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the law of journalism and mass communication serves as the backbone for the
media industry, shaping how news is gathered, reported, and consumed. It is a
complex blend of constitutional rights, regulations, ethical standards, and
legal boundaries that govern the relationship between the press, the public,
and the government. Understanding these laws is crucial not only for
journalists and media professionals but also for anyone interested in the
dynamics of free speech, information dissemination, and accountability in
today’s fast-paced media environment.

Understanding the Foundations of the Law of
Journalism and Mass Communication

Journalism is often hailed as the fourth estate, a vital pillar of democracy
that keeps governments and institutions in check. However, this power comes
with responsibilities and limitations defined by legal frameworks. The law of
journalism and mass communication primarily revolves around balancing freedom
of the press with protecting other rights, such as privacy, reputation, and
national security.

The First Amendment and Freedom of the Press

At the heart of media law in many democratic countries, especially in the
United States, lies the First Amendment, which guarantees freedom of speech
and the press. This constitutional right ensures that journalists can report
on matters of public interest without censorship or undue government
interference. However, this freedom is not absolute. The law recognizes that
certain restrictions are necessary to prevent harm, such as incitement to
violence, defamation, or threats to national security.

Key Legal Principles Impacting Journalism

Several legal doctrines and principles shape how journalism operates within
the law:

- **Defamation Law**: Protects individuals from false statements that could
harm their reputation. Journalists must verify facts to avoid libel or



slander claims.
- **Privacy Rights**: Balances the public's right to know with individuals'
right to keep personal information confidential.
- **Copyright Law**: Governs the use of intellectual property, ensuring that
media outlets respect content ownership and licensing.
- **Access to Information**: Laws such as the Freedom of Information Act
(FOIA) empower journalists to obtain government-held information, fostering
transparency.

Mass Communication and Media Law: An Evolving
Landscape

With the rise of digital media, social platforms, and instantaneous news
sharing, the law of journalism and mass communication faces new challenges.
The traditional boundaries between publishers, broadcasters, and audiences
are blurring, prompting legal systems to adapt.

Regulating Digital Media and Online Journalism

Online news outlets and citizen journalism have democratized information
dissemination but also complicated regulatory oversight. Issues such as fake
news, misinformation, and online harassment have become central concerns.
Laws now increasingly address:

- **Content moderation responsibilities of platforms**
- **Data protection and user privacy online**
- **Jurisdictional challenges in cross-border digital publishing**

Journalists and media companies must stay informed about these evolving
regulations to maintain credibility and avoid legal pitfalls.

Broadcasting Laws and Licensing

Mass communication through television and radio is subject to licensing and
regulatory rules designed to manage spectrum use and ensure content
standards. Broadcast laws often require adherence to guidelines about
decency, political advertising, and children's programming, reflecting the
medium’s broad reach and influence.

Ethics and Legal Responsibilities in Journalism

While laws set the minimum standards, ethical considerations often guide



journalistic practice beyond legal obligations. Ethical journalism promotes
accuracy, fairness, and accountability, which helps build public trust and
protects against legal challenges.

The Role of Journalistic Ethics Codes

Many journalism organizations have established codes of ethics that
complement legal requirements. These codes emphasize:

- Verification of information before publishing
- Avoidance of conflicts of interest
- Respect for privacy balanced against the public interest
- Transparency about sources and corrections of errors

Adhering to these principles not only reduces legal risks but also enhances
the quality and reliability of news reporting.

Legal Risks Journalists Face

Despite best efforts, journalists can encounter various legal threats,
including:

- **Defamation lawsuits**: Often used by powerful individuals or entities to
silence critical reporting.
- **Contempt of court**: Publishing information that could prejudice legal
proceedings.
- **Invasion of privacy claims**: Especially in cases involving sensitive
personal data.
- **Breach of confidentiality**: When revealing protected sources or
sensitive information.

Being aware of these risks and consulting legal experts can help journalists
navigate tricky situations effectively.

Practical Tips for Media Professionals on
Navigating Media Law

Whether a seasoned journalist or a newcomer to the field, understanding the
law of journalism and mass communication is essential for career longevity
and ethical reporting. Here are some practical tips:

Fact-check rigorously: Confirm your sources and data before publication1.
to avoid defamation claims.



Respect privacy: Weigh the public interest against individuals’ rights2.
to privacy carefully.

Understand copyright: Use images, videos, and text only with proper3.
permissions or under fair use guidelines.

Stay updated on laws: Media law is dynamic; continuous learning helps4.
adapt to new legal regulations.

Consult legal counsel: When in doubt, seek advice from media law experts5.
before publishing sensitive content.

The Intersection of Journalism, Mass
Communication, and Society

The law of journalism and mass communication is not just about rules and
restrictions—it reflects society’s values and helps shape public discourse.
By protecting the press’s independence while enforcing responsibility, these
laws foster an informed citizenry and a healthy democracy.

In an era of rampant misinformation and fast-moving news cycles,
understanding these legal principles empowers journalists to serve their
communities effectively and ethically. Whether it’s protecting
whistleblowers, ensuring access to information, or balancing competing
rights, the law of journalism and mass communication remains a vital field
that continues to evolve alongside technology and societal change.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary purpose of the law of journalism
and mass communication?
The primary purpose is to regulate the rights and responsibilities of
journalists and media organizations, ensuring freedom of the press while
protecting individuals' rights and maintaining ethical standards.

How does the First Amendment impact journalism in
the United States?
The First Amendment guarantees freedom of speech and the press, allowing
journalists to report news without government censorship or interference,
though this freedom is balanced against laws like defamation, privacy, and
national security.



What are the common legal issues faced by
journalists under mass communication law?
Common legal issues include libel and defamation claims, invasion of privacy,
copyright infringement, contempt of court, and issues related to
confidentiality of sources.

How do defamation laws affect journalism?
Defamation laws protect individuals from false statements that harm their
reputation. Journalists must ensure accuracy and fairness in reporting to
avoid libel lawsuits, while also balancing the public's right to know.

What role does copyright law play in mass
communication?
Copyright law protects original works of authorship, including news articles,
photographs, and broadcasts, preventing unauthorized use or reproduction and
ensuring creators are credited and compensated.

How do journalists protect confidential sources
under the law?
Journalists may rely on shield laws, which exist in many jurisdictions, to
protect the identity of confidential sources. However, these protections vary
and may be overridden in certain legal circumstances, such as criminal
investigations.

Additional Resources
The Law of Journalism and Mass Communication: Navigating Legal Boundaries in
Media

the law of journalism and mass communication serves as the backbone for
regulating the complex relationship between the media, the public, and the
authorities. As journalism continues to evolve amidst technological
advancements and shifting societal norms, understanding the legal framework
that governs mass communication becomes crucial for professionals, academics,
and consumers alike. This legal domain not only protects press freedom but
also delineates the limits within which media entities operate, ensuring
accountability and ethical reporting.

Understanding the Foundations of Journalism Law

At its core, the law of journalism and mass communication encompasses a



variety of statutes, regulations, and judicial precedents that address the
rights and responsibilities of media practitioners. These laws balance two
essential but sometimes conflicting interests: the right of the public to
receive information and the protection of individual rights such as privacy,
reputation, and intellectual property.

Historically, the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution has been the
cornerstone for free speech and press freedom in American law. However,
freedom of the press is not absolute and is subject to limitations aimed at
preventing harm. This tension between liberty and restriction shapes the
ongoing discourse in media law.

Key Legal Areas in Journalism and Mass Communication

The law of journalism and mass communication spans numerous specialized
areas, including but not limited to:

Defamation and Libel: Defamation law protects individuals and
organizations against false statements that could damage their
reputation. Journalists must exercise diligence to avoid libel suits,
which require proof that false information was published with actual
malice or negligence.

Privacy Rights: Media outlets must navigate laws protecting personal
privacy, which can conflict with the public’s right to know. Issues such
as intrusion, public disclosure of private facts, and appropriation are
central to privacy concerns in journalism.

Copyright and Intellectual Property: Journalists and broadcasters rely
on copyrighted material, but must respect ownership rights. Fair use
doctrines and licensing agreements often dictate how content can be used
legally.

Access to Information and Open Records: Freedom of Information Acts
(FOIA) at federal and state levels enable journalists to obtain
government-held information, fostering transparency and accountability.

Broadcast Regulation: The Federal Communications Commission (FCC)
enforces rules regarding licensing, content standards, and advertising
in broadcast media.

Challenges in Modern Media Law

The rapid rise of digital platforms and social media has introduced



unprecedented challenges to the law of journalism and mass communication.
Unlike traditional print and broadcast media, online content can be
disseminated instantaneously, globally, and often anonymously. This evolution
has outpaced existing legal frameworks, creating grey areas around
jurisdiction, liability, and censorship.

The Impact of Social Media and Online Platforms

Social media platforms have become significant channels for news
dissemination, but they complicate traditional legal responsibilities. For
instance, the question of who is liable for defamatory content posted by
users—platform operators or individual posters—remains contentious. Section
230 of the Communications Decency Act offers protections to platforms but is
currently under scrutiny for potential reform.

Moreover, the spread of misinformation and “fake news” challenges
journalistic integrity and raises questions about the role of law in
regulating content without infringing on free expression. The law of
journalism and mass communication must adapt to protect democratic discourse
while combating harmful content.

Balancing National Security and Press Freedom

Another critical area where media law intersects with broader societal
concerns is national security. Governments often invoke security
justifications to restrict press coverage, especially in cases involving
classified information or terrorism. Landmark cases like the Pentagon Papers
highlight the ongoing debate over prior restraint and the extent to which the
press can publish sensitive material without endangering public safety.

Ethical Considerations and Legal Accountability

While the law sets minimum standards for conduct, ethical journalism often
demands higher accountability. Media organizations employ internal guidelines
that complement legal requirements, addressing issues such as conflicts of
interest, accuracy, and fairness.

The Role of Press Councils and Regulatory Bodies

In many countries, independent press councils or ombudsmen mediate complaints
against media outlets, bridging the gap between legal sanctions and ethical
enforcement. These bodies encourage transparency and self-regulation, which
can sometimes prevent costly litigation and preserve public trust.



Pros and Cons of Legal Restrictions in Journalism

Pros: Legal restrictions protect individuals from harm, uphold privacy,
and maintain public order. They ensure that media entities act
responsibly and respect societal norms.

Cons: Overly stringent laws may stifle investigative journalism, limit
press freedom, and enable governmental censorship, undermining
democracy.

Comparative Perspectives in Media Law

Globally, the law of journalism and mass communication varies significantly,
reflecting cultural, political, and legal traditions. For example, European
countries often emphasize privacy rights more strongly than the United
States, leading to stricter data protection and defamation laws. Conversely,
some authoritarian regimes impose heavy restrictions on the press, curtailing
free expression and limiting journalistic independence.

Understanding these distinctions is vital for media professionals operating
in a global environment. Cross-border reporting and digital distribution
necessitate compliance with multiple legal systems, complicating journalistic
practice but also fostering international dialogue on press freedom.

Looking Ahead: The Future of Media Law

As artificial intelligence, deepfake technology, and encrypted communications
become more prevalent, the law of journalism and mass communication will face
new challenges. Regulating algorithm-driven news feeds, protecting sources in
an era of surveillance, and ensuring equitable access to information remain
pressing concerns.

Ultimately, the evolving legal landscape will require ongoing collaboration
among lawmakers, media practitioners, scholars, and the public to uphold the
democratic ideals that underpin journalism while adapting to a dynamic
technological context. The balance between freedom and responsibility
continues to define the law of journalism and mass communication in the 21st
century.
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  the law of journalism and mass communication: Trager′s The Law of Journalism and Mass
Communication Victoria Smith Ekstrand, Caitlin Ring Carlson, Erin Coyle, Susan Dente Ross, Amy
Reynolds, 2023-03-24 Trager′s The Law of Journalism and Mass Communication provides a clear and
engaging introduction to media law with comprehensive coverage and analysis for future journalists
and media professionals. Grounded in the traditions and rules of law, along with fresh facts and
examples, the authors demonstrate how the law functions in everyday life. The Eighth Edition of this
bestselling text offers students a new breadth and diversity of material and brings the law to life
with cutting-edge research, the latest court and legislative rulings, and a wealth of new content.
Included with this title: LMS Cartridge: Import this title′s instructor resources into your school′s
learning management system (LMS) and save time. Don′t use an LMS? You can still access all of the
same online resources for this title via the password-protected Instructor Resource Site.
  the law of journalism and mass communication: The Law of Journalism and Mass
Communication Robert Trager, Susan Dente Ross, Amy Reynolds, 2017-10-25 The Law of
Journalism and Mass Communication, Sixth Edition, by Robert Trager, Susan Dente Ross, and Amy
Reynolds offers a clear and engaging introduction to media law with comprehensive coverage and
analysis of key cases for future journalists and media professionals. You are introduced to key legal
issues at the start of each chapter, building your critical thinking skills before progressing to
real-world landmark cases that demonstrate how media law is applied today. Contemporary
examples, emerging legal topics, international issues, and cutting-edge research all help you to
retain and apply principles of media law in practice. The thoroughly revised Sixth Edition has been
reorganized and shortened to 12 chapters, streamlining the content and offering instructors more
opportunities for classroom activities. This edition also goes beyond the judiciary—including
discussions of tweets and public protests, alcohol ads in university newspapers, global data privacy
and cybersecurity, libel on the internet, and free speech on college campuses—to show how the law
affects the ways mass communication works and how people perceive and receive that work.
  the law of journalism and mass communication: The Law of Journalism and Mass
Communication Robert Trager, Susan Dente Ross, Amy Reynolds, 2015-10-16 The Law of
Journalism and Mass Communication is the media law text your students will want to read.
Esteemed authors Robert Trager, Susan Dente Ross and Amy Reynolds tailor this text to the needs
of future journalists and media professionals. They provide a current and comprehensive survey of
media law and its effects on mass communication complete with real-world, landmark court rulings
in context, scenarios from significant cases, cutting-edge research, photographs and feature boxes
that offer snapshots of media law in practice to spark classroom discussion and encourage critical
thinking. This thoroughly revised Fifth Edition includes a sharp focus on how the law applies to
newsgathering and dissemination in the digital age. It offers new social media law boxes, new case
excerpts and new features to keep students abreast of the latest developments in the law and its
application.
  the law of journalism and mass communication: The Law of Journalism and Mass
Communication Aditi Bhattnagar, 2018
  the law of journalism and mass communication: The Law of Journalism and Mass
Communication (Fifth Edition) Robert Trager, Susan Dente Ross, Amy Reynolds, 2015-11-02 The
Law of Journalism and Mass Communication, Fifth Edition offers a clear and engaging introduction
to media law with comprehensive coverage and analysis for future journalists and media
professionals. Hypothetical Suppose cases at the start of each chapter get students thinking about
key legal issues, while timelines show the progression of landmark cases in context. Each chapter
concludes with two excerpted Cases for Study with explanatory headnotes and questions. The text
also features a student website to help students review the material and prepare for exams.
  the law of journalism and mass communication: The Law of Journalism and Mass

https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-146/the-law-of-journalism-and-mass-communication.pdf


Communication Israel Udomisor, Anthony Paul Udoh, 2016-04
  the law of journalism and mass communication: Communications Law John D. Zelezny,
1997 Takes a narrative, ''nuts-and-bolts'' approach to mass communication, with substantial material
applicable to public relations, advertising, broadcasting, and journalism. The book addresses market
changes by streamlining some of the traditional news-oriented material and introducing other legal
topics of broad concern to communications professionals (i.e., advertising, PR, video production,
announcing, magazine editing, etc.). Its approach and pedagogical features make the material easily
accessible.
  the law of journalism and mass communication: Media Law and Ethics,, Third Edition Roy
L. Moore, Michael D. Murray, 2007-11-27 The third edition of Media Law and Ethics features a
complete updating of all major U.S. Supreme Court cases and lower court decisions through 1998;
more discussion throughout the book on media ethics and the role of ethics in media law; and an
updated appendix that now features a copy of the U.S. Constitution, new sample copyright and
trademark registration forms, and the current versions of major media codes of ethics, including the
new code of the Society of Professional Journalists. Extensively updated and expanded chapters
provide: *more detailed explanations of the legal system, the judicial process, and the relationship
between media ethics and media law; *new cases in this developing area of the law that has
attracted renewed attention from the U.S. Supreme Court; *the new Telecommunications Act and
the Communications Decency Act; *a discussion of telecommunications and the Internet; *new
developments in access to courts, records, and meetings such as recent court decisions and
statutory changes; and *more information about trademark and trade secret laws and recent
changes in copyright laws, as well as major court decisions on intellectual property. The book has
also been updated to include new developments in obscenity and indecency laws, such as the
Communications Decency Act, and the U.S. Supreme Court decision in Reno vs. ACLU. In addition,
the instructor's manual includes a listing of electronic sources of information about media law,
sample exams, and a sample syllabus.
  the law of journalism and mass communication: Law for Advertising, Broadcasting,
Journalism, and Public Relations Michael G. Parkinson, L. Marie Parkinson, 2013-03-07 This
exceptional new text offers an up-to-date and integrated approach to communication law. Written by
two practicing attorneys with extensive experience teaching the communication law course, Law for
Advertising, Broadcasting, Journalism, and Public Relations covers the areas of communication law
essential and most relevant for readers throughout the communication curriculum. Its integrated
approach will serve students and practitioners in advertising and public relations as well as those in
journalism and electronic media. Providing background to help readers understand legal concepts,
this comprehensive communication law text includes an introduction to the legal system; covers
legal procedures, structures, and jurisdictions; discusses the First Amendment and electronic media
regulations; and considers issues of access. Additional material includes: *intellectual property law;
*employment and agency law, with explanations of how these laws create obligations for mass
communication professionals and their employees; *commercial communication laws; and *special
laws and regulations that impact reporters, public relations practitioners, and advertisers who deal
with stock sales. Special features of this text include: *Magic Words and Phrases--defining legal
terms; *Cases--illustrating key points in each chapter; *Practice Notes--highlighting points of
particular interest to professional media practices; *Instructions on finding and briefing cases, with
a sample brief; and *Examples of legal documents and jury instructions. This text is intended as an
introduction to communication law for students and practitioners in mass communication,
journalism, advertising, broadcasting, telecommunications, and public relations.
  the law of journalism and mass communication: Looseleaf for Mass Media Law Clay
Calvert, Don R. Pember, 2017-10-13 In its twentieth edition, Mass Media Law comprehensively
examines the principles of media law, First Amendment freedoms of speech, and press and
assembly. This timely revised edition is extremely pertinent in this era of both “fake news” and open
hostility by some politicians toward the press. Students are offered an updated look at the



ever-changing landscape of media law. Led by a team of preeminent scholars in the field of mass
media law: Clay Calvert, Dan Kozlowski and Derigan Silver, this new edition is engaging, readable,
and entertaining. Instructors and students can now access their course content through the Connect
digital learning platform by purchasing either standalone Connect access or a bundle of print and
Connect access. McGraw-Hill Connect® is a subscription-based learning service accessible online
through your personal computer or tablet. Choose this option if your instructor will require Connect
to be used in the course. Your subscription to Connect includes the following: SmartBook® - an
adaptive digital version of the course textbook that personalizes your reading experience based on
how well you are learning the content. Access to your instructor’s homework assignments, quizzes,
syllabus, notes, reminders, and other important files for the course. Progress dashboards that
quickly show how you are performing on your assignments and tips for improvement. The option to
purchase (for a small fee) a print version of the book. This binder-ready, loose-leaf version includes
free shipping. Complete system requirements to use Connect can be found here:
http://www.mheducation.com/highered/platforms/connect/training-support-students.html
  the law of journalism and mass communication: Media Law and Ethics Roy L. Moore,
2020-07-24 This new edition of the casebook includes extensive excerpts from 25 major decisions by
the Supreme Court of the United States in media law or related to media law. The cases are
presented in the order in which they are discussed in the third edition of Media Law and Ethics by
Roy L. Moore and Michael D. Murray, but the casebook is designed to be used as a supplemental
text in any media law course. Each case includes a brief overview and has been edited to delete
detailed citations and highly technical material. However, every effort has been made to preserve
the Court's original language, including its recitation of the facts, its reasoning and the holding in
the case. Most of the cases also include excerpts from the Court's syllabus, a summary prepared by
the Court's Reporter of Decisions. A few of the cases include excerpts from concurring and/or
dissenting opinions, where those opinions illustrate the complexity of the case or were influential in
later decisions.
  the law of journalism and mass communication: The Law of Public Communication Kent
Middleton, Bill F. Chamberlin, 1994 The 2001 Update Edition of Law of Public Communication
includes the most current information available on the subject. Focusing on the day-to-day
implications of the law for media practitioners, this book examines the law affecting both traditional
journalism and the ever-changing commercial and electronic media, explaining the law as it applies
to the daily work of media practitioners. anyone working in the mass communication field, or anyone
interested in pursuing a career in mass communication.
  the law of journalism and mass communication: Mass Media Law Clay Calvert, Dan V.
Kozlowski, Derigan Silver, 2017-10-17 In its twentieth edition, Mass Media Law comprehensively
examines the principles of media law, First Amendment freedoms of speech, and press and
assembly. This timely revised edition is extremely pertinent in this era of both “fake news” and open
hostility by some politicians toward the press. Students are offered an updated look at the
ever-changing landscape of media law. Led by a team of preeminent scholars in the field of mass
media law: Clay Calvert, Dan Kozlowski and Derigan Silver, this new edition is engaging, readable,
and entertaining. Instructors and students can now access their course content through the Connect
digital learning platform by purchasing either standalone Connect access or a bundle of print and
Connect access. McGraw-Hill Connect® is a subscription-based learning service accessible online
through your personal computer or tablet. Choose this option if your instructor will require Connect
to be used in the course. Your subscription to Connect includes the following: SmartBook® - an
adaptive digital version of the course textbook that personalizes your reading experience based on
how well you are learning the content. Access to your instructor’s homework assignments, quizzes,
syllabus, notes, reminders, and other important files for the course. Progress dashboards that
quickly show how you are performing on your assignments and tips for improvement. The option to
purchase (for a small fee) a print version of the book. This binder-ready, loose-leaf version includes
free shipping. Complete system requirements to use Connect can be found here:



http://www.mheducation.com/highered/platforms/connect/training-support-students.html
  the law of journalism and mass communication: Media Law, Ethics, and Policy in the
Digital Age Mhiripiri, Nhamo A., Chari, Tendai, 2017-01-10 The growing presence of digital
technologies has caused significant changes in the protection of digital rights. With the ubiquity of
these modern technologies, there is an increasing need for advanced media and rights protection.
Media Law, Ethics, and Policy in the Digital Age is a key resource on the challenges, opportunities,
issues, controversies, and contradictions of digital technologies in relation to media law and ethics
and examines occurrences in different socio-political and economic realities. Highlighting
multidisciplinary studies on cybercrime, invasion of privacy, and muckraking, this publication is an
ideal reference source for policymakers, academicians, researchers, advanced-level students,
government officials, and active media practitioners.
  the law of journalism and mass communication: Mass Communication Law and Ethics
James W. Moore, Roy L Moore, 1994-01-01 A survey of 145 mass media law instructors in 1987
found that although two-thirds of the respondents devoted 10 percent or less of their courses to
ethics, they overwhelmingly agreed that ethics should be a significant part of teaching media law.
Almost half said ethics is a necessary corollary to law but that legal topics should not be dropped to
make room. A similar percentage said that, in class, they distinguish between legal boundaries and
standards of ethics in determining appropriate media conduct. This is the first book to explicitly
combine law and ethics rather than separate them as is traditionally done. Many journalism and
mass communication programs now include ethics in the title for the media law course -- a
recognition that journalism graduates must be grounded in ethics and that a combined course is the
most feasible and effective way of accomplishing this goal. Sadly, most journalism students complete
their degrees with limited, if any, understanding of the symbiotic relationship between media law
and ethics. Each chapter in this book includes a discussion of the ethical dimensions of that specific
legal topic to demonstrate where the law ends and ethics begins. Every journalist must establish a
personal code of ethics, but the standards can best be understood within the context of mass media
law. The question should not be simply How do I avoid a lawsuit?, but rather How do I do what is
right? To help students and professors more easily grasp the concepts of the laws and the ethics
surrounding them, this volume offers a supplemental student study guide, instructor's manual, and
annual updates.
  the law of journalism and mass communication: The Law of Public Communication, 2nd Ed.
Kent Middleton, 1992
  the law of journalism and mass communication: History of the Mass Media in the
United States Margaret A. Blanchard, 2013-12-19 The influence of the mass media on American
history has been overwhelming. History of the Mass Media in the United States examines the ways
in which the media both affects, and is affected by, U.S. society. From 1690, when the first American
newspaper was founded, to 1995, this encyclopedia covers more than 300 years of mass media
history. History of Mass Media in the United States contains more than 475 alphabetically arranged
entries covering subjects ranging from key areas of newspaper history to broader topics such as
media coverage of wars, major conflicts over press freedom, court cases and legislation, and the
concerns and representation of ethnic and special interest groups. The editor and the 200 scholarly
contributors to this work have taken particular care to examine the technological, legal, legislative,
economic, and political developments that have affected the American media.
  the law of journalism and mass communication: Mass Communication Law in a Nutshell
T. BARTON. CARTER, Juliet Lushbough Dee, Harvey L. Zuckman, 2020-02-07 Mass Communication
Law in a Nutshell satisfies the need for a basic text in communication law, not only for law students
but for journalism and communication students as well. Highlights of the Eighth Edition of the
popular book include a discussion of Hulk Hogan's successful lawsuit against Gawker for public
disclosure of private facts, the right to be forgotten (or erased) in Europe, and numerous social
media issues, including cyberstalking, catfishing, trolling, doxing, swatting, posting threats on
Facebook and access to President Trump's tweets. Further highlights include the USA FREEDOM



Act, the Supreme Court's expansion of exemption 4 of FOIA, First Amendment limits on denials of
trademark registration, the Broadcast Spectrum Auction, and the continuing battle over net
neutrality.
  the law of journalism and mass communication: Mass Media Law Arthur S. Hayes, 2013
Digital media law is now the dynamic legal territory. Mass Media Law: The Printing Press to the
Internet is a textbook designed to introduce students to the panoply of legal theories raised by the
Internet revolution as well as those supporting traditional media. The book takes a historical
approach beginning with the printing press and the telegraph and proceeding to the digital
technologies of today, such as social media and search engines. Concepts such as defamation,
broadcast regulation, privacy, and free expression are covered along with new media legal theories
including Internet exceptionalism, cyber libertarianism, and digital speech and democratic culture.
These are introduced to explain why traditional theories such as First Amendment medium-specific
analysis, common carriage, and network neutrality are just as relevant today as they were in the
early twentieth century. In order to help readers develop critical reasoning skills, each chapter
opens with a highly readable realworld vignette and goes on to identify and explain legal doctrines
and tests. Key passages from court opinions are highlighted, and each chapter closes with a list of
online media law resources and thought-provoking questions, including legal hypotheticals, to give
readers a solid understanding of the area in question. Mass Media Law is designed to be the main
text and a valuable resource for undergraduate and graduate courses covering media, mass
communication, free expression, and journalism law.
  the law of journalism and mass communication: Communication and the Law W. Wat
Hopkins, 2002
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