
history of wreaths across america
History of Wreaths Across America: Tracing the Legacy of Honor and
Remembrance

history of wreaths across america is a story deeply intertwined with respect,
remembrance, and the honoring of those who have served the nation. This
tradition, which has grown into a nationwide movement, reflects a profound
cultural practice that combines symbolism, patriotism, and community spirit.
Understanding its origins and evolution offers insight into how Americans
collectively remember their fallen heroes and celebrate their enduring
legacy.

The Origins of Wreaths as Symbols of Honor

Wreaths have been used for thousands of years across various cultures as
symbols of victory, honor, and remembrance. Their circular shape, with no
beginning or end, represents eternity and continuity, making them a fitting
emblem for memorials. In ancient Greece and Rome, laurel wreaths crowned
victorious athletes and military leaders, symbolizing achievement and glory.

This rich history of wreath symbolism naturally found a place in American
culture, especially as the nation grew and faced conflicts that shaped its
identity. Early American wreaths were often handcrafted from local flora and
used to commemorate significant events and individuals, a practice that
evolved with the country’s expanding history.

The Birth of Wreaths Across America

From a Small Gesture to a National Movement

The specific tradition of Wreaths Across America began modestly in 1992. It
originated from the efforts of Morrill Worcester, owner of Worcester Wreath
Company in Maine. After donating thousands of wreaths to Arlington National
Cemetery, he was inspired to expand this act of remembrance nationwide. The
event’s purpose was simple yet powerful: to lay wreaths on the graves of
fallen veterans during the holiday season to honor their sacrifice.

What started as a single cemetery event has since blossomed into a massive
coordinated effort involving thousands of volunteers, companies, and
communities. Today, Wreaths Across America organizes wreath-laying ceremonies
at over 2,500 locations across the United States and beyond, making it a
profound display of national gratitude.



The Importance of Arlington National Cemetery

Arlington National Cemetery holds a special place in the story of wreaths
across America. As the final resting place for many of the nation’s military
heroes, it became the focal point for the wreath-laying tradition. The annual
ceremony held at Arlington not only honors those buried there but also serves
as a powerful reminder of the cost of freedom.

This cemetery’s significance extends beyond its physical boundaries,
symbolizing the collective memory of the nation. The sight of thousands of
wreaths adorning graves each December sends a message of unity, respect, and
enduring gratitude.

How the Tradition Reflects American Values

The history of wreaths across America is more than just a ceremonial
practice; it embodies core American values such as patriotism, community, and
remembrance. Each wreath placed is a tangible expression of thanks and a way
to keep the stories of veterans alive in the public consciousness.

Community Involvement and Volunteerism

A notable aspect of the wreath-laying tradition is the grassroots involvement
it encourages. Volunteers from all walks of life—students, veterans,
families, and civic groups—come together to participate. This community-
driven spirit highlights the importance of collective action and shared
responsibility in honoring the past.

In fact, the call for volunteers has helped foster a sense of belonging and
purpose, allowing individuals to contribute meaningfully to a cause that
connects generations. Schools often integrate this tradition into their
curriculum, teaching students about history, respect, and service.

Patriotism and National Unity

Wreaths Across America also serves as a reminder of the sacrifices made for
the freedoms enjoyed today. The act of honoring fallen soldiers through
wreaths transcends political and social divides, uniting Americans in a
moment of solemn appreciation. This shared experience reinforces national
identity and pride.



Evolution of Wreath Materials and Designs

While the original wreaths were often simple, made from natural evergreens,
the tradition has seen an evolution in materials and styles. Modern wreaths
may incorporate artificial elements to ensure durability, especially when
placed outdoors in winter conditions.

Additionally, some wreaths feature ribbons, flags, or personalized name tags
to enhance their significance. These design elements help convey specific
messages, such as honoring a particular branch of the military or
commemorating individuals.

Tips for Creating Meaningful Wreaths

For those interested in participating or creating their own wreaths, here are
some ideas to add personal and symbolic touches:

Use native greenery: Incorporate local plants to reflect regional
identity and sustainability.

Add patriotic colors: Red, white, and blue ribbons or accents can
emphasize the wreath’s purpose.

Include personal mementos: Small tags with names, dates, or messages
make the wreath more meaningful.

Consider durability: Use weather-resistant materials for wreaths
displayed outdoors.

Involve family members: Crafting wreaths together can be a powerful way
to teach younger generations about remembrance.

Wreaths in American Holidays and Memorial
Events

Beyond the Wreaths Across America movement, wreaths have long been part of
American holiday traditions, especially during Christmas. However, their use
in memorial events adds a layer of solemnity and respect.



Memorial Day and Veterans Day

These national holidays often feature wreath-laying ceremonies at monuments
and cemeteries. The wreaths symbolize respect for those who served and
sacrificed, reinforcing the holiday’s intent. Many communities host public
events where wreaths are laid by officials, veterans, and citizens alike.

Other Commemorative Uses

Wreaths also appear in ceremonies marking historic battles, local veterans’
memorials, and during times of national mourning. Their presence in these
contexts underscores the wreath’s versatility as a symbol of remembrance and
honor throughout American history.

The Continuing Legacy of Wreaths Across America

The history of wreaths across America is not static; it continues to evolve
as new generations embrace the tradition. Social media and digital campaigns
have helped spread awareness, encouraging participation from people
nationwide and even internationally.

Each year, the wreath-laying ceremonies grow in scale and impact,
demonstrating the enduring power of this simple yet profound act. It connects
past to present, ensuring that the sacrifices of veterans are never forgotten
and that their stories inspire future generations.

Whether through personal involvement or community events, the tradition of
wreaths across America remains a heartfelt tribute to those who have given so
much for their country. This legacy of honor, remembrance, and unity
continues to shape American culture and collective memory in meaningful ways.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the historical significance of wreaths in
America?
Wreaths in America have historically symbolized honor, victory, and
remembrance, often used in ceremonies to commemorate military service,
celebrate holidays, and mark important events.

How did wreath traditions in America originate?
American wreath traditions have roots in European customs brought by



settlers, particularly from ancient Roman and Greek cultures where wreaths
symbolized victory and honor, evolving over time to reflect American values
and occasions.

What role did wreaths play during American national
holidays?
Wreaths are prominently used during holidays such as Memorial Day and
Christmas in America, serving as symbols of remembrance for fallen soldiers
and festive decoration, respectively, reflecting communal respect and
celebration.

How have wreath designs evolved throughout American
history?
Wreath designs in America have evolved from simple circular arrangements of
local foliage to more elaborate creations incorporating diverse materials
like flowers, ribbons, and seasonal elements, reflecting changes in cultural
influences and artistic trends.

Are wreaths associated with any specific American
historical events?
Yes, wreaths have been associated with various American historical events
such as wreath-laying ceremonies at war memorials, including those for the
Revolutionary War, Civil War, and World Wars, symbolizing honor and
remembrance for those who served.

Additional Resources
History of Wreaths Across America: Tracing Tradition, Symbolism, and
Commemoration

History of wreaths across America reveals a rich tapestry of cultural
significance, evolving practices, and deep-rooted symbolism that have
transcended centuries. From their ancient origins to contemporary
commemorations, wreaths have played a pivotal role in American history,
serving as markers of remembrance, celebration, and honor. This article
delves into the multifaceted history of wreaths across the United States,
examining their origins, transformations, and the enduring legacy they carry
in modern American society.

Origins and Early Symbolism of Wreaths in



America

Although wreaths have been used worldwide since antiquity—dating back to
ancient Greece and Rome—their adoption in America took on unique cultural and
symbolic meanings. Early European settlers brought with them the tradition of
wreath-making, which was initially tied to both religious and seasonal
celebrations. In colonial America, wreaths were often fashioned from local
evergreens, herbs, and flowers, symbolizing eternal life, protection, and the
cyclical nature of the seasons.

The evergreen wreath, in particular, became a staple during winter months,
especially around Christmas. This practice, rooted in European pagan customs,
was embraced and adapted by American communities to signify hope and
endurance through harsh winters. Over time, the wreath transitioned from a
simple decorative object to a symbol of both personal and collective
identity.

Wreaths in Early American Holidays and Celebrations

The use of wreaths in early American holidays reflected a blend of
indigenous, European, and African influences. During the 17th and 18th
centuries, wreaths appeared in various forms:

Christmas Wreaths: Evergreen wreaths hung on doors symbolized protection
and goodwill during the holiday season.

Harvest Festivals: Wreaths made from dried grains and autumnal foliage
celebrated the bounty of the land.

Patriotic Displays: Following the American Revolution, wreaths began to
appear in patriotic contexts, honoring fallen soldiers and symbolizing
unity.

These early uses laid the groundwork for wreaths becoming powerful symbols of
remembrance and respect, especially in military contexts.

Wreaths as Symbols of Military Remembrance

One of the most significant developments in the history of wreaths across
America is their association with military honor and remembrance. The
tradition of laying wreaths to honor soldiers has roots in 18th-century
Europe but took on a distinct form in the United States.



The Civil War and the Emergence of Memorial Wreaths

During and after the Civil War, wreaths became prominent as tokens of
mourning and commemoration. Families and communities would place wreaths on
graves of fallen soldiers, often crafted from laurel or evergreen branches,
symbolizing victory and eternal life. This practice was not only a means of
personal grief expression but also a public acknowledgment of sacrifice.

The establishment of Memorial Day (originally Decoration Day) in the late
19th century institutionalized the tradition of wreath-laying. On this day,
wreaths became central to ceremonies honoring those who had died in military
service, a practice that persists robustly today.

Wreaths Across America: A Modern Legacy

Perhaps the most widely recognized contemporary use of wreaths in the United
States is the organization Wreaths Across America, founded in 1992. This
nonprofit group coordinates the placement of wreaths on veterans' graves
across the country each December, especially at Arlington National Cemetery.

The history of wreaths across America is tightly interwoven with this
movement’s mission to remember, honor, and teach. By involving communities
nationwide in wreath-laying ceremonies, Wreaths Across America has
revitalized public engagement with military remembrance, making wreaths a
living symbol of gratitude and national unity.

Cultural Variations and Regional Practices

The tradition of wreath-making and use varies considerably across different
regions in the United States, reflecting local customs, climates, and
historical influences.

Southern States

In the South, wreaths often incorporate magnolia leaves, pine cones, and
seasonal flowers, blending ornamental beauty with natural symbolism. These
wreaths may be used not only for holidays but also for commemorating local
historical events and heritage festivals.

New England and Northeast

Evergreen wreaths with red bows are a hallmark of New England’s winter



decorations, reflecting a long-standing colonial tradition. The emphasis here
is on simplicity and natural materials, echoing the region’s Puritan heritage
and connection to nature.

Western States

In the West, wreaths may incorporate desert plants, wildflowers, and unique
materials such as feathers or shells, highlighting the diverse ecosystems and
cultural influences of the region. These wreaths often appear in both festive
and memorial contexts.

The Evolution of Wreath Materials and Design

Over time, the materials and designs of wreaths in America have evolved,
influenced by availability, technological advances, and changing tastes.

Natural vs. Artificial: While traditionally made from fresh evergreens
and flowers, artificial wreaths made from synthetic materials have
become popular for their durability and reusability.

Seasonal Adaptations: Spring and summer wreaths tend to feature bright
floral arrangements, while autumn wreaths incorporate dried leaves and
harvest elements.

Personalization: Modern wreaths often include customized elements such
as photographs, name tags, or symbolic charms, especially in memorial
wreaths.

The balance between tradition and innovation in wreath-making reflects
broader cultural shifts and the desire to keep historical practices relevant
in contemporary society.

Symbolism and Psychological Impact of Wreaths
in American Culture

Beyond their aesthetic appeal, wreaths carry profound symbolic weight. The
circular shape represents eternity and continuity, making them natural
emblems for remembrance and celebration. In military contexts, wreaths evoke
respect and solemnity, providing a tangible connection between the living and
the deceased.



Psychologically, wreath-laying ceremonies foster communal healing and
collective memory. Events like those organized by Wreaths Across America
offer opportunities for intergenerational dialogue, strengthening national
identity and honoring sacrifices.

Wreaths and Public Memory

The history of wreaths across America is inseparable from the ways societies
remember and commemorate. Wreaths function as focal points in memorial
landscapes—cemeteries, monuments, and public spaces—anchoring historical
narratives in physical form. This role is critical in maintaining awareness
of historical events and promoting civic engagement.

Contemporary Trends and the Future of Wreath
Traditions

Today, wreaths continue to evolve with changing social dynamics. Eco-
conscious wreath-making practices emphasize sustainable sourcing and
biodegradable materials. Additionally, digital campaigns and social media
have expanded the reach of wreath-related ceremonies, engaging younger
generations.

Organizations dedicated to wreath-laying and preservation efforts are
exploring innovative ways to sustain interest, such as educational programs
and virtual commemorations. These trends suggest that the history of wreaths
across America will remain a dynamic and meaningful part of cultural
expression.

In sum, wreaths in America embody a complex interplay of history, symbolism,
and community. From colonial settlers’ seasonal decorations to nationwide
military remembrance, wreaths have consistently served as powerful markers of
identity, memory, and respect. Their enduring presence reflects both the
continuity and adaptability of American traditions.

History Of Wreaths Across America

  history of wreaths across america: Chronological History from 1924 to 2024 of the Old
Saybrook Fire Company No 1 Inc Dan Little, J.T. Dunn, 2025-04-03 The chronological history of
the Old Saybrook Fire Company No 1 Inc from newspapers, meeting minutes, town meetings, and
correspondence. From the early start of a donated fire truck to the town and 33 Charter Members to
over 80 volunteer firefighters serving in 2024.
  history of wreaths across america: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 2017-12
  history of wreaths across america: Congressional Record ,

https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-146/history-of-wreaths-across-america.pdf


  history of wreaths across america: THE QUIET HEROES: RECOGNIZING THEIR
SERVICE , 2024-12-22 In The Quiet Heroes: Recognizing Their Service, Colonel Sebastian Reginald
Whitaker presents a poignant and deeply personal tribute to the men and women who have selflessly
dedicated their lives to serving their country. Through the pages of this remarkable book, he not
only honors the sacrifices of veterans but also captures the resilience, courage, and humanity that
define their service. With grace and eloquence, Whitaker paints a vivid picture of the silent strength
of those who protect freedom and uphold the values of their nation. Drawing on decades of
experience in the military, Colonel Whitaker provides readers with an intimate glimpse into the lives
of these unsung heroes. From the frontlines of conflict to their return to civilian life, he shares
stories of perseverance and determination that underscore the extraordinary character of those in
uniform. Through these accounts, he illuminates the unseen challenges faced by veterans—the
emotional toll of war, the struggle for reintegration, and the quiet burden of carrying the memories
of their service. Rich in personal reflections, historical context, and inspiring narratives, The Quiet
Heroes goes beyond merely recounting experiences. It dives into the deep moral and ethical
questions surrounding service, patriotism, and sacrifice. Colonel Whitaker highlights not only the
physical courage displayed on the battlefield but also the quiet acts of bravery in everyday life that
often go unnoticed: mentoring fellow soldiers, supporting their communities, and rebuilding their
lives with dignity and grace. This book serves as a powerful reminder of the debt society owes to its
veterans and the importance of showing appreciation, not just in ceremonies and speeches, but in
tangible support for their well-being. Colonel Whitaker’s words resonate with readers of all
backgrounds, encouraging them to reflect on the sacrifices made by others to safeguard their
freedoms. Whether you are a veteran seeking recognition for your journey, a family member hoping
to better understand a loved one’s experiences, or a civilian looking to deepen your appreciation for
those who serve, The Quiet Heroes: Recognizing Their Service is an inspiring and thought-provoking
read. It is a call to action for all of us to honor and celebrate the silent heroes who have shaped the
course of history with their unwavering dedication and service.
  history of wreaths across america: Military History , 2008-03
  history of wreaths across america: 爭霸大業 易思安, 2023-06-07 中共正取得戰略的制高點，再不行動的話，一切都會太遲！ 21世紀
的共產VS民主的抗爭正在全領域開展中 「共產主義真的會在我們這一代實現」！ 中共即將贏得掌控全球的最後一場鬥爭！這絕對不是危言聳聽，而是作者細細研究中共內部發行的專書以後，
所得出的結論。當讀完易思安的最新作品之後，你就知道這場迫切的危機正對著我們的生活入侵而來，任何企圖抵擋這股洪流侵襲的努力，正一點一點地導向有利於侵略的那一方。當你驚覺自己
已經被洪水包圍而立足之地正萎縮到無法生存的那一刻，一切就太遲了。 中共極權正試圖建立所謂的「新世界秩序」，不僅對美國造成嚴重威脅，也是全世界此刻所面臨的最大威脅。「千人計
劃」、「獵狐行動」、「一帶一路」、「中關村」都是中共在全球掌握優勢的關鍵計劃。中國共產黨現在具備了過去任何一個專制獨裁政權都不曾有過的優勢：財富、科技、影響力、被依賴程度。
中共是如何做到的？ 全面數位化、實現網路民主的21世紀，讓共產主義在網際網路上得以茁壯、擴張。互聯網的發展、AI人工智慧的運用，使得任何一個使用數位產品的人們都成了大數據的
收集對象。有了互聯網，任何你的日常都在「老大哥」的監控之下。它影響的不僅僅是你的消費習慣、生活方式，甚至有一天會影響你的是非黑白、投票行為、政治認同。 中共看準了這個機會，
利用網路的滲透性準備贏得「鬥爭」的最後一擊。 除了個人層面，中共亦掌控全球多個貨運海港的經營權，擁有全球最大的船隊，主導了世界的物流。經由「一帶一路」的經貿合作，隱含「軍民
融合」的暗樁，以民掩護軍的模式，在你不經意的方式完成全球性的佈局。 中共還計劃主宰所有國際性的治理機構，在全球發揮影響力，帶入他們引以為傲的「中國模式」，改變民主世界的治理
文化、處事手法，將北京的統治手段貫徹到全世界的每一個角落。中共的企圖不僅僅是治理自己的固有領土，他們的終極目標是數位化時代下的共產國際，完成前人所不曾完成的目標。 本書特點
●分析中共內部的官方文獻，剖析在習近平帶領下的中國共產黨的國際戰略佈局 ●作者發現中共不僅希望在經濟上成為強國，更意圖把中共的那一套治理方式擴散到全世界，以此來增加自己的
影響力，甚至統治世界的目的 ●通過各種已經揭露的相關事件，整合作者的分析與觀察，推估在近未來，民主盟友可以如何團結起來改變現況
  history of wreaths across america: Monumental Heist Charles E Marsala, 2018-05-11
Monumental Heist reviews the story of the lifting of one monument in St. Louis, which spread to four
monuments in New Orleans, which spread to thirty cities in America. The action increased the race
as a topic in America during the 2016 & 2020 campaigns. At a time when New Orleans was suffering
from boil water advisories, flooding streets, increased murder and unemployment rates, and
$231,000.00 in unfunded pension liabilities, Mayor Mitch Landrieu decided to remove $30 million in
art. The project would be funded by an anonymous donor, who may have had his sites set on the art.
Monumental Heist reviews the lives of the men in the monuments, the reason they were erected, and
the impact on America. .
  history of wreaths across america: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 2007
  history of wreaths across america: Journal of the Senate of the United States of America
United States. Congress. Senate, 2016



  history of wreaths across america: Sylvania, Lucas County, Ohio; Gayleen Gindy,
2015-03-12 join the author in reliving sylvania’s over 180 years of history from footpaths to
expressways and beyond, in volume five of an eight volume set. with 30 years of research she has
included every subject imaginable that helped bring sylvania to where they are today, with excellent
schools, over-the-top parks and recreation, rich beautiful homes, commercial and industrial
businesses and a quaint historical dowtown that looks like it was planned by norman rockwell
himself. this book is a treasure trove of information for the thousands who have ancestors that once
lived and helped sylvania grow through these years. Located in northwestern ohio, sylvania is a
suburb of toledo, ohio and for many years has been known as “the fastest growing suburb in lucas
county.” a once rural farm community, between both the city and township they have grown from a
combined 2,220 residents in 1910, to 48,487 in 2010. over a short period of time the land has
transformed into beautiful subdivisions of grand houses, so that now their subdivision names are all
that remain to remind them of their once dense forests and sprawling farmlands. no longer can
sylvania be called the “bedroom community” of toledo, because over the last 50 years they have
done a lot more than sleep.
  history of wreaths across america: Disabled American Veterans Alfonso G. Martinez,
2024-11-22 This is a culmination of the sixty-five-year history of the experiences and events of all our
veterans. Our nation should never forget the great sacrifices made by all veterans and their families
for this great nation. We should also remember that veterans never stop giving to their jobs,
communities, and families. My mentor, Joseph C. H. Bales, inspired all of us through his leadership,
friendship, and vision as a charter member.
  history of wreaths across america: Hope for the Holidays Jarzembowski, Paul E., 2023 There
are not many books that empathize with people who feel lost and hopeless at the holidays and then
earnestly desire to help them towards finding new hope. Too often in books about this time of year,
there is an assumption that everyone at Thanksgiving and Christmas is happy, excited, and
faith-filled. By writing it creatively through the lens of A Christmas Carol, whose main character is
known to so many people as one who makes this spiritual journey, this book takes a unique turn.
  history of wreaths across america: Legislative and Executive Calendar United States.
Congress. Senate. Committee on the Judiciary, 2009
  history of wreaths across america: Death and Rebirth in a Southern City Ryan K. Smith,
2020-11-17 This exploration of Richmond's burial landscape over the past 300 years reveals in
illuminating detail how racism and the color line have consistently shaped death, burial, and
remembrance in this storied Southern capital. Richmond, Virginia, the former capital of the
Confederacy, holds one of the most dramatic landscapes of death in the nation. Its burial grounds
show the sweep of Southern history on an epic scale, from the earliest English encounters with the
Powhatan at the falls of the James River through slavery, the Civil War, and the long reckoning that
followed. And while the region's deathways and burial practices have developed in surprising
directions over these centuries, one element has remained stubbornly the same: the color line. But
something different is happening now. The latest phase of this history points to a quiet revolution
taking place in Virginia and beyond. Where white leaders long bolstered their heritage and authority
with a disregard for the graves of the disenfranchised, today activist groups have stepped forward to
reorganize and reclaim the commemorative landscape for the remains of people of color and
religious minorities. In Death and Rebirth in a Southern City, Ryan K. Smith explores more than a
dozen of Richmond's most historically and culturally significant cemeteries. He traces the disparities
between those grounds which have been well-maintained, preserving the legacies of privileged
whites, and those that have been worn away, dug up, and built over, erasing the memories of African
Americans and indigenous tribes. Drawing on extensive oral histories and archival research, Smith
unearths the heritage of these marginalized communities and explains what the city must do to
conserve these gravesites and bring racial equity to these arenas for public memory. He also shows
how the ongoing recovery efforts point to a redefinition of Confederate memory and the possibility of
a rebirthed community in the symbolic center of the South. The book encompasses, among others,



St. John's colonial churchyard; African burial grounds in Shockoe Bottom and on Shockoe Hill;
Hebrew Cemetery; Hollywood Cemetery, with its 18,000 Confederate dead; Richmond National
Cemetery; and Evergreen Cemetery, home to tens of thousands of black burials from the Jim Crow
era. Smith's rich analysis of the surviving grounds documents many of these sites for the first time
and is enhanced by an accompanying website, www.richmondcemeteries.org. A brilliant example of
public history, Death and Rebirth in a Southern City reveals how cemeteries can frame changes in
politics and society across time.
  history of wreaths across america: Prejudice Across America James Waller, 2009-09-18 The
experiences of a teacher and his white students on a nationwide trek toward racial understanding In
1998 James Waller took twenty-one white college students from Washington state on a month-long
journey. Prejudice Across America is the record of their interaction with the American Indian, Asian
American, African American, Hispanic, and Jewish experiences nationwide. Few books have so
directly and humanly captured the moment when whites confront the realities of those living as a
minority in America. Waller reports here on this innovative and award-winning trek. In Los Angeles,
San Francisco, Chicago, Memphis, New Orleans, Birmingham, Atlanta, and Washington, D.C., his
students hear both the official story of prejudice and the street story from people living and dealing
with racism on a daily basis. Prejudice Across America is as much the journal of these travelers and
what they face as it is a sweeping, up-close survey of the nation's racial landscape. The students
walk the cheerless halls of a South Side housing project in Chicago, experience the agitated
aftermath of the Olympic Games in Atlanta, and attend a briefing with President Clinton's Initiative
on Race. All along the way, they hold wide-ranging group discussions and experience the
unpredictable adventure of traveling by train, plane, and public transit. Drawing on student journals
and on interviews with community leaders and activists throughout the country, Waller paints a
compelling and provocative portrait of the nation's prejudice. In addition, Prejudice Across America
includes analyses of the obstacles to reconciliation in each of the cities on the tour's itinerary. As
they travel, students confront the thorny issues of race in America, face down stereotypical
thoughts, prejudicial attitudes and discriminatory behaviors, and uncover more tough questions than
easy answers. As Waller and another group of students prepare for a similar trek in 2001, Prejudice
Across America will allow readers to join them in introspection and self-discovery in the urban
reality of an America where diversity isn't simply a buzzword, but a way of life.
  history of wreaths across america: Over My Dead Body Greg Melville, 2022-10-04 Journalist
Greg Melville’s Over My Dead Body is an “astonishing . . . fascinating . . . powerful” (New York
Times Book Review) tour through the history of US cemeteries that explores how, where, and why
we bury our dead. “You hold in your hands a treasure map, a gentle, sly, and poignant presence
leading us to places in America and in our lives that have been hiding in plain sight. This tale is
about cemeteries, but it’s really about how beautiful is life.” —#1 New York Times bestselling author
Doug Stanton The summer before his senior year in college, Greg Melville worked at the cemetery in
his hometown, and thanks to hour upon hour of pushing a mower over the grassy acres, he came to
realize what a rich story the place told of his town and its history. Thus was born Melville’s lifelong
curiosity with how, where, and why we bury and commemorate our dead. Melville’s Over My Dead
Body is a lively (pun intended) and wide-ranging history of cemeteries, places that have mirrored the
passing eras in history but also have shaped it. Cemeteries have given birth to landscape
architecture and famous parks, as well as influenced architectural styles. They’ve inspired and
motivated some of our greatest poets and authors—Emerson, Whitman, Dickinson. They’ve been
used as political tools to shift the country’s discourse and as important symbols of the United States’
ambition and reach. But they are changing and fading. Embalming and burial is incredibly toxic, and
while cremations have just recently surpassed burials in popularity, they’re not great for the
environment either. Over My Dead Body explores everything about cemeteries—history,
sustainability, land use, and more—and what it really means to memorialize. Includes
Black-and-White Photographs Locales visited in Over My Dead Body Shawsheen Cemetery – Bedford,
Massachusetts; the 1607 burial ground – Historic Jamestowne, Virginia; Burial Hill – Plymouth,



Massachusetts; Colonial Jewish Burial Ground – Newport, Rhode Island; Monticello’s African
American graveyard – Charlottesville, Virginia; Mount Auburn Cemetery – Cambridge,
Massachusetts; Green-Wood Cemetery – Brooklyn, New York; Laurel Grove Cemetery – Savannah,
Georgia; Sleepy Hollow Cemetery – Concord, Massachusetts; Central Park – New York, New York;
Gettysburg National Cemetery – Gettysburg, Pennsylvania; Arlington National Cemetery – Arlington,
Virginia; Woodlawn Cemetery – Bronx, New York; Boothill Graveyard – Tombstone, Arizona; Forest
Lawn – Glenwood, California; the Chapel of the Chimes – Oakland, California; Hollywood Forever
Cemetery – Los Angeles, California; West Laurel Hill’s Nature’s Sanctuary – Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania
  history of wreaths across america: Exile at Small-Time U Douglas Higbee, 2025-07-18 This
book is about what it's like to be a professor in the humanities at non-elite universities and colleges.
In a series of autobiographical snapshots from 19 full-time professors from around the United States
(and two foreign institutions), the present work explores the changes occurring at regional state
universities and poorly endowed private colleges in the last several decades. These changes are a
historical phenomenon as much as they are personally and professionally impactful. Through this set
of first-person perspectives on these changes, readers will come to better understand the current
state of the modern university. Current graduate students in the humanities, undergraduates
contemplating graduate school, and their advisors will find their experiences and potential futures
reflected in these essays.
  history of wreaths across america: Journal of the Senate of the United States of America
United States. Congress. Senate, 2008
  history of wreaths across america: Moon Maine Hilary Nangle, 2020-06-23 Explore the
spruce-studded mountains, classic shoreline villages, and rugged character of the Pine Tree State
with Moon Maine. Inside you'll find: Strategic itineraries ranging from an eleven-day road trip
through the whole state to a week exploring the coast, with ideas for every season Must-see
highlights and unique experiences: Sample wild blueberries, farmstead cheeses, and preserves from
roadside farmers' markets or find the best beachfront lobster shack. Trace picturesque lighthouses
down the coast, stop to smell the roses at the botanical gardens, and taste some of Maine's best
wines, craft beer, and mead. Watch the boats sway in a quiet harbor, mingle with locals over a
chowdah suppah, and unwind on a sandy pocket beach Outdoor adventures: Hike through majestic
timberland forests or summit the peak of Katahdin on the final stretch of the Appalachian Trail. Take
a moose safari, experience the rush of whitewater rafting, or ski the slopes at Sugarloaf. Canoe
down the Allagash, paddle a sea kayak along the serpentine coastline, and immerse yourself in the
secluded wilderness of Acadia National Park Honest advice from born-and-raised Maine local Hilary
Nangle on when to go, where to eat, and where to stay, from luxury hotels and historic inns to
budget campgrounds Full-color photos and detailed maps throughout Essential information
including background on Maine's landscape, climate, wildlife, and culture With Moon Maine's
practical tips and local insight, you can experience the best of the state. Hitting the road? Try Moon
New England Road Trip. If you're headed north, try Moon Nova Scotia, New Brunswick & Prince
Edward Island or Moon Montréal.
  history of wreaths across america: America's National Cemeteries Timothy B Spears,
2025-07 In America’s National Cemeteries, Timothy B. Spears takes the reader on a grand tour of
these singular places of commemoration, the final resting place for more than four million American
military personnel who died either in wartime, during their time of service, or after their honorable
discharge. His absorbing account—part historical narrative and part travelogue—is enhanced by 180
of his remarkable photographs, which capture the spirit, grandeur, and solemn remembrance to be
found in each of the 155 national cemeteries across America and abroad.
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