
a visit from the goon squad review
**A Visit from the Goon Squad Review: Exploring Jennifer Egan’s Masterpiece**

a visit from the goon squad review often sparks a lively conversation among readers and critics
alike, and for good reason. Jennifer Egan’s Pulitzer Prize-winning novel has captured the
imagination of a wide audience with its unique narrative structure, compelling characters, and
poignant exploration of time, memory, and the human condition. In this review, we’ll delve into the
layers of this complex work, unpack its themes, and offer insights into why it continues to resonate
deeply in contemporary literature.

Understanding the Structure: A Mosaic of Time and
Perspectives

One of the most striking features of *A Visit from the Goon Squad* is its unconventional structure.
The novel is composed of thirteen interconnected chapters, each focusing on different characters
whose lives intersect in unexpected ways. These chapters span decades, from the 1970s to the near
future, creating a tapestry of stories that together form a cohesive whole.

Fragmented Narratives and Shifting Voices

Egan’s use of shifting perspectives invites readers into the intimate thoughts and experiences of a
diverse cast, from aging music producer Bennie Salazar to his assistant Sasha. This mosaic style
reflects the fragmentation of memory and time — themes central to the novel. Each chapter feels
like a standalone short story, yet the connections between characters and events gradually reveal a
larger narrative about change, loss, and redemption.

Innovative Formats: When Narrative Meets Experimentation

One of the standout chapters, “Great Rock and Roll Pauses,” is presented entirely as a PowerPoint
presentation, showcasing Egan’s willingness to push literary boundaries. This chapter not only offers
a refreshing break from traditional prose but also deepens the novel’s exploration of time and the
pauses we experience in our lives. This innovative approach has been praised for how it engages
readers in a new way, blending form and content seamlessly.

Themes Explored in A Visit from the Goon Squad

At its core, *A Visit from the Goon Squad* is a meditation on the passage of time and its effects on
people’s lives. Egan deftly explores themes that are universal and deeply human.



The Inevitability of Aging and Change

Through characters like Bennie and Sasha, the novel confronts the inevitability of aging, the loss of
youth, and the bittersweet reflections on what might have been. The “goon squad” itself is a
metaphor for time — an unstoppable force that catches up with everyone, often in unexpected ways.

The Complexities of Connection and Isolation

Despite the web of relationships woven throughout the book, many characters grapple with
loneliness and disconnection. Egan portrays how technology, fame, and personal choices can both
connect and isolate us. This duality is especially relevant in today’s digital age, making the novel’s
insights feel particularly timely.

Memory and Redemption

Memory plays a pivotal role in the novel, not just as a narrative device but as a theme. Characters
revisit their pasts, sometimes with clarity, other times with distortion. The novel suggests that
understanding and reconciling with one’s history is essential for personal growth and redemption.

Character Analysis: The Heartbeat of the Novel

A visit from the goon squad review wouldn’t be complete without discussing the richly developed
characters who bring the story to life.

Bennie Salazar: The Aging Music Producer

Bennie is perhaps the most central figure in the novel. His career in the music industry offers a lens
through which the novel examines cultural shifts over several decades. Bennie’s struggles with
regret and his attempts at personal reinvention are relatable and deeply human, making him a
compelling protagonist.

Sasha: The Ambitious Assistant

Sasha’s story provides a counterpoint to Bennie’s, highlighting themes of aspiration, identity, and
the quest for meaning in a fast-changing world. Her journey from a young woman trying to find her
place to someone confronting her past mistakes adds emotional depth to the narrative.



Supporting Characters and Their Interwoven Stories

From Bennie’s sister Rhea to Lou, a charismatic but troubled musician, each character adds a
unique perspective and enriches the novel’s exploration of time and relationships. Their
interconnectedness demonstrates how individual lives ripple through others’ experiences.

Why A Visit from the Goon Squad Remains Relevant

Even years after its publication, *A Visit from the Goon Squad* continues to hold a special place in
modern literature. Its themes resonate with readers navigating an era defined by rapid technological
advancement and social change.

Reflection of Modern Life and Technology

Egan’s novel anticipates many of the anxieties and realities of the 21st century, such as the impact
of digital media on identity and memory. The inclusion of social media and other contemporary
elements grounds the story in a recognizable reality, making its reflections on time and change even
more impactful.

Literary Innovation and Accessibility

While experimental in form, the novel remains accessible and engaging. This balance has
contributed to its critical acclaim and popularity among a wide range of readers. For those who
appreciate literary fiction that challenges conventions without alienating its audience, *A Visit from
the Goon Squad* is a perfect example.

Tips for Reading and Appreciating A Visit from the
Goon Squad

If you’re diving into this novel for the first time, here are some pointers to enhance your experience:

Embrace the Fragmented Structure: Don’t worry about following a traditional linear plot.
Each chapter offers a different perspective; enjoy the puzzle as it unfolds.

Pay Attention to Recurring Characters: Noticing how characters evolve across chapters
enriches your understanding of the overarching themes.

Reflect on the Role of Time: Consider how Egan uses time not just as a backdrop but as an
active force shaping the narrative.



Appreciate the Experimental Elements: The PowerPoint chapter and shifts in narrative
style are intentional devices that deepen the story’s meaning.

Engage with the Themes Personally: Think about your own experiences with memory,
change, and connection as you read.

Final Thoughts on A Visit from the Goon Squad Review

Reading *A Visit from the Goon Squad* is a rich and rewarding experience. Jennifer Egan doesn’t
just tell a story; she invites readers to reflect on the fragility and complexity of life itself. The novel’s
blend of innovation, emotional depth, and cultural commentary makes it a standout work in
contemporary fiction. Whether you’re drawn to its exploration of time, its fascinating character
portraits, or its inventive storytelling techniques, this book offers a profound literary journey that
stays with you long after the final page.

For anyone interested in a novel that both challenges and moves you, *A Visit from the Goon Squad*
is a remarkable choice — one that continues to inspire thoughtful discussion and admiration in the
literary world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the overall theme of 'A Visit from the Goon Squad'
reviewed?
The overall theme of 'A Visit from the Goon Squad' revolves around time, aging, and the
interconnectedness of people's lives, exploring how past actions influence the present and future.

How does the narrative structure of 'A Visit from the Goon
Squad' impact its review?
The novel's fragmented, non-linear structure is praised in reviews for effectively conveying the
passage of time and providing multiple perspectives that deepen the reader's understanding of the
characters.

What are some standout elements highlighted in reviews of 'A
Visit from the Goon Squad'?
Reviews often highlight Jennifer Egan's innovative storytelling, complex characters, and the book's
exploration of music and technology as standout elements that make the novel compelling.



Is 'A Visit from the Goon Squad' considered a difficult read
according to reviews?
Some reviews note that the book's shifting timelines and varied narrative styles can be challenging
but ultimately rewarding for readers who engage deeply with the text.

How has 'A Visit from the Goon Squad' been received
critically?
Critically, the novel has been widely acclaimed, winning the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction and praised for
its originality, emotional depth, and cultural relevance.

Does the review mention the significance of the title 'A Visit
from the Goon Squad'?
Yes, reviews often interpret the 'Goon Squad' as a metaphor for time or inevitable forces that disrupt
and shape the characters' lives throughout the novel.

What is the emotional impact of 'A Visit from the Goon Squad'
according to readers' reviews?
Readers frequently mention the novel's poignant and bittersweet emotional impact, as it delves into
themes of regret, hope, and the complexity of human relationships over time.

Additional Resources
A Visit from the Goon Squad Review: An In-Depth Exploration of Jennifer Egan’s Masterpiece

a visit from the goon squad review inevitably draws attention to Jennifer Egan’s innovative
narrative structure and her profound exploration of time, memory, and human connection. Since its
publication in 2010, this Pulitzer Prize-winning novel has captivated readers and critics alike for its
experimental storytelling and poignant character studies. This review aims to dissect the various
elements that make "A Visit from the Goon Squad" a standout work in contemporary literature, while
also examining the book’s thematic depth, narrative techniques, and overall impact.

Unpacking the Narrative Structure

One of the most distinctive features highlighted in any a visit from the goon squad review is the
novel’s non-linear, mosaic-like structure. Rather than following a traditional plotline, Egan employs a
series of interconnected stories that span multiple decades and perspectives. This fragmented
approach reflects the novel’s central motif: the passage of time and its effects on individuals.

The book is composed of thirteen chapters, each focusing on different characters who are linked
through their relationships with Bennie Salazar, a music producer, and his assistant, Sasha. This
method allows for a panoramic view of their lives, revealing how past decisions reverberate through



time. The narrative jumps from the 1970s to the early 2000s, and even into speculative future
scenarios, challenging readers to piece together the chronology and thematic connections.

Innovative Storytelling Techniques

Egan’s use of multiple narrative voices and formats is a significant talking point in any a visit from
the goon squad review. For instance, one chapter is written entirely as a PowerPoint presentation,
breaking conventional literary norms and highlighting the novel’s experimental nature. This
inventive approach not only underscores the evolving ways people communicate but also emphasizes
the fragmented, often disjointed experience of memory and identity.

Moreover, the novel deftly blends first-person and third-person perspectives, offering intimate
glimpses into the characters’ inner lives alongside broader societal observations. This technique
enriches the narrative by providing varied emotional tones and depths, allowing readers to engage
with the characters on multiple levels.

Thematic Exploration and Character Development

At its core, "A Visit from the Goon Squad" is a meditation on aging, loss, and redemption. The “goon
squad” itself serves as a metaphor for time — an unstoppable force that disrupts lives and alters
destinies. Each story portrays characters grappling with their pasts, present regrets, and uncertain
futures, making the novel a profound investigation of human resilience and vulnerability.

Time as an Unforgiving Force

Time’s relentless passage is central to the novel’s thematic fabric. Bennie, once a vibrant rock band
member turned music producer, embodies the bittersweet nature of aging and change. Through his
story and those of others connected to him, Egan captures the erosion of youth and the haunting
persistence of memory. The novel’s title itself hints at the inevitability and sometimes harsh
intrusions of time, likening it to a “goon squad” that barges in uninvited.

Interconnected Lives

The characters’ interwoven stories illustrate how personal histories intersect and influence one
another. This interconnectedness reflects broader social dynamics, particularly in the music
industry, where ambition, creativity, and exploitation often collide. The relationships portrayed are
complex and multilayered, ranging from familial bonds to professional alliances, all shaped
significantly by the relentless forward march of time.



Comparisons and Literary Significance

When examining a visit from the goon squad review in the context of contemporary literature,
comparisons to other postmodern works are inevitable. Egan’s novel shares affinities with David
Mitchell’s "Cloud Atlas" in its multi-layered narrative and time-shifting perspectives, as well as
Jennifer Egan’s own reputation for pushing genre boundaries.

However, "A Visit from the Goon Squad" distinguishes itself through its focus on the music industry
and its uniquely empathetic portrayal of flawed, relatable characters. It combines the fragmented
storytelling of postmodernism with a deep emotional core, making it accessible yet intellectually
stimulating.

Strengths and Weaknesses

Strengths: The novel’s inventive structure, rich character development, and thematic depth
are widely praised. Egan’s prose is sharp and evocative, capturing the nuances of human
experience with precision.

Weaknesses: Some readers may find the non-linear narrative challenging, and the shift in
styles between chapters can disrupt the reading flow. Additionally, the experimental chapter
formats might not appeal to those who prefer conventional storytelling.

Impact and Reception

Since its release, "A Visit from the Goon Squad" has been celebrated for its originality and emotional
resonance. Winning the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction in 2011 further cemented its status as a significant
literary achievement. The novel has influenced a generation of writers, encouraging experimentation
with form and narrative voice.

Critics have lauded Egan’s ability to capture the zeitgeist of shifting cultural landscapes, particularly
through her portrayal of technology’s impact on memory and identity. The book’s relevance
continues in today’s fast-paced digital age, where the fragmentation of experience and
communication is increasingly prevalent.

The novel’s adaptability has also been discussed, with some commentators considering its potential
for stage or screen adaptation due to its episodic nature and vivid character portraits.

A visit from the goon squad review consistently highlights Jennifer Egan’s skill in crafting a work
that is both intellectually challenging and emotionally engaging. Its blend of innovation and
accessibility makes it a compelling read for those interested in contemporary fiction that pushes
boundaries while exploring universal themes.

As readers navigate the intertwined lives of Bennie, Sasha, and their acquaintances, they encounter



a nuanced portrayal of time’s power to shape, wound, and occasionally heal. Egan’s novel invites
reflection on how we relate to our past and to one another, making it a lasting contribution to
literary explorations of human experience.

A Visit From The Goon Squad Review

  a visit from the goon squad review: A Visit from the Goon Squad Jennifer Egan, 2011-03-22
NATIONAL BESTSELLER • NATIONAL BOOK CRITICS CIRCLE WINNER • With music pulsing on
every page, this startling, exhilarating novel of self-destruction and redemption “features characters
about whom you come to care deeply as you watch them doing things they shouldn't, acting
gloriously, infuriatingly human” (The Chicago Tribune). One of the New York Times’s 100 Best Books
of the 21st Century • One of The Atlantic’s Great American Novels of the Past 100 Years Bennie is
an aging former punk rocker and record executive. Sasha is the passionate, troubled young woman
he employs. Here Jennifer Egan brilliantly reveals their pasts, along with the inner lives of a host of
other characters whose paths intersect with theirs. “Pitch perfect.... Darkly, rippingly funny.... Egan
possesses a satirist’s eye and a romance novelist’s heart.” —The New York Times Book Review
  a visit from the goon squad review: The Digital Banal Zara Dinnen, 2018-01-02
Contemporary culture is haunted by its media. Yet in their ubiquity, digital media have become
increasingly banal, making it harder for us to register their novelty or the scope of the social
changes they have wrought. What do we learn about our media environment when we look closely at
the ways novelists and filmmakers narrate and depict banal use of everyday technologies? How do
we encounter our own media use in scenes of waiting for e-mail, watching eBay bids, programming
as work, and worrying about numbers of social media likes, friends, and followers? Zara Dinnen
analyzes a range of prominent contemporary novels, films, and artworks to contend that we live in
the condition of the “digital banal,” not noticing the affective and political novelty of our relationship
to digital media. Authors like Jennifer Egan, Dave Eggers, Sheila Heti, Jonathan Lethem, Gary
Shteyngart, Colson Whitehead, Mark Amerika, Ellen Ullman, and Danica Novgorodoff and films such
as The Social Network and Catfish critique and reveal the ways in which digital labor isolates the
individual; how the work of programming has become an operation of power; and the continuation of
the “Californian ideology,” which has folded the radical into the rote and the imaginary into the
mundane. The works of these writers and artists, Dinnen argues, also offer ways of resisting the
more troubling aspects of the effects of new technologies, as well as timely methods for seeing the
digital banal as a politics of suppression. Bridging the gap between literary studies and media
studies, The Digital Banal recovers the shrouded disturbances that can help us recognize and
antagonize our media environment.
  a visit from the goon squad review: A Visit from the Goon Squad Reread Ivan Kreilkamp,
2021-02-02 Jennifer Egan described her Pulitzer Prize–winning novel A Visit from the Goon Squad as
a combination of Proust and The Sopranos. In rereading the book, Ivan Kreilkamp takes Egan up on
her comparison, showing how it blends a concern with the status of the novel in the twenty-first
century with an elegiac meditation on how we experience the passage of time. Kreilkamp, a former
music critic, examines how Egan’s characters turn to rock and especially punk in search of
community and meaning. He considers what the novel’s portrayal of music says about the role of art
in contemporary culture as digitization makes older technologies obsolete. Combining personal and
critical reflection, he reveals how A Visit from the Goon Squad articulates and responds to the sense
of loss many feel as cherished physical objects are replaced with immaterial data. For Kreilkamp,
Egan’s novel compellingly combines the psychological realism of the nineteenth-century novel with
more recent and transient forms such as the celebrity magazine profile or a PowerPoint presentation
to provide a self-reflective diagnosis of the decay and endurance of literature. Arranged like Egan’s
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novel into A and B sides, this book highlights not only how A Visit from the Goon Squad speaks to
our mass-media and digital present but also its page-turning pleasure.
  a visit from the goon squad review: Whitaker's Shorts: Five Years in Review Bloomsbury
Publishing, 2013-11-07 Now in its 146th edition Whitaker's Almanack is the definitive reference
guide containing a comprehensive overview of every aspect of UK infrastructure and an excellent
introduction to world politics. Available only as ebooks, Whitaker's Shorts are selected themed
sections from Whitaker's Almanack: portable and perfect for those with specific interests within the
print edition. Whitaker's Shorts: Five Years in Review includes a digest of the year's events from
2008-9 to 2012-13 in the UK and abroad and articles covering subjects as diverse as Archaeology,
Conservation, Business and Finance, Opera, Dance, Film and Weather. There is also an A-Z listing of
all the results for the major sporting events from Alpine Skiing through to Fencing, Football, Horse
Racing, Polo and Tennis.
  a visit from the goon squad review: The Literature of Reconstruction Wolfgang Funk,
2017-03-23 Winner of the 2016 ESSE Junior Scholar Book Award in Literatures in the English
Language The Literature of Reconstruction argues for the term and concept of 'postmillennial
reconstruction' to fill the gap left by the decline of postmodernism and deconstruction as useful
cultural and literary categories. Wolfgang Funk shows how this notion emerges from the theoretical
and philosophical development that led to the demise of postmodernism by relating it to the idea of
'authenticity': immediate experience that eludes direct representation. In addition, he provides a
clear formal framework with which to identify and classify the features of 'reconstructive literature'
by updating the narratological category of 'metafiction', originally established in the 1980s. Based
on Werner Wolf's observation of a 'metareferential turn' in contemporary arts and media, he
illustrates how the specific use of metareference results in a renegotiation of the specific patterns of
literary communication and claims that this renegotiation can be profitably described with the
concept of 'reconstruction'. To substantiate this claim, in the second half of the book Funk discusses
narrative texts that illustrate this transition from postmodern deconstruction to postmillennial
reconstruction. The analyses take in distinguished and prize-winning writers such as Dave Eggers,
Julian Barnes, Jennifer Egan and Jasper Fforde. The broad scope of authors, featuring writers from
the US as well as the UK, underlines the fact that the reconstructive tendencies and strategies Funk
diagnoses are of universal significance for the intellectual and cultural self-image of the global
North.
  a visit from the goon squad review: The Poetics of Genre in the Contemporary Novel Tim
Lanzendörfer, 2015-11-19 The Poetics of Genre in the Contemporary Novel investigates the role of
genre in the contemporary novel: taking its departure from the observation that numerous
contemporary novelists make use of popular genre influences in what are still widely considered to
be literary novels, it sketches the uses, the work, and the value of genre. It suggests the value of a
critical look at texts’ genre use for an analysis of the contemporary moment. From this, it develops a
broader perspective, suggesting the value of genre criticism and taking into view traditional genres
such as the bildungsroman and the metafictional novel as well as the kinds of amalgamated forms
which have recently come to prominence. In essays discussing a wide range of authors from Steven
Hall to Bret Easton Ellis to Colson Whitehead, the contributors to the volume develop their own
readings of genre’s work and valence in the contemporary novel.
  a visit from the goon squad review: The Routledge Companion to Twenty-First Century
Literary Fiction Daniel O'Gorman, Robert Eaglestone, 2019-01-15 The study of contemporary fiction
is a fascinating yet challenging one. Contemporary fiction has immediate relevance to popular
culture, the news, scholarly organizations, and education – where it is found on the syllabus in
schools and universities – but it also offers challenges. What is ‘contemporary’? How do we track
cultural shifts and changes? The Routledge Companion to Twenty-First Century Literary Fiction
takes on this challenge, mapping key literary trends from the year 2000 onwards, as the landscape
of our century continues to take shape around us. A significant and central intervention into
contemporary literature, this Companion offers essential coverage of writers who have risen to



prominence since then, such as Hari Kunzru, Jennifer Egan, David Mitchell, Jonathan Lethem, Ali
Smith, A. L. Kennedy, Hilary Mantel, Marilynne Robinson, and Colson Whitehead. Thirty-eight
essays by leading and emerging international scholars cover topics such as: • Identity, including
race, sexuality, class, and religion in the twenty-first century; • The impact of technology, terrorism,
activism, and the global economy on the modern world and modern literature; • The form and
format of twenty-first century literary fiction, including analysis of established genres such as the
pastoral, graphic novels, and comedic writing, and how these have been adapted in recent years.
Accessible to experts, students, and general readers, The Routledge Companion to Twenty-First
Century Literary Fiction provides a map of the critical issues central to the discipline, as well as
uncovering new perspectives and new directions for the development of the field. It is essential
reading for anyone interested in the past, present, and future of contemporary literature.
  a visit from the goon squad review: The Bloomsbury Introduction to Postmodern Realist
Fiction T.V. Reed, 2021-03-25 Postmodern realist fiction uses realism-disrupting literary techniques
to make interventions into the real social conditions of our time. It seeks to capture the complex,
fragmented nature of contemporary experience while addressing crucial issues like income
inequality, immigration, the climate crisis, terrorism, ever-changing technologies, shifting racial, sex
and gender roles, and the rise of new forms of authoritarianism. A lucid, comprehensive introduction
to the genre as well as to a wide variety of voices, this book discusses more than forty writers from a
diverse range of backgrounds, and over several decades, with special attention to 21st-century
novels. Writers covered include: Kathy Acker, Chimamanda Ngozi Adiche, Julia Alvarez, Sherman
Alexie, Gloria Anzaldua, Margaret Atwood, Toni Cade Bambara, A.S. Byatt, Octavia Butler, Angela
Carter, Ana Castillo, Don DeLillo, Junot Diaz, Jennifer Egan, Awaeki Emezi, Mohsin Hamid, Jessica
Hagedorn, Maxine Hong Kingston, Ursula K. Le Guin, Daisy Johnson, Bharati Mukherjee, Toni
Morrison, Vladimir Nabokov, Tommy Orange, Ruth Ozeki, Ishmael Reed, Eden Robinson, Salman
Rushdie, Jean Rhys, Leslie Marmon Silko, Art Spiegelman, Kurt Vonnegut, and Jeannette Winterson,
among others.
  a visit from the goon squad review: The Tribe of Pyn David Cowart, 2015-12-02 A study of
generational inheritance, engagement, and cross-fertilization in the landscape of literary
postmodernism
  a visit from the goon squad review: The Literary Review , 2012
  a visit from the goon squad review: Contemporary Novelists and the Aesthetics of
Twenty-First Century American Life Alexandra Kingston-Reese, 2020-01-01 Contemporary
Novelists and the Aesthetics of Twenty-First Century American Life gives us a new way to view
contemporary art novels, asking the key question: How do contemporary writers imagine aesthetic
experience? Examining the works of some of the most popular names in contemporary fiction and art
criticism, including Zadie Smith, Teju Cole, Siri Hustvedt, Ben Lerner, Rachel Kushner, and others,
Alexandra Kingston-Reese finds that contemporary art novels are seeking to reconcile the negative
feelings of contemporary life through a concerted critical realignment in understanding artistic
sensibility, literary form, and the function of the aesthetic. Kingston-Reese reveals how
contemporary writers refract and problematize aesthetic experience, illuminating an uneasiness
with failure: firstly, about the failure of aesthetic experiences to solve and save; and secondly, the
literary inability to articulate the emotional dissonance caused by aesthetic experiences now.
  a visit from the goon squad review: Multimodal Stylistics of the Novel Nina Nørgaard,
2018-10-08 This book advocates for a new analytical framework that extends our understanding of
multimodal meaning-making in the novel. Integrating theoretical traditions from stylistics and the
influential social semiotic approach to multimodal communication developed by Kress and van
Leeuwen, Nørgaard applies this method of analysis in order to build on existing stylistic practices
that look at linguistic features in the novel to encompass other semiotic resources found in the form,
such as typography, layout, images, paper and book-cover design. The volume grounds the
discussion with supporting examples from novels that feature experimentation with multiple
semiotic resources as well as more traditional novels, furthering the argument that all novels are



inherently multimodal. Offering new insights and tools for unpacking multimodal meaning-making in
this critical literary genre, this volume is an indispensable resource for graduate students and
researchers in multimodality, stylistics and literary studies.
  a visit from the goon squad review: The Aesthetics of Authenticity Wolfgang Funk, Florian
Groß, Irmtraud Huber, 2014-03-15 As a concept that increasingly gains importance in contemporary
cultural discourse, authenticity emerges as a site of tearing tensions between the fictional and the
real, original and fake, margin and centre, the same and the other. The essays collected in this
volume explore this paradoxical nature of authenticity in the context of various media. They give
ample proof of the fact that authenticity, which depends on giving the impression of being inherent
or natural, found not created, frequently turns out to be the result of a careful aesthetic construction
that depends on the use of identifiable techniques with the aim of achieving certain effects for
certain reasons.
  a visit from the goon squad review: Textual and Contextual Voices of Translation Cecilia
Alvstad, Annjo K. Greenall, Hanne Jansen, Kristiina Taivalkoski-Shilov, 2017-10-15 The notion of
voice has been used in a number of ways within Translation Studies. Against the backdrop of these
different uses, this book looks at the voices of translators, authors, publishers, editors and readers
both in the translations themselves and in the texts that surround these translations. The various
authors go on a hunt for translational agents’ voice imprints in a variety of textual and contextual
material, such as literary and non-literary translations, book reviews, newspaper articles, academic
texts and e-mails. While all stick to the principle of studying text and context together, the different
contributions also demonstrate how specific textual and contextual circumstances require adapted
methodological solutions, ending up in a collection that takes steps in a joint direction but that is at
the same time complex and pluralistic. The book is intended for scholars and students of Translation
Studies, Comparative Literature, and other disciplines within Language and Literature.
  a visit from the goon squad review: The Readers' Advisory Guide to Genre Fiction, Third
Edition Neal Wyatt, Joyce G. Saricks, 2019-07-03 Everyone’s favorite guide to fiction that’s thrilling,
mysterious, suspenseful, thought-provoking, romantic, and just plain fun is back—and better than
ever in this completely revamped and revised edition. A must for every readers’ advisory desk, this
resource is also a useful tool for collection development librarians and students in LIS programs.
Inside, RA experts Wyatt and Saricks cover genres such as Psychological Suspense, Horror, Science
Fiction, Fantasy, Romance, Mystery, Literary and Historical Fiction, and introduce the concepts of
Adrenaline and Relationship Fiction; include everything advisors need to get up to speed on a genre,
including its appeal characteristics, key authors, sure bets, and trends; demonstrate how genres
overlap and connect, plus suggestions for guiding readers among genres; and tie genre fiction to the
whole collection, including nonfiction, audiobooks, graphic novels, film and TV, poetry, and games.
Both insightful and comprehensive, this matchless guidebook will help librarians become familiar
with many different fiction genres, especially those they do not regularly read, and aid library staff
in connecting readers to books they’re sure to love.
  a visit from the goon squad review: The Art of Identification Rex Ferguson, Melissa M.
Littlefield, James Purdon, 2021-08-13 Since the mid-nineteenth century, there has been a notable
acceleration in the development of the techniques used to confirm identity. From fingerprints to
photographs to DNA, we have been rapidly amassing novel means of identification, even as personal,
individual identity remains a complex chimera. The Art of Identification examines how such
processes are entangled within a wider sphere of cultural identity formation. Against the backdrop
of an unstable modernity and the rapid rise and expansion of identificatory techniques, this volume
makes the case that identity and identification are mutually imbricated and that our best
understanding of both concepts and technologies comes through the interdisciplinary analysis of
science, bureaucratic infrastructures, and cultural artifacts. With contributions from literary critics,
cultural historians, scholars of film and new media, a forensic anthropologist, and a human
bioarcheologist, this book reflects upon the relationship between the bureaucratic, scientific, and
technologically determined techniques of identification and the cultural contexts of art, literature,



and screen media. In doing so, it opens the interpretive possibilities surrounding identification and
pushes us to think about it as existing within a range of cultural influences that complicate the
precise formulation, meaning, and reception of the concept. In addition to the editors, the
contributors to this volume include Dorothy Butchard, Patricia E. Chu, Jonathan Finn, Rebecca
Gowland, Liv Hausken, Matt Houlbrook, Rob Lederer, Andrew Mangham, Victoria Stewart, and Tim
Thompson.
  a visit from the goon squad review: The City Since 9/11 Keith Wilhite, 2016-03-04 Charting
the intersection of aesthetic representation and the material conditions of urban space, The City
Since 9/11 posits that the contemporary metropolis provides a significant context for reassessing
theoretical concerns related to narrative, identity, home, and personal precarity. In the years since
the September 11 attacks, writers and filmmakers have explored urban spaces as contested
sites—shaped by the prevailing discourses of neoliberalism, homeland security, and the war on
terror, but also haunted by an absence in the landscape that registers loss and prefigures future
menace. In works of literature, film, and television, the city emerges as a paradoxical space of
permanence and vulnerability and a convergence point for anxieties about globalization, structural
inequality, and apocalyptic violence. Building on previous scholarship addressing trauma and the
spectacle of terror, the contributors also draw upon works of philosophy, urban studies, and
postmodern geography to theorize how literary and visual representations expose the persistent
conflicts that arise as cities rebuild in the shadow of past ruins. Their essays advance new lines of
argument that clarify art’s role in contemporary debates about spatial practices, gentrification,
cosmopolitanism, memory and history, nostalgia, the uncanny and the abject, postmodern virtuality,
the politics of realism, and the economic and social life of cities. The book offers fresh readings of
familiar post-9/11 novels, such as Jonathan Safran Foer’s Extremely Loud & Incredibly Close, but it
also considers works by Teju Cole, Joseph O’Neill, Silver Krieger, Colum McCann, Ronald Sukenick,
Jonathan Lethem, Thomas Pynchon, Colson Whitehead, Paul Auster, William Gibson, Amitav Ghosh,
and Katherine Boo. In addition, The City Since 9/11 includes essays on the films Children of Men,
Hugo, and the adaptation of Extremely Loud & Incredibly Close, chapters on the television series
The Bridge, The Killing, and The Wire, and an analysis of Michael Arad’s Reflecting Absence and the
9/11 Memorial.
  a visit from the goon squad review: American Lit Remixed Melissa J. Strong, 2021-04-30
American Lit Remixed identifies a new sound in literature emerging after the digital revolution. It
reads works by Jennifer Egan, Sherman Alexie, and others through the lenses of remix theory -- the
term Eduardo Navas coined to describe the remix as a form of artistic and cultural discourse -- and
the music industry’s preoccupations with nostalgia and authenticity, arguing that digital-age fiction,
poetry, and drama remix the music and technology of the past to offer new modes of connecting to
self, others, and place. Musical features such as references to popular songs, structural similarities
to music recordings, and thematic treatment of the riffing and borrowing endemic within popular
music lend a retro sound, feel, and structure to contemporary American texts, even when they refer
to life in the digital era. Through engaging with the musical past, literature resists nostalgia and
remixes the twenty-first century’s dystopian, disconnected ethos to find possibility and hope for the
future. Critics often focus on technology’s negative impact on the music industry, but American Lit
Remixed emphasizes music as a source of creative potential in twenty-first-century literature,
including new ways of storytelling and relating.
  a visit from the goon squad review: Litpop: Writing and Popular Music Rachel Carroll, Adam
Hansen, 2016-05-13 Bringing together exciting new interdisciplinary work from emerging and
established scholars in the UK and beyond, Litpop addresses the question: how has writing past and
present been influenced by popular music, and vice versa? Contributions explore how various forms
of writing have had a crucial role to play in making popular music what it is, and how popular music
informs ’literary’ writing in diverse ways. The collection features musicologists, literary critics,
experts in cultural studies, and creative writers, organised in three themed sections. ’Making Litpop’
explores how hybrids of writing and popular music have been created by musicians and authors.



’Thinking Litpop’ considers what critical or intellectual frameworks help us to understand these
hybrid cultural forms. Finally, ’Consuming Litpop’ examines how writers deal with music’s influence,
how musicians engage with literary texts, and how audiences of music and writing understand their
own role in making ’Litpop’ happen. Discussing a range of genres and periods of writing and popular
music, this unique collection identifies, theorizes, and problematises connections between different
forms of expression, making a vital contribution to popular musicology, and literary and cultural
studies.
  a visit from the goon squad review: Neoliberalism and Contemporary Literary Culture
Mitchum Huehls, Rachel Greenwald Smith, 2017-09-19 How has the pervasive spread of free market
thinking affected contemporary literature? Neoliberalism has been a buzzword in literary studies for
well over a decade, but its meaning remains ambiguous and its salience contentious. In
Neoliberalism and Contemporary Literary Culture, Mitchum Huehls and Rachel Greenwald Smith
offer a wide-ranging exploration of contemporary literature through the lens of neoliberalism’s
economic, social, and cultural ascendance. Bringing together accessible and provocative essays from
top literary scholars, this innovative collection examines neoliberalism’s influence on literary theory
and methodology, literary form, literary representation, and literary institutions. A four-phase
approach to the historical emergence of neoliberalism from the early 1970s to the present helps to
clarify the complexity of the relationship between neoliberalism and literary culture. Layering that
history over the diverse changes in a US-Anglo literary field that has moved away from postmodern
forms and sensibilities, the book argues that many literary developments—including the return to
realism, the rise of the memoir, the embrace of New Materialist theory, and the pursuit of aesthetic
autonomy—make more coherent sense when viewed in light of neoliberalism’s ever-increasing
expansion into the cultural sphere. The essays gathered here engage a diverse range of theorists,
including Michel Foucault, Wendy Brown, Giorgio Agamben, Bruno Latour, Maurice Merleau-Ponty,
Gary Becker, and Eve Sedgwick to address the reciprocal relationship between neoliberalism and
conceptual fields such as biopolitics, affect, phenomenology, ecology, and new materialist ontology.
These theoretical perspectives are complemented by innovative readings of contemporary works of
literature by writers such as Jennifer Egan, Ben Lerner, Gillian Flynn, Teju Cole, Jonathan Franzen,
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, Salvador Plascencia, E. L. James, Lisa Robertson, Kenneth Goldsmith,
and many others. Neoliberalism and Contemporary Literary Culture is essential reading for anyone
invested in the ever-changing state of literary culture.
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