big law practice areas

Big Law Practice Areas: Exploring the Core Fields Shaping Top Legal Firms

big law practice areas represent the backbone of major law firms, commonly known as "Big Law."
These firms are characterized by their large size, high-profile clients, and involvement in complex
legal matters across diverse industries. Understanding the primary practice areas within Big Law
not only sheds light on the firm's operations but also provides valuable insights for aspiring
attorneys, clients seeking specialized counsel, and anyone interested in the legal landscape at the
highest levels.

In this article, we’ll dive deep into the most prominent big law practice areas, exploring what makes
each unique, the types of clients served, and the skill sets lawyers need to thrive. Whether you're
considering a career in a large law firm or want to understand how these legal giants operate, this
guide will offer a comprehensive look at what drives Big Law’s legal expertise.

Corporate Law: The Heartbeat of Big Law

Corporate law stands as one of the most dominant big law practice areas. Firms with a strong
corporate law department typically handle business transactions, mergers and acquisitions (M&A),
and corporate governance. These lawyers play a critical role in shaping the strategic decisions of
major corporations, ensuring compliance with regulations while facilitating growth and expansion.

Mergers and Acquisitions (M&A)

M&A is often considered the crown jewel of corporate law within Big Law firms. Attorneys in this
area negotiate and draft agreements that govern the buying, selling, or combining of companies. The
work demands keen attention to detail, strategic thinking, and the ability to manage complex deals
that can involve billions of dollars.

Private Equity and Venture Capital

Another vital subset involves private equity and venture capital transactions. Lawyers advise
investors and startups on funding arrangements, securities offerings, and regulatory compliance.
This practice area requires a solid understanding of finance and business models, making it
attractive to those interested in the intersection of law and entrepreneurship.

Litigation: Navigating High-Stakes Disputes

Litigation is a cornerstone big law practice area focused on resolving disputes through the court
system or alternative dispute resolution methods such as arbitration and mediation. Big Law



litigation teams often represent large corporations, financial institutions, and government entities in
complex commercial lawsuits.

Commercial Litigation

Commercial litigation covers a broad range of disputes, including contract breaches, business torts,
antitrust matters, and intellectual property conflicts. Litigators in this field must be adept at crafting
compelling arguments, managing discovery processes, and navigating trial procedures.

Appellate Practice

Appellate lawyers specialize in arguing cases before appellate courts, seeking to overturn or uphold
trial court decisions. This nuanced practice area requires strong research and writing skills, as well
as the ability to analyze legal precedents effectively.

Intellectual Property Law: Protecting Innovation

With technology and innovation driving much of today’s economy, intellectual property (IP) law has
become an increasingly vital big law practice area. IP attorneys help clients protect patents,
trademarks, copyrights, and trade secrets, ensuring their innovations and brands remain legally
safeguarded.

Patent Litigation

Patent litigation is a highly specialized field often involving complex scientific and technical issues.
Big Law firms with strong IP departments frequently defend or assert patent rights in industries
such as pharmaceuticals, biotechnology, and software development.

Trademark and Copyright Law

While patent law focuses on inventions, trademark and copyright lawyers protect brands and
creative works. These attorneys handle registration, enforcement, and disputes related to brand
identity and artistic expression, often working closely with marketing and creative teams.

Banking and Finance: Managing Complex Transactions

Banking and finance law is another essential big law practice area, dealing with the legal aspects of
lending, capital markets, and regulatory compliance. Lawyers in this field assist clients ranging from
investment banks to commercial lenders in structuring loans, securities offerings, and financial



products.

Structured Finance and Securitization

This subfield focuses on creating and managing complex financial instruments backed by assets such
as mortgages or receivables. Big Law attorneys help draft agreements, ensure regulatory adherence,
and navigate the intricacies of these sophisticated transactions.

Regulatory Compliance

Given the highly regulated nature of financial markets, compliance is critical. Lawyers advise clients
on adhering to rules imposed by entities like the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) and the
Federal Reserve, helping avoid penalties and reputational damage.

Real Estate Law: Facilitating Major Property Deals

Real estate remains a significant big law practice area, particularly in urban centers and regions
with active development markets. Big Law real estate lawyers handle transactions involving
commercial properties, leasing, land use, and zoning issues.

Commercial Real Estate Transactions

These deals can be massive, involving office towers, shopping centers, and industrial complexes.
Lawyers draft purchase agreements, negotiate leases, and coordinate due diligence to ensure
smooth closings.

Land Use and Zoning

This practice area addresses regulatory approvals and compliance related to property development.
Lawyers work with municipalities, developers, and community stakeholders to navigate zoning laws
and environmental regulations.

Tax Law: Navigating Complex Financial Regulations

Tax law is a critical big law practice area that intersects with virtually every other field. Expertise in
federal, state, and international tax regulations is essential for advising clients on structuring
transactions to minimize tax liabilities and comply with reporting requirements.



Corporate Tax Planning

Big Law tax attorneys help corporations design tax-efficient strategies, optimize cross-border
operations, and handle audits or disputes with tax authorities.

International Tax

With globalization, international tax law has grown in importance. Lawyers in this area advise on
transfer pricing, treaties, and compliance for multinational corporations.

Employment and Labor Law: Addressing Workplace
Challenges

Employment and labor law is a growing big law practice area that focuses on employer-employee
relationships. Lawyers counsel clients on compliance with labor laws, wage and hour regulations,
discrimination claims, and union negotiations.

Workplace Litigation

Attorneys represent companies in disputes involving wrongful termination, harassment, and
discrimination, often working to mitigate risk and resolve conflicts efficiently.

Employee Benefits and Executive Compensation

This specialized area involves designing compensation packages, retirement plans, and incentive
programs that comply with legal standards while attracting and retaining talent.

Environmental Law: Balancing Business and
Sustainability

Environmental law is becoming increasingly prominent within Big Law as corporations face stricter
environmental regulations and growing public scrutiny. Lawyers help clients navigate compliance
with laws related to pollution, natural resource management, and climate change.

Regulatory Counseling

Lawyers advise on permitting, reporting, and compliance with agencies like the Environmental



Protection Agency (EPA), helping businesses avoid fines and operate sustainably.

Environmental Litigation

When disputes arise over environmental issues, attorneys represent clients in administrative
hearings, court cases, or negotiations.

Big law firms thrive by offering a broad spectrum of specialized legal services tailored to the
complex needs of their clients. From corporate deals and high-stakes litigation to intellectual
property and environmental compliance, the diversity of big law practice areas reflects the
multifaceted nature of today’s legal challenges. Whether you're navigating a career path or seeking
counsel for a sophisticated legal issue, understanding these core practice areas provides a clearer
picture of what Big Law truly entails.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the most common practice areas in big law firms?

The most common practice areas in big law firms include corporate law, mergers and acquisitions,
intellectual property, litigation, tax law, real estate, labor and employment, banking and finance, and
compliance and regulatory law.

Why do big law firms focus heavily on corporate law?

Big law firms focus heavily on corporate law because it involves high-value transactions, complex
regulatory requirements, and ongoing advisory work for large corporations, which generates
significant revenue and long-term client relationships.

How important is intellectual property law in big law
practices?

Intellectual property (IP) law is very important in big law practices as companies increasingly rely on
patents, trademarks, copyrights, and trade secrets to protect their innovations and competitive
advantages in technology, pharmaceuticals, and entertainment sectors.

What role does litigation play in big law firms?

Litigation remains a core practice area in big law firms, handling complex disputes, class actions,
white-collar crime, and regulatory investigations, which can involve substantial financial stakes and
impact clients' reputations.



Are labor and employment laws a significant practice area for
big law firms?

Yes, labor and employment law is significant for big law firms as they advise corporations on
compliance with workplace regulations, handle employment disputes, and negotiate collective
bargaining agreements, especially in industries with large workforces.

How do big law firms approach banking and finance practice
areas?

Big law firms approach banking and finance by advising clients on loans, asset securitization, project
finance, and regulatory compliance, supporting financial institutions and corporate borrowers in
complex and high-value transactions.

What trends are emerging in big law practice areas?

Emerging trends in big law practice areas include increased focus on data privacy and
cybersecurity, environmental and sustainability law, fintech regulation, cannabis law, and expansion
of technology-driven legal services.

How does real estate law fit into big law firms' practices?

Real estate law is a key practice area in big law firms, involving commercial property transactions,
development projects, leasing, zoning, and real estate finance, often representing institutional
investors, developers, and REITSs.

What is the role of tax law in big law firms?

Tax law plays a critical role in big law firms by helping clients navigate complex tax regulations,
structuring transactions for tax efficiency, handling tax disputes, and advising on international tax
planning.

How do big law firms support clients in compliance and
regulatory practice areas?

Big law firms support clients in compliance and regulatory practice by providing guidance on
industry-specific regulations, conducting internal investigations, managing government inquiries,
and helping clients implement effective compliance programs to mitigate legal risks.

Additional Resources

Big Law Practice Areas: An In-Depth Exploration of Leading Legal Specializations

big law practice areas constitute the backbone of the largest and most prestigious law firms
worldwide. These practice areas, often characterized by their complexity, high-stakes nature, and
significant financial implications, attract top legal talent and demanding clients. Understanding
these domains provides critical insights into how Big Law operates, the types of legal challenges it



addresses, and the evolving landscape of corporate and commercial law.

Defining Big Law and Its Core Practice Areas

Big Law refers to large law firms typically comprising hundreds to thousands of attorneys, with
offices spread across multiple cities or countries. These firms cater primarily to corporations,
financial institutions, governments, and high-net-worth individuals. Big Law practice areas are
selected for their ability to generate substantial revenue and involve sophisticated legal work that
often spans multiple jurisdictions.

Unlike small or boutique firms which may focus on niche or localized services, Big Law practice
areas are diverse but tend to cluster around business-critical legal functions. The most prominent
include corporate law, litigation, intellectual property, real estate, and regulatory and compliance
matters.

Corporate and M&A Law

Corporate law is the cornerstone of many Big Law firms. It encompasses advising corporations on
governance, compliance, shareholder relations, and transactional matters. Within this domain,
mergers and acquisitions (M&A) stand out as a particularly lucrative and complex practice area.

M&A involves negotiating, structuring, and executing transactions that merge or transfer ownership
of companies or assets. Big Law firms often represent either buyers or sellers in these deals, which
can range from small private acquisitions to multi-billion-dollar cross-border mergers. The stakes are
high, and the legal work demands expertise in due diligence, contract drafting, antitrust regulations,
and securities law.

The sophistication required in M&A work has led many Big Law firms to develop specialized teams
focusing solely on these transactions, often collaborating with tax, finance, and regulatory experts
within the same firm.

Litigation and Dispute Resolution

Another critical Big Law practice area is litigation, which covers a broad spectrum of disputes
resolved through the courts or alternative dispute resolution (ADR) methods like arbitration and
mediation. Big Law litigators handle complex commercial disputes, class actions, intellectual
property cases, securities litigation, and regulatory enforcement defenses.

Due to the resource-intensive nature of high-stakes litigation, clients often turn to Big Law firms for
their capacity to marshal extensive legal teams and experts. These firms are well-equipped to handle
multi-jurisdictional lawsuits and the intricate procedural requirements of federal and international
courts.

Big Law litigation practices often blend aggressive legal strategies with negotiation skills, aiming to
protect client interests while managing reputational risks.



Intellectual Property (IP) Law

With innovation and technology driving much of today’s economy, intellectual property has emerged
as a vital Big Law practice area. IP law covers patents, trademarks, copyrights, trade secrets, and
licensing agreements.

Big Law firms assist clients in protecting their innovations, enforcing their IP rights against
infringement, and navigating complex regulatory frameworks, including international treaties.
Patent litigation, in particular, can be highly technical and requires attorneys with strong scientific
or engineering backgrounds.

The increasing importance of data privacy and cybersecurity has also expanded IP practices, as
firms address issues related to software licensing, digital rights management, and protection of
proprietary information.

Real Estate and Finance Law

Real estate law within Big Law involves advising on large-scale commercial property transactions,
development projects, leasing, financing, and land use regulations. These matters frequently
intersect with finance law, especially when real estate purchases are leveraged through complex
financing structures.

Big Law firms often work with institutional investors, real estate investment trusts (REITs),
developers, and lenders. Their services include drafting purchase agreements, structuring joint
ventures, and navigating zoning laws and environmental regulations.

In finance law, the focus extends beyond real estate to include capital markets, securitization,
banking regulations, and derivatives. Given the global nature of finance, Big Law attorneys must be
adept at dealing with cross-border regulatory compliance and international financial institutions.

Regulatory, Compliance, and Government Affairs

Big Law firms maintain dedicated practices that address the increasing regulatory scrutiny faced by
corporations. These practice areas cover antitrust, environmental law, securities regulation,
healthcare compliance, and data privacy.

In highly regulated industries such as pharmaceuticals, energy, and financial services, firms provide
counsel on navigating complex government policies and avoiding enforcement actions. Compliance
programs, internal investigations, and risk management strategies are essential services offered
under this umbrella.

Government affairs and lobbying represent a growing segment of Big Law, where attorneys help
clients influence legislation and regulatory policies. This practice intertwines legal expertise with
strategic communication and political acumen.



Emerging Trends and Shifts in Big Law Practice Areas

While traditional practice areas continue to dominate Big Law, several emerging trends are
reshaping the landscape. Technology-related legal services, including cybersecurity, blockchain, and
artificial intelligence (AI) governance, are gaining prominence. Firms are also expanding their
environmental, social, and governance (ESG) advisory roles in response to increasing client and
investor demands for sustainability and ethical business practices.

The globalization of business has intensified the need for cross-border legal expertise, prompting Big
Law firms to invest in multilingual and multicultural teams adept at handling international trade,
tax, and dispute resolution issues.

Additionally, alternative fee arrangements and increased competition have encouraged firms to
innovate in client service delivery, impacting how practice areas are structured and staffed.

Comparing Big Law Practice Areas by Revenue and Demand

Among the practice areas, corporate/M&A and litigation generally generate the highest revenue due
to the complexity and scale of their work. Intellectual property and finance practices also command
significant fees, especially in technology-heavy markets.

Conversely, regulatory and compliance practices, while crucial for risk management, often involve
more predictable and steady workloads. This can provide stability but sometimes less financial
upside compared to transactional or contentious work.

The demand for each practice area fluctuates with economic cycles, regulatory changes, and
technological developments, requiring Big Law firms to remain agile in their strategic focus.

The Human Element: Skills and Challenges in Big Law
Practice Areas

Working within Big Law practice areas demands not only legal expertise but also resilience,
adaptability, and strong interpersonal skills. Attorneys are expected to manage demanding client
expectations, tight deadlines, and often long hours.

The collaborative nature of Big Law work means professionals frequently cross-collaborate across
departments and offices, requiring clear communication and cultural sensitivity. For example, an

M&A deal might involve corporate lawyers, tax specialists, and litigators all working in concert.

Challenges such as maintaining work-life balance and addressing diversity and inclusion remain
pertinent across all practice areas, influencing recruitment and retention strategies within firms.

Big Law practice areas form a complex ecosystem reflecting the multifaceted needs of global



commerce and governance. From high-value transactions to intricate disputes and regulatory
navigation, these specializations demand deep knowledge and strategic thinking. As legal markets
evolve, firms continue to refine and expand their services, ensuring that Big Law remains at the
forefront of legal innovation and client service.

Big Law Practice Areas

big law practice areas: Big Law in Latin America and Spain Manuel Gomez, Rogelio
Pérez-Perdomo, 2017-11-22 This book, part of the Stanford Law School research project on the
future of the legal profession, thoroughly examines the future of “big law,” defined as the large and
mid-size multiservice highly specialized law firms that provide sophisticated, complex and generally
costly legal work to multinationals, large and mid-size domestic corporations, and other business
clients. By systematically gathering, assessing, and analyzing the best available quantitative and
qualitative data on the first tier of the corporate legal services market of Latin America and Spain,
and interviewing a broadly representative sample of corporate legal officers, law firm partners, and
other stakeholders in each of the countries covered, this book provides a nuanced perspective on
changes in “big law” during the last two decades until the present. It also explores the factors that
are driving these changes, and the implications for the future of legal profession, legal education
and its relationship with the corporate sector and society in general.

big law practice areas: BigLaw Mitt Regan, Lisa H. Rohrer, 2021-01-12 The Great Recession
intensified large law firms’ emphasis on financial performance, leading to claims that lawyers in
these firms were now guided by business rather than professional values. Based on interviews with
more than 250 partners in large firms, Mitt Regan and Lisa H. Rohrer suggest that the reality is
much more complex. It is true that large firm hiring, promotion, compensation, and termination
policies are more influenced by business considerations than ever before and that firms actively
recruit profitable partners from other firms to replace those they regard as unproductive. At the
same time, law firm partners continue to seek the non-financial rewards of being members of a
distinct profession and are sensitive to whether their firms are committed to providing them. Regan
and Rohrer argue that modern firms responding effectively to business demands while credibly
affirming the importance of non-financial professional values can create strong cultures that
enhance their ability to weather the storms of the modern legal market.

big law practice areas: The American Legal Profession Christopher P. Banks, 2023-11-10 This
book is a tight and fresh analysis of the American legal profession and its significance to society and
its citizens. The book’s primary objective is to expose, and correct, the principal misconceptions -
myths - surrounding prelaw study, law school admission, law school, and the American legal
profession itself. These issues are vitally important to prelaw advisors and instructors in light of the
difficult problems caused by the Great Recessions of 2008 and 2020-2021 and the disruptions
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. Aimed equally at prelaw advisors and potential law students, this
book can be used as a supplement in the interdisciplinary undergraduate law-related instructional
market, including courses that cater to majors/minors in political science and criminal justice in
particular. It can also be used in career counselling, internships, and the extensive paralegal
program market. New to the Second Edition Expanded coverage to include paralegal and legal
assistant training New material on women and minority law students who are transforming law
schools and the profession Explores challenges to the legal profession posed by economic recession,
COVID-19, high tuition rates, exploding student loan debt, internet technological advances, and
global competitive pressures, including legal outsourcing and DIY legal services Updated data and
tables along with all underlying research

big law practice areas: Tournament of Lawyers Marc Galanter, Thomas Palay, 1994-01-15


https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-146/big-law-practice-areas.pdf

Tournament of Lawyers traces in detail the rise of one hundred of the nation's top firms in order to
diagnose the health of the business of American law. Galanter and Palay demonstrate that much of
the large firm's organizational success stems from its ability to blend the talents of experienced
partners with those of energetic junior lawyers driven by a powerful incentive—the race to win the
promotion-to-partner tournament. This calmly reasoned study reveals, however, that the very causes
of the spiraling growth of the large law firm may lead to its undoing. Galanter and Palay pose
questions and offer some answers which are certain to change the way big firm practice is regarded.
To describe their work as challenging is something of an understatement: they at times delight,
stimulate, frustrate and even depress the reader, but they never disappoint. Tournament of Lawyers
is essential to the understanding of the business of the big law firms.—Jean and Colin Fergus, New
York Law Journal

big law practice areas: Outsourcing Legal Services: Impact on National Law Practices Dennis
Campbell, 2012-03-01 This special issue of the Comparative Law Yearbook of International Business
addresses an important development in the globalization of international law practices, the
outsourcing legal services. Practitioners from the Czech Republic, Estonia, France, Germany,
Gibraltar, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Malaysia, Nigeria, Portugal, Romania, Spain, Switzerland,
the United Kingdom, and the United States address a range of issues, including outsourcing legal
issues from a law department in a company to a law firm, the monopoly of a country’s law firm for
legal advice, sending legal advice to partner law firms abroad, and utilizing foreign providers of
basic legal and transactional services (such as services offered in India and The Philippines) for
routine legal tasks.

big law practice areas: Vault Guide to the Top Chicago and Midwest Law Firms Vera
Djordjevich, 2007-03-15 Welcome to the new, expanded edition of the Vault Guide to the Top
Chicago & Midwest Law Firms. We've invited associates at the region's top law firms to tell us about
their jobs, offer suggestions to prospective associates an.

big law practice areas: Vault Guide to the Top Washington DC Law Firms , 2007-05-15
There is no more exciting place to be as an attorney than the nation's capital. The Guide is focused
entirely on major law firms with large offices in Washington, DC and covers more than 40 firms.
Based on surveys and interviews of attorneys at each firm. Thousands of lawyers provide in-depth
coverage of prestige, compensation, perks, corporate culture, and other legal lifestyle issues.

big law practice areas: ABA Journal , 2002-01 The ABA Journal serves the legal profession.
Qualified recipients are lawyers and judges, law students, law librarians and associate members of
the American Bar Association.

big law practice areas: Gender and Careers in the Legal Academy Ulrike Schultz, Gisela Shaw,
Margaret Thornton, Rosemary Auchmuty, 2021-02-25 In the past fifteen years there has been a
marked increase in the international scholarship relating to women in law. The lives and careers of
women in legal practice and the judiciary have been extensively documented and critiqued, but the
central conundrum remains: Does the presence of women make a difference? What has been largely
overlooked in the literature is the position of women in the legal academy, although central to the
changing culture. To remedy the oversight, an international network of scholars embarked on a
comparative study, which resulted in this path-breaking book. The contributors uncover fascinating
accounts of the careers of the academic pioneers as well as exploring broader theoretical issues
relating to gender and culture. The provocative question as to whether the presence of women
makes a difference informs each contribution.

big law practice areas: Vault Guide to Tax Law Careers Shannon King Nash, 2004 This
guide offers expert advice on careers in tax law, including what kind of degree to get.

big law practice areas: Emerging Powers and the World Trading System Gregory Shaffer,
2021-07-22 Victorious after World War II and the Cold War, the United States and its allies largely
wrote the rules for international trade and investment. Yet, by 2020, it was the United States that
became the great disrupter - disenchanted with the rules' constraints. Paradoxically, China, India,
Brazil, and other emerging economies became stakeholders in and, at times, defenders of economic



globalization and the rules regulating it. Emerging Powers and the World Trading System explains
how this came to be and addresses the micropolitics of trade law - what has been developing under
the surface of the business of trade through the practice of law, which has broad macro implications.
This book provides a necessary complement to political and economic accounts for understanding
why, at a time of hegemonic transition where economic security and geopolitics assume greater
roles, the United States challenged, and emerging powers became defenders, of the legal order that
the United States created.

big law practice areas: The Thriving Lawyer Traci Cipriano, 2023-07-25 The Thriving Lawyer:
A Multidimensional Model of Well-Being for a Sustainable Legal Profession is based on an innovative
model, grounded in science. This book serves as a resource for promoting well-being and
culture-change in the legal community by educating about pertinent issues impacting lawyers, and
how to address them. It is a roadmap, highlighting the many over-arching and inter-connected
aspects of well-being, and enabling readers to identify and target the issues most relevant to their
unique situations. Along with practical strategies, the book provides a big-picture framework,
illustrating how the many intersecting individual and organizational factors which influence
well-being are all related, yet separate and distinct. The framework provides a foundation for
creating change, and where you focus first will depend on the needs, the situation, and any unique
challenges faced by you or your organization. The Thriving Lawyer explains why, in addition to
self-care, change is needed on the organizational level in terms of workplace culture and policies, as
well as normalizing self-care and eradicating stigma. This book is intended to benefit individual
lawyers, their organizations, and professionals who support them, by educating, motivating, and
promoting self-care and healthy work environments.

big law practice areas: Vault Guide to Litigation Law Careers Neeraja Viswanathan, 2003
For attorneys looking to work on high-profile court cases, this Vault career guide shows the way.

big law practice areas: Business Development and Marketing for Lawyers Justin
Grensing, Linda Pophal, 2013-05-21 Attorneys learn a lot in law school, but one important thing they
don't learn much about is marketing. In today's opportunity-laden marketing environment attorneys
have many outlets to choose from-which can be both a benefit and a challenge. This book provides
an overview of marketing and its implications for attorneys in solo, small, mid-size or even large firm
environments. You will learn about the elements of the promotion mix, advantages and
disadvantages of each; how to generate publicity and media coverage; the importance of your web
site and how to maximize it for effectiveness; how to use social media effectively; developing
marketing plans and best practices in business development and networking. Importantly, this book
offers a strategic approach to marketing focusing not on one-off tactics, but on developing strategies
to drive desired outcomes. The practical approach taken will provide you with many key takeaways
and action items that you can immediately implement to grow your practice.

big law practice areas: Legal Tech and the Future of Civil Justice David Freeman
Engstrom, 2023-02-09 New digital technologies, from Al-fired 'legal tech' tools to virtual
proceedings, are transforming the legal system. But much of the debate surrounding legal tech has
zoomed out to a nebulous future of 'robo-judges' and 'robo-lawyers.' This volume is an antidote.
Zeroing in on the near- to medium-term, it provides a concrete, empirically minded synthesis of the
impact of new digital technologies on litigation and access to justice. How far and fast can legal tech
advance given regulatory, organizational, and technological constraints? How will new technologies
affect lawyers and litigants, and how should procedural rules adapt? How can technology expand -
or curtail - access to justice? And how must judicial administration change to promote healthy
technological development and open courthouse doors for all? By engaging these essential
questions, this volume helps to map the opportunities and the perils of a rapidly digitizing legal
system - and provides grounded advice for a sensible path forward. This book is available as Open
Access on Cambridge Core.

big law practice areas: The Judicial Process Christopher P. Banks, David M. O'Brien,
2015-02-19 The Judicial Process: Law, Courts, and Judicial Politics is an all-new, concise yet



comprehensive core text that introduces students to the nature and significance of the judicial
process in the United States and across the globe. It is social scientific in its approach, situating the
role of the courts and their impact on public policy within a strong foundation in legal theory, or
political jurisprudence, as well as legal scholarship. Authors Christopher P. Banks and David M.
O’Brien do not shy away from the politics of the judicial process, and offer unique insight into
cutting-edge and highly relevant issues. In its distinctive boxes, Contemporary Controversies over
Courts and In Comparative Perspective, the text examines topics such as the dispute pyramid, the
law and morality of same-sex marriages, the hardball politics of judicial selection, plea bargaining
trends, the right to counsel and pay as you go justice, judicial decisions limiting the availability of
class actions, constitutional courts in Europe, the judicial role in creating major social change, and
the role lawyers, juries and alternative dispute resolution techniques play in the U.S. and throughout
the world. Photos, cartoons, charts, and graphs are used throughout the text to facilitate student
learning and highlight key aspects of the judicial process.

big law practice areas: ABA Journal , 1984-10 The ABA Journal serves the legal profession.
Qualified recipients are lawyers and judges, law students, law librarians and associate members of
the American Bar Association.

big law practice areas: The Comprehensive Guide to Careers in Sports Glenn M. Wong,
2013 Provides an overview of what students should consider and expect from the varied career
options available to them in the sports industry. This book answers the questions students are most
likely to have, including what courses they should take, the areas of study available to them, the
salary they can expect to earn after graduation, and how they can get the job of their dreams. This
essential guide will help increase sutdents' likelihood of finding careers in the highly competitve
sports industry.--

big law practice areas: Stories from Trailblazing Women Lawyers Jill Norgren, 2020-11-03
The captivating story of how a diverse group of women, including Janet Reno and Ruth Bader
Ginsburg, broke the glass ceiling and changed the modern legal profession In Stories from
Trailblazing Women Lawyers, award-winning legal historian Jill Norgren curates the oral histories of
one hundred extraordinary American women lawyers who changed the profession of law. Many of
these stories are being told for the first time. As adults these women were on the front lines fighting
for access to law schools and good legal careers. They challenged established rules and broke the
law’s glass ceiling.Norgren uses these interviews to describe the profound changes that began in the
late 1960s, interweaving social and legal history with the women’s individual experiences. In 1950,
when many of the subjects of this book were children, the terms of engagement were clear: only a
few women would be admitted each year to American law schools and after graduation their
professional opportunities would never equal those open to similarly qualified men. Harvard Law
School did not even begin to admit women until 1950. At many law schools, well into the 1970s, men
told female students that they were taking a place that might be better used by a male student who
would have a career, not babies. In 2005 the American Bar Association’s Commission on Women in
the Profession initiated a national oral history project named the Women Trailblazers in the Law
initiative: One hundred outstanding senior women lawyers were asked to give their personal and
professional histories in interviews conducted by younger colleagues. The interviews, made available
to the author, permit these women to be written into history in their words, words that evoke pain as
well as celebration, humor, and somber reflection. These are women attorneys who, in courtrooms,
classrooms, government agencies, and NGOs have rattled the world with insistent and successful
demands to reshape their profession and their society. They are women who brought nothing short
of a revolution to the profession of law.

big law practice areas: How to Get Into Top Law Schools 5th Edition Richard Montauk,
2011-08-02 The most authoritative guide for law students-now revised and updated. Richard
Montauk, an administrations insider and lawyer, demystifies the law school application process and
provides the tools to ace every step along the way. Based on (and including) exclusive interviews
with admissions officers, Montauk delivers a candid view of what leading law schools look for in an



applicant. He also gives applicants solid advice on developing marketing strategies, writing winning
essays, maximizing financial aid, and updating credentials to better match that ideal profile.
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