anne sexton 45 mercy street

**Anne Sexton 45 Mercy Street: Exploring the Poem and Its Resonance**

anne sexton 45 mercy street is a phrase that immediately draws poetry lovers and literary
enthusiasts into the haunting world of Anne Sexton’s work. This particular poem stands out as a
poignant exploration of identity, memory, and the elusive nature of selfthood. Sexton, celebrated for
her confessional style, uses "45 Mercy Street" not just as a title but as a symbolic anchor, inviting
readers into a deeply personal and evocative realm.

In this article, we will delve into the meaning behind “45 Mercy Street,” examine its themes, and
understand why this poem remains a compelling piece in Anne Sexton’s oeuvre. We’ll also touch on
the broader context of her life and poetry, highlighting how this work reflects her unique voice.

Understanding Anne Sexton and Her Confessional
Poetry

Anne Sexton emerged as one of the most influential confessional poets of the 20th century, known
for her candid exploration of mental illness, trauma, and personal struggles. Her writing style broke
traditional boundaries, offering raw and often unsettling glimpses into her inner life. “45 Mercy
Street” fits squarely into this mold, presenting a narrative that is both intimate and universal.

The Confessional Poetic Tradition

Confessional poetry often involves a direct, autobiographical confession from the poet, focusing on
topics like depression, addiction, and relationships. Sexton’s work, including “45 Mercy Street,” is
recognized for its unflinching honesty and emotional intensity. This style invites readers to
empathize with the poet’s experiences, blurring the line between author and audience.

Decoding “45 Mercy Street”: What Does It Mean?

At first glance, “45 Mercy Street” might seem like just an address, but in Anne Sexton’s hands, it
becomes a metaphor for a psychological or emotional space. Critics and readers alike interpret the
poem as a meditation on memory and the fragmentation of self.

The Symbolism of “Mercy Street”

The word “Mercy” in the title suggests themes of forgiveness, compassion, and relief from suffering.
This contrasts with the starkness of an address, implying that the location is not only physical but
also symbolic—a space where mercy might be sought or granted. Some scholars suggest that “45
Mercy Street” represents a mental hospital or a safe haven, reflecting Sexton’s own battles with



mental health.

Exploring the Poem’s Imagery and Tone

Sexton’s use of vivid imagery in “45 Mercy Street” is characteristic of her poetic style. The poem
often juxtaposes comforting and unsettling images, creating a dreamlike atmosphere. This tension
mirrors the tumultuous emotional landscape the poet navigates.

The tone oscillates between vulnerability and defiance, inviting readers to confront difficult emotions
alongside the poet. By doing so, Sexton transforms personal pain into a shared experience, making
the poem resonate across diverse audiences.

Anne Sexton’s Life and “45 Mercy Street”: The Personal
Connection

To fully appreciate “45 Mercy Street,” it helps to understand Anne Sexton’s biography, particularly
her struggles with mental illness and hospitalization. Sexton spent time in psychiatric institutions,
and many of her poems draw directly from these experiences.

Mental Health and Poetry

The intersection of mental health and creativity is central to understanding Sexton’s work. “45
Mercy Street” can be seen as a reflection of her attempts to process trauma and find meaning amid
chaos. Her candid depiction of psychiatric treatment and emotional turmoil was groundbreaking,
helping to destigmatize mental illness in literature.

The Role of Place in Sexton’s Work

Physical locations often serve as metaphors in Sexton’s poetry, representing emotional states or
phases of life. “45 Mercy Street” exemplifies this, with the address acting as a symbol of
confinement and, paradoxically, hope. This duality enhances the poem’s emotional complexity and
invites multiple interpretations.

Why “45 Mercy Street” Continues to Captivate Readers

Even decades after its publication, “45 Mercy Street” remains a powerful work that speaks to
contemporary audiences. Its themes of identity, mental health, and searching for mercy are timeless,
and its poetic craftsmanship continues to inspire.



The Poem’s Relevance Today

In today’s cultural landscape, where conversations about mental health are increasingly open,
Sexton’s “45 Mercy Street” feels prescient. It offers insight into the human condition and the
ongoing struggle for self-understanding and acceptance.

Inspiration for Writers and Readers Alike

Many poets and readers have found in “45 Mercy Street” a source of inspiration. Its blend of lyrical
beauty and emotional honesty encourages writers to embrace vulnerability in their own work. For
readers, it offers comfort in knowing that pain and confusion are shared human experiences.

Tips for Reading and Interpreting “45 Mercy Street”

Approaching Anne Sexton’s poetry can be both rewarding and challenging. Here are some tips to
enrich your experience with “45 Mercy Street” and similar works:

Read Slowly and Reflectively: Take your time with each line to absorb the layered meanings
and emotions.

e Consider the Historical Context: Understanding Sexton’s life and the era in which she
wrote adds depth to your interpretation.

e Pay Attention to Imagery: Notice how Sexton uses contrasts and symbolism to convey
complex feelings.

e Engage with Multiple Interpretations: Discuss with others or read critical essays to
explore different perspectives.

¢ Connect Personally: Reflect on how the poem’s themes resonate with your own experiences
or observations.

Exploring Anne Sexton’s Legacy Beyond “45 Mercy
Street”

While “45 Mercy Street” is a standout piece, it is just one part of Anne Sexton’s rich poetic legacy.
Her body of work continues to influence literature and mental health advocacy.



Other Notable Poems

Some of Sexton’s most famous poems include “Her Kind,” “The Starry Night,” and “Live or Die.”
Each explores different facets of her life and psyche, contributing to a fuller understanding of her
artistry.

Impact on Modern Poetry

Sexton’s fearless approach paved the way for poets to discuss taboo subjects openly. Her influence
is visible in contemporary confessional poetry and beyond, as writers embrace authenticity and
emotional depth.

Educational and Therapeutic Uses

Today, Sexton’s poems are studied in academic settings and used in therapeutic contexts. “45 Mercy
Street,” with its focus on mental health and mercy, serves as a powerful tool for discussion and
healing.

Engaging with Anne Sexton’s “45 Mercy Street” is like stepping into a world where poetry meets
psychology, and personal pain transforms into artistic beauty. Through this poem, Sexton invites us
to explore the boundaries of identity and the search for mercy within ourselves. Whether you are a
student, a poet, or simply a curious reader, the journey through “45 Mercy Street” offers profound
insight into the human spirit.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Anne Sexton, the poet behind '45 Mercy Street'?

Anne Sexton was an American poet known for her confessional style of poetry, often exploring
themes of mental illness, personal trauma, and identity. '45 Mercy Street' is a poem that reflects her
introspective and emotional depth.

What is the significance of ‘45 Mercy Street' in Anne Sexton's
work?

The poem '45 Mercy Street' is significant as it provides a glimpse into Sexton's experiences and
emotions during her stay at the psychiatric hospital located at 45 Mercy Street. It highlights her
struggles with mental health and her candid confrontation with inner turmoil.



Where is 45 Mercy Street, and why is it important to Anne
Sexton's poetry?

45 Mercy Street was the address of a psychiatric hospital in Boston where Anne Sexton was treated.
This location is important because it symbolizes the setting of many of her poems that deal with
mental illness and recovery.

What themes are explored in Anne Sexton's '45 Mercy Street'?

The poem explores themes such as mental illness, confinement, despair, hope, and the complex
emotions associated with hospitalization and recovery.

How does '45 Mercy Street' reflect Anne Sexton's confessional
poetry style?

In '45 Mercy Street,' Sexton uses personal and vivid imagery to reveal her intimate struggles with
mental health, a hallmark of confessional poetry. The poem candidly expresses her feelings and
experiences, making it deeply personal and emotive.

Has '45 Mercy Street' been analyzed in literary studies?

Yes, '45 Mercy Street' has been studied in literary circles for its raw and honest portrayal of mental
illness and its contribution to confessional poetry. Scholars often examine how Sexton uses location
and personal narrative to convey complex psychological states.

Where can I read or listen to Anne Sexton’s ‘45 Mercy Street'?

Anne Sexton's '45 Mercy Street' can be found in her poetry collections such as 'The Death
Notebooks."' Additionally, audio recordings and performances of the poem are available on various
literary websites and platforms like YouTube and poetry archives.

Additional Resources

**Anne Sexton 45 Mercy Street: A Deep Dive into the Poetic Journey**

anne sexton 45 mercy street is a phrase that resonates deeply within the literary community,
evoking the haunting and evocative voice of one of America’s most influential confessional poets.
This particular title, "45 Mercy Street," is both a poem and a reflection of Anne Sexton’s profound
exploration of identity, mental health, and the human condition. As a subject of critical study and
poetic admiration, Anne Sexton's work continues to inspire discussions that dissect the complex
interplay between her life experiences and her literary output.

Understanding Anne Sexton's “"45 Mercy Street"

“45 Mercy Street” is not just a poem but also a symbolic representation of Anne Sexton’s personal



struggles and her unique expression of mental health battles through poetry. The poem embodies
Sexton’s confessional style, characterized by raw honesty and an unfiltered glimpse into her psyche.
It offers readers an intimate look at the spaces—both literal and metaphorical—that shape a person’s
sense of self.

The number “45” and the location “Mercy Street” carry symbolic weight, suggesting a tangible place
where mercy or forgiveness might be sought or found. This setting is crucial to understanding the
poem’s thematic core, as it mirrors Sexton’s broader thematic concerns of seeking respite from pain
and the quest for redemption.

Anne Sexton’s Background and the Context of 45 Mercy Street

To fully appreciate the significance of "45 Mercy Street," one must consider Anne Sexton’s
biography. Born in 1928, Sexton’s poetry was deeply intertwined with her lifelong struggle with
depression and mental illness. Her work frequently delved into taboo subjects such as suicide,
motherhood, and mental health, topics that were often stigmatized during her time.

"45 Mercy Street" can be interpreted as a metaphor for the psychiatric institutions and therapeutic
spaces Sexton inhabited. The poet spent considerable time in psychiatric hospitals, and her writing
often reflects her experiences within these walls. Mercy Street may symbolize a place of both
suffering and healing, embodying the duality of her mental health journey.

Thematic Exploration in Anne Sexton’s "45 Mercy
Street"

Anne Sexton’s poetry is known for its confessional nature, and "45 Mercy Street" is no exception.
The poem’s themes resonate with the struggles of identity, vulnerability, and the search for mercy in
a world rife with internal and external conflicts.

Mental Health and Confession

The poem’s backdrop suggests a mental health facility or a psychological state where mercy is a
sought-after commodity. Sexton’s candid exploration of mental illness was pioneering, as she
brought private suffering into the public literary sphere with unflinching honesty. "45 Mercy Street"
reflects this confessional style, where the poet confronts her vulnerabilities openly.

This raw depiction of mental health challenges predates the modern conversation about psychiatric

care and personal trauma, making Sexton’s work a precursor to contemporary dialogues on these
issues.

Symbolism and Metaphorical Layers



The address “45 Mercy Street” functions as a potent metaphor for the intersection of place and
psyche. It is a space where mercy might be granted or denied, symbolizing the poet’s internal tug-of-
war between despair and hope. The concept of mercy also ties into themes of forgiveness—both self-
forgiveness and societal compassion.

This layering of symbolism invites readers to engage with the poem not just on a literal level but to
interpret the emotional and psychological states it encapsulates. The sense of place anchors the
emotional intensity, lending a tangible dimension to Sexton’s otherwise abstract struggles.

Stylistic Features and Literary Significance

Anne Sexton’s poetry style is distinctive, marked by a conversational tone, vivid imagery, and an
often unsettling intimacy. "45 Mercy Street" exemplifies many of these characteristics, making it an
essential study for those interested in confessional poetry.

Language and Tone

Sexton’s language in "45 Mercy Street" is both accessible and layered with meaning. The tone
oscillates between despair and a yearning for salvation, reflecting the poet’s emotional complexity.
Her use of everyday language juxtaposed with profound themes allows readers to connect deeply
with the poem’s emotional landscape.

Structure and Form

While Anne Sexton’s poetry often embraces free verse, "45 Mercy Street" employs a structured
approach that enhances its thematic resonance. The measured rhythm mirrors the controlled
environment of a psychiatric institution, while the moments of disruption within the poem’s flow
reflect internal turmoil.

This balance between form and content is typical of Sexton’s craftsmanship, where structural
elements underscore the emotional narrative.

Anne Sexton 45 Mercy Street in Literary Criticism and
Legacy
"45 Mercy Street" has become a focal point in discussions of Anne Sexton’s oeuvre, particularly in

analyses of her engagement with mental illness and confessional poetry. Critics often highlight how
this poem encapsulates the tension between personal experience and poetic expression.



Comparative Analysis with Other Confessional Poets

When compared to contemporaries like Sylvia Plath and Robert Lowell, Sexton’s "45 Mercy Street"
stands out for its unique blend of vulnerability and symbolic complexity. While Plath’s poetry is often
more visceral and explosive, Sexton’s work, including this poem, leans toward reflective and
metaphorical explorations of suffering.

This distinction enriches the landscape of confessional poetry, showcasing diverse approaches to
addressing similar thematic material.

Impact on Contemporary Poetry

The influence of Anne Sexton’s "45 Mercy Street" extends beyond literary criticism into modern
poetry’s engagement with mental health and self-exploration. Contemporary poets draw inspiration
from Sexton’s fearless articulation of pain and her ability to transform personal trauma into art.

Her work has helped destigmatize conversations about mental illness within literary circles,
encouraging poets and readers alike to confront uncomfortable truths.

Conclusion: Revisiting Anne Sexton’s Enduring Voice

Anne Sexton’s "45 Mercy Street" remains a compelling and poignant piece that encapsulates the
poet’s confessional style and thematic preoccupations. It invites readers to reflect on the
complexities of mental health, the search for mercy, and the power of poetic expression as a form of
healing.

In revisiting this poem, one encounters not only Sexton’s personal narrative but also a broader
commentary on human vulnerability and resilience. The enduring relevance of "45 Mercy Street"
cements Anne Sexton’s legacy as a vital voice in American poetry, continuing to resonate with new
generations seeking understanding and connection through literature.

Anne Sexton 45 Mercy Street

anne sexton 45 mercy street: 45 Mercy Street Anne Sexton, Linda Gray Sexton, 1977-01-01

anne sexton 45 mercy street: Mercy Street Anne Sexton, 2013-05-13 MERCY STREET is
Pulitzer Prize-winning poet Anne Sexton's only play and incorporates many of the themes that infuse
her poetry, the deeply personal, the nature of madness, and the subjectivity of truth. Anne Sexton, a
fine poet with an astounding knack for incorporating the ugly and immediate vocabulary of the
pressing workaday world into lyrics that nevertheless remain lyrics, is the author of MERCY STREET
... The play is constructed quite literally to resemble the Offertory in Anglican or Roman Catholic
mass ... Miss Sexton's initial use of ritual is striking ... The exploration, in rotating flashbacks,
produces some riveting line-images ... -Walter Kerr, The New York Times ... This is Miss Sexton's
first play. She is a Pulitzer Prize-winning poet, and the tone of her poems has always been


https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-146/anne-sexton-45-mercy-street.pdf

laceratingly personal. In some she seemed like a latter-day, neurotic Emily Dickinson. The poems
have a voice of their own, and a way with imagery. MERCY STREET is the story of a woman
searching her way home from the valley of madness ... Miss Sexton has written a play to be
considered rather than dismissed ... -Clive Barnes, The New York Times

anne sexton 45 mercy street: Anne Sexton Caroline King Barnard Hall, 1989 Provides
in-depth analysis of the life, works, career, and critical importance of Anne Sexton.

anne sexton 45 mercy street: ‘Hurrying Truth’ in the Poetry of Anne Sexton Anissa Sboui,
2023-08-16 This book investigates the key terms ‘truth’ and ‘misinformation’ in the light of Anne
Sexton’s Complete Poems. The author argues that what characterizes her poems is their heightened
level of transparency; poem after poem, she establishes a close relationship with the reader through
recording a detailed account of her private stories. In this sense, the aim of this study hinges on
demonstrating the inscription of truth in Sexton’s poems.

anne sexton 45 mercy street: Anne Sexton Anne Sexton, 2004 A collection of letters written
by poet Anne Sexton in which she describes her life, thoughts and feelings, with previously
unpublished poems and family pictures and memorabilia.

anne sexton 45 mercy street: Anne Sexton Diane Middlebrook, 1992-10-27 Anne Sexton
began writing poetry at the age of twenty-nine to keep from killing herself. She held on to language
for dear life and somehow -- in spite of alcoholism and the mental illness that ultimately led her to
suicide -- managed to create a body of work that won a Pulitzer Prize and that still sings to
thousands of readers. This exemplary biography, which was nominated for the National Book Award,
provoked controversy for its revelations of infidelity and incest and its use of tapes from Sexton's
psychiatric sessions. It reconciles the many Anne Sextons: the 1950s housewife; the abused child
who became an abusive mother; the seductress; the suicide who carried kill-me pills in her handbag
the way other women carry lipstick; and the poet who transmuted confession into lasting art.

anne sexton 45 mercy street: Selected Poems of Anne Sexton Anne Sexton, 2000 A
selection of poems by contemporary American author Anne Sexton, drawn primarily from eight
previously published collections.

anne sexton 45 mercy street: A Study Guide for Anne Sexton's "Courage" Gale, Cengage
Learning, 2016 A Study Guide for Anne Sexton's Courage, excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Poetry
for Students. This concise study guide includes plot summary; character analysis; author biography;
study questions; historical context; suggestions for further reading; and much more. For any
literature project, trust Poetry for Students for all of your research needs.

anne sexton 45 mercy street: We Heal from Memory C. Steele, 2016-04-30 Through an
examination of the poetry of Anne Sexton, Audre Lorde, and Gloria Anzaldua, We Heal From
Memory paints a vivid picture of how our culture carries a history of traumatic violence - child
sexual abuse, the ownership and enforcement of women's sexuality under slavery, the transmission
of violence through generations, and the destruction of non-white cultures and their histories
through colonization. According to Cassie Premo Steele, the poetry of Sexton, Lorde, and Anzaldua
allows us to witness and to heal from such disparate traumatic events.

anne sexton 45 mercy street: Writing Under the Influence Aubrey Malone, 2017-12-21 Writers
and alcohol have long been associated--for some, the association becomes unmanageable. Drawing
on rare sources, this collection of brief biographies traces the lives of 13 well known literary
drinkers, examining how their relationship with alcohol developed and how it affected their work, for
better or worse. Focusing on examples like F. Scott Fitzgerald, Ernest Hemingway, Edna St. Vincent
Millay, Charles Bukowski and Raymond Carver, the combined biographies present a study of the
classic figure of the over-indulging author.

anne sexton 45 mercy street: This Business of Words Amanda Golden, 2018-11-02 One of
America's most influential women writers, Anne Sexton has long been overshadowed by fellow
confessional poets Sylvia Plath and Robert Lowell and is seldom featured in literary criticism. This
volume reassesses Sexton and her poetry for the first time in two decades and offers directions for
future Sexton scholarship. Mapping Sexton’s influence on twenty-first-century cultural contexts,



these essays emphasize her continuing vitality. Contributors: Jeanne Marie Beaumont | Jeffery
Conway | Jo Gill | Amanda Golden | Christopher Grobe | Anita Helle | Kamran Javadizadeh | Dorothea
Lasky | Kathleen Ossip | David Trinidad | Victoria Van Hyning

anne sexton 45 mercy street: The Grim Reader Maura Spiegel, Richard Tristman,
2010-06-16 The best classic and contemporary writing on mortality—from Montaigne to Monty
Python—to produce an essential resource for the heart and mind. The fear of death, the pain of
bereavement, the art of consolation, and the custom of mourning—these are experiences with which
all mortals must reckon. In The Grim Reader, idiosyncratic and always enlightening pieces are
grouped into thematic parts in which a diversity of perspective on death are revealed. From death in
its most personal sphere to the major issues of death in the public realm, The Grim Reader offers a
fresh and unmediated encounter with mortality and the many dimensions of grief and recovery. A
compelling collection of poems, fiction, letters, historical documents, essays, and narrations from a
wide variety of writers, including: Vladimir Nabokov - John Ashbery - Samuel Beckett Adam Smith -
Simone de Beauvoir - Grace Paley Giovanni Boccaccio - Bertolt Brecht - Roland Barthes James
Baldwin - Primo Levi - Anne Sexton Luis Buniuel - Paul Monette - Jessica Mitford - Stanley Elkin

anne sexton 45 mercy street: Here Ronald Riekki, 2015-05-01 How does place impact prose?
Here: Women Writing on Michigan’s Upper Peninsula explores that very question, drawing on the
work of Upper Peninsula authors past and present to create a vibrant kaleidoscope of voices and
experiences. Bame-wa-wa-ge-zhik-aquay, Janet Loxley Lewis, Lorine Niedecker, Catie Rosemurgy,
and thirty-one other authors important to the region appear in this exceptional and diverse volume.
In poetry (“Spring” by Beverly Matherne, “For Those Who Dream of Cranes” by Elinor Benedict, and
“Skin on Skin” by Sally Brunk), short fiction (“North Country” by Roxane Gay, “For the Healing of All
Women” by April Lindala, and “Winter Mines” by Sharon Dilworth), and novel excerpts (from Once
on This Island by Gloria Whelan, South of Superior by Ellen Airgood, and Dandelion Cottage by
Carroll Watson Rankin), the unique character of the U.P. materializes on the page. The book also
shines a spotlight on powerful emerging voices such as Lisa Fay Coutley, Charmi Keranen, and
Saara Myrene Raappana. The first of its kind, this is an anthology for all seasons, an homage to the
rich literary heritage of the region.

anne sexton 45 mercy street: A to Z of American Women Writers Carol Kort, 2014-05-14
Presents a biographical dictionary profiling important women authors, including birth and death
dates, accomplishments and bibliography of each author's work.

anne sexton 45 mercy street: Survivors William Peskett, 2012-08-31 Survivors is William
Peskett's second book in the Secker & Warburg Poets series. At one level, it marks his move 'From
Belfast to Suffolk' (the title of one of the poems), but more importantly it shows him coming to terms
with the world of nature and the world of man with a new maturity.

anne sexton 45 mercy street: Peter Gabriel, From Genesis to Growing Up Sarah Hill,
2017-07-05 Ever since Peter Gabriel fronted progressive rock band Genesis, from the late 1960s
until the mid 1970s, journalists and academics alike have noted the importance of Gabriel's
contribution to popular music. His influence became especially significant when he embarked on a
solo career in the late 1970s. Gabriel secured his place in the annals of popular music history
through his poignant recordings, innovative music videos, groundbreaking live performances, the
establishment of WOMAD (the World of Music and Dance) and the Real World record label (as a
forum for musicians from around the world to be heard, recorded and promoted) and for his political
agenda (including links to a variety of political initiatives including the Artists Against Apartheid
Project, Amnesty International and the Human Rights Now tour). In addition, Gabriel is known as a
sensitive, articulate and critical performer whose music reflects an innate curiosity and deep
intellectual commitment. This collection documents and critically explores the most central themes
found in Gabriel's work. These are divided into three important conceptual areas arising from
Gabriel's activity as a songwriter and recording artist, performer and activist: 'Identity and
Representation’, 'Politics and Power' and 'Production and Performance'.

anne sexton 45 mercy street: Imagine a City Mark Vanhoenacker, 2022-07-05 This love



letter to the cities of the world—from the airline pilot-author of Skyfaring—is a journey around both
the author's mind and the planet's great cities that leaves us energized, open to new experiences
and ready to return more hopefully to our lives (Alain de Botton, author of The Art of Travel). In his
small New England hometown, Mark Vanhoenacker spent his childhood dreaming of elsewhere— of
the distant, real cities he found on the illuminated globe in his bedroom, and of one perfect
metropolis that existed only in his imagination. These cities were the sources of endless comfort and
escape, and of a lasting fascination. Streets unspooled, towers shone, and anonymous crowds
bustled in the places where Mark hoped he could someday be anyone—perhaps even himself. Now,
as a commercial airline pilot, Mark has spent nearly two decades crossing the skies of our planet and
touching down in dozens of the storied cities he imagined as a child. He experiences these
destinations during brief stays that he repeats month after month and year after year, giving him an
unconventional and uniquely vivid perspective on the places that form our urban world. In this
intimate yet expansive work that weaves travelogue with memoir, Mark celebrates the cities he has
come to know and to love, through the lens of the hometown his heart has never quite left. As he
explores emblematic facets of each city’s identity— the road signs of Los Angeles, the old gates of
Jeddah, the snowy streets of Sapporo—he shows us with warmth and fresh eyes the extraordinary
places that billions of us call home.

anne sexton 45 mercy street: The Palgrave Macmillan Dictionary of Women's Biography
J. Uglow, M. Hendry, 2005-03-08 The Palgrave Macmillan Dictionary of Women's Biography contains
details of the lives of over 2100 women from all periods, cultures and walks of life - from queens to
TV chefs, engineers to stand up comics, pilots to poisoners. With subsections for further reading,
comprehensive subject index and a bibliographical survey, this dictionary of women's biography is
an invaluable reference source.

anne sexton 45 mercy street: The Complete Poems Anne Sexton, 2016-04-05 The collected
works of Anne Sexton showcase the astonishing career of one of the twentieth century's most
influential poets For Anne Sexton, writing served as both a means of expressing the inner turmoil
she experienced for most of her life and as a therapeutic force through which she exorcised her
demons. Some of the richest poetic descriptions of depression, anxiety, and desperate hope can be
found within Sexton's work. The Complete Poems, which includes the eight collections published
during her life, two posthumously published books, and other poems collected after her death,
brings together her remarkable body of work with all of its range of emotion. With her first
collection, the haunting To Bedlam and Part Way Back, Sexton stunned critics with her frank
treatment of subjects like masturbation, incest, and abortion, blazing a trail for representations of
the body, particularly the female body, in poetry. She documented four years of mental illness in her
moving Pulitzer Prize-winning collection Live or Die, and reimagined classic fairy tales as macabre
and sardonic poems in Transformations. The Awful Rowing Toward God, the last book finished in her
lifetime, is an earnest and affecting meditation on the existence of God. As a whole, The Complete
Poems reveals a brilliant yet tormented poet who bared her deepest urges, fears, and desires in
order to create extraordinarily striking and enduring art.

anne sexton 45 mercy street: American Writers Elizabeth H. Oakes, 2004 American Writers
focuses on the rich diversity of American novelists
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