russian as a second language

Russian as a Second Language: Unlocking the Richness of a Unique Tongue

russian as a second language is an exciting and rewarding journey for
language enthusiasts worldwide. Known for its rich cultural heritage, complex
grammar, and distinctive Cyrillic script, Russian offers learners not only
the ability to communicate in one of the world's most widely spoken languages
but also a gateway to understanding a vast literary tradition, history, and
diverse cultures spanning Eastern Europe and Central Asia. Whether you're
learning Russian for travel, work, or personal enrichment, mastering it as a
second language presents both challenges and opportunities that can enrich
your global perspective.

Why Learn Russian as a Second Language?

The appeal of Russian extends well beyond its practical uses. With over 258
million speakers globally, Russian ranks as the eighth most spoken language
worldwide. It is one of the six official languages of the United Nations,
making it essential for diplomacy and international relations. But beyond
numbers and geopolitics, Russian opens doors to a world of classical
literature, cinema, music, and philosophy.

Exploring Russian as a second language allows learners to experience the
works of Tolstoy, Dostoevsky, and Chekhov in their original form, unlocking
nuances often lost in translation. Additionally, Russia's growing role in
global business and science makes the language an asset in various
professional fields. Many universities and companies value Russian
proficiency, and learning it can enhance career prospects in fields such as
international law, energy, journalism, and technology.

Challenges of Learning Russian as a Second
Language

Russian is often perceived as one of the more difficult languages for English
speakers to learn. This reputation stems from several unique features of the
language:

The Cyrillic Alphabet

One of the first hurdles is the Cyrillic script, which differs significantly
from the Latin alphabet used in English and many other languages. However,
the alphabet consists of 33 letters, many of which have familiar sounds, and



with consistent practice, learners can quickly become comfortable reading and
writing in Cyrillic.

Complex Grammar and Cases

Russian grammar is notoriously complex, with six grammatical cases that
affect nouns, pronouns, and adjectives. These cases indicate the role of
words in a sentence, such as subject, direct object, or possession, changing
word endings accordingly. For learners, mastering cases requires dedication
and practice, as it affects sentence structure and meaning.

Verb Aspects and Conjugation

Russian verbs have two aspects: imperfective and perfective, which express
whether an action is ongoing, habitual, or completed. Choosing the correct
verb aspect is crucial for clear communication but can be tricky for learners
accustomed to languages without such distinctions.

Effective Strategies for Learning Russian as a
Second Language

Despite its challenges, many find learning Russian highly achievable with the
right approach. Here are some tips and strategies to make your language
journey more enjoyable and productive.

Start with the Basics: Learn the Cyrillic Alphabet

Before diving into vocabulary and grammar, spend time familiarizing yourself
with the Cyrillic alphabet. Use flashcards, writing exercises, and reading
practice to build confidence. Recognizing letters and sounds quickly
accelerates your ability to read signs, menus, and simple texts.

Focus on Pronunciation and Listening Skills

Russian pronunciation can be challenging due to sounds unfamiliar to English
speakers, such as the rolled “r” and soft consonants. Listening to native
speakers through podcasts, music, or films helps train your ear and improves
pronunciation. Repeating aloud and mimicking intonation patterns enhances
your speaking skills.



Build Vocabulary Through Contextual Learning

Rather than memorizing isolated words, learn vocabulary within context.
Reading Russian stories, watching videos with subtitles, or engaging in
conversations helps solidify word meanings and usage. This approach also
exposes you to common phrases and idiomatic expressions, essential for
fluency.

Practice Grammar Gradually

Tackle Russian grammar step-by-step. Start with essential concepts like noun
gender and basic sentence structure before moving on to cases and verb
aspects. Use grammar workbooks, online exercises, or language apps that
provide instant feedback and explanations.

Engage in Speaking and Writing

Language acquisition thrives on active use. Find language partners, tutors,
or conversation groups to practice speaking. Writing journals, emails, or
social media posts in Russian also reinforces learning and builds confidence
in expression.

Resources to Support Learning Russian as a
Second Language

A wealth of resources exists for learners at every level, making Russian more
accessible than ever.

Online Platforms and Apps

Apps like Duolingo, Babbel, and Memrise offer structured courses focusing on
vocabulary and grammar. Websites such as RussianPodl01 provide audio lessons
and cultural insights. Interactive platforms allow learners to practice
listening and speaking skills conveniently.

Textbooks and Workbooks

Classic textbooks like “The New Penguin Russian Course” and “Russian Grammar
in Use” provide comprehensive explanations and exercises. Workbooks focusing
on cases and verb aspects can be invaluable for mastering these challenging



areas.

Language Exchange and Tutors

Platforms like italki and Tandem connect learners with native Russian
speakers for personalized lessons or language exchange. Regular conversation
practice with native speakers accelerates fluency and offers cultural
context.

Immersive Media

Watching Russian movies, listening to music, and reading news or literature
in Russian enrich understanding and make learning enjoyable. Immersive
exposure helps internalize language patterns naturally.

Cultural Insights Through Russian as a Second
Language

Learning Russian is more than just language acquisition; it’s an immersion
into a vibrant culture. Understanding Russian customs, humor, and social
norms enhances communication and builds meaningful connections. For example,
grasping the subtleties of formal and informal address (using “Tbl” vs. “Bbl")
is crucial in social interactions.
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Moreover, appreciating Russian holidays, cuisine, and history adds depth to
your language skills and motivates continued learning. Engaging with cultural
events or Russian-speaking communities in your area provides practical
experience and enriches your journey.

Exploring Russian folklore, traditions, and contemporary life through
language opens windows to a world that has shaped much of Eurasian history
and culture. This cultural competence complements linguistic proficiency,
making your experience with Russian as a second language holistic and
fulfilling.

Embarking on the path of learning Russian as a second language is undoubtedly
challenging but equally rewarding. With steady practice, the right resources,
and a curiosity for the culture, learners can overcome initial obstacles and
enjoy the profound benefits of connecting with millions of Russian speakers
worldwide. Whether for travel, career, or personal growth, Russian offers a
unique linguistic adventure that broadens horizons and deepens understanding
of a diverse and fascinating part of the world.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the best methods to learn Russian as a
second language?

The best methods to learn Russian as a second language include immersive
language courses, using language apps like Duolingo or Babbel, practicing
with native speakers, watching Russian movies and listening to Russian music,
and consistent daily practice focusing on vocabulary and grammar.

How difficult is it to learn Russian compared to
other languages?

Russian is considered moderately difficult for English speakers due to its
Cyrillic alphabet, complex grammar, and pronunciation. However, with regular
practice and effective learning strategies, learners can achieve proficiency.

What are the most important grammar topics to focus
on when learning Russian?

Key grammar topics include understanding the six cases (nominative, genitive,
dative, accusative, instrumental, prepositional), verb conjugations, aspect
of verbs (perfective and imperfective), gender of nouns, and sentence word
order.

Are there any online resources recommended for
learning Russian as a second language?

Yes, popular online resources include Duolingo, RussianPodl1l01l, Memrise,
LingQ, and websites like RT's Learn Russian. Additionally, YouTube channels
and language exchange platforms like Tandem are helpful.

How long does it typically take to become fluent in
Russian as a second language?

The time to fluency varies depending on the learner's dedication, prior
language experience, and study methods. On average, reaching conversational
fluency can take 6 months to 1 year with consistent study, while achieving
full fluency may take several years.

Additional Resources

Russian as a Second Language: Navigating Challenges and Opportunities in
Language Acquisition



russian as a second language has gained significant traction in recent years,
reflecting broader geopolitical, economic, and cultural shifts. As Russia
maintains its global influence, and as more individuals seek to engage with
Russian-speaking communities, the demand for effective Russian language
instruction outside native contexts continues to rise. This trend has
prompted educators, linguists, and learners alike to explore the unique
aspects of mastering Russian, evaluating its complexities, pedagogical
approaches, and practical applications in the modern world.

The Landscape of Russian Language Learning
Globally

The Russian language, with over 258 million speakers worldwide including
second-language users, stands as one of the key Slavic languages and a
critical tool for international communication. Unlike languages such as
Spanish or Mandarin, Russian’s prominence as a second language is often
concentrated in specific regions such as Eastern Europe, Central Asia, and
increasingly, in global academic and business circles.

Learning Russian as a second language involves deciphering a linguistic
system quite distinct from Romance or Germanic languages. This includes
mastering the Cyrillic script, understanding complex grammatical structures,
and navigating phonetic nuances. Consequently, Russian is often categorized
among the more challenging languages for English speakers, with the U.S.
Foreign Service Institute classifying it as a Category IV language, requiring
approximately 1,100 class hours to reach professional working proficiency.

Why Choose Russian as a Second Language?

Several factors motivate learners to adopt Russian as a second language:

e Economic Opportunities: Russia’s vast natural resources and growing
markets create incentives for professionals in energy, engineering, and
technology sectors.

e Cultural Access: Russian literature, cinema, and arts possess global
acclaim, attracting scholars and enthusiasts eager to engage in original
texts and cultural experiences.

e Educational Pursuits: Universities in Russia and neighboring countries
offer scholarships to international students, necessitating Russian
language proficiency.

e Geopolitical Relevance: Diplomats, analysts, and international relations
experts often require Russian to navigate Eurasian affairs.



These motivations shape the learner demographics and influence how Russian
language programs are structured worldwide.

Core Challenges in Learning Russian as a Second
Language

The process of acquiring Russian proficiency presents distinctive obstacles,
often cited by both learners and educators.

Alphabet and Pronunciation

Adapting to the Cyrillic alphabet is a fundamental step, but one that can
initially intimidate new learners. Although the script consists of 33
letters, several characters resemble Latin letters but represent different
sounds, which can cause confusion. Additionally, Russian phonology includes
sounds uncommon in English, such as the hard and soft consonant pairs, and
the rolled "r," which may require dedicated practice to master.

Grammar Complexity

Russian grammar is notably intricate. It features six cases (nominative,
genitive, dative, accusative, instrumental, and prepositional) that affect
noun, pronoun, and adjective endings. This system controls how words relate
to each other in sentences, impacting meaning and syntactic clarity. Verb
conjugations, aspect (perfective vs imperfective), and the absence of
articles also add layers of complexity.

Vocabulary and Semantic Nuances

While Russian shares some vocabulary roots with other Slavic languages,
learners from non-Slavic backgrounds face steep learning curves. Mastery
involves not only memorizing words but also understanding formal versus
informal registers, idiomatic expressions, and cultural connotations embedded
in language use.

Effective Approaches to Teaching and Learning
Russian

To address these challenges, educators have developed varied methodologies



that cater to diverse learner needs and contexts.

Immersive Learning Environments

Immersion remains one of the most effective methods for acquiring Russian
fluency. Language immersion programs, both in Russia and abroad, facilitate
direct interaction with native speakers and cultural experiences,
accelerating comprehension and conversational skills. Technology-enabled
immersion, such as virtual exchanges and multimedia resources, supplements
this approach.

Communicative Language Teaching (CLT)

CLT prioritizes real-life communication over rote memorization. By engaging
students in dialogues, role-plays, and scenario-based learning, CLT
encourages practical language use. This approach helps mitigate the
intimidation posed by Russian’s grammatical rules by focusing on context-
driven understanding.

Task-Based Learning

Task-based learning, where students complete specific language-related tasks,
allows for contextual grammar and vocabulary acquisition. For example,
planning a trip, interpreting a news article, or writing a formal email in
Russian provide meaningful frameworks for language application.

Technology and Russian Language Apps

Digital tools have transformed Russian language acquisition. Applications
like Duolingo, Babbel, and Russian-specific platforms such as RussianPodl01l
offer interactive exercises, speech recognition, and adaptive learning paths.
Moreover, access to Russian media through streaming services, podcasts, and
online newspapers enriches exposure.

Comparative Insights: Russian vs. Other Second
Languages

Analyzing Russian alongside other commonly learned second languages
highlights its unique profile.



» Compared to Spanish: Russian’s grammatical complexity and Cyrillic
script present steeper initial barriers, though Russian verb aspects
offer nuanced expression absent in Spanish.

e Compared to Mandarin: Both are considered difficult for English
speakers, but Russian’s alphabetic system contrasts with Mandarin’s
logographic characters. Russian’s inflectional grammar differs
substantially from Mandarin’s tonal and analytic structure.

e Compared to German: German and Russian share case systems, but Russian’s
six cases and verb aspects are more extensive. Moreover, Russian
phonetics and vocabulary often pose greater challenges.

These comparisons assist learners in setting realistic expectations and
preparing tailored study plans.

Emerging Trends in Russian Language Education

Globalization and digitalization are redefining how Russian as a second
language is taught and learned.

Online and Hybrid Learning Models

The COVID-19 pandemic accelerated the adoption of online and hybrid learning
platforms. Russian language courses now frequently incorporate synchronous
virtual classrooms and asynchronous modules, increasing accessibility and
flexibility for distant learners.

Focus on Cultural Competency

Modern curricula emphasize not only linguistic skills but also intercultural
competence. Understanding Russian history, social norms, and contemporary
issues fosters deeper engagement and practical communication skills.

Use of Artificial Intelligence

AI-powered language tutors and chatbots provide personalized feedback and
practice opportunities. These technologies can analyze pronunciation, grammar
usage, and even simulate conversation, making learning more interactive and
responsive.



Socio-Cultural Impact of Russian as a Second
Language

Learning Russian extends beyond linguistic proficiency; it facilitates
cultural bridges and intellectual enrichment. For many learners, acquiring
Russian opens doors to classical literature from Tolstoy and Dostoevsky,
contemporary political discourse, and rich folk traditions.

Moreover, Russian language skills can enhance career prospects in diplomacy,
international business, technology, and academia. In countries with
significant Russian-speaking minorities, bilingualism fosters social cohesion
and economic integration.

As the global landscape evolves, the role of Russian as a second language

remains dynamic, reflecting both historical legacies and future
possibilities.

Russian As A Second Language

russian as a second language: Readings in the Sociology of Jewish Languages Joshua A.
Fishman, 2023-08-28

russian as a second language: The Routledge Handbook of Second Language
Acquisition Susan M. Gass, Alison Mackey, 2013-06-17 This handbook brings together 50 leading
international figures in the field to produce a state-of-the-art overview of second language
acquisition.

russian as a second language: The Handbook of Bilingual and Multilingual Education
Wayne E. Wright, Sovicheth Boun, Ofelia Garcia, 2015-04-09 The Handbook of Bilingual and
Multilingual Education presents the first comprehensive international reference work of the latest
policies, practices, and theories related to the dynamic interdisciplinary field of bilingual and
multilingual education. Represents the first comprehensive reference work that covers bilingual,
multilingual, and multicultural educational policies and practices around the world Features
contributions from 78 established and emerging international scholars Offers extensive coverage in
sixteen chapters of language and education issues in specific and diverse regional/geographic
contexts, including South Africa, Mexico, Latvia, Cambodia, Japan, and Texas Covers pedagogical
issues such as language assessment as well as offering evolving perspectives on the needs of specific
learner populations, such as ELLs, learners with language impairments, and bilingual education
outside of the classroom

russian as a second language: The Russian Second Generation in Tallinn and
Kohtla-Jarve Raivo Vetik, Jelena Helemae, 2011 Second-generation Russians face two major
integration challenges in the Estonian cities of Tallinn and Kohtla-J©brve. They are segregated from
an Estonian language society whose historical background lies in the policies and social processes of
the former Soviet Union. And, compared to their peers, they face an emerging disparity in social and
economic opportunities. Such inequality comes largely as the result of newly formed,
post-independence institutions, which incite protest among young Russians. With a potential to
escalate into large-scale conflict, as exemplified by the Bronze Soldier cr.

russian as a second language: Russian Second-language Textbooks and Identity in the
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Universe of Discourse Olga Mladenova, 2004 This book provides an overview of the changes of the
Second-Language Learning discursive formation and the Identity discursive formation in Russian
history. It proposes an explanatory model in which small-scale linguistic detail is joined with
larger-scale language units in order to illuminate matters of cultural importance in their linguistic
guise.

russian as a second language: Issues in Kartvelian Studies Tamar Makharoblidze, 2022-10-18
Georgia is a part of the Caucasus region, located at the intersection of Eastern Europe and Western
Asia. It is bounded to the west by the Black Sea, to the north and east by Russia, to the south by
Turkey and Armenia, and to the southeast by Azerbaijan. Georgia covers a territory of 69,700 square
kilometres (26,911 sq mi), and its approximate population is about 3.716 million. Georgia is a
motherland of Iberian or Kartvelian languages: Georgian, Svan, Megrelian and Laz, a language
family native to the South Caucasus. This diverse collection is devoted to a wide range of linguistic
works, such as descriptive studies of the Kartvelian languages and Georgian sign language, along
with some theoretical contributions, dialectology, lexicography, psycholinguistics and computational
linguistics, as well as history, ethnography, religion and educational issues. These articles are not
only the best studies of Kartvelology but also clearly show its contribution to world science.

russian as a second language: Primary Language Impact on Second Language and Literacy
Learning Kristen L. Pratt, Bogum Yoon, 2022-12-19 Primary Language Impact on Second Language
and Literacy Learning: Linguistically Responsive Strategies for Classroom Teachers provides
educators with foundational knowledge on how students’ native languages influence their learning
of English language and literacy. Linguistically diverse students increasingly populate current
classrooms, and it is important for educators to have general linguistic and cross-linguistic
knowledge to provide students with equitable access to the language and content of school. By
discussing English language learners’ (ELLs) primary language norms, positive and negative
transfer, and culturally sustaining resources, this book helps educators understand how to support
ELLs’ use of their primary language as an asset when engaging in English language and literacy
learning experiences.

russian as a second language: Sociolinguistic Perspectives on Soviet National Languages
Isabelle T. Kreindler, 2015-09-25 No detailed description available for Sociolinguistic Perspectives
on Soviet National Languages.

russian as a second language: Second Language Instruction/acquisition Abstracts , 1997

russian as a second language: Task-Based Instruction for Teaching Russian as a Foreign
Language Svetlana V. Nuss, Wendy Whitehead Martelle, 2022-03-09 Task-Based Instruction for
Teaching Russian as a Foreign Language presents the most recent developments in the field of
task-based language teaching (TBLT) and highlights impactful research-based instructional practices
of applying TBLT for the teaching of Russian. This comprehensive volume extends the current
understanding of the nature and role of tasks in course development, authenticity in task design, the
role of the instructor in TBLT, teaching culture through TBLT, the intersection of complex
morphology and explicit grammar instruction with task-based approaches, collaborative interaction
within TBLT, and technology-mediated tasks. This resource focuses on the unique set of factors and
challenges that arise when applying TBLT in the instruction of Russian and other morphologically
rich languages. This edited volume will be of interest to teachers of Russian as well as researchers in
Russian language acquisition, language pedagogy, and Slavic applied linguistics.

russian as a second language: Multilingualism in the Soviet Union E. G. Lewis, 2019-03-18 No
detailed description available for Multilingualism in the Soviet Union.

russian as a second language: Linguistics and Language Behavior Abstracts , 2006-07

russian as a second language: Language in Ethnicity Harald Haarmann, 2012-10-25
CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE SOCIOLOGY OF LANGUAGE brings to students, researchers and
practitioners in all of the social and language-related sciences carefully selected book-length
publications dealing with sociolinguistic theory, methods, findings and applications. It approaches
the study of language in society in its broadest sense, as a truly international and interdisciplinary




field in which various approaches, theoretical and empirical, supplement and complement each
other. The series invites the attention of linguists, language teachers of all interests, sociologists,
political scientists, anthropologists, historians etc. to the development of the sociology of language.

russian as a second language: Content-Based Teaching of Russian as a Foreign Language
Jason Merrill, Olga Makarova, Svetlana V. Nuss, 2025-05-19 Content-Based Teaching of Russian as a
Foreign Language explores how content-based instruction can be applied in the teaching of Russian
as an additional or heritage language. Bringing together the perspectives and experiences of
scholar-practitioners, this edited collection presents diverse contemporary approaches to the
content-based instruction of Russian. Through case studies that detail content-based courses and
their evolution over recent years, the volume offers valuable insights into pedagogical innovation for
developing and modernizing curricula. While grounded in research, the case studies emphasize
practical application, providing models that can be adapted or replicated. Each chapter offers
lessons learned to help educators tailor these courses to various settings. The chapters span all
proficiency levels, from beginner to advanced, and they engage with a wide range of content. The
book will appeal to instructors of Russian in the fields of Russian studies and Slavonic studies, as
well as anyone interested in Russian language pedagogy, foreign language acquisition, or curriculum
development.

russian as a second language: Ethnicity, Nationalism and Conflict in and After the Soviet
Union Valery Tishkov, 1997 Valery Tishkov is a well-known Russian historian and anthropologist,
and former Minister of Nationalities in Yeltsin's government. This book draws on his inside
knowledge of major events and extensive primary research. Tishkov argues that ethnicity has a
multifaceted role: it is the most accessible basis for political mobilization; a means of controlling
power and resources in a transforming society; and therapy for the great trauma suffered by
individuals and groups under previous regimes. This complexity helps explain the contradictory
nature and outcomes of public ethnic policies based on a doctrine of ethno-nationalism.

russian as a second language: Research in Education, 1973-12

russian as a second language: Resources in Education , 1998-07

russian as a second language: Handbook of Heritage, Community, and Native American
Languages in the United States Terrence G. Wiley, Joy Kreeft Peyton, Donna Christian, Sarah
Catherine K. Moore, Na Liu, 2014-01-03 Co-published by the Center for Applied Linguistics Timely
and comprehensive, this state-of-the-art overview of major issues related to heritage, community,
and Native American languages in the United States, based on the work of noted authorities, draws
from a variety of perspectives—the speakers; use of the languages in the home, community, and
wider society; patterns of acquisition, retention, loss, and revitalization of the languages; and
specific education efforts devoted to developing stronger connections with and proficiency in them.
Contributions on language use, programs and instruction, and policy focus on issues that are
applicable to many heritage language contexts. Offering a foundational perspective for serious
students of heritage, community, and Native American languages as they are learned in the
classroom, transmitted across generations in families, and used in communities, the volume provides
background on the history and current status of many languages in the linguistic mosaic of U.S.
society and stresses the importance of drawing on these languages as societal, community, and
individual resources, while also noting their strategic importance within the context of globalization.

russian as a second language: The Handbook of Advanced Proficiency in Second Language
Acquisition Paul A. Malovrh, Alessandro G. Benati, 2020-10-13 A comprehensive, current review of
the research and approaches to advanced proficiency in second language acquisition The Handbook
of Advanced Proficiency in Second Language Acquisition offers an overview of the most recent and
scientific-based research concerning higher proficiency in second language acquisition (SLA). With
contributions from an international team of experts in the field, the Handbook presents several
theoretical approaches to SLA and offers an examination of advanced proficiency from the viewpoint
of various contexts and dimensions of second language performance. The authors also review
linguistic phenomena among advanced learners through the lens of phonology and grammar



development. Comprehensive in scope, this book provides an overview of advanced proficiency
grounded in socially-relevant domains of second language acquisition including discourse, reading,
genre-based writing, and pragmatic competence. The authoritative volume brings together the
theoretical accounts of advanced language use combined with solid empirical research. Includes
contributions from an international collection of noted scholars in the field of second language
acquisition Offers a variety of theoretical approaches to SLA Contains information on the most
recent empirical research that contributes to an understanding of SLA Describes performance
phenomena according to multiple approaches to SLA Written for scholars, students and linguists,
The Handbook of Advanced Proficiency in Second Language Acquisition is a comprehensive text that
offers the most recent developments in the study of advanced proficiency in the acquisition of a
second language.

russian as a second language: International Encyclopedia of Linguistics William Frawley,
2003-05 The International Encyclopedia of Linguistics, 2nd Edition encompasses the full range of
the contemporary field of linguistics, including historical, comparative, formal, mathematical,
functional, and philosophical linguistics with special attention given to interrelations within
branches of linguistics and to relations of linguistics with other disciplines. Areas of intersection
with the social and behavioral sciences--ethnolinguistics, sociolinguistics, psycholinguistics, and
behavioral linguistics--receive major coverage, along with interdisciplinary work in language and
literature, mathematical linguistics, computational linguistics, and applied linguistics.Longer entries
in the International Encyclopedia of Linguistics, ranging up to four thousand words, survey the
major fields of study--for example, anthropological linguistics, history of linguistics, semantics, and
phonetics. Shorter entries treat specific topics within these fields, such as code switching, sound
symbolism, and syntactic features. Other short entries define and discuss technical terms used
within the various subfields or provide sketches of the careers of important scholars in the history of
linguistics, such as Leonard Bloomfield, Roman Jakobson, and Edward Sapir.A major portion of the
work is its extensive coverage of languages and language families. From those as familiar as English,
Japanese, and the Romance languages to Hittite, Yoruba, and Nahuatl, all corners of the world
receive treatment. Languages that are the subject of independent entries are analyzed in terms of
their phonology, grammatical features, syntax, and writing systems. Lists attached to each article on
a language group or family enumerate all languages, extinct or still spoken, within that group and
provide detailed information on the number of known speakers, geographical range, and degree of
intelligibility with other languages in the group. In this way, virtually every known language receives
coverage.For ease of reference and to aid research, the articles are alphabetically arranged, each
signed by the contributor, supported by up-to-date bibliographies, line drawings, maps, tables, and
diagrams, and readily accessible via a system of cross-references and a detailed index and synoptic
outline. Authoritative, comprehensive, and innovative, the 2nd edition of the International
Encyclopedia of Linguistics will be an indispensable addition to personal, public, academic, and
research libraries and will introduce a new generation of readers to the complexities and concerns
of this field of study.
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