a personal matter kenzaburo oe

A Personal Matter Kenzaburo Oe: Exploring the Depths of a Literary Masterpiece

a personal matter kenzaburo oe is a phrase that immediately evokes thoughts of profound
introspection, complex human emotions, and the powerful narrative style of one of Japan’s most
celebrated authors. Kenzaburo Oe, a Nobel Prize-winning writer, crafted this novel in 1964, marking
a significant moment in post-war Japanese literature. The story delves into the intricate struggles of
a young man confronting his father’s mysterious illness, a situation rife with ambiguity and moral
complexity. This article explores the thematic richness, narrative techniques, and lasting impact of
*A Personal Matter*, while shedding light on how it reflects Oe’s personal experiences and broader
societal issues.

The Context Behind a Personal Matter Kenzaburo Oe

To truly appreciate *A Personal Matter*, it’s essential to understand the context in which Kenzaburo
Oe wrote the novel. The 1960s were a turbulent period in Japan, marked by rapid modernization,
political unrest, and a search for identity amid post-war reconstruction. Oe’s own life was deeply
affected by personal challenges, including the birth of his disabled son, which profoundly influenced
his literary themes.

Kenzaburo Oe’s Personal Influence on the Novel

Oe’s experience as a father to a son with a brain hernia played a significant role in shaping *A
Personal Matter*. The protagonist, Bird, grapples with feelings of responsibility, fear, and denial
when faced with his father’s sudden illness. This mirrors Oe’s own confrontation with disability and
the ethical dilemmas it posed. The novel’s raw emotional depth and candid exploration of personal
turmoil resonate with readers precisely because they stem from Oe's lived reality.

The Title’s Significance

The phrase “a personal matter” itself carries a layer of meaning that goes beyond the immediate
plot. It highlights the isolation and internal conflict experienced by Bird, as well as the broader
human experience of dealing with intimate crises that feel too complex to share openly. This theme
of secrecy and personal struggle echoes throughout the novel and invites readers to reflect on their
own “personal matters.”

Themes Explored in a Personal Matter Kenzaburo Oe

One of the reasons *A Personal Matter* remains relevant decades after its publication is its
exploration of universal themes that transcend cultural boundaries.



The Conflict Between Responsibility and Escape

Bird is torn between accepting his responsibilities toward his ailing father and his desire to escape
the painful reality. This internal conflict is a central theme in the novel, portraying the human
tendency to avoid difficult situations and the eventual need to confront them. Oe’s narrative invites
readers to empathize with this hesitation, making Bird a relatable and deeply human character.

Identity and Maturity

The novel is also a coming-of-age story. Bird’s journey toward maturity involves recognizing the
complexities of adult life, including the acceptance of imperfection and suffering. The novel portrays
maturity not as a sudden enlightenment but as an ongoing process filled with doubt and struggle.

The Role of Silence and Communication

Communication—or the lack thereof—is another significant theme. Bird’s inability to openly discuss
his fears and emotions with those around him reflects the cultural and personal barriers that often
hinder genuine connection. Oe uses this silence to highlight the loneliness that accompanies
personal crises.

Narrative Style and Literary Techniques in a Personal
Matter Kenzaburo Oe

Kenzaburo Oe’s writing style in *A Personal Matter* is notable for its blend of realism and
psychological depth.

The Use of Stream of Consciousness

Oe employs a stream of consciousness technique to immerse readers in Bird’s mind. This allows an
intimate look at his fluctuating thoughts and emotions, making the narrative feel immediate and
visceral. Readers gain access to the protagonist’s internal chaos, which enhances the emotional
impact of the story.

Symbolism and Imagery

Throughout the novel, Oe uses symbolic imagery to underscore Bird’s inner turmoil. For example,
the recurring motif of birds—free yet vulnerable—mirrors Bird’'s own feelings of entrapment and
longing for escape. Such symbolism enriches the text and invites multiple interpretations.



Minimalist but Powerful Prose

Oe’s prose is often described as minimalist, yet it carries a powerful emotional charge. The
straightforward language contrasts with the complex psychological landscape, creating a tension
that keeps readers engaged. This style reflects the stark realities of the characters’ lives and the
rawness of their experiences.

The Impact and Legacy of a Personal Matter Kenzaburo
Oe

Since its publication, *A Personal Matter* has left a lasting mark on both Japanese and global
literature.

Influence on Japanese Literature

The novel helped usher in a new wave of post-war Japanese literature that dealt frankly with
personal and societal issues. Oe’s willingness to explore taboo topics such as disability, shame, and
moral ambiguity paved the way for future writers to tackle similar themes with honesty.

Global Reception and Translations

*A Personal Matter* has been translated into multiple languages, gaining international acclaim for
its universal themes and emotional depth. Readers around the world have found in Bird’s story a
reflection of their own struggles with personal responsibility and identity.

Relevance in Contemporary Discussions

Today, *A Personal Matter* remains relevant in discussions about mental health, caregiving, and the
challenges faced by families dealing with disability. Oe’s candid portrayal of these issues helps foster
empathy and understanding, making the novel a valuable resource for both literary enthusiasts and
those seeking insight into human resilience.

Why Readers Should Engage with a Personal Matter
Kenzaburo Oe

For anyone interested in literature that probes the depths of human emotion and ethical dilemmas,
*A Personal Matter* offers a compelling journey.



¢ Emotional Authenticity: The novel’s honest portrayal of fear, guilt, and love resonates
deeply with readers.

e Cultural Insight: It provides a window into Japanese society during a transformative era,
enriching readers’ cultural understanding.

e Philosophical Reflection: The questions raised about responsibility, identity, and maturity
encourage thoughtful reflection.

e Literary Craftsmanship: Oe’s masterful narrative style and symbolism make it a rewarding
read for lovers of literary fiction.

Whether you are a student of literature, a fan of psychological novels, or simply someone interested
in human stories, *A Personal Matter* by Kenzaburo Oe offers a profound and unforgettable
experience.

In the end, the novel’s exploration of a personal matter Kenzaburo Oe so poignantly presents
reminds us that confronting life’s difficult truths is a universal challenge—one that shapes us and
ultimately defines our humanity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'A Personal Matter' by Kenzaburo Oe about?

'A Personal Matter' is a novel by Kenzaburo Oe that explores the emotional and moral struggles of a
young father, Bird, who faces a personal crisis after the birth of his brain-damaged son.

When was 'A Personal Matter' published?
'A Personal Matter' was first published in 1964.

What are the main themes in 'A Personal Matter'?

The main themes include personal responsibility, fatherhood, identity, escape, and the confrontation
with physical and emotional challenges.

How does Kenzaburo Oe’s own life influence 'A Personal
Matter'?

Kenzaburo Oe's experiences as a father to a disabled child deeply influenced the novel, reflecting his
own emotional struggles and acceptance.

What is the significance of the protagonist's nickname 'Bird'



in 'A Personal Matter'?

The nickname 'Bird' symbolizes the protagonist's desire for freedom and escape from his
responsibilities and struggles.

How is 'A Personal Matter' received critically?

‘A Personal Matter' is considered one of Oe's most important works and is praised for its raw
emotional honesty and exploration of difficult subjects.

What literary style does Kenzaburo Oe use in ‘A Personal
Matter'?

Oe employs a candid, introspective style with a focus on psychological realism and existential
themes.

Has 'A Personal Matter' been adapted into other media?

Yes, 'A Personal Matter' has been adapted into a film and stage productions, highlighting its lasting
impact and relevance.

Additional Resources

**A Personal Matter by Kenzaburo Oe: An Investigative Review of Its Themes and Legacy**

a personal matter kenzaburo oe stands as one of the most profound literary works of post-war
Japanese literature. Written by Nobel laureate Kenzaburo Oe, the novel explores themes of personal
crisis, familial responsibility, and the psychological turmoil that emerges when confronting
unexpected realities. This article aims to provide a comprehensive and analytical review of *A
Personal Matter*, delving into its narrative structure, thematic concerns, and lasting impact on both
Japanese literature and global readers.

Context and Background of *A Personal Matter*

Published in 1964, *A Personal Matter* marked a turning point in Oe’s writing career, showcasing
his shift towards more deeply personal and psychologically complex narratives. Kenzaburo Oe’s own
life experiences, particularly his relationship with his disabled son, have often been cited as an
influence on his literary endeavors, though *A Personal Matter* precedes the birth of his son. The
novel’s protagonist, Bird, grapples with the birth of his brain-damaged son, confronting his fears,
societal expectations, and his own sense of identity.

The post-war context of Japan, with its rapid modernization and the lingering traumas of World War
II, forms a subtle backdrop to the novel’s exploration of alienation and moral ambiguity. This context
allows *A Personal Matter* to resonate with readers beyond Japan, speaking to universal human
dilemmas of responsibility and self-acceptance.



In-depth Analysis of Themes and Narrative Structure

The Psychological Struggle of the Protagonist

Central to *A Personal Matter* is the protagonist Bird’s intense psychological battle. Unlike
traditional narratives of heroism or clear moral resolution, Oe presents a deeply flawed character
who initially wants to avoid responsibility for his son’s condition. This portrayal challenges the
reader’s expectations and invites a more nuanced understanding of human weakness and growth.

Bird’s internal conflict is portrayed through vivid stream-of-consciousness passages that illustrate
his anxiety, denial, and eventual confrontation with reality. This technique enhances the novel’s
psychological depth, offering readers an intimate look into the mind of a man facing an
overwhelming personal crisis.

Exploration of Disability and Social Stigma

The novel does not shy away from the harsh realities surrounding disability in mid-20th century
Japan. Bird’s reaction to his son’s condition is complicated by societal pressures and the stigma
associated with mental and physical impairments. Oe uses this framework to critique social norms
and the lack of support systems for families dealing with disabilities.

Through Bird’s journey, *A Personal Matter* raises important ethical questions about acceptance,
duty, and the societal responsibilities toward individuals with disabilities. It compels the reader to
reconsider preconceived notions about normalcy and compassion.

Symbolism and Imagery

Kenzaburo Oe’s use of symbolism is notable throughout *A Personal Matter*. Recurrent imagery
such as birds—symbolizing freedom and entrapment simultaneously—enriches the narrative’s
emotional texture. Additionally, the novel’s title itself alludes to the deeply intimate and private
nature of Bird’s struggle, emphasizing that some conflicts are intensely personal yet universally
relatable.

Comparative Perspective: *A Personal Matter* in
Japanese and Global Literature

When compared to other Japanese post-war novels, *A Personal Matter* stands out for its
unflinching honesty and psychological complexity. Unlike the more socially oriented works of
contemporaries like Yukio Mishima or Yasunari Kawabata, Oe’s novel delves into individual
consciousness with a rawness that was groundbreaking for its time.



Internationally, the book has been likened to the works of Franz Kafka and Albert Camus for its
existential themes and portrayal of alienation. However, Oe’s uniquely Japanese perspective
provides a culturally specific lens through which these universal themes are examined, enriching the
global literary landscape.

Pros and Cons of the Novel’s Approach

e Pros: Deep psychological insight, powerful thematic exploration, and a realistic depiction of
human frailty.

e Cons: Some readers may find the narrative’s introspective style challenging or bleak, and the
lack of a traditional resolution can be unsettling.

Legacy and Influence of *A Personal Matter*

A seminal work in Kenzaburo Oe’s oeuvre, *A Personal Matter* has influenced a generation of
writers and scholars interested in the intersections of literature, disability studies, and post-war
identity. It remains a staple in university courses on modern Japanese literature and continues to
inspire critical discussions on how personal trauma is represented in fiction.

Moreover, the novel’s candid approach to themes of disability and responsibility predates and
arguably informs contemporary conversations about inclusivity and the social model of disability. Its
literary merit and social relevance ensure that *A Personal Matter* remains pertinent decades after
its publication.

Adaptations and Critical Reception

Over the years, *A Personal Matter* has been adapted into various media, including stage plays and
radio dramas, each interpretation highlighting different facets of the novel’s rich narrative. Critical
reception has largely praised Oe’s courage in addressing taboo subjects, although some critics
initially balked at the protagonist’s moral ambiguity.

Today, the novel is widely regarded as a classic, often cited in discussions about literature’s role in
grappling with personal and societal crises.

Kenzaburo Oe’s *A Personal Matter* encapsulates the turbulence of human emotion when faced with
life-altering circumstances. Its exploration of personal responsibility, societal expectations, and the
rawness of psychological struggle continues to captivate and challenge readers worldwide. This
novel not only solidifies Oe’s reputation as a leading literary figure but also serves as a timeless
reflection on the complexities of the human condition.



A Personal Matter Kenzaburo Oe

a personal matter kenzaburo oe: A Personal Matter Kenzaburo Oe, 1969 First pub. 1964.
Author's most dramatic work, won him the prestigious Shincho Literary Prize. In the novel the
narrator tells how he responds to the birth and problems posed by his handicapped child. Recipient
of the 1994 Nobel prize.

a personal matter kenzaburo oe: A Personal Matter Kenzaburo Oe, [(JJ00, 1969 Oe's most
important novel, A Personal Matter, has been called by The New York Times close to a perfect novel.
In A Personal Matter, Oe has chosen a difficult, complex though universal subject: how does one face
and react to the birth of an abnormal child? Bird, the protagonist, is a young man of 27 with
antisocial tendencies who more than once in his life, when confronted with a critical problem, has
cast himself adrift on a sea of whisky like a besotted Robinson Crusoe. But he has never faced a
crisis as personal or grave as the prospect of life imprisonment in the cage of his newborn
infant-monster. Should he keep it? Dare he kill it? Before he makes his final decision, Bird's entire
past seems to rise up before him, revealing itself to be a nightmare of self-deceit. The relentless
honesty with which Oe portrays his hero -- or antihero -- makes Bird one of the most unforgettable
characters in recent fiction.

a personal matter kenzaburo oe: A personal matter; translated from the Japanese by John
Nathan Kenzaburo Oe, John NATHAN, 1969

a personal matter kenzaburo oe: A Personal Matter Kenzaburo Oe, 2018-04-01 From the
Nobel Prize-winning author: One of the great short novels of the 20th century ( The Wall Street
Journal). Internationally acclaimed as one of the world's most influential writers, Kenzaburo Oe
brings to the fore the post-WWII rage and anxiety of a decorous society in this deathly black comedy
... dripping with nuclear terror ( The Japan Times). Bird is an antisocial twenty-seven-year-old
intellectual hanging on to a failing marriage with whiskey. He dreams of going to Africa where the
sky sprawls with possibilities. Then, as though walloped by a massive invisible fist, Bird's Utopian
fantasies are shattered when his wife gives birth to what he calls their monster baby. Now, Bird is
left with one question: How can he and his wife spend the rest of their lives with this damaged thing
clinging to their backs? As shameful, disgraceful, and unthinkable a desire as it is, Bird has an
answer. Not sealed. Not just yet. Not before Bird flees on a bender of indiscriminate (and
frustratingly impotent) sex, hard liquor, self-delusion, and most terrifying of all—self-discovery. Very
close to a perfect contemporary novel. — The New York Times An astonishing novel. — Mother Jones

a personal matter kenzaburo oe: The Novels of Oe Kenzaburo Yasuko Claremont, 2008-12
The author's critical study examines the key works of fiction by Oe Kenzaburo - the internationally
renowned Japanese writer who won the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1994.

a personal matter kenzaburo oe: The Copyeditor's Handbook Amy Einsohn, 2000 Addressed
to copyeditors in book publishing and corporate communications, this lively, practical manual
explains what copyeditors do, what they look for when they edit a manuscript, and how they develop
the editorial judgment needed to make sound decisions. 20 line illustrations. 14 tables.

a personal matter kenzaburo oe: Proceedings of the 2024 International Conference on
Social Sciences and Educational Development (ICOSSED 2024) Peng Dou, Keying Zhang,
2025-03-28 This is an open access book. 2024 International Conference on Social Sciences and
Educational Development(ICSSED 2024) will be held on on December 21-22, 2024 in Cangzhou,
China. ICSSED 2024 aims to bring together scholars, educators, and policymakers to discuss the
dynamic interplay between educational advancements and social sciences. As our world faces
unprecedented challenges and transformative changes, the role of education in shaping societies
becomes ever more critical. The conference will delve into educational theories, practical
applications and innovative approaches. ICSSED 2024 focuses more explicitly on global trends and
the digitization of education to explore how emerging technologies and innovations in teaching are
addressing existing educational inequities and enhancing the learning experience in diverse
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contexts.

a personal matter kenzaburo oe: Performing the Literary Interview John Rodden, 2001-01-01
When authors are interviewed about their books or themselves, much more is going on than a simple
conversation. The interview becomes a performance space for authorial orchestration and
self-promotion, and interviewers in turn respond to such self-display and theatrics. @ Featuring
absorbing conversations with nine well-known authors, including poets Richard Howard and Gerald
Stern, novelist Isabel Allende, and scholar-intellectual Camille Paglia, Performing the Literary
Interview is the first in-depth look at this type of performance art. Interviews with poets, fiction
writers, and intellectuals enable John Rodden to identify a range of rhetorical strategies and their
effects and to formulate a typology for appreciating the various roles that interviewers and
interviewees assume. Traditionalists foreground their work rather than themselves, raconteurs are
storytellers who skillfully spin anecdotes and creatively showcase their personalities, and advertisers
more explicitly use the literary interview to promote and sell themselves. This pioneering, persuasive
study stakes a claim to a new area of scholarly inquiry in the humanities. The literary interview can
no longer be considered only as a voyeuristic window on an author, or a celebrity vehicle, or even an
entertaining diversion, but should also be approached as a serious genre meriting scholarly attention
and analysis.

a personal matter kenzaburo oe: LIFE , 1968-08-16 LIFE Magazine is the treasured
photographic magazine that chronicled the 20th Century. It now lives on at LIFE.com, the largest,
most amazing collection of professional photography on the internet. Users can browse, search and
view photos of today’s people and events. They have free access to share, print and post images for
personal use.

a personal matter kenzaburo oe: Nameless Dietmut Niedecken, 2004-06-02 Is learning
disability determined from birth? Psychoanalysis has always striven to reconstruct damaged human
subjectivity. However, with a few exceptions, people with learning disabilities have long been
excluded from this enterprise as a matter of course. It has been taken for granted that learning
disability is a deficient state in which psychodynamics play but a minor role and where development
is irrevocably determined by organic conditions. First published in German in 1980s and published
here in English for the first time, this brave and provocative book was one of the first to attempt to
understand learning disabilities in terms of psychoanalysis and socio-psychology. Controversially,
the author does not distinguish between a primary organic handicap and a secondary psychological
one; rather, she argues that it is developed from the very outset of the process of socialisation
during the interaction of caregiver and infant, and therefore gives the analyst room to work on this
maladapted socialisation. She illustrates the effectiveness of this theory when put into practice in a
number of illuminating case studies. Still as influential and powerful as when it was first published,
Nameless will be of interest to psychoanalysts and clinicians from across the mental health services
who work with people with learning disabilities.

a personal matter kenzaburo oe: Philosophical Investigations into the Essence of
Pediatric Suffering Tyler Tate, 2022-10-25 What is pediatric suffering, and how is the suffering of
sick children different from that of sick adults? This book attempts to answer these pressing
questions. Through philosophical engagement with a clinical case, the essays in this book approach
the problem of pediatric suffering from a set of unique perspectives reflecting diverse philosophical
traditions, disciplinary formations, and clinical experiences. Previously published in Theoretical
Medicine and Bioethics Volume 41, issue 4, August 2020 Chapter “Valuing life and evaluating
suffering in infants with life-limiting illness” is available open access under a Creative Commons
Attribution 4.0 International License via link.springer.com.

a personal matter kenzaburo oe: Assimilating Asians Patricia P. Chu, 2000-03-29 This work
combines social theory with literary analysis to look at how Asian American writers use literature to
participate in the critique and analysis of their position in US culture.

a personal matter kenzaburo oe: Crisis in Identity Arthur G. Kimball, 2016-09-13 This book is
a critical study of ten postwar Japanese novels that focus on man's search for identity in the modern




world. With the presentation of the Nobel Prize for Literature to a Japanese author in 1969, the
international significance of modern Japanese literature was formally recognized by the Western
world. The best indication of the West's present keen appreciation of modern Japanese literature is
the large number of excellent translations that have appeared in recent years. In Crisis in Identity a
common theme—modern man's search for identity—has been traced through ten major novels. This
quest takes place n conjunction with wartime cannibalism, the atomic bombing of Hiroshima,
expatriation, senile eroticism, and personal and social alienation. The works in which these are
depicted include: Diary of a Mad Old Man (Junichiro Tanizaki) House of the Sleeping Beauties
(Yusunari Kawabata) Black Rain (Masuji Ibuse) Fires on the Plain (Shohei Ooka) THe Temple of the
Golden Pavilion (Yukio Mishima) The Woman in the Dunes (Kobe Abe) A Personal Matter (Kenzaburo
Oe) If you have not yet read these novels, Crisis in Identity will provide a stimulating introduction to
them; if you have, it will reveal new insights.

a personal matter kenzaburo oe: Yukio Mishima Damian Flanagan, 2014-08-15 The most
internationally acclaimed Japanese author of the twentieth century, Yukio Mishima (1925-70) was a
prime candidate for the Nobel Prize. But the prolific author shocked the world in 1970 when he
attempted a coup d’état that ended in his suicide by ritual disembowelment. In this radically new
analysis of Mishima’s extraordinary life, Damian Flanagan deviates from the stereotypical depiction
of a right-wing nationalist and aesthete, presenting the author instead as a man in thrall to the
modern world while also plagued by hidden neuroses and childhood trauma that pushed him toward
his explosive final act. Flanagan argues that Mishima was a man obsessed with the concepts of time
and “emperor,” and reveals how these were at the heart of his literature and life. Untangling the
distortions in the writer’s memoirs, Flanagan traces the evolution of Mishima’s attempts to master
and transform his sexuality and artistic persona. While often perceived as a solitary protest figure,
Mishima, Flanagan shows, was very much in tune with postwar culture—he took up bodybuilding
and became a model and actor in the 1950s, adopted the themes of contemporary political scandals
in his work, courted English translators, and became influenced by the student protests and hippie
subculture of the late 1960s. A groundbreaking reevaluation of the author, this succinct biography
paints a revealing portrait of Mishima’s life and work.

a personal matter kenzaburo oe: A Study Guide for Kobo Abe's "The Woman in the
Dunes" Gale, Cengage Learning, 2016-06-29 A Study Guide for Kobo Abe's The Woman in the
Dunes, excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Novels for Students. This concise study guide includes plot
summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for
further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Novels for Students for all of your
research needs.

a personal matter kenzaburo oe: Turning Japanese David Mura, 2007-12-01 “The poet David
Mura brings an intriguing perspective to the New World quest for enlightenment from this ancient
and ascendant culture” (The New York Times). Award-winning poet David Mura’s critically
acclaimed memoir Turning Japanese chronicles how a year in Japan transformed his sense of self
and pulled into sharp focus his complicated inheritance. Mura is a sansei, a third-generation
Japanese-American who grew up on baseball and hot dogs in a Chicago suburb where he heard more
Yiddish than Japanese. Turning Japanese chronicles his quest for identity with honesty, intelligence,
and poetic vision, and it stands as a classic meditation on difference and assimilation and is a
valuable window onto a country that has long fascinated our own. Turning Japanese was a New York
Times Notable Book and winner of an Oakland PEN Josephine Miles Book Award. This edition
includes a new afterword by the author. “A dizzying interior voyage of self-discovery and splintered
identity.” —Chicago Tribune “There is brilliant writing in this book, observations of Japanese
humanity and culture that are subtly different from and more penetrating than what we usually get
from Westerners.” —The New Yorker “Turning Japanese reads like a fascinating novel you can’t put
down . . . Mura’s story is a universal one, and one that is accessible to everyone, even those whose
experience in the U.S. is not that of a person of color.” —Asian Week “[Mura] paints a portrait of
Japan that is rich and satisfying . . . a refreshingly kindly and tolerant study, a powerful antidote to



the venomous anti-Japanese mood that seems, distressingly, to be seizing some corners of the
American mind.” —Conde Nast Traveler

a personal matter kenzaburo oe: The Lazarus Case John D. Lantos, 2007-10-15 In this
volume, John Lantos weaves a story that captures the dilemmas of modern medical practice. He
draws on his experience in neonatal medicine, paediatrics and medical ethics to explore ethical
dilemmas through one poignant representative situation.

a personal matter kenzaburo oe: Writers in East-West Encounter Guy Amirthanayagam,
1982-06-18

a personal matter kenzaburo oe: Fodor's Japan Fodor's Travel Guides, 2016-04-19 Written
by locals, Fodor's travel guides have been offering expert advice for all tastes and budgets for 80
years. In 2015 Japan will become the 11th most popular destination for US travelers. Over a million
Americans visit each year to experience this land of exquisite beauty, and recent fluctuations in the
yen have made it more of an affordable destination than ever. In stunning full color, Fodor's Japan
illustrates the country's eternal draws, from ancient temples and gardens and the deliberate pace of
the tea ceremony, to the dizzying, frenetic pulse of its high-tech cities. This travel guide includes: -
Dozens of full-color maps - Hundreds of hotel and restaurant recommendations, with Fodor's Choice
designating our top picks - Multiple itineraries to explore the top attractions and what'’s off the
beaten path - Major sights such as Tsukiji Fish Market, Senso-ji, Tokyo Sky Tree, Mt. Fuji, The
Daibutsu, Sanjusangen-do, Ginkaku-ji, Fushimi-inari Taisha, Kinkaku-ji, and Osaka-jo - Side Trips
from Tokyo including Fuji-Hakone-Izu National Park, Nikko, Kamakura and Yokohama - Coverage of
Tokyo; Nagoya, Ise-Shima, and the Kii Peninsula; The Japan Alps and the North Chubu Coast; Kyoto;
The Kansai Region; Western Honshu; Shikoku; Kyushu; Okinawa; Tohoku; Hokkaido Planning to
focus on Tokyo? Check out Fodor's travel guides to Tokyo.

a personal matter kenzaburo oe: Da Capo Best Music Writing 2006 Mary Gaitskill,
Daphne Carr, 2006-10-24 ... Essential reading for anyone who loves great music and impassioned
writing about it--Page 4 of cover.
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