analysis of kubla khan poem

Analysis of Kubla Khan Poem: Exploring Coleridge’s Enigmatic Vision

analysis of kubla khan poem invites readers into a vivid and mysterious world
crafted by Samuel Taylor Coleridge, one of the foremost figures of English
Romantic poetry. This poem, often celebrated for its rich imagery and
dreamlike quality, has fascinated scholars and poetry lovers for centuries.
By diving into its themes, structure, and symbolism, we can uncover layers of
meaning that reveal both the creative power and the elusive nature of
artistic inspiration itself.

Understanding the Context of Kubla Khan

Before delving into the poem’s intricate details, it’s important to
appreciate the background behind its creation. Coleridge wrote “Kubla Khan”
in 1797, reportedly after waking from an opium-influenced dream. The poem was
left unfinished, with Coleridge himself claiming that a visitor’s
interruption caused him to forget the rest of the vision. This anecdote adds
an air of mystery and fragmentation that pervades the poem’s tone.

The poem describes the construction of a magnificent palace by the Mongol
emperor Kubla Khan in Xanadu, a place both real and mythical. Coleridge’s
depiction of this place blends historical references with imaginative
fantasy, making it a powerful symbol of human creativity and the sublime
forces of nature.

Imagery and Symbolism in Kubla Khan

Vivid Descriptions of Nature and Architecture

One of the most striking features in the analysis of Kubla Khan poem is its
rich and often contrasting imagery. The poem opens with the “stately
pleasure-dome” decreed by Kubla Khan, evoking grandeur, control, and artistic
achievement. This architectural marvel rests beside the sacred river Alph,
whose “caverns measureless to man” suggest mystery and the infinite.

Coleridge masterfully juxtaposes the ordered human construction with wild,
untamed natural forces. The “sunny pleasure-dome with caves of ice”
introduces a paradox, blending warmth and cold in the same setting. This
tension reflects Romanticism’s fascination with the sublime—beauty
intertwined with danger and awe.



The River Alph as a Symbol

The river Alph, which flows through the landscape, is a potent symbol in the
poem. Its “sacred” nature and subterranean journey through “caverns
measureless to man” signify the unconscious mind or the depths of
imagination. The river’s movement from the surface to hidden depths mirrors
the creative process—sometimes visible and tangible, other times mysterious
and inaccessible.

This symbolism ties into a broader theme in the analysis of Kubla Khan poem:
the exploration of the creative mind and its relationship with the natural
world. The river can be seen as a metaphor for poetic inspiration, flowing
through both light and shadow.

Thematic Exploration: Creativity, Power, and
the Sublime

The Power of Artistic Creation

Kubla Khan’s act of building the pleasure-dome can be interpreted as a
metaphor for artistic creation itself. The poem celebrates the ability to
imagine and realize a grand vision, evoking the powers of the poet or artist
to shape worlds with words and ideas.

However, the poem also acknowledges the limits of human creativity. Just as
the pleasure-dome exists in a fragile balance with the surrounding wild
landscape, artistic creation is subject to forces beyond control-nature,
memory, and even the interruptions of everyday life (as Coleridge’s own story
suggests).

The Sublime and the Mysterious

A critical aspect in the analysis of Kubla Khan poem is its engagement with
the concept of the sublime—a key idea in Romantic literature. The sublime
involves feelings of awe mixed with terror, often inspired by nature’s
grandeur or power.

Coleridge’s poem evokes this through descriptions of the “deep romantic
chasm” and “a savage place! as holy and enchanted.” These phrases conjure a
landscape that is both beautiful and unsettling, invoking a spiritual or
mystical experience that transcends ordinary understanding.



Structure and Form: How the Poem Shapes Meaning

Unlike many classical poems with strict rhyme schemes and meter, Kubla Khan
has a more fluid and irregular structure. This unpredictability mirrors the
dreamlike content and enhances the sense of a vision fragmented and caught
between reality and imagination.

The poem consists of two main parts: the first describing the physical and
fantastical landscape of Xanadu, and the second shifting to a more
introspective reflection on the poet’s own creative power. This division can
be seen as a contrast between external grandeur and internal inspiration.

Use of Sound and Rhythm

Coleridge’s use of alliteration, assonance, and internal rhyme adds a musical
quality that reinforces the hypnotic and immersive nature of the poem.
Phrases like “caverns measureless to man” and “sacred river Alph” linger in
the reader’s mind, creating a rhythmic flow that echoes the river’s movement.

This sonic layering is crucial in the analysis of Kubla Khan poem because it
invites readers to experience the poem as more than just words on a page-it
becomes an auditory and emotional journey.

Interpretations and Critical Perspectives

The enigmatic quality of Kubla Khan has led to a wide range of
interpretations over the years. Some critics view the poem as an exploration
of the Romantic poet’s role as a visionary creator, while others emphasize
its dream origins and the unconscious mind.

Freudian readings highlight the poem’s imagery as expressions of desire and
repression, while Jungian approaches might see the poem as a symbolic journey
into the collective unconscious. Meanwhile, postcolonial critics have
examined the portrayal of Kubla Khan and Xanadu through the lens of empire
and exoticism.

Tips for Deepening Your Analysis

If you're looking to analyze Kubla Khan poem on your own or in an academic
context, consider the following approaches:

e Close Reading: Pay attention to specific word choices, sounds, and
images. How do they contribute to mood and meaning?



e Historical Context: Research the historical figure of Kubla Khan and the
cultural fascination with the East in Coleridge’s time.

e Biographical Insight: Explore how Coleridge’s personal experiences,
including his use of opium, might influence the poem’s dreamlike
quality.

e Thematic Connections: Link the poem’s themes to broader Romantic ideas
such as the sublime, imagination, and nature.

e Comparative Analysis: Compare Kubla Khan with other Romantic poems or
works inspired by dreams and visions.

The Enduring Legacy of Kubla Khan

What makes the analysis of Kubla Khan poem so fascinating is its timeless
quality. Despite being written over two centuries ago, the poem continues to
resonate with readers because it captures the paradox of creativity-both its
power and its fragility.

The “stately pleasure-dome” remains a potent symbol for the human desire to
build, imagine, and transcend the ordinary. Whether approached as a
mysterious dream, a meditation on artistic inspiration, or a celebration of
the sublime forces of nature, Coleridge’s poem invites endless exploration
and wonder.

In the end, the poem’s unfinished, fragmentary nature may be its greatest
strength. It mirrors the way imagination flickers and flows, sometimes clear
and commanding, other times elusive and ephemeral. This makes Kubla Khan a
uniquely evocative piece that continues to inspire both readers and writers
alike.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of the poem 'Kubla Khan'
by Samuel Taylor Coleridge?

The central theme of 'Kubla Khan' is the interplay between imagination and
reality, exploring the creative power of the human mind and the sublime
beauty of nature.

How does Coleridge use imagery in 'Kubla Khan' to



enhance the poem's meaning?

Coleridge uses vivid and exotic imagery, such as the sacred river Alph and
the pleasure-dome, to create a dreamlike atmosphere that evokes mystery,
beauty, and the supernatural, emphasizing the power of poetic imagination.

What is the significance of the pleasure-dome in
'Kubla Khan'?

The pleasure-dome symbolizes the grandeur of human creativity and the
idealized vision of paradise, representing both the wonders and the
limitations of artistic creation.

How does the structure of 'Kubla Khan' contribute to
its overall impact?

The poem's fragmented and unfinished structure reflects the interrupted
nature of Coleridge's vision, enhancing the themes of the ephemeral and
elusive quality of inspiration.

What role does nature play in 'Kubla Khan'?

Nature in 'Kubla Khan' is depicted as a powerful and mysterious force that
shapes the landscape and influences human experience, highlighting the
Romantic fascination with the sublime and the awe-inspiring aspects of the
natural world.

Why is 'Kubla Khan' considered a masterpiece of
Romantic poetry?

'Kubla Khan' is considered a masterpiece because of its rich symbolism,
innovative use of language, and exploration of imagination and creativity,
embodying key Romantic ideals such as the emphasis on individual vision and
the sublime.

Additional Resources

Analysis of Kubla Khan Poem: A Deep Dive into Coleridge’s Enigmatic
Masterpiece

analysis of kubla khan poem reveals a complex interplay of imagination,
nature, and the sublime, making it one of Samuel Taylor Coleridge’s most
studied and debated works. Written in 1797 and published in 1816, "Kubla
Khan" is often regarded as a fragmentary visionary poem that captures the
essence of Romantic creativity and the power of the human mind to conjure
vivid and otherworldly landscapes. This article explores the poem’s thematic
depth, stylistic features, historical context, and the enduring mystery



surrounding its composition, providing a comprehensive review suitable for
literature enthusiasts and scholars alike.

Historical Context and Background

Understanding the background of "Kubla Khan" is essential for a thorough
analysis of Kubla Khan poem. Coleridge famously described the poem’s origin
as the product of an opium-induced dream after reading about the Mongol
emperor Kublai Khan’'s palace in a travelogue. Interrupted during his writing
by a visitor, Coleridge claimed he lost the rest of the vision and could only
transcribe what he remembered upon awakening.

This anecdote raises fascinating questions about creativity, memory, and the
fragmentary nature of poetic inspiration. The poem’s posthumous publication
nearly two decades later further contributed to its mystique, positioning it
as a symbol of Romantic idealism and the elusive nature of artistic genius.

Structural and Stylistic Features

At just 54 lines, "Kubla Khan" is a relatively short poem but densely packed
with rich imagery and musicality. Its structure is unconventional, divided
into two distinct parts:

e The first part describes the construction of the stately pleasure-dome
in Xanadu, with vivid descriptions of the natural surroundings,
including the sacred river Alph and the caverns measureless to man.

e The second part shifts to a visionary meditation on the power of the
poet’s imagination, evoking the desire to recreate the original vision
through art.

Coleridge employs a variety of poetic devices — alliteration, assonance, and
internal rhyme — that create a hypnotic, dreamlike atmosphere. The poem’s
meter varies between iambic tetrameter and trimeter, enhancing its musical
quality. The language is rich with exotic and mysterious imagery, reflecting
both the Orientalist fascination prevalent in the Romantic era and the poet’s
deep engagement with the sublime.

Imagery and Symbolism

The imagery in "Kubla Khan" is central to its meaning and enduring appeal.
The poem juxtaposes the ordered, man-made pleasure dome with the wild,



untamed natural forces represented by the river Alph and the surrounding
fertile ground. This duality symbolizes the tension between human creativity
and the primal forces of nature.

The sacred river Alph, possibly an allusion to the river Alpheus in Greek
mythology, flows through the caverns, suggesting a connection between the
earthly and the spiritual, the known and the mysterious. The “sunny dome”
itself symbolizes artistic creation or the human endeavor to impose order and
beauty on the chaotic natural world.

Moreover, the poem’s references to “ancestral voices” and the “damsel with a
dulcimer” introduce themes of memory, inspiration, and the transmission of
artistic tradition. The damsel’s song, which the poet longs to replicate,
embodies the ideal of poetic creation — a perfect synthesis of vision and
expression.

Thematic Exploration

Several key themes emerge in the analysis of Kubla Khan poem, reflecting
broader Romantic concerns:

The Power of Imagination

Imagination is the driving force behind "Kubla Khan". The poem opens with a
visionary description of the emperor’s palace but quickly moves into a
meditation on the creative process itself. The poet’s yearning to “revive
within me / Her symphony and song” highlights the tension between the
ephemeral nature of inspiration and the desire for artistic permanence.

The Sublime and the Exotic

Coleridge’s poem embodies the Romantic sublime, evoking awe, terror, and
beauty simultaneously. The exotic setting of Xanadu, inspired by historical
and Orientalist sources, provides a backdrop for exploring the sublime
experience, where natural grandeur overwhelms human comprehension.

Fragmentation and the Limits of Artistic Creation

The fragmentary nature of "Kubla Khan" — both in its composition history and
textual form — underscores the limits inherent in artistic creation. The poem
itself becomes a metaphor for incomplete visions and the inability to fully
capture the sublime in language.



Comparison with Other Romantic Works

When compared to other Romantic poems, such as William Wordsworth’s “Tintern
Abbey” or Percy Bysshe Shelley’s “Ozymandias,” "Kubla Khan" stands out for
its intense focus on the dream state and the mystical aspects of creation.
Unlike Wordsworth’s contemplative meditations on nature or Shelley’s
political commentary, Coleridge’s work delves deep into the unconscious mind
and the fragmented nature of human creativity.

While Wordsworth often emphasizes harmony between humanity and nature, "Kubla
Khan" dramatizes the tension and conflict between human constructions and
natural forces. This difference highlights the diversity within Romanticism
and Coleridge’s unique contribution to its exploration of imagination.

Pros and Cons of the Poem’s Fragmentary Form

e Pros: The fragmentary form enhances the poem’s dreamlike quality,
allowing readers to experience the fleeting nature of inspiration and
the mystery of the creative act.

e Cons: The lack of a complete narrative or resolution can frustrate
readers seeking coherence or a clear storyline, leading to multiple
interpretations that sometimes complicate critical consensus.

Critical Reception and Interpretations

Since its publication, "Kubla Khan" has attracted a wide range of
interpretations. Some critics view the poem as a celebration of the Romantic
imagination and its power to transcend reality. Others interpret it as a
cautionary tale about the dangers of unchecked ambition or as a metaphor for
the creative process’s inherent instability.

Psychoanalytic readings often focus on the poem’s origins in an opium dream,
exploring themes of altered consciousness and the unconscious mind.
Postcolonial critics have examined the Orientalist elements in Coleridge’s
depiction of Xanadu, questioning the implications of exoticism and imperial
fantasy.

Despite varying perspectives, the poem’s enigmatic quality continues to
captivate readers and scholars, ensuring its place as a seminal work in
English literature.



Modern Relevance and Influence

The analysis of Kubla Khan poem remains relevant in contemporary literary
studies, particularly in discussions of Romanticism, creativity, and the
relationship between art and altered states of consciousness. Its influence
extends beyond poetry into visual art, music, and popular culture, inspiring
countless adaptations and references.

The poem’s exploration of the tension between imagination and reality
resonates with modern audiences grappling with the complexities of creativity
in an increasingly fragmented and fast-paced world.

By examining the layers of meaning and stylistic innovation in "Kubla Khan,"
readers gain insight not only into Coleridge’s genius but also into the
broader human quest to capture the ineffable through artistic expression.

Analysis Of Kubla Khan Poem

analysis of kubla khan poem: Sources, Meaning, and Influences of Coleridge's Kubla Khan
Robert F. Fleissner, 2000 This study contains an analysis of the poem Kubla Khan. It provides an

examination of the construct of the poem as a whole and its modern effect in terms of influence upon
others (for example, Poe, Tennyson, Forster, and Bowen).

analysis of kubla khan poem: The Narratological Analysis of Lyric Poetry Peter Huhn, Jens
Kiefer, 2011-08-11 This study offers a fresh approach to the theory and practice of poetry criticism
from a narratological perspective. Arguing that lyric poems share basic constituents of narration
with prose fiction, namely temporal sequentiality of events and verbal mediation, the authors
propose the transgeneric application of narratology to the poetic genre with the aim of utilizing the
sophisticated framework of narratological categories for a more precise and complex modeling of
the poetic text. On this basis, the study provides a new impetus to the neglected field of poetic
theory as well as to methodology. The practical value of such an approach is then demonstrated by
detailed model analyses of canonical English poems from all major periods between the 16th and the
20th centuries. The comparative discussion of these analyses draws general conclusions about the
specifics of narrative structures in lyric poetry in contrast to prose fiction.

analysis of kubla khan poem: Kubla Khan Samuel Coleridge, 2015-12-15 Though left
uncompleted, “Kubla Khan” is one of the most famous examples of Romantic era poetry. In it,
Samuel Coleridge provides a stunning and detailed example of the power of the poet’s imagination
through his whimsical description of Xanadu, the capital city of Kublai Khan’s empire. Samuel
Coleridge penned “Kubla Khan” after waking up from an opium-induced dream in which he
experienced and imagined the realities of the great Mongol ruler’s capital city. Coleridge began
writing what he remembered of his dream immediately upon waking from it, and intended to write
two to three hundred lines. However, Coleridge was interrupted soon after and, his memory of the
dream dimming, was ultimately unable to complete the poem. HarperPerennial Classics brings great
works of literature to life in digital format, upholding the highest standards in ebook production and
celebrating reading in all its forms. Look for more titles in the HarperPerennial Classics collection to
build your digital library.

analysis of kubla khan poem: 'Kubla Khan' Poetic Structure, Hypnotic Quality, and Cognitive
Style Reuven Tsur, 2006-01-01 This book endorses Coleridge's statement: nothing can permanently


https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-146/analysis-of-kubla-khan-poem.pdf

please which does not contain in itself the reason why it is so. It conceives of Kubla Khan as of a
hypnotic poem, in which the obtrusive rhythms produce a hypnotic, emotionally heightened
response, giving false security to the Platonic Censor, so that our imagination is left free to explore
higher levels of uncertainty. Critics intolerant of uncertainty tend to account for the poem's effect by
extraneous background information. The book consists of three parts employing different research
methods. Part One is speculative, and discusses three aspects of a complex aesthetic event: the
verbal structure of Kubla Khan, validity in interpretation, and the influence of the critic's decision
style on his critical decisions. The other two parts are empirical. Part Two explores reader response
to gestalt qualities of rhyme patterns and hypnotic poems in perspective of decision style and
professional training. Part Three submits four recordings of the poem by leading British actors to
instrumental investigation.

analysis of kubla khan poem: The Creative Mind in Coleridge's Poetry Kathleen M.
Wheeler, 1981 Five of Coleridge's major poems are given fresh scrutiny in this arresting study. One
of its unusual features is the attention given the Preface to Kubla Khan, the Gloss to The Ancient
Mariner, and other prose accompaniments to the poems usually dismissed as extraneous. Devices
such as these, the author argues, are strategically employed by Coleridge in an effort to engage the
reader in a fully imaginative response. Kathleen Wheeler elucidates the texts in terms of aesthetic
experience and also in terms of the philosophical principles that inform them, showing how
Coleridge's theories of mind and imagination function within the poems and shape their design. A
subtle and gifted reader of poetry, she enriches our understanding of poems we thought we knew
well, and provides insights along the way into the creative process.

analysis of kubla khan poem: A Coleridge Companion John Spencer Hill, 1984-06-07

analysis of kubla khan poem: Response & Analysis Robert E. Probst, 2004 In this fully
updated second edition of Response and Analysis, Robert Probst leads you to fresh methods that
build lifelong lovers of reading by opening your literature classroom to the power of student-driven
interpretation and analysis. The second edition is chocked full of everything you need to plan and
build a curriculum that initiates interpretative and critical conversations with and among your
students while exposing them to a variety of genres-conversations that encourage students to be
active, enthusiastic readers. Probst's updates and revisions speak directly to today's busy teacher,
offering: a clear, coherent rationale for a more humane approach to literature teaching workshop
activities that encourage adolescents to formulate articulate responses to texts, and that fit neatly
into your existing curriculum extensive new suggestions for testing and evaluation in a
standards-based education environment, complete with a variety of assessment rubrics and tools
fresh ideas for utilizing television and film to bolster print literacy and make students more critically
astute viewers a fully revised and updated discussion of contemporary young adult literature,
including new examples, a compendium of online and print YAL resources, and a bibliography of the
latest research and professional writing on the subject. Teachers who have long trusted Probst's
techniques for engaging student readers will be excited to find that Response and Analysis, Second
Edition invites them into a new dialogue about teaching literature, while new readers will discover
how this comprehensive guide uses best-practice literature instruction to help teens make the most
of the magical moments they share with authors.

analysis of kubla khan poem: Kubla Khan, Or, A Vision in a Dream Samuel Taylor
Coleridge, Larry Thompson, Holly Dean, 2005

analysis of kubla khan poem: A Study Guide for Samuel Taylor Coleridge's []"«[]"«[]"«[]"«Kubla
Khan[J"«[]"«[]"«[]"« Gale, Cengage Learning, 2015-03-13 A Study Guide for Samuel Taylor
Coleridge's [I"«[]"«[]"«[]"«Kubla Khan, excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Poetry for Students.This
concise study guide includes plot summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions;
historical context; suggestions for further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust
Poetry for Students for all of your research needs.

analysis of kubla khan poem: Coleridge's decline as a poet L. D. Berkoben, 2011-10-10 No
detailed description available for Coleridge's decline as a poet.




analysis of kubla khan poem: Recritiquing S.T. Coleridge Amar Nath Prasad, 2007 Study
on the works of Samuel Taylor Coleridge, 1772-1834, English poet.

analysis of kubla khan poem: Response and Analysis Robert E. Probst, 1988 Teacher resource
for Senior High Language Arts, English 10, 1994-1999.

analysis of kubla khan poem: Writing About Books: Your Guide to Literary Analysis Pasquale
De Marco, Embark on a literary odyssey with Writing About Books: Your Guide to Literary Analysis,
a comprehensive guide that unlocks the deeper meaning and beauty of literature. Whether you're a
student, teacher, or book lover, this book provides a fresh and engaging approach to literary
analysis, empowering you to delve into the intricacies of fiction, poetry, and drama. Within these
pages, you'll discover the secrets of literary devices, unlocking the hidden layers of meaning that
enrich every great story or poem. Explore symbolism, imagery, point of view, and tone, gaining a
deeper understanding of how authors craft their narratives and convey their messages. But Writing
About Books goes beyond mere analysis. It delves into the historical and cultural contexts that shape
literary works, revealing how literature reflects and influences the society in which it is created.
Explore major literary periods and movements, from the Renaissance to Modernism, gaining a
deeper appreciation for the diverse voices and perspectives that have shaped our literary heritage.
With an emphasis on critical thinking and creativity, this book encourages you to engage actively
with literature. Develop your own interpretations, consider multiple perspectives, and communicate
your ideas effectively. Whether you're analyzing a classic novel or a contemporary poem, you'll
discover how to unlock the power of literature to inform, inspire, and transform your life. By the end
of this literary journey, you'll be equipped with the knowledge and skills to navigate the complexities
of literature with confidence. Immerse yourself in the beauty of language, be captivated by the
power of storytelling, and forever changed by the insights you uncover within the pages of your
favorite books. Writing About Books: Your Guide to Literary Analysis promises to enhance your
appreciation for literature, opening up a whole new world of wonder and discovery. Embrace the
transformative power of words and embark on a journey that will leave an indelible mark on your
soul. If you like this book, write a review!

analysis of kubla khan poem: Coleridge and Hinduism Antonella Riem Natale, 2023-06-08
This book extensively investigates Samuel Taylor Coleridge’s profound ties with the Oriental Tales
he read throughout his life, from a philosophical, poetical and metaphysical point of view. It is the
only comprehensive and dedicated study on how Hindu works, in particular Charles Wilkins’s first
translation of the Bhagavadgita into English (1785), influenced Coleridge’s poetic imagination,
affecting all his writings, his poetry above all. In analysing Coleridge’s quest for what he calls the
“One life”, the author’s wish is that readers may find some “joyance” in reading this book, and feel
inspired to go deeper into the anahata nada, the unstruck sound of the heart, fully enjoying the
subtle inner resonances of Coleridge’s poetic word.

analysis of kubla khan poem: S.T. Coleridge Sunil Kumar Sarker, 2001 Coleridge Was One
Of The Few Harbingers Of Romanticism In England, And The Enunciator Of Psychological Criticism.
One Will Certainly Miss English Romanticism Of About 150 Years, If He Does Not Interest Himself In
Coleridge. One Of The Most Loving And Suffering Souls Of English Literature, Coleridge Was Not
Only A Great Poet Of The Supernatural, But Also A Great Critic And Prosodist.In This Book, The
Objective Of The Author Has Been To Present Coleridge In His Essentials (As The Content Of The
Book May Show), Against The Back-Drop Of English Romanticism, In Plain Terms And Without Any
Presumptions. Seventeen Select Poems Of The Poet Have Been Discussed, To Some Extent
Threadbare, And The Texts Of Those Poems Have Been Given For Facility.

analysis of kubla khan poem: Coleridge the Visionary John Beer, 2007-01-01 First
published in 1959 by Chatto & Windus, this much-cited book throws light on the intellectual
organization of Coleridge's poetry and the imaginative qualities implicit in his philosophy. John
Beer's treatment of the visionary Coleridge is at the same.

analysis of kubla khan poem: Modernism and Close Reading David James, 2020 The book
offers new methodological and interpretive avenues for reconceptualising modernism's longstanding




relationship to close reading.

analysis of kubla khan poem: Coleridge and the Abyssinian Maid Geoffrey Yarlott, 2016-06-17
First published in 1967, this book seeks to show the causes which led to Coleridge’s breakdown in
1802 and to indicate how his views on poetry changed as a result of it. The approach is selective in
that it only focuses on one part of Coleridge’s life (roughly 1793-1810); however the author attempts
to relate a number of different areas of his activity and to trace his emotional and moral
development more closely than might be possible in a full-scale biography. The account of
Coleridge’s life ends in 1810, when his relationship with the two key figures in his life Asra and
Wordsworth had ruptured, as this reflected which of Coleridge’s Notebooks were available at the
time.

analysis of kubla khan poem: Coleridge's Submerged Politics Patrick J. Keane, 1994 Part 11
argues that imagery and plot developments in The Ancient Mariner reflect political events between
November 1797 and March 1798, the months when Coleridge was writing and revising his poem and
contributing anti-Pittite verses and essays to the widely read opposition newspaper the Morning
Post.

analysis of kubla khan poem: Psycho-analysis and Its Place in Life M. K. Bradby, 1920
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