
city of glass paul auster
City of Glass Paul Auster: A Deep Dive into a Postmodern Classic

city of glass paul auster stands out as a remarkable work in contemporary literature, blending
mystery, identity, and existential inquiry in a way few novels manage. Published in 1985 as the first
installment of Auster’s "New York Trilogy," this novel challenges conventional storytelling and
invites readers into a labyrinthine narrative that questions reality itself. Whether you’re a longtime
fan or new to Auster’s work, exploring City of Glass offers a fascinating glimpse into the complexities
of human consciousness and the blurred lines between author, character, and reader.

Understanding the Essence of City of Glass Paul Auster

City of Glass is not your typical detective novel, although it borrows heavily from the noir genre. At
its core, it’s a postmodern exploration of identity and language. The story follows Daniel Quinn, a
writer of detective fiction who receives a mysterious phone call meant for a private investigator
named Paul Auster. Intrigued, Quinn steps into the role of the detective and embarks on a case that
becomes increasingly surreal and introspective.

The Blurring of Realities

One of the most fascinating aspects of City of Glass Paul Auster is its play with reality and fiction.
The novel constantly blurs the boundaries between the author Paul Auster, the fictional detective
Paul Auster, and Daniel Quinn. This metafictional twist encourages readers to question the nature of
identity and storytelling itself. Is Quinn becoming Paul Auster? Is Paul Auster writing Quinn’s story?
These questions create a dizzying yet captivating narrative experience.

Postmodern Themes and Techniques

City of Glass is celebrated as a quintessential example of postmodern literature. Auster employs
fragmented storytelling, unreliable narrators, and self-referential elements to challenge traditional
narrative structures. The novel’s urban setting, New York City, also becomes a character in itself—a
“city of glass” reflecting the fragmented identities and the transparent yet distorted realities the
characters inhabit.

Why City of Glass Paul Auster Resonates with Readers

The novel’s enduring appeal comes from its ability to engage readers on multiple
levels—intellectually, emotionally, and aesthetically.



Exploration of Identity and Isolation

At its heart, City of Glass is a meditation on loneliness and the search for self. Daniel Quinn’s
transformation from a writer into a detective blurs his sense of self, mirroring the alienation many
experience in modern urban life. The novel’s portrayal of isolation amidst a bustling metropolis
resonates deeply with readers who grapple with questions of identity and purpose.

Language as a Tool and a Barrier

Auster’s novel also delves into the power and limitations of language. Quinn’s investigation hinges
on interpreting clues and deciphering codes, yet language often leads to confusion rather than
clarity. This theme reflects broader philosophical questions about communication, understanding,
and the impossibility of fully grasping another’s reality.

Innovative Narrative Structure

Unlike traditional mysteries that offer neat resolutions, City of Glass embraces ambiguity and open-
endedness. Its nonlinear progression and shifting perspectives invite active participation from
readers, who must piece together the story themselves. This interactive quality makes the novel a
rewarding challenge and a favorite among literary enthusiasts.

City of Glass Paul Auster in the Context of the New
York Trilogy

City of Glass is the first book in Auster’s New York Trilogy, followed by "Ghosts" and "The Locked
Room." Together, these novels explore similar themes of identity, authorship, and reality.

How City of Glass Sets the Tone

As the trilogy’s introduction, City of Glass establishes the experimental narrative style and thematic
concerns that define the series. Its focus on a writer-detective figure investigating shifting realities
sets a precedent for the subsequent books, which continue to blur fiction and reality in different
ways.

Recurring Motifs and Symbols

The trilogy shares several motifs that first appear in City of Glass, including:

Mirrors and reflections, symbolizing fragmented identity



Urban landscapes as metaphors for psychological states

The motif of disappearance or vanishing, underscoring uncertainty and absence

These elements enrich the reading experience by creating a cohesive, though complex, thematic
web.

Tips for Reading City of Glass Paul Auster

Approaching City of Glass can be daunting due to its complexity and unconventional style. Here are
some tips to enhance your reading experience:

Embrace Ambiguity: Don’t expect straightforward answers; enjoy the novel’s mysteries and1.
uncertainties as part of its charm.

Take Notes: Keeping track of characters, shifts in perspective, and key themes can help you2.
navigate the layered narrative.

Research Context: Familiarize yourself with postmodern literature and noir conventions to3.
appreciate Auster’s innovations.

Read Slowly: The novel’s dense prose and philosophical musings benefit from a paced4.
reading.

Discuss with Others: Engaging in conversations or reading group discussions can illuminate5.
different interpretations and deepen understanding.

The Impact of City of Glass on Contemporary Literature

Since its publication, City of Glass Paul Auster has influenced a wide range of writers and artists. Its
experimental approach to narrative and identity has inspired novels, films, and critical essays.

Influence on the Mystery Genre

By subverting detective fiction tropes, City of Glass opened doors for more introspective,
philosophical mystery stories. It demonstrated that mystery novels could transcend formulaic plots
and engage with profound existential questions.



Metafiction and Experimental Storytelling

Auster’s novel is often cited in discussions of metafiction, where the text self-consciously examines
the act of storytelling. This approach has become increasingly popular in contemporary literature,
with many authors drawing on Auster’s techniques to explore the relationship between fiction and
reality.

Adaptations and Cultural Reach

City of Glass has been adapted into plays and inspired visual artworks, highlighting its rich narrative
and thematic potential. Its setting in New York City also contributes to its status as a cultural
touchstone reflecting urban alienation and complexity.

Exploring City of Glass Paul Auster is like stepping into a hall of mirrors—each reflection offers a
new perspective, challenging and expanding your understanding of fiction and self. Whether
approached as a detective story, a philosophical treatise, or an experimental novel, it remains a
compelling and thought-provoking work that continues to captivate readers and critics alike.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'City of Glass' by Paul Auster?
The main theme of 'City of Glass' is identity and the search for meaning, exploring how individuals
construct their sense of self in a confusing and fragmented world.

How does 'City of Glass' fit into Paul Auster's 'The New York
Trilogy'?
'City of Glass' is the first book in Paul Auster's 'The New York Trilogy,' setting the tone for the series
with its metafictional style, blending detective fiction with philosophical inquiry.

Who is the protagonist of 'City of Glass' and what is his
journey?
The protagonist is Daniel Quinn, a writer of detective fiction who becomes involved in a real
mystery, leading him to question his identity and reality itself.

What narrative techniques does Paul Auster use in 'City of
Glass'?
Paul Auster employs metafiction, unreliable narration, and a fragmented narrative structure to blur
the lines between fiction and reality.



Why is 'City of Glass' considered a postmodern novel?
It is considered postmodern because it challenges traditional storytelling through self-referentiality,
ambiguity, and exploring themes like the instability of language and identity.

Additional Resources
City of Glass Paul Auster: A Literary Exploration of Identity and Urban Alienation

city of glass paul auster stands as a seminal work within contemporary American literature,
marking the inception of Auster’s acclaimed New York Trilogy. Published in 1985, this novel
transcends conventional mystery narratives, delving into themes of identity, language, and the
labyrinthine nature of the city itself. As a complex metafictional text, City of Glass challenges
readers’ expectations through its layered storytelling and philosophical inquiry, positioning Paul
Auster not merely as a novelist but as a profound commentator on modern existence.

Unpacking City of Glass: Context and Structure

City of Glass is the first installment of the New York Trilogy, which also includes “Ghosts” and “The
Locked Room.” Unlike traditional detective fiction, Auster’s narrative eschews clear resolutions,
using the framework of a private investigator’s case to explore deeper existential questions. The
protagonist, Daniel Quinn, is a writer of detective fiction who becomes embroiled in a real mystery
when he receives a phone call intended for a detective named Paul Auster. This blurring of identities
between author, character, and reader is central to the novel’s thematic complexity.

The novel’s structure is deliberately disorienting. It begins with a straightforward detective story
premise but gradually morphs into a postmodern meditation on language, authorship, and the
instability of the self. The narrative’s fragmentation and recursive motifs mirror the labyrinthine
streets of New York City, which itself becomes a character—both a physical and symbolic space
where identity is constructed and deconstructed.

Thematic Exploration: Identity and the City

At the heart of City of Glass Paul Auster is an inquiry into the fluidity of identity. Daniel Quinn’s
transformation throughout the novel—from a detached writer to a man losing grip on his own
persona—reflects the precariousness of selfhood in a modern urban environment. The novel
interrogates how language shapes reality, suggesting that identity is not fixed but constantly
rewritten through narrative.

New York City is more than just a backdrop; it is an active participant in the story. The city
embodies chaos, anonymity, and fragmentation, mirroring Quinn’s psychological descent. Auster’s
portrayal of the city aligns with the tradition of urban alienation found in writers like Franz Kafka
and Italo Calvino, but with a distinctly postmodern twist. The city’s maze-like quality reinforces the
novel’s themes of entrapment and confusion.



Literary Style and Influences

Paul Auster’s prose in City of Glass is characterized by precision and restraint, contrasting with the
complexity of the ideas he explores. The narrative voice is often clinical, which enhances the
psychological tension and emphasizes the artificiality of the detective genre conventions that the
novel both employs and subverts.

The novel draws heavily on literary influences such as existentialism, structuralism, and
poststructuralism. Philosophers like Derrida and Foucault resonate through Auster’s exploration of
language and power structures. Moreover, the metafictional elements reflect a self-awareness about
the act of storytelling itself, inviting readers to question the boundaries between fiction and reality.

Comparative Perspectives: City of Glass and Detective
Fiction

Paul Auster’s City of Glass stands apart from traditional detective fiction by deconstructing the
genre’s core elements. Where classic detective stories prioritize plot resolution and clear moral
binaries, Auster’s novel embraces ambiguity and uncertainty. This departure has garnered both
acclaim and critique within literary circles.

Pros of Auster’s Approach

Innovative Narrative: The novel redefines the detective genre by focusing on psychological
and philosophical depth rather than mere plot mechanics.

Complex Characterization: Daniel Quinn’s evolving identity provides a rich, introspective
journey uncommon in typical mystery novels.

Urban Atmosphere: The depiction of New York City as a living, breathing entity adds layers
of meaning and enhances the novel’s mood.

Cons and Criticisms

Ambiguity Challenges: Readers expecting a conventional mystery may find the novel’s open-
endedness and metafictional complexity frustrating.

Pacing Issues: Some critics argue that the novel’s philosophical digressions slow the
narrative momentum.

Accessibility: The dense thematic content and literary allusions may limit its appeal to a more



specialized audience.

City of Glass Paul Auster in Contemporary Literary
Discourse

The novel has become a staple in academic discussions around postmodern literature, urban studies,
and narrative theory. Its exploration of identity fragmentation resonates in an age increasingly
conscious of the fluidity of self, especially within metropolitan contexts. Literary critics often cite
City of Glass as a pioneering work that bridges genre fiction and literary experimentation.

Moreover, the novel’s influence extends beyond literature into film, theater, and graphic novels. Its
adaptability underscores the universality and enduring relevance of its themes. For instance, the
graphic novel adaptation by Paul Karasik and David Mazzucchelli has introduced City of Glass to
new audiences, demonstrating the text’s versatility.

SEO Keywords and Their Integration

In evaluating City of Glass Paul Auster, it is essential to consider related search terms that readers
might use to find analyses or reviews. Keywords such as “Paul Auster New York Trilogy,”
“postmodern detective fiction,” “identity in City of Glass,” and “literary analysis Paul Auster”
naturally align with the novel’s content and themes. Integrating these terms organically enhances
the article’s SEO performance without detracting from its professional tone.

Why City of Glass Remains Relevant Today

The novel’s meditation on language, identity, and urban life continues to resonate amid
contemporary concerns about digital identities and the fragmentation of reality. As cities grow and
societies become more interconnected yet isolated, Auster’s exploration of alienation and selfhood
gains new dimensions. City of Glass challenges readers to reflect on how narratives shape our
understanding of ourselves and the spaces we inhabit.

In this light, Paul Auster’s work transcends its era, offering insights that are increasingly pertinent
in the 21st century. Whether approached as a mystery, a philosophical treatise, or a literary puzzle,
City of Glass remains a compelling text for anyone interested in the intersections of narrative,
identity, and urban experience.

City Of Glass Paul Auster

  city of glass paul auster: City of Glass Paul Auster, 2017-04-21 When reclusive crime writer
Daniel Quinn receives a mysterious call seeking a private detective in the middle of the night, he

https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-146/city-of-glass-paul-auster.pdf


quickly and unwittingly becomes the protagonist in a thriller of his own. As the familiar territory of
the noir detective genre gives way to something altogether more disturbing, Quinn becomes
consumed by his mission, and begins to lose his grip on reality.
  city of glass paul auster: City of Glass Paul Auster, 1987-04-07 EDGAR AWARD NOMINEE •
In this stunning debut novel, the first volume in Paul Auster’s acclaimed The New York Trilogy, an
author determined to solve a mystery begins to descend into madness. “Remarkable . . . The book is
a pleasure to read, full of suspense and action. . . . [A] strange and powerful adventure.”—The New
York Times Book Review After a strange phone call in the middle of the night, Quinn, an author of
detective stories, becomes enmeshed in a case more puzzling than any he might have written.
Composed with hallucinatory clarity, City of Glass combines dark humor with Hitchcock-like
suspense. City of Glass inaugurates the intriguing New York Trilogy of novels that The Washington
Post Book World has classified as “post-existential private eye. . . . It’s as if Kafka has gotten hooked
on the gumshoe game and penned his own ever-spiraling version.” The brilliant installments of Paul
Auster’s The New York Trilogy include: CITY OF GLASS • GHOSTS • THE LOCKED ROOM
  city of glass paul auster: City of Glass Paul Auster, David Mazzucchelli, 2004-08 A late-night
phone call from a stranger involves Quinn, a mystery writer, in a baffling murder case stranger than
his novels, in a new edition of the Edgar-nominated graphic novel. Reprint. 10,000 first printing.
  city of glass paul auster: Paul Auster's The New York Trilogy Paul Auster, 2025-04-08 From
award-winning novelist Paul Auster comes the graphic adaptation of his deeply beloved series, The
New York Trilogy, a postmodern take on detective and noir fiction. In 1994, Paul Auster's City of
Glass was adapted into a graphic novel and became an immediate cult classic, published in over 30
editions worldwide, excerpted in The Norton Anthology of Postmodern Fiction. But City of Glass was
only the first novel in a series of books, Auster's acclaimed New York Trilogy, and graphic novel
readers have been waiting for years for the other two tales to be translated into comics. Now the
wait is over. The New York Trilogy is post-modern literature disguised as Noir fiction where
language is the prime suspect. An interpretation of detective and mystery fiction, each book explores
various philosophical themes. In City of Glass, an author of detective fiction investigates a murder
and descends into madness. Ghosts features a private eye named Blue, trailing a man named Black,
for a client called White. This too ends with the protagonist’s downfall. And in The Locked Room,
another author is experiencing writer’s block, and hopes to brake it by solving the disappearance of
his childhood friend. The second two parts of this trilogy will be appearing in this volume for the
very first time as a graphic novel. Paul Karasik, the mastermind behind the three adaptations, art
directed all three books. City of Glass is illustrated by the award-winning cartoonist David
Mazzucchielli, the second volume, Ghosts, is illustrated by New Yorker cover artist, Lorenzo
Mattotti, and The Locked Room is adapted and drawn by Karasik himself. These adaptations take
Auster’s sophisticated wordplay and translate it into comicsplay: both highbrow and lowbrow and
immensely fun reading.
  city of glass paul auster: Paul Auster's City of Glass Paul Auster, Paul Karaska, David
Mazzucchelli, 1994
  city of glass paul auster: The New York Trilogy Paul Auster, 1994 First published in
1985-1986, The New York Trilogy (City of Glass, Ghosts, and The Locked Room) brought immediate
international attention to its author, Paul Auster, and elevated him to near-celebrity status,
particularly in France. This trilogy and his many works since then (including In the Country of Last
Words, Leviathan, Mr. Vertigo, Moon Palace, and others) have been translated into numerous
languages and have brought him further world attention. Auster's trilogy broke ground in its mix of
serious fictional techniques and detective and mystery genres. Geoffrey O'Brien of The Village Voice
wrote: The New York Trilogy are novels of desire: the desire to write a detective novel, to read one,
to -inhabit it. . . . By turning the mystery novel inside out, Auster may have -initiated a whole new
round of storytelling. This new edition will delight readers and collectors of Auster's work.
  city of glass paul auster: Walking Through Paul Auster’s "City of Glass": "Flânerie" in his
Novel Jeanette Gonsior, 2009-02-16 Seminar paper from the year 2006 in the subject American



Studies - Literature, grade: 1,0, Humboldt-University of Berlin (Department of English and American
Studies), course: The Flaneur and the Visual Culture of the City, language: English, abstract: “To
stroll is a science, it is the gastronomy of the eye. To walk is to vegetate, to stroll is to live.” (Balzac,
Physiologie du Mariage) 'City of Glass' is Paul Auster’s first novel, published in 1985, after being
rejected by several publishers. The first part of 'The New York Trilogy' has been translated into 17
languages so far, a fact that pleads for the novel’s commercial success nowadays. An indication for
the literary importance of 'City of Glass' is the continually growing number of essays, anthologies
and monographs all over the world. It is undeniable that its selling success is related to the general
fascination for the cosmopolitan city of New York and for detective stories, as — at first sight —
Auster’s novel follows the tradition of Edgar Allan Poe. However, he follows the tradition “as creator
of ‘the lost ones’”, as — on closer inspection — the reader has to realize that the real mystery is one
of confused character identities and realities. 'City of Glass' does not meet the reader’s expectations
about a typical New York ‘city novel’: Auster created an adequate text for a modified, postmodern
cityscape where all objects of the city seem like linguistic codes that need to be deciphered. The
risks of the city result from the confusion of language and perception. The fear of an identity
collapse comes along with the apparent collapse of the cityscape. Auster picks out the loss of
stability and security in the city as central theme. He describes a world begging for order and
interpretation where “nothing is real except chance”. (...) Auster's character Quinn is a
deconstructed character of postmodernism, he acts like a 'flâneur', but does not feel comfortable
while walking through the city, he seems lost. New York is the ‘nowhere’ Quinn has built around
himself. Professor Stillman also seems to stroll like a 'flâneur', but he has to fulfill an operation (in
contrast to the “classical” 'flâneur' who has no aim). Auster deconstructs the postmodern figure of
the flâneur as he deconstructs the classical detective novel. Ironically, these very deconstructions
help to shape the novel. Quinn can be read as flâneur adapted to a postmodern world, I argue. In the
following, I will explore the relations between Auster’s 'City of Glass' and concepts of 'flânerie',
strolling urban observing. In order to discuss 'flânerie' in Auster’s work, it is essential to take a
closer look on the term first. (...)
  city of glass paul auster: The Symbolic and Metaphoric Potential of Paul Auster’s "City
of Glass" Franziska Schüppel, 2012-12-25 Seminar paper from the year 2008 in the subject
American Studies - Literature, grade: 1,3, University of Leipzig, language: English, abstract: Lewis
Jones once wrote in the Telegraph about Paul Auster that “his novels are labyrinths of enigmas,
mysteries and riddles, thrillers with no endings, detective stories as told by Samuel Beckett, their
premises endlessly shifting, in which the only knowledge is that nothing is, or can be, known.”.
These qualities are also represented in his New York Trilogy published in 1987, that consists of the
three detective stories City of Glass, Ghosts, and The Locked Room, which are set in New York. All of
them deal with the nature of identity and attach value to these mysteries and riddles typical of Paul
Auster, for example by using symbols and metaphors# to cause certain reactions in the reader.
Especially the postmodern novel City of Glass from 1985 makes use of numerous symbols and
metaphors that can be found throughout the whole novel. In this way, many passages or even single
sentences can be interpreted differently and consequently it is sometimes difficult for the reader not
to be confused. By using the single symbols and metaphors of the title, of glass as symbol of pairs
and look-alikes, the crisis of identity, and the Tower of Babel in his novel City of Glass, Paul Auster
influences the reader and causes different effects, such as catching his interest, confusing him, or
giving him a reason for thinking. In the following I am going to analyze the single symbols and
metaphors and try to interpret the effects on the reader and the author‘s intentions.
  city of glass paul auster: Walking Through Paul Auster's "City of Glass" Jeanette Gonsior,
2009-02 Seminar paper from the year 2006 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 1,0,
Humboldt-University of Berlin (Department of English and American Studies), course: The Flaneur
and the Visual Culture of the City, 30 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: To
stroll is a science, it is the gastronomy of the eye. To walk is to vegetate, to stroll is to live. (Balzac,
Physiologie du Mariage) 'City of Glass' is Paul Auster's first novel, published in 1985, after being



rejected by several publishers. The first part of 'The New York Trilogy' has been translated into 17
languages so far, a fact that pleads for the novel's commercial success nowadays. An indication for
the literary importance of 'City of Glass' is the continually growing number of essays, anthologies
and monographs all over the world. It is undeniable that its selling success is related to the general
fascination for the cosmopolitan city of New York and for detective stories, as - at first sight -
Auster's novel follows the tradition of Edgar Allan Poe. However, he follows the tradition as creator
of 'the lost ones', as - on closer inspection - the reader has to realize that the real mystery is one of
confused character identities and realities. 'City of Glass' does not meet the reader's expectations
about a typical New York 'city novel': Auster created an adequate text for a modified, postmodern
cityscape where all objects of the city seem like linguistic codes that need to be deciphered. The
risks of the city result from the confusion of language and perception. The fear of an identity
collapse comes along with the apparent collapse of the cityscape. Auster picks out the loss of
stability and security in the city as central theme. He describes a world begging for order and
interpretation where nothing is real except chance. (...) Auster's character Quinn is a deconstructed
character of postmodernism, he acts like a 'fl neur', but does not feel comfortable while walkin
  city of glass paul auster: Analysis of Paul Auster’s "City of Glass". A traditional detective novel
, 2017-08-09 Seminar paper from the year 2016 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade:
1,0, University of Frankfurt (Main), course: American Detective Fiction, language: English, abstract:
In this term paper, Paul Auster’s “City of Glass” is going to be analyzed from a psychoanalytical
point of view to explore the protagonist's development. The main question of this paper is: Is “City of
Glass” a traditional detective novel? The term paper is divided into the Lacanian theory, the
development of Daniel Quinn and the development of the detective novel. The paper will focus on the
protagonist and analyze his behavior, his inner life, the process of his search for identity and identity
formation. The emphasis lies in how Paul Auster places the protagonist, Daniel Quinn, in connection
with a traditional detective novel. The question of identity and individuality is a significant subject in
Paul Auster’s books. In each short story of the New York Trilogy, every protagonist represents the
role of a detective. They are positioned in these specific situations which are inexplicable and
beyond comprehension. To answer the question of identity, Jacques Lacan’s theory of psychoanalysis
is used to analyze Daniel Quinn’s character. The first detective novel is credited to Edgar Allan Poe
with his short story “The Murders in Rue Morgue”, written in 1841. Poe is the so-called father of the
detective genre. He paved the way for the next century and the coming authors such as Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle, Charles Dickens, and Raymond Chandler.
  city of glass paul auster: Paul Auster's 'City of Glass' as a Postmodern Detective Novel Toni
Rudat, 2007-11 Seminar paper from the year 2006 in the subject English Language and Literature
Studies - Literature, grade: 1,3, RWTH Aachen University, 13 entries in the bibliography, language:
English, abstract: PAUL AUSTER s novel ′City of Glass′ published in 1985 appeared during the
period of the postmodern era.1 Although it is considerably discussed at what time the beginnings of
the postmodern era is to be set, it is irrefutable that City of Glass belongs to postmodern literature.
To analyse in how far PAUL AUSTER s City of Glass serves as a representative of the postmodern
era and to show the reader in what way postmodern qualities are converted into the writings of that
time, the main part of this paper will be divided up into two sections. The first section serves to
define the coming up of this movement and the qualities it possesses within the genre of detective
fiction. Furthermore some important idealistic features like the idea of reality and identity have to
be taken into consideration. The short introduction of the two identity-constituting models by
ERIKSON and MEAD will provide a better overview of the idea of identity formation. Within the
second section the novel itself will be taken into consideration. Therefore it is necessary to take a
close look at the main character Daniel Quinn and his character development the crisis of his
identity in the course of the novel respectively. Besides another striking factor, namely the
appearance of doublings and triplings of characters, has to be clarified as well as the role of the
narrator. The conclusion at the end of the paper is supposed then to show to what extent City of
Glass belongs to postmodern literature and which peculiarities of postmodern writings have been



included in this novel. Since there are just a few recent publications on Paul Auster and his novels
three of them namely, An Art of Desire: Reading Paul Auster by BERND HERZOGENRATH, Crisis:
The Works of Paul Auster by CARSTEN SPRINGER and the pu
  city of glass paul auster: Paul Auster's 'City of Glass' as a postmodern detective novel
Toni Rudat, 2006-07-23 Seminar paper from the year 2006 in the subject English Language and
Literature Studies - Literature, grade: 1,3, RWTH Aachen University, language: English, abstract:
PAUL AUSTER`s novel ′City of Glass′ published in 1985 appeared during the period of the
postmodern era.1 Although it is considerably discussed at what time the beginnings of the
postmodern era is to be set, it is irrefutable that ́City of Glass ́ belongs to postmodern literature. To
analyse in how far PAUL AUSTER`s ́City of Glass ́ serves as a representative of the postmodern era
and to show the reader in what way postmodern qualities are converted into the writings of that
time, the main part of this paper will be divided up into two sections. The first section serves to
define the coming up of this movement and the qualities it possesses within the genre of detective
fiction. Furthermore some important idealistic features like the idea of reality and identity have to
be taken into consideration. The short introduction of the two identity-constituting models by
ERIKSON and MEAD will provide a better overview of the idea of identity formation. Within the
second section the novel itself will be taken into consideration. Therefore it is necessary to take a
close look at the main character Daniel Quinn and his character development the crisis of his
identity in the course of the novel respectively. Besides another striking factor, namely the
appearance of doublings and triplings of characters, has to be clarified as well as the role of the
narrator. The conclusion at the end of the paper is supposed then to show to what extent ́City of
Glass ́ belongs to postmodern literature and which peculiarities of postmodern writings have been
included in this novel. Since there are just a few recent publications on Paul Auster and his novels
three of them namely, An Art of Desire: Reading Paul Auster by BERND HERZOGENRATH, Crisis:
The Works of Paul Auster by CARSTEN SPRINGER and the publication of ANNE M. HOLZAPFEL
The New York Trilogy: Whodunit?: Tracking the Structure of Paul Auster′s Anti-Detective Novels
served as the basis for this paper.
  city of glass paul auster: “Reading the City”: The concept of language in Paul Auster’s
"City of Glass" Sebastian Bohl, 2013-04-22 Seminar paper from the year 2008 in the subject
Didactics for the subject English - Literature, Works, grade: 2, University of Constance, course:
Hauptseminar - „History, Theory, Practise of Reading“ , language: English, abstract: Hunger,
chance, disappearance and solitude are the central themes of Auster’s fiction.1 Sometimes these
themes are easy to detect but in their core more complex as they seem to be on first sight. With the
New York Trilogy Paul Auster has created a powerful and deep going tripartite work which made
him popular all over the world. In 1989, he received the Prix France Culture de Littérature
Étrangère for this, his first novella and many other prices followed for other works he has published
until now. City of Glass2 deals with reality and coincidence – failure and identity in the frame of a
detective story. “It was a wrong number that started it”3 is the first sentence the reader detects
when one begins to read the novel. A story about a writer named Quinn that used to be a quite
talented writer. After he had lost his wife and son, he publishes detective stories under the
pseudonym William Wilson. Isolated from his fellow humans Quinn gets involved into a sequence of
events marked by chance and solitude. He accepts to work on a case as a detective after he had
received a strange phone call asking for Paul Auster the famous detective. Quinn accepts the case
and from now on works under the name of Paul Auster. Him and the caller Peter Stillman meet and
Quinn gets to know the details of his work – he is to protect Peter from his father Mr. Stillman senior
who as Peter’s wife thinks is planning to kill his son. This marks the beginning of Quinn’s long
journey through New York City. [...] 1 Dennis Barone: Beyond the Red Notebook,University of
Pennsylvania Press, Philadelphia 1995, S.2 2 Auster, Paul: The New York Trilogy, Faber and Faber
Limited, London 1987 3 Zit. Auster, Paul: The New York Trilogy, Faber and Faber Limited, London
1987 S.3
  city of glass paul auster: Deconstructive Binaries and Dissident Reading "City of Glass" by



Paul Auster Amir Hossein Yasini Visti, 2017-12-19 Essay from the year 2014 in the subject English
Language and Literature Studies - Literature, University of Tehran, language: English, abstract: The
aim of the present paper is to unveil how a dissident reading can be perceived by a deconstructive
investigation in the novel City of Glass by Paul Auster. As the matter of fact, the story entails some
binaries which their clashes serve to conceptualize the term dissidence as observed in the approach
of cultural materialism. Cultural materialists argue that literature does not reflect only one cultural
formation and is able to invoke other ideologies and subcultures. To put in other words, while a
literary work may serve to practice the dominant ideology, it may produce a contrary dissident
reading. This possibility mostly is based on the inner contradictions of any literary text. This is the
common ground of cultural materialists and post-structuralist deconstructionists although there are
many differences between the two sides such as the former opposes the latter, arguing that texts are
not created in the void. In fact, the inner contradictions, which the theories and principles of cultural
materialism is rested on, can be realized as those dualities which the deconstructionists apply in
their practices. They imply that no transcendental meaning is present in the verbal game of a work
of literature as the cultural materialists deny one dominant culture. In City of Glass Paul Auster has
skillfully exhibited such a verbal game to represent his own concerns regarding the subject of the
identity caught in the binaries of author-reader, fact-fiction, solitude-loneliness and city-space,
leading to a dissident reading which is potentially opposed and threatening to those social
oppressive norms which the protagonist Quinn is suffered.
  city of glass paul auster: Self, City and the Word Steven J. Surdez, 2002
  city of glass paul auster: Paul Auster's "City of Glass" Thomas Engeli, 1994
  city of glass paul auster: Graphic adaptation of Paul Auster’s "City of Glass" – Visual
language and symbolism Alisa Westermann, 2011-06-10 Seminar paper from the year 2009 in the
subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade: 1,3, University of Münster
(Englisches Seminar), course: Graphic Novels, language: English, abstract: It was a wrong number
that started it, the telephone ringing three times in the dead of night, and the voice on the other end
asking for someone he was not. (Auster, 1985; 3) Paul Auster’s anti-detective novel City of Glass is
the story of a man, whose life accidentally angles off. More and more, he blunders into the
complexity of a criminal case in search of the significant principle. Obsessively, he adapts his action
to the stranger until he finally loses hisself. Although Auster’s novel, which is based on the nature
and the function of language, is rather non-visual, Paul Karasik and David Mazzucchelli succeeded in
adopting it into a graphic novel that is more than just a translation from one genre into another.
They managed to create a visual language full of metaphors, symbols and icons that add a new layer
of meaning to the story. This is the reason why I decided to pick City of Glass: The graphic novel as
the basis of my term paper. This thesis will argue that a graphic adaptation of a literary work can be
more than just an illustrated copy of a superior novel and worth an analysis on its own. Furthermore,
I will take a deeper look at the visual language, specifically, the visual metaphors and symbols,
which build up the graphic novel and how these finding can be adapted into learning situations. First
of all, I will give a summary of City of Glass: the novel followed by a definition of the anti-detective
genre with the intention to point out, that the visual language of City of Glass: the graphic novel
reflects this genre. Afterwards, a survey of the graphic novel as well as an analysis of its structure
and composition and its visual language and symbolism is given. A brief outline of how these
findings can be useful in teaching and learning situations will precede the conclusion.
  city of glass paul auster: Paul Auster's Writing Machine Evija Trofimova, 2014-08-28 Paul
Auster is one of the most acclaimed figures in American literature. Known primarily as a novelist,
Auster's films and various collaborations are now gaining more recognition. Evija Trofimova offers a
radically different approach to the author's wider body of work, unpacking the fascinating web of
relationships between his texts and presenting Auster's canon as a rhizomatic facto-fictional network
produced by a set of writing tools. Exploring Auster's literal and figurative use of these tools – the
typewriter, the cigarette, the doppelgänger figure, the city – Evija Trofimova discovers Auster's
“writing machine”, a device that works both as a means to write and as a construct that manifests



the emblematic writer-figure. This is a book about assembling texts and textual networks, the
writing machines that produce them, and the ways such machines invest them with meaning.
Embarking on a scholarly quest that takes her from between the lines of Auster's work to between
the streets of his beloved New York and finally to the man himself, Paul Auster's Writing Machine
becomes not just a critical investigation but a critical collaboration, raising important questions
about the ultimate meaning of Auster's work, and about the relationship between texts, their
authors, their readers and their critics.
  city of glass paul auster: Paul Auster's City of Glass , 2017 When reclusive crime writer Daniel
Quinn receives a mysterious call seeking a private detective in the middle of the night, he quickly
and unwittingly becomes the protagonist in a thriller of his own. As the familiar territory of the noir
detective genre gives way to something altogether more disturbing, Quinn becomes consumed by his
mission, and begins to lose his grip on reality.
  city of glass paul auster: Detective by Chance. An Analysis of Paul Auster's CITY OF
GLASS as Postmodern Anti-detective Fiction Ralph Jeffrey Taylor, 2004
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