lucy calkins launching the writing workshop

**Unlocking Creativity: Lucy Calkins Launching the Writing Workshop**

lucy calkins launching the writing workshop has transformed the way teachers and students approach
writing instruction in classrooms across the globe. This innovative framework encourages young
learners to become confident, independent writers by fostering creativity, structure, and a love for
storytelling. Whether you’re an educator looking to implement a new writing curriculum or a parent
curious about modern teaching methods, understanding the essence of Lucy Calkins’s Writing

Workshop can offer valuable insights into nurturing writing skills effectively.

What Is the Lucy Calkins Writing Workshop?

At its core, the Lucy Calkins Writing Workshop is a student-centered approach to teaching writing.
Developed by Lucy Calkins, a renowned educator and author, this method emphasizes writing as a
craft rather than a chore. Instead of focusing solely on grammar drills or the final product, it
encourages students to view writing as a process—a journey of drafting, revising, and sharing stories

and ideas.
The workshop is structured around mini-lessons, independent writing time, conferences between

teachers and students, and opportunities for peer sharing. This blend helps students build confidence

and skill over time, making writing a dynamic and engaging activity.

The Philosophy Behind Lucy Calkins Launching the Writing Workshop

Lucy Calkins launched the writing workshop with the belief that children learn best when they are

actively involved in their own learning process. Her approach is grounded in the idea that writing



should be meaningful and connected to students’ real lives. By prioritizing authentic writing
experiences, the workshop encourages learners to express their thoughts, emotions, and imaginations,

making writing an enjoyable and purposeful endeavor.

Moreover, Calkins advocates for a balance between teaching the mechanics of writing and allowing
creative freedom. This dual focus helps students develop both technical skills and a genuine passion

for storytelling.

Key Components of the Writing Workshop

Understanding the essential elements of the workshop can help educators implement it successfully.

Here are the primary components that make Lucy Calkins’s Writing Workshop effective:

1. Mini-Lessons

Each session typically begins with a brief, focused mini-lesson. These lessons introduce specific
writing skills, strategies, or concepts—such as how to develop a strong lead, use descriptive language,
or organize ideas logically. The concise nature of mini-lessons keeps students engaged without

overwhelming them.

2. Independent Writing Time

After the mini-lesson, students spend most of the workshop writing independently. This dedicated time
allows learners to apply new skills, work on personal projects, and explore various writing genres like

narratives, informational texts, and opinion pieces.



3. Teacher-Student Conferences

Conferences are a cornerstone of the workshop format. During these one-on-one interactions, teachers
provide personalized feedback, set goals, and help students overcome specific challenges. This

targeted support fosters growth and nurtures a positive teacher-student relationship.

4. Sharing and Reflection

At the end of the workshop, students often share their work with peers. This sharing builds a
community of writers, encourages constructive feedback, and reinforces the value of each student’s

voice.

Benefits of Implementing Lucy Calkins Writing Workshop in

Classrooms

When Lucy Calkins launched the writing workshop, it was designed to address common frustrations in
writing instruction, such as lack of student engagement and rigid, one-size-fits-all approaches. Its

benefits have been widely documented:
e Enhanced Student Engagement: Students feel more motivated when writing topics are relevant
and when they have choice and control over their work.

e Improved Writing Skills: The gradual release of responsibility helps students develop

competence in drafting, revising, and editing.

* Development of Voice and Style: By encouraging authentic expression, writers develop a unique



voice and confidence.

¢ Teacher Flexibility: The workshop model allows teachers to tailor instruction based on individual

student needs, making differentiation easier.

 Collaborative Learning Environment: Peer feedback and sharing cultivate a classroom culture of

respect and mutual growth.

How to Successfully Launch the Writing Workshop in Your

Classroom

If you’re inspired by Lucy Calkins launching the writing workshop and want to bring this approach to

life, here are practical tips to get started:

Start Small and Build Gradually

Begin with short mini-lessons focusing on one writing skill at a time. Introduce the workshop structure

step-by-step so students become comfortable with the routine.

Create a Writing-Friendly Environment

Set up a space that invites creativity—fill it with writing tools, anchor charts, and examples of mentor

texts. Encourage a supportive atmosphere where mistakes are viewed as learning opportunities.



Model Writing Regularly

Demonstrate the writing process by thinking aloud, sharing your own drafts, and showing how to

revise. Modeling demystifies writing and helps students see it as an iterative process.

Use Mentor Texts

Incorporate diverse examples of good writing to inspire students. Mentor texts can highlight various

genres, styles, and techniques, providing concrete references for learners.

Prioritize Feedback and Conferencing

Make time for individual conferences to guide students based on their unique needs. Offer specific,

positive, and actionable feedback that encourages growth.

Addressing Challenges in the Writing Workshop

While the workshop model is effective, it does come with challenges, especially for teachers new to
the method. Time management can be tricky, as balancing mini-lessons, writing time, and conferences
requires careful planning. Additionally, some students may initially resist the open-ended nature of the

workshop or struggle with self-directed writing.

To overcome these hurdles, consistency is key. Establish clear expectations, provide scaffolds like
graphic organizers, and gradually increase student independence. Collaboration with colleagues can

also provide fresh ideas and support.



The Lasting Impact of Lucy Calkins Launching the Writing

Workshop

Since its inception, Lucy Calkins’s Writing Workshop has influenced countless educators and shaped
modern writing pedagogy. Its focus on process over product, student choice, and community-building

has made writing accessible and enjoyable for generations of learners.

More than just a curriculum, the workshop embodies a philosophy that values each student’s voice
and potential. As classrooms evolve with new technologies and diverse learners, the principles behind
Lucy Calkins launching the writing workshop remain timeless, continually inspiring educators to

cultivate confident, creative writers.

Whether you’re just beginning to explore the workshop model or looking to deepen your practice,
embracing this approach can open doors to richer writing experiences and lifelong skills for your

students.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Lucy Calkins' Writing Workshop approach?

Lucy Calkins' Writing Workshop is an instructional approach that emphasizes student choice, authentic
writing experiences, and a supportive classroom community to develop young writers' skills through

mini-lessons, independent writing time, and sharing.

How does the Launching the Writing Workshop phase work?

The Launching phase introduces students to the routines, expectations, and mindset of the Writing
Workshop, including mini-lessons on writing habits, setting up writing notebooks, and fostering a

writer's identity.



Why is the launching phase important in Lucy Calkins' Writing

Workshop?

The launching phase is crucial because it establishes a strong foundation for students by creating a
safe, structured environment where they understand the writing process, feel motivated, and develop

confidence as writers.

What are some key components of a mini-lesson during the launching
phase?

Mini-lessons during the launching phase focus on topics like understanding the writing notebook,
brainstorming ideas, writing stamina, the writing process, and the importance of revision and sharing

work.

How long does the launching period typically last in Lucy Calkins’

Writing Workshop?

The launching period usually lasts about two to three weeks, depending on students' needs, to ensure

they are comfortable with routines and have a clear understanding of expectations.

How can teachers support students in the launching phase?

Teachers can support students by modeling writing behaviors, providing clear instructions, encouraging
risk-taking, fostering a growth mindset, and creating a community where students feel safe to share

and explore their writing.

What role do student choices play in the Writing Workshop launched
by Lucy Calkins?

Student choice is central; during the launching phase, students learn to select topics meaningful to

them, which increases engagement and ownership of their writing.



How does Lucy Calkins suggest handling students who struggle during
the launching phase?

Lucy Calkins recommends providing additional support through one-on-one conferences, flexible
grouping, differentiated mini-lessons, and encouragement to help struggling students build confidence

and skills.

Are there specific materials recommended for launching the Writing

Workshop?

Yes, materials often include writer's notebooks, anchor charts, mentor texts, writing tools, and a

comfortable, organized writing space to create an inviting environment for writers.

Additional Resources

Lucy Calkins Launching the Writing Workshop: Revolutionizing Writing Instruction in Classrooms

lucy calkins launching the writing workshop has marked a significant shift in how educators approach
teaching writing across elementary and middle school classrooms. As an influential figure in literacy
education, Lucy Calkins and her team at the Teachers College Reading and Writing Project have
developed a framework that emphasizes student-centered learning, iterative writing processes, and

authentic engagement with texts. This educational model is widely adopted, yet it invites both praise

and criticism, reflecting the complexity of implementing innovative pedagogies at scale.

The Origins and Philosophy Behind Lucy Calkins’ Writing

Workshop

The writing workshop model championed by Lucy Calkins emerged from her extensive research and



practical work in literacy development. It is grounded in the belief that writing is a craft that improves
through practice, feedback, and reflection, rather than rote instruction alone. Central to the workshop is
the idea that students need time and space to write about topics that matter to them, fostering

ownership and intrinsic motivation.

Calkins’ approach diverges from traditional writing instruction, which often relies heavily on formulaic
assignments and prescriptive grammar lessons. Instead, the workshop encourages a cyclical process:
students brainstorm, draft, revise, edit, and publish their work while receiving ongoing guidance from
teachers and peers. This iterative method aligns with contemporary theories in cognitive development

and literacy acquisition, promoting deeper learning and skill retention.

Core Components of the Writing Workshop

The writing workshop is structured around several key elements that create a dynamic and supportive

learning environment:

* Mini-lessons: Brief, targeted instruction on specific writing skills or strategies, lasting

approximately 10-15 minutes.

¢ Independent Writing Time: Students engage in sustained writing practice, applying concepts from

mini-lessons to their own work.

¢ Conferencing: One-on-one or small group sessions where teachers provide personalized

feedback and coaching.

» Sharing and Reflection: Opportunities for students to share their writing with peers, fostering

community and critical dialogue.



This format encourages flexibility and responsiveness, enabling teachers to tailor support based on

individual student needs while maintaining a consistent routine.

Impact and Reach of Lucy Calkins Launching the Writing

Workshop

Since its inception, the writing workshop model has been widely embraced by schools across the
United States and internationally, often integrated into comprehensive literacy curriculums. The
model’s adaptability is one of its strongest attributes, allowing it to be implemented in diverse

educational settings—from urban public schools to private academies.

Data from various school districts implementing the workshop approach indicate improvements in
student engagement and writing proficiency, particularly in developing narrative and opinion writing
skills among younger learners. For example, a 2018 study by the Teachers College Reading and
Writing Project highlighted that students participating in the workshop showed notable gains in fluency

and idea development compared to peers receiving traditional instruction.

However, the widespread adoption also brings challenges. Teachers report that successful
implementation requires extensive professional development, ongoing support, and sufficient
instructional time—all factors that can strain resources. Additionally, some critiques point out that the
model’s emphasis on student choice and voice may underprepare students for standardized testing

environments that prioritize formulaic writing.

Comparisons with Traditional Writing Instruction

Analyzing Lucy Calkins launching the writing workshop against more conventional methods reveals

distinct philosophical and practical differences:



Student Agency: The workshop prioritizes student choice in topics and writing style, whereas

traditional instruction often follows rigid prompts.

Process vs. Product: Calkins’ model emphasizes the writing process as central, while traditional

methods may focus more heavily on final drafts and correctness.

Teacher’s Role: Workshop teachers act as facilitators and coaches, contrasting with the

authoritative instructor role in lecture-based classrooms.

Assessment: Formative, ongoing assessments are integral to the workshop, differing from

summative evaluations dominant in traditional settings.

These distinctions highlight how Lucy Calkins launching the writing workshop contributes to

progressive education trends that value creativity, critical thinking, and personalized learning.

Professional Development and Resources Supporting the

Writing Workshop

A critical factor in the success of the writing workshop model is the extensive professional
development offered by the Teachers College Reading and Writing Project. Workshops, webinars, and
coaching sessions equip educators with strategies to effectively implement the model, troubleshoot

common challenges, and adapt lessons to diverse student populations.
The curriculum itself is supported by a wealth of resources, including detailed lesson plans, anchor
charts, student exemplars, and assessment tools. This comprehensive package allows teachers to

scaffold instruction while maintaining fidelity to the workshop’s core principles.

Moreover, digital platforms have expanded access to these materials, enabling remote collaboration



and ongoing learning communities among educators. This networked support system is essential,

given the model’s reliance on teacher expertise and reflective practice.

Pros and Cons of Implementing Lucy Calkins’ Workshop Model

While the benefits of Lucy Calkins launching the writing workshop are well-documented, it is important

to consider potential drawbacks:

¢ Pros:

o

Enhances student motivation through choice and voice.

[¢]

Develops critical thinking and revision skills.

[¢]

Supports differentiated instruction tailored to individual learners.

o

Fosters a collaborative classroom culture.

e Cons:

[¢]

Requires significant teacher training and time investment.

o

May be challenging to align with standardized testing demands.

[¢]

Some students may struggle with self-directed writing tasks.

[¢]

Resource-intensive, potentially limiting accessibility in underfunded schools.



Educators considering the workshop must weigh these factors carefully to determine how best to

integrate it within their existing frameworks.

Future Directions and Evolving Practices

As literacy education continues to evolve, so too does the writing workshop model. Lucy Calkins and
her team have expanded the framework to include digital writing, multimodal compositions, and
culturally responsive pedagogy. These updates reflect an understanding of the changing literacy

landscape and the diverse needs of 21st-century learners.

Additionally, ongoing research and feedback loops from classroom implementations contribute to
refining instructional strategies, ensuring that the workshop remains relevant and effective. Innovations
such as integrating technology for real-time conferencing and peer review are becoming more

common, supporting differentiated and personalized learning trajectories.

In the broader context, Lucy Calkins launching the writing workshop serves as a case study in how
educational reforms can spread through research-based advocacy, collaborative professional
development, and adaptable curriculum design. Its widespread influence underscores the importance

of balancing theory with practical application in education.

The writing workshop continues to inspire educators to reimagine how writing is taught, moving beyond

traditional constraints and toward more engaging, empowering learning experiences.

Lucy Calkins Launching The Writing Workshop

lucy calkins launching the writing workshop: Launch a Primary Writing Workshop Lucy


https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-146/lucy-calkins-launching-the-writing-workshop.pdf

Calkins, 2010-10-08 If the writing workshop is always changing, always haphazard, children remain
pawns waiting for their teacher's agenda. For this reason and others, I think it is so important for
each day's workshop to have a clear, simple structure. Children should know what to expect. This
allows them to carry on; it frees the teacher from choreographing activities and allows time for
listening. How we structure the workshop is less important than that we structure it. -Lucy Calkins
Learn how to take your students from pictorial story telling into fluent writing and how Lucy Calkins
and her colleagues launch a rigorous and responsive primary writing workshop. Through 2
foundational books-The Nuts and Bolts of Teaching Writing and Launching the Writing
Workshop-and eight online video clips, Lucy and her colleagues provide the strategies, lesson plans,
and tools you'll need to jump in and teach writing to your students in powerful, lasting ways. The
Nuts and Bolts of Teaching Writing equips you to teach a productive, well-managed writing
workshop, introduces you to the methods that underlie all writing instruction, and helps you plan a
yearlong curriculum in the teaching of writing. In addition to guiding you through the classroom
systems and teaching structures that are the foundation of a primary writing workshop, this
comprehensive overview also includes chapters about working within developmental stages of
writing, supporting English language learners, and assessing writers. Whether you have taught in a
writing workshop for years or are just learning the term, Launching the Writing Workshop will offer
you a comprehensive plan for the first four weeks of a primary writing workshop. Lucy and Leah
Mermelstein present both the precise language and pacing of their teaching and the reasoning
behind it, so that you can create the same powerful experiences with your own children. Whether
writers write just a few labels on items in their pictures or write paragraphs, by the end of this unit
all children know that in order to write, a writer fills him or herself with an idea, plans how the text
will go, and then draws and writes as best he and she can, working to make the page match the
writer's vision. The eight accompanying video clips convey the inner workings of writing workshops
in a variety of primary classrooms. These live-from-the-classroom video clips are supported and
enhanced by an optional voice-over coaching commentary from Lucy that explains the teaching
moves and strategies. (Video clips are free for 6 months upon registration. You must register within
6 months of purchase.) Learn more about these resources and the series at www.unitsofstudy.com.
This pack is part of firsthand's Getting Started series. Bridging the gap between educational theory
and practice, firsthand classroom materials model the carefully crafted techniques and language of
master teachers in ways that help teachers refine their practice and reinvent their own teaching.
The most comprehensive of these resources span more than a year of instruction. Firsthand's
Getting Started Packs were created for teachers in training and professional book study groups who
want a compact, affordable way to study and tryout these transformative classroom materials. Each
Getting Started Pack includes an overview book, a complete unit of study, online video clips
provided free of charge for 6 months, and an accompanying study guide. Getting Started packs
include: Launch a Primary Writing Workshop, Grades K-2; Launch an Intermediate Writing
Workshop, Grades 3-5; Launch an Intermediate Reading Workshop, Grades 3-5; Introduce the
Qualities of Writing, Grades 3-6; Monitor Comprehension with Primary Students, Grades K-2;
Monitor Comprehension with Intermediate Students, Grades 3-6; Investigate the Number System,
Grades K-3; Investigate Multiplication, Grades 3-5; Investigate Fractions, Grades 4-6.

lucy calkins launching the writing workshop: Launch an Intermediate Writing Workshop
Lucy Calkins, 2010-10-12 If the writing workshop is always changing, always haphazard, children
remain pawns waiting for their teacher's agenda. For this reason and others, I think it is so
important for each day's workshop to have a clear, simple structure. Children should know what to
expect. This allows them to carry on; it frees the teacher from choreographing activities and allows
time for listening. How we structure the workshop is less important than that we structure it. Lucy
Calkins Learn how to teach narrative and expository writing with increasing power and intimacy and
how Lucy Calkins and her colleagues launch a rigorous and responsive intermediate writing
workshop. Through 2 foundational books-A Guide to the Writing Workshop and Launching the
Writing Workshop-and eight online video clips, Lucy and her colleagues provide the strategies,



lesson plans, and tools you'll need to lead strong, efficient writing workshops in upper-elementary
classrooms. A Guide to the Writing Workshop equips you to teach a productive, well-managed
writing workshop, introduces you to the methods that underlie all writing instruction, and helps you
plan a yearlong curriculum in the teaching of writing. After chronicling the guiding principles that
shape a writing workshop, Lucy details the developmental stages of upper-elementary writers.
Ensuing chapters describe the architecture of minilessons, conferences, and small-group strategy
sessions and explain how the predictability of these frameworks fosters independence and
self-direction. In addition to describing the management systems that make writing workshops
possible, select chapters consider various ways to tailor instruction and address the demands of the
contemporary classroom. In Launching the Writing Workshop Lucy helps you launch both your
writing workshop and your yearlong writing curriculum. While initiating students into the structures
and rituals of the writing workshop, this unit also reviews and teaches the essentials of
writing-collecting, drafting, revising, editing, and publishing. In addition to introducing practical
strategies for finding topics and generating writing, children practice the strategy of making movies
in their minds and writing so readers can picture exactly what is happening. Students also learn the
value of focusing on small moments in such detail that readers feel they are experiencing the event.
Through the eight accompanying video clips Lucy and her colleagues open the doors of their
classrooms and invite you to eavesdrop on their elementary writing workshops. These
live-from-the-classroom video clips are supported and enhanced by an optional voice-over coaching
commentary from Lucy that explains the teaching moves and strategies. (Video clips are free for 6
months upon registration. You must register within 6 months of purchase.) Learn more about these
resources and the series at www.unitsofstudy.com This pack is part of firsthand's Getting Started
series. Bridging the gap between educational theory and practice, firsthand classroom materials
model the carefully crafted techniques and language of master teachers in ways that help teachers
refine their practice and reinvent their own teaching. The most comprehensive of these resources
span more than a year of instruction. Firsthand's Getting Started Packs were created for teachers in
training and professional book study groups who want a compact, affordable way to study and tryout
these transformative classroom materials.Each Getting Started Pack includes an overview book, a
complete unit of study, online video clips provided free of charge for 6 months, and an
accompanying study guide. Getting Started packs include: Launch a Primary Writing Workshop,
Grades K-2; Launch an Intermediate Writing Workshop, Grades 3-5; Launch an Intermediate
Reading Workshop, Grades 3-5; Introduce the Qualities of Writing, Grades 3-6; Monitor
Comprehension with Primary Students, Grades K-2; Monitor Comprehension with Intermediate
Students, Grades 3-6; Investigate the Number System, Grades K-3; Investigate Multiplication,
Grades 3-5; Investigate Fractions, Grades 4-6.

lucy calkins launching the writing workshop: Launching the Writing Workshop Lucy
Calkins, Leah Mermelstein, 2003 Part of a series of units which make up a year-long curriculum
about primary writing.

lucy calkins launching the writing workshop: Launching the Writing Workshop Lucy
Calkins, Amanda Hartman, 2013

lucy calkins launching the writing workshop: Units of Study for Teaching Writing Lucy
Calkins, 2006 A resource as part of the units of study for teaching writing grades 3-5.

lucy calkins launching the writing workshop: The Write Thing: Kwame Alexander Engages
Students in Writing Workshop (And You Can Too!) Forward by Kylene Beers, 2019-12-10 Imagine
having a Newbery Medal-winning author in your classroom as an advisor and a friend, providing
personal and practical advice on how to teach writing workshop in the modern-day classroom. With
The Write Thing, you can do just that! Kwame Alexander is the New York Times-bestselling author of
The Crossover. With more than 10 years of experience conducting writing workshops in schools,
Alexander shows how to shake up the traditional writing workshop and make writing fun again! His
magnetic personality, infectious enthusiasm, and love of teaching come through to inspire all
students to write. The Write Thing teaches you how to move students step-by-step from ideas, to



drafts, to finished works. Not only will you successfully motivate your students to write, you'll take
that motivation one step further by providing guidance on how to create student-driven publications
of their work. The confidence students will attain when they see their writing authentically published
will be off the charts! The book has three parts: Writing, Publishing, and Presenting. The Writing
section features Lessons in Action that teach students to produce writing that is worthy of being
published. With a focus on poetry, Alexander's writing workshop uniquely meets the needs of
reluctant writers. The Publishing section focuses on how to prepare and print digital and physical
copies of students' work. The Presenting section provides suggestions to help students confidently
present their poetry and other written pieces. Other exciting features include KwameTime! videos
for both teachers and students that bring Alexander into the classroom. Kwame's QuickTips feature
easy-to-implement ideas that have worked for Alexander. With an insightful foreword by author
Kylene Beers, teacher success stories, and the most helpful appendix ever written, this essential
resource will teach you how to tailor writing workshop to meet the particular needs of your students.

lucy calkins launching the writing workshop: Reading for Real Kathy Collins, 2008 Just as
adults join clubs to share and talk about common interests, reading clubs allow kids to immerse
themselves in topics and ideas they care about - whether it's turtles, fairy tales, a beloved author, a
favorite new series, or the desire to get better at reading aloud to a baby brother or sister. While
they are reading and talking about their interests and passions, students in reading clubs are also
orchestrating all of the reading skills and strategies they've learned and applying them in real-life
ways. While Kathy presents ideas for implementing reading clubs during reading workshop in a
balanced literacy framework, the information she provides will be helpful for any teacher who wants
to foster the joy of reading by offering students support and opportunities to read for authentic
purposes and to have conversations about topics that interest and engage them. After all, we don't
just want kids to learn to read, we want them to love to read.--BOOK JACKET.

lucy calkins launching the writing workshop: How Do I Get Them to Write? Karen
Filewych, 2017-05-15 This remarkable book shows teachers how to inspire students to learn to write
and write to learn. Committed to the premise that all students can learn to write with appropriate
teaching, modelling, and practice, it argues that reading and writing go hand in hand. Through
reading, writing and the inevitable discussions that follow, students learn from the experiences of
others, open their minds to many possibilities, gain a glimpse into new worlds, make connections to
their lives, and reflect on their own choices and learning. This practical book shows you how to use
freewriting and powerful mentor texts to create classrooms where students enjoy putting pencil to
paper and taking the necessary risks to grow and flourish as writers.

lucy calkins launching the writing workshop: Fostering Writing in Today's Classroom
Richard Gentry, Vickie Wallace-Nesler, Jan McNeel, 2014-06-01 This focused resource from experts
in teaching writing helps develop enthusiastic and efficient writers through classroom-tested
methods that support all students. Its research-based strategies and proven best practices in writing
instruction help educators meet the demands of today's new and challenging standards while
developing purposeful writers. This book provides high-quality support in areas such as writer's
workshop, the writing process, the traits of good writing, assessment, classroom organization, and
the use of appropriate writing assignments. Using the strategies, tips, and resources in this book,
you can transform students into college- and career-ready writers.

lucy calkins launching the writing workshop: Don't Forget to Share Leah Mermelstein, 2007
I'm certain that you'll feel excited to try out the different kinds of share sessions that Leah
discusses...and that she will give you the know-how and confidence you'll need to be successful. -
Carl Anderson Author of Assessing Writers Traditionally, the writing workshop is a three-part
framework: a minilesson, writing time, and a share session. Because much attention has been given
to lessons and conferencing, the share session has sometimes seemed like an afterthought rather
than an opportunity for children to look closely at their writing process and discuss it with others.
No more. With Don't Forget to Share, Leah Mermelstein helps you recognize the importance of this
aspect of the workshop and shows you ways to get maximum instructional impact from it. Don't



Forget to Share is the first book to take on the share session in depth, revealing why it's essential to
the success of writing workshop. Mermelstein presents insight and smart ideas for conducting share
sessions that honor and reinforce individual kids' accomplishments, while at the same time offering
them a safe way to get input from other writers. From setting up share sessions to facilitating them,
she presents shares that promote rich conversations that support students' improvement in four
specific areas of writing: content craft process progress. With in-action transcripts of teachers and
students, helpful tips for working with English language learners and struggling writers, suggestions
for matching children to share activities, and samples of effective teaching language, Don't Forget to
Share has everything you need to not only invest your teaching time in share sessions but to make
them work for you and your students. So if you're looking for a new way to ramp up the power of
your writing workshop, take the advice of Leah Mermelstein, and Don't Forget to Share.

lucy calkins launching the writing workshop: The Literacy Cookbook Sarah Tantillo,
2012-11-16 Proven methods for teaching reading comprehension to all students The Literacy
Cookbook is filled with classroom-tested techniques for teaching reading comprehension to even the
most hard-to-reach students. The book offers a review of approaches that are targeted for teaching
reading, writing, speaking and listening skills. The book also includes information on how to connect
reading, writing, and test prep. Contains accessible and easy-to-adopt recipes for strengthening
comprehension, reading, writing, and oral fluency. Terrific resources are ready for download on the
companion website. The materials in this book are aligned with the English Language Arts Common
Core Standards The website includes an ELA Common Core Tracking Sheet, a handy resource when
writing or evaluating curriculum.

lucy calkins launching the writing workshop: Why Write in Math Class? Linda Dacey,
Rebeka Eston Salemi, Kathleen O'Connell Hopping, 2023-10-10 To help students communicate their
mathematical thinking, many teachers have created classrooms where math talk has become a
successful and joyful instructional practice. Building on that success, the ideas in Why Write in Math
Class? help students construct, explore, represent, refine, connect, and reflect on mathematical
ideas. Writing also provides teachers with a window into each student's thinking and informs
instructional decisions.Focusing on five types of writing in math (exploratory, explanatory,
argumentative, creative, and reflective), Why Write in Math Class? offers a variety of ways to
integrate writing into the math class. The ideas in this book will help you make connections to what
you already know about the teaching of writing within literacy instruction and build on what you've
learned about the development of classroom communities that support math talk.The authors offer
practical advice about how to support writing in math, as well as many specific examples of writing
prompts and tasks that require high-cognitive demand. Extensive stories and samples of student
work from K-5 classrooms give a vision of how writing in math class can successfully unfold.

lucy calkins launching the writing workshop: Reading/writing Connections in the K-2
Classroom Leah Mermelstein, 2006 Reading/Writing Connections in the K-2 Classroom demonstrates
how through careful, explicit assessing, planning and teaching every student can understand the
relationship between reading and writing. The text is filled with practical classroom strategies based
on both theory and research. Focused on the goal of understanding the relationship between reading
and writing, the text demonstrates how to move students between the two to become more skillful
readers and writers. In three parts, the text explores the essential understandings needed to use the
reading/writing connection; demonstrates how planning helps to use the reading/writing connection;
and outlines teaching strategies to use the connection to strengthen your everyday encounters with
students. Assessment is integrated into each chapter, providing a clear image of what it looks like to
assess in the service of student learning. Practical ways to integrate phonemic awareness, phonics,
word study and spelling into planning and teaching reading and writing are incorporated
throughout. Word study is integrated into every chapter to ensure a systematic approach to the
topic.

lucy calkins launching the writing workshop: A Charter School Principal’s Story Barbara
Smith, 2017-12-05 What happens when a Canadian principal, guided by the teachings of Fullan and



Hargreaves, takes on the role of school leader in an inner-city charter school in the United States?
This inside story of a principal in the DC charter school system, reveals much about the desire for
educators and students to experience more than a life of multiple-choice testing that tends to be so
commonplace in these schools. While such a case adds to the mound of research that supports the
‘change takes time’ findings, it nevertheless demonstrates the reality, on a day-to-day basis, of
what’s worth fighting for in schools. Student and teacher engagement and empowerment matter,
and to get to such ends, a school must fiercely focus on targets well beyond test scores. This book
speaks about how a budget reveals school values, and by shifting resources to support staff and
student development, a school, coping with regular turnover, can be filled with more confident and
capable community members. A school crawling with leaders emerged as more student, teacher and
non-instructional staff were supported in new roles, aimed at building an inspired culture, with the
talent and capacity to move others to action. The old ways of ‘doing school’ do not address the needs
of the 21st century learner, and while many forces with limited views of education were at play, this
story does provide an example of what promising things can and should happen to increase
engagement and learning in more charter schools across America. “Dr. Barbara Smith’s narrative of
her times in public charter schools offers all of us insights into the struggle to create schools of high
academic quality and compassionate care, worthy of her educational mandate and mission.” - David
Booth, Professor Emeritus, The Ontario Institute for Studies in Education, University of Toronto “Dr.
Smith’s message inspires me to be an advocate for education and her work will inspire you as well!”
- Jalen Rose, Chair of Board of Directors, Jalen Rose Leadership Academy, Detroit, Michigan, ESPN
Commentator “This inside look provides an opportunity for innovation in a field that has held to
aging standards for far too long!” - Diane C. Manica, Former Director, Leadership and
Accreditation, University of Detroit Mercy

lucy calkins launching the writing workshop: Welcome to Writing Workshop Stacey
Shubitz, Lynne R. Dorfman, 2019 Stacey Shubitz and Lynne Dorfman welcome you to experience the
writing workshop for the first time or in a new light with Welcome to Writing Workshop: Engaging
Today's Students with a Model That Works. Through strategic routines, tips, resources, and short
focused video clips, teachers can create the sights and sounds of a thriving writing workshop where:
- Both students and teachers are working authors - Students spend most of their time writing--not
just learning about it- Student choice is encouraged to help create engaged writers, not compliant
ones - Students are part of the formative assessment process - Students will look forward to writing
time--not dread it. From explanations of writing process and writing traits to small-group strategy
lessons and mini-lessons, this book will provide the know-how to feel confident and comfortable in
the teaching of writers.

lucy calkins launching the writing workshop: Assessing Writers Carl Anderson, 2005
Anderson offers smart, ready-to-use ideas for assessment.

lucy calkins launching the writing workshop: Inspirit Revolution Dave Witmer, 2006-03
RFew of the many volumes I have read over the years have been truly inspirational. . . Inspirit
Revolution is among the few that is life-changing. I heartily recommend this book to all who seek to
thrive rather than merely survive and to influence their world by calling forth and cultivating all that
is good.S--Don Riker, executive director of Teaching the Word Ministries. (Practical Life)

lucy calkins launching the writing workshop: Units of Study for Primary Writing Lucy
Calkins, 2003 This series of books is designed to help upper-elementary teachers teach a rigourous
yearlong writing curriculum.

lucy calkins launching the writing workshop: Handbook of Formative Assessment in the
Disciplines Heidi L. Andrade, Randy E. Bennett, Gregory J. Cizek, 2019-05-14 The Handbook of
Formative Assessment in the Disciplines meaningfully addresses current developments in the field,
offering a unique and timely focus on domain dependency. Building from an updated definition of
formative assessment, the book covers the integration of measurement principles into practice; the
operationalization of formative assessment within specific domains, beyond generic strategies;
evolving research directions including student involvement and self-regulation; and new approaches




to the challenges of incorporating formative assessment training into pre-service and in-service
educator training. As supporters of large-scale testing programs increasingly consider the potential
of formative assessments to improve teaching and learning, this handbook advances the subject
through novel frameworks, intersections of theory, research, and practice, and attention to
discernible disciplines. Written for instructors, graduate students, researchers, and policymakers,
each chapter provides expert perspectives on the procedures and evaluations that enable teachers to
adapt teaching and learning in-process toward student achievement.

lucy calkins launching the writing workshop: The One-on-One Reading and Writing
Conference Jennifer C. Berne, Sophie C. Degener, 2015 Personal interactions are the single most
effective way for teachers to undersand and evaluate their student as learners. Responding
specifically to new Common Core State Standards in reading and writing, this book introduces pre-
and inservice teachers to a method of one-on-one interaction the authros refer to as the stretch
conference. This book provides detailed practical advice on the logistics of implementing these
conferences during the busy school day, including tips on how and when to schedule conferences
and how to successfully manage the classroom during conference time. The authors argue that,
rather than using valuable conference time for word-level concerns and editing, teachers should
focus on more ambitious goals that will deepen (orstretch) students' skills in comprehension and
writing. This resource suggests where conferences fit in with other important pieces of literacy
instuction; introduces a variety of high-quality cues to use during conferences; and shows how
conferences can function as formative assessment for reading and writing skills. This book: was
written by two veteran teacher educators who conduct frequent workshops and professional
development with teachers; helps teachers adjust their instruction for the demands of Common Core
Standards; and includes many detailed examples of effective conferences take from real classrooms.
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