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Biggest Upset NCAA Basketball History

biggest upset ncaa basketball history moments are etched into the memories of
college basketball fans, often defining the magic and unpredictability of
March Madness. Every spring, when the NCAA tournament tips off, lower-seeded
teams dream of toppling the giants, and every so often, the underdog pulls
off a stunning victory that shocks the nation. These upsets are more than
just games won; they embody the heart, grit, and unpredictability that make
college basketball so captivating.

Understanding the Magnitude of NCAA Basketball
Upsets

In the context of college basketball, an upset occurs when a lower—-seeded or
less—-favored team defeats a highly-ranked opponent. The NCAA tournament is
particularly fertile ground for such surprises because of its single-
elimination format, where one bad game can end a powerhouse’s season. The
“biggest upset NCAA basketball history” tag often goes to those games where
the difference in seeding and expectations was massive, and the outcome was
unexpected.

Why Do Upsets Matter in College Basketball?

Upsets are not just about the shock value; they add a layer of drama and
excitement that keeps fans glued to their screens. They democratize the
sport, reminding everyone that on any given day, talent and teamwork can
overcome odds. These surprises also have a ripple effect on the tournament
bracket pools, media narratives, and even the careers of the players and
coaches involved.

Iconic Upsets That Shook NCAA Basketball

Over the decades, there have been several games that fans and analysts
unanimously agree rank among the biggest upset NCAA basketball history. Let’s
delve into some of these unforgettable moments.

Villanova vs. Georgetown (1985) - The Ultimate
Cinderella Story

One of the most frequently cited upsets in NCAA tournament lore is the 1985
National Championship game where eighth-seeded Villanova stunned the heavily
favored Georgetown Hoyas. Georgetown was a dominant force led by Patrick
Ewing, and Villanova was seen as a clear underdog.

What made this upset so monumental was Villanova’s near-perfect shooting
performance, hitting 78.6% of their field goals, the highest in tournament



history for a championship game. Their disciplined, patient offense and
lockdown defense culminated in a 66-64 victory. This game not only redefined
what an underdog could achieve but also cemented Villanova’s place in college
basketball history.

UMBC’s Historic Win Over Virginia (2018)

In 2018, the University of Maryland, Baltimore County (UMBC) Retrievers
pulled off arguably the most jaw-dropping upset in NCAA tournament history by
defeating the number one overall seed, University of Virginia Cavaliers. This
was the first time a No. 16 seed beat a No. 1 seed in the men’s tournament.

UMBC’s convincing 74-54 victory wasn’t a fluke but a masterclass in
aggressive defense and efficient offense. The Retrievers’ relentless pressure
led to turnovers and scoring runs that dismantled the top-ranked Virginia
team, which had been the reigning national champions. This upset shattered
the perceived invincibility of No. 1 seeds and inspired countless underdogs
in future tournaments.

NC State’s “Cardiac Pack” Upset Over Houston (1983)

The 1983 National Championship game is legendary for NC State’s improbable
victory over the Houston Cougars, a team nicknamed “Phi Slama Jama” for their
high-flying, dunk-heavy style. NC State, coached by Jim Valvano, was an
underdog with a gritty, never-say-die attitude.

The game’s climax involved a last-second dunk by Lorenzo Charles, sealing a
54-52 wvictory. This upset is one of the biggest NCAA basketball history
moments because it combined drama, a Cinderella story, and an iconic buzzer-
beater, embodying the spirit of March Madness.

Factors Behind the Biggest NCAA Basketball
Upsets

What makes these upsets possible? While luck plays a role, several factors
contribute to these underdog triumphs.

Team Chemistry and Momentum

Sometimes, a lower-seeded team gains momentum by winning close early-round
games, building confidence and team chemistry. This unity can overwhelm
higher—-ranked teams who might underestimate their opponents or feel the
pressure of expectations.

Style of Play and Matchups

Certain playing styles clash in ways that favor the underdog. For example, a
team with a strong defensive focus can disrupt a high-scoring favorite, or a



slow-paced, methodical offense might frustrate a team that relies on fast
breaks. Matchups matter immensely, and savvy coaches exploit these
differences to engineer upsets.

Pressure and Expectations

Higher-seeded teams often carry the burden of expectations, which can lead to
tightness and mistakes. Meanwhile, underdogs play with more freedom, knowing
they have little to lose. This psychological advantage can tip the scales in
favor of the less—-favored squad.

Tips for Predicting Potential Upsets in Future
NCAA Tournaments

If you're a fan filling out brackets or just someone intrigued by the thrill
of the upset, here are some pointers to consider:

1. Look for Experienced Underdogs: Teams with veteran players or strong
leadership often perform better under pressure.

2. Analyze Defensive Strength: Underdogs that can slow down the tempo or
force turnovers can neutralize superior offensive teams.

3. Consider Coaching Strategies: Coaches with a track record of tournament
success or clever game plans can tip the odds.

4. Check Injury Reports: Key injuries on favored teams can open the door
for upsets.

5. Watch for Momentum: Teams coming off emotional wins or close calls often
carry that energy forward.

The Enduring Romance of NCAA Basketball Upsets

The biggest upset NCAA basketball history moments remind us why we love the
sport so much. They offer hope to every underdog, thrill fans with
unpredictability, and create stories that transcend sports. From Villanova’s
near-perfect championship run to UMBC'’s historic dismantling of a top seed,
these games prove that heart and hustle can defy the odds.

For players and coaches, these upsets are career-defining. For fans, they’re
unforgettable memories. And for the NCAA tournament, they’re the lifeblood
that keeps March Madness truly mad. Whether you’re a casual observer or a
die—hard fan, these moments reinforce that in college basketball, anything
can happen.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is considered the biggest upset in NCAA
basketball history?

The biggest upset in NCAA basketball history is often cited as the 2018
first-round game where l6th-seeded UMBC defeated the lst-seeded Virginia
Cavaliers, marking the first time a No. 16 seed beat a No. 1 seed.

Has a No. 16 seed ever beaten a No. 1 seed before
UMBC's victory?

No, UMBC's victory over Virginia in 2018 was the first and only time a No. 16
seed defeated a No. 1 seed in the NCAA men's basketball tournament.

What was the score of the UMBC vs. Virginia 2018
upset game?

UMBC defeated Virginia with a score of 74-54 in the 2018 NCAA Tournament
first round.

Are there other notable upsets in NCAA basketball
history besides UMBC's win?

Yes, other notable upsets include the 1985 Villanova Wildcats (8th seed)
winning the championship against Georgetown (1lst seed), and 1lth seed George
Mason's Final Four run in 2006.

Why is the UMBC upset considered such a historic
moment in NCAA basketball?

Because it shattered the long-standing notion that a No. 1 seed could never
lose to a No. 16 seed, showcasing the unpredictability of the tournament and
inspiring lower-seeded teams.

Which team was the top seed that UMBC defeated in
their historic upset?

UMBC defeated the University of Virginia Cavaliers, who were the No. 1
overall seed in the 2018 NCAA tournament.

Have there been any other 1l6-over-1 upsets in NCAA
men's basketball since UMBC's win?

As of 2024, UMBC's 2018 wvictory remains the only instance of a 16 seed
beating a 1 seed in NCAA men's basketball.

How did the UMBC team celebrate their historic upset



in 20182

The UMBC Retrievers celebrated widely with their fans and received national
media attention, highlighting the achievement as one of the greatest moments
in college basketball history.

Additional Resources

Biggest Upset NCAA Basketball History: An Analytical Review of Unforgettable
Moments

biggest upset ncaa basketball history moments are etched deeply into the
legacy of college basketball, captivating fans and altering the narrative of
March Madness year after year. These stunning victories, where underdogs defy
the odds and topple powerhouse programs, embody the unpredictable spirit of
the NCAA tournament. Exploring the most significant upsets not only
highlights the thrilling nature of college hoops but also underscores the
evolving dynamics of competition, strategy, and player performance on the
grandest stage.

Defining the Biggest Upset in NCAA Basketball
History

When discussing the biggest upset NCAA basketball history has witnessed, the
conversation often centers on seed disparities, rankings, and the magnitude
of the teams involved. An upset transcends mere victory; it signifies a
dramatic reversal of expectations, where a lower-seeded or lesser-known team
overcomes a dominant favorite. The NCAA tournament format, with its single-
elimination structure, inherently lends itself to these moments of
unpredictability, making it fertile ground for memorable shocks.

Quantitatively, the most significant upsets are frequently identified by the
gap in seed numbers between the victor and the defeated. Historically, a No.
15 seed beating a No. 2 seed or a No. 16 seed toppling a No. 1 seed has been
considered monumental. However, the context—such as the favored team’s season
record, historical prestige, and in-game circumstances—adds layers to the
narrative beyond numerical seeding.

The 1985 Villanova Wildcats: The Quintessential
Cinderella Story

One cannot discuss the biggest upset NCAA basketball history without
spotlighting the 1985 Villanova Wildcats. Entering the tournament as an
eighth seed, Villanova faced the top-seeded Georgetown Hoyas, a team boasting
Patrick Ewing, a dominant defensive force and future NBA Hall of Famer.
Georgetown was widely expected to cruise to the championship, yet Villanova
executed a near-perfect game, shooting 78.6% from the field and winning
66-64.

This game is often hailed as the greatest upset because Villanova not only
defeated a No. 1 seed but did so by dismantling a defensively elite team with
precision and poise. Their disciplined offense, combined with an unyielding



defensive effort, showcased how strategy and execution can overcome talent
disparities. The Wildcats’ wvictory remains a benchmark for underdog triumphs.

The 2018 UMBC Retrievers: Making History as the First
No. 16 Seed to Top a No. 1 Seed

Fast forward to 2018, the University of Maryland, Baltimore County (UMBC)
Retrievers etched their name into NCAA lore by becoming the first No. 16 seed
to defeat a No. 1 seed, the Virginia Cavaliers. Virginia entered the
tournament as the defending national champions and the overall No. 1 seed,
known for their stifling defense and methodical offense.

UMBC'’s 74-54 victory stunned the basketball world, not just because of the
seeding gap but due to the emphatic nature of the win. The Retrievers
showcased aggressive defense, fast-paced offense, and remarkable three-point
shooting accuracy. This upset redefined the possibilities for lower-seeded
teams and amplified the narrative that no team is invincible in March
Madness.

Analyzing Factors Behind the Biggest NCAA
Basketball Upsets

Understanding the ingredients that lead to the biggest upset NCAA basketball
history reveals common themes. Several factors contribute to these surprising
outcomes:

Psychological Pressure and Expectations

Higher-seeded teams often enter games with immense pressure to perform, which
can lead to tight play and uncharacteristic mistakes. Conversely, underdogs
typically play with a freer mindset, embracing their role as challengers.
This mental dynamic can shift momentum and influence critical moments in
close contests.

Game Strategy and Coaching Adjustments

Successful upsets are frequently the result of superior game planning and
tactical flexibility. Coaches of underdog teams exploit weaknesses in favored
opponents, whether through defensive schemes, tempo control, or exploiting
mismatches. The Villanova and UMBC examples illustrate how meticulous
preparation can neutralize talent advantages.

Player Performance and Momentum Shifts

Individual players stepping up at the right time can swing the outcome
dramatically. Whether it’s a surprising scoring outburst, clutch shooting, or
defensive stops, momentum shifts fueled by standout performances often



underpin the biggest NCAA basketball upsets. These moments become emblematic
of the unpredictability inherent in the tournament.

Role of Injuries and Team Depth

In some instances, unforeseen injuries or lack of bench depth impact the
favored team’s ability to maintain consistency. Underdogs with balanced
rotations and fresher legs can capitalize on these wvulnerabilities,
maintaining intensity throughout the game.

Notable Upsets That Reshaped NCAA Tournament
History

Beyond Villanova and UMBC, several other games stand out in the annals of
college basketball for their shocking results:

e NC State Wolfpack (1983) vs. Houston Cougars: The No. 6 seed NC State’s
improbable run, culminating in a national championship, included a
stunning upset over the heavily favored Houston “Phi Slama Jama” team in
the final.

e Lehigh Mountain Hawks (2012) vs. Duke Blue Devils: A No. 15 seed
defeating a No. 2 seed powerhouse, Lehigh'’s victory was notable for
overcoming a historically dominant program with NBA-bound talent.

e Florida Gulf Coast Eagles (2013) vs. Georgetown Hoyas: Known as “Dunk
City,” the No. 15 seed electrified audiences with high-flying play,
toppling a No. 2 seed and advancing to the Sweet Sixteen.

e Middle Tennessee Blue Raiders (2016) vs. Michigan State Spartans: The
No. 15 seed’s upset over a No. 2 seed and perennial tournament contender
highlighted the increasing parity in college basketball.

These examples underscore how the biggest upset NCAA basketball history
encompasses a diversity of teams, playing styles, and eras. Each upset
contributes to the evolving narrative of the tournament as a stage where
anything can happen.

Impact on Seeding and Future Tournaments

The shockwaves from major upsets influence future NCAA tournament seedings
and scouting approaches. Selection committees and analysts are now more
cautious when assessing teams with inconsistent records or those peaking late
in the season. Additionally, coaches place greater emphasis on preparing for
potential early-round traps, understanding that underestimating any opponent
can lead to premature exits.



Why the Biggest Upsets Matter to College
Basketball Culture

The allure of the biggest upset NCAA basketball history is not just about a
single game; it embodies the democratic essence of college sports. These
upsets democratize success, giving smaller programs national attention,
boosting recruitment, and galvanizing fanbases. They inspire narratives of
perseverance, teamwork, and belief that transcend the court.

Moreover, upsets contribute to the commercial appeal of March Madness,
driving viewership, media coverage, and engagement. They foster an
environment where every team’s dream remains alive, making the tournament a
cultural phenomenon celebrated by millions.

The biggest upset NCAA basketball history continues to evolve with each
passing tournament. As new teams rise and strategies adapt, the possibility
of witnessing another historic upset remains one of the tournament’s most
captivating features. This unpredictability ensures that March Madness
remains a highlight of the sporting calendar and a testament to the enduring
spirit of competition.

Biggest Upset Ncaa Basketball History

biggest upset ncaa basketball history: Biggest Upsets in Sports Ken Rappoport, 2014-09-01
Sports are unpredictable. They?re wacky. They can be totally off-the-wall! This title highlights some
of the most memorable tales and traditions from sports history and is brought to life with exciting
detail. Informative sidebars offer even more stories. You can also find a glossary, additional
resources, and more! This title is a must-read for any sports fan. Aligned to Common Core Standards
and correlated to state standards. SportsZone is an imprint of ABDO Publishing Company.

biggest upset ncaa basketball history: History of NCAA Basketball Bill Gutman, 1992-12-28
Traces the history of the NCAA from 1905 to the present highlighting unforgetable games and
seasons.

biggest upset ncaa basketball history: ,

biggest upset ncaa basketball history: Benching Jim Crow Charles H. Martin, 2010
Historians, sports scholars, and students will refer to Benching Jim Crow for many years to come as
the standard source on the integration of intercollegiate sport.uMark S. Dyreson, author of Making
the American Team: Sport, Culture, and the Olympic Experience --

biggest upset ncaa basketball history: Introduction to 2023 NCAA Division [ men's basketball
tournament Gilad James, PhD, The NCAA Division I men's basketball tournament is one of the
biggest sporting events in the world, and every year, millions of fans tune in to watch the excitement
unfold. The 2021 tournament was held entirely in the state of Indiana due to COVID-19 restrictions,
but the 2023 tournament will be spread across multiple cities around the country. The tournament
will mark the 85th edition of March Madness, and it promises to be a thrilling event that showcases
the best college basketball teams in the country. The 2023 NCAA Division I men's basketball
tournament will feature 68 teams, with 32 automatic qualifiers and 36 at-large bids. The tournament
will begin with the First Four in Dayton, Ohio, where eight teams will battle it out for the final four
spots in the first round. From there, the tournament will move on to the first and second rounds,
which will be played in eight locations around the country, featuring four games each. The Sweet 16
and Elite Eight will be held in two separate locations, with the Final Four and Championship Game
taking place in one final location. This format ensures that fans from all over the country will have
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the opportunity to experience the excitement of March Madness in person.

biggest upset ncaa basketball history: The Ultimate Book of March Madness Tom Hager,
2012-10-21 Every March, millions of Americans have their minds fixated on one thing: the NCAA
men’s basketball tournament. From bracket pools in offices worldwide to students on campuses in
all corners of the nation, “March Madness” takes the country by storm. From the “First Four” to the
Final Four, collegiate heavyweights such as Duke and North Carolina, Kansas and Kentucky, Indiana
and Michigan, Texas and UCLA mix it up with Cinderella underdogs such as VCU, George Mason,
and Penn, reminding the world that anything is possible. The magic of the tournament and the purity
of the amateur game keep fans coming back year after year. From the birth of the tournament in
1939 to the most recent on-court drama, The Ultimate Book of March Madness explores the
stories—both the legendary and the forgotten—behind each year’s tournament, and author Tom
Hager selects the 100 greatest games from tournament history. With insight from dozens of players
and coaches, this book reveals the tension, strategy, and even the behind-the-scenes humor of the
tournament’s history. Featuring a unique blend of storytelling, quotes, vintage photographs, and
game descriptions, The Ultimate Book of March Madness provides the average hoops fan with a
deeper understanding of the history of the Final Four, while providing true fanatics with memorable
and amazing stories they’ve never heard before.

biggest upset ncaa basketball history: STARHOOPERMAN'S BASKETBALL JOURNEY
Mike Talbott, 2024-11-18 His book gives players the answers to what college coaches are looking for
when they see them play. His evals helped his subscribing colleges decide which players they should
go see, thus aiding hundreds of players receive basketball scholarships.

biggest upset ncaa basketball history: Secrets of Professional Sports Betting Michael
Kochan, 2013-09-25 In addition to hard-hitting specific strategies for recognizing opportunities and
finding value, you'll learn the mental aspects necessary for winning: keeping records, money
management, analyzing wagers, and how to think differently from the average losing gambler.
Kochan includes over 50 real-world examples of great bets! 256 pages

biggest upset ncaa basketball history: Game Changers John Feinstein, 2020-08-25 Trouble is
about to tip off for Jeff and Andi’s sixth-grade basketball teams in Game Changers, a standalone
second book in the middle-grade Benchwarmers series by #1 New York Times bestselling
sportswriter John Feinstein. After a controversial season playing on the boys' soccer team, Andi
Carillo is ready to kick butt and take names on the girls' basketball team. Jeff Michaels, her best
friend, is raring to drop his benchwarmer status from soccer and play a leading role on the boys'
basketball squad. But between a coach's coded racism and a teammate's endless sabotage, neither
Andi nor Jeff is in for a layup of a season. To make matters worse, the local media smells more than
one juicy story. Will Andi and Jeff be able to power through and find a way to help both their teams
rebound? From sportswriting legend John Feinstein comes this fast-paced novel about two friends
who are willing to risk it all to change the game—on and off the court.

biggest upset ncaa basketball history: The (Peculiar) Economics of NCAA Basketball T.
McFall, 2014-10-15 The economics of the NCAA Division I men's basketball league are peculiar
because it fails to hire the best college-aged players and does little to enhance competitive balance
within the league. The league's policy decisions and its ability to remain economically viable, despite
its short-sighted governance decisions, are discussed.

biggest upset ncaa basketball history: Were You There?: Over 300 Wonderful, Weird, and
Wacky Moments from the Pittsburgh Civic/Mellon Arena ,

biggest upset ncaa basketball history: The Tym Before ... Nathan Gregory, 2018-03-16 The
Cloud! It sounds fluffy and soft. Amorphous, remote, floating above the world. Run it in the Cloud,
we say. A modern metaphor, but we once had another name, a more descriptive name for using
someone elseOs computer. We called it timesharing. Today we mix the idea of using distant
computers and the idea of communicating via a network and call the combination The Cloud,
imagining we have invented something new. But it isnOt so new after all. Beginning in the 1960s, a
company created a successful business making remote computer services available inexpensively to




anyone via a network built for that purpose. In doing so, they created the first cloud. Companies
offered online resources from banking to research, email to instant messaging, and the ability to run
applications on powerful, remote computers and access them from anywhere. They called it Tymnet,
and the company was Tymshare.

biggest upset ncaa basketball history: Scholastic Year in Sports 2022 James Buckley Jr.,
2022-01-04 The ultimate book for young sports fans is back with the past year's top sports stories.
Look back on another year in sports with Scholastic, featuring exciting and all-new coverage for
2022. Get up close and personal with the top athletes in baseball, basketball, football, soccer, and
more in this perfect book for sports fanatics and newbies alike.

biggest upset ncaa basketball history: Scholastic Year in Sports 2019 James Buckley Jr.,
Shoreline Publishing Group, 2018-11-27 The must-have guidebook for young sports fans is back for
its 10th edition with the latest news and features on the top athletes and sports moments from the
past year. A thrilling look at the past year for sports fans of all ages!Scholastic's annual Year in
Sports celebrates its 10th edition with a brand new 2019 release. The exciting coverage of this
year's sporting events features colorful photographs from right in the action, completely updated
facts and stats, plus special features on the 2018 Winter Olympics and more. Read about all of the
top athletes, championships, and legends. Featuring all your favorite stars in baseball, basketball,
football, and more, this book is perfect for sports newbies, as well as the most devoted fans.

biggest upset ncaa basketball history: The Last Banner Peter May, 2007-02 Of the 16 NBA
championships won by the Boston Celtics, the most memorable is that of the 1985-1986 season--the
Celtics' last championship to date. Powered by the Hall of Fame skills of the legendary Larry Bird,
Robert Parrish, and Kevin McHale, the team was virtually unstoppable. The Last Banner offers a
fascinating, behind-the-scenes look at this remarkable team.

biggest upset ncaa basketball history: Encyclopedia of Sport Management Paul M Pedersen,
2024-09-06 This thoroughly updated second edition of the Encyclopedia of Sport Management is an
authoritative reference work that provides detailed explanations of critical concepts within the field.

biggest upset ncaa basketball history: Britannica Book of the Year, 1986 , 1986 Book of the
year, 1986.

biggest upset ncaa basketball history: Philadelphia's Big Five Skip Clayton, 2016-02-23 The
2015-16 season marks the 60th anniversary of the Big 5, Philadelphia’s top men’s college basketball
teams—LaSalle, Penn, Saint Joseph's, Temple, and Villanova. No other city has schools that
participate in a full round robin, which has grown in popularity in such a sports-driven city.
Philadelphia’s Big Five highlights the history of these five schools, their basketball programs, and
their unique relationship with one another. Author Skip Clayton has interviewed prominent figures
from each school to get a look into some of the biggest moments in Big 5 history. One chapter
focuses exclusively on the legendary coaches from these teams, including several who went on to
coach in the NBA (three from Penn, three from Saint Joseph’s, and one from Temple), and four who
became general managers. Clayton also provides stats on how each Big 5 team did against each
other in the City Series games, the most exciting events for Big 5 fans. Some of the legends
highlighted include: « LaSalle: Larry Cannon, Ken Durrett, Tom Gola * UPenn: Steve Bilsky, Corky
Calhoun, Bob Morse ¢ Saint Joseph’s: Cliff Anderson, Matt Guokas Jr., Jim Lynam ¢ Temple: John
Baum, Eddie Jones, Aaron McKie ¢ Villanova: Harold Jensen, Wali Jones, Jim Washington ¢ Coaches:
Tom Gola, Jack McKinney, Phil Martelli Philadelphia’s Big Five is a great read for Big 5 alumni and
all fans of Philadelphia basketball! Skyhorse Publishing, as well as our Sports Publishing imprint, are
proud to publish a broad range of books for readers interested in sports—books about baseball, pro
football, college football, pro and college basketball, hockey, or soccer, we have a book about your
sport or your team. Whether you are a New York Yankees fan or hail from Red Sox nation; whether
you are a die-hard Green Bay Packers or Dallas Cowboys fan; whether you root for the Kentucky
Wildcats, Louisville Cardinals, UCLA Bruins, or Kansas Jayhawks; whether you route for the Boston
Bruins, Toronto Maple Leafs, Montreal Canadiens, or Los Angeles Kings; we have a book for you.
While not every title we publish becomes a New York Times bestseller or a national bestseller, we




are committed to publishing books on subjects that are sometimes overlooked by other publishers
and to authors whose work might not otherwise find a home.

biggest upset ncaa basketball history: Blue Blood II Art Chansky, 2018-10-30 A follow-up to
Blue Blood that tells the recent history of the Duke-Carolina college basketball rivalry When Art
Chansky's Blue Blood was published in 2005, ESPN’s Dick Vitale said it was about “the greatest
rivalry, not just in college basketball, but in all of sports” and the book was hailed by The East
Carolinan as the “holy text for both sides of the rivalry.” Now, 13 years later, Chansky revisits the
fiercest college basketball rivalry. Since 2005, Duke-Carolina has been a study of rival recruiting
philosophies, disparate playing styles, classic game encounters, coaching milestones, All-American
and NBA draft draft picks galore, plus off -the-court drama, and most recently, the ultimate question
of who will be the next caretakers to this national treasure. Winning more Atlantic Coast Conference
and NCAA championships than the rest of the ACC combined made Duke and UNC the true blue
bloods of basketball. When the prequel to this book was published in 2005, few fans thought the
passionate backyard battle could get any better, but the last 13 years have added new colors and
different fabrics to the mosaic that is the remaining virtue of the college game’s regular season,
which for everyone else is now a qualifying run to the NCAA tournament and March Madness.
Chansky brings all of these details to light, making Blue Blood II a must-have follow-up for Duke and
UNC fans, and college basketball fans in general.

biggest upset ncaa basketball history: The 1960s in Sports , Miles Coverdale ]Jr.,
2020-04-27 This book includes the most significant sporting events of the 1960s, covering all the
moments that generated tremendous growth in professional and college sports in America during
this decade. It features stories such as Roger Maris breaking Babe Ruth’s home run record, Wilt
Chamberlain scoring 100 points, and Muhammad Ali beating Sonny Liston. Sports became a national
obsession in the 1960s as people tuned in on their new televisions to watch the exploits of some of
the most legendary athletes and teams in history. It was the decade of Mickey Mantle, Jim Brown,
Bill Russell, Bobby Hull, and Arnold Palmer, the decade when the Celtics dominated basketball, Joe
Namath delivered on his Super Bowl guarantee, and the Miracle Mets won the World Series. In The
1960s in Sports: A Decade of Change, Miles Coverdale looks back at what was arguably the greatest
decade in sports history, when the sports world of today began to take shape during a very
tumultuous period of American history. At the start of the decade, thirteen years after Jackie
Robinson broke the color barrier in baseball, major league rosters were still populated mostly by
white Americans. The NFL and NBA were struggling financially and were much less popular than
college football and basketball. The Olympics were still open only to amateur athletes. But the sports
landscape changed dramatically in the 1960s. Coverdale traces this development by covering the
significant events and iconic players of the decade, including stars such as Sandy Koufax, Johnny
Unitas, Bobby Orr, and Jack Nicklaus. There were great teams and incredible rivalries, and
professional and college sports alike expanded and thrived. Featuring over 70 photos of legendary
athletes and memorable moments, The 1960s in Sports transports the reader back to a golden age in
sports. With additional coverage of important historical events such as the Cold War, Vietnam, and
the Civil Rights Movement, this book also reveals how social and political events impacted the sports
world, making it an invaluable resource for anyone interested in this significant decade.
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