
the promised land by mary antin

The Promised Land by Mary Antin: A Journey of Identity and Hope

the promised land by mary antin is not just a memoir; it is a vivid narrative that captures the immigrant
experience in early 20th-century America. Mary Antin’s autobiographical work describes her journey from a
small town in the Russian Empire to the bustling streets of Boston, illustrating the struggles, hopes, and
transformations that define the immigrant’s pursuit of the American Dream. This compelling story offers
valuable insights into themes of assimilation, identity, and cultural adaptation, making it a timeless piece that
resonates with readers interested in history, immigration, and personal growth.

The Historical Context of The Promised Land by Mary Antin

To fully appreciate the significance of The Promised Land by Mary Antin, it’s essential to understand the
historical backdrop against which it was written. The late 19th and early 20th centuries saw a massive wave
of immigration to the United States, largely from Eastern Europe, including many Jewish families fleeing
persecution and poverty. Mary Antin’s story is emblematic of this larger movement, providing a personal lens
through which to view the challenges and opportunities faced by millions.

Her memoir, published in 1912, came at a time when the American identity was still being defined. Immigrants were
often met with suspicion and hostility, yet they were integral to the country’s rapid industrialization and
urban growth. Antin’s narrative weaves together the harsh realities of immigrant life with the idealistic
promise of freedom and prosperity that America represented.

Immigration Waves and Jewish Experience

The Jewish immigrant experience, in particular, is a critical element of Antin’s story. Escaping anti-Semitic
violence and restrictive laws in the Russian Empire, many Jewish families sought refuge in America. The Promised
Land by Mary Antin highlights this aspect by detailing the cultural and religious adjustments her family
underwent while striving to fit into American society. This historical context enriches readers’ understanding
of the broader immigrant experience during that era.

Exploring the Themes in The Promised Land by Mary Antin

One of the most striking aspects of The Promised Land by Mary Antin is the exploration of themes that remain
relevant today, especially for those navigating identity and belonging in a new culture.

Assimilation and Identity

Assimilation is perhaps the central theme of Antin’s memoir. She recounts her transformation from a traditional
Jewish girl in Polotsk to a confident American citizen. This process involves both external changes, such as
learning English and adopting American customs, and internal struggles, like reconciling her heritage with her
new identity. Antin’s candid reflections provide a nuanced perspective on how immigrants balance preserving their
roots while embracing change.



Education as a Pathway to Freedom

Education plays a pivotal role in The Promised Land by Mary Antin. For Antin, schooling is not just about
academic achievement; it symbolizes opportunity and empowerment. Her description of learning to read and write
English, attending public school, and eventually entering college underscores the idea that education is a key
to unlocking the American Dream. This message continues to inspire readers today, emphasizing the
transformative power of knowledge.

The American Dream Reimagined

While The Promised Land by Mary Antin certainly celebrates the opportunities America offers, it also presents
a realistic view of the immigrant struggle. Antin acknowledges the hardships—poverty, discrimination, and
cultural dislocation—but ultimately frames these challenges as part of a hopeful narrative. Her memoir
invites readers to reconsider the American Dream, not as a guaranteed success, but as a journey of perseverance
and self-discovery.

The Literary Style and Impact of The Promised Land by Mary Antin

Mary Antin’s narrative style in The Promised Land is both engaging and accessible, which has contributed to its
enduring popularity.

A Personal Voice with Universal Appeal

Antin writes with warmth and sincerity, bringing her personal story to life in a way that resonates with a wide
audience. Her use of vivid descriptions and emotional honesty allows readers to empathize with her experiences.
This personal voice transforms a historical account into a deeply human story, bridging cultural and
temporal gaps.

Influence on Immigration Literature

The Promised Land by Mary Antin has had a significant influence on the genre of immigrant literature. It set a
precedent for autobiographical accounts that blend historical context with personal narrative, inspiring
future writers to document their own journeys. The memoir remains a foundational text for understanding the
complexities of immigration and assimilation in America.

Why The Promised Land by Mary Antin Still Matters Today

In today’s world, where immigration continues to be a hotly debated topic, The Promised Land by Mary Antin
offers valuable lessons and perspectives. It reminds us that behind the political discussions are real stories of
hope, hardship, and transformation.

Connecting Past and Present Immigrant Experiences

Reading Antin’s memoir encourages empathy toward modern immigrants by highlighting the timeless nature of their
struggles and aspirations. Whether it’s learning a new language, navigating cultural differences, or striving



for a better life, the themes in The Promised Land by Mary Antin remain relevant and poignant.

Inspiration for Self-Discovery and Resilience

Beyond its historical and cultural significance, The Promised Land by Mary Antin serves as a source of
inspiration for anyone facing change or adversity. Antin’s journey illustrates the power of resilience and the
importance of embracing new opportunities without losing sight of one’s identity.

Tips for Readers Approaching The Promised Land by Mary Antin

If you’re planning to read The Promised Land by Mary Antin, here are some suggestions to enhance your
experience:

Understand the Historical Context: Familiarize yourself with the late 19th-century immigration waves
and the socio-political climate of the time to better grasp the memoir’s significance.

Reflect on the Themes: Pay attention to the themes of assimilation, identity, and education, considering
how they relate to current social issues.

Notice the Personal Narrative Style: Appreciate Antin’s storytelling techniques, which make the memoir
both intimate and informative.

Compare with Other Immigrant Stories: Explore other immigrant memoirs or novels to see different
perspectives on similar experiences.

Engaging with The Promised Land by Mary Antin in this way can deepen your understanding and make the reading
more meaningful.

The Promised Land by Mary Antin stands as a testament to the courage and determination of immigrants seeking
a better life. Its blend of personal narrative and historical insight offers a rich, multifaceted portrait of what
it means to leave behind one’s past and embrace the promise of a new land. Whether you are interested in history,
literature, or social issues, this memoir provides a compelling and thought-provoking journey worth exploring.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Promised Land' by Mary Antin?

'The Promised Land' primarily explores themes of immigration, assimilation, and the pursuit of the American Dream
as Mary Antin narrates her journey from Eastern Europe to the United States.

How does Mary Antin describe her experience as an immigrant in 'The Promised
Land'?

Mary Antin describes her immigrant experience as a challenging yet hopeful transformation, highlighting the
cultural adjustments and the opportunities she encounters in America.



In what ways does 'The Promised Land' reflect the historical context of
early 20th-century immigration?

'The Promised Land' reflects the early 20th-century immigration wave to the US, showcasing the struggles
and aspirations of Jewish immigrants fleeing persecution and seeking better lives.

What role does education play in Mary Antin's narrative in 'The Promised
Land'?

Education is portrayed as a crucial factor in Mary Antin's assimilation and personal growth, symbolizing the
gateway to opportunity and acceptance in American society.

How does Mary Antin address cultural identity in 'The Promised Land'?

Mary Antin grapples with balancing her Jewish heritage and the desire to assimilate into American culture,
ultimately embracing a new identity shaped by her immigrant experience.

Why is 'The Promised Land' considered an important work in American
immigrant literature?

'The Promised Land' is significant because it provides a first-person account of the immigrant experience,
contributing to the understanding of cultural integration and the complexities of identity in America.

How does Mary Antin's writing style in 'The Promised Land' engage readers?

Mary Antin uses vivid descriptions, emotional honesty, and reflective narration to engage readers, making her
personal story relatable and impactful.

Additional Resources
The Promised Land by Mary Antin: An In-Depth Exploration of Immigration and Identity

the promised land by mary antin stands as a seminal work in early 20th-century American literature, offering a
profound narrative of immigration, assimilation, and the pursuit of the American Dream. This autobiographical
memoir details Antin’s journey from a small town in Russia to the bustling urban landscape of Boston,
chronicling the challenges and triumphs faced by Jewish immigrants during a transformative era in American
history. Through her vivid storytelling and reflective prose, Mary Antin provides not only a personal account
but also a broader commentary on cultural identity and the complexities of belonging in a new land.

Contextual Background and Historical Significance

Mary Antin wrote The Promised Land in 1912, a period marked by significant waves of immigration to the United
States, particularly from Eastern Europe. Anti-Semitic persecution, economic hardships, and political
instability compelled many Jewish families to seek refuge and opportunity across the Atlantic. Antin’s
narrative captures this historical moment with nuance, highlighting both the external pressures that pushed
immigrants from their homelands and the internal motivations that drew them toward America’s promise of
freedom and prosperity.

The memoir is not merely a personal story; it serves as a cultural document reflecting the immigrant experience
in early 20th-century America. The Promised Land explores themes of identity transformation, cultural
assimilation, and the tension between maintaining one’s heritage and embracing a new national identity. This
duality resonates with contemporary discussions about immigration and multiculturalism, making Antin’s work



enduringly relevant.

The Narrative Arc: From Old World to New

At the heart of The Promised Land lies Antin’s migration journey, which begins in the small Jewish community of
Polotsk in the Russian Empire. The memoir opens with a detailed depiction of Antin’s childhood, emphasizing the
close-knit, tradition-bound environment from which she departs. Her family's decision to emigrate is portrayed
with sensitivity, illustrating the mix of hope and fear that accompanies such a life-altering choice.

Upon arrival in Boston, Antin confronts the realities of immigrant life: linguistic barriers, economic hardship,
and social marginalization. The memoir vividly captures these struggles, providing insight into the immigrant
adaptation process. Antin’s determination to learn English and pursue education symbolizes the transformative
power of assimilation, which she presents as both a personal triumph and a civic duty.

Exploring Key Themes in The Promised Land

Assimilation and Identity: Antin’s narrative grapples with the complex process of cultural assimilation.
While she embraces American customs and language, she also wrestles with the loss and preservation of
her Jewish identity. This tension reflects broader immigrant experiences and the negotiation between old
and new cultural frameworks.

The American Dream: The memoir embodies the ethos of the American Dream, portraying America as a land
of opportunity where hard work and education can lead to social mobility and personal fulfillment.

Education as Empowerment: Antin emphasizes education’s role in facilitating immigrant integration. Her
own academic achievements serve as a testament to the transformative potential of learning in
overcoming societal barriers.

Religious and Cultural Transformation: The Promised Land also addresses the shift in religious identity
and practice, illustrating how immigration can alter traditional beliefs and community ties.

Literary Style and Narrative Techniques

Mary Antin’s writing style in The Promised Land is characterized by its clarity, earnestness, and evocative
descriptions. Her use of first-person narration allows readers intimate access to her thoughts and emotions,
creating a compelling and empathetic portrayal of immigrant life. The memoir’s tone balances optimism with
realism, avoiding romanticized portrayals of America while acknowledging its challenges.

Antin’s prose employs vivid imagery to contrast the Old World’s oppressive atmosphere with the New World’s
promise. This juxtaposition serves to underscore the transformative nature of immigration. Additionally, her
narrative structure is chronological but interspersed with reflective passages that provide cultural and
philosophical insights, enriching the memoir’s depth.

Comparative Perspectives: The Promised Land and Other Immigrant
Narratives

In the context of immigrant literature, The Promised Land can be compared to contemporaneous works such as



Anzia Yezierska’s novels or later narratives like Maxine Hong Kingston’s The Woman Warrior. Unlike some
immigrant stories that emphasize alienation and conflict, Antin’s memoir leans more toward hopeful assimilation
and the embrace of American identity, though not without acknowledging the difficulties involved.

Furthermore, Antin’s detailed focus on Jewish immigrant experiences provides valuable perspectives distinct from
other ethnic immigrant accounts, such as Italian or Irish narratives prevalent at the time. This specificity
enriches the tapestry of American immigrant literature and highlights the diversity within immigrant communities.

The Promised Land by Mary Antin in Modern Discourse

Today, The Promised Land remains a critical text for understanding early 20th-century immigration to the
United States. Its themes are echoed in current debates about immigration policy, multiculturalism, and
national identity. Scholars and educators frequently reference Antin’s memoir in courses on American history,
ethnic studies, and literature, underscoring its pedagogical value.

The work also invites reflection on the ongoing challenges immigrants face—language acquisition, cultural
integration, and economic survival—demonstrating the continuity of these issues over more than a century. In
this way, Antin’s narrative transcends its historical moment, offering timeless insights into the immigrant
experience.

Pros and Cons of The Promised Land’s Portrayal of Immigration

Pros:

Provides an authentic, first-person account of Jewish immigrant life.

Balances optimism with realistic depictions of hardship.

Highlights education as a key factor in immigrant success.

Contributes to understanding cultural assimilation and identity formation.

Cons:

Occasionally idealizes American society, potentially underrepresenting systemic discrimination.

Focuses primarily on assimilation, which may overlook preservation of ethnic identity.

Limited perspective confined to one individual’s experience, not fully representative of all
immigrants.

The depth and sincerity of Mary Antin’s The Promised Land continue to influence readers and scholars alike,
inviting ongoing dialogue about immigration’s role in shaping American society. Its rich narrative and thematic
complexity make it an essential work for anyone interested in the historical and cultural dimensions of
immigration.



The Promised Land By Mary Antin

  the promised land by mary antin: The Promised Land Mary Antin, 1912
  the promised land by mary antin: The Promised Land Mary Antin, 2013-09-02 This 1912
classic of the Jewish-American immigrant experience, whose author arrived in Boston from Russia as
a child in the 1890s, offers a moving narrative of Old and New World cultures.
  the promised land by mary antin: The Promised Land Mary Antin, 2019-12-24 In The
Promised Land, Mary Antin articulates her profound immigrant experience through a potent blend of
autobiographical narrative and lyrical prose. Set against the rich tapestry of early 20th-century
America, Antin's memoir chronicles her journey from the confines of a modest Jewish town in Russia
to the expansive opportunities of the New World. Her literary style employs a vivid, evocative
vocabulary that not only captures the challenges of assimilation and identity but also celebrates the
resilience of the human spirit, making it a significant work within the canon of American immigrant
literature. Mary Antin, born in 1881 in what is now Belarus, was an immigrant herself and a
passionate advocate for social change. Her personal journey, marked by hardship and hope, led her
to embrace the ideals of American democracy and the melting-pot identity. Antin's insightful
reflections are shaped by her educational pursuits and her involvement with various immigrant
rights organizations, illuminating her understanding of the broader societal implications of her story.
Readers seeking insight into the immigrant experience in America will find The Promised Land an
indispensable text. Antin's eloquent exploration of her own identity and the complexities of cultural
assimilation resonates with ongoing discussions about identity, belonging, and the American Dream,
making it a timeless and relevant work.
  the promised land by mary antin: The Promised Land Mary Antin, 1913
  the promised land by mary antin: The Promised Land Mary Antin, 2016-01-11 The
Promised Land By Mary Antin Illustrated The Promised Land is the 1912 autobiography of Mary
Antin. It tells the story of her early life in what is now Belarus and her immigration to the United
States in 1894. The book focuses on her attempts to assimilate into the culture of the United States.
It received very positive reviews and sold more than 85,000 copies in the three decades after its
release. The book's popularity allowed Antin to begin speaking publicly, a platform that she used to
promote acceptance of immigration to the United States. It was criticized by anti-immigration
activists, who did not see Antin as an American. It was also criticized by some Jews, who felt that she
was disrespectful towards her Jewish heritage. I was born, I have lived, and I have been made over.
Is it not time to write my life's story? I am just as much out of the way as if I were dead, for I am
absolutely other than the person whose story I have to tell. Physical continuity with my earlier self is
no disadvantage. I could speak in the third person and not feel that I was masquerading. I can
analyze my subject, I can reveal everything; for she, and not I, is my real heroine. My life I have still
to live; her life ended when mine began. A generation is sometimes a more satisfactory unit for the
study of humanity than a lifetime; and spiritual generations are as easy to demark as physical ones.
Now I am the spiritual offspring of the marriage within my conscious experience of the Past and the
Present. My second birth was no less a birth because there was no distinct incarnation. Surely it has
happened before that one body served more than one spiritual organization. Nor am I disowning my
father and mother of the flesh, for they were also partners in the generation of my second self;
copartners with my entire line of ancestors. They gave me body, so that I have eyes like my father's
and hair like my mother's. The spirit also they gave me, so that I reason like my father and endure
like my mother. But did they set me down in a sheltered garden, where the sun should warm me,
and no winter should hurt, while they fed me from their hands? No; they early let me run in the
fields--perhaps because I would not be held--and eat of the wild fruits and drink of the dew. Did they
teach me from books, and tell me what to believe? I soon chose my own books, and built me a world
of my own. In these discriminations I emerged, a new being, something that had not been before.
And when I discovered my own friends, and ran home with them to convert my parents to a belief in
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their excellence, did I not begin to make my father and mother, as truly as they had ever made me?
Did I not become the parent and they the children, in those relations of teacher and learner? And so
I can say that there has been more than one birth of myself, and I can regard my earlier self as a
separate being, and make it a subject of study.
  the promised land by mary antin: The Promised Land [by] Mary Antin Amadeus Grabau,
Josephine Grabau, 1912
  the promised land by mary antin: The Promised Land Mary Antin, 2020-10-24 The
Promised Land is the 1912 autobiography of Mary Antin. It tells the story of her early life in what is
now Belarus and her immigration to the United States in 1894. The book focuses on her attempts to
assimilate into the culture of the United States.
  the promised land by mary antin: Promised Land Annotated Mary Antin, 2020-09-13 The
Promised Land is the 1912 autobiography of Mary Antin. It tells the story of her early life in what is
now Belarus and her immigration to the United States in 1894. The book focuses on her attempts to
assimilate into the culture of the United States.
  the promised land by mary antin: From Plotzk to Boston - An Immigrant's Story Mary Antin,
2018-08-31 Written from the authors own personal experiences of her journey from Polotsk, Russia
to Boston, USA in 1894 at the age of 11. This early works, published in 1899, is a fascinating look at
American history and immigration. Mary Antin's vivid description of all she and her dear ones went
through, enables us to see almost with our own eyes how the invasion of America appears to the
impecunious invader. It is thus a human document of considerable value, as well as a promissory
note of future performance..... Many of the earliest books, particularly those dating back to the
1900's and before, are now extremely scarce and increasingly expensive. We are republishing these
classic works in affordable, high quality, modern editions, using the original text and artwork.
  the promised land by mary antin: Promised Land Illustrated Mary Antin, 2020-09-30 The
Promised Land is the 1912 autobiography of Mary Antin. It tells the story of her early life in what is
now Belarus and her immigration to the United States in 1894. The book focuses on her attempts to
assimilate into the culture of the United States.
  the promised land by mary antin: The Lie Mary Antin, 2018-08-31 From the American author
and immigrant civil activist, Mary Antin, The Lie is an enlightening short story that illustrates what
life was like for young immigrants in early twentieth-century America. David is the son of Mr.
Rudinsky, an immigrant living in America. To keep his son in the school system for a further two
years, Mr. Rudinksy lies about David’s age. Although David works hard and performs well in school,
his father’s lie is constantly nestled in the back of his mind and weighs heavy on his shoulders. Will
their lie eventually catch up with them? Mary Antin was a Jewish immigrant in the late 1800s whose
writing was inspired by her own experiences. In this short story, she captures the emotions of many
young people who have had to leave their birth countries for a new life. The Lie, originally published
shortly after Antin’s seminal autobiography, The Promised Land, provides incredible insight into the
lives and struggles of immigrants in the early 1900s. Still as relevant as it was upon first publication,
The Lie has been republished by Read & Co. Books for future generations to enjoy. This new edition
is a must-read for those who enjoy the work of Mary Antin, and are interested in the history of
immigration in twentieth-century America.
  the promised land by mary antin: Promised Land Mary Antin, 2021-08-25 The Promised
Land is the 1912 autobiography of Mary Antin. It tells the story of her early life in what is now
Belarus and her immigration to the United States in 1894. The book focuses on her attempts to
assimilate into the culture of the United States.
  the promised land by mary antin: Jews and the American Soul Andrew R. Heinze,
2021-03-09 What do Joyce Brothers and Sigmund Freud, Rabbi Harold Kushner and philosopher
Martin Buber have in common? They belong to a group of pivotal and highly influential Jewish
thinkers who altered the face of modern America in ways few people recognize. So argues Andrew
Heinze, who reveals in rich and unprecedented detail the extent to which Jewish values, often in
tense interaction with an established Christian consensus, shaped the country's psychological and



spiritual vocabulary. Jews and the American Soul is the first book to recognize the central role Jews
and Jewish values have played in shaping American ideas of the inner life. It overturns the widely
shared assumption that modern ideas of human nature derived simply from the nation's Protestant
heritage. Heinze marshals a rich array of evidence to show how individuals ranging from Erich
Fromm to Ann Landers changed the way Americans think about mind and soul. The book shows us
the many ways that Jewish thinkers influenced everything from the human potential movement and
pop psychology to secular spirituality. It also provides fascinating new interpretations of Sigmund
Freud, Alfred Adler, and Western views of the psyche; the clash among Protestant, Catholic, and
Jewish moral sensibilities in America; the origins and evolution of America's psychological and
therapeutic culture; the role of Jewish women as American public moralists, and more. A must-read
for anyone interested in the contribution of Jews and Jewish culture to modern America.
  the promised land by mary antin: The Notion of Identity in Mary Antin's "The Promised
Land" Christiane Abspacher, 2007-11 Seminar paper from the year 2006 in the subject American
Studies - Literature, grade: 1,7, University of Regensburg (Anglistik und Amerikanistik,
Philosophische Fakultät ), course: Hauptseminar Amerikanistik (Literaturwissenschaft), 5 entries in
the bibliography, language: English, abstract: In order to be able to grasp the dimension of the role
identity plays in Mary Antin's The Promised Land, one has to take into consideration the author's
biographical background, as the first part of her life differs completely from the later years. She is
born in the Jewish Polotzk near Witebsk in White Russia. In 1894, the family emigrates to the United
States. Mary receives solid school education and manages to have her first poem published in the
Boston Herald at the age of fifteen. With the help of diligence, natural ability, curiousness and luck,
Mary Antin advances from her proletarian neighbourhood to higher educated circles. Antin
publishes several essays, short stories and poems, gives lectures and gets involved with the
loosening of laws restricting immigration. Already at the age of twenty, Mary Antin writes her
autobiography The Promised Land (formerly published under the name of From Polotzk to Boston),
which describes her childhood in Russia, her immigration to America, the initial problems in her new
homeland and her success in gaining ground. Especially the preface causes attention, as she calls
her life unusual, but by no means unique. (...) [A] concrete illustration of a multitude of statistical
facts, while she is distancing herself from her former life as Maryashe Weltman in Polotzk. The high
degree of self- reflexiveness and the dispartment of her own person into at least two identities
predestine her book as a subject of inquiry by means of sociological investigation in the field of
identity research. In order to discuss Mary Antin's notion of identity, it is required to outline the
term itself. Within the last decades, this concept has become central to
  the promised land by mary antin: No Place in Time Sharon B. Oster, 2018-11-12 An
exploration of the temporal function that the Jew plays in literature. No Place in Time: The Hebraic
Myth in Late-Nineteenth-Century American Literature examines how the Hebraic myth, in which
Jewishness became a metaphor for an ancient, pre-Christian past, was reimagined in
nineteenth-century American realism. The Hebraic myth, while integral to a Protestant
understanding of time, was incapable of addressing modern Jewishness, especially in the context of
the growing social and national concern around the Jewish problem. Sharon B. Oster shows how
realist authors consequently cast Jews as caught between a distant past and a promising American
future. In either case, whether creating or disrupting temporal continuity, Jewishness existed
outside of time. No Place in Time complicates the debates over Eastern European immigration in the
1880s and questions of assimilation to a Protestant American culture. The first chapter begins in the
world of periodicals, an interconnected literary culture, out of which Abraham Cahan emerged as a
literary voice of Jewish immigrants caught between nostalgia and a messianic future outside of
linear progression. Moving from the margins to the center of literary realism, the second chapter
revolves around Henry James's modernization of the noble Hebrew as a figure of mediation and
reconciliation. The third chapter extends this analysis into the naturalism of Edith Wharton, who
takes up questions of intimacy and intermarriage, and places the Jew at the nexus of competing
futures shaped by uncertainty and risk. A number of Jewish female perspectives are included in the



fourth chapter that recasts plots of cultural assimilation through intermarriage in terms of time: if a
Jewish past exists in tension with an American future, these writers recuperate the Hebraic myth for
themselves to imagine a viable Jewish future. No Place in Time ends with a brief look at poet Emma
Lazarus, whose understanding of Jewishness was distinctly modern, not nostalgic, mythical, or dead.
No Place in Time highlights a significant shift in how Jewishness was represented in American
literature, and, as such, raises questions of identity, immigration, and religion. This volume will be of
interest to scholars of nineteenth- and turn-of-the-century American literature, American Jewish
literature, and literature as it intersects with immigration, religion, or temporality, as well as anyone
interested in Jewish studies.
  the promised land by mary antin: The Myths That Made America Heike Paul, 2014-08-15
This essential introduction to American studies examines the core foundational myths upon which
the nation is based and which still determine discussions of US-American identities today. These
myths include the myth of »discovery,« the Pocahontas myth, the myth of the Promised Land, the
myth of the Founding Fathers, the melting pot myth, the myth of the West, and the myth of the
self-made man. The chapters provide extended analyses of each of these myths, using examples from
popular culture, literature, memorial culture, school books, and every-day life. Including visual
material as well as study questions, this book will be of interest to any student of American studies
and will foster an understanding of the United States of America as an imagined community by
analyzing the foundational role of myths in the process of nation building.
  the promised land by mary antin: Made in America Jeffrey Louis Decker, 1997 Success
stories on self-made people.
  the promised land by mary antin: Eastern European Jewish American Narratives,
1890–1930 Dana Mihailescu, 2018-06-29 The compelling argument of Eastern European Jewish
American Narratives, 1890–1930: Struggles for Recognition is that narratives of Eastern European
Jewish Americans are important discourses offering a response to America’s norms of assimilation,
rationalized progress, and control in the early twentieth century under the guise of commitment to
the specificity of individual experiences. The book sheds light on how these texts suggest an
alternative ethical agency which encompasses both mainstream and minority practices, and which
capitalizes on the need of keeping alive individual responsibility and vulnerability as the only means
to actually create a democratic culture. In that, this book opens up novel areas of inquiry and
research for both the academic world and the social and cultural fields, facilitating the rediscovery
of long-neglected Eastern European Jewish American writers and the rethinking of the more familiar
authors addressed.
  the promised land by mary antin: Atlantic understandings Claudia Schnurmann, Hartmut
Lehmann, 2006 In honor of the German historian Hermann Wellenreuther, this volume explores the
Atlantic world in all its many facets and extraordinary scope. Experts from different fields address
economic problems as well as religious convictions, on the social differences and the everyday life
experiences of the ordinary people as well as the aristocracy and the politics of princes. Taken
together, the articles weave together German, English and American history and help us to
understand the Atlantic societies on both sides of the ocean from the Middle Ages to the present.
Claudia Schnurmann is professor at the Department of History at the University of Hamburg
(Germany). Hartmut Lehmann is professor at the Max-Planck-Institute for History, Goettingen
(Germany).
  the promised land by mary antin: Exiles on Main Street Julian Levinson, 2008-07-02 How
have Jews reshaped their identities as Jews in the face of the radical newness called America? Julian
Levinson explores the ways in which exposure to American literary culture -- in particular the
visionary tradition identified with Ralph Waldo Emerson and Walt Whitman -- led American Jewish
writers to a new understanding of themselves as Jews. Discussing the lives and work of writers such
as Emma Lazarus, Mary Antin, Ludwig Lewisohn, Waldo Frank, Anzia Yezierska, I. J. Schwartz,
Alfred Kazin, and Irving Howe, Levinson concludes that their interaction with American culture led
them to improvise new and meaningful ways of being Jewish. In contrast to the often expressed view



that the diaspora experience leads to assimilation, Exiles on Main Street traces an arc of return to
Jewish identification and describes a vital and creative Jewish American literary culture.
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