
english syntax roderick jacobs

English Syntax Roderick Jacobs: Exploring the Depths of Sentence Structure
and Grammar

english syntax roderick jacobs is a phrase that brings to mind the intricate
study of how words combine to form meaningful sentences in the English
language. For linguists, educators, and language enthusiasts, understanding
English syntax is crucial, and scholars like Roderick Jacobs have contributed
valuable insights into this complex field. In this article, we will delve
into the nuances of English syntax, the contributions of Roderick Jacobs, and
why their work remains relevant in modern linguistic studies.

Who is Roderick Jacobs and What Is His Role in
English Syntax?

Roderick Jacobs is a respected figure in the realm of linguistics,
particularly known for his research and teaching on English syntax. His work
sheds light on the structural patterns that govern sentence formation, which
is fundamental for grasping how English functions at a deeper level beyond
vocabulary and semantics.

In academic circles, Jacobs is appreciated for his ability to make the often
abstract rules of syntax accessible and applicable. He bridges theoretical
concepts with practical examples, enabling students and researchers to better
understand sentence structure, phrase hierarchy, and grammatical
relationships.

The Importance of Syntax in Language Learning

Before diving deeper into Jacobs’ contributions, it’s worth reflecting on why
syntax matters so much. Syntax refers to the set of rules, principles, and
processes that dictate the arrangement of words in sentences. Without syntax,
communication would be chaotic, and meaning could easily become ambiguous.

For learners of English as a second language, mastering syntax is essential
for producing coherent and grammatically correct sentences. Roderick Jacobs
emphasizes that a solid grasp of syntax helps learners not only speak and
write correctly but also understand complex texts more effectively.

Key Concepts in English Syntax Highlighted by
Roderick Jacobs

Jacobs’ work often explores the foundational building blocks of English
syntax. Here are some of the key topics he focuses on:



Phrase Structure Rules

One of the cornerstones of English syntax is understanding how phrases are
constructed. Jacobs explains that phrases — like noun phrases (NP), verb
phrases (VP), adjective phrases (AP), and prepositional phrases (PP) — serve
as the core units of sentence structure.

For example, a noun phrase might be as simple as "the cat" or more complex
like "the small black cat on the mat." Jacobs illustrates how syntax governs
the order and hierarchy of words within these phrases to convey precise
meaning.

Transformational Grammar

Jacobs also delves into transformational grammar, a theory introduced by Noam
Chomsky but expanded upon by many linguists, including Jacobs. This theory
explains how deep structures in sentences can be transformed into surface
structures — the sentences we actually speak or write.

For example, active voice sentences like "The dog chased the ball" can
transform into passive voice: "The ball was chased by the dog." Jacobs points
out that understanding these transformations is vital for interpreting and
generating varied sentence forms.

Sentence Types and Their Functions

In his discussions, Jacobs categorizes sentences based on their function:
declarative, interrogative, imperative, and exclamatory. He provides insights
into how syntax changes depending on the type of sentence, such as subject-
auxiliary inversion in questions ("Are you coming?") or the omission of
subjects in commands ("Close the door").

Applying Roderick Jacobs’ Syntax Insights in
Teaching and Learning

One of the remarkable aspects of Jacobs’ approach is its practicality. His
insights are not just theoretical; they offer tangible benefits for teaching
English grammar and syntax.

Enhancing Sentence Construction Skills

By studying the syntax principles outlined by Jacobs, learners can improve
their sentence construction. For example, understanding the placement of
modifiers, the use of connectors, and the role of auxiliary verbs helps
students construct sentences that are both grammatically correct and
stylistically effective.



Decoding Complex Sentences

English syntax can become challenging when dealing with complex sentences
involving relative clauses, subordinators, or multiple embedded phrases.
Jacobs’ explanations help learners break down these structures into
manageable parts, making comprehension and production easier.

Improving Writing Clarity and Style

Beyond grammar accuracy, Jacobs stresses the role of syntax in enhancing
clarity and style. Varied sentence structures, appropriate use of passive
voice, and strategic placement of emphasis can transform dull writing into
engaging prose.

Common Syntax Challenges Addressed by Roderick
Jacobs

English syntax is rife with potential pitfalls, especially for non-native
speakers. Jacobs highlights several common issues and offers strategies to
overcome them.

Word Order Variations

English typically follows a Subject-Verb-Object (SVO) order, but deviations
can cause confusion. Jacobs explains how questions, negations, and emphasis
can alter this order, and why mastering these variations is essential for
fluency.

Agreement and Concord

Subject-verb agreement is a fundamental syntax rule that can trip up
learners. Jacobs emphasizes understanding the relationship between subjects
and verbs, especially with collective nouns, indefinite pronouns, and
compound subjects.

Ambiguity and Syntax

Sometimes, sentences can be ambiguous because of their syntactic structure.
Jacobs discusses how different syntactic interpretations can lead to multiple
meanings and how context and punctuation help resolve ambiguity.

Integrating Modern Linguistic Tools with



Jacobs’ Syntax Framework

With advances in technology, syntax analysis has gained new tools such as
corpus linguistics, parsing software, and AI-driven grammar checkers. Jacobs
encourages combining traditional syntactic theory with these tools to deepen
understanding and application.

For example, parsing tools can visually break down sentences into their
syntactic components, aligning well with Jacobs’ phrase structure
explanations. This integration is especially beneficial for students who
thrive with visual and interactive learning methods.

Syntax in the Digital Age

Jacobs also reflects on how syntax studies influence natural language
processing (NLP), machine translation, and voice recognition technologies. A
strong syntactic framework enables these systems to interpret human language
more accurately, highlighting the practical importance of syntax research
today.

Expanding Your English Syntax Knowledge: Tips
Inspired by Roderick Jacobs

If you’re keen to enhance your understanding of English syntax in the spirit
of Roderick Jacobs’ work, here are some practical tips:

Read syntactic analyses: Explore academic papers or textbooks that break1.
down sentences structurally to see syntax in action.

Practice sentence diagramming: Visualizing sentence components can2.
clarify complex syntax relationships.

Write varied sentence types: Experiment with different sentence3.
constructions to build flexibility and style.

Use language learning apps: Many apps incorporate syntax exercises that4.
reinforce grammatical structures.

Engage in discussions: Talking about syntax concepts with peers or5.
instructors can deepen your comprehension.

By following these strategies, inspired by Jacobs’ clear and methodical
approach, learners and educators alike can demystify English syntax and make
language mastery more attainable.

Exploring English syntax through the lens of Roderick Jacobs offers a rich
and rewarding journey into how language works beneath the surface. Whether
you are a student, teacher, or language enthusiast, understanding syntax is
key to unlocking the full potential of English communication. The insights
from Jacobs’ work continue to illuminate this path, making the complexities



of syntax more approachable and meaningful.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Roderick Jacobs in the field of English
syntax?

Roderick Jacobs is a scholar known for his contributions to the study of
English syntax, particularly in the areas of syntactic theory and linguistic
analysis.

What are the main areas of research for Roderick
Jacobs regarding English syntax?

Roderick Jacobs focuses on syntactic structures, phrase hierarchy, and the
interface between syntax and semantics in English.

Has Roderick Jacobs published any influential works
on English syntax?

Yes, Roderick Jacobs has authored several influential papers and books that
address key issues in English syntax, including syntactic theory and the
nature of syntactic representations.

How does Roderick Jacobs approach the study of
English syntax?

Roderick Jacobs employs formal syntactic frameworks, often within generative
grammar, to analyze sentence structure and syntactic phenomena in English.

What is an example of a syntactic concept studied by
Roderick Jacobs?

One example is the study of phrase structure rules and how constituents are
organized within English sentences, which Roderick Jacobs has explored in his
research.

Does Roderick Jacobs focus only on English syntax or
other languages as well?

While Roderick Jacobs is primarily known for his work on English syntax, he
also examines cross-linguistic syntactic patterns to compare and contrast
syntactic principles.

Where can I find academic publications by Roderick
Jacobs on English syntax?

Academic publications by Roderick Jacobs can be found in linguistic journals,
university repositories, and platforms like ResearchGate or Google Scholar.



What impact has Roderick Jacobs had on modern
syntactic theory?

Roderick Jacobs has contributed to refining syntactic theory by providing
detailed analyses of English syntax that have influenced subsequent research
and theoretical developments.

Are there any courses or lectures by Roderick Jacobs
on English syntax available online?

Some universities may offer courses or guest lectures by Roderick Jacobs, and
occasionally, recordings or materials may be available online through
academic platforms or institutional websites.

Additional Resources
English Syntax Roderick Jacobs: A Detailed Examination of His Contributions
to Linguistics

english syntax roderick jacobs stands as a noteworthy phrase within the field
of linguistics, particularly among scholars and students dedicated to
understanding the structure and rules governing English sentence
construction. Roderick Jacobs, an influential figure in syntactic theory, has
contributed significantly to the study and teaching of English syntax,
blending traditional approaches with modern theoretical insights. This
article delves deeply into his work, analyzing its impact on linguistic
scholarship and how it fits into the broader landscape of English syntax
research.

Understanding English Syntax Through the Lens
of Roderick Jacobs

Roderick Jacobs has established himself as a critical voice in syntax, the
branch of linguistics focused on how words combine to form phrases and
sentences. His approach often emphasizes clarity and accessibility, making
complex syntactic concepts more approachable for both novice learners and
experienced linguists. English syntax roderick jacobs is frequently
referenced in academic circles due to his methodical breakdown of sentence
structures and his innovative perspectives on syntactic hierarchies.

His work addresses fundamental questions about sentence formation, word
order, and syntactic dependencies in English. Unlike some theorists who
prioritize abstract formalism, Jacobs integrates empirical data with
theoretical models, providing a balanced view that appeals to a wide
audience. This dual focus has allowed his contributions to resonate well
beyond purely academic settings, influencing language education and
computational linguistics alike.

Key Features of Roderick Jacobs' Approach to English



Syntax

Several characteristics distinguish Roderick Jacobs’ treatment of English
syntax from other linguistic frameworks:

Empirical Grounding: Jacobs supports his syntactic analyses with
extensive corpus data, ensuring his theories align with actual language
use rather than purely hypothetical constructs.

Integration of Traditional and Modern Theories: While rooted in
generative grammar, Jacobs incorporates insights from functionalist and
cognitive linguistic perspectives, providing a comprehensive
understanding of syntactic phenomena.

Focus on Sentence Complexity: His work pays particular attention to
complex sentence structures, including embedded clauses, coordination,
and subordination, areas that are often challenging for learners of
English.

Pedagogical Clarity: English syntax roderick jacobs is often cited in
educational contexts because of his clear explanations and practical
examples, which aid in teaching syntax effectively.

These features underscore why his work has become a staple reference in
courses on English syntax, as well as in linguistic research that examines
sentence structure and grammatical relations.

Comparative Perspectives: Jacobs Versus Other
Syntax Theorists

To appreciate the unique contributions of Roderick Jacobs, it is useful to
compare his theories with those of other prominent syntacticians such as Noam
Chomsky, Joan Bresnan, and Geoffrey Pullum.

Jacobs and Chomsky: Formalism vs. Empiricism

Noam Chomsky’s generative grammar revolutionized linguistic theory by
proposing an innate universal grammar underlying all languages. Jacobs builds
on this foundation but diverges by placing greater emphasis on empirical
validation. Where Chomsky’s early work leaned heavily on abstract competence,
Jacobs advocates for the inclusion of performance data and real-world
language use, making his approach more descriptive and adaptable.

Functionalism in Jacobs' Syntax

Joan Bresnan’s work in Lexical Functional Grammar (LFG) and other
functionalist approaches highlights the role of syntax in communication and
meaning. Jacobs echoes this sentiment by integrating functional



considerations into his syntactic models, emphasizing how sentence structure
facilitates effective communication. This blend of formal and functional
perspectives enriches the study of English syntax by balancing rule-based
structures with pragmatic language use.

Pedagogical Advantages Compared to Traditional
Grammar

Geoffrey Pullum, known for his descriptive and prescriptive critiques of
English grammar, offers a more skeptical view of traditional grammar
instruction. Jacobs, while critical of oversimplified rules, provides a
framework that bridges the gap between formal linguistic theory and practical
grammar teaching. This makes his work particularly valuable for educators
seeking to improve English syntax instruction without sacrificing scientific
rigor.

Applications and Relevance of English Syntax
Roderick Jacobs

The influence of English syntax roderick jacobs extends beyond theoretical
linguistics into several practical domains:

Language Education

Jacobs’ clear and well-structured explanations make his research a prime
resource for language teachers and curriculum developers. His emphasis on
sentence complexity equips educators to address common learner difficulties,
such as mastering subordinate clauses and understanding syntactic ambiguity.

Computational Linguistics and Natural Language
Processing (NLP)

In the realm of NLP, syntactic analysis is crucial for tasks like parsing,
machine translation, and sentiment analysis. Jacobs’ empirically grounded
models provide insights that can be leveraged to improve algorithmic
understanding of English sentence structure, enhancing computational accuracy
and efficiency.

Linguistic Research and Syntax Theory Development

Scholars continue to build on Jacobs’ integrative approach, using his
frameworks as a springboard for exploring cross-linguistic syntax
comparisons, diachronic syntactic changes, and interface phenomena between
syntax and semantics.



Challenges and Critiques

No theoretical approach is without its critiques, and English syntax roderick
jacobs is no exception. Some linguists argue that his empiricism may lead to
descriptive excesses, potentially complicating syntactic models with too much
reliance on corpus data. Others feel that the blending of formal and
functional theories might dilute the precision of purely generative
frameworks.

However, these critiques highlight an ongoing tension in syntactic theory
between idealized models and real-world language data—a tension Jacobs’ work
actively engages with. His balanced stance continues to provoke discussion
and innovation in the field.

The study of English syntax remains a dynamic and evolving discipline, with
Roderick Jacobs playing a pivotal role in shaping contemporary understanding.
His work’s synthesis of theory, data, and pedagogy ensures that it remains
relevant both within academic circles and in practical applications across
education and technology. As linguistics advances, the insights and
methodologies associated with English syntax roderick jacobs will likely
continue to inspire future research and teaching strategies.

English Syntax Roderick Jacobs

  english syntax roderick jacobs: English Syntax Roderick A. Jacobs, 1995-01 This text
presents the basic principles underlying English sentence structure. It incorporates the most recent
theoretical and applied linguistic research, yet keeps technical apparatus and terminology to a
minimum.
  english syntax roderick jacobs: The Syntax of Time Jacqueline Guéron, Jacqueline Lecarme,
2004 A collection of recent studies by leading scholars that examines the syntactic analysis of time
from varying perspectives.
  english syntax roderick jacobs: The Blackwell Companion to Syntax Martin Everaert,
Henk Van Riemsdijk, 2008-04-15 *** Pre-Order The Wiley Blackwell Companion to Syntax, second
edition, publishing December 2017. Find out more at www.companiontosyntax.com *** This
long-awaited reference work marks the culmination of numerous years of research and international
collaboration by the world's leading syntacticians. There exists no other comparable collection of
research that documents the development of syntax in this way. Under the editorial direction of
Martin Everaert and Henk van Riemsdijk, this 5 volume set comprises 70 case studies commissioned
specifically for this volume. The 80 contributors are drawn from an international group of
prestigious linguists, including Joe Emonds, Sandra Chung, Susan Rothstein, Adriana Belletti, Jim
Huang, Howard Lasnik, and Marcel den Dikken, among many others. A unique collection of 70
newly-commissioned case studies, offering access to research completed over the last 40 years.
Brings together the world’s leading syntacticians to provide a large and diverse number of case
studies in the field. Explores a comprehensive range of syntax topics from an historical perspective.
Investigates empirical domains which have been well-documented and which have played a
prominent role in theoretical syntax at some stage in the development of generative grammar.
Serves as a research tool for not only theoretical linguistics but also the various forms of applied
linguistics. Contains an accessible alphabetical structure, with an index integral to each volume
featuring keywords and key figures. Each multi-volume set is also accompanied by a CD Rom of the
entire Companion. Like the prestigious Blackwell Handbooks in Linguistics series, this multi-volume
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work, in the new The Wiley Blackwell Companions to Linguistics series, can be relied upon to deliver
the quality and expertise with which Blackwell Publishing’s linguistics list is associated.
  english syntax roderick jacobs: The Wiley Blackwell Companion to Syntax, 8 Volume Set
Martin Everaert, Henk Van Riemsdijk, 2017-12-26 An invaluable reference tool for students and
researchers in theoretical linguistics, The Wiley Blackwell Companion to Syntax, Second Edition has
been updated to incorporate the last 10 years of syntactic research and expanded to include a wider
array of important case studies in the syntax of a broad array of languages. A revised and expanded
edition of this invaluable reference tool for students and researchers in linguistics, now
incorporating the last 10 years of syntactic research Contains over 120 chapters that explain,
analyze, and contextualize important empirical studies within syntax over the last 50 years Charts
the development and historiography of syntactic theory with coverage of the most important
subdomains of syntax Brings together cutting-edge contributions from a global group of linguists
under the editorship of two esteemed syntacticians Provides an essential and unparalleled collection
of research within the field of syntax, available both online and across 8 print volumes This work is
also available as an online resource at www.companiontosyntax.com
  english syntax roderick jacobs: A Concise Introduction to Syntactic Theory Elizabeth A.
Cowper, 2009-06-15 This textbook is intended to give students a quick start in using theory to
address syntactic questions. At each stage, Cowper is careful to introduce a theoretical apparatus
that is no more complex than is required to deal with the phenomenon under consideration.
Comprehensive and up-to-date, this accessible volume will also provide an excellent refresher for
linguists returning to the study of Government-Binding theory. Cowper exhibits the analytical
devices of current principles-and-parameters approaches, takes readers carefully through the
central elements of grammatical theory (including very recent work), and ushers them selectively
into the technical literature. . . . A serious introduction for those who want to know the nuts and
bolts of syntactic theory and to see why linguists are so excited these days.—David Lightfoot,
University of Maryland An excellent short introduction to the Government and Binding model of
syntactic theory. . . . Cowper's work succeeds in teaching syntactic argumentation and in showing
the conceptual reasons behind specific proposals in modern syntactic theory.—Jaklin Kornfilt,
Syracuse University
  english syntax roderick jacobs: The Syntax of Nominalizations across Languages and
Frameworks Artemis Alexiadou, Monika Rathert, 2010-09-22 The volume explores the syntax of
nominalizations, focusing on deverbal and deadjectival nominalizations, but also discussing the
syntax of genitives and the syntax of distinct readings of nominalizations. The volume investigates
the morpholgy-syntax interface as well as the semantics-syntax interface in the domain of
nominalizations. The theoretical frameworks include distributed morphology, and minimalist syntax.
Data from a variety of languages are taken into consideration, e.g. Hebrew, Bulgarian, Serbian,
French, Spanish, German and English.
  english syntax roderick jacobs: Radical Construction Grammar William Croft, 2001-10-25
This book is based on the results of research in language typology, and motivated by the need for a
theory to explain them. The essence of the approach is (a) that almost all aspects of grammatical
structure are language specific, and (b) that language universals are to be found in conceptual
structure and in the mapping of conceptual structure on to linguistic form. It proposes intimate links
between syntactic and semantic structures, and argues that the basic elements of any language are
not syntactic but syntactic-semantic 'Gestalts'. Professor Croft puts forward a new approach to
syntactic representation and a new model of how language and languages work. He covers a wide
range of syntactic phenomena, illustrating these with examples that show the varied grammatical
structures of the world's languages. The book will be accessible all linguists at graduate level and
beyond.
  english syntax roderick jacobs: Syntax Andrew Carnie, 2013-04-02 Building on the success of
the bestselling first edition, the second edition of this textbook provides a comprehensive and
accessible introduction to the major issues in Principles and Parameters syntactic theory, including



phrase structure, the lexicon, case theory, movement, and locality conditions. Includes new and
extended problem sets in every chapter, all of which have been annotated for level and skill type
Features three new chapters on advanced topics including vP shells, object shells, control, gapping
and ellipsis and an additional chapter on advanced topics in binding Offers a brief survey of both
Lexical-Functional Grammar and Head-Driven Phrase Structure Grammar Succeeds in strengthening
the reader's foundational knowledge, and prepares them for more advanced study Supported by an
instructor's manual and online resources for students and instructors, available at
www.blackwellpublishing.com/carnie
  english syntax roderick jacobs: From Pseudo-relatives to Causative Constructions Mara
Frascarelli, Giorgia Di Lorenzo, 2022-09-15 This volume proposes a novel structural analysis for
causative constructions, offering a solution for the long-standing mono/bi-clausal dualism.
Causatives are claimed to instantiate a ‘complex object’ construction, insofar as the causee is not
only the subject of the lexical verb, but also a participant that is related to the whole event.
Furthermore, the analysis reveals that the realization of causatives implies a crucial interplay with
the pseudo-relative construction, a much-debated structure as well. Data from Scandinavian
languages are highlighted, through the results of an experimental test on the scope of negation and
adverbs supporting the present analysis. The book offers a cross-linguistic perspective as it
discusses the relevant constructions in languages including Italian, English, French, Portuguese and
Spanish.
  english syntax roderick jacobs: Cross-linguistic Investigations of Nominalization
Patterns Ileana Paul, 2014-02-15 The chapters in this volume address current topics in the
morphology, syntax, and semantics of nominalizations, drawing on a range of typologically and
geographically diverse languages. Nominalizations represent a long-standing puzzle to linguists:
How is a noun, such as destruction, related to the verb destroy? The semantic parallel between the
deverbal nominalization and its related verb suggests that there is a close connection between the
two. This volume contributes to the ongoing debates on how to capture this connection and how to
account for the apparent mixed categorical status of nominalizations. This volume is essential for
students and researchers interested in the morphology-syntax and syntax-semantics interfaces.
  english syntax roderick jacobs: Principles of Syntactic Reconstruction Gisella Ferraresi,
Maria Goldbach, 2008 This is a collection of state-of-the-art papers in the field of syntactic
reconstruction. It treats a range of topics which are representative of current debates in historical
syntax. The novelty and merit of the present book is, the editors believe, that, in contrast to most
previous work on diachronic syntax, it combines the perspectives of the traditional philological
research on syntactic reconstruction with the insights of modern syntactic theory, as it is
emphasised in the Foreword by Giuseppe Longobardi. The volume includes articles by
well-recognized researchers in historical linguistics with a focus on syntactic change. In the present
volume syntactic reconstruction is discussed from a variety of angles, including historical linguistics,
phenomena of language contact, generative approaches as well as typological and variationist
research. In the articles, languages from a diverse range of families are discussed, including
Indo-European, North and South Caucasian, Sino-Tibetan, and Turkic.
  english syntax roderick jacobs: Modern Syntax Andrew Carnie, 2011-01-13 This practical
coursebook introduces all the basics of modern syntactic analysis in a simple step-by-step fashion.
Each unit is constructed so that the reader discovers new ideas, formulates hypotheses and practises
fundamentals. The reader is presented with short sections of explanation with examples, followed by
practice exercises. Feedback and comment sections follow to enable students to monitor their
progress. No previous background in syntax is assumed. Students move through all the key topics in
the field including features, rules of combination and displacement, empty categories, and
subcategorization. The theoretical perspective in this work is unique, drawing together the best
ideas from three major syntactic frameworks (minimalism, HPSG and LFG). Students using this book
will learn fundamentals in such a way that they can easily go on to pursue further study in any of
these frameworks.



  english syntax roderick jacobs: An Introduction to Language and Linguistics Christopher J.
Hall, 2005-12-20 'Christopher Hall's book is the best new introduction to linguistics that I have seen
in decades. It is engagingly written without talking down to the reader and it covers all the subparts
of the field in a comprehensive and even-handed manner. I plan to use it the next time that I teach
an introductory course at Washington.' Professor Frederick J. Newmeyer, University of Washington
'With apt examples from novels and newspapers, courtroom trials and telephone conversations, the
lowly and the mighty, his book repeatedly startles as it casts light on language. This is a bright,
humorous, and completely accessible tour of 21st-century linguistics.' Professor Edward Finegan,
University of Southern California This book introduces the fundamentals of human language from a
linguistic point of view, using examples drawn from everyday life to aid comprehension, and
encouraging critical thinking throughout. Besides presenting the fundamental building blocks of
language and explaining how these function, the book also introduces other key elements of the
discipline of linguistics, including language acquisition, applied linguistics, psycholinguistics and
discourse analysis. Packed full of examples, this is the ideal introduction to language for those who
are interested in studying linguistics, have already started a course, or just want to study at home.
  english syntax roderick jacobs: Exploring the Syntax-Semantics Interface Robert D. Van
Valin, 2005-07-07 Language is a system of communication in which grammatical structures function
to express meaning in context. While all languages can achieve the same basic communicative ends,
they each use different means to achieve them, particularly in the divergent ways that syntax,
semantics and pragmatics interact across languages. This book looks in detail at how structure,
meaning, and communicative function interact in human languages. Working within the framework
of Role and Reference Grammar (RRG), Van Valin proposes a set of rules, called the 'linking
algorithm', which relates syntactic and semantic representations to each other, with
discourse-pragmatics playing a role in the linking. Using this model, he discusses the full range of
grammatical phenomena, including the structures of simple and complex sentences, verb and
argument structure, voice, reflexivization and extraction restrictions. Clearly written and
comprehensive, this book will be welcomed by all those working on the interface between syntax,
semantics and pragmatics.
  english syntax roderick jacobs: Studies in Comparative Germanic Syntax Höskuldur
Thräinsson, Samuel David Epstein, Steve Peter, 2001-11-30 O. THE CONTENTS OF THIS VOLUME
AND THE FIELD OF COMPARATIVE GERMANIC SYNTAX Comparati ve synchronic and diachronic
syntax has become an increasingly popular and fruitful research area over the past 10-15 years. A
central reason for this is that recent developments in linguistic theory have made it possible to
formulate explicit and testable hypotheses concerning syntactic universals and cross-linguistic varia-
tion. Here we refer to the so-called Principles-and-Parameters approaches (see Chomsky 1981a,
1982, 1986a, and also Williams 1987, Freidin 1991, Chomsky and Lasnik 1993, and references cited
in these works). It may even be fair to say that the Government-Binding framework (first outlined by
Chomsky 1981b)-a spe- cific instantiation of the Principles-and-Parameters approach-has been more
influential than any other theoretical syntactic framework. Since 1984, syntacticians investigating
the formal properties of Germanic languages have, as an international effort, organized workshops
on comparative Germanic syntax. The first was held at the University of Trondheim in Trondheim,
Norway (1984), the second at the University of Iceland in Reykjavik, Iceland (1985), the third at the
University of Abo in Abo, Finland (1986), the fourth at McGill University, Montreal, Canada (1987),
the fifth in Groningen, The Nether- lands (1988), the sixth in Lund, Sweden (1989), the seventh in
Stuttgart, Germany (1991), the eighth in Troms, Norway (1992), the ninth at Harvard University,
Cambridge, USA (1994), the tenth at the Catholic University in Brussels, Belgium (1995), and the
eleventh at Rutgers University, New Brunswick, USA (1995).
  english syntax roderick jacobs: Manual of Deixis in Romance Languages Konstanze
Jungbluth, Federica Da Milano, 2015-10-16 Deixis as a field of research has generated increased
interest in recent years. It is crucial for a number of different subdisciplines: pragmatics, semantics,
cognitive and contrastive linguistics, to name just a few. The subject is of particular interest to



experts and students, philosophers, teachers, philologists, and psychologists interested in the study
of their language or in comparing linguistic structures. The different deictic structures – not only the
items themselves, but also the oppositions between them – reflect the fact that neither the notions of
space, time, person nor our use of them are identical cross-culturally. This diversity is not restricted
to the difference between languages, but also appears among related dialects and language
varieties. This volume will provide an overview of the field, focusing on Romance languages, but also
reaching beyond this perspective. Chapters on diachronic developments (language change),
comparisons with other (non-)European languages, and on interfaces with neighboring fields of
interest are also included. The editors and authors hope that readers, regardless of their familiarity
with Romance languages, will gain new insights into deixis in general, and into the similarities and
differences among deictic structures used in the languages of the world.
  english syntax roderick jacobs: Insubordination Nicholas Evans, Honoré Watanabe,
2016-11-18 The phenomenon of insubordination can be defined diachronically as the recruitment of
main clause structures from subordinate structures, or synchronically as the independent use of
constructions exhibiting characteristics of subordinate clauses. Long marginalised as uncomfortable
exceptions, insubordinated clause phenomena turn out to be surprisingly widespread, and provide a
vital empirical testing ground for various central theoretical issues in current linguistics – the
interplay of langue and parole, the emergence of structure, the question of where productive
syntactic rules give way to constructions, the role of prosody in language change, and the question
of how far grammars are produced by isolated speakers as opposed to being collaboratively
constructed in dialogue. This volume – the first book-length treatment on the topic – assembles
studies of languages on all continents, by scholars who bring a range of approaches to bear on the
topic, from historical linguistics to corpus studies to typology to conversational analysis.
  english syntax roderick jacobs: Linguistics Victoria A. Fromkin, 2013-04-19 Linguistics: An
Introduction to Linguistic Theory is a textbook, written for introductory courses in linguistic theory
for undergraduate linguistics majors and first-year graduate students, by twelve major figures in the
field, each bringing their expertise to one of the core areas of the field - morphology, syntax,
semantics, phonetics, phonology, and language acquisition. In each section the book is concerned
with discussing the underlying principles common to all languages, showing how these are revealed
in language acquisition and in the specific grammars of the world's languages. Key book features:
Written by twelve linguists all internationally recognized as leaders in their fields of specialization.
Exercises and data-analysis problems within and at end of each chapter help students learn what it
means to actually do linguistics. Includes the latest developments in theoretical linguistics; for
example, Optimality Theory. Other pedagogical tools include: extensive glossary of key terms,
chapter summaries, further reading lists.
  english syntax roderick jacobs: Nominalization Artemis Alexiadou, Hagit Borer, 2020 This
volume explores the progress of cross-linguistic research into the structure of complex nominals
since the publication of Chomsky's 'Remarks on Nominalization' in 1970. The contributors take stock
of developments in this area and offer new perspectives based on data from a wide range of
typologically diverse languages.
  english syntax roderick jacobs: Minimalist Interfaces Yosuke Sato, 2010-06-17 This
monograph explores the interface between syntax and its related components through in-depth
investigation of a sizable portion of the grammar of Indonesian and Javanese. It can be read on two
levels. Theoretically, it proposes the minimalist interface thesis that syntax-external linguistic
interfaces are endowed with domain-specific operations (insertion, deletion, and type shifting) to
legitimize an otherwise non-convergent result of the syntactic derivation for phonological and
semantic interpretation. Empirically, the monograph substantiates this thesis from detailed analyses
of four phenomena (reduplication, active voice morphology, P-stranding under sluicing, and nominal
denotation). The study not only contains a wealth of new insights into comparative syntax from the
perspective of Indonesian and Javanese, but also necessitates serious reconsideration of the common
view of the interfaces as merely ornamental components of natural language grammar. The



monograph should appeal to syntacticians, linguists interested in linguistic interfaces and the
organization of grammar, and researchers on Austronesian languages.
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