also tied to Whitman’s belief in the democratic spirit of America, a concept

that was particularly resonant during this pre-Civil War period.

The Evolution of “Song of Myself” Through Editions

Understanding when “Song of Myself” was written also involves looking at how the poem changed
over time. Walt Whitman was known for revising *Leaves of Grass* throughout his life, with “Song of

Myself” undergoing several transformations.

From 1855 to Later Versions

- **1855 Edition:** The poem first appeared as the opening piece in the inaugural edition of *Leaves of
Grass*, containing 52 sections.

- *™*1856 Revision:** Whitman expanded the poem with additional sections, adjusting lines to sharpen
his themes.

- **1871-72 Editions:** Significant revisions took place, reflecting Whitman’s maturity and the impact of
the Civil War, which influenced his perspective on unity and mortality.

- **1881 and Beyond:** The poem continued to evolve, with Whitman refining its language and

structure until his death in 1892.

These changes highlight that while the core of “Song of Myself” was written in the early 1850s, it was

a living work, growing alongside Whitman’s own life and the shifting American landscape.



Why Knowing When “Song of Myself” Was Written Matters

Understanding the timeline of when “Song of Myself” was written offers deeper insights into its

significance and Whitman’s intentions.

Connecting Poetic Themes to Historical Moments

By situating the poem’s creation in the early 1850s, readers can better appreciate how Whitman’s
work responded to the hopes and tensions of his time. The poem’s emphasis on equality, the
interconnectedness of humanity, and the celebration of the individual aligns with the democratic ideals

and social changes sweeping America.

Appreciating Whitman’s Role in Literary History

Knowing when “Song of Myself” was written sheds light on how revolutionary it was in American
poetry. Whitman broke free from European poetic traditions, helping to forge a distinctly American

voice. This innovation paved the way for modern poetry and influenced countless writers after him.

Exploring Related Themes and Keywords

If you’re fascinated by the question of when “Song of Myself” was written, you might also find value in

exploring related literary topics, such as:

- The impact of *Leaves of Grass* on American literature
- Walt Whitman’s biography and his influence on poetry

- The development of free verse poetry in the 19th century



- The role of democracy and individualism in Whitman’s work

These topics enrich the understanding of the poem’s place in history and its enduring appeal.

Final Thoughts on the Origins of “Song of Myself”

When was “Song of Myself” written? The answer traces back to the early 1850s, specifically around
1854 and 1855, during a transformative period in both Whitman’s life and American society. Yet, this
poem was not a static creation; it evolved over decades, reflecting Whitman’s growth as a poet and

the changing world around him.

Far beyond a mere date, knowing the origins of “Song of Myself” invites readers to step into the
vibrant world of Walt Whitman’s imagination—a world where the self is celebrated, the ordinary
becomes extraordinary, and poetry becomes a living, breathing force. Whether you’re a student, a
poetry lover, or simply curious about literary history, understanding when “Song of Myself” was written

opens the door to a richer experience of this timeless work.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was 'Song of Myself' written?

'Song of Myself' was written by Walt Whitman between 1855 and 1856.

In which publication did 'Song of Myself' first appear?

'Song of Myself' first appeared in the 1855 edition of Walt Whitman's poetry collection 'Leaves of

Grass.'



What historical period influenced the writing of 'Song of Myself'?

'Song of Myself' was written during the mid-19th century, a period marked by American expansion and

pre-Civil War tensions.

How did the writing of 'Song of Myself' reflect Walt Whitman's style?

'Song of Myself' reflects Whitman's free verse style and celebration of individuality, nature, and

democracy, which were central to his poetic approach.

Was 'Song of Myself' revised after its initial writing?

Yes, Walt Whitman revised 'Song of Myself' multiple times, notably in editions of 'Leaves of Grass'

published after 1855.

Why is the writing date of 'Song of Myself' significant?

The writing date of 'Song of Myself' (1855-1856) is significant because it captures the spirit of

American identity and democratic ideals just before the Civil War.

Additional Resources

**When Was "Song of Myself" Written? An Analytical Exploration**

when was song of myself written is a question that invites a deeper understanding not only of the
timeline surrounding this seminal piece of American poetry but also of its cultural and literary
significance. Walt Whitman’s “Song of Myself” stands as a cornerstone of American literature,
embodying the spirit of individualism and democratic ideals that defined a transformative era in the
United States. The precise dating of its composition, its publication history, and the evolution of its

content reveal much about the poet himself and the context in which the poem emerged.



The Origins of "Song of Myself'" and Its Writing Period

“Song of Myself” was first published in 1855 as a central part of Walt Whitman’s groundbreaking
collection *Leaves of Grass*. However, pinpointing exactly when it was written requires an

understanding of Whitman’s creative process and the historical backdrop of mid-19th century America.

Whitman began working on the poem in the early 1850s, a period marked by his move to Brooklyn
and his engagement with emerging democratic and transcendentalist ideas. The poem’s initial
manuscript likely took shape between 1854 and 1855, culminating in its inclusion in the first edition of
*Leaves of Grass®*, which consisted of just twelve untitled poems, with “Song of Myself” serving as the
unofficial centerpiece. Whitman himself described the poem as a “barbaric yawp,” capturing his intent
to break free from traditional poetic forms and to voice an American identity distinct from European

influences.

The composition period coincided with a time of intense social and political change in the United
States, including debates over slavery, expanding frontiers, and shifting cultural norms. These

influences permeate the text, making the poem a living document of its era.

Historical Context and Its Impact on Composition

Understanding when “Song of Myself” was written necessitates an investigation into the 1850s, a
decade rife with tension and transformation. The era’s spirit of innovation and rebellion against

established conventions is mirrored in Whitman’s poetic style and thematic choices.

The poem’s democratic ethos, celebration of the self, and embrace of diversity were radical at a time
when American society was grappling with its identity. Whitman’s work anticipated the impending Civil
War and the struggles for abolition and civil rights. This contextual background helps explain why
Whitman’s writing process was not merely personal but also a response to the collective American

consciousness.



Evolution Through Editions: Revisions and Expansions

One of the unique aspects of “Song of Myself” is its fluidity across editions of *Leaves of Grass*. The
poem was not a static work confined to a single moment in time but evolved alongside Whitman’s own

life and the changing American landscape.

The first edition in 1855 contained twelve untitled poems, with “Song of Myself” as an unnumbered
piece. Subsequent editions, notably the 1856 and 1860 versions, saw Whitman expand the poem and
refine its language. By the 1881 edition, “Song of Myself” had been divided into 52 sections, reflecting

Whitman’s ongoing commitment to perfecting his vision.

This iterative process highlights the difficulty of assigning a single date to the poem’s creation. Instead,
“Song of Myself” represents a living, breathing work that grew over three decades, adapting to
historical events such as the Civil War and personal experiences including Whitman’s service as a

nurse during the conflict.

The Significance of the 1855 Publication

While Whitman revised the poem extensively, the 1855 publication marks the definitive moment when
“Song of Myself” entered public consciousness. This edition was self-published and initially sold only a

few hundred copies, but it laid the foundation for Whitman’s legacy.

The 1855 version’s groundbreaking style—free verse, candid exploration of the human body and spirit,
and rejection of conventional poetic constraints—challenged readers and critics alike. It set a precedent
for American poetry by placing the individual self at the center of poetic expression, a concept that was

revolutionary at the time.



Literary Features and Themes Linked to Its Writing Period

The period during which “Song of Myself” was written is reflected in its literary features and thematic
concerns. Whitman’s innovative use of free verse broke from the strict meter and rhyme schemes

dominant in 19th-century poetry, signaling a new direction in American letters.

Themes such as democracy, spirituality, nature, and the celebration of the common man resonate with
the zeitgeist of the 1850s. The poem’s expansive voice, which embraces all aspects of existence, can
be read as an articulation of the American experiment in freedom and equality, even as those ideals

were contested and incomplete.

Influence of Transcendentalism and Contemporary Thought

Whitman’s writing was undeniably influenced by transcendentalist thinkers like Ralph Waldo Emerson,
who emphasized the unity of the individual and nature, as well as spiritual self-reliance. “Song of

Myself” echoes these ideas, promoting a poetic identity that is at once personal and universal.

Moreover, the poem’s timing aligns with a broader cultural movement toward exploring new spiritual
and philosophical ideas. The 1850s saw an increasing interest in Eastern philosophies and alternative

religious expressions, all of which informed Whitman’s poetic vision.

When Was "Song of Myself" Written? A Summary of Key

Points

To encapsulate the inquiry into when “Song of Myself” was written, consider the following timeline and

facts:



e Early 1850s: Whitman begins drafting the poem while living in Brooklyn and engaging with

contemporary intellectual currents.

¢ 1855: The poem is first published within the first edition of *Leaves of Grass™.

e 1856 and 1860 editions: Whitman expands and revises the poem, reflecting ongoing artistic

development.

¢ 1881 edition: The poem is divided into 52 sections, demonstrating its maturation over decades.

e Historical context: The poem’s themes are deeply intertwined with mid-19th-century American

social, political, and philosophical changes.

Comparative Perspective: "Song of Myself' vs. Other Works by

Whitman

Comparing “Song of Myself” to Whitman’s other poems within *Leaves of Grass* reveals its
foundational role. While Whitman continued to produce significant poetry throughout his life, this piece

remains his most ambitious exploration of seltfhood and democracy.

Unlike more narrowly focused poems, “Song of Myself” encompasses an encyclopedic range of
human experience, making it a prototype for Whitman’s later works. Its birth in the early 1850s

positions it as a pioneering text that shaped the trajectory of American poetry.

The question of when “Song of Myself” was written is thus inseparable from an understanding of

Whitman’s broader literary project and the historical forces that shaped it.



In exploring the question of when “Song of Myself” was written, one uncovers more than a mere date.
The poem’s creation is a story of artistic innovation, cultural reflection, and personal evolution.
Whitman’s work emerged at a pivotal moment in American history, embodying the complexities and
aspirations of a nation on the cusp of profound change. Its ongoing revisions and enduring influence

attest to the poem’s dynamic nature and its foundational place in the canon of American literature.

When Was Song Of Myself Written

when was song of myself written: Walt Whitman's Song of Myself Walt Whitman,
2013-10-18 Since 1855, Walt Whitman's Song of Myself has been enjoyed, debated, parodied and
imitated by readers, critics and artists crossing national and linguistic boundaries. Many argue that
it is the most influential poem ever written by an American. This sourcebook and critical edition
provides easy access to: * information on the contexts of Whitman's work, including biographical
details and a chronology * an overview of the critical reception of the poem and extracts from
important criticism, reprinted with clear introductory headnotes * key passages from the original
1855 edition, with commentary and annotation * the full 'final' 1881 edition of the poem.
Cross-references link the critical, contextual and textual sections of the volume, encouraging an
integrated understanding of this creative and controversial text. Complementing a wealth of
material with suggestions for further reading, this volume is ideal for readers with no knowledge of
the poem, or for those returning anew to a favourite text.

when was song of myself written: Song of Myself Walt Whitman, 2018-11-20 One of the
best-known and most stirring American poems, brilliantly edited by Stephen Mitchell, now available
in the Shambhala Pocket Library series. An undeniable and beloved classic of American poetry,
“Song of Myself” was originally published as part of Leaves of Grass, with Whitman expanding,
revising, and editing it in subsequent editions for much of his life. Here, Stephen Mitchell has gone
back to the first edition, only substituting revisions from later editions that express the original
vision and clarity of the piece. Tangling with themes of the self, nature, and one’s place in the
universe, Whitman'’s labor of language comes again and again to a simple yet astonishing
conclusion—"“I contain multitudes”—that everything, even the smallest, most seemingly insignificant
blade of grass and tiny ant have inside them the infinite universe. This is Whitman at his most wild
and raw, as large and lusty as life, fulfilling his promise to all future generations: I too am not a bit
tamed . . . .Itoo am untranslatable, I sound my barbaric yawp over the roofs of the world. This book
is part of the Shambhala Pocket Library series. The Shambhala Pocket Library is a collection of
short, portable teachings from notable figures across religious traditions and classic texts. The
covers in this series are rendered by Colorado artist Robert Spellman. The books in this collection
distill the wisdom and heart of the work Shambhala Publications has published over 50 years into a
compact format that is collectible, reader-friendly, and applicable to everyday life.

when was song of myself written: Song of Myself . Walt Whitman, Roycroft Shop, Benno
Loewy, 2015-08-08 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is
part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original
artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original
copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most
important libraries around the world), and other notations in the work. This work is in the public
domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you


https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-146/when-was-song-of-myself-written.pdf

may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the
body of the work.As a reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred
pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important
enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your
support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this
knowledge alive and relevant.

when was song of myself written: Song of Myself Walt Whitman, 2016-10-15 This book
offers the most comprehensive and detailed reading to date of Song of Myself. One of the most
distinguished critics in Whitman Studies, Ed Folsom, and one of the nation’s most prominent writers
and literary figures, Christopher Merrill, carry on a dialog with Whitman, and with each other,
section by section, as they invite readers to enter into the conversation about how the poem
develops, moves, improvises, and surprises. Instead of picking and choosing particular passages to
support a reading of the poem, Folsom and Merrill take Whitman at his word and interact with
“every atom” of his work. The book presents Whitman'’s final version of the poem, arranged in
fifty-two sections; each section is followed by Folsom’s detailed critical examination of the passage,
and then Merrill offers a poet’s perspective, suggesting broader contexts for thinking about both the
passage in question and the entire poem.

when was song of myself written: Song of Myself by Walt Whitman Walt Whitman, 2012-09-24
Song of Myself by Walt Whitman is one of the must read Walt Whitman poems. There were a few
editions of Song of Myself, as Whitman revised this poem throughout his lifetime. This edition of
Song of Myself is from Whitman's deathbed edition of Leaves of Grass. Enjoy Song of Myself by Walt
Whitman today!

when was song of myself written: Song of Myself and Other Poems Walt Whitman, 2013-01-01
The essence of famous American poet and essayist Walt Whitman is captured in the collection Song
of Myself and Other Poems. Whitman wrote in the time when Transcendentalism was fading and
Realism was becoming more popular. As a result, his works encompass traits of both eras. His first
work was an American epic called Leaves of Grass. He kept revising the collection until his death
issuing several editions and ultimately it contained some of the most famous poems that Whitman
ever created. Song of Myself is hailed as Whitman's best and most widespread poem. In the poem,
the author creates a persona that is both an individual as well as a universal voice for the people.
Typical of Whitman's style, Song of Myself is written in free verse, allowing the narrator to appeal to
a wide variety of readers. Also contained in the anthology Song of Myself and Other Poems is As I
Ebb'd with the Ocean of Life, As Farm Picture, and When Lilacs Last in the Dooryard Bloom'd. Lilacs
was written as an elegy to President Abraham Lincoln after his assassination in 1865. The works of
Walt Whitman have been alluded to in the creations of numerous other artists and will most
assuredly continue to influence writers and poets for years to come.

when was song of myself written: Song of Myself Walt Whitman, 1996-03 -- Presents the most
important 20th-century criticism on major works from The Odyssey through modern literature -- The
critical essays reflect a variety of schools of criticism -- Contains critical biographies, notes on the
contributing critics, a chronology of the author's life, and an index Whitman's celebration of human
complexity influenced generations of poets.

when was song of myself written: Song of Myself Walt Whitman, 2010-10-08 This is a
beautifully-designed edition of Walt Whitman's masterpiece, Song of Myself. Unlike other editions,
this book contains both the first (1855) and final (1892) versions of the poem, showing how Whitman
edited his own work over the course of his life. [Published by American Renaissance Books.]

when was song of myself written: Walt Whitman's "song of Myself" Edwin Haviland Miller,
1989 One of Walt Whitman's most loved and greatest poems, Song of Myself is an optimistic and
inspirational look at the world. Originally published as part of Leaves of Grass in 1855, Song of
Myself is as accessible and important today as when it was first written. Read Song of Myself and
enjoy a true poetic masterpiece.

when was song of myself written: Song of Myself Walt Whitman, 2015-01-17 Justly considered



one of his best poems, Whitman's Song of Myself rings with exquisite language and deep insight.
This True Large Print Edition is now made available to allow all of us to join the celebration.

when was song of myself written: Song of Myself Walt Whitman, 2015-09-13 This Squid Ink
Classic includes the full text of the work plus MLA style citations for scholarly secondary sources,
peer-reviewed journal articles and critical essays for when your teacher requires extra resources for
your research paper.

when was song of myself written: [ Sing to Myself Walt Whitman, 2021-07-21 I sing to Myself,
a man puts his destiny on the table and tells us: [ am the one who waters the roots of everything that
grows, and I carry the proof of who I am on my face; whatever he says about me, you must mark it
as yours, because only what no one can deny exists . That man, Walt Whitman (1819-1892), and his
destiny, become so confused that this is always the one, and we are both ourselves, because, in the
long run, what constitutes this collection of poems is a declaration of everything that lives . It is
considered one of the great works of contemporary American poetry.

when was song of myself written: Walt Whitman Walt Whitman, 2017-07-03 A selection of
Walt Whitman by Paul-Denis d'Homécourt

when was song of myself written: Theories of American Culture, Theories of American
Studies Winfried Fluck, 2003

when was song of myself written: Walt Whitman Harold Bloom, 2009 Presents a critical
analysis of some of the works of Walt Whitman including a short biography.

when was song of myself written: The Oxford Dictionary of Quotations Elizabeth M. Knowles,
1999 This major new edition of The Oxford Dictionary of Quotations offers the broadest and most
up-to-date coverage of quotations available today. Now with 20,000 quotations arranged by author,
this is Oxford's largest quotations dictionary ever. As well as quotations from traditional sources,and
with improved coverage of world religions and classical Greek and Latin literature, this foremost
dictionary of quotations now covers areas such as proverbs and nursery rhymes. For the first time
there are special sections for Advertising Slogans, Epitaphs, Film Lines, and Misquotations,
whichbring together topical and related quotes, and allow you to browse through the best quotations
on a given subject. In this new fifth edition there is enhanced accessibility with a new thematic index
to help you find the best quotes on a chosen subject, more in-depth details of the earliest traceable
source, an extensive keyword index, and biographical cross-references, so you will easily be able to
findquotations for all occasions, and identify who said what, where, and when.

when was song of myself written: Concise Oxford Dictionary of Quotations Susan Ratcliffe,
2011-03-17 Based on the highly acclaimed seventh edition of the Oxford Dictionary of Quotations,
this new edition includes over 9,000 of the most popular and widely-used quotations old and new,
uniquely identified by searching the largest ongoing language research programme in the world, the
Oxford English Corpus.

when was song of myself written: Oxford Dictionary of Quotations Elizabeth Knowles,
2014-09-18 The first edition of the Oxford Dictionary of Quotations was published in 1941 and for
over 70 years this bestselling book has remained unrivalled in its coverage of quotations past and
present. The eighth edition is a vast treasury of wit and wisdom spanning the centuries and
providing the ultimate answer to the question, ‘Who said that?' Find that half-remembered line in a
browser's paradise of over 20,000 quotations, comprehensively indexed for ready reference. Lord
Byron may have taken the view: 'I think it great affectation not to quote oneself', but for the less
self-centred the Oxford Dictionary of Quotations provides a quote for every occasion from the
greatest minds of history and from undistinguished characters known only for one happy line.
Drawing on Oxford's unrivalled dictionary research programme and unique language monitoring,
over 700 new quotations have been added to this eighth edition from authors ranging from St Joan
of Arc and Coco Chanel to Albrecht Durer and Thomas Jefferson. New sayings from across the ages
include 'It would not be better if things happened to men just as they wish' (the classical writer
Heraclitus), 'Fight on, and God will give the Victory' (the suffragette Emily Wilding Davison), and
'The future is already here--it's just not evenly distributed' (the writer William Gibson).



when was song of myself written: Whitman Illuminated Walt Whitman, 2014-11-01 Walt
Whitman's iconic collection of poems, Leaves of Grass, has earned a reputation as a sacred American
text. Whitman himself made such comparisons, going so far as to use biblical verse as a model for
his own. So it's only appropriate that artist and illustrator Allen Crawford has chosen to illuminate -
like medieval monks with their own holy scriptures - Whitman's masterpiece and the core of his
poetic vision, '‘Song of Myself'. Crawford has turned the original sixy-page poem from Whitman's
1855 edition into a sprawling 234-page work of art. The handwritten text and illustrations
intermingle in a way that's both surprising and wholly in tune with the spirit of the poem - they're
exuberant, rough and wild. Whitman Illuminated: Song of Myself is a sensational reading
experience, an artefact in its own right and a masterful tribute to one of America's greatest poets.

when was song of myself written: Canto A Mi Mismo Walt Whitman, 2004-07-01
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