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Brain Droppings George Carlin: A Deep Dive into the Comedic Genius’s Iconic
Work

brain droppings george carlin immediately conjures images of sharp wit,
candid observations, and that unmistakable blend of humor and social
critique. George Carlin, one of the most influential stand-up comedians of
all time, used his unique voice to challenge societal norms, question
language, and poke fun at the absurdities of everyday life. Among his many
contributions, "Brain Droppings" stands out as a seminal piece—both as a book
and a reflection of his comic philosophy.

In this article, we’ll explore what makes Brain Droppings so special, its
impact on comedy and literature, and why George Carlin’s approach still
resonates with audiences decades later.

Understanding Brain Droppings: More Than Just a
Comedy Book

At first glance, Brain Droppings might seem like a straightforward collection
of jokes and musings. However, it’s much more than that. Published in 1997,
this book marked Carlin’s first major foray into the literary world,
showcasing his ability to translate his stand-up persona into the written
word. The title itself—Brain Droppings—captures the essence of the work: a
series of spontaneous, unfiltered thoughts that reveal Carlin’s perspective
on a wide range of topics.

What Is Brain Droppings About?

Brain Droppings is essentially a compilation of Carlin’s observations about
language, politics, religion, and society. His trademark style—combining
humor with sharp social commentary—shines through every page. Whether
dissecting the absurdity of euphemisms or mocking the contradictions in
popular culture, Carlin uses his signature voice to encourage readers to
think critically while laughing.

Some key themes include:

The quirks and idiosyncrasies of the English language

The hypocrisy and irony in politics and religion

Everyday absurdities that people rarely question

The nature of human behavior and societal norms



George Carlin’s Style in Brain Droppings

Carlin’s writing style in Brain Droppings stays true to his stand-up
roots—conversational, incisive, and often provocative. He effortlessly blends
sharp satire with relatable anecdotes. Unlike traditional joke books, Brain
Droppings doesn’t rely solely on punchlines but rather invites readers into
Carlin’s thought process, making it both entertaining and intellectually
stimulating.

The Legacy of Brain Droppings George Carlin:
Why It Matters

Brain Droppings is not just a book; it’s a cultural artifact that
encapsulates George Carlin’s worldview and comedic evolution. Understanding
its significance helps explain why Carlin remains a towering figure in comedy
and social commentary.

Influence on Stand-Up Comedy and Writers

Carlin’s fearless approach to taboo subjects and his mastery of language have
influenced countless comedians and writers. Brain Droppings, with its blend
of humor and insight, serves as a template for those who want to push
boundaries thoughtfully. Many modern comedians cite Carlin as an inspiration
for using comedy as a tool for critical thinking and societal reflection.

Challenging Social Norms Through Humor

One of Carlin’s greatest strengths in Brain Droppings lies in his ability to
challenge ingrained social norms without being preachy. By exposing
contradictions and absurdities in everyday life, Carlin encourages people to
question the status quo. This approach has made Brain Droppings a touchstone
for those interested in countercultural perspectives and free thought.

Exploring Key Sections in Brain Droppings

The book is divided into various sections, each focusing on different aspects
of Carlin’s observations. Here are some highlights that showcase the depth
and range of his humor.

Language and Wordplay

Carlin was fascinated by language, and Brain Droppings reflects this
obsession vividly. From dissecting the misuse of words to highlighting
confusing phrases, he reveals how language shapes our understanding of the
world. His insights remain relevant in discussions about political
correctness and evolving language trends.



Politics and Society

In his typical irreverent style, Carlin critiques politicians, government
policies, and societal hypocrisies. Brain Droppings contains biting
commentary on how power structures manipulate language and public perception,
challenging readers to see beyond surface-level narratives.

Religion and Belief Systems

Carlin was known for his skeptical views on organized religion, and Brain
Droppings does not shy away from this controversial topic. Through humor, he
questions dogma and highlights contradictions within religious institutions,
provoking thought and sometimes discomfort among readers.

Tips for Readers: How to Get the Most Out of
Brain Droppings

If you’re diving into Brain Droppings George Carlin for the first time or
revisiting it, here are some tips to enrich your experience:

Read it Slowly: Carlin’s humor often contains layers of meaning. Taking1.
your time can help you appreciate the nuances.

Reflect on the Observations: Use the book as a springboard for your own2.
critical thinking about language and society.

Discuss with Others: Sharing favorite passages or debating Carlin’s3.
points can deepen understanding and reveal new perspectives.

Watch Carlin’s Performances: To fully grasp his tone and delivery,4.
complement the book with some of his iconic stand-up specials.

Brain Droppings in the Context of George
Carlin’s Career

To appreciate Brain Droppings fully, it helps to see where it fits within
Carlin’s broader career trajectory. By the time the book was published,
Carlin was already a comedy legend, known for pushing boundaries on
television and in live performances.

Transitioning from Stage to Page

While Carlin’s stand-up routines were always about live interaction, Brain
Droppings allowed him to explore his ideas in a different medium. This
transition showcased his versatility and expanded his reach beyond comedy



clubs to readers who appreciate sharp social critique.

Continuing the Legacy with Subsequent Works

Brain Droppings was followed by other written works and specials that
continued Carlin’s exploration of language and society. It set a precedent
for comedians using books as a way to capture their comedic voice and
philosophical outlook in a lasting form.

The enduring appeal of Brain Droppings George Carlin lies in its fearless
honesty, clever observations, and the timeless relevance of its themes.
Whether you’re a die-hard fan or a newcomer curious about the genius of
George Carlin, this book remains a treasure trove of insight and laughter.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Brain Droppings' by George Carlin?

'Brain Droppings' is a book written by comedian George Carlin, published in
1997. It is a collection of his thoughts, observations, and humorous takes on
various topics.

What themes are covered in George Carlin's 'Brain
Droppings'?

'Brain Droppings' covers a wide range of themes including language, politics,
religion, everyday life, and social commentary, all delivered with Carlin's
signature wit and satire.

How did 'Brain Droppings' contribute to George
Carlin's legacy?

'Brain Droppings' solidified George Carlin's reputation as a sharp social
critic and influential comedian by showcasing his distinctive voice and
thought-provoking humor in written form.

Is 'Brain Droppings' written in a traditional
narrative style?

No, 'Brain Droppings' is written as a collection of essays, jokes, and
musings rather than a traditional narrative, reflecting Carlin's stand-up
style.

Are there any notable excerpts or quotes from 'Brain
Droppings'?

Yes, 'Brain Droppings' contains many memorable quotes such as Carlin's
observations on language and society, for example, his critique of euphemisms
and political correctness.



Has 'Brain Droppings' been adapted into other media?

While 'Brain Droppings' itself has not been directly adapted, many of George
Carlin's ideas and comedic styles from the book have influenced his stand-up
specials and other performances.

Additional Resources
Brain Droppings George Carlin: A Deep Dive into the Comedic Masterpiece

brain droppings george carlin represents more than just a book title; it is
an emblematic work by one of the most influential figures in American comedy.
George Carlin, renowned for his sharp wit and fearless social commentary,
used Brain Droppings as a platform to express his unique perspective on
language, culture, politics, and human nature. This article explores the
significance of Brain Droppings within Carlin’s oeuvre, its content and
style, and its lasting impact on both comedy and literature.

The Essence of Brain Droppings George Carlin

Published in 1997, Brain Droppings is a collection of musings, jokes,
observations, and short essays that showcase George Carlin’s signature
style—irreverent, insightful, and unapologetic. Unlike traditional joke books
or comedic memoirs, Brain Droppings offers a multifaceted glimpse into the
mind of a comedian who continually pushed boundaries. It blends sharp social
critique with playful language experiments, giving readers a sense of
Carlin’s relentless curiosity and intellectual rigor.

Brain Droppings George Carlin is often considered a companion piece to his
stand-up routines, but it stands out because it allows Carlin to explore
ideas at his own pace, without the constraints of live performance. This
format enables a deeper dive into topics like political correctness, the
absurdities of everyday language, and cultural contradictions, making it a
timeless resource for understanding Carlin's worldview.

Content and Structure: A Window into Carlin’s Mind

The book is organized into a series of short chapters and sections, each
focusing on a different theme or concept. Readers encounter Carlin’s take on
everything from the meaninglessness of clichés to the paradoxes embedded in
societal norms. The writing style is conversational yet incisive, often
punctuated by humorous asides that lighten complex or controversial subjects.

Some notable features of Brain Droppings include:

Language Play: Carlin’s fascination with words is evident throughout. He
dissects idioms, slang, and euphemisms, exposing their contradictions
and absurdities.

Social Commentary: The book critiques consumerism, politics, and media,
reflecting Carlin’s skepticism about authority and mainstream culture.

Personal Reflections: Interspersed with his observations are candid



glimpses into Carlin’s own thoughts and experiences, adding depth and
authenticity.

This mixture of content types makes Brain Droppings more than a comedy book;
it is a cultural artifact that captures the spirit of late 20th-century
America through the lens of one of its sharpest commentators.

Brain Droppings George Carlin in the Context of
His Career

To appreciate Brain Droppings fully, it is essential to situate it within
George Carlin’s broader career trajectory. By 1997, Carlin was already an
established figure in comedy, celebrated for his groundbreaking routines such
as "Seven Words You Can Never Say on Television." Brain Droppings marked his
first major foray into print, expanding his reach beyond the stage.

Comparison with Other Works

Brain Droppings is often compared to Carlin’s other books, such as "Napalm
and Silly Putty" and "When Will Jesus Bring the Pork Chops?" While all share
a common thread of social criticism and linguistic humor, Brain Droppings is
distinguished by its format and tone. It is less narrative-driven than his
memoirs and less structured than a traditional essay collection, offering a
more spontaneous, free-flowing experience.

Impact on Comedy Literature

Carlin’s contribution to comedy literature through Brain Droppings helped
pave the way for comedians to engage audiences beyond performance venues. The
book demonstrated that comedic insights could be as powerful in written form
as on stage, influencing later comedians and writers to explore similar
formats. It stands as a testament to the versatility of comedy as a medium
for cultural commentary.

Analyzing the Themes and Style of Brain
Droppings

A close examination of Brain Droppings reveals several recurring themes that
resonate with readers and continue to be relevant.

Language and Meaning

George Carlin was famously obsessed with language, and Brain Droppings is a
playground for his linguistic explorations. He challenges the way people use
and misuse words, highlighting how language shapes thought and culture. By



dissecting everyday expressions and questioning accepted meanings, Carlin
encourages readers to think critically about communication.

Society and Hypocrisy

Throughout Brain Droppings, Carlin exposes societal hypocrisies with a blend
of humor and cynicism. He scrutinizes political correctness, consumer
culture, and institutional authority, revealing contradictions that many
overlook. His ability to blend humor with biting critique invites readers to
reflect on societal norms without feeling preached to.

Mortality and Human Nature

Interwoven with humor are poignant reflections on human existence, mortality,
and the absurdities of life. Carlin balances dark themes with levity,
demonstrating his skill in addressing serious topics through a comedic lens.
This duality enriches the reading experience, making Brain Droppings both
entertaining and thought-provoking.

Pros and Cons of Brain Droppings George Carlin

While Brain Droppings has been widely praised, it is not without its
complexities. Understanding the strengths and limitations of the book can
offer a more nuanced perspective.

Pros:

Offers a unique blend of humor and social commentary.

Showcases Carlin’s linguistic genius and sharp observational skills.

Accessible format with short, engaging chapters.

Timeless themes that remain relevant decades after publication.

Cons:

Some readers may find the tone cynical or abrasive.

The lack of a continuous narrative might feel disjointed to those
expecting a traditional biography or memoir.

Humor reliant on cultural context from the 1990s may not resonate
with all modern audiences.

Despite these considerations, Brain Droppings remains a vital work in



understanding George Carlin’s impact on comedy and culture.

Legacy and Continued Relevance

More than two decades after its release, Brain Droppings George Carlin
continues to influence comedians, writers, and readers interested in the
intersection of humor and social critique. The book’s incisive observations
on language and society have only grown more pertinent in an era marked by
rapid communication and cultural shifts.

Carlin’s fearless approach to taboo subjects and his commitment to
intellectual honesty set a standard for comedic discourse. Brain Droppings
invites readers not just to laugh but to question, making it a significant
contribution to both comedy and critical thought.

In exploring Brain Droppings, one gains insight into the mind of a comedian
who was as much a philosopher as an entertainer—someone who used humor to
illuminate the complexities of the human experience. This enduring work
remains a vital touchstone for those seeking to understand the power of
comedy as a tool for reflection and change.

Brain Droppings George Carlin

  brain droppings george carlin: Brain Droppings George Carlin, 2023-10-10 Sometimes, a
little brain damage can help. A book of original humor pieces by beloved comic George Carlin. Filled
with thoughts, musings, questions, lists, beliefs, curiosities, monologues, assertions, assumptions,
and other verbal ordeals, Brain Droppings is infectiously funny. Also included are two timeless
monologues, A Place for Your Stuff and Baseball-Football. Readers will get an inside look into
Carlin's mind, and they won't be disappointed by what they find: I buy stamps by mail. It works OK
until I run out of stamps. What year did Jesus Christ think it was? A tree: first you chop it down, then
you chop it up. Have you ever noticed the lawyer is always smiling more than the client? I put a
dollar in one of those change machines. Nothing changed. If you ever have chicken at lunch and
chicken at dinner, do you ever wonder if the two chickens knew each other? Carlin demolishes
everyday values and yet leaves you laughing out loud.
  brain droppings george carlin: The Best of Brain Droppings George Carlin, Inc Peter Pauper
Press, 2007-06 With his signature dark and daring humor drawn from everyday life, the world at
large, and the vagaries of the English language, George Carlin offers his creative finest in The Best
of Braindroppings. From the random braindropping (When you sneeze, all the numbers in your head
go up by one.) to favorite oxymorons (holy war, for one), and from questions to ponder (Why are
there no B batteries? for instance) to his classic monologue comparing baseball and football, this
little book packs in a lot of laughs.
  brain droppings george carlin: 3 x Carlin George Carlin, 2015-09-01 A perfectly gift-able,
perfectly cynical, slipcased omnibus of George Carlin's trademark irreverence--including bonus
never-before-published material. For four decades, George Carlin has been one of America's favorite
comics, known as much for his willingness to take on taboo subjects as for his absurdist wordplay.
As an author, he has proved equally popular: With combined sales of more than two million copies,
Carlin's three books of razor-sharp and hilarious observations have topped bestseller lists
nationwide. Now, just in time for the holidays, Hyperion proudly collects all three volumes -- When
Will Jesus Bring the Pork Chops?, Napalm and Silly Putty, and Brain Droppings -- into one hilarious
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omnibus, a slipcased edition that also includes new material.
  brain droppings george carlin: Three Times Carlin George Carlin, 2011-05-17 A perfectly
gift-able, perfectly cynical, slipcased omnibus of George Carlin's trademark irreverence -- including
bonus never-before-published material For four decades, George Carlin has been one of America's
favorite comics, known as much for his willingness to take on taboo subjects as for his absurdist
wordplay. As an author, he has proved equally popular: With combined sales of more than two
million copies, Carlin's three books of razor-sharp and hilarious observations have topped bestseller
lists nationwide. Now, just in time for the holidays, Hyperion proudly collects all three volumes --
When Will Jesus Bring the Pork Chops, Napalm and Silly Putty, and Brain Droppings - into one
hilarious omnibus, a slipcased edition that also includes new material.
  brain droppings george carlin: Napalm & Silly Putty George Carlin, 2001-07-01 A hilarious
new collection of razor-sharp observations from the New York Times bestselling author of Brain
Droppings. Few comics make the transition from stage to page as smoothly or successfully as
George Carlin. Brain Droppings spent a total of 40 weeks on the New York Times bestseller list, and
this new one is certain to tickle even more ribs (and rattle a few more cages) with its
characteristically ironic take on life's annoying universal truths. In Napalm & Silly Putty, Carlin
doesn't steer clear of the tough issues, preferring instead to look life boldly in the eye to pose the
questions few dare to ask: How can it be a spy satellite if they announce on TV that it's a spy
satellite? Why do they bother saying raw sewage? Do some people cook that stuff? In the expression
topsy-turvy, what exactly is meant by turvy? And he makes some startling observations, including:
Most people with low self-esteem have earned it. Guys don't seem to be called Lefty anymore. Most
people don't know what they're doing, and a lot of them are really good at it. Carlin also waxes
wickedly philosophical on all sorts of subjects, including: KIDS--They're not all cute. In fact, if you
look at them closely, some of them are rather unpleasant looking. And a lot of them don't smell too
good either. DEATH ROW--If you're condemned to die they have to give you one last meal of your
own request. What is that all about? A group of people plan to kill you, so they want you to eat
something you like? Add to the mix The Ten Most Embarrassing Songs of All Time, The 20th Century
Hostility Scoreboard, and People I Can Do Without, and you have an irresistibly insouciant
assortment of musings, questions, assertions, and assumptions guaranteed to please the millions of
fans waiting for the next Carlin collection--and the millions more waiting to discover this comic
genius.
  brain droppings george carlin: The Brain Droppings 1999 Daily, 1998-08 Last season's
hardcover edition of Brain Droppings from legendary stand-up comic and word wizard George Carlin
was a huge success -- soaring to the top of The New York Times bestseller list ... and The Wall Street
Journal ... and Publishers Weekly ... and USA Today ... and the Los Angeles Times. According to
Entertainment Weekly, few funnymen are better suited for the page than Carlin, the
language-obsessed cynic. And as People magazine wrote, It's clear that Carlin's thinking is as
pleasantly warped as ever.Now for the first time, Carlin has produced a calendar of 365 original
one-liners from his best-selling book that is guaranteed to keep fans laughing every day of the year.
From nonsensical statements such as, Eventually there will come a time when everyone is in a band,
to the ultimately profound, It is impossible to dry one hand, readers will get an inside look into
Carlin's mind (and they won't be disappointed by what they find!). A home or office must-have for
Carlin fans everywhere.
  brain droppings george carlin: Sometimes a Little Brain Damage Can Help George
Carlin, 1984
  brain droppings george carlin: The Cooperstown Symposium on Baseball and American
Culture, 2013-2014 William M. Simons, 2015-02-12 Generally acknowledged as the preeminent
gathering of baseball scholars, the annual Cooperstown Symposium on Baseball and American
Culture has made significant contributions to baseball research and pedagogy. This collection of 17
new essays is selected from the approximately 100 presentations of the 2013 and the 2014
symposia, covering topics whose importance extends beyond the ballpark. Presented in six themed



parts, the essays consider the congruence of culture and baseball, the importance of ballpark itself,
the myths, legends and icons of the baseball imagination, international and ethnic game variations,
the work of baseball museum curators and a context for the game's rules of play and labor.
  brain droppings george carlin: Last Words George Carlin, 2009-11-10 This ebook features
added multimedia content: an interview with George Carlin’s daughter Kelly about life with her dad,
and a tribute video with interviews with Susie Essman, Michael Ian Black, Richard Belzer, George
Wendt, and Jeffrey Ross, who talk about Carlin’s incredible ability to make people laugh. One of the
undisputed heavyweight champions of American comedy, with nineteen appearances on the Johnny
Carson show, thirteen HBO specials, five Grammys, and a critical Supreme Court battle over
censorship under his belt, George Carlin saw it all throughout his extraordinary fifty-year career,
and made fun of most of it. Last Words is the story of the man behind some of the most seminal
comedy of the last half century, blending his signature acerbic humor with never-before-told stories
from his own life, including encounters with a Who’s Who of 1970s celebrity—from Lenny Bruce to
Hugh Hefner—and the origins of some of his most famous standup routines. Carlin’s early conflicts,
his long struggle with substance abuse, his turbulent relationships with his family, and his triumphs
over catastrophic setbacks all fueled the unique comedic worldview he brought to the stage. From
the heights of stardom to the low points few knew about, Last Words is told with the same
razor-sharp wit and unblinking honesty that made Carlin one of the best-loved comedians in
American history
  brain droppings george carlin: Know Doubt John Ortberg, 2014-11-04 In this refreshingly
candid look at what it takes to live a life of faith, John Ortberg takes an honest look at the misgivings
and uncertainties that often shake our beliefs as we navigate through the highs and lows of life.
Reflecting on his own bouts with doubt and uncertainty, Ortberg shares with readers his discovery
that, rather than being a contradiction in terms, doubt and faith may be very much a part of each
other. He challenges readers to consider how doubt can motivate us to study and learn, how
questioning expands our understanding, and how uncertainty can lead to trust. These challenges
point us toward the relief of being totally honest. The right kind of doubt can be a gift—an
action-generating truth that actually allows us to deepen our faith and intimacy with God. Written to
challenge, comfort, and inspire readers, Know Doubt reveals uncertainty as a cause for celebration.
  brain droppings george carlin: What's Left of the World David J. Blacker, 2019-05-31 In 1960,
Paul Goodman argued that the Fordist system that treated people as mere cogs in a machine had
created a profound unhappiness in young people and in American society as a whole. More than half
a century later, professor David Blacker recognizes that decades of neoliberalism have pushed
young people beyond unhappiness and into a collective identity crisis. Overall, Americans no longer
feel needed to do jobs that had previously anchored them in society and are becoming disconnected
and purposeless. The proliferation of new identities, based not on work but on consumption, is
symptomatic of neoliberalism and its hyper-commodification and deregulation of everyday life.
  brain droppings george carlin: Baseball as a Road to God John Sexton, Thomas Oliphant,
Peter J. Schwartz, 2013-03-07 The president of New York University offers a love letter to America’s
most beloved sport and a tribute to its underlying spirituality. For more than a decade, John Sexton
has taught a wildly popular New York University course about two seemingly very different things:
religion and baseball. Yet Sexton argues that one is actually a pathway to the other. Baseball as a
Road to God is about touching that something that lies beyond logical understanding. Sexton
illuminates the surprisingly large number of mutual concepts shared between baseball and religion:
faith, doubt, conversion, miracles, and even sacredness among many others. Structured like a game
and filled with riveting accounts of baseball’s most historic moments, Baseball as Road to God will
enthrall baseball fans whatever their religious beliefs may be. In thought-provoking, beautifully
rendered prose, Sexton elegantly demonstrates that baseball is more than a game, or even a national
pastime: It can be a road to enlightenment.
  brain droppings george carlin: Mensa Big Book of Acrostics 2 Michael Ashley, 2008-06
Suitable for acrostics fans, this title features 110 devious acrostics for puzzle-doers. It mixes



crosswords with a bit of code-breaking.
  brain droppings george carlin: Books ,
  brain droppings george carlin: Speaking Clearly Jeffrey C. Hahner, Martin A. Sokoloff,
Sandra L. Salisch, 2013-01-16 The Sixth Edition of Speaking Clearly guides readers through the
challenging process of learning new speech behaviors as well as changing old ones. It will help
readers achieve significant and lasting changes in voice and diction. Some of the valuable tools in
the text include: • Voice and diction drills in increasing order of difficulty; • Ear training techniques;
• A pronunciation list of frequently mispronounced words; • Theory and drills on all of the
component sounds of American English; • An appendix covering foreign accents; and • Icons in the
text refer to the relevant Speech Lab segments. Included with Speaking Clearly is the Speech
Lab—an integrated collection of audio files that provides drill materials for diction, voice, and vocal
expression.
  brain droppings george carlin: Reading Reasons Kelly Gallagher, 2023-10-10 In Reading
Reasons: Motivational Mini-Lessons for Middle and High School, author and teacher Kelly Gallagher
offers a series of mini-lessons specifically tailored to motivate middle and high school students to
read, and in doing so, to help them understand the importance and relevance reading will take in
their lives. This book introduces and explains in detail nine specific real-world reasons why students
should be readers. The book contains 40 practical, classroom-tested and reproducible mini-lessons
that get to the heart of reading motivation and that can be used immediately in English and other
content-area classrooms. These easy-to-use motivational lessons serve as weekly reading booster
shots that help maintain reading enthusiasm in your classroom from September through June. The
mini-lessons, ranging from 5-20 minutes in length, hit home with adolescents, and in turn, enable
them to internalize the importance reading will play in their lives. Rather than telling students
reading is good for them, the lessons in this book show them the benefits of reading.
  brain droppings george carlin: Make 'Em Laugh & Take Their Money Dan S. Kennedy,
2010-04-27 Drawn from 30 years' experience as a popular professional speaker, author of 13 books,
columnist and advertising copywriter, Dan Kennedy looks at humor as an instrument of persuasion
and influence. Anyone--amateur--or pro--who must stand and deliver speeches, seminars, group sales
presentations, serve as toastmaster, or write advertisements, sales letters or newsletters will find
fodder here, to be faster on their feet, more confident and adept at being funny with a purpose. The
book contains thoughtful insight but also simple shortcuts. Reading it, you'll get a better
appreciation for the humor around you and humor professionals who entertain you, and you'll exit
stage left with humor strategies and tricks you can use. Even if you're not all that funny.
  brain droppings george carlin: America's Game Michael MacCambridge, 2008-11-26 It’s
difficult to imagine today—when the Super Bowl has virtually become a national holiday and the
National Football League is the country’s dominant sports entity—but pro football was once a
ramshackle afterthought on the margins of the American sports landscape. In the span of a single
generation in postwar America, the game charted an extraordinary rise in popularity, becoming a
smartly managed, keenly marketed sports entertainment colossus whose action is ideally suited to
television and whose sensibilities perfectly fit the modern age. America’s Game traces pro football’s
grand transformation, from the World War II years, when the NFL was fighting for its very
existence, to the turbulent 1980s and 1990s, when labor disputes and off-field scandals shook the
game to its core, and up to the sport’s present-day preeminence. A thoroughly entertaining account
of the entire universe of professional football, from locker room to boardroom, from playing field to
press box, this is an essential book for any fan of America’s favorite sport.
  brain droppings george carlin: The Dickson Baseball Dictionary 3e Paul Dickson,
2009-02-24 The expanded and now-definitive work on the language of baseball--absorbing and
enlightening reading (Sports Illustrated). Hailed as a staggering piece of scholarship (Wall Street
Journal), The Dickson Baseball Dictionary has become an indispensable resource for those who love
the game. Drawing on dozens of nineteenth- and early twentieth-century periodicals as well as
contemporary sources, Paul Dickson's brilliant, illuminating definitions trace the earliest



appearances of terms both well known and obscure. More than twenty-five years in the making, with
the help of more than three hundred baseball and lexical experts, this new edition is expanded by
more than thirty percent to over 10,000 terms with 18,000 individual entries. It introduces words
and phrases from around the world of baseball, including those introduced by Latin-American
ballplayers, and statistical expressions relating to fantasy baseball and the SABR/Moneyball era.
Packed with more than 250 photos--many rare and previously unpublished--The Dickson Baseball
Dictionary will delight everyone from the youngest fan to the hard-core aficionado.
  brain droppings george carlin: The Meritocracy Myth Stephen J. McNamee, 2018-03-15
The Meritocracy Myth challenges the widely held American belief in meritocracy—that people get
out of the system what they put into it based on individual merit. The book examines talent, attitude,
work ethic, and character as elements of merit and evaluates the effect of nonmerit factors such as
family background, social connections, luck, market conditions, unequal educational opportunities,
and discrimination. The fourth edition has been revised and streamlined throughout. It features new
material on the current economic and political climate; the reasons behind the increasing levels of
inequality in the United States and globally; how economic, social, and cultural factors shaped
Donald Trump’s rise to political prominence, and more. The fourth edition includes a new chapter on
marriage and mobility that examines how patterns in marriage tend to increase the concentration of
wealth and pass on nonmerit advantages to children, furthering trends toward social inequality. A
compelling book on an often-overlooked topic, The Meritocracy Myth is ideal for introducing
students to this provocative topic while sparking discussion and reflection.
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