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Bad Times in Buenos Aires: Understanding the City's Challenges and Resilience

bad times in buenos aires are part of the city's rich and complex history, reflecting moments of

hardship that have tested the resilience of its people. While Buenos Aires is often celebrated for its

vibrant culture, tango rhythms, and architectural beauty, like any major metropolis, it has experienced

its share of economic, social, and political struggles. Exploring these difficult periods not only provides

a deeper understanding of the Argentine capital but also highlights the spirit that keeps it moving

forward.

Economic Turmoil and Its Impact on Daily Life

One of the most significant bad times in Buenos Aires revolves around the economic crises that have

repeatedly hit Argentina, with the capital city feeling the brunt of these downturns. From hyperinflation

in the late 1980s to the devastating financial collapse in 2001, Buenos Aires has seen its economy

fluctuate wildly, affecting everything from employment to social stability.

The 2001 Economic Crisis: A City in Turmoil

The 2001 crisis remains one of the most notorious episodes in Buenos Aires' recent history. Triggered

by a combination of unsustainable debt, fixed exchange rates, and political missteps, the crisis led to

massive unemployment, widespread poverty, and social unrest. Banks froze accounts, people queued

for hours to withdraw their money, and protests filled the streets. For many porteños (residents of

Buenos Aires), this period was marked by uncertainty and hardship.



How Economic Issues Affect Everyday Life

Economic instability in Buenos Aires often translates into rising prices, job insecurity, and challenges in

accessing essential services. Inflation, a persistent issue, erodes purchasing power, making even basic

goods a luxury for many. Public transportation fares rise, housing costs become prohibitive, and social

inequality deepens. For visitors and locals alike, understanding these economic dynamics is crucial

when navigating the city during tough times.

Social Challenges and Urban Struggles

Bad times in Buenos Aires are not solely economic; social issues also play a significant role. The city

grapples with problems related to crime, homelessness, and social inequality, which can be more

visible during periods of national hardship.

Crime and Safety Concerns

While Buenos Aires is generally considered safe for tourists in popular neighborhoods, some areas

experience higher rates of petty crime, such as pickpocketing and theft. During economic downturns,

increases in crime rates can be observed, affecting residents' sense of security. It’s always a good

idea to stay informed about which neighborhoods to avoid and to take common-sense precautions like

securing belongings and avoiding poorly lit areas at night.

Homelessness and Poverty in the City

The economic hardships have also exacerbated homelessness in Buenos Aires. Many people find

themselves living on the streets or in informal settlements known as "villas miserias." These areas

often lack basic services, and residents face significant challenges in accessing education, healthcare,



and employment opportunities. Despite these struggles, local NGOs and community organizations

work tirelessly to offer support and improve living conditions.

Political Instability and Its Ripple Effects

Argentina’s political landscape has frequently been turbulent, and Buenos Aires, as the nation’s

capital, experiences the ripple effects of these upheavals. Periods of political instability have often

coincided with economic crises, amplifying the difficulties faced by citizens.

Protests and Demonstrations: The Voice of the People

Buenos Aires is known for its vibrant culture of political expression. During bad times, the city’s streets

often fill with protests and demonstrations as people demand change. While these gatherings

showcase the democratic spirit, they can sometimes disrupt daily life, affecting transportation and

business operations. For visitors, it’s wise to stay updated on current events and avoid protest areas to

ensure safety.

The Role of Government Policies

Policy decisions at the national and local levels have profound impacts on Buenos Aires’ ability to

weather bad times. From austerity measures to social welfare programs, government actions can

either alleviate or exacerbate the hardships experienced by residents. Understanding these dynamics

provides insight into the challenges of governance in a city with diverse needs and expectations.



Cultural Resilience Amidst Hardship

Despite the bad times in Buenos Aires, the city’s cultural scene remains a beacon of hope and

resilience. The arts, music, and community initiatives play a crucial role in helping residents cope with

adversity and maintain a sense of identity and pride.

Tango and Artistic Expression as Emotional Outlets

Tango, arguably Buenos Aires’ most famous cultural export, has roots deeply intertwined with the

city’s struggles. Born in working-class neighborhoods, tango music and dance often reflect themes of

longing, loss, and resilience. During difficult periods, tango has served as an emotional outlet and a

means of preserving cultural heritage.

Community Support and Grassroots Movements

Local communities in Buenos Aires have shown remarkable solidarity during hard times. Neighborhood

associations, cultural centers, and grassroots organizations frequently organize events, workshops, and

support networks that foster connection and provide assistance. These efforts highlight the city’s

strength in unity and the importance of social bonds.

Tips for Navigating Buenos Aires During Challenging Periods

If you find yourself in Buenos Aires during a less-than-ideal time, whether due to economic downturns,

political unrest, or social challenges, there are ways to stay safe and make the most of your

experience.



Stay Informed: Follow local news sources and travel advisories to keep up with current events

and potential disruptions.

Choose Accommodations Wisely: Opt for well-reviewed hotels or rentals in safe neighborhoods

like Palermo, Recoleta, or San Telmo.

Use Reliable Transportation: Prefer official taxis or rideshare apps and avoid traveling alone late

at night in unfamiliar areas.

Respect Local Customs: Understanding cultural norms and engaging respectfully with locals can

enhance your experience and foster goodwill.

Support Local Businesses: Patronizing small shops, cafes, and artisans helps the community

during tough economic times.

Reflecting on the Past to Appreciate the Present

Bad times in Buenos Aires have shaped the city into a place of contrasts — where beauty and struggle

coexist, and where the human spirit shines through adversity. The lessons learned from these

challenging periods offer valuable perspectives not only on the city’s history but also on its present-day

vibrancy and resilience.

Whether you are a visitor or a resident, understanding these complexities adds depth to your

connection with Buenos Aires. It’s a city that invites you to look beyond the surface, recognize its

struggles, and celebrate the unwavering tenacity of its people.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are some common challenges faced during bad times in Buenos

Aires?

Common challenges include economic instability, inflation, strikes, and social unrest, which can affect

daily life and access to services.

How has the economic crisis impacted residents of Buenos Aires?

The economic crisis has led to increased unemployment, rising prices, and reduced purchasing power,

making it difficult for many residents to afford basic necessities.

What safety concerns arise during periods of social unrest in Buenos

Aires?

During social unrest, there can be protests and clashes with police, leading to potential violence,

roadblocks, and disruptions in public transportation.

How do bad times affect tourism in Buenos Aires?

Economic downturns and social instability tend to decrease tourist arrivals, impacting local businesses

that depend on tourism revenue.

What support systems are available for people struggling during bad

times in Buenos Aires?

Various NGOs, community organizations, and government programs provide food assistance, shelter,

and social services to those in need.



How does inflation specifically affect daily life in Buenos Aires during

tough economic periods?

Inflation causes prices of food, transportation, and utilities to rise rapidly, reducing the ability of families

to manage their budgets effectively.

What historical events are considered 'bad times' in Buenos Aires?

Notable bad times include the economic crisis of 2001, periods of political instability, and the

hyperinflation of the late 1980s.

How can visitors stay safe and prepared during bad times in Buenos

Aires?

Visitors should stay informed about local news, avoid demonstrations, secure valuables, and follow

advice from local authorities and embassies.

Additional Resources

Bad Times in Buenos Aires: An Analytical Review of Challenges Facing Argentina’s Capital

bad times in buenos aires have become a recurring narrative in recent years, casting a shadow over

the vibrant and culturally rich Argentine capital. Once celebrated for its European-style architecture,

bustling tango scenes, and thriving arts culture, Buenos Aires now grapples with a series of socio-

economic and political difficulties that have affected residents and visitors alike. This article seeks to

provide an investigative overview of the factors contributing to these challenging times, exploring the

impact on daily life, urban development, and the city’s broader reputation.



Economic Instability and Inflation Pressures

One of the most palpable issues contributing to the bad times in Buenos Aires is the ongoing

economic instability that has marked Argentina for decades. Inflation rates have soared, frequently

reaching double digits annually and eroding the purchasing power of the average citizen. According to

the National Institute of Statistics and Census (INDEC), inflation in Buenos Aires consistently outpaces

the national average, largely due to the city’s role as the economic hub.

Impact on Cost of Living and Consumer Behavior

Buenos Aires residents face steep increases in essential goods, housing, and transportation costs.

This inflationary environment has led to a rise in poverty levels and income inequality within the

metropolitan area. Many families find themselves allocating a disproportionate share of their income to

food and utilities, leaving less for discretionary spending or savings. The volatility has also triggered

shifts in consumer behavior:

Increased reliance on informal markets for affordable goods

Growth in barter economies and alternative currency use

Reduced domestic tourism impacting local businesses

These trends underscore a broader challenge: maintaining economic resilience amid persistent fiscal

uncertainty.



Social Unrest and Public Safety Concerns

Buenos Aires has witnessed periodic social unrest linked to economic grievances, labor disputes, and

political dissatisfaction. Protests and strikes, while often peaceful, occasionally escalate into violent

confrontations, impacting the city’s image and residents’ sense of security.

Crime Rates and Urban Safety

Public safety remains a significant concern in the capital. While crime rates vary by neighborhood,

common issues include petty theft, pickpocketing, and occasional violent crimes. Data from the Buenos

Aires Police Department reveal that certain districts experience higher incidences of property crimes,

which affects both locals and tourists. The perception of insecurity can deter foreign investment and

tourism, crucial sectors for the city’s economy.

Urban Infrastructure and Transportation Challenges

The infrastructure of Buenos Aires, though historically robust, has faced mounting pressure due to

rapid urbanization and insufficient investment. These infrastructural strains contribute to the overall

narrative of bad times in Buenos Aires.

Public Transportation Struggles

Buenos Aires relies heavily on an extensive network of buses, trains, and the Subte (subway).

However, aging equipment, overcrowding, and frequent service interruptions diminish the quality of

public transit. Commuters often experience delays and discomfort, which not only affects daily

productivity but also exacerbates social frustration.



Housing and Urban Development

The city’s housing market reflects both opportunity and challenge. While Buenos Aires offers diverse

neighborhoods with varying affordability, the demand for affordable housing has outpaced supply.

Informal settlements or “villas” have expanded, often lacking adequate sanitation and services. This

urban sprawl complicates governance and strains municipal resources.

Political Instability and Governance Issues

Political dynamics in Buenos Aires mirror national trends characterized by polarization and fluctuating

policy directions. Governance challenges contribute to inconsistencies in public service delivery and

economic management.

Policy Responses to Economic Crisis

Governments at the city and national levels have implemented various measures to combat inflation

and stimulate growth, yet results have been mixed. Currency controls, subsidy adjustments, and social

welfare programs attempt to mitigate hardship but often face criticism regarding effectiveness and

transparency. Political uncertainty can undermine investor confidence, prolonging economic malaise.

Cultural Resilience Amid Difficult Times

Despite the adversities, Buenos Aires maintains a stubborn cultural resilience that continues to define

its identity. The city’s rich artistic traditions, culinary innovations, and vibrant street life persist as

sources of community pride and economic potential.



Opportunities in the Midst of Challenges

Economic hardship and social challenges have also spurred creative responses. Small businesses,

local artisans, and cultural organizations frequently adapt through innovation and community

engagement. Digital platforms have emerged as tools to promote local culture and commerce,

potentially offsetting some negative trends.

Comparative Perspectives: Buenos Aires and Other Latin

American Capitals

It is instructive to contextualize Buenos Aires’ bad times within the broader Latin American landscape.

Cities like Santiago, Lima, and Bogotá face similar challenges related to urbanization, inequality, and

governance. However, Buenos Aires’ unique historical, economic, and social fabric influences how

these issues manifest locally.

Santiago: More stable economically but with rising social discontent

Lima: Rapid urban growth and infrastructure gaps similar to Buenos Aires

Bogotá: Security improvements yet persistent inequality

These comparisons highlight that while Buenos Aires struggles, it is part of a regional pattern of urban

challenges shaped by complex factors.



The Road Ahead: Navigating Through Adversity

Addressing the bad times in Buenos Aires requires multifaceted strategies encompassing economic

reform, social inclusion, infrastructure investment, and political stability. Collaboration between

government, private sector, and civil society will be crucial to foster sustainable development and

restore confidence.

Innovations in urban planning, digital governance, and community empowerment offer promising

avenues. Meanwhile, protecting the city’s cultural heritage and leveraging its creative economy may

provide resilience against future shocks.

Buenos Aires’ journey through turbulent periods reflects both the vulnerabilities and strengths inherent

in a major global city. Though current conditions are challenging, the city’s dynamic spirit and strategic

importance in Latin America suggest that recovery and revitalization remain within reach.

Bad Times In Buenos Aires

  bad times in buenos aires: Bad Times in Buenos Aires Miranda France, 1998
  bad times in buenos aires: Women Travel Natania Jansz, 1999 In this latest, completely
revised Women Travel anthology, Rough Guides present a whole new crew of writers, journalists,
travellers, dreamers and escapists, each with a journey to share and a tale to inspire. Featuring
more than 80 adventures around the world, Women Travel tells you what it's like to: backpack
around India with your mother in tow; hitch up with a shepherd in Spain; set up the ultimate writers'
retreat on the icefields of Antarctica; hang out with hippies in the Australian rainforest; be crowned
Queen Mother of an African village; have a girls' night out in the Kalahari Desert; and sweat behind
the scenes at a Caribbean carnival.
  bad times in buenos aires: Tourism Through Troubled Times Maximiliano E. Korstanje,
Hugues Seraphin, Shem Wambugu Maingi, 2022-09-23 Tourism Through Troubled Times is an
illuminating read for all scholars of Tourism Studies, Hospitality Management, and the Sociology of
Tourism, as well as practitioners and managers within the hospitality sector, and gives clear insights
into the industry’s next steps forward.
  bad times in buenos aires: Dramatists in Revolt Leon F. Lyday, George W. Woodyard,
2014-08-27 Dramatists in Revolt, through studies of the major playwrights, explores significant
movements in Latin American theater. Playwrights discussed are those who have made outstanding
contributions to Latin American theater during the post–World War II period and who have been
particularly sensitive to world currents in literature and drama, while being acutely responsive to
the problems of their own areas. They express concern about communication, isolation, and solitude.

https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-146/bad-times-in-buenos-aires.pdf


On a more basic level, they concern themselves with the political and socioeconomic problems that
figure importantly in the Third World. The fifteen essays deal with the playwrights Antón Arrufat and
José Triana (Cuba); Emilio Carballido and Luisa Josefina Hernández (Mexico); Agustín Cuzzani,
Osvaldo Dragún, Griselda Gambaro, and Carlos Gorostiza (Argentina); Jorge Díaz, Egon Wolff, and
Luis Alberto Heiremans (Chile); René Marqués (Puerto Rico); and Jorge Andrade, Alfredo Dias
Gomes, and Plínio Marcos (Brazil). These are dramatists in revolt, sometimes in a thematic sense,
not only in protesting the indignities that various systems impose on modern man, but also in a
dramatic configuration. They dare to experiment with techniques in the constant search for viable
theatrical forms. Each essay is written by a specialist familiar with the works of the playwright
under consideration. In addition to the essays, the book includes a listing of source materials on
Latin American theater.
  bad times in buenos aires: Tango Nuevo Carolyn Merritt, 2012-11-11 The Argentine tango is
one of the world’s best-known partner dances. Though tango is much admired and discussed, very
little has been written on its ongoing evolution. In this innovative work, Carolyn Merritt surveys
tango history while focusing on the most recent iteration of the dance, tango Nuevo, and the
práctica scene that has exploded in Buenos Aires since the early 2000s. After starting with an
overview of tango, Merritt leads readers on a great adventure through the traditional dance halls
and the less formal prácticas of Buenos Aires to tango communities on both coasts of the United
States. Along the way, Merritt’s personal observations show the dance’s emotional depth and the
challenges dancers face in tango venues old and new. Her investigation also demonstrates how
innovation, globalization, and fusion, which many associate with nuevo, have always been at work in
tango. Combining sensuous prose, provocative images, and often heartbreaking stories, this book
takes an unflinching look at the complex motivations driving the pursuit to master this intricate
dance. Throughout, Merritt questions the newness of Nuevo through portraits of machismo,
violence, and elitism in contemporary tango. The result is a volume that highlights the tensions
between preservation and evolution of this--or any--cultural art form. Members of the global tango
community as well as students of dance, folklore, anthropology, and the social sciences will embrace
this book. For those who are devoted to Argentine tango as dance, this book will be indispensable to
understanding its most recent transformations.
  bad times in buenos aires: SOUTH AMERICA: AN ANTHOLOGY OF TRAVEL WRITING
Celia Dillow, 2025-07-25 New from Bradt, South America: an Anthology of Travel Writing is an
enchanting scrapbook of personal narratives from travellers in arguably the world’s most exciting
and varied continent. Comprising both historical accounts (by famous figures) and contemporary
articles or blogs (many by well-known personalities), this deftly curated collection of fine travel
writing conveys the sense of excitement and awe that characterises explorations of a very special
part of the world. Ever since South America was ‘discovered’ in the 15th century, the continent has
played upon our collective urge to travel and explore. Across 11 chapters featuring 12 countries,
some of the world’s most famous destinations star: the Inca citadel of Machu Picchu, cloaked by
cloudforest; the Amazon jungles; the Argentine pampas with its gaucho cowboys drinking yerba
maté tea and eating plate-sized steaks; the beaches of Brazil; the wildlife wonders of the Galápagos;
the Andean mountains; the big skies of Patagonia; and, at the foot of the continent, the fabled Tierra
del Fuego. Authors of the carefully curated group of stories include seminal figures of the past such
as Charles Darwin, Gerald Durrell, Christopher Isherwood, Jan Morris and W H Hudson, modern-day
TV personalities like Sir David Attenborough, Michael Palin, Simon Reeve and Kate Humble, and
acclaimed writers including Christopher Isherwood, Matthew Parris, Hilary Bradt and Stephen
Moss. Their styles differ markedly – from light and comic pieces to weightier, more reflective articles
– as does the subject matter: there are cities and wilderness, wildlife and eco-tourism, exploration
and exploitation, food and drink, backpacking and hiking, books and art, gauchos and their horses,
adventure and misadventure. Learn who risked being mistaken for a condor’s lunch, how to make
the perfect empanada or drink the bitter tea known as yerba maté. Go in search of the world’s rarest
hummingbird or test how far you would travel to eat Argentine steak. Launched to complement



publication of the new centenary edition of the legendary South American Handbook, Bradt’s South
America: an Anthology of Travel Writing will delight and inspire anyone who has ever journeyed
through Latin America – or has longed to visit while remaining in the comfort of their armchair.
  bad times in buenos aires: Tango Lessons Marilyn G. Miller, 2014-02-07 Tango Lessons is an
interdisciplinary collection of essays examining the many varied perspectives that tango provides on
Argentina's social, cultural, and intellectual history from the late nineteenth century to the early
twenty-first.
  bad times in buenos aires: Studies in Ethnopragmatics, Cultural Semantics, and Intercultural
Communication Bert Peeters, Kerry Mullan, Lauren Sadow, 2019-10-23 This book is the second in a
three-volume set that celebrates the career and achievements of Cliff Goddard, a pioneer of the
Natural Semantic Metalanguage approach in linguistics. It focuses on meaning and culture, with
sections on Words as Carriers of Cultural Meaning and Understanding Discourse in Cultural
Context. Often considered the most fully developed, comprehensive and practical approach to
cross-linguistic and cross-cultural semantics, Natural Semantic Metalanguage is based on evidence
that there is a small core of basic, universal meanings (semantic primes) that can be expressed in all
languages. It has been used for linguistic and cultural analysis in such diverse fields as semantics,
cross-cultural communication, language teaching, humour studies and applied linguistics, and has
reached far beyond the boundaries of linguistics into ethnopsychology, anthropology, history,
political science, the medical humanities and ethics.
  bad times in buenos aires: The Rough Guide to Argentina Andrew Benson, Danny
Aeberhard, 2010-10-01 The Rough Guide to Argentina is the definitive guide to this staggeringly
diverse country. This updated fourth edition will effortlessly guide you through the country with
in-depth coverage on eating and drinking, accommodation and transportation, plus the clearest
maps available of any guide. The introductory section introduces Argentina's highlights from the
sparkling emeralds and turquoise waters of the seven lakes, to climbing Acongagua and
dolphin-spotting at Puerto Deseado. All areas are covered; from cosmopolitan Buenos Aires to the
remote Argentine archipelago of Tierra del Fuego. The Rough Guide to Argentina also includes
informed descriptions of the country's varied landscapes, from the pampas to Patagonia, plus
practical advice on the best places for hiking, climbing, ski and rafting. Finally, the guide explores
the country's rich history and culture; including detailed information on everything from the
ascendancy of Eva Peron to its Jesuit architecture. Make the most of your time with The Rough
Guide to Argentina.
  bad times in buenos aires: Economics: European Edition Paul Krugman, Robin Wells, Kathryn
Graddy, 2007-04-06 Economics: European Edition is the ideal text for introductory economics,
bringing together an international scope of real world examples and economic theory. The text is
supported by a number of features to enhance student understanding as well as supplements to
consolidate the learning process.
  bad times in buenos aires: A Midnight So Deadly Wren Handman, 2024-08-28 Fans of Kelley
Armstrong’s Cainsville series and Leigh Bardugo's Alex Stern books will love this cozy thriller about
the unexplored realms within each of us. When dreams infect the waking world, what threats—and
promises—do they bring? Maeve and Peri are ‘dreamers,’ creators who record their dreams and
publish them to the delight of their fans. When Maeve dreams of the murder of her friend's abusive
ex—and then he's killed in the real world—her ‘dream’ job becomes terrifying. At the same time, Peri
is losing their grip on reality as they search for a woman who keeps appearing in their dreams. Who
is this enticing stranger? How does she keep finding Peri, night after night? And what will it cost to
hunt her down? To find the answers to their questions, Maeve and Peri will first have to find each
other. As their dreams begin to bleed into the real world, and the borders between reality and
illusion come unstuck, reality itself faces deadly collapse.
  bad times in buenos aires: Labyrinths Jorge Luis Borges, 1964 Forty short stories and essays
have been selected as representative of the Argentine writer's metaphysical narratives.
  bad times in buenos aires: Traditions in World Cinema Linda Badley, R. Barton Palmer,



Steven Jay Schneider, 2006 The core volume in the Traditions in World Cinema series, this book
brings together a colourful and wide-ranging collection of world cinematic traditions - national,
regional and global - all of which are in need of introduction, investigation and, in some cases,
critical reassessment. Topics include: German expressionism, Italian neorealism, French New Wave,
British new wave, Czech new wave, Danish Dogma, post-Communist cinema, Brazilian post-Cinema
Novo, new Argentine cinema, pre-revolutionary African traditions, Israeli persecution films, new
Iranian cinema, Hindi film songs, Chinese wenyi.
  bad times in buenos aires: A Rage to Live Mary S. Lovell, 2000 Describes the
accomplishments of the British explorer and scholar, and the relationship between him and his
unconventional wife.
  bad times in buenos aires: Resisting Categories: Latin American And/or Latino? Mari Carmen
Ramirez, Tomas Ybarra-Frausto, Hector Olea, Melina Kervandjian, 2012-01-01 This anthology of
more than 165 seminal writings by influential twentieth- and twenty-first century artists and critics
who explore and challenge complex definitions of what it means to be 'Latin American' or 'Latino' is
designed to be an indispensable tool for the study of Latin American and Latino art--
  bad times in buenos aires: Automobile Trade Journal , 1915
  bad times in buenos aires: A Personal Anthology Jorge Luis Borges, 2020-02-26 Handpicked
works from the greatest Argentinian writer of the twentieth century. Without Borges the modern
Latin American novel simply would not exist (Carlos Fuentes, author and diplomat). After almost a
half a century of scrupulous devotion to his art, Jorge Luis Borges personally compiled this anthology
of his work—short stories, essays, poems, and brief mordant sketches, which, in Borges's hands,
take on the dimensions of a genre unique in modern letters. In this anthology, the author has put
together those pieces on which he would like his reputation to rest; they are not arranged
chronologically, but with an eye to their sympathies and differences. A Personal Anthology,
therefore, is not merely a collection, but a new composition. An important work, by far the best yet
available to the reader . . . who seeks a representative sampling of the great Argentine writer . . . the
standard introduction to Borges in England and the United States. — Saturday Review
  bad times in buenos aires: Argentina Amy K. Kaminsky, 2008 By the end of the twentieth
century, Argentina's complex identity-tango and chimichurri, Eva Perón and the Mothers of the
Plaza de Mayo, the Falklands and the Dirty War, Jorge Luis Borges and Maradona, economic chaos
and a memory of vast wealth-has become entrenched in the consciousness of the Western world. In
this wide-ranging and at times poetic new work, Amy K. Kaminsky explores Argentina's unique
national identity and the place it holds in the minds of those who live beyond its physical borders. To
analyze the country's meaning in the global imagination, Kaminsky probes Argentina's presence in a
broad range of literary texts from the United States, Poland, England, Western Europe, and
Argentina itself, as well as internationally produced films, advertisements, and newspaper features.
Kaminsky's examination reveals how Europe consumes an image of Argentina that acts as a pivot
between the exotic and the familiar. Going beyond the idea of suffocating Eurocentrism as a theory
of national identity, Kaminsky presents an original and vivid reading of national myths and realities
that encapsulates the interplay among the many meanings of Argentina and its place in the world's
imagination. Amy Kaminsky is professor of gender, women, and sexuality studies and global studies
at the University of Minnesota and author of After Exile (Minnesota, 1999).
  bad times in buenos aires: American Sheep Breeder and Wool Grower , 1915
  bad times in buenos aires: Long After Midnight at the Nino Bien Brian Winter, 2008-03-04
After moving to Argentina on a whim, Brian Winter, a young American reporter, embarks on a
crusade to learn that devilishly difficult dance that demands both discipline and passion: the tango.
While he dances the night away in the milongas with the fiery denizens of Buenos Aires, the country
around them collapses, gripped by inflation, street riots, and revolution. In a book that is part
travelogue and part history, the author evokes his immersion in a dark underworld. He visits old
dance salons, brothels, and shacks on the dusty Pampa, searching for the tango's shady origins in
the hope that understanding may help him dance better. Along the way, he discovers that the tango,



with its tales of jealousy, melodrama, and lost glory, may hold the secret to the country that is
inexplicably disintegrating before his eyes.
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