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communion a TRUE story whitley strieber is a phrase that immediately brings to mind one of the most

intriguing and controversial accounts of alien encounters in modern literature. Whitley Strieber’s 1987

book, *Communion*, has captivated readers for decades, blending autobiography with the mysterious

and otherworldly. But what makes this story so compelling, and why does it continue to spark debate

among skeptics and believers alike? Let’s dive deeper into the world of *Communion*, exploring its

origins, themes, and lasting impact.

The Origins of Communion: Whitley Strieber’s Personal

Encounter

Whitley Strieber was a successful author primarily known for his horror novels before the publication of

*Communion*. However, his life took a dramatic turn when he began experiencing strange, unsettling

events in the early 1980s. These encounters, which he initially struggled to explain, became the

foundation for the book.

The Night of the First Experience

In December 1985, Strieber reported a terrifying event at his cabin in upstate New York. He described

waking up to strange lights and beings in his bedroom—entities that he would later identify as non-

human or extraterrestrial. The vividness and emotional intensity of this experience haunted him,

pushing him to investigate further.

Strieber’s descriptions were not typical alien abduction tales filled with the usual clichés. Instead, they



were deeply personal and psychological, focusing on the emotional and spiritual ramifications of the

encounters. This nuance helped *Communion* stand out from other UFO literature at the time.

Communion as a TRUE Story: The Debate on Authenticity

One of the most compelling aspects of *Communion* is its claim to be a true story. Strieber insists that

the events he describes are real, based on his memories and experiences. However, the book’s

blending of fact, memory, and interpretation has led to widespread debate.

Why Some Believe Whitley Strieber’s Account

- **First-person narrative**: Strieber writes from an intensely personal perspective, lending a sense of

authenticity to his story.

- **Psychological honesty**: Rather than sensationalizing, Strieber openly discusses his fears,

confusion, and doubts.

- **Consistency of experiences**: Over the years, Strieber has shared multiple accounts that align with

the themes introduced in *Communion*, adding credibility for some readers.

Why Skeptics Question the Story

- **Lack of corroborating evidence**: No physical proof or third-party witness accounts support

Strieber’s claims.

- **Possible psychological explanations**: Some experts suggest sleep paralysis, hallucinations, or

trauma could explain the experiences.

- **Blurring of reality and fiction**: As an accomplished fiction writer, critics argue that Strieber’s

narrative could be a form of creative expression rather than a strict memoir.



The Impact of Communion on UFO Culture and Literature

Regardless of its factual accuracy, *Communion* has had a profound influence on UFO culture and

alien abduction narratives. It helped popularize a new kind of alien encounter story—one that

emphasized emotional and spiritual dimensions over mere physical descriptions.

How Communion Changed the Conversation

Before *Communion*, many UFO stories focused on government conspiracies, flying saucers, and

extraterrestrial invasions. Strieber’s work introduced the idea that alien contact could be deeply

personal and transformative, even frightening on an intimate level.

This shift opened the door for other authors and experiencers to share their own stories, contributing to

a richer, more diverse body of abduction literature. The book also inspired filmmakers, TV shows, and

documentaries, further embedding the concept of alien-human communion in popular culture.

Whitley Strieber’s Continued Exploration

After *Communion*, Strieber continued to explore themes surrounding alien contact and

consciousness. Books like *Transformation* and *Breakthrough* delve deeper into the mystery,

blending science, spirituality, and the paranormal. His ongoing work reflects a relentless quest to

understand what happened to him and what it might mean for humanity.

Understanding the Alien Beings in Communion

One of the most fascinating elements of *Communion* is the nature of the beings Strieber describes.



Unlike the stereotypical “grey aliens” popularized in media, Strieber’s entities are often depicted as

eerie, shape-shifting, and emotionally complex.

Descriptions and Characteristics

- **Physical appearance**: The beings vary, sometimes described as small, insect-like creatures with

large eyes, or as shadowy, otherworldly figures.

- **Behavior**: They often communicate telepathically and seem interested in human consciousness

rather than just physical experimentation.

- **Emotional impact**: The encounters leave Strieber with a mix of fear, curiosity, and a profound

sense of alienation.

Possible Interpretations

These descriptions have led to multiple interpretations, ranging from literal extraterrestrial visitors to

manifestations of the subconscious mind. Some scholars propose that the beings represent archetypes

or symbolic figures emerging during altered states of consciousness.

Tips for Readers Interested in Communion and Alien

Encounters

If you’re intrigued by Whitley Strieber’s story and want to explore similar experiences or literature, here

are a few suggestions:

Approach with an open but critical mind: It’s essential to balance curiosity with skepticism when

exploring extraordinary claims.



Explore related literature: Books by authors like Budd Hopkins and John Mack offer additional

perspectives on alien abduction phenomena.

Learn about sleep paralysis: Understanding this common neurological phenomenon can provide

insights into some “alien encounter” experiences.

Engage with UFO communities: Forums and discussion groups can offer support and shared

knowledge for those interested in these topics.

The Legacy of Communion in Modern Paranormal Narratives

More than three decades after its release, *Communion* remains a touchstone for anyone fascinated

by alien encounters and the mysteries of human consciousness. It challenges readers to consider the

boundaries between reality and perception, fear and understanding, the known and the unknown.

Whitley Strieber’s willingness to share his deeply personal and unsettling experiences opened a

window into a world that many either fear or dismiss outright. Whether you view *Communion* as a

true story, a psychological case study, or a work of speculative memoir, its influence on paranormal

literature and UFO culture is undeniable.

As new generations discover Strieber’s work, the questions raised by *Communion* continue to

resonate: What does it mean to encounter the unknown? How do such experiences shape our

understanding of ourselves and the universe? Whitley Strieber’s story invites us to explore these

mysteries with both wonder and caution.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Communion' by Whitley Strieber about?

'Communion' is a book by Whitley Strieber that recounts his alleged experiences with non-human

entities, often interpreted as alien abductions. It blends elements of horror, science fiction, and

autobiography.

Is 'Communion' by Whitley Strieber a true story?

Whitley Strieber presents 'Communion' as a true story based on his own experiences with mysterious

beings. However, its authenticity is debated, with some readers considering it a work of speculative

nonfiction or fiction.

Who is Whitley Strieber, the author of 'Communion'?

Whitley Strieber is an American author known for his horror and science fiction works. He gained

notable attention for 'Communion,' which details his alleged encounters with alien beings.

What kind of entities does Whitley Strieber describe in 'Communion'?

In 'Communion,' Strieber describes encounters with various non-human entities, often referred to as

'the visitors,' which are depicted as strange, otherworldly beings with a mix of frightening and enigmatic

characteristics.

Has 'Communion' by Whitley Strieber influenced popular culture?

Yes, 'Communion' has significantly influenced popular culture, especially in the realm of alien

abduction narratives. It inspired films, documentaries, and discussions about extraterrestrial

encounters.



Are there any adaptations of 'Communion' by Whitley Strieber?

Yes, 'Communion' was adapted into a 1989 film starring Christopher Walken, which dramatizes

Strieber's experiences as described in the book.

What themes does 'Communion' explore beyond alien abduction?

Beyond alien abduction, 'Communion' explores themes such as fear, the unknown, the nature of

consciousness, and the impact of extraordinary experiences on personal identity and reality.

Additional Resources

Communion: A TRUE Story Whitley Strieber Explores the Unknown

communion a TRUE story whitley strieber has captivated readers and enthusiasts of the paranormal

since its publication in 1987. As a groundbreaking work in the genre of alien abduction narratives,

Whitley Strieber’s Communion offers a chilling and controversial account that blurs the lines between

reality, trauma, and the unexplained. The book’s impact extends beyond mere storytelling; it has

influenced popular culture, inspired debate among researchers, and challenged the way society

perceives extraterrestrial encounters.

Understanding Communion: The Premise and Context

Communion presents itself as a nonfiction narrative chronicling Whitley Strieber’s alleged encounters

with non-human entities at his cabin in upstate New York. Unlike purely fictional alien stories, Strieber

insists on the authenticity of his experiences, framing them as involuntary abductions by mysterious

beings he describes as “the visitors.” The novel’s intense, vivid descriptions of these encounters invite

readers to question the nature of reality and the limits of human understanding.

At the time of Communion’s release, the concept of alien abduction was largely relegated to fringe



conspiracy theories or science fiction. Strieber’s book, however, brought a new level of seriousness

and introspection to the subject, combining personal trauma with elements of psychological inquiry.

This approach helped establish Communion as a seminal text for both believers and skeptics

interested in the phenomenon.

Whitley Strieber’s Background and Influence

Before writing Communion, Whitley Strieber was primarily known as a horror fiction author. This

background informs the novel’s atmospheric tension and compelling narrative style. His ability to

weave emotional intensity with speculative elements makes Communion uniquely engaging. Strieber’s

literary reputation lent credibility to the story for many readers, although it also invited criticism from

skeptics who questioned the veracity of his claims.

Strieber’s openness about his experiences, including his willingness to discuss the psychological

aftermath, further distinguishes Communion from other accounts. He does not shy away from exploring

the fear, confusion, and existential questions that arose from his encounters, bringing a human

dimension to what could otherwise be dismissed as mere fantasy.

Investigating the Phenomenon: Communion and Alien

Abduction Research

The publication of Communion coincided with a surge in interest in alien abduction reports during the

1980s and 1990s. Researchers and psychologists began to examine the phenomenon through various

lenses, from hypnosis and memory recall to neurological explanations and cultural influences.

Strieber’s detailed descriptions contributed valuable anecdotal material to these investigations.



Common Features of Abduction Narratives

Many alien abduction accounts share recurring themes and imagery, some of which appear in

Communion:

Descriptions of small humanoid beings with large heads and eyes

Feelings of paralysis or loss of control during the encounters

Experiences of invasive medical examinations or probing

Communication through telepathy or non-verbal means

Time distortion and missing time phenomena

Strieber’s narrative contains all these elements, aligning Communion with a broader corpus of

abduction literature. This consistency has fueled debates regarding whether such experiences stem

from actual extraterrestrial contact, psychological phenomena such as sleep paralysis or false

memories, or cultural myth-making.

Scientific and Skeptical Perspectives

Despite the popularity of Communion, the scientific community remains largely skeptical of alien

abduction claims. Critics argue that no conclusive empirical evidence supports the existence of

extraterrestrial visitations. Instead, they propose alternative explanations:



Sleep paralysis: A state where individuals experience temporary immobility accompanied by

hallucinations, often interpreted as supernatural encounters.

False memory syndrome: The creation of vivid but inaccurate memories, sometimes triggered by

hypnosis or suggestive therapy.

Cultural influence: Media portrayals and folklore shaping personal experiences and beliefs about

aliens.

Strieber himself has wrestled with these interpretations, sometimes questioning the objective reality of

his experiences while maintaining their profound psychological and emotional impact.

The Cultural Legacy of Communion

Communion’s influence extends beyond literature into film, television, and popular culture. Its depiction

of “the visitors” has shaped the archetypal image of extraterrestrials in the public imagination. The

book also sparked a wave of similar memoirs and investigative works, contributing to the normalization

of abduction narratives in paranormal discourse.

Adaptations and Media Impact

The book was adapted into a feature film in 1989, starring Christopher Walken as Whitley Strieber.

Although the film received mixed reviews, it brought the story to a wider audience and further

entrenched Communion’s place in UFO lore. Additionally, Strieber’s continued openness through

interviews, documentaries, and subsequent books has kept the conversation alive, inspiring new

generations to explore the boundaries between perception and reality.



Critiques and Controversies

Communion has not escaped criticism, particularly from skeptics who question the reliability of

Strieber’s narrative. Some have accused him of fabricating events for commercial success or

psychological reasons. Others argue that his experiences may be better understood through the lens

of mental health, trauma, or neurological disorders.

Nonetheless, many readers appreciate the book’s honest exploration of fear, uncertainty, and the

search for meaning in the face of the unknown. Communion’s ambiguous nature—straddling fact and

fiction—encourages ongoing dialogue rather than definitive answers.

Why Communion Remains Relevant Today

Decades after its publication, Communion remains a touchstone in the study of alien abduction

phenomena and the broader field of paranormal investigation. Its enduring appeal lies in its

combination of personal narrative, cultural resonance, and psychological depth.

In an era where interest in extraterrestrial life has intensified, fueled by scientific discoveries and

government disclosures, Communion offers a human perspective on encounters that defy easy

explanation. Whether viewed as a literal account, a metaphor for trauma, or a cultural artifact, Whitley

Strieber’s Communion continues to provoke thought and curiosity.

The exploration of Communion a TRUE story Whitley Strieber presents is not simply about aliens or

abduction; it is about confronting the limits of human experience and the mysteries that lie beyond. As

researchers and enthusiasts revisit this seminal work, its impact on the dialogue surrounding

extraterrestrial encounters remains significant and intriguing.



Communion A True Story Whitley Strieber

  communion a true story whitley strieber: Communion Whitley Strieber, 2008-01-02 Thus
begins the most astonishing true-life odyssey ever recorded—one man's riveting account of his
extraordinary experiences with visitors from “elsewhere” . . . how they found him, where they took
him, what they did to him, and why. Believe it. Or don't believe it. But read it—for this gripping story
will move you like no other. It will fascinate you, terrify you, and alter the way you experience your
world.
  communion a true story whitley strieber: Confirmation Whitley Strieber, 1999-02-15
Warning: After you read this book you will believe in alien life. The possible existence of
extraterrestrial life is a phenomenon that has sparked more debate, controversy, fascination, and
passion than any in recent history. Outpourings of UFO sightings, alien abductions, and covert
government activity point to a truth which-as much as some people would like to-simply won't die.
Now, in this provocative new book, bestselling author and UFOlogist Whitley Strieber boldly
explores the vast territory of alien encounters, uncovering the most conclusive evidence of all:
physical evidence that aliens may really be here. Marvel as Whitley Strieber tells his own compelling
story-and those of countless others-while you discover: -Shocking new close encounters, many
involving groups of people -Thousands of sightings worldwide, many captured on video -Shocking
evidence of five mysterious implants surgically removed from human bodies -And much, much more!
The most compelling question in the universe has remained unanswered for centuries. Now, finally,
there is...Confirmation. With a gallery of thought-provoking photos!
  communion a true story whitley strieber: The Communion Letters Anne Strieber, Whitley
Strieber, 2016-06-21 THE HEART OF THE MYSTERY They are called Others, Visitors, Grays,
Friends, or Strangers. No one knows who or what they are. But due to intense investigations of the
past few years, resulting from the publication of the controversial bestseller Communion, their
reality is no longer a question. THEY ARE AMONG US. These letters, often awkward, sometimes
incredulous, and always searingly honest, document the fact that hundreds of thousands have
experienced the Communion phenomena: childhood visitations, the nine knocks, mysterious scars
and implants, abductions, sexual encounters, and black sedans. It's all here. Unvarnished and
irrefutable. Assembled for the first time, these letters lead us to the heart of the greatest mystery of
our age. For it is in these authentic personal encounters of ordinary men and women that we come
closest to the truth about who They are and what They want with us. In the dramatic words of
Whitley Strieber, these letters report—a courtship.
  communion a true story whitley strieber: Breakthrough Whitley Strieber, 2024-05-25 In his
worldwide bestseller Communion, Whitley Strieber told of his remarkable encounters with alien
beings, and convinced millions of us that we are not alone. But that was just the beginning of his
incredible true-life odyssey. Since then Strieber has been led by the visitors on an astounding
journey of revelation, and with their inspiration, has discovered a passageway to profound personal
insight. He has seen them enter the lives of others and witnessed the extraordinary effects of their
presence. And he has received their vast wisdom about the wonder of life and the rich, almost totally
unexplored experience we call death. Powerfully moving and stunning in its implications,
Breakthrough gives us a truly illuminating look at these mysterious, yet prescient, agents of change
and reveals their inspiring message of hope for our chaotic and troubled world.
  communion a true story whitley strieber: The Secret School Whitley Strieber, 1997 With the
publications of Communion and Transformation, America was riveted by Whitley Strieber's strange
and exciting stories of encounters with alien presences. And, with Breakthrough, Strieber continued
the saga, giving readers an up-to-date account of these recurring visitations. Now, in what might be
considered a prequel to all three books - and, in many ways, the conclusion of the journey he began
in Communion - Strieber gives us The Secret School, his quest for the meaning of his encounters.
Jumping between a child's-eye view and an adult's hindsight, Strieber vividly re-creates an

https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-146/communion-a-true-story-whitley-strieber.pdf


adventure that stretches across decades, landing (or rather, lifting off) at the place his new life
started when he met extraterrestrials.--BOOK JACKET.Title Summary field provided by Blackwell
North America, Inc. All Rights Reserved
  communion a true story whitley strieber: Unholy Fire Smithmark Publishers, Incorporated,
W Strieber, 1996
  communion a true story whitley strieber: The Super Natural Whitley Strieber, Jeffrey J.
Kripal, 2017-09-26 Two of today's maverick authors on anomalous experience present a
perception-altering and intellectually thrilling analysis of why the paranormal is real, but radically
different from what is conventionally understood. Whitley Strieber (Communion) and Jeffrey J. Kripal
(J. Newton Rayzor professor of religion at Rice University) team up on this unprecedented and
intellectually vibrant new framing of inexplicable events and experiences. Rather than merely
document the anomalous, these authors--one the man who popularized alien abduction and the other
a renowned scholar and renegade advocate for including the paranormal in religious studies (The
New York Times)--deliver a fast-paced and exhilarating study of why the supernatural is neither
fantasy nor fiction but a vital and authentic aspect of life. Their suggestion? That all kinds of
impossible things, from extra-dimensional beings to bilocation to bumps in the night, are not
impossible at all: rather, they are a part of our natural world. But this natural world is immeasurably
more weird, more wonderful, and probably more populated than we have so far imagined with our
current categories and cultures, which are what really make these things seem impossible. The
Super Natural considers that the natural world is actually a super natural world--and all we have to
do to see this is to change the lenses through which we are looking at it and the languages through
which we are presently limiting it. In short: The extraordinary exists if we know how to look at and
think about it.
  communion a true story whitley strieber: The Mystery Chronicles Joe Nickell, 2004-04-23
“Science-based explanations for unusual happenings [and] documented solutions for more than
three dozen mysteries.” ―Dallas Morning News Investigator Joe Nickell has spent over thirty years
solving the world’s most perplexing mysteries. This new casebook reveals the secrets of the
Winchester Mystery House, the giant Nazca drawings of Peru, the Shroud of Turin, the “Mothman”
enigma, the Amityville Horror house, the vicious goat-sucking El Chupacabra, and many other
“unexplainable” phenomena. Nickell has traveled far and wide to solve cases, which include a
weeping icon in Russia, the elusive Bigfoot-like “yowie” in Australia, the reputed power of a headless
saint in Spain, and an “alien hybrid” in Germany. He has gone undercover—often in disguise—to
reveal the tricks of those who pretend to talk to the dead; accompanied a Cajun guide into a
Louisiana swamp in search of a fabled monster; and gained an audience with a voodoo queen.
Superstar psychic medium John Edward, pet psychic Sonya Fitzpatrick, evangelist and healer Benny
Hinn, and many other well-known figures have found themselves under Nickell’s careful scrutiny.
The Mystery Chronicles examines more than three dozen intriguing mysteries, as Nickell uses a
hands-on approach and the scientific method to steer between the extremes of mystery mongering
and debunking. With a foreword by James Randi “His varied work experience as a private
investigator, forensic document analyst, stage magician, carnival pitchman, and English professor
gives him credibility as a hard-nosed researcher and writer.” —Booklist “In straightforward,
understated prose, Nickell describes frauds, deceptions and instances of superstition among
vulnerable and gullible victims, some of which he exposed by covert investigations.” —Publishers
Weekly
  communion a true story whitley strieber: A New World Whitley Strieber, 2019-11-15 in
2015, the author of the famed book about close encounters of the third kind, Communion, began to
have new experiences. A New World describes them and their meaning.
  communion a true story whitley strieber: Jesus Whitley Strieber, 2021-02-26 Jesus: A New
Vision is at once a magisterial work of scholarship and a completely new approach to the meaning
and message of Jesus. It comes at a time when the western world is divided between a declining
number of believers in Christian doctrine and an ever-increasing number of people who feel that



Jesus was nothing more than a religious zealot who was executed for the crime of sedition. What if
neither of these approaches is right? What if Jesus really did perform miracles, including the
resurrection, but that this says not that he was a deity, but that he was exercising human powers
which are buried within us all, and which we do not suspect are there? By exploring the life of Jesus
and his teachings in an entirely new way, Jesus: A New Vision sheds fresh light on the meaning and
power of his parables, explores the mysteries of the gospels of Thomas and Mary with fresh insight,
and explains why, as Strieber puts it, he “committed suicide by crucifixion.” It also addresses the
questions that continue to surround the Shroud of Turin, exploring both the science that concluded
that it was a medieval forgery and the more recent studies that have shown it to be something very
different. It explores what happened after Jesus’s death that led to the ultra-violence that destroyed
the entire polytheistic culture of the Roman Empire, and explains why this greatest of all human
revolutions happened, relating it to the pandemics and uncontrollable migrations that resulted from
a climate change event that began around 150 A.D. and led to extraordinary disruptions that the
Romans, knowing nothing of solar variability, blamed on their gods.--Amazon.com
  communion a true story whitley strieber: Alien Chic Neil Badmington, 2004-08-13 From
The War of the Worlds, Mars Attacks!, Mission to Mars and Independence Day; Neil Badmington
explores our relationship with aliens and how thinkers such as Descartes, Barthes, Freud, Lyotard
and Derrida have conceptualised what it means to be human (and post-human).
  communion a true story whitley strieber: The Reliable Field Guide To UFO Science, Media
And Data Sources Stephen J. Dirac, 2022-07-29 What makes this UFO book different? The Reliable
Field Guide to UFO Science, Media and Data Sources contains an incredible amount of research and
source material, including: • What Proof Is Out there? • The Various Hypotheses and Phenomena •
Relevant People, Science Experts, Programs and Projects • Research Organizations, Archives,
Databases and Government Reports • 20th To Early 21st Century Researchers, Authors and
Documentarians Remember, if you have been searching for an organized and holistic collection of
data on this fascinating and divisive subject, The Reliable Field Guide to UFO Science, Media and
Data Sources is the book you’ve been searching for. Not another UFO Book? This book is a complete
and comprehensive 548 pages of solid resources and knowledge, not just on the subject of UFO’s but
also a deep dive into the various branches and related concepts such as the Starseed Hypothesis, the
Sasquatch/Bigfoot Phenomenon, the Crop Circle Hypothesis, the Men In Black Hypothesis and many
more. Is the TRUTH really out there? Exceptional claims require exceptional proofs however and the
concept of Unidentified Flying Objects is no longer purely in the realms of science fiction/fantasy.
Recently, with the latest improvements in image capturing and analytical technology and the
proliferation of media and data sources we have acquired fantastic amounts of knowledge about the
universe but still do not know how much more there is to be discovered. As J B S Haldane once said:
'The universe is not only stranger than we imagine, it is stranger than we can imagine.' It is only
natural that an intelligent and inquisitive mind, fascinated by anomalous experiences, should
eventually turn its attention to the UFO mystery. Whatever your position on UFO’s, from total
believer to a complete skeptic, it’s always better to arm yourself with the most up-to-date
information on what we currently know, what we think we know and the people and personalities
behind the theories and explanations of the various phenomena. The Reliable Field Guide to UFO
Science, Media and Data Sources recognizes that the concept of “UFO” must also incorporate the
possibilities of a wider spectrum of Unidentified Anomalous Phenomena/UAP and explores these
concepts and ideas thoroughly. This book takes a wide, holistic view of the subject and recognizes
that the concept of “UFO” must also incorporate the possibilities of a wider spectrum of Unidentified
Anomalous Phenomena/UAP.. USO, Unidentified Submerged Phenomena - Psychic Phenomena -
Paranormal - Survival of Consciousness after death - Sasquatch, Bigfoot - Government Black
Programs, Conspiracies, USAP/Unacknowledged(waived) Special Access Programs - Breakaway
civilization - Time Travel - Unknown Secret Histories of Humankind - Roswell and UFO Crash
Retrievals - Government Cover-ups and Disinformation Programs - Remote Viewing - Ancient
Cultures - UFO/UAP Hypotheses



  communion a true story whitley strieber: New Whitley Strieber, 2018-05-15 Brilliant
nonhuman infants are discovered in a jungle and raised as virtual slaves by a huge company. A
primatologist seeks to free them.
  communion a true story whitley strieber: Transformation Whitley Strieber, 1988 Chronicles
the author's efforts to form a relationship with the unknown reality he has come to call the visitors.
  communion a true story whitley strieber: Identified Flying Objects Dr. Michael P. Masters,
2019-03-22 Could “UFOs” and “Aliens” simply be us, but from the future? This provocative new book
cautiously examines the premise that extraterrestrials may instead be our distant human
descendants, using the anthropological tool of time travel to visit and study us in their own hominin
evolutionary past. Dr. Michael P. Masters, a professor of biological anthropology specializing in
human evolutionary anatomy, archaeology, and biomedicine, explores how the persistence of
long-term biological and cultural trends in human evolution may ultimately result in us becoming the
ones piloting these disc-shaped craft, which are likely the very devices that allow our future progeny
to venture backward across the landscape of time. Moreover, these extratempestrials are
ubiquitously described as bipedal, large-brained, hairless, human-like beings, who communicate with
us in our own languages, and who possess technology advanced beyond, but clearly built upon, our
own. These accounts, coupled with a thorough understanding of the past and modern human
condition, point to the continuation of established biological and cultural trends here on Earth, long
into the distant human future.
  communion a true story whitley strieber: Understanding the Unknown Laura Thursby,
2019-07-22 This volume was first published by Inter-Disciplinary Press in 2016. The supernatural –
that which exists beyond the scope of science or the laws of nature – has long captivated our
attention. The supernatural upsets our understandings of the rational and forces upon us a
recognition that there exists something more, something beyond the veil that we cannot quite grasp.
A critical reflection of this category raises some very serious questions for interdisciplinary research,
which are explored throughout this volume: How do experiences of the supernatural function
temporally and cross-culturally? How have ideas about the supernatural influenced well-known
historical figures? How has the supernatural been used in fiction as a literary or narrative device?
What happens to the supernatural in the supposedly rational and disenchanted modern experience?
How does it shape the beliefs and practices of actual people? And why is it important to devote
energy to its study if it remains a category forever beyond our realm of comprehension?
  communion a true story whitley strieber: Paranormal Nation Marc E. Fitch, 2013-03-21
This thought-provoking study of paranormal phenomena traces the impact of supernatural beliefs on
popular culture and, conversely, examines the influence of new communication technologies on
research being conducted in the field. Did you know that interest in UFO research increased during
the 1960s as a result of the Kennedy assassination? Or that America experienced a Satanic Panic in
the 1980s that culminated with the longest, most expensive court trial in American history? This
book reviews the history, economy, and community of paranormal research in this country, and
considers the deeper meaning behind the philosophies and theories surrounding the industry.
Paranormal Nation: Why America Needs Ghosts, UFOs, and Bigfoot explores the events that have
defined paranormal belief systems today. From the birth of religious doctrine, to European witch
hunts, to the increasing popularity of the supernatural in American television programming, the
author examines the past and present conditions that have fueled interest in the unexplained and
considers what this trend means for modern-day America.
  communion a true story whitley strieber: Animals as Religious Subjects Celia
Deane-Drummond, Rebecca Artinian-Kaiser, David L. Clough, 2013-08-15 This book examines one of
the most pressing cultural concerns that surfaced in the last decade - the question of the place and
significance of the animal. This collection of essays represents the outcome of various conversations
regarding the animal studies and shows multidisciplinarity at its very best, namely, a rigorous
approach within one discipline in conversation with others around a common theme. The
contributors discuss the most relevant disciplines regarding this conversation, namely: philosophy,



anthropology, religious studies, theology, history of religions, archaeology and cultural studies. The
first section, Thinking about Animals, explores philosophical, anthropological and religious
perspectives, raising general questions about the human perception of animals and its crucial
cultural significance. The second section explores the intriguing topic of the way animals have been
used historically as religious symbols and in religious rituals. The third section re-examines some
Christian theological and biblical approaches to animals in the light of current concerns. The final
section extends the implications of traditional views about other animals to more specific ethical
theories and practices.
  communion a true story whitley strieber: E.T. Culture Debbora Battaglia, 2006-01-30
Cultural readings of alien encounters.
  communion a true story whitley strieber: The Science of Weird Shit Chris French,
2024-03-19 An accessible and gratifying introduction to the world of paranormal beliefs and bizarre
experiences. Ghostly encounters, alien abduction, reincarnation, talking to the dead, UFO sightings,
inexplicable coincidences, out-of-body and near-death experiences. Are these legitimate phenomena?
If not, then how should we go about understanding them? In this fascinating book, Chris French
investigates paranormal claims to discover what lurks behind this “weird shit.” French provides
authoritative evidence-based explanations for a wide range of superficially mysterious phenomena,
and then goes further to draw out lessons with wider applications to many other aspects of modern
society where critical thinking is urgently needed. Using academic, comprehensive, logical, and, at
times, mathematical approaches, The Science of Weird Shit convincingly debunks ESP,
communicating with the dead, and alien abduction claims, among other phenomena. All the while,
however, French maintains that our belief in such phenomena is neither ridiculous nor trivial; if
anything, such claims can tell us a great deal about the human mind if we pay them the attention
they are due. Filled with light-bulb moments and a healthy dose of levity, The Science of Weird Shit
is a clever, memorable, and gratifying read you won’t soon forget.
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