facing it poem analysis

Facing It Poem Analysis: Unveiling the Emotional Depths of a Vietnam War
Reflection

facing it poem analysis opens the door to a poignant exploration of memory,
trauma, and reconciliation. “Facing It” is a powerful poem by Yusef
Komunyakaa, a Vietnam War veteran whose work often reflects on the
complexities of war and its lingering effects. This poem, in particular,
captures a deeply personal moment as the speaker confronts the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial in Washington, D.C. Through vivid imagery and emotional
resonance, Komunyakaa invites readers to engage with themes of loss,
identity, and the struggle to come to terms with the past.

In this article, we’ll delve into the layers of meaning within “Facing It,”
exploring its structure, literary devices, and the emotional weight the poem
carries. Whether you’re studying the poem for class or simply curious about
its significance, this analysis will provide valuable insights into how
Komunyakaa crafts a moving tribute to those affected by war.

Understanding the Context of “Facing It”

Before diving into the poem itself, it’s essential to understand its
background. Yusef Komunyakaa served as a correspondent during the Vietnam
War, and his poetry often grapples with the aftermath of conflict. The
Vietnam Veterans Memorial, which opened in 1982, is a black granite wall
inscribed with the names of over 58,000 servicemen and women who died or went
missing during the war. The memorial’s reflective surface provides a literal
and metaphorical mirror for visitors, blending past and present.

“Facing It” was written as a response to the poet’s wvisit to this memorial.
The poem captures the complex emotions of a veteran who confronts the wall
and, by extension, the memories and losses associated with the war. The
fusion of the physical space and the internal struggle makes this poem a
profound meditation on grief and remembrance.

Breaking Down the Themes in Facing It Poem
Analysis

Memory and Reflection

One of the most prominent themes in “Facing It” is memory. The poem’s setting
at the reflective memorial emphasizes how memory can be both a mirror and a
veil. Komunyakaa’s speaker sees his own reflection mingling with the engraved
names, blurring the boundaries between self and the past. This intertwining
symbolizes how the war is an inseparable part of the speaker’s identity.

The act of remembering is not passive here; it is an active, sometimes
painful confrontation. The poem suggests that facing memories—especially
traumatic ones—is necessary for healing, but it can also reopen wounds.



Trauma and Loss

Komunyakaa’s poem does not shy away from the emotional toll of war. The
speaker’s reactions—ranging from sorrow to denial—highlight the trauma that
lingers long after the fighting ends. The names on the wall are more than
just inscriptions; they represent friends lost, futures cut short, and a
collective national grief.

The emotional complexity is evident in lines where the speaker laughs to
conceal his pain or when he momentarily confuses his reflection with a fallen
comrade. These moments underscore how trauma distorts perception and how
grief can manifest in unexpected ways.

Identity and Survival

“Facing It” also touches on identity, especially the struggle of veterans to
reconcile their experiences with civilian life. The speaker’s reflection
reminds him that he survived while others did not. This survivor’s guilt adds
another layer of emotional depth to the poem. The poem subtly explores how
surviving a traumatic event can leave individuals feeling isolated and
burdened by the memories of those who perished.

Analyzing Literary Devices in “Facing It”

Yusef Komunyakaa employs a range of literary techniques that enrich the
poem’s emotional resonance and thematic complexity:

Imagery

The poem is rich with visual and tactile imagery. The black granite wall’s
reflective surface becomes a canvas where different images — the speaker’s
face, the engraved names, and the surrounding environment — merge. This
blurring effect creates a surreal atmosphere, emphasizing the fluidity
between past and present.

Komunyakaa uses sensory details to evoke a sense of place and mood. For
instance, the “steely” coldness of the wall contrasts with the warmth of
human emotion, heightening the tension between memory and reality.

Symbolism

The Vietnam Veterans Memorial itself is a powerful symbol within the poem. It
stands for collective memory, national mourning, and the attempt to make
sense of loss. The reflective nature of the wall symbolizes introspection and
self-examination. The names etched into the stone represent not just
individuals but the weight of history and sacrifice.

Another key symbol is the speaker’s reflection, which fluctuates between
recognition and alienation, highlighting the fragmented nature of memory and
identity post-war.



Tone and Mood

The tone of “Facing It” is contemplative and somber but also carries moments
of humor and irony. The mood shifts subtly throughout the poem—from initial
confrontation to moments of denial and eventual acceptance. These tonal
variations reflect the complex emotions veterans experience when confronting
painful memories.

Structural Elements and Their Impact

Unlike traditional, rigid poetic forms, “Facing It” adopts a free verse
structure, which mirrors the unpredictable nature of memory and emotion. The
poem unfolds in a flowing, almost conversational rhythm, allowing the
speaker’s thoughts and feelings to emerge organically.

This lack of strict formality contributes to the poem’s authenticity, making
the speaker’s reflections feel immediate and personal. The irregular line
lengths and enjambment create pauses and emphasis that guide readers through
the emotional landscape.

Why “Facing It” Resonates with Readers Today

The universal themes of grief, memory, and identity make “Facing It” relevant
beyond its historical context. Many readers connect with the poem’s portrayal
of confronting difficult realities, whether related to war, personal loss, or
trauma.

The poem also serves as a reminder of the importance of memorialization and
reflection in healing societal wounds. Komunyakaa’s nuanced approach avoids
glorifying war, instead offering a raw and honest depiction of its human
cost.

Tips for Interpreting “Facing It” in Your Own
Analysis

e Focus on imagery: Pay close attention to how Komunyakaa uses reflective
surfaces and visual metaphors to blur the line between past and present.

e Consider tone shifts: Notice how the speaker’s mood fluctuates,
revealing the complexity of emotions tied to trauma and remembrance.

e Explore symbolism: Look beyond the literal to see how elements like the
memorial and reflections represent broader ideas about memory and
identity.

e Connect to historical context: Understanding the Vietnam War and the
significance of the memorial can deepen your appreciation of the poem’s

themes.

e Reflect on personal response: Think about how the poem’s exploration of



grief and survival might resonate with your own experiences or
observations.

The Emotional Journey Embedded in Facing It
Poem Analysis

One of the most compelling aspects revealed through facing it poem analysis
is the emotional journey the speaker undergoes. The poem is not just about
viewing a memorial; it’s about confronting the invisible scars left by war.
The speaker’s initial encounter with the wall is marked by a mixture of
numbness and disbelief. As he progresses, there is a shift toward
recognition, grief, and a bittersweet acceptance.

This emotional layering is what makes “Facing It” so profound and relatable.
It captures the internal conflict many veterans face: honoring the memories
of those lost while grappling with the survivor’s guilt and personal trauma
that remain long after the physical battle has ended.

Final Thoughts on Facing It Poem Analysis

Exploring “Facing It” through detailed analysis reveals why Yusef
Komunyakaa’s poem continues to resonate with readers and scholars alike. Its
vivid imagery, emotional honesty, and thematic depth combine to create a
moving tribute to the complexities of war memory. By engaging with the poem,
readers gain insight not only into the Vietnam War’s legacy but also into the
universal human experience of loss and the search for meaning amid pain.

Whether you’re a student, poetry enthusiast, or someone interested in the
impact of war on the human psyche, “Facing It” offers a powerful lens through
which to examine the enduring effects of trauma and the healing power of
remembrance.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of the poem 'Facing It' by
Yusef Komunyakaa?

The central theme of 'Facing It' is the personal and collective trauma
experienced by Vietnam War veterans, exploring memory, loss, and the struggle
to confront painful past experiences.

How does Yusef Komunyakaa use imagery in 'Facing It'
to convey the emotional impact of the Vietnam War?

Komunyakaa employs vivid and reflective imagery, such as the black granite
wall reflecting the speaker's face, to symbolize the intertwining of past and
present, highlighting the lingering emotional scars and the haunting nature
of war memories.



What is the significance of the Vietnam Veterans
Memorial in the poem 'Facing It'?

The Vietnam Veterans Memorial serves as a powerful symbol of remembrance and
confrontation with the past. It acts as a physical and emotional space where
the speaker grapples with grief, identity, and the collective memory of those
who died in the war.

How does the poem 'Facing It' explore the theme of
identity and self-reflection?

The poem explores identity through the speaker's reflection in the memorial’s
polished surface, blurring the lines between himself and the etched names,
suggesting an internal struggle to reconcile his experiences and survivor's
guilt with his sense of self.

What role does tone play in 'Facing It' and how does
it affect the reader's understanding of the poem?

The tone of 'Facing It' is somber, contemplative, and at times conflicted,
which draws the reader into the speaker’s emotional complexity and the heavy
burden of remembrance, enhancing the empathetic connection to the trauma of
war veterans.

How does the structure of 'Facing It' contribute to
its overall meaning?

The poem’s free verse structure allows for a natural, conversational flow
that mirrors the speaker's stream of consciousness as he processes his
emotions, emphasizing the personal and fragmented nature of memory and
trauma.

In what ways does 'Facing It' address the concept of
healing after war?

While 'Facing It' acknowledges the deep wounds caused by war, it also subtly
suggests the possibility of healing through remembrance and facing one’s
past, as the speaker engages directly with the memorial and his memories,
indicating a step towards acceptance.

Additional Resources

Facing It Poem Analysis: A Profound Exploration of Memory and Trauma

facing it poem analysis delves into the complex emotional landscape of Yusef
Komunyakaa’s renowned poem, which reflects on the deeply personal and
collective experiences of Vietnam War veterans. This poem stands as a
poignant narrative that captures the nuanced confrontation with past trauma,
memory, and the ongoing struggle to reconcile with history. Through a
meticulous examination of its themes, imagery, structure, and tone, this
analysis unpacks the layers of meaning embedded within "Facing It," offering
insights into why it remains a significant work in contemporary American
poetry.



In-depth Analysis of "Facing It"

Yusef Komunyakaa’s "Facing It" is a reflective and evocative poem that
centers on the speaker’s visit to the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in
Washington, D.C. The poem opens with a vivid description of the speaker’s
encounter with the reflective black granite wall inscribed with the names of
thousands of soldiers who died or went missing during the war. This opening
scene sets the tone for the poem’s exploration of memory’s fragility and the
emotional weight carried by survivors.

The poem’s narrative voice is deeply personal, yet it resonates with a
universal sense of loss and remembrance. Komunyakaa employs a first-person
perspective to bring immediacy and intimacy to the experience of confronting
the past. The use of the present tense throughout the poem emphasizes the
ongoing nature of trauma, suggesting that the wounds of war remain fresh
despite the passage of time.

Themes and Symbolism

At the core of "Facing It" lies the theme of memory and the challenges
inherent in confronting painful history. The Vietnam Veterans Memorial serves
as both a literal and metaphorical mirror, reflecting not only the physical
faces of those lost but also the emotional scars carried by survivors. The
poem grapples with the duality of remembrance—honoring the dead while
confronting the pain their absence evokes.

Another prominent theme is the struggle with identity and survivor’s guilt.
The speaker’s reflections reveal a tension between the desire to remember and
the impulse to avoid reliving trauma. This internal conflict is symbolized
through the imagery of the reflective surface, which simultaneously reveals
and distorts the speaker’s image.

Komunyakaa’s use of symbolism enriches the poem’s emotional complexity. For
instance, the "black granite" wall symbolizes both the weight of grief and
the permanence of loss. The wall’s reflective quality allows the speaker to
see himself alongside the names, blurring the boundaries between past and
present, self and other.

Imagery and Language

The poem’s imagery is strikingly visual and tactile, engaging multiple senses
to create a vivid emotional experience. Komunyakaa’s choice of words such as
“glossy,” “black,” and “shiny” evoke the physicality of the memorial, while
also suggesting a depth beyond its surface appearance.

One of the poem’s most powerful images is the speaker’s hand touching the
wall, a gesture that conveys longing, connection, and sorrow. This tactile
interaction underscores the human need to reach out and make sense of loss
through physical contact and presence.

Komunyakaa’s language is both simple and profound, avoiding overly complex
vocabulary in favor of evocative phrases that communicate raw emotion. The
conversational tone invites readers into the speaker’s internal dialogue,
fostering empathy and understanding.



Structure and Form

"Facing It" is composed in free verse, a form that mirrors the poem’s
reflective and fragmented nature. The lack of a strict rhyme scheme or meter
allows Komunyakaa to capture the spontaneous flow of memory and emotion.

The poem is organized into short stanzas that break the narrative into
moments of observation and introspection. This structure reflects the
speaker’s shifting focus between the external environment of the memorial and
the internal world of memory and feeling.

The poem’s pacing is deliberate, with pauses and enjambments that mimic the
hesitant, sometimes painful process of remembrance. This stylistic choice
enhances the sense of vulnerability and authenticity in the speaker’s voice.

Contextualizing "Facing It" within War Poetry

"Facing It" occupies a unique place in the canon of war poetry, particularly
as a work that addresses the Vietnam War—a conflict often characterized by
its contentious legacy and complex societal reactions. Unlike traditional war
poems that may focus on battlefield heroism or patriotic sacrifice,
Komunyakaa’s poem offers a more nuanced and personal perspective.

In comparison to earlier war poets like Wilfred Owen or Siegfried Sassoon,
who chronicled the horrors of World War I, Komunyakaa'’s work reflects the
fragmented and ambivalent nature of the Vietnam War experience. The poem
touches on themes of alienation and the difficulty of reintegration faced by
many veterans, highlighting the psychological aftermath rather than glorified
combat.

Moreover, "Facing It" contributes to the dialogue about how societies
remember and memorialize conflict. The Vietnam Veterans Memorial itself was a
subject of controversy, initially criticized for its minimalist design and
perceived lack of traditional heroism. Komunyakaa’s poem, by focusing on
personal connection to the memorial, helps to humanize and validate the
emotional significance of this site.

Comparative Elements

When compared with other Vietnam War poetry, such as works by Tim O’Brien or
Bruce Weigl, "Facing It" stands out for its meditative tone and focus on
memory’s reflective nature. While some poems from this era adopt a more
confrontational or political stance, Komunyakaa’'s approach is contemplative,
emphasizing internal struggle and reconciliation.

This poem also contrasts with the often graphic and visceral imagery common
in war literature. Instead, it relies on subtle symbolism and sensory details
to evoke the emotional landscape, demonstrating the varied ways that poets
grapple with trauma.



Significance and Impact

The enduring popularity of "Facing It" can be attributed to its universal
themes and empathetic portrayal of a difficult subject. It resonates not only
with veterans but also with anyone who has experienced loss or the challenge
of confronting painful memories.

Educationally, the poem is frequently studied in American literature and
history courses as a tool for understanding the human dimension of war beyond
statistics and political narratives. Its accessibility and emotional depth
make it a valuable resource for fostering discussions about memory, healing,
and the complexities of historical legacy.

Furthermore, "Facing It" has inspired numerous artistic interpretations,
including visual art and performance readings, underscoring its cultural
relevance beyond the written word.

In examining this poem through a comprehensive lens, it becomes clear that
Yusef Komunyakaa's "Facing It" is more than a simple elegy; it is a profound
meditation on the ways individuals and societies engage with past trauma. Its
rich imagery, thoughtful structure, and emotional honesty ensure its place as
a significant work in the landscape of contemporary poetry.

Facing It Poem Analysis

facing it poem analysis: The Narratological Analysis of Lyric Poetry Peter Hithn, Jens
Kiefer, 2011-08-11 This study offers a fresh approach to the theory and practice of poetry criticism
from a narratological perspective. Arguing that lyric poems share basic constituents of narration
with prose fiction, namely temporal sequentiality of events and verbal mediation, the authors
propose the transgeneric application of narratology to the poetic genre with the aim of utilizing the
sophisticated framework of narratological categories for a more precise and complex modeling of
the poetic text. On this basis, the study provides a new impetus to the neglected field of poetic
theory as well as to methodology. The practical value of such an approach is then demonstrated by
detailed model analyses of canonical English poems from all major periods between the 16th and the
20th centuries. The comparative discussion of these analyses draws general conclusions about the
specifics of narrative structures in lyric poetry in contrast to prose fiction.

facing it poem analysis: A Study Guide for Wilfred Owen's "Dulce et Decorum Est" Gale,
Cengage Learning, 2016 A Study Guide for Wilfred Owen's Dulce et Decorum Est, excerpted from
Gale's acclaimed Poetry for Students. This concise study guide includes plot summary; character
analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for further reading; and
much more. For any literature project, trust Poetry for Students for all of your research needs.

facing it poem analysis: Advanced Higher English: Textual Analysis (with advice on Creative
Writing) Ann Bridges, Susan MacDonald, 2016-12-12 The only book to support the compulsory
Textual Analysis component of Advanced Higher English. Written by subject experts, this book
contains short extracts of prose fiction, non-fiction, poetry and drama with analysis and commentary
to assist students' understanding and their ability to critically assess their reading of literature.
Short writing tasks, linked to the analysis of particular techniques, help to develop aspects of
creative writing skills. The Textual Analysis component forms a compulsory section of the Advanced
Higher English syllabus and accounts for 20% of the final grade; the portfolio (which can include
creative writing) accounts for 30%. Practice and improvement in these areas is therefore vital to



https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-146/facing-it-poem-analysis.pdf

achieving the best possible result. - Offers a wide selection of materials for study and practice,
including fiction, poetry, drama and non-fiction - Includes exam-style extracts and questions, with
advice and sample answers provided online, free of charge - Demonstrates practical means of
improving creative writing skills by re-crafting and refining the techniques demonstrated in the
extracts

facing it poem analysis: Reading and Writing Poetry with Teenagers Fredric Lown, Judith W.
Steinbergh, 1996 This versatile volume combines examples of poetry from historical and
contemporary masters with high school writing. Each chapter contains poems for reading aloud,
poems for discussion, models for writing exercises, samples of student poems, and a bibliography for
extended reading. Many teachers use Reading and Writing Poetry with Teenagers across disciplines.
Writing exercises include: Animals as Symbols Family Portraits in Words Of War and Peace Writing
Song Lyrics as an Expression of Social Protest

facing it poem analysis: Analysis of William Wordsworth's "London, 1802" Hans Niehues,
2016-05-31 Essay from the year 2014 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies -
Literature, grade: 1,3, Ruhr-University of Bochum (Anglistik), language: English, abstract: The
sonnet London, 1802 by William Wordsworth, first published in 1807 (Wordsworth 64), deals with
the speaker's criticism of the political, religious and socioeconomic state of England at the beginning
of the 19th century which is juxtaposed by an idealization of the English poet John Milton as a writer
and a member of English society in the 17th century. London 1802 is part of a group of poems that
are generally referred to as Wordsworth's Sonnets on Independence and Liberty. Like other sonnets
of this group it illustrates Wordsworth's advance from the poet of rapturous impulse to the poet of
duty and fortitude and thus, his turn towards a reflection on political and socioeconomic issues of his
contemporary time in his poetry (130). In this regard Wordsworth uses form and content in London,
1802 to express this criticism and to call for change in the English society of his time. In terms of
form, the poem can be regarded as a Petrarchan sonnet. As such, the form of London, 1802 already
establishes an intertextual reference to John Milton who also often uses the pattern of the
Petrarchan sonnet in his poems like in On his Blindness. Sarker argues that in particular
Wordsworth's sonnets reflect his literary inspiration by John Milton's style as a writer. Wordsworth's
sonnet contains 14 lines and is subdivided into an octave, which is consisting of two quatrains (1. 1-4;
1. 5-8), and a sestet (1. 9-14). The rhyme scheme of the poem also matches the form of the Petrarchan
sonnet. While the two quatrains have an embracing rhyme (a b b a; a b b a) and corresponding
cadenzas (female, male, male, female; female, male, male, female) the sestet rhymes cd d e c e and
each of the lines ends with a male cadenza. The rhymes and the cadenzas structure the poem and
underline its thematic subdivision into two different sense units: a negative description of
contemporary England in the first (1. 1-8) and the idealization of John Milton as a fictive potential
liberator of England in the second sense unit (1. 9-14).

facing it poem analysis: A Study Guide for Yusef Komunyakaa's "Facing It" Gale, Cengage
Learning, 2016 A Study Guide for Yusef Komunyakaa's Facing It, excerpted from Gale's acclaimed
Poetry for Students. This concise study guide includes plot summary; character analysis; author
biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for further reading; and much more. For
any literature project, trust Poetry for Students for all of your research needs.

facing it poem analysis: Race in the College Classroom Maureen T. Reddy, Bonnie TuSmith,
2002 Winner of the 2003 American Educational Studies Association Critics' Choice Awards Winner
of the 2003 Gustavus Myers Outstanding Book Award Did affirmative action programs solve the
problem of race on American college campuses, as several recent books would have us believe? If so,
why does talking about race in anything more than a superficial way make so many students
uncomfortable? Written by college instructors from many disciplines, this volume of essays takes a
bold first step toward a nationwide conversation. Each of the twenty-nine contributors addresses one
central question: what are the challenges facing a college professor who believes that teaching
responsibly requires an honest and searching examination of race? Professors from the humanities,
social sciences, sciences, and education consider topics such as how the classroom environment is



structured by race; the temptation to retreat from challenging students when faced with possible
reprisals in the form of complaints or negative evaluations; the implications of using standardized
evaluations in faculty tenure and promotion when the course subject is intimately connected with
race; and the varying ways in which white faculty and faculty of color are impacted by teaching
about race.

facing it poem analysis: The Poems of W.B. Yeats Peter McDonald, 2020-08-18 In this
multi-volume edition, the poetry of W.B. Yeats (1865-1939) is presented in full, with
newly-established texts and detailed, wide-ranging commentary. Yeats began to write verse in the
nineteenth century, and over time his own arrangements of poems repeatedly revised and
rearranged both texts and canon. This edition of Yeats’s poetry presents all his verse, both published
and unpublished, including a generous selection of textual variants from the many manuscript and
printed sources. The edition also supplies the most extensive commentary on Yeats’s poetry to date,
explaining specific references, and setting poems in their contexts; it also gives an account of the
vast range of both literary and historical influences at work on the verse. The poems are presented
in order of composition, and major revisions or rewritings of poems result in separate inclusions (in
chronological sequence) for these writings as they were subsequently reconceived by the poet. This
first volume collects Yeats’s poetry of the 1880s, from his ambitious and extensive juvenilia
(including hitherto little-noticed dramatic poems) to his earliest published pieces, leading to his first
substantial book of verse. The pastoral romance of classically-inflected early work like “The Island of
Statues’ is succeeded in these years by the Irish mythic material that finds its largest canvas in the
mini-epic ‘The Wanderings of Oisin’. In Yeats’s work through the 1880s, an adolescent poet’s
youthful absorption in Romantic poetry is replaced by a commitment to esoteric religious
speculation and Irish political nationalism. This edition allows readers to see Yeats’s emergence as a
poet step by step in compelling detail in relation to his literary influences - including, significantly,
the Anglo-Irish poetry of the nineteenth century. The commentary provides an extensive view of
Yeats’s developing personal, cultural, and historical worlds as the poems gain in maturity and depth.
From the first attempts at verse of a teenage boy to the fully accomplished writings of an original
poet standing on the verge of popular success with poems such as ‘The Lake Isle of Innisfree’,
Yeats’s poetry is displayed here in unprecedented fullness and detail.

facing it poem analysis: Seamus Heaney ]. Hall, A. Crowder, 2007-04-25 This volume of
twelve essays aims to comprehensively represent the abundance and variety of both Heaney's
writing and scholarship on Heaney's writing. Attention is given not only to his poetry but also to his
translations and his prose. The essays foreground his internationalism and the complementary
international interest in his writing.

facing it poem analysis: Jungian Psychoanalysis Murray Stein, 2010-09-17 Written by 40 of
the most notable Jungian psychoanalysts — spanning 11 countries, and boasting decades of study
and expertise — Jungian Psychoanalysis represents the pinnacle of Jungian thought. This handbook
brings up to date the perspectives in the field of clinically applied analytical psychology, centering
on five areas of interest: the fundamental goals of Jungian psychoanalysis, the methods of treatment
used in pursuit of these goals, reflections on the analytic process, the training of future analysts, and
special issues, such as working with trauma victims, handicapped patients, or children and
adolescents, and emergent religious and spiritual issues. Discussing not only the history of Jungian
analysis but its present and future applications, this book marks a major contribution to the
worldwide study of psychoanalysis.

facing it poem analysis: Oral Interpretation Timothy Gura, Benjamin Powell, 2018-08-06 In
its 13th Edition, the iconic Oral Interpretation continues to prepare students to analyze and perform
literature through an accessible, step-by-step process. New selections join classic favorites, and
chapters devoted to specific genres—narrative, poetry, group performance, and more—explore the
unique challenges of each form. Now tighter and more focused than its predecessors, this edition
highlights movements in contemporary culture—especially the contributions of social media to
current communication. New writings offer advice and strategies for maximizing body and voice in



performance, and enhanced devices guide novices in performance preparation.

facing it poem analysis: The Scriptorium and Library at Monte Cassino, 1058-1105
Francis Newton, 1999-04-29 In all the history of hand-written books, one of the most distinctive and
handsome scripts is that of the abbey of Monte Cassino. This study examines for the first time in
detail the development of this script during the Abbey's greatest period of wealth and influence,
under Desiderius (abbot 1058-1087) and his successor Oderisius (abbot 1087-1105). The
characteristic Cassinese hand was established long before, but in this period it was transformed into
what is today considered its classic form. The present study rests on a fresh examination of many
details of the Beneventan (South Italian) script in aspects incompletely studied before. It aims to
provide a new history of Monte Cassino as a writing centre and to offer a context for many unique or
valuable texts manuscripts that it processed.

facing it poem analysis: The Books behind the Masks Anthony Spalinger, 2021-08-30 The
study of the ancient Egyptian military and warfare now encompasses the background court society
in which the various eulogies drawn up for the glorification of the kings were composed. This study
proceeds from a previous analysis of the leadership characteristics of the military pharaohs to their
underlying war records to the literary compositions that the pharaohs had drawn up for their
glorification. A study of these court-inspired accounts fits within the overarching new perspectives of
royally directed and inspired ancient Egyptian literature. The historical background covers the New
Kingdom pharaohs Kamose, Thutmose III, Ramesses II and III, with Merenptah, plus Pianchy. The
concentration is primarily upon the narrative structures employed in each of these king’s
monumental inscriptions.

facing it poem analysis: Editing Emily Dickinson Lena Christensen, 2007-10-18 Editing Emily
Dickinson considers the processes through which Dickinson's work has been edited in the twentieth
century and how such editorial processes contribute specifically to the production of Emily
Dickinson as author. The posthumous editing of her handwritten manuscripts into the conventions of
the book and the electronic archive has been informed by editors' assumptions about the literary
work; at stake is fundamentally what a Dickinson poem may be, or, rather, how we may approach
such an object.

facing it poem analysis: Twentieth-Century Irish Literature Aaron Kelly, 2008-06-02 This
Guide surveys existing criticism and theory, making clear the key critical debates, themes and issues
surrounding a wide variety of Irish poets, playwrights and novelists. It relates Irish literature to
debates surrounding issues such as national identity, modernity and the Revival period, armed
struggle, gender, sexuality and post colonialism.

facing it poem analysis: The Bedford Guide for College Writers with Reader, Research
Manual, and Handbook X. J. Kennedy, Dorothy M. Kennedy, Marcia F. Muth, 2011-01-06 With its
process-oriented rhetoric, provocative thematic reader, up-to-date research manual, and
comprehensive handbook, The Bedford Guide for College Writers gives your students the tools they
need to succeed as writers -- all in one book. Each of the book's four main components has been
carefully developed to provide an engaging, well-coordinated guide for student writers. This
edition's new, more open design and sharper focus on active learning do even more to help students
develop transferable skills. The Bedford Guide for College Writers prepares students to be the
confident, resourceful, and independent writers they will need to be.

facing it poem analysis: Robert Penn Warren, Critic Charlotte H. Beck, 2006 Using a
largely chronological approach, Charlotte Beck has carefully traced the evolution of Warren's
criticism, focusing on seminal examples of the critical books, essays, and introductions that Warren
produced over a period of almost seventy years. Her conclusions often run counter to previous
evaluations of Warren's criticism, especially to those that complacently link Warren to Cleanth
Brooks, his lifelong friend and collaborator, and to New Criticism in general. Beck demonstrates that
Warren consistently treats writers holistically, taking into account biographical as well as historical
data, to account for their entire body of work, rather than focusing on a single literary text.--Jacket.

facing it poem analysis: Semiotics and City Poetics Mary Coghill, 2022-12-05 Roman Jakobson




stands alone in his semiotic theory of poetic analysis which combines semiotics, linguistics and
structuralist poetics. This groundbreaking book proposes methods for developing Jakobson'’s
theories of communication and poetic function. It provides an extensive range of examples of the
kinds of Formalist praxis that have been neglected in recent years, developing them for the analysis
of all poetry but, especially, the poetry of our urban future. Throughout the book the parameters of a
city poetic genre are proposed and established; the book also develops the theory of the function of
shifters and deixis with special reference to women as narrators. It also instantiates an experimental
poetic praxis based on the work of one of Jakobson’s great influences, Charles Sanders Peirce.
Steadfastly adhering to the text in itself, this volume reveals the often surprising, hitherto
unconsidered structural and semiotic patterns within poems as a whole.

facing it poem analysis: Rhetorical Criticism and the Poetry of the Book of Job P. van der
Lugt, 2021-11-29 Rhetorical Criticism and the Poetry of the Book of Job deals with the structure and
meaning of the poems we find in Job 3-42,6. It is demonstrated that these poems exhibit a consistent
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