
examples of technological determinism
Examples of Technological Determinism: How Technology Shapes Society

Examples of technological determinism illustrate the powerful ways in which
technology influences and often directs the course of societal development.
This concept, which suggests that technological innovation drives social
change and cultural values, invites us to explore the intricate relationship
between tools we create and the lives we lead. Understanding these examples
not only helps us grasp historical shifts but also sheds light on current and
future transformations.

What Is Technological Determinism?

Before diving into specific examples, it’s helpful to clarify what
technological determinism means. At its core, technological determinism is
the theory that technology is the primary driver of social structures and
cultural values. According to this view, the introduction of new technologies
triggers changes in how societies function, often independently of social or
political influences.

While some scholars argue for a more nuanced perspective, recognizing human
agency and social context, examples of technological determinism abound
throughout history and modern life. These examples provide a lens through
which we can analyze the impact of inventions ranging from the printing press
to social media platforms.

Historical Examples of Technological
Determinism

The Printing Press and the Spread of Knowledge

One of the most cited historical examples of technological determinism is the
invention of the printing press by Johannes Gutenberg in the 15th century.
Before its emergence, books were painstakingly copied by hand, limiting
access to knowledge to a privileged few. The printing press revolutionized
the dissemination of information, making books affordable and widely
available.

This technological breakthrough triggered widespread social changes,
including the Protestant Reformation and the Renaissance. It altered power
dynamics by empowering individuals with access to information, challenging
established authorities like the Church and monarchies. The printing press



exemplifies how a technology can redefine cultural and social structures.

The Industrial Revolution and Urbanization

Another compelling example comes from the Industrial Revolution in the 18th
and 19th centuries. The development of mechanized manufacturing technologies,
such as the steam engine and power loom, fundamentally transformed economies
and societies. These innovations led to the rise of factories, mass
production, and significant shifts in labor.

Technological determinism is evident here as these inventions drove massive
urbanization, changing family structures, social interactions, and even
political movements. The shift from agrarian lifestyles to industrial cities
was largely propelled by new machinery and production methods, demonstrating
technology’s role in shaping human environments.

Modern Examples of Technological Determinism in
the Digital Age

The Internet and Global Connectivity

Fast forward to the late 20th and early 21st centuries, and the internet
stands out as a quintessential modern example of technological determinism.
This global network transformed communication, commerce, entertainment, and
education, reshaping virtually every facet of daily life.

The internet has altered how people interact, breaking down geographical
barriers and enabling instant access to information. It has influenced social
movements, political campaigns, and even the nature of work through remote
collaboration tools. These sweeping changes underscore the internet’s
deterministic impact on society, where the technology itself sets new norms
and expectations.

Smartphones and Social Behavior

Smartphones, with their combination of computing power, connectivity, and
portability, have dramatically altered human behavior and social
relationships. Their introduction has shifted how people communicate, access
media, and even perceive time and space.

Examples of technological determinism are clear in how smartphones encourage
constant connectivity, changing social etiquette and attention spans. The



rise of apps and social media platforms tied to these devices has redefined
social interaction, mental health considerations, and even political
discourse, illustrating technology’s shaping force on culture.

Implications of Technological Determinism in
Society

Changing Work Environments

Technological advances continually reshape the workplace. Automation,
artificial intelligence, and robotics are examples of technologies driving
changes in job types, required skills, and organizational structures. Often,
these technologies lead to both opportunities and challenges—creating new
industries while disrupting old ones.

This reflects technological determinism because the technology itself pushes
society to adapt by redefining labor and economic participation. Workers and
policymakers must respond to these changes, but the initial impetus arises
from technological innovation.

Education and Learning Paradigms

Education is another area deeply influenced by technological determinism. The
introduction of educational software, online courses, and digital classrooms
has transformed how knowledge is delivered and consumed. Technology enables
personalized learning experiences, access to global resources, and new forms
of collaboration.

As with other examples, these shifts are often driven by technological
possibilities that reshape educational goals and methods, forcing
institutions and learners to evolve accordingly.

Critiques and Nuances Around Technological
Determinism

While many examples highlight how technology shapes society, it’s important
to remember that this relationship is complex. Critics of technological
determinism argue that social, political, and cultural contexts also
influence how technology is developed and adopted. Human agency plays a
crucial role in shaping technology’s impact.



Still, the examples mentioned reveal that technology often acts as a catalyst
for change, setting parameters within which societies operate. Recognizing
this helps policymakers, businesses, and individuals anticipate and navigate
the effects of technological progress.

Looking Ahead: Emerging Technologies and Their
Potential Impact

Emerging technologies like artificial intelligence, blockchain, and
biotechnology offer fresh examples of technological determinism in action.
AI, for instance, is transforming industries, decision-making processes, and
even ethical considerations. Blockchain challenges traditional financial and
governance models, while biotech advances raise questions about human
enhancement and privacy.

Keeping an eye on these developments reveals how technology continues to
drive societal evolution. Understanding past and present examples of
technological determinism equips us to better handle these future
transformations.

Technology is more than just tools; it is a powerful force shaping how we
live, work, and relate to one another. By studying examples of technological
determinism, we gain insight into the dynamic interplay between innovation
and society—a relationship that will only grow more significant in the years
to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is technological determinism?
Technological determinism is the theory that technology development drives
social and cultural change, shaping society's structure and values.

Can you give an example of technological determinism
in history?
The Industrial Revolution is a classic example where the advent of machinery
and industrial technology fundamentally transformed social organization and
economic systems.

How does the invention of the internet illustrate
technological determinism?
The internet's creation has drastically changed communication, commerce, and



information dissemination, illustrating how technology can determine new
social behaviors and norms.

Is the rise of smartphones an example of
technological determinism?
Yes, smartphones have reshaped daily life, influencing social interaction,
work habits, and access to information, highlighting technology's role in
societal change.

How did the printing press demonstrate technological
determinism?
The printing press revolutionized information distribution, making knowledge
more accessible and fostering cultural and religious shifts like the
Renaissance and Reformation.

What role does technological determinism play in the
development of social media?
Social media technologies have altered communication patterns and social
dynamics, supporting the idea that technology drives new social forms and
behaviors.

Can the automation of jobs be seen as an example of
technological determinism?
Yes, automation technology influences economic structures and labor markets,
often determining shifts in employment and social organization.

How does the adoption of electric vehicles reflect
technological determinism?
Electric vehicle technology is pushing changes in energy consumption, urban
planning, and environmental policies, illustrating technology's impact on
societal direction.

Is the influence of television on culture an example
of technological determinism?
Television technology has shaped cultural norms, entertainment, and political
communication, demonstrating technology's power to influence social values
and practices.



How does technological determinism relate to the
development of artificial intelligence?
AI technology is transforming industries, ethical considerations, and human
interaction, showing how advancements in technology can determine future
societal structures.

Additional Resources
Examples of Technological Determinism: An Analytical Review

examples of technological determinism offer a compelling lens through which
to examine the intricate relationship between technology and society.
Technological determinism is a theory suggesting that technological
innovation drives social and cultural change, often positioning technology as
the primary force shaping human history and societal structures. This concept
has sparked considerable debate among scholars, policymakers, and
technologists alike, as it raises critical questions about agency, control,
and the direction of progress. By exploring concrete instances where
technology appears to dictate social evolution, we can better understand the
nuances and implications of this theory.

Understanding Technological Determinism

Technological determinism posits that technological development follows a
fixed, inevitable trajectory that influences societal organization, cultural
norms, and even individual behavior. Unlike social constructivist theories,
which emphasize human agency and social context in shaping technology,
technological determinism often views technology as an autonomous force. This
perspective can be traced back to early thinkers like Thorstein Veblen and
later popularized by scholars such as Marshall McLuhan and Jacques Ellul.

The debate around technological determinism centers on whether technology
shapes society or if society shapes technology—essentially, is technology the
cause or the effect? The spectrum ranges from strong determinism, asserting
technology as the dominant factor, to moderate views that acknowledge a
reciprocal relationship.

Prominent Examples of Technological Determinism

The Printing Press and the Renaissance

One of the earliest and most cited examples of technological determinism is



the invention of the printing press by Johannes Gutenberg in the 15th
century. This innovation dramatically transformed the dissemination of
information, facilitating the spread of literacy, scientific knowledge, and
religious ideas. The printing press is often credited with catalyzing the
Renaissance, the Reformation, and the Scientific Revolution.

From a technological determinist perspective, the printing press was not
merely a tool but a driver of profound social and intellectual change. It
altered the structure of society by empowering individuals with access to
information previously confined to elite circles. This example illustrates
how a single technological breakthrough can reshape cultural and intellectual
landscapes, reinforcing the determinist argument.

The Industrial Revolution and Mechanization

The Industrial Revolution in the 18th and 19th centuries offers another clear
example where technological advancements dictated social transformation.
Innovations in mechanization, such as the steam engine and textile machinery,
revolutionized production methods and labor systems. These changes led to
urbanization, shifts in economic power, and new class dynamics.

Technological determinism here manifests in the way machinery and industrial
processes dictated the pace and nature of social change. Entire communities
were restructured around factories, and the rise of industrial capitalism
redefined economic relationships. Critics, however, point out that social
factors like capital investment and labor movements also played crucial
roles, indicating a more complex interplay.

The Digital Revolution and the Internet

Contemporary examples of technological determinism prominently feature the
Digital Revolution and the rise of the internet. The rapid proliferation of
digital technologies has transformed communication, commerce, education, and
entertainment. The internet, in particular, has redefined social interaction
and information access on a global scale.

Advocates of technological determinism argue that digital technology
inherently drives social change by altering how humans connect and share
knowledge. The shift to online platforms has influenced political activism,
cultural expression, and even mental health. For instance, social media
algorithms shape public discourse and individual behavior, illustrating
technology’s shaping power.

Conversely, critics highlight that social, economic, and regulatory factors
also influence digital technology’s development and impact. Issues like
digital divides, privacy concerns, and content moderation reflect the complex
negotiation between technology and society.



Broader Themes in Examples of Technological
Determinism

Automation and the Workforce

The ongoing advancements in automation and artificial intelligence (AI)
provide fertile ground for examining technological determinism. Automation is
transforming industries from manufacturing to services, raising questions
about employment, skill requirements, and economic inequality.

In this context, technological determinism suggests that advances in AI and
robotics will inevitably redefine the labor market, potentially leading to
widespread job displacement. Studies by institutions like the OECD indicate
that approximately 14% of jobs are highly automatable, with 32% potentially
undergoing significant changes due to technology.

The determinist view emphasizes that technological capability drives these
shifts, compelling society to adapt. However, policy decisions, education
systems, and social safety nets profoundly influence outcomes, again
underscoring a dynamic interaction rather than unilateral technological
control.

Urban Development and Smart Cities

Smart city initiatives illustrate technological determinism by showcasing how
digital infrastructure and data analytics aim to transform urban living.
Technologies such as the Internet of Things (IoT), sensors, and AI-driven
management systems promise enhanced efficiency in transportation, energy use,
and public services.

Proponents argue that these technologies will inevitably shape city planning
and governance, creating more sustainable and responsive urban environments.
This vision of technological determinism implies a future where technology
dictates how cities evolve.

Yet, the success and direction of smart cities depend heavily on political
will, public participation, and ethical considerations, highlighting that
technology alone does not determine social outcomes.

Evaluating the Implications and Limitations

While examples of technological determinism provide valuable insights into
technology’s transformative potential, they also reveal the theory’s



limitations. A purely determinist approach risks oversimplifying complex
social phenomena and ignoring human agency, cultural practices, and economic
structures.

The relationship between technology and society is often cyclical and
contingent. Technologies emerge within specific social contexts and are
subsequently adopted, adapted, or resisted. For instance, mobile phone
technology has spread globally, but its social impact varies widely depending
on local customs, infrastructure, and regulatory environments.

Furthermore, ethical considerations and unintended consequences frequently
challenge deterministic assumptions. Technologies like facial recognition and
genetic editing raise questions that cannot be resolved by technology alone
but require societal deliberation.

Technological Determinism in Popular Culture and
Media

Often, media portrayals reinforce deterministic narratives by depicting
technology as an unstoppable force shaping human destiny. Science fiction
films and literature frequently explore themes where technology drives
societal collapse or utopia, reflecting cultural anxieties and hopes.

Examples include films like “The Matrix,” which imagines a world dominated by
AI, or “Her,” which explores human relationships with advanced technology.
These cultural artifacts influence public perceptions and contribute to
ongoing debates about technology’s role.

Conclusion

Examples of technological determinism span centuries and sectors, from the
printing press and industrial machinery to digital networks and AI. While
these instances highlight technology’s undeniable influence on social change,
they also invite critical analysis of the interplay between technological
innovation and human agency. Understanding this relationship in its full
complexity is essential for navigating future technological developments with
thoughtful, informed perspectives.

Examples Of Technological Determinism

  examples of technological determinism: Technology and the Changing Face of
Humanity Richard Feist, Rajesh Shukla, Chantal Beauvais, 2010 A philosophical examination of
technology's influence. It explores the relationship between technology and free will. Rejecting the

https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-146/examples-of-technological-determinism.pdf


notion of technology as a neutral addition to our lives, it also examines the type and degree of our
society's technological dependence.
  examples of technological determinism: Media Studies: Media history, media and society
Pieter Jacobus Fourie, 2007 While examining exactly who owns the media and who produces the
media, this text manages to encompass the systematic, critical, and analytical media in all its forms
and concludes that the media is one of the most important generators and disseminators of meaning
in contemporary society. Investigating the power relationships between the media and politics,
culture, economy, society, and above all, democracy, this resource is well-suited for anyone with an
interest in the modern role of media in society.
  examples of technological determinism: Media Studies: Institutions, theories, and issues
Pieter Jacobus Fourie, 2001 This outcomes-based textbook provides comprehensive information on
the makeup of media institutions, theories in media studies, and critical issues that face the media
today. With this guide media students learn the history of the media and learn how to keep up with
the latest trends and developments in broadcasting, printed press, and film. Outlined is how to
develop an internal media policy with company mission statements, news, and programming
policies. The relationship of the media to the economy, politics, and society and how the media
represents race, gender, violence, and terrorism are also discussed.
  examples of technological determinism: Foundations of Critical Media and Information
Studies Christian Fuchs, 2011-03-01 Foundations of Critical Media and Information Studies lays
down foundations for the analysis of media, information, and information technology in 21st century
information society, as well as introducing the theoretical and empirical tools necessary for the
critical study of media and information. Christian Fuchs shows the role classical critical theory can
play for analyzing the information society and the information economy, as well as analyzing the role
of the media and the information economy in economic development, the new imperialism, and the
new economic crisis. The book critically discusses transformations of the Internet (‘web 2.0’),
introduces the notion of alternative media as critical media, and shows the critical role media and
information technology can play in contemporary society. This book provides an excellent
introduction to the study of media, information technology, and information society, making it a
valuable reference tool for both undergraduate and postgraduate students of subjects such as Media
Studies, Sociology of Media, Social Theory, and New Media.
  examples of technological determinism: Technology and Society: A Philosophical Guide
James Gerrie, 2018-05-30 Technology and Society provides an up-to-date introduction to the basic
issues that have come to define the philosophy of technology: What is “technology”? Does technology
control our lives? What is technology’s relation to ethics? How does technology influence us? Is the
widespread belief in technological progress justified? Later sections of the book examine the
application of philosophy of technology to social issues such as climate change, urban sprawl, and
automation. Major issues and arguments are presented in an accessible and non-technical fashion,
giving the reader a firm foundation in the field.
  examples of technological determinism: Technology and Society, second edition
Deborah G. Johnson, Jameson M. Wetmore, 2021-08-24 Writings by thinkers ranging from Rokeya
Sakhawat Hossain to Bruno Latour that focus on the interconnections of technology, society, and
values. Technological change does not happen in a vacuum; decisions about which technologies to
develop, fund, market, and use engage ideas about values as well as calculations of costs and
benefits. In order to influence the development of technology for the better, we must first
understand how technology and society are inextricably bound together. These writings--by thinkers
ranging from Bruno Latour to Francis Fukuyama--help us do just that, examining how people shape
technology and how technology shapes people. This second edition updates the original significantly,
offering twenty-one new essays along with fifteen from the first edition. The book first presents
visions of the future that range from technological utopias to cautionary tales and then introduces
several major STS theories. It examines human and social values and how they are embedded in
technological choices and explores the interesting and subtle complexities of the technology-society



relationship. Remedying a gap in earlier theorizing in the field, many of the texts illustrate how race
and gender are intertwined with technology. Finally, the book offers a set of readings that focus on
the sociotechnical challenges we face today, treating topics that include cybersecurity,
geoengineering, and the myth of neutral technology.
  examples of technological determinism: Technology and Isolation Clive Lawson, 2017-03-30
Combining classic philosophical ideas with groundbreaking recent developments in ontology,
Lawson proposes a new ontology of technology, spanning several disciplines.
  examples of technological determinism: Philosophers of Technology Stig Børsen Hansen,
2020-09-07 Technology is increasingly subject of attention from philosophers. Philosophical
reflection on technology exhibits a wide and at times bewildering array of approaches and modes of
thought. This volume brings to light the development of three schools in the philosophy of
technology. Based on thorough introductions to Karl Marx', Martin Heidegger's and John Dewey's
thought about technology, the volume offers an in-depth account of the way thinkers in the critical,
the phenomenological and the pragmatic schools have respond to issues and challenges raised by
the works of the founders of these schools. Technologies in almost any aspect of human life is
potentially subject of philosophical treatment. To offer a focused demonstration of key arguments
and insights, the presentation of each school is concluded with a contribution to discussions of
educational technologies. In addition to philosophers seeking a valuable and clear structuring of a
still burgeoning field, the volume is of interest to those working with educational philosophy and
value sensitive design. „Stig Børsen Hansen’s book is a must for all interested in understanding the
development of the philosophy of technology and the relation of thoughts of thinkers that have
shaped the area. The author presents a new and refreshing take on the ideas from Marx to Marcuse,
from Dewey to Latour, and Heidegger to Borgmann. It will engage and hopefully provoke. Dr. Jan
Kyrre Berg Friis, University of Copenhagen
  examples of technological determinism: Contributions to Social Ontology Clive Lawson, John
Spiro Latsis, Nuno Martins, 2013-01-11 Recent years have seen a dramatic re-emergence of interest
in ontology. From philosophy and social sciences to artificial intelligence and computer science,
ontology is gaining interdisciplinary influence as a popular tool for applied research. Contributions
to Social Ontology focuses specifically on these developments within the social sciences. The
contributions reveal that this revived interest in social ontology involves far more than an
unquestioning acceptance or application of the concepts and methods of academic philosophers.
Instead as ontology permeates so many new areas, social ontology itself is evolving in new and
fascinating ways. This book engages with these new developments, pushing it forward with
cutting-edge new material from leading authors in this area, from Roy Bhaskar to Margaret Archer.
It also explicitly analyzes the relationship between the new ontological projects and the more
traditional approaches. This book will be of great interest to students and researchers alike across
the social sciences and particularly in philosophy, economics and sociology.
  examples of technological determinism: Rethinking the Industrial Revolution Michael
Andrew Žmolek, 2013-08-19 In Rethinking the Industrial Revolution: Five Centuries of Transition
from Agrarian to Industrial Capitalism in England, Michael Andrew Žmolek offers the first in-depth
study of the evolution of English manufacturing from the feudal and early modern periods within the
context of the development of agrarian capitalism. With an emphasis on the relationship between
Parliament and working Britons, this work challenges readers to 'rethink' the common perception of
the role of the state in the first industrial revolution as essentially passive. The work chronicles how
a long train of struggles led by artisans resisting efforts by employers to transform production along
capitalist lines, prompted employers to appeal to the state to suppress this resistance by coercion.
  examples of technological determinism: Sociology in Perspective Mark Kirby, 2000 This text,
specifically for AQA specifications, is designed to be easy and encouraging for students to use. The
book contains updated material and activities together with a new chapter on study skills. It also
indicates clearly where activities meet the new evidence requirements for key skills.
  examples of technological determinism: Young Children in Digital Society Susan



Edwards, Leon Straker, 2025-06-02 Moving the conversation about young children and digital
technologies away beyond “good” or “bad”, Susan Edwards and Leon Straker present an innovative
perspective to educators, researchers, and communities on how to support young children to learn
and thrive safely in a digital society. This book marks a turning point in research concerning young
children and technologies. Instead of focussing on the impacts of technology on children in ways that
generate conflicting information, advice, and opinions, this book centres on understanding how
children live, learn, and play in digital society, and how the adults in their lives can actively create
opportunities that support them to participate safely so that they can thrive. Based on a
groundbreaking research project in partnership with industry, this text showcases the development
of well-designed end-user content and materials, such as videos, infographics, and books, that best
support young children and their adults living, learning, and playing in digital society. It includes
practical examples for early childhood educators and broader communities, such as ways to promote
physical activity with digital technologies, support children with online safety, facilitate peer
relationships using technologies, and engage in digital play for learning. For a closer look into the
additional resources and support available, visit https://youngchildrendigitalsociety.com.au/. A
refreshing perspective on young children and digital technology, this book is set to become a
foundational text for early childhood educators, policy makers, and communities.
  examples of technological determinism: Marxism Christian Fuchs, 2019-11-21 This
introductory text is a critical theory toolkit on how to how to make use of Karl Marx’s ideas in media,
communication, and cultural studies. Karl Marx’s ideas remain of crucial relevance, and in this
short, student-friendly book, leading expert Christian Fuchs introduces Marx to the reader by
discussing 15 of his key concepts and showing how they matter for understanding the digital and
communicative capitalism that shapes human life in twenty-first century society. Key concepts
covered include: the dialectic, materialism, commodities, capital, capitalism, labour, surplus-value,
the working class, alienation, means of communication, the general intellect, ideology, socialism,
communism, and class struggles. Students taking courses in Media, Culture and Society;
Communication Theory; Media Economics; Political Communication; and Cultural Studies will find
Fuchs' concise introduction an essential guide to Marx.
  examples of technological determinism: Critical Discourse Studies and Technology Ian
Roderick, 2016-06-16 Making a new contribution to the developing field of multimodal critical
discourse studies, Ian Roderick's book demonstrates how technologies that tend to be widely
represented as innovative, or as simple pragmatic solutions, are always anchored in power relations
and are therefore deeply ideological. A series of examples analysing technologies such as robotics,
smart phones or bio-medicine, their functioning and uses, as well as their representations in the
media, show that these are embedded within discourses that tell us about social and power relations,
identities and political values. The book takes a tour of everyday technologies and how they are
represented in different settings. A Disney theme park attraction showing how technology has
improved family life makes many assumptions about what is natural in terms of interpersonal
relations, pleasure and satisfaction. Advertisements that represent robot workers inform us about
the kinds of worker-management relations now characterising work places. Roderick looks at the
way that technologies, while often represented as divorced from their production and maintenance,
as objects of wonder, need to be seen within a fabric of social relations that tends to be supressed
from how we see them as part of a wider technological fetishism. Engaging with existing theories of
technology, the book argues that we must take a more interdisciplinary approach to avoid the
pitfalls of social constructivism and technological determinism. Our experiences of technologies are
shaped through the relationship between knowledge, practices and institutional forms.
  examples of technological determinism: The Impact of Artificial Intelligence in
Radiology Adam E. M. Eltorai, H. Henry Guo, 2024-12-27 Implementation of artificial intelligence
(AI) in radiology is an important topic of discussion. Advances in AI—which encompass machine
learning, artificial neural networks, and deep learning—are increasingly being applied to diagnostic
imaging. While some posit radiologists are irreplaceable, certain AI proponents have proposed to



stop training radiologists now. By compiling perspectives from experts from various backgrounds,
this book explores the current state of AI efforts in radiology along with the clinical, financial,
technological, and societal perspectives on the role and expected impact of AI in radiology.
  examples of technological determinism: Digitalization and Social Change Kristine Ask,
Roger Andre Søraa, 2023-12-20 Digitalization is shaping our everyday lives, yet navigating the
changes it entails can feel like trekking into the unknown, where both the possibilities and the
consequences are unclear and difficult to grasp. Exploring how digitalization affects all aspects of
our lives, from health to culture, this book aims to develop and strengthen the reader’s ability to
think critically about such developments. Written in a clear and concise manner with reference to
science fiction and pop culture, this book presents potent theoretical perspectives for understanding
digitalization processes as societal change. Various exercises are included throughout to encourage
readers to critically explore digitalization in their own lives. Replete with illustrations and examples,
this book is an accessible guide to digitalization in the modern societal context, appealing to
students at the undergraduate level as well as general readership.
  examples of technological determinism: (De)Automating the Future , 2024-09-02 Much has
been written about the prospects of automation in recent years. While many have raised concerns
over the threat of technological mass unemployment, others have anticipated a fully automated
communist utopia which will provide material abundance to everyone. (De)Automating the Future
gathers chapters that critically investigate automation’s ambivalences from inter-disciplinary
Marxist perspectives. The contributions raise questions about automation’s affordances for
postcapitalism, its transformation of manual and mental labour, and its role in the intensification of
class antagonisms and exploitation.
  examples of technological determinism: The COVID-19 Pandemic Eleftheria Egel, Cheryl
Patton, 2023-11-25 The COVID-19 Pandemic will be seen as having had a profound effect on how we
live and work, as well its economic and health repercussions. But it also brought ethical issues and
challenges into focus, from ‘Fake News’ to issues of individual freedom. This edited collection
addresses these issues and others, including vaccine distribution, incentivization, administration,
and mandates; the unprecedented challenges faced by healthcare workers; crisis communication
and response conundrums: and societal burdens. This is a companion book to Ethical Implications of
COVID-19 Management: Evaluating the Aftershock, also published by Ethics International Press.
  examples of technological determinism: The Bloomsbury Handbook of Technology
Education David Gill, Dawne Irving-Bell, Matt McLain, David Wooff, 2023-04-20 The Bloomsbury
Handbook of Technology Education draws together international perspectives on contemporary
praxis in technology education from philosophy to empirical research. Through carefully
commissioned chapters, leading authors explore the fundamentals of technology education,
curriculum and pedagogy. Chapters discuss technology education as it can be experienced by
children and young people, inside and outside of the classroom, across the world, as well as the
importance of technology and the history and philosophical origins of technology education.
Carefully curated, this is an innovative and exciting volume for students, teachers, teacher
educators, researchers, lecturers and professors in technology education.
  examples of technological determinism: Technology and Cultural Values Peter D.
Hershock, Marietta Stepaniants, Roger T. Ames, 2003-10-31 Recent history makes clear that the
quantum leaps being made in technology are the leading edge of a groundswell of paradigm shifts
taking place in science, politics, economics, social institutions, and the expression of cultural values.
Indeed it is the simultaneity and interdependence of these changes occurring in every dimension of
human experience and endeavor that makes the present so historically distinctive. The essays
gathered here give voice to perspectives on the always improvised relationship between technology
and cultural values from Africa, the Americas, Asia, Australia, Europe, and the Pacific. Contributors:
Syed Muhammad Naquib Al-Attas, Roger T. Ames,Yoko Arisaka, Carl Becker, Francesca Bray, James
Buchanan, Arindam Chakrabarti, Frank W. Derringh, Rolf Elberfeld, Charles Ess, Andrew Feenberg,
Susantha Goonatilake, H. Jiuan Heng, Peter Hershock, Thomas P. Kasulis, George Khushf, David



Farrell Krell, Joel J. Kupperman, William R. LaFleur, Lois Ann Lorentzen, David Loy, Joseph
Margolis, Hans-Georg Möller, Robert Cummings Neville, Peimin Ni, Monica Atieno Opole, Kuruvilla
Pandikattu SJ, Helen Petrovsky, Ramon Sentmartí, Kristin Shrader-Frechette, Vasanthi Srinivasan,
Marietta Stepaniants, Vyacheslav S. Stiopin, Henk ten Have, Paul B.Thompson, Mary Tiles, David
B.Wong.
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