
what is the meaning of difference
What Is the Meaning of Difference: Exploring Its Depth and Impact

what is the meaning of difference is a question that might seem straightforward at first glance,
but it opens up a rich conversation about diversity, distinction, and the nuances that make things
unique. Whether in language, culture, mathematics, or everyday life, understanding what difference
truly means helps us appreciate the world’s complexity. In this article, we’ll take a deep dive into the
concept of difference, exploring its various interpretations, significance, and how it shapes our
perceptions and interactions.

Defining Difference: More Than Just a Simple
Distinction

At its core, difference refers to the state or condition of being unlike or dissimilar in nature, form, or
quality. It’s the quality that sets one thing apart from another. But what is the meaning of difference
beyond this basic definition? It is a concept that operates on multiple levels—philosophical,
practical, and social.

When we talk about difference, we are essentially identifying characteristics that create diversity.
This can apply to objects, ideas, experiences, or people. In everyday conversations, difference helps
us categorize and make sense of the world by highlighting contrasts and variations.

The Role of Difference in Language and Communication

Language itself thrives on difference. Words gain meaning through their distinctions from other
words. For example, the word “hot” is understood because it differs from “cold.” This concept is
foundational in linguistics, where the study of differences between signs, sounds, or grammatical
structures helps us understand how communication works.

Recognizing difference in communication also extends to cultural and social contexts.
Understanding the differences in dialects, expressions, or customs can prevent misunderstandings
and foster better connections among people.

Philosophical Perspectives on What Is the Meaning of
Difference

Philosophers have long pondered the nature of difference. Rather than viewing it as merely a gap or
distance between two entities, some schools of thought see difference as a dynamic relationship that
defines identity itself.

French philosopher Gilles Deleuze, for instance, emphasized difference as a fundamental principle



that drives change and creativity. According to him, difference isn’t just a comparison but an
essential force that brings newness and variation into existence.

This perspective shifts the way we think about what is the meaning of difference—from a negative or
divisive concept to one that is constructive and enriching.

Difference and Identity: Interconnected Concepts

One cannot discuss difference without touching on identity. Our understanding of who or what
something is often depends on recognizing how it differs from others. This interdependence means
that difference shapes identity, and identity, in turn, highlights difference.

In social terms, acknowledging differences among individuals or groups—whether based on culture,
beliefs, or experiences—helps build a more nuanced understanding of identity. It allows us to
celebrate uniqueness while also finding common ground.

Difference in Mathematics and Science: Precision and
Comparison

In more technical fields, difference takes on specific meanings that help quantify and analyze
changes. In mathematics, difference is often the result of subtraction, showing the numerical gap
between two values. This simple yet powerful concept is fundamental to problem-solving and data
analysis.

Science also relies on identifying differences to classify species, measure phenomena, or test
hypotheses. In biology, for instance, the difference between genetic codes determines the traits of
organisms and drives evolution.

Understanding what is the meaning of difference in these fields highlights how crucial it is for
progress and discovery.

Types of Differences in Data Analysis

When analyzing data, recognizing different kinds of differences can lead to better insights:

Absolute Difference: The straightforward numerical gap between two values.

Relative Difference: Expressed as a percentage, showing how large the difference is relative
to a reference value.

Qualitative Difference: Differences in categories or types rather than numbers.



Each type serves a unique purpose and helps us interpret information accurately.

Difference in Social Contexts: Diversity and Inclusion

One of the most relevant applications of difference today is in understanding human diversity.
Recognizing differences in race, ethnicity, gender, abilities, and perspectives is essential for
promoting inclusivity and equity.

The meaning of difference here goes beyond mere acknowledgment—it calls for respect and
appreciation of the unique contributions each individual brings. Embracing difference can lead to
richer communities, innovative ideas, and stronger collaborations.

How Embracing Difference Benefits Society

Encourages Creativity: Diverse viewpoints spark new ideas and solutions.

Enhances Problem-Solving: Multiple perspectives provide a broader range of approaches.

Builds Empathy: Understanding differences fosters compassion and reduces prejudice.

Promotes Social Justice: Recognizing systemic differences helps address inequalities.

By valuing difference, societies can become more dynamic and resilient.

Everyday Examples of Difference and Its Impact

We encounter difference daily—in the foods we eat, the music we listen to, and the people we meet.
These small distinctions enrich our lives by offering variety and new experiences.

For example, trying different cuisines introduces us to diverse cultures and flavors, while interacting
with people from various backgrounds broadens our worldview. Recognizing these differences
encourages curiosity and lifelong learning.

Tips for Appreciating and Navigating Differences

Stay Open-Minded: Approach differences with curiosity rather than judgment.

Ask Questions: Seek to understand the reasons behind different perspectives.



Practice Active Listening: Pay attention to others’ experiences without interrupting.

Reflect on Your Own Biases: Awareness helps reduce unconscious prejudices.

These habits not only improve interpersonal relationships but also enrich personal growth.

Understanding what is the meaning of difference invites us to look beyond surface-level contrasts
and appreciate the deeper roles it plays in knowledge, identity, and society. It challenges us to see
difference not as division but as a source of strength and opportunity. Whether in science,
philosophy, or everyday life, difference is a vital concept that shapes our understanding of the world
and each other.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the meaning of the word 'difference'?
The word 'difference' refers to the way in which two or more things are not the same, highlighting
distinctions or variations between them.

How is 'difference' used in mathematics?
In mathematics, 'difference' is the result of subtracting one number from another, indicating how
much one value exceeds or falls short of another.

What does 'difference' mean in a social context?
In a social context, 'difference' often refers to the diversity or unique characteristics among people,
such as culture, opinions, or backgrounds.

What is the importance of understanding 'difference'?
Understanding 'difference' is important because it helps recognize diversity, promotes tolerance,
and enables better problem-solving by appreciating various perspectives.

How can the meaning of 'difference' vary based on context?
The meaning of 'difference' can vary depending on context; it can refer to numerical subtraction in
math, distinctions in characteristics in general use, or diversity in social settings.

What is the difference between 'difference' and 'distinction'?
'Difference' broadly refers to any way things are not the same, while 'distinction' often implies a
notable or important difference that sets something apart.



Additional Resources
**Understanding the Nuances: What Is the Meaning of Difference?**

what is the meaning of difference is a question that touches on one of the most fundamental
concepts across various disciplines, from linguistics and philosophy to mathematics and social
sciences. At its core, difference refers to the quality or condition of being unlike or dissimilar. Yet,
this seemingly straightforward idea unfolds into a complex and multifaceted notion when examined
through different lenses. This article delves into the meaning of difference, exploring its
significance, interpretations, and applications in both everyday life and specialized fields.

Decoding the Concept of Difference

The term difference, in its simplest form, indicates a distinction between two or more entities. It is a
comparative concept that highlights how one object, idea, or individual deviates from another. The
meaning of difference is not static; it varies depending on context, purpose, and perspective. In
language, difference manifests as semantic or phonetic contrasts. In mathematics, it represents the
result of subtraction or the gap between values. In social contexts, difference often relates to
diversity, identity, and otherness.

Understanding what is the meaning of difference requires recognizing it as both a relational and an
intrinsic characteristic. Relationally, difference depends on comparison—without a point of
reference, the concept loses meaning. Intrinsically, difference may pertain to inherent qualities that
define uniqueness or individuality.

Difference in Linguistics and Communication

In linguistics, difference plays a crucial role in meaning-making and communication. The differences
between phonemes—the smallest units of sound—enable languages to distinguish one word from
another. For example, the difference between the sounds /p/ and /b/ changes "pat" to "bat," altering
meaning entirely. Similarly, semantic difference highlights the distinctions in meanings of words or
phrases, which is essential for effective communication.

Moreover, the study of difference in language extends to dialects, accents, and variations in usage,
reflecting cultural and social identities. Sociolinguistics examines how these differences influence
social interactions and perceptions, underscoring the importance of difference in constructing
meaning beyond the literal.

The Philosophical Perspective on Difference

Philosophically, difference has been a subject of extensive inquiry, particularly in the realms of
metaphysics and epistemology. Philosophers like Jacques Derrida emphasized "difference"
(différance) as a fundamental element in understanding meaning and existence. Derrida argued that
meaning is never fixed but always deferred through differences in language and context.



In a broader philosophical sense, difference challenges the notion of identity and sameness,
provoking questions about what defines an entity and how distinctions shape reality. The dialectics
of difference and identity form the basis for debates on subjectivity, otherness, and the nature of
knowledge.

Difference in Mathematical and Scientific Contexts

In mathematics, difference typically refers to the result obtained when one number is subtracted
from another. For example, the difference between 10 and 7 is 3. This quantitative understanding of
difference is precise and measurable, contrasting with the qualitative interpretations found in the
humanities.

Beyond arithmetic, the concept extends to more complex scientific analyses. In statistics, differences
between data sets or variables can indicate correlations, trends, or anomalies. Identifying significant
differences is essential in hypothesis testing and experimental research.

Difference in Social Sciences and Diversity

In social sciences, difference often relates to human diversity—cultural, racial, gender-based, or
ideological variations within societies. Understanding what is the meaning of difference in this
context involves recognizing how distinctions contribute to social dynamics, inclusion, and
inequality.

The discourse on difference in sociology and anthropology stresses the importance of acknowledging
and respecting diversity to foster social cohesion and equity. However, it also brings attention to the
challenges posed by differences, such as discrimination, prejudice, and conflict.

Pros of Recognizing Difference: Encourages inclusivity, enriches cultural experiences,
promotes innovation through diverse perspectives.

Cons of Overemphasizing Difference: Can lead to social fragmentation, stereotyping, and
exclusion.

Difference in Identity and Personal Development

On an individual level, difference is central to identity formation. People define themselves in
relation to others by highlighting what makes them unique or distinct. This process is evident in
personal, social, and cultural identities.

Psychological theories suggest that embracing differences enhances self-awareness and empathy.
Conversely, discomfort with difference can generate social anxiety or conflict. Therefore,
understanding the meaning of difference is key to navigating interpersonal relationships and



fostering personal growth.

The Role of Difference in Innovation and Progress

Difference serves as a catalyst for innovation in various fields including technology, art, and
business. By introducing new ideas that differ from established norms, progress becomes possible.
The value of difference lies in its capacity to challenge the status quo and inspire creativity.

For organizations, recognizing and leveraging differences among team members—such as diverse
skills, experiences, and viewpoints—can enhance problem-solving and decision-making. This
approach aligns with contemporary strategies for building inclusive and dynamic work
environments.

Balancing Difference and Unity

While difference is vital for growth and diversity, it must be balanced with unity and commonality to
maintain coherence in societies and organizations. Excessive focus on difference without shared
values or goals can lead to fragmentation.

Effective management of difference involves fostering dialogue, understanding, and respect among
diverse groups. This balance helps create environments where differences are appreciated rather
than feared or suppressed.

The exploration of what is the meaning of difference reveals a concept that is both simple and
profoundly complex. Its relevance spans disciplines, influencing how we perceive, interact with, and
shape the world around us. Recognizing the multifaceted nature of difference enriches our
understanding and guides us toward more inclusive and innovative futures.

What Is The Meaning Of Difference

  what is the meaning of difference: The Meaning of Difference: American Constructions
of Race, Sex and Gender, Social Class, Sexual Orientation, and Disability Karen Rosenblum,
Toni-Michelle Travis, 2015-01-23 How do categories of people come to be seen as “different”? How
does being “different” affect people’s lives? What does difference mean at the level of the individual,
social institutions, or society? What difference does “difference” make? The Meaning of Difference
offers a conceptual structure and up-to-date readings on the differences distinctive to American
life—differences of race and ethnicity, sex and gender, social class, sexuality, and disability.
  what is the meaning of difference: The Meaning of Difference Karen Elaine Rosenblum,
Toni-Michelle Travis, 1996 A collection of readings that offers an integrated and comparative
examination of contemporary American constructions of race, sex, social class and sexual
orientation. Instead of focusing on victimization and oppression, the book covers the positive aspects
of being a member of a particular group.
  what is the meaning of difference: Derrida's 'Writing and Difference' Sarah Wood,
2009-07-08 Writing and Difference is widely perceived to be an excellent starting place for those

https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-146/what-is-the-meaning-of-difference.pdf


new to Derrida and this Reader's Guide is the perfect accompaniment to the study of one of the most
important philosophical works of the 20th Century.
  what is the meaning of difference: Language and Sexual Difference Susan Sellers,
1991-12-02 An accessible introduction to French feminist theory and contemporary French women's
writing for non-French speakers. The book offers a context to this challenging, controversial body of
work by giving clear accounts of the philosophical, post-structural and psychoanalytic debates which
have had such an impact on French intellectual life in recent years, and to which French feminist
writers offer a response.
  what is the meaning of difference: What is Meaning? Paul H. Portner, 2005-02-04 What is
Meaning? Fundamentals of Formal Semantics is a concise introduction to the field of semantics as it
is actually practiced. Through simple examples, pictures, and metaphors, Paul Portner presents the
field’s key ideas about how language works. Explains the fundamental ideas and some of the most
significant results of modern semantic theory Combines foundational discussion with simplified
analyses of complex phenomena to provide readers with a sense of the fascination to be found in the
details of the human language Includes exercises and thought-provoking questions to facilitate
learning
  what is the meaning of difference: Difference and Disavowal Alan Bass, 2000 Difference
and Disavowal is a major rethinking of a central tenet of Freudian psychoanalysis--the repression
theory. It centers on fundamental issues in practice and theory, beginning with a central conundrum
for clinical psychoanalysis: how to understand apparently analyzable patients who resist the
essential therapeutic measure of analysis--interpretation. The author finds the answer in a revision
and expansion of Freud's theory of fetishism. Freud introduced the defense mechanism of disavowal
in order to understand what he called the registration and repudiation of reality in fetishism.
However, his understanding of the reality disavowed in fetishism is self-contradictory. The
contradiction in Freud's argument can be resolved by understanding disavowal in terms of
registration and repudiation of difference. The patients who resist interpretation register and
repudiate the differentiating process implicit in every interpretation. The problem of resistance to
interpretation expands the basic conception of the unconscious to include registration and
repudiation of differentiating, processive reality. Freud's conception of an unconscious force that
simultaneously differentiates, binds, and raises tension levels--Eros--demands integration with the
theory of disavowal. This integration produces a theory of an inevitable trauma, an inevitable
registration and repudiation of difference, as an essential element in psychoanalytic theories of
mind, psychopathology, and treatment. At the end of his life Freud himself was beginning to rethink
repression as the cornerstone of his work. He was beginning to see disavowal as the foundation of
defensive process. Once disavowal is understood in relation to difference and Eros, one has a major
tool with which to rethink the development of Freudian psychoanalysis from its earliest days to the
present. The author shows how other analysts--such as Ferenczi, Abraham, Klein, Loewald, and
Winnicott--have unwittingly but crucially contributed to the problem of resistance to interpretation
  what is the meaning of difference: A French-English Grammar Morris Salkoff, 1999-09-15
In this contrastive French-English grammar, the comparisons between French structures and their
English equivalents are formulated as rules which associate a French schema (of a particular
grammatical structure) with its translation into an equivalent English schema. The grammar
contains all the rules giving the English equivalents under translation of the principal grammatical
structures of French: the verb phrase, the noun phrase and the adjuncts (modifiers). In addition to
its intrinsic linguistic interest, this comparative grammar has two important applications. The
translation equivalences it contains can provide a firm foundation for the teaching of the techniques
of translation. Furthermore, such a comparative grammar is a necessary preliminary to any program
of machine translation, which needs a set of formal rules, like those given here for the
French-to-English case, for translating into a target language the syntactic structures encountered
in the source language.
  what is the meaning of difference: Statistical Methods for the Information Professional Liwen



Vaughan, 2001 For most of us, painless is not the word that comes to mind when we think of
statistics, but author and educator Liwen Vaughan wants to change that. In this unique and useful
book, Vaughan clearly explains the statistical methods used in information science research,
focusing on basic logic rather than mathematical intricacies. Her emphasis is on the meaning of
statistics, when and how to apply them, and how to interpret the results of statistical analysis.
Through the use of real-world examples, she shows how statistics can be used to improve services,
make better decisions, and conduct more effective research. Whether you are doing statistical
analysis or simply need to better understand the statistics you encounter in professional literature
and the media, this book will be a valuable addition to your personal toolkit. Includes more than 80
helpful figures and tables, 7 appendices, bibliography, index.
  what is the meaning of difference: Death, Time and the Other Saitya Brata Das,
2020-01-27 This book addresses the limits of metaphysics and the question of the possibility of
ethics in this context. It is divided into six chapters, the first of which broadens readers’
understanding of difference as difference with specific reference to the works of Hegel. The second
chapter discusses the works of Emmanuel Lévinas and the question of the ethical. In turn, the
concepts of sovereignty and the eternal return are discussed in chapters three and four, while
chapter five poses the question of literature in a new way. The book concludes with chapter six. The
book represents an important contribution to the field of contemporary philosophical debates on the
possibility of ethics beyond all possible metaphysical and political closures. As such, it will be of
interest to scholars and researchers in both the humanities and social sciences. Beyond the
academic world, the book will also appeal to readers (journalists, intellectuals, social activists, etc.)
for whom the question of the ethical is the decisive question of our time.
  what is the meaning of difference: Statistical Methods for Communication Science Andrew F.
Hayes, 2020-10-14 Statistical Methods for Communication Science is the only statistical methods
volume currently available that focuses exclusively on statistics in communication research. Writing
in a straightforward, personal style, author Andrew F. Hayes offers this accessible and thorough
introduction to statistical methods, starting with the fundamentals of measurement and moving on to
discuss such key topics as sampling procedures, probability, reliability, hypothesis testing, simple
correlation and regression, and analyses of variance and covariance. Hayes takes readers through
each topic with clear explanations and illustrations. He provides a multitude of examples, all set in
the context of communication research, thus engaging readers directly and helping them to see the
relevance and importance of statistics to the field of communication. Highlights of this text include:
*thorough and balanced coverage of topics; *integration of classical methods with modern
resampling approaches to inference; *consideration of practical, real world issues; *numerous
examples and applications, all drawn from communication research; *up-to-date information, with
examples justifying use of various techniques; and *downloadable resources with macros, data sets,
figures, and additional materials. This unique book can be used as a stand-alone classroom text, a
supplement to traditional research methods texts, or a useful reference manual. It will be invaluable
to students, faculty, researchers, and practitioners in communication, and it will serve to advance
the understanding and use of statistical methods throughout the discipline.
  what is the meaning of difference: An Introduction to Language Kirk Hazen, 2014-08-25 An
Introduction to Language offers an engaging guide to the nature of language, focusing on how
language works – its sounds, words, structures, and phrases – all investigated through wide-ranging
examples from Old English to contemporary pop culture. Explores the idea of a scientific approach
to language, inviting students to consider what qualities of language comprise everyday skills for us,
be they sounds, words, phrases, or conversation Helps shape our understanding of what language is,
how it works, and why it is both elegantly complex and essential to who we are Includes exercises
within each chapter to help readers explore key concepts and directly observe the patterns that are
part of all human language Examines linguistic variation and change to illustrate social nuances and
language-in-use, drawing primarily on examples from English Avoids linguistic jargon, focusing
instead on a broader and more general approach to the study of language, and making it ideal for



those coming to the subject for the first time Supported by additional web resources – available upon
publication at www.wiley.com/go/hazen/introlanguage – including student study aids and testbank
and notes for instructors
  what is the meaning of difference: Logic: Deductive and Inductive Alexander Bain, 1889
  what is the meaning of difference: Theories of Lexical Semantics Dirk Geeraerts, 2010
Theories of Lexical Semantics offers a comprehensive overview of the major traditions of word
meaning research in linguistics. In spite of the growing importance of the lexicon in linguistic
theory, no overview of the main theoretical trends in lexical semantics is currently available. This
book fills that gap by charting the evolution of the discipline from the mid nineteenth century to the
present day. It presents the main ideas, the landmark publications, and thedominant figures of five
traditions: historical-philological semantics, structuralist semantics, generativist semantics,
neostructuralist semantics, and cognitive semantics. The theoretical and methodological relationship
between the approaches is a major point of attention throughout the text: going well beyond amere
chronological enumeration, the book does not only describe the theoretical currents of lexical
semantics, but also the undercurrents that have shaped its evolution.
  what is the meaning of difference: Comparing Groups Andrew S. Zieffler, Jeffrey R.
Harring, Jeffrey D. Long, 2012-01-10 A hands-on guide to using R to carry out key statistical
practices in educational and behavioral sciences research Computing has become an essential part
of the day-to-day practice of statistical work, broadening the types of questions that can now be
addressed by research scientists applying newly derived data analytic techniques. Comparing
Groups: Randomization and Bootstrap Methods Using R emphasizes the direct link between
scientific research questions and data analysis. Rather than relying on mathematical calculations,
this book focus on conceptual explanations and the use of statistical computing in an effort to guide
readers through the integration of design, statistical methodology, and computation to answer
specific research questions regarding group differences. Utilizing the widely-used, freely accessible
R software, the authors introduce a modern approach to promote methods that provide a more
complete understanding of statistical concepts. Following an introduction to R, each chapter is
driven by a research question, and empirical data analysis is used to provide answers to that
question. These examples are data-driven inquiries that promote interaction between statistical
methods and ideas and computer application. Computer code and output are interwoven in the book
to illustrate exactly how each analysis is carried out and how output is interpreted. Additional topical
coverage includes: Data exploration of one variable and multivariate data Comparing two groups
and many groups Permutation tests, randomization tests, and the independent samples t-Test
Bootstrap tests and bootstrap intervals Interval estimates and effect sizes Throughout the book, the
authors incorporate data from real-world research studies as well aschapter problems that provide a
platform to perform data analyses. A related Web site features a complete collection of the book's
datasets along with the accompanying codebooks and the R script files and commands, allowing
readers to reproduce the presented output and plots. Comparing Groups: Randomization and
Bootstrap Methods Using R is an excellent book for upper-undergraduate and graduate level courses
on statistical methods, particularlyin the educational and behavioral sciences. The book also serves
as a valuable resource for researchers who need a practical guide to modern data analytic and
computational methods.
  what is the meaning of difference: Introductory Statistics for Health and Nursing Using SPSS
Louise Marston, 2009-12-15 Introductory Statistics for Health & Nursing using SPSS is an
impressive introductory statistics text ideal for all health science and nursing students. Health and
nursing students can be anxious and lacking in confidence when it comes to handling statistics. This
book has been developed with this readership in mind. This accessible text eschews long and
off-putting statistical formulae in favour of non-daunting practical and SPSS-based examples. What′s
more, its content will fit ideally with the common course content of stats courses in the field.
Introductory Statistics for Health & Nursing using SPSS is also accompanied by a companion
website containing data-sets and examples for use by lecturers with their students. The inclusion of



real-world data and a host of health-related examples should make this an ideal core text for any
introductory statistics course in the field.
  what is the meaning of difference: Designing Experiments and Analyzing Data Scott E.
Maxwell, Harold D. Delaney, Ken Kelley, 2017-09-11 Designing Experiments and Analyzing Data: A
Model Comparison Perspective (3rd edition) offers an integrative conceptual framework for
understanding experimental design and data analysis. Maxwell, Delaney, and Kelley first apply
fundamental principles to simple experimental designs followed by an application of the same
principles to more complicated designs. Their integrative conceptual framework better prepares
readers to understand the logic behind a general strategy of data analysis that is appropriate for a
wide variety of designs, which allows for the introduction of more complex topics that are generally
omitted from other books. Numerous pedagogical features further facilitate understanding:
examples of published research demonstrate the applicability of each chapter’s content; flowcharts
assist in choosing the most appropriate procedure; end-of-chapter lists of important formulas
highlight key ideas and assist readers in locating the initial presentation of equations; useful
programming code and tips are provided throughout the book and in associated resources available
online, and extensive sets of exercises help develop a deeper understanding of the subject. Detailed
solutions for some of the exercises and realistic data sets are included on the website
(DesigningExperiments.com). The pedagogical approach used throughout the book enables readers
to gain an overview of experimental design, from conceptualization of the research question to
analysis of the data. The book and its companion website with web apps, tutorials, and detailed code
are ideal for students and researchers seeking the optimal way to design their studies and analyze
the resulting data.
  what is the meaning of difference: Studies in West Slavic and Baltic Linguistics A. A.
Barentsen, B. M. Groen, R. Sprenger, 1991
  what is the meaning of difference: Iranian Classical Music Laudan Nooshin, 2017-03-02
Questions of creativity, and particularly the processes which underlie creative performance or
’improvisation’, form some of the central areas of interest in current musicology. Yet the
predominant discourses on which musicological thought in this area are based have rarely been
challenged. In this book Laudan Nooshin interrogates musicological discourses of creativity from the
perspective of critical theory and postcolonial studies, examining their ideological underpinnings,
the relationships of alterity which they sustain, and the profound implications for our understanding
of creative processes in music. The repertoire which forms the book’s main focus is Iranian classical
music, a tradition in which the performer plays a central creative role. Addressing a number of
issues regarding the nature of musical creativity, the author explores both the discourses through
which ideas about creativity are constructed, exchanged and negotiated within this tradition, and
the practice by which new music comes into being. For the latter she compares a number of
performances by musicians playing a range of instruments and spanning a period of more than 30
years, focusing on one particular section of repertoire, dastgāh Segāh, and providing transcriptions
of the performances as the basis for analytical exploration of the music’s underlying compositional
principles. This book is about understanding musical creativity as a meaningful social practice. It is
the first to examine the ways in which ideas about tradition, authenticity, innovation and modernity
in Iranian classical music form part of a wider social discourse on creativity, and in particular how
they inform debates regarding national and cultural identity.
  what is the meaning of difference: Gilles Deleuze and Metaphysics Alain Beaulieu,
Edward Kazarian, Julia Sushytska, 2014-12-24 Deleuze remains indifferent to the ambient pathos
related to the end of metaphysics and compares the undertakings of destruction, overcoming and
deconstruction of metaphysics with the gestures of murderers. He considers himself “a pure
metaphysician,” which is rather unique in the contemporary philosophical landscape. What are we to
make of this and similar claims? What do they mean in light of the effort made during the last
several centuries to overcome, overturn, destroy, or deconstruct metaphysics? If we consider
Deleuze’s work more closely, might find him engaging in the kind of thinking that is commonly



referred to as metaphysical? And if Deleuze is indeed a metaphysician, does this undercut the many
insightful contributions of the twentieth century philosophers who dedicate their thought to bringing
down Western metaphysical tradition? Or does it suggest that there is a sense of metaphysics that
should nevertheless be preserved? These and similar questions are addressed in this volume by a
series of international scholars. The goal of the book is to critically engage an aspect of Deleuze’s
thought that, for the most part, has been neglected, and to understand better his “immanent
metaphysics.” It also seeks to explore the consequences of such an engagement.
  what is the meaning of difference: Evidence Based Practice Across the Health
Professions Tammy Hoffmann, Sally Bennett, Chris Del Mar, 2009 Provides a foundation in the
knowledge and skills necessary to perform and understand the implications of evidence-based
practice within a healthcare environment. Hoffmann and Bennett, University of Queensland; Del
Mar, Bond University, Australia.
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