POLITICAL SIGNS ON PUBLIC PROPERTY IN VIRGINIA

PoLITICAL SIGNS oN PusLIC PROPERTY IN VIRGINIA: WHAT You NEed To KNow

POLITICAL SIGNS ON PUBLIC PROPERTY IN VIRGINIA OFTEN BECOME A HOT TOPIC DURING ELECTION SEASONS. W/HETHER IT'S A
LOCAL SCHOOL BOARD RACE OR A STATEWIDE ELECTION, THESE SIGNS POP UP ALONG ROADSIDES, PARKS, AND OTHER PUBLIC
SPACES, SPARKING CONVERSATIONS ABOUT FREE SPEECH, COMMUNITY STANDARDS, AND LEGAL BOUNDARIES. For CANDIDATES,
ACTIVISTS, AND VOTERS ALIKE, UNDERSTANDING THE RULES AND REGULATIONS AROUND POLITICAL SIGNAGE IN VIRGINIA IS
CRUCIAL TO ENSURING CAMPAIGNS RUN SMOOTHLY AND LAWFULLY.

THE LEGAL LANDSCAPE OF POLITICAL SIGNS IN VIRGINIA

POLITICAL SIGNS IN VIRGINIA ARE SUBJECT TO A MIX OF FEDERAL, STATE, AND LOCAL RULES. W/HILE THE FIRST AMENDMENT
PROTECTS FREE SPEECH, INCLUDING POLITICAL EXPRESSION, THERE ARE IMPORTANT LIMITATIONS WHEN IT COMES TO PLACING
SIGNS ON PUBLIC PROPERTY. PUBLIC PROPERTY INCLUDES GOVERNMENT-OWNED LAND SUCH AS SIDEWALKS, PARKS, MEDIANS, AND
RIGHTS-OF-WAY ALONG HIGHWAYS. THE KEY CHALLENGE IS BALANCING INDIVIDUALS' RIGHTS TO EXPRESS POLITICAL VIEWS
WITH THE GOVERNMENT’S INTEREST IN MAINTAINING PUBLIC SAFETY AND AESTHETICS.

FeDerAL RESTRICTIONS AND THE HIGHWAY BEAUTIFICATION ACT

ONE OF THE MOST SIGNIFICANT FEDERAL LAWS INFLUENCING THE PLACEMENT OF POLITICAL SIGNS ON PUBLIC PROPERTY IN
VIRGINIA IS THE HIGHWAY BEAUTIFICATION ACT oF 1965. THIS LAW RESTRICTS THE PLACEMENT OF SIGNS ALONG INTERSTATE
AND FEDERAL HIGHWAYS, AIMING TO REDUCE VISUAL CLUTTER AND DISTRACTIONS FOR DRIVERS. CONSEQUENTLY, POLITICAL
SIGNS ARE TYPICALLY PROHIBITED ON HIGHWAYS AND WITHIN CERTAIN DISTANCES OF ROADWAYS MAINTAINED BY THE VIRGINIA
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (VDOT).

VIRGINIA’S STATE AND LOCAL REGULATIONS

VIRGINIA ITSELF ENFORCES ADDITIONAL RULES THAT GOVERN POLITICAL SIGNS. THE CODE OF VIRGINIA ALLOWS LOCALITIES TO
REGULATE SIGNAGE TO PREVENT HAZARDS AND PRESERVE COMMUNITY STANDARDS BUT CANNOT OUTRIGHT BAN POLITICAL
SPEECH ON PUBLIC PROPERTY. MOST COUNTIES AND CITIES IN VIRGINIA HAVE ORDINANCES SPECIFYING WHERE POLITICAL SIGNS
CAN BE PLACED, THEIR SIZE, DURATION OF DISPLAY, AND EVEN THE TYPES OF MATERIALS USED.

For EXAMPLE, MANY LOCAL GOVERNMENTS PROHIBIT SIGNS IN MEDIANS OR ON TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES TO AVOID
OBSTRUCTING DRIVERS' VIEWS. OTHERS RESTRICT THE DURATION SIGNS CAN REMAIN ON PUBLIC PROPERTY AFTER AN ELECTION
HAS CONCLUDED. |T’S ALSO COMMON FOR JURISDICTIONS TO REQUIRE REMOVAL OF SIGNS PROMPTLY TO MAINTAIN PUBLIC
SPACES.

CoMMON RESTRICTIONS ON PoLITICAL SIGNS oN PusLIC PROPERTY IN
VIRGINIA

NAVIGATING POLITICAL SIGN REGULATIONS CAN BE TRICKY BECAUSE RULES VARY WIDELY BY LOCALITY. HO\X/EVER, SOME
COMMON RESTRICTIONS APPLY ACROSS MUCH OF VIRGINIA:

® PLACEMENT LIMITATIONS: SIGNS USUALLY CANNOT BE PLACED IN MEDIANS, ON UTILITY POLES, OR WITHIN CERTAIN
DISTANCES FROM INTERSECTIONS AND TRAFFIC SIGNALS.



® SIZE LIMITS: MANY JURISDICTIONS SET MAXIMUM DIMENSIONS FOR POLITICAL SIGNS, OFTEN AROUND 4 FeeT BY 8 FEET,
TO PREVENT VISUAL CLUTTER.

* DURATION CONTROLS: SIGNS MAY ONLY BE DISPLAYED STARTING A CERTAIN NUMBER OF DAYS BEFORE AN ELECTION AND
MUST BE REMOVED WITHIN A SET TIMEFRAME AFTERWARD, TYPICALLY WITHIN 10 pAYs.

* PROHIBITION ON DAMAGE: SIGNS CANNOT BE ATTACHED TO PUBLIC TREES, HISTORIC MARKERS, OR OTHER PROTECTED
STRUCTURES.

® PERMIT REQUIREMENTS: SOME LOCALITIES REQUIRE PERMITS OR REGISTRATION FOR POLITICAL SIGNS ON PUBLIC
PROPERTY, ALTHOUGH THIS IS LESS COMMON DUE TO FREE SPEECH PROTECTIONS.

ENFORCEMENT AND PENALTIES

VIOLATING RULES ABOUT POLITICAL SIGNS ON PUBLIC PROPERTY IN VIRGINIA CAN LEAD TO FINES OR REMOVAL OF THE SIGNS BY
LOCAL AUTHORITIES. ENFORCEMENT TYPICALLY RAMPS UP AFTER AN ELECTION WHEN JURISDICTIONS CONDUCT “CLEAN-UP”
EFFORTS TO CLEAR ABANDONED OR ILLEGAL SIGNS. W/HILE PENALTIES VARY, IT’S ALWAYS BEST FOR CANDIDATES AND
CAMPAIGN STAFF TO FAMILIARIZE THEMSELVES WITH LOCAL ORDINANCES TO AVOID UNNECESSARY ISSUES.

BesT PrACTICES FOR CAMPAIGNERS USING PoLITICAL SIGNS IN VIRGINIA

IF YOU’RE INVOLVED IN A POLITICAL CAMPAIGN OR GRASSROOTS EFFORT IN \/IRGINIA, UNDERSTANDING HOW TO LEGALLY USE
SIGNS ON PUBLIC PROPERTY WILL SAVE TIME, MONEY, AND HEADACHES. HERE ARE SOME PRACTICAL TIPS:

o CHECK LOCAL ORDINANCES EARLY: BEFORE PLACING ANY SIGNS, CONTACT THE CITY OR COUNTY GOVERNMENT OR VISIT
THEIR WEBSITE TO REVIEW SPECIFIC RULES.

* AVOID PROHIBITED AREAS: STEER CLEAR OF MEDIANS, UTILITY POLES, AND STATE HIGHWAYS WHERE SIGNS ARE OFTEN
BANNED.

® RESPECT SIZE AND TIMING LIMITS: ADHERE TO SIZE RESTRICTIONS AND REMOVE SIGNS PROMPTLY AFTER THE ELECTION TO
COMPLY WITH LOCAL LAWS.

¢ CONSIDER PRIVATE PROPERTY ALTERNATIVES: W/ HENEVER POSSIBLE, PLACE SIGNS ON PRIVATE PROPERTY WITH OWNER
PERMISSION TO AVOID LEGAL COMPLICATIONS.

e Use DURABLE, WEATHER-RESISTANT MATERIALS: THIS HELPS MAINTAIN A PROFESSIONAL APPEARANCE THROUGHOUT THE
CAMPAIGN AND REDUCES LITTER CONCERNS.

ENGAGING WITH LOCAL AUTHORITIES

BUILDING A POSITIVE RELATIONSHIP WITH LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICES CAN BE A GAME-CHANGER. SOME LOCALITIES OFFER
GUIDANCE OR EVEN DESIGNATED SPOTS FOR POLITICAL SIGNS ON PUBLIC PROPERTY, EASING COMPLIANCE AND BOOSTING
VISIBILITY. CAMPAIGNS THAT PROACTIVELY COMMUNICATE WITH AUTHORITIES DEMONSTRATE RESPECT FOR COMMUNITY
STANDARDS, WHICH CAN ENHANCE THEIR PUBLIC IMAGE.



PusLIC PROPERTY VS. PRIVATE PROPERTY: UUNDERSTANDING THE DIFFERENCE

ONE OF THE MOST CONFUSING ASPECTS OF POLITICAL SIGNAGE IN VIRGINIA IS DISTINGUISHING BETWEEN PUBLIC AND PRIVATE
PROPERTY. PUBLIC PROPERTY INCLUDES PARKS, SIDEWALKS, GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS, AND ROAD RIGHTS-OF-WAY, ALL MANAGED
BY VARIOUS GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES. PRIVATE PROPERTY, ON THE OTHER HAND, IS OWNED BY INDIVIDUALS OR BUSINESSES AND
TYPICALLY REQUIRES THE OWNER’S PERMISSION FOR PLACING SIGNS.

UNDERSTANDING THIS DISTINCTION IS CRUCIAL BECAUSE POLITICAL SIGNS ON PRIVATE PROPERTY ARE GENERALLY SUBJECT TO
FEWER RESTRICTIONS. W/HILE LOCAL ZONING LAWS MAY REGULATE SIGN SIZE AND PLACEMENT, THE GOVERNMENT CANNOT
PROHIBIT POLITICAL EXPRESSION ON PRIVATE LAND AS READILY AS ON PUBLIC PROPERTY.

WHY PusLIC PROPERTY IS MORE RESTRICTIVE

PUBLIC PROPERTY IS MANAGED FOR THE COLLECTIVE BENEFIT OF THE COMMUNITY. OFFICIALS MUST BALANCE FREE SPEECH RIGHTS
WITH SAFETY CONCERNS, TRAFFIC VISIBILITY, AND AESTHETIC CONSIDERATIONS. For EXAMPLE, A POLITICAL SIGN OBSCURING A
STOP SIGN OR DISTRACTING DRIVERS COULD LEAD TO ACCIDENTS, JUSTIFYING RESTRICTIONS.

MOREOVER, THE GOVERNMENT HAS A RESPONSIBILITY TO PREVENT CLUTTER AND MAINTAIN CLEAN PUBLIC SPACES, WHICH
EXPLAINS WHY MANY LOCALITIES HAVE ORDINANCES LIMITING THE NUMBER AND DURATION OF POLITICAL SIGNS ON PUBLIC LAND.

THE RoLE oF PoLITICAL SIGNS IN VIRGINIA’S DEMOCRACY

DESPITE THE REGULATIONS, POLITICAL SIGNS REMAIN A VITAL FORM OF GRASSROOTS COMMUNICATION IN VIRGINIA’S
DEMOCRATIC PROCESS. THEY HELP CANDIDATES GAIN VISIBILITY, CONVEY MESSAGES QUICKLY, AND ENERGIZE SUPPORTERS.
\W/HEN USED RESPONSIBLY AND LEGALLY, POLITICAL SIGNS ON PUBLIC PROPERTY CAN ENHANCE CIVIC ENGAGEMENT AND
ENCOURAGE VOTER PARTICIPATION.

CAMPAIGNS THAT RESPECT THE RULES SURROUNDING POLITICAL SIGNS DEMONSTRATE PROFESSIONALISM AND A COMMITMENT TO
THE COMMUNITY. ULTIMATELY, THESE PRACTICES CONTRIBUTE TO A FAIR AND ORDERLY ELECTION ENVIRONMENT , BENEFITING
CANDIDATES AND VOTERS ALIKE.

NAVIGATING THE COMPLEX RULES ABOUT POLITICAL SIGNS ON PUBLIC PROPERTY IN VIRGINIA MAY SEEM DAUNTING, BUT WITH
THE RIGHT KNOWLEDGE AND APPROACH, IT’S ENTIRELY MANAGEABLE. WHETHER YOU’RE A CANDIDATE, VOLUNTEER, OR
CONCERNED CITIZEN, UNDERSTANDING THESE RULES HELPS PROTECT FREE SPEECH WHILE MAINTAINING SAFE AND ATTRACTIVE
PUBLIC SPACES. BY FOLLOWING LOCAL GUIDELINES AND PLANNING CAREFULLY, POLITICAL SIGNAGE CAN BE AN EFFECTIVE AND
RESPECTFUL WAY TO PARTICIPATE IN VIRGINIA’S VIBRANT POLITICAL LANDSCAPE.

FREQUENTLY ASKeED QUESTIONS

ARE POLITICAL SIGNS ALLOWED ON PUBLIC PROPERTY IN VIRGINIA?

NO, POLITICAL SIGNS ARE GENERALLY PROHIBITED ON PUBLIC PROPERTY IN VIRGINIA. POSTING SIGNS ON GOVERNMENT-OWNED
LAND TYPICALLY VIOLATES LOCAL ORDINANCES AND STATE LAWS.

CAN | PLACE POLITICAL SIGNS IN PUBLIC PARKS IN VIRGINIA?

PLACING POLITICAL SIGNS IN PUBLIC PARKS IN VIRGINIA IS USUALLY NOT ALLOWED WITHOUT PRIOR PERMISSION FROM THE
MANAGING AUTHORITY, AS THESE AREAS ARE CONSIDERED PUBLIC PROPERTY.



\WHAT ARE THE PENALTIES FOR PUTTING POLITICAL SIGNS ON PUBLIC PROPERTY IN
VIRGINIAP

PENALTIES CAN INCLUDE FINES AND REMOVAL OF THE SIGNS. SPECIFIC CONSEQUENCES VARY BY LOCALITY, BUT UNAUTHORIZED
SIGNS ON PUBLIC PROPERTY ARE OFTEN SUBJECT TO LEGAL ENFORCEMENT.

Do LocAL VIRGINIA ORDINANCES REGULATE POLITICAL SIGNS DIFFERENTLY THAN STATE
LAWS?

YES, LOCAL ORDINANCES MAY HAVE ADDITIONAL REGULATIONS REGARDING POLITICAL SIGNS ON PUBLIC PROPERTY, INCLUDING
SIZE, PLACEMENT, AND DURATION RESTRICTIONS, ALONGSIDE STATE LAWS.

IS THERE A PERMITTED TIMEFRAME FOR DISPLAYING POLITICAL SIGNS ON PUBLIC
PROPERTY IN VIRGINIA?

IN MOST CASES, POLITICAL SIGNS ARE NOT PERMITTED ON PUBLIC PROPERTY AT ANY TIME WITHOUT AUTHORIZATION.
HO\)VEVER, SOME LOCALITIES MAY ALLOW TEMPORARY DISPLAYS DURING ELECTION PERIODS IF APPROVED.

CAN POLITICAL CANDIDATES POST SIGNS ON PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAYS IN VIRGINIA?

POSTING SIGNS ON PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAYS IS GENERALLY PROHIBITED IN VIRGINIA TO ENSURE SAFETY AND VISIBILITY.
CANDIDATES MUST SEEK ALTERNATIVE PRIVATE PROPERTY LOCATIONS FOR THEIR SIGNS.

\¥/HO ENFORCES THE RULES REGARDING POLITICAL SIGNS ON PUBLIC PROPERTY IN
VIRGINIA?

ENFORCEMENT IS TYPICALLY HANDLED BY LOCAL GOVERNMENT AGENCIES, SUCH AS CITY OR COUNTY CODE ENFORCEMENT
DEPARTMENTS, OR VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR SIGNS NEAR ROADWAYS.

ARE THERE ANY EXCEPTIONS FOR POLITICAL SIGNS ON PUBLIC PROPERTY IN VIRGINIA?

EXCEPTIONS MAY EXIST FOR CERTAIN GOVERNMENT-APPROVED EVENTS OR CAMPAIGNS, OR WHEN SIGNS ARE PLACED WITH
EXPLICIT PERMISSION FROM THE RELEVANT PUBLIC AUTHORITY.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

*XNAVIGATING THE COMPLEXITIES OF POLITICAL SIGNS ON PUBLIC PROPERTY IN VIRGINIAK®

POLITICAL SIGNS ON PUBLIC PROPERTY IN VIRGINIA PRESENT A MULTIFACETED ISSUE AT THE INTERSECTION OF FREE SPEECH,
LOCAL GOVERNANCE, AND COMMUNITY AESTHETICS. AS ELECTION SEASONS APPROACH, THE VISIBILITY AND PLACEMENT OF
THESE SIGNS BECOME HOTLY DEBATED TOPICS AMONG RESIDENTS, POLICYMAKERS, AND LEGAL EXPERTS ALIKE. UNDERST ANDING
THE REGULATIONS, IMPLICATIONS, AND CONTROVERSIES SURROUNDING POLITICAL SIGNAGE ON PUBLIC LANDS IN VIRGINIA IS
ESSENTIAL FOR CANDIDATES, ACTIVISTS, AND CITIZENS WHO WISH TO ENGAGE IN THE DEMOCRATIC PROCESS WHILE RESPECTING
PUBLIC SPACES.

LEGAL FRAMEWORK GOVERNING POLITICAL SIGNS ON PUBLIC PROPERTY IN
VIRGINIA

VIRGINIA’S STANCE ON POLITICAL SIGNS INVOLVES A DELICATE BALANCE BETWEEN PROTECTING FIRST AMENDMENT RIGHTS AND
MAINTAINING PUBLIC ORDER. LOCAL GOVERNMENTS ACROSS THE COMMONWEALTH HAVE THE AUTHORITY TO REGULATE THE



PLACEMENT OF POLITICAL SIGNS ON PUBLIC PROPERTY, OFTEN GUIDED BY STATE LAWS AND CONSTITUTIONAL PRINCIPLES.

FEDERAL AND STATE LAW INTERSECTIONS

THe U.S. SuPReME COURT HAS CONSISTENTLY UPHELD THAT POLITICAL SPEECH IS AMONG THE MOST PROTECTED FORMS OF
EXPRESSION UNDER THE FIRST AMENDMENT. HO\X/EVEE, THIS PROTECTION IS NOT ABSOLUTE, ESPECIALLY WHEN IT COMES TO THE
TIME, PLACE, AND MANNER OF SPEECH. VIRGINIA’S STATUTES ALIGN WITH FEDERAL PRECEDENTS BY ALLOWING REASONABLE
RESTRICTIONS ON POLITICAL SIGNS TO PREVENT VISUAL CLUTTER, SAFETY HAZARDS, AND DISRUPTIONS TO PUBLIC USE OF
GOVERNMENT PROPERTY.

FOR EXAMPLE, THE HIGHWAY BEAUTIFICATION ACT AND VARIOUS VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (VDOT)
REGULATIONS PROHIBIT UNAUTHORIZED SIGNS ON CERTAIN PUBLIC RIGHTS-OF-WAY, ESPECIALLY ALONG HIGHWAYS, TO ENSURE
DRIVER SAFETY AND PRESERVE SCENIC VIEWS. THESE REGULATIONS OFTEN REQUIRE POLITICAL SIGNS TO BE REMOVED WITHIN A
SPECIFIED TIMEFRAME AFTER ELECTIONS.

LocAL ORDINANCES AND V ARIATIONS

VIRGINIA’S POLITICAL SIGN LAWS CAN DIFFER MARKEDLY FROM ONE JURISDICTION TO ANOTHER. CITIES AND COUNTIES IN VIRGINIA
TYPICALLY ENACT LOCAL ORDINANCES THAT SPECIFY WHERE POLITICAL SIGNS MAY BE PLACED, SIZE LIMITATIONS, DURATION OF
DISPLAY, AND PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS. URBAN AREAS LIKE ARLINGTON OR RICHMOND OFTEN HAVE STRICTER CONTROLS
COMPARED TO RURAL COUNTIES.

COMMON PROVISIONS INCLUDE:

PROHIBITION OF SIGNS ON PUBLIC SIDEWALKS AND MEDIANS

RESTRICTIONS ON SIGN SIZE, OFTEN LIMITING THEM TO A MAXIMUM OF 6 SQUARE FEET
® MANDATED REMOVAL OF SIGNS WITHIN 10 DAYS POST-ELECTION

® DESIGNATED ZONES WHERE POLITICAL SIGNS ARE PERMITTED, SUCH AS PRIVATE PROPERTY WITH OWNER CONSENT

THESE LOCAL RULES AIM TO STRIKE A BALANCE BETWEEN ENABLING POLITICAL EXPRESSION AND PRESERVING THE PUBLIC
INTEREST.

CHALLENGES AND CONTROVERSIES SURROUNDING POLITICAL SIGNAGE

THE ENFORCEMENT AND INTERPRETATION OF REGULATIONS ON POLITICAL SIGNS OFTEN SPARK DEBATE. ADVOCATES FOR
UNRESTRICTED POLITICAL SPEECH ARGUE THAT OVERLY STRINGENT RULES CAN SUPPRESS DEMOCRATIC ENGAGEMENT, WHILE
OTHERS EMPHASIZE THE NEED TO PROTECT PUBLIC SPACES FROM VISUAL CLUTTER AND POTENTIAL SAFETY RISKS.

FrRee SPEeCH Vvs. PuBLIC ORDER

ONE PRIMARY TENSION LIES IN ENSURING THAT POLITICAL SIGNS SERVE THEIR ROLE AS TOOLS FOR FREE EXPRESSION WITHOUT
INFRINGING ON COMMUNITY STANDARDS OR PUBLIC SAFETY. COURTS HAVE REPEATEDLY HAD TO WEIGH IN WHEN DISPUTES
ARISE——SUCH AS WHEN A MUNICIPALITY’S BAN ON SIGNS IN PUBLIC PARKS WAS CHALLENGED AS UNCONSTITUTIONAL.

IN \/IRGINIA, SEVERAL CASES HAVE TESTED THESE BOUNDARIES, WITH COURTS GENERALLY UPHOLDING REASONABLE TIME, PLACE,



AND MANNER RESTRICTIONS AS LONG AS THEY ARE CONTENT-NEUTRAL AND DO NOT DISCRIMINATE BASED ON POLITICAL
VIEWPOINT.

IMPACT oN LocaL COMMUNITIES

POLITICAL SIGNS ON PUBLIC PROPERTY CAN SIGNIFICANTLY AFFECT THE VISUAL LANDSCAPE OF NEIGHBORHOODS AND PUBLIC
SPACES. EXCESSIVE SIGNAGE CAN DETRACT FROM THE AESTHETIC APPEAL OF PARKS, STREETSCAPES, AND HISTORICAL
LANDMARKS—MANY OF WHICH VIRGINIANS TAKE PRIDE IN PRESERVING.

MOREOVER, IMPROPERLY PLACED SIGNS CAN POSE SAFETY HAZARDS. FOR INSTANCE, SIGNS THAT OBSTRUCT DRIVERS’ VIEWS AT
INTERSECTIONS OR DISTRACT MOTORISTS ALONG BUSY CORRIDORS ARE FREQUENTLY CITED CONCERNS BY TRANSPORTATION
AUTHORITIES.

BesT PRACTICES FOR PoLITICAL SIGNAGE IN VIRGINIA

TO NAVIGATE THE COMPLEX REGULATORY ENVIRONMENT SURROUNDING POLITICAL SIGNS ON PUBLIC PROPERTY IN \/IRGINIA,
CANDIDATES AND CAMPAIGNERS SHOULD CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING GUIDELINES:

1. FAMILIARIZE WITH LOCAL REGULATIONS: BEFORE PLACING ANY POLITICAL SIGN, REVIEW THE SPECIFIC ORDINANCES OF
THE CITY OR COUNTY. THIS INCLUDES SIZE RESTRICTIONS, PERMITTED LOCATIONS, AND TIMELINES FOR REMOVAL.

2. OBTAIN PERMISSIONS W/HEN NECESSARY: \WHILE PUBLIC PROPERTY GENERALLY RESTRICTS SIGN PLACEMENT, PRIVATE
PROPERTY OWNERS’ CONSENT IS REQUIRED FOR SIGNS ON PRIVATE LAND.

3. ResPecT TIME LIMITS: REMOVE SIGNS PROMPTLY AFTER THE ELECTION TO COMPLY WITH LOCAL LAWS AND MAINTAIN
GOODWILL IN THE COMMUNITY.

4. CONSIDER SAFETY AND VISIBILITY: AVOID PLACING SIGNS IN LOCATIONS THAT COULD OBSTRUCT TRAFFIC SIGNALS,
PEDESTRIAN PATHWAYS, OR DRIVER SIGHTLINES.

5. MAINTAIN SIGN QUALITYZ USE DURABLE MATERIALS AND ENSURE SIGNS ARE SECURELY FASTENED TO PREVENT LITTER
AND ENVIRONMENTAL HARM.

ADOPTING THESE PRACTICES NOT ONLY ALIGNS WITH LEGAL REQUIREMENTS BUT ALSO FOSTERS A POSITIVE IMAGE FOR
POLITICAL CAMPAIGNS.

TECHNOLOGICAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS

IN RECENT YEARS, THE RISE OF DIGITAL SIGNAGE AND SOCIAL MEDIA CAMPAIGNING HAS SOMEWHAT REDUCED RELIANCE ON
PHYSICAL POLITICAL SIGNS. HOWEVER, TRADITIONAL SIGNS REMAIN A VISIBLE AND IMPACTFUL METHOD OF VOTER OUTREACH IN
VIRGINIA’S DIVERSE COMMUNITIES.

ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS HAVE ALSO PROMPTED SOME LOCALITIES TO ENCOURAGE BIODEGRADABLE MATERIALS OR LIMIT THE
USE OF PLASTIC STAKES AND METAL FRAMES. THIS TREND REFLECTS A GROWING AW ARENESS OF SUSTAINABILITY IN POLITICAL
CAMPAIGNING.



CoMPARATIVE INSIGHTS: VIRGINIA VS. OTHER STATES

VIRGINIA’S APPROACH TO POLITICAL SIGNS ON PUBLIC PROPERTY SHARES SIMILARITIES WITH OTHER STATES BUT ALSO REVEALS
UNIQUE NUANCES. For EXAMPLE, CALIFORNIA ENFORCES STRICT PROHIBITIONS ON SIGNS WITHIN PUBLIC RIGHTS-OF-WAY, OFTEN
RESULTING IN IMMEDIATE REMOVAL BY AUTHORITIES, WHILE FLORIDA ALLOWS FOR MORE LENIENT PLACEMENT BUT REGULATES
SIZE AND DURATION.

COMPARED TO THESE STATES, VIRGINIA’S SYSTEM IS CHARACTERIZED BY A PATCHWORK OF LOCALIZED ORDINANCES, REFLECTING
THE COMMONWEALTH’S COMMITMENT TO HOME RULE. THIS DECENTRALIZED MODEL ALLOWS COMMUNITIES TO TAILOR RULES
THAT BEST FIT THEIR URBAN OR RURAL CONTEXTS BUT CAN ALSO CREATE CONFUSION FOR STATEWIDE CAMPAIGNS.

THe RoLE oF ELECTION AUTHORITIES

VIRGINIA’S DEPARTMENT OF ELECTIONS AND LOCAL ELECTORAL BOARDS PLAY AN ADVISORY ROLE IN OVERSEEING POLITICAL
SIGNAGE, PARTICULARLY IN ENSURING COMPLIANCE WITH CAMPAIGN FINANCE DISCLOSURES WHEN SIGNS INCLUDE CANDIDATE
INFORMATION. W/HILE DIRECT ENFORCEMENT IS OFTEN DELEGATED TO LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT OR PUBLIC WORKS
DEPARTMENTS, ELECTION AUTHORITIES PROVIDE GUIDELINES AND EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES TO CANDIDATES.

PoLITICAL SIGNS AND THE BROADER DEMOCRATIC PROCESS

POLITICAL SIGNS ON PUBLIC PROPERTY IN VIRGINIA ARE MORE THAN MERE ADVERTISEMENTS, THEY ARE TANGIBLE EXPRESSIONS OF
CIVIC ENGAGEMENT AND POLITICAL DISCOURSE. THEIR PRESENCE IN PUBLIC SPACES CAN STIMULATE POLITICAL AW ARENESS,
ENCOURAGE VOTER TURNOUT, AND REFLECT THE VIBRANCY OF LOCAL DEMOCRACY.

HO\WEVER, MANAGING THESE SIGNS REQUIRES ONGOING DIALOGUE AMONG STAKEHOLDERS—ELECTED OFFICIALS, COMMUNITY
MEMBERS, ADVOCACY GROUPS, AND LEGAL EXPERTS——TO BALANCE FREE EXPRESSION WITH COMMUNITY STANDARDS. As
VIRGINIA CONTINUES TO EVOLVE DEMOGRAPHICALLY AND POLITICALLY, THE CONVERSATION AROUND POLITICAL SIGNAGE
REMAINS A CRITICAL ASPECT OF ITS ELECTORAL LANDSCAPE.

IN THE END, UNDERSTANDING THE NUANCED REGULATIONS AND SOCIAL DYNAMICS RELATED TO POLITICAL SIGNS ON PUBLIC
PROPERTY IN VIRGINIA EQUIPS CAMPAIGNS AND CITIZENS ALIKE TO PARTICIPATE RESPONSIBLY AND EFFECTIVELY IN THE
DEMOCRATIC PROCESS.
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