
citizenship writing test
Citizenship Writing Test: What You Need to Know and How to Prepare

citizenship writing test is an essential part of the naturalization process
for many countries, especially in the United States. It evaluates an
applicant’s ability to communicate effectively in written English, ensuring
that new citizens can participate fully in civic life. While it might seem
intimidating at first, understanding what the test entails and how to prepare
can make the experience much smoother and less stressful.

Understanding the Citizenship Writing Test

The citizenship writing test is designed to assess an applicant’s proficiency
in writing basic English sentences. Unlike other parts of the naturalization
exam, which often focus on reading, speaking, and civics knowledge, this
section specifically checks whether you can write simple sentences that
demonstrate your understanding of English.

Why Is the Writing Test Important?

Being able to write in English is crucial for new citizens. Whether it’s
filling out forms, communicating in the workplace, or engaging in government
and community activities, writing skills help ensure that individuals can
fully participate in their new country. The writing test confirms that
applicants have a functional level of English literacy, which supports their
integration into society.

What Does the Test Involve?

During the citizenship interview, a USCIS officer will ask you to write one
or more sentences in English. These sentences typically relate to civics
topics or personal information, like your name, address, or reasons for
applying for citizenship. The sentences are dictated aloud, and you must
write them down legibly. The sentences are generally straightforward,
focusing on common vocabulary and simple grammar.

Preparing for the Citizenship Writing Test

Knowing what to expect is half the battle. Preparing thoroughly can help you
feel confident on test day. Here are some practical ways to get ready for the



citizenship writing test.

Practice Writing Simple Sentences

Since the test requires writing basic English sentences, it’s helpful to
practice writing short, clear sentences daily. You might start with sentences
like “I live in New York” or “I want to become a citizen.” Repetition will
help you get comfortable with spelling and sentence structure.

Familiarize Yourself with Common Vocabulary

The writing test often uses words related to civics and daily life, such as
“government,” “vote,” “flag,” or “law.” Reviewing these common words and
understanding their meanings can make it easier to write sentences that are
accurate and relevant.

Use Official Study Materials

Many countries’ immigration agencies provide official study guides and
practice tests. For instance, the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services
(USCIS) offers free resources, including lists of vocabulary words and sample
writing sentences. Using these materials ensures that you are preparing with
content directly related to the test.

Take Advantage of ESL Classes

If English is not your first language, enrolling in an English as a Second
Language (ESL) class can be beneficial. These courses often focus on reading,
writing, listening, and speaking skills, which are all important for the
naturalization process. Some community centers and libraries offer free or
low-cost classes tailored for citizenship applicants.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

While the citizenship writing test is designed to be accessible, some
applicants face challenges that can make the process difficult. Understanding
these hurdles and how to address them can improve your chances of success.



Nervousness During the Interview

Test-day jitters are normal, but anxiety can affect your ability to write
clearly. Practice deep breathing and positive visualization techniques
beforehand. Remember that the officer is there to help you succeed, not to
trick you.

Spelling and Grammar Mistakes

Minor errors are usually acceptable as long as the sentence is
understandable. However, practicing correct spelling and basic grammar rules
will boost your confidence and increase your chances of passing. Using
flashcards or spelling apps can be a fun way to improve.

Legibility

Your handwriting must be clear enough for the officer to read. If your
handwriting tends to be difficult to read, practice writing slowly and
neatly. Using lined paper during practice sessions can help maintain
consistent letter size and spacing.

Additional Tips for Success

Beyond basic preparation, there are a few extra tips that can make a big
difference when taking the citizenship writing test.

Listen Carefully: Pay close attention when the officer reads the
sentence aloud. Ask them to repeat if you didn’t hear it clearly.

Write What You Hear: Don’t try to write what you think the sentence
might be; stick to exactly what is said.

Stay Calm: Take your time to write the sentence carefully. Rushing can
lead to mistakes.

Bring Necessary Supplies: Some test centers provide paper and pen, but
it’s good to confirm beforehand and bring your own if allowed.



How the Citizenship Writing Test Fits into the
Overall Naturalization Process

The writing test is just one component of the broader naturalization
interview. Along with the writing test, applicants typically complete a
reading test, a speaking test, and a civics test. Each part evaluates
different skills required for citizenship. A strong performance across all
sections demonstrates that the applicant is prepared to take on the
responsibilities of a citizen.

The writing test, in particular, is closely linked to the reading and
speaking tests. Improving your writing skills will often help your reading
comprehension, and practicing speaking English regularly will boost your
overall language proficiency. Together, these skills form the foundation for
successful integration into a new country.

What Happens If You Don’t Pass the Writing Test?

If you don’t pass the writing test on your first attempt, don’t be
discouraged. Many applicants are given a second chance to take the test
within a certain period. Use this time to focus on your weak areas and
practice more intensively. It’s important to stay motivated and remember that
passing the writing test is achievable with consistent effort.

Resources to Help You Prepare

Accessing the right resources can make all the difference when studying for
the citizenship writing test. Here are some valuable tools and where to find
them:

Official Government Websites: For example, USCIS offers downloadable
practice tests and vocabulary lists.

Community Centers and Libraries: Many host citizenship workshops and
offer free study materials.

Online Practice Platforms: Websites and mobile apps dedicated to
citizenship test preparation often include interactive writing
exercises.

Local ESL Programs: These provide structured classes focusing on
practical English skills.



By incorporating these resources into your study plan, you can approach the
citizenship writing test with greater confidence and competence.

---

Navigating the citizenship writing test is a significant milestone on the
path to becoming a citizen. With clear understanding, focused preparation,
and the right support, you can master the skills needed to pass this test and
move one step closer to embracing your new national identity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What topics are commonly covered in the citizenship
writing test?
The citizenship writing test commonly covers basic English language skills,
including writing simple sentences related to American civics, history, and
government.

How can I prepare for the citizenship writing test?
You can prepare by practicing writing simple sentences about U.S. history and
government, studying vocabulary related to citizenship, and taking practice
tests available from the USCIS website.

Is the citizenship writing test only in English?
Yes, the citizenship writing test is conducted in English, and applicants
must demonstrate the ability to write one out of three sentences correctly in
English.

What happens if I fail the citizenship writing test?
If you fail the writing test, you will be given a second opportunity to take
the test on the same day. If you fail again, you may retake the test at a
later date.

Are there any exemptions for the citizenship writing
test?
Certain applicants may be exempt from the writing test due to age and
disability status, such as applicants over a specific age with long-term
permanent residency or those with physical or developmental disabilities.



Additional Resources
Citizenship Writing Test: An In-Depth Review of Its Role and Impact

citizenship writing test is an integral component of the naturalization
process in many countries, designed to assess an applicant's mastery of
language and understanding of civic responsibilities. As immigration policies
evolve and the global landscape shifts, these tests have become more than
just bureaucratic hurdles—they are reflections of national identity,
integration strategies, and educational standards. This article unpacks the
nuances of citizenship writing tests, exploring their structure, purpose, and
the broader implications they carry for prospective citizens.

Understanding the Citizenship Writing Test

The citizenship writing test typically evaluates an applicant’s ability to
communicate effectively in the official language of the country they wish to
join. Unlike oral proficiency tests, which focus on speaking and listening
skills, the writing component requires candidates to demonstrate clarity of
thought, grammatical accuracy, and coherence in written expression. This
element is often coupled with knowledge-based questions about the country’s
history, government, and societal values.

Countries such as the United States, Canada, Australia, and the United
Kingdom include some form of writing assessment in their naturalization
exams. However, the format and expectations vary widely. For example, the
U.S. citizenship test demands applicants to write one out of three sentences
dictated by an immigration officer, testing basic literacy. In contrast,
Australia’s citizenship test incorporates written components that require
more extensive comprehension and response skills.

The Purpose Behind the Writing Test

At its core, the citizenship writing test serves multiple objectives:

Language proficiency verification: Ensuring applicants can engage with
everyday civic life, including understanding official documents and
communicating with public services.

Integration measurement: Assessing whether prospective citizens have
reached a level of cultural assimilation that enables active
participation in society.

Standardization of criteria: Providing a uniform method to evaluate
linguistic ability across diverse applicant pools.



By setting a threshold for writing skills, governments aim to foster social
cohesion and minimize barriers to integration while maintaining rigorous
standards for citizenship eligibility.

Comparative Analysis of Citizenship Writing
Tests Globally

Diverse approaches to citizenship writing tests exist worldwide, reflecting
differing immigration philosophies and linguistic landscapes. A comparative
review reveals how these tests align with broader policy goals.

United States

The U.S. citizenship writing test is relatively straightforward. Applicants
must write one sentence correctly out of three dictated by the interviewer,
focusing on basic English literacy. This approach emphasizes minimal language
barriers while prioritizing rapid naturalization. However, critics argue that
this method may not fully capture an applicant’s ability to engage with
complex civic matters or written communication beyond simple sentences.

Canada

Canada’s approach integrates language proficiency testing conducted
separately from the citizenship test. Applicants must demonstrate listening,
speaking, reading, and writing skills at a Canadian Language Benchmark Level
4 or higher. The writing test involves completing forms or answering
questions in writing, reflecting practical communication skills necessary for
daily life and civic participation.

Australia

Australia’s citizenship writing test includes a language and literacy
component, with candidates expected to read and write sentences related to
Australian values and laws. The test emphasizes understanding and
articulating concepts central to Australian society, merging language ability
with civic knowledge.

United Kingdom

While the UK’s Life in the UK Test does not include a formal writing



component, applicants must demonstrate English language proficiency through
recognized tests, which encompass writing assessments. This indirect approach
separates language proficiency from the citizenship test, ensuring candidates
meet established linguistic standards before applying.

Features and Challenges of the Citizenship
Writing Test

The citizenship writing test is not without its complexities. Understanding
its features and potential drawbacks is crucial for policymakers and
applicants alike.

Features

Standardization: Tests are designed to apply consistent criteria to all
applicants, enhancing fairness and transparency.

Practical relevance: Test content often relates to everyday
communication and civic engagement, aiming to equip new citizens for
real-world challenges.

Integration-focused: Writing tasks frequently incorporate questions
about national values, laws, and history, linking linguistic skills to
cultural knowledge.

Challenges

Language barriers: Applicants from non-English-speaking backgrounds may
struggle, potentially prolonging the path to citizenship.

Test anxiety and accessibility: The pressure of timed writing tests can
disadvantage some candidates, particularly those with learning
disabilities or limited formal education.

Risk of exclusion: Rigid testing criteria may inadvertently exclude
individuals who are otherwise well-integrated but face linguistic
challenges.

Variability in preparation resources: Access to study materials and
language courses can significantly influence test outcomes, raising
concerns about equity.



Preparing for the Citizenship Writing Test

Preparation is key to successfully navigating the citizenship writing test.
Candidates benefit from focused study plans that address both language skills
and civic knowledge.

Effective Strategies

Language practice: Engaging in regular reading and writing exercises,1.
including sentence dictation and composition, to build fluency and
confidence.

Familiarization with test format: Reviewing past test examples and2.
understanding the specific requirements of the writing section.

Civic education: Learning about the country’s history, government3.
structure, and key societal values to integrate knowledge with language
tasks.

Utilizing preparatory courses: Enrolling in language and citizenship4.
classes that provide targeted instruction and feedback.

Resources Available

Many governments and nonprofit organizations offer free or low-cost online
materials, practice tests, and workshops designed to aid applicants. Mobile
apps and interactive platforms have also emerged as popular tools for
flexible learning.

The Broader Implications of Citizenship Writing
Tests

Beyond individual assessment, citizenship writing tests reflect broader
social and political dynamics. They serve as gatekeepers to national
identity, influencing how newcomers perceive belonging and acceptance.

The requirement to demonstrate writing proficiency underscores the value
placed on communication and education in civic participation. However, it



also raises questions about inclusivity and the balance between maintaining
standards and accommodating diversity.

As immigration continues to shape societies globally, the design and
implementation of citizenship writing tests will likely remain a topic of
debate, with ongoing discussions about fairness, accessibility, and cultural
integration.

In essence, the citizenship writing test is a multifaceted instrument that
intertwines language competency with national identity, playing a crucial
role in the naturalization process and the evolving concept of citizenship
itself.

Citizenship Writing Test

  citizenship writing test: Citizenship Writing Test Practice English Version Angelo
Tropea, 2020-07-28 Citizenship Writing Test Practice English Version: Write-in-book practice to
prepare you for the U.S. Citizenship Writing Test in a simple and fast way! Prepares you for the
citizenship writing test. Carefully prepared to contain everything you need. Our team works hard to
provide the tools to help you succeed. Get this valuable guide which contains: All OFFICIAL
vocabulary words for the writing test. Easy to understand instructions and step-by-step lessons to
help you master writing the words. Examples of the words and sentences written in hand-printed
style and script (longhand) style. Perfect for those whose native alphabet is different from the
English alphabet. Link to our popular YouTube practice video that corresponds to this book.
Contains the text and examples of the words and sentences. This popular video is at: https:
//www.youtube.com/watch?v=P7lFvKYUbM4 (It has been viewed more than 238,000 times!) Use this
book and video to prepare well for the writing test. Let our experts help you succeed! Prepare well
for success!
  citizenship writing test: U.S. Citizenship For Dummies Jennifer Gagliardi, 2022-05-27
Become a U.S. immigration wiz with this hands-on and practical guide to U.S. citizenship In U.S.
Citizenship For Dummies, expert citizenship and ESL instructor Jennifer Gagliardi walks you
through the ins and outs of the complicated process of obtaining citizenship in the United States.
From preparing for test day to understanding the interview process and learning about recent
changes to immigration laws, this book demystifies the legal process of transforming a foreign
national into a citizen of the U.S. In this book, you’ll get: Up-to-date info on the various application
and immigration forms you’ll need to complete to become a citizen Needed preparation for the
all-important interview Complete coverage of the different visas and green cards available to foreign
nationals and how you can qualify for them Whether you’re an immigrant-to-be who’s interested in
becoming an American citizen, or you’re already a citizen but you want to bone up on U.S. history,
government, and civics knowledge, U.S. Citizenship For Dummies is the perfect guide to the
procedural and substantive knowledge you need to understand the American immigration system.
  citizenship writing test: Resources in Education , 2000-04
  citizenship writing test: Imagining the Cosmopolitan in Public and Professional Writing
Anne Surma, 2012-11-20 In this important book, Surma combines threads from ethical, political,
communications, sociological, feminist and discourse theories to explore the impact of writing in a
range of contexts and illustrate the ways in which it can strengthen social connections.
  citizenship writing test: Language, Immigration and Naturalization Ariel Loring, Vaidehi
Ramanathan, 2016-04-20 This volume focuses on the everyday legalities and practicalities of

https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-146/citizenship-writing-test.pdf


naturalization including governmental processes, the language of citizenship tests and classes, the
labelling and lived experiences of immigrants/outsiders and the media’s interpretation of this
process. The book brings together scholars from a wide range of specialities who accentuate
language and raise issues that often remain unarticulated or masked in the media. The contributors
highlight how governmental policies and practices affect native-born citizens and residents
differently on the basis of legal status. Furthermore, the authors observe that many issues that are
typically seen as affecting immigrants (such as language policies, nationalist identities and feelings
of belonging) also impact first-generation native-born citizens who are seen as, or see themselves as,
outsiders.
  citizenship writing test: Roadmap to 4th Grade Reading and Writing, Ohio Edition Greg
Faherty, 2002-01-15 The Roadmap series works as a year-long companion to earning higher grades,
as well as passing the high-stakes 4th Grade Reading and Writing Ohio Proficiency Test that is
necessary for grade level promotion. This book has been designed according to the specific
standards set forth by the state of Ohio. Now parents can work with their kids to both improve their
grades and pass these important tests. The experts at The Princeton Review have analyzed the OPT,
and this book provides the most up-to-date, thoroughly researched practice possible. TPR breaks the
test down into individual skills and provides lessons modeled after the OPT to familiarize students
with the test's structure, while increasing their overall skill level. The Princeton Review knows what
it takes to succeed in the classroom and on tests. This book includes strategies that are proven to
raise student performance. TPR provides: - Content review, detailed lessons, and practice exercises
modeled after the actual exam - Proven test-taking skills and techniques such as paragraph labeling
and outlining drafts - 4 complete practice OPTs
  citizenship writing test: From Migrant to Citizen: Testing Language, Testing Culture C.
Slade, M. Möllering, 2010-05-28 In this impressive volume a combination of theorists - linguists,
historians and lawyers - address the subject of citizenship testing for language proficiency and
'cultural' knowledge. Discussing themes of identity and cultural belonging, they draw out the
implications for Australia and the wider international community.
  citizenship writing test: Citizenship Foundation Skills and Knowledge Clusters , 2010
  citizenship writing test: Learn About the United States: Quick Civics Lessons (Revised
February, 2019) U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, 2019-03-16 Thank you for your
interest in becoming a citizen of the United States of America. Your decision to apply for U.S.
citizenship is a very meaningful demonstration of your commitment to this country. As you prepare
for U.S. citizenship, Learn About the United States: Quick Civics Lessons will help you study for the
civics and English portions of the naturalization interview. There are 100 civics (history and
government) questions on the naturalization test. During your naturalization interview, you will be
asked up to 10 questions from the list of 100 questions. You must answer correctly 6 of the 10
questions to pass the civics test. Applicants who are age 65 or older and have been a permanent
resident for at least 20 years at the time of filing the Form N-400, Application for Naturalization, are
only required to study 20 of the 100 civics test questions for the naturalization test. Learn About the
United States contains short lessons based on each of the 100 civics questions.
  citizenship writing test: Roadmap to 6th Grade Reading and Writing, Ohio Edition
Stephanie J. Reents, 2002 The Roadmap series works as a year-long companion to earning higher
grades, as well as passing the high-stakes 6th Grade Reading and Writing Ohio Proficiency Test that
is necessary for grade level promotion. This book has been designed according to the specific
standards set forth by the state of Ohio. Now parents can work with their kids to both improve their
grades and pass these important tests. The experts at The Princeton Review have analyzed the OPT,
and this book provides the most up-to-date, thoroughly researched practice possible. TPR breaks the
test down into individual skills and provides lessons modeled after the OPT to familiarize students
with the test's structure, while increasing their overall skill level. The Princeton Review knows what
it takes to succeed in the classroom and on tests. This book includes strategies that are proven to
raise student performance. TPR provides: - Content review, detailed lessons, and practice exercises



modeled after the actual exam - Proven test-taking skills and techniques such as paragraph labeling
and outlining drafts - 4 complete practice OPTs
  citizenship writing test: Hearings United States. Congress. House. Committee on Education,
1971
  citizenship writing test: Citizenship Education and Naturalization Information , 1987
Discusses the rights and responsibilities of becoming a U.S. citizen.
  citizenship writing test: Citizenship Education & Naturalization Information DIANE
Publishing Company, 1987-02 This report is designed especially for persons seeking to become
citizens of the U.S. The texts can be used to help the reader prepare for the naturalization
examination. The main focus is on understanding how individuals and events shaped the U.s. how
the country was built. The importance of individual freedom in the U.S. is stressed throughout the
texts. Includes history text, government text, citizenship education and naturalization information
text, learning objectives, and review questions.
  citizenship writing test: International Labour Review , 1922
  citizenship writing test: Your Guide to Becoming an American Citizen Pasquale De
Marco, 2025-07-12 Embark on an extraordinary journey towards fulfilling the American dream with
this comprehensive guide to U.S. citizenship. Discover the profound significance of becoming an
American, unlocking a world of opportunities and embracing the responsibilities that come with it.
Navigate the naturalization process with clarity and confidence, from eligibility requirements to the
Oath of Allegiance ceremony. Understand the benefits and responsibilities that accompany
citizenship, making informed decisions about your future. Enhance your language skills and master
the intricacies of the English language, the key to unlocking the American dream. Gain valuable
insights into vocabulary building, grammar refinement, and effective communication strategies.
Access a wealth of resources and proven techniques to accelerate your language learning journey.
Delve into the captivating history of the United States, uncovering the events and eras that have
shaped the nation. Explore the Founding Fathers' vision and the Constitution, the cornerstone of
American democracy. Encounter major wars and conflicts, landmark Supreme Court cases, and the
cultural and social movements that have woven the rich tapestry of American identity. Unravel the
complexities of the U.S. government, demystifying its structure and functions. Discover the three
branches of government, the intricate interplay between federal, state, and local levels, and the
fundamental principles of voting and civic participation. Engage with current political issues and
challenges, gaining a deeper understanding of the forces that shape American society. Immerse
yourself in the vibrant tapestry of American culture and values, a kaleidoscope of diversity and
multiculturalism. Discover the customs and traditions that bind Americans together, revel in the
nation's holidays and celebrations, and explore the artistic expressions that reflect the American
spirit. Delve into the media and popular culture that permeate daily life, shaping perceptions and
connecting communities. Discover the vast and diverse geography of the United States, from coast
to coast, from sea to shining sea. Explore the iconic landmarks and natural wonders that define the
American landscape. Discover the major cities and states, each with its unique character and
contributions to the nation's fabric. Comprehend the population statistics and demographics that
paint a portrait of the American people. Gain insights into immigration and migration patterns,
understanding the dynamic forces that have shaped the nation's identity. If you like this book, write
a review!
  citizenship writing test: US Immigration Services Amie Jane Leavitt, 2013-09 The United
States has been a land of immigrants ever since its founding. But what is it like to immigrate here
and who is allowed to do so? In this book, you'll get to follow the stories of several immigrants as
they make their way through the immigration process. From green cards (permanent resident cards)
to naturalization (the process of becoming a United States citizen), you'll get a first-hand look at
what services are available to immigrants along the way and what roadblocks some people might
encounter. This book explains exactly what it's like for a person to immigrate to the United States in
the 21st Century.



  citizenship writing test: National Assessment of Educational Progress 1969-1983
Theodore B. Pratt, 1984 During its first 14 years of existence, the National Assessment of
Educational Progress (NAEP) was located at the Education Commission of the States (ECS). This
annotated bibliography of 575 references lists all major publications by or about NAEP published
between 1969 and 1983. References are in a classified arrangement, by specific or special
assessment. Documents not dealing with a specific assessment are grouped by: Methodological
Publications; Special Analyses; and General and Miscellaneous. Materials by NAEP are separated
from materials about NAEP done by external organizations. Subject, Personal Author, and Preparing
Institution indexes are provided. The compilation is based on materials (documents and journal
articles) archived in the database of the Educational Resources Information Center (ERIC), and
therefore most documents cited can be obtained through the ERIC Document Reproduction Service
(EDRS). (WTB)
  citizenship writing test: Library Services for Immigrants and New Americans Jennifer
Koerber, 2018-05-09 Wondering what your library can do for your community's immigrant
population? This book is replete with resources, tips, and suggestions providing valuable guidance to
librarians who want to better serve this still-growing part of America's population. This up-to-date
guide to developing and implementing a wide variety of services to immigrants and new Americans
focuses on the practical steps of creating and promoting programs. Illustrated by success stories in
libraries throughout the country, the book discusses both traditional (ESOL and citizenship classes)
and transformative (legal aid and workforce development) programs and services in terms of size,
type, and local political climate (e.g., sanctuary cities) at a variety of public libraries as well as in
select school libraries. As changes unfold in regard to how the federal government and local
communities view and treat immigrants and new Americans in their midst, this topic deserves a
fresh take from the profession. The author meets that need, providing practical ideas that range
from creating more accessible websites and improving wayfaring and customer service in order to
overcome cultural roadblocks to dealing with backlash in communities as libraries extend outreach
and partnership-building goals.
  citizenship writing test: Immigration Practice - 15th Edition Robert C. Divine, 2014-06-01
Immigration Practice guides readers through all aspects of immigration law in one volume, complete
with over 3,000 footnote citations to the wide range of statutes, regulations, court and
administrative cases, policy memos, operations instructions, agency interpretive letters, and internet
sites that a lawyer needs for complete understanding of a particular problem. No other source
merges the practical with commentary and analysis so helpfully. The book explains in
understandable language and meaningful and dependable detail the substantive issues and the
practical procedures a lawyer needs to handle a specific immigration matter, complete with
checklists of forms, supporting evidence, and other strategies needed for application/petition
packages. The book has unparalleled coherence, integration and consistency. * Liberally cross
references to other sections in the book where related topics are discussed (because so many topics
are interrelated). * Line-by-line instructions on how to complete the most commonly used forms to
avoid embarrassing mistakes. * Lists the contents of packages to file with government agencies:
forms and fees, detailed support letters, and other supporting evidence. * Explanations of potentially
applicable visa options organized according to the attributes of the foreign national (and the
employer), rather than classifications in alphabetical order, so that practitioners can make sense of
options in light of the client in the office. * Comparisons and charts of attributes and procedures of
such topics as nonimmigrant visa classifications, procedures to permanent residence, and standards
of extreme hardship. * Citations throughout the book, and collection in the extensive CD-ROM
Appendix, to primary source materials and the most useful Internet site URLs with explanation of
the increasingly helpful free databases and tools available through each one. • Internet Links:
Constantly increased and updated links to government web sites containing current contact
information, forms, primary law sources of all types, case status information, and processing and
substantive guides--all referenced by pinpoint citations in the text. See Chapter 5 explaining sources



of law, Appendix C and D-1 showing web links, and the CD-ROM in the back cover providing
one-click access! Readers are strongly encouraged to review and use the CD-ROM and to consider
saving Appendix C, D-1, and E-1 into their hard drives or saving the links to their internet browser
favorites or bookmarks for ready reference all the time. • Upgraded removal-related treatment:
significant improvements to Chapters 10, 11, and 16 by attorney who has worked for immigration
courts several years. • Supreme Court decisions: effects of limited marijuana distribution offense as
aggravated felony (§ 10-6(b)(1)(vi)); tax offenses as aggravated felonies (§ 10-6(b)(1)(vi)); rejection of
comparable grounds rule for 212(c) eligibility (§ 10-6(b)(1)(vii)); modified categorical approach
applies only to divisible statutes (§ 10-6(b)(2)(i)); non-retroactivity of Padilla decision (§
10-6(b)(2)(vi)); rejection of the statutory counterpart rule for § 212(c) waivers (§ 11-5(f)); invalidation
of the Defense of Marriage Act § 14-7(a)(2)(i)); non-imputation to child of firm resettlement of
parents (§ 16-4(c)). • Lower federal court decisions: concerning such issues as: recognizing a
beneficiary to have standing to challenge a USCIS petition denial (§ 2-2(a)(1)(I)); reviewability of
good moral character determinations and other (§ 2-2(a)(1)(I)); court order of USCIS to speed up
FOIA certain responses (§ 4-2); CBP FOIA process (§ 4-2); DOL case disclosure data (§ 4-5); need to
exhaust remedies under DHS TRIP to challenge inclusion on watch list (§ 10-3); CIMT crime
determinations (§ 10-6(b)(1)(iii)); effect of a single firearm sale (§ 10-6(b)(1)(vi)); 212(h) waiver
eligibility in regard to post-entry adjustment but not as to stand alone request (§ 10-6(b)(3));
interference with police helicopter using laser light as CIMT (§ 10-6(c)); whether post-entry
adjustment is an admission for § 212(h) waivers (§ 10-6(b)(3)); whether there is an involuntariness or
duress exception to the terrorism support bar (§ 10-6(c)); enforcement of I-864 financial support
obligations (§ 10-6(d)(2)); mandatory bond hearing after six months of detention (§ 11-3(f)); ICE
detainers found to lack authority (§ 11-3(g)); representation in immigration court at government
expense for aliens with serious mental disabilities (§ 11-4(g)); stop-time and petty offense exceptions
relating to cancellation of removal (§ 11-5(f)); revelation of the BIA's erroneous reliance for decades
on nonexistent provisions of Mexican Constitution affecting legitimation issues (§ 12-3(d)(3));
rejection of BIA's rule against nunc pro tunc adoption orders (§ 14-7(b)(3)); invalidation of FSBPT
efforts to restrict applicants from certain countries to sit for physical therapy exams (§ 15-2(c)(2));
use of impeachment evidence only to terminate asylum (16-2(b)); asylum claims of German
homeschoolers, and mixed motive cases (§ 16-4(a)(3)); social group asylum claims (§ 16-4(a)(3));
expansive implications of inconsistencies in testimony (§ 16-4(a)(4)); particularly serious crimes
barring asylum claims (§ 16-4(c)); special asylum procedures for unaccompanied children (§ 16-4(c));
adjustment eligibility of alien who entered without inspection and then obtained TPS (§ 16-7(a)(6));
eligibility of after-acquired spouse under Cuban Adjustment Act (§ 16-7(e)); preempted state law
provisions aimed at aliens, employers, and landlords (§ 19-4(l)(3)). • BIA decisions on such issues as:
what constitutes a drug trafficking crime (§ 10-6)(b)(1)(iv); implications of child pornography
conviction (§ 10-6(b)(1)(vi)); possession of ammunition by a convicted felon (§ 10-6(b)(1)(vi));
availability of stand-alone § 212(h) waiver without adjustment application (§ 10-6(b)(3)); service of
NTA on a minor (§ 11-3(b)); service of NTA and other safeguards for aliens with serious mental
conditions (§ 11-4(g)); approval of administrative closure of removal cases (§ 11-5(d)); termination of
asylum, then removal and relief in proceedings (§16-2(b)); relocation issues in asylum claims (§
16-4(a)(3)). • Regulations, government policy memorandums, other decisions, and government web
site enhancements concerning such matters as: differing government renderings of single name for
certain persons (§ 1-6(a)(3)); USCIS refusal to accept stamped signatures for attorneys on G-28
(§1-6(a)(3)); USCIS use of bar codes for forms, and danger of making marginal notes on forms
(§1-6(a)(3)); USCIS use of customer-completed e-Request Service inquiries (§ 2-2(a)(1)(F));
movement of all visa processing to the electronic CEAC system (§ 2-3(a)); replacement of the CBP
Inspectors Field Manual with the Officer's Reference Tool and the beginning effort to replace the
USCIS Adjudicators Field Manual with the online Policy Manual (§ 5-4); replacement of the paper
I-94 card for air and sea entries with an automated online I-94 record (§ 7-4(b) and other sections);
new section on Other Redress for Adverse Results (on visas and admissions, § 7-4(c)(14)); the radical



implications of Matter of Arrabally and Yerrabelly concerning the effects of departure under advance
parole (§§ 8-7(d)(2)(i) and 10-6(f)); modernization of the immigrant visa process (§ 8-8); new
Provisional Unlawful Presence Waivers within the U.S. using Form I-601A (§ 10-6(f)); exception to
false claim to U.S. citizenship inadmissibility if claim made before individual was age 18 (§ 10-6(g));
EOIR Online representative registration system (§ 11-3(e)); ICE Parental Interests Directive and ICE
eBOND online bonding process (§ 11-3(f)); ICE non-renewal of 287(f) agreements (§ 11-3(g));
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (§ 11-3(h)(3)); ICE recognition and implementation of statute
allowing post-removal challenges (§11-8(b)); new USCIS Policy Manual provisions on naturalization
eligibility and process, including residence, selective service, § 319(b) special rules, and other
issues, and new N-400 form and instructions (Chapter 12); Government-side implementation of the
Supreme Court's recognition of same-sex marriage (various chapters); exceptional circumstances
allowing foreign-country filing of I-130 petitions where no USCIS office is located (§ 14-5(a));
implications of a withdrawn I-140 (§ 15-1(h)); various policy developments concerning EB-5 investors
(§ 15-2(f)); numerous BALCA cases and DOL positions affecting the PERM labor certification process
and the publication of data about applications (§ 15-3); updated Affirmative Asylum Procedures
Manual (§ 16-3(a)); USCIS memo on exceptional circumstances for failure to appear at asylum
interview (§ 16-3(a)(1)(iii)); litigation settlement agreements to share asylum officer interview notes
in FOIA (§ 16-3(a)(2)), concerning asylum applicant work authorization process and Clock (§ 16-3(c)),
and failure to appear at I-730 interview (§ 16-3(f)); bundling of related L-1 petitions (§ 17-3(b)(4)(i));
presumed L-1 visa validity for maximum reciprocity duration but sometimes more limited stays from
CBP (§ 17-3(b)(7)); filing I-129 petition for Canadian TN, and duration of Mexican TN separate from
visa validity (§ 17-4(c)(2)(ii)); H-1B and H-2A flip-flopping administrative and congressional positions
(§ 17-4(d) and 17-5(e)(1)); B-1 in lieu of H in effect but under review (§ 18-3(1)(2)(B)); accreditation
requirements for F-1 language training programs (§ 18-4(d)(1)); cessation of CBP stamping of I-20
forms (§ 18-4(d)(3)); use of electronic ELIS system for certain changes of status (§ 18-4(d)(4)); new
cap gap and STEM OPT extension policies (§ 18-4(d)(9)(iii); possible need for separate waivers for
different J experiences subject to § 212(e) (§ 18-5(b)(2)(ix)); revisions to M-274 Handbook for
Employers for I-9, USCIS I-9 Central web site, and IRS tightening of ITIN application process (§
19-4(b)); ICE policies about auditing electronically generated I-9 forms (§ 19-4(h)); OCAHO
reductions of ICE I-9 fines on employers (§ 19-4(j)); ICE definition of technical and procedural errors
subject to correction under good faith rules (§ 19-4(j)); USCIS revision of E-Verify MOU and new
notice to workers about TNC resolution, expansion of E-Verify photo tool, and lock out of suspect
SSNs from E-Verify (§ 19-4(l)(1)).
  citizenship writing test: What is Next in Educational Research? Si Fan, Jill Fielding-Wells,
2016-07-08 What is Next in Educational Research? enables the reader to peek into research at the
forefront of a diverse range of education fields as it is being conducted by beginning researchers.
The book illustrates the extensive range of research being undertaken in education through a broad
range of issues, topics and methodologies that will underpin and provoke research well into the
future. The five sections address a range of topics, including: issues in design and methodology,
social integration, language education, leadership, and issues in contemporary education. Each
chapter makes a valuable contribution to existing educational research, and is a testament to the
potential of these researchers to lead innovative educational research projects. Both higher degree
by research students and their supervisors will find this book particularly useful and interesting as it
provides examples of quality research higher degree writing, illustrates a variety of contemporary
methodologies, and supports the early publication of student work.
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