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The Great Debate: Edmund Burke, Thomas Paine, and the Birth of Right-Left Politics
Through Yuval Levin’s Lens

the great debate edmund burke thomas paine and birth of right left yuval levin is
a fascinating exploration into the ideological roots that have shaped modern political
discourse. This enduring clash, originating in the convulsive era of the French Revolution,
pits two towering intellectual figures—Edmund Burke and Thomas Paine—against each
other, laying the groundwork for what we now recognize as the political “right” and “left.”
The historian and political thinker Yuval Levin offers a compelling interpretation of this
foundational debate, helping us understand how these 18th-century disagreements
continue to influence contemporary politics.

The Context of the Great Debate: 18th-Century
Political Upheaval

To fully appreciate the significance of the great debate edmund burke thomas paine and
birth of right left yuval levin highlights, we must step back to the late 1700s, a period
marked by revolutionary fervor and radical change. The French Revolution (1789)
challenged centuries-old monarchies and aristocratic privilege, inspiring thinkers across
Europe and the Americas. It was during this time that Burke and Paine emerged as
emblematic figures representing two divergent responses to revolutionary ideals.

Edmund Burke: The Conservative Voice

Edmund Burke, an Irish statesman and philosopher, is often regarded as the father of
modern conservatism. In his famous work *Reflections on the Revolution in France*
(1790), Burke criticized the radical upheaval and the abstract reasoning underpinning the
revolutionaries’ demands. He emphasized tradition, social order, and the importance of
gradual change, warning against the dangers of dismantling established institutions too
quickly.

Burke believed society was an organic entity, built on historical continuity and inherited
wisdom. He argued that political authority should respect the accumulated experience of
previous generations, cautioning that sudden, sweeping reforms could lead to chaos and
tyranny. His skepticism of utopian ideals and emphasis on prudence would later define the
conservative philosophy.



Thomas Paine: The Revolutionary Radical

In stark contrast, Thomas Paine embodied the radical spirit of the age. A passionate
advocate of individual rights and democratic governance, Paine wrote *The Rights of Man*
(1791) as a direct response to Burke’s critique. He championed the French Revolution as a
necessary step toward liberty and equality, dismissing Burke’s reverence for tradition as a
defense of privilege.

Paine’s arguments centered on natural rights—the idea that all individuals possess
inherent freedoms that no government can justly deny. He supported popular sovereignty,
republicanism, and the dismantling of hereditary rule. For Paine, reason and universal
principles should guide political change, not the inertia of custom.

Yuval Levin’s Interpretation: Bridging Past and
Present

Fast forward to the 21st century, where Yuval Levin, a prominent political thinker and
scholar, revisits the great debate edmund burke thomas paine and birth of right left yuval
levin discusses. Levin explores how this historical clash crystallized the core values of
what we now label “right” and “left” in politics, providing a framework to understand
ongoing ideological disputes.

The Birth of the Right-Left Divide

Levin explains that the right-left distinction originally referred to seating arrangements in
the French National Assembly, but it quickly took on deeper ideological meaning thanks to
thinkers like Burke and Paine. The “right” came to symbolize respect for tradition, social
cohesion, and cautious reform, while the “left” championed equality, individual rights, and
radical change.

This divide is not merely about policy preferences but about fundamentally different ways
of understanding society and political order. Levin emphasizes that Burke’s conservatism
values the complexity of social institutions and the limits of human reason, whereas
Paine’s progressivism prioritizes universal principles and the pursuit of justice.

Modern Implications of the Debate

Levin’s insights help us see that many contemporary political conflicts are echoes of this
original debate. For instance, discussions about the role of government, social welfare,
constitutional interpretation, and national identity often reflect Burkean caution or
Painean idealism.

Understanding the great debate edmund burke thomas paine and birth of right left yuval



levin frames enables citizens and policymakers alike to appreciate the deep philosophical
roots behind their positions. It encourages a more nuanced dialogue that acknowledges
the merits and limitations of both perspectives.

Key Themes Emerging from the Debate

Several enduring themes arise from the clash between Burke and Paine, which remain
relevant in today’s political landscape:

e Tradition vs. Progress: The tension between preserving established institutions
and embracing reform.

e Community vs. Individualism: Burke’s emphasis on social bonds versus Paine’s
focus on individual rights.

e Prudence vs. Idealism: The conservative wariness of unintended consequences
versus the progressive pursuit of principles.

e Authority vs. Popular Sovereignty: The legitimacy of inherited authority
contrasted with democratic participation.

These themes continue to influence debates on issues like constitutional interpretation,
economic policy, and cultural identity.

How to Apply These Insights Today

If you're interested in navigating current political conversations, keeping the great debate
edmund burke thomas paine and birth of right left yuval levin in mind can be invaluable.
Here are a few practical tips:

1. Recognize the philosophical roots: When faced with political arguments, try to
identify whether they stem more from a Burkean or Painean worldview.

2. Balance respect and reform: Appreciate the value of tradition while remaining
open to necessary change.

3. Engage empathetically: Understanding the historical context behind opposing
views can foster more productive discussions.

4. Seek common ground: Despite differences, both perspectives ultimately aim for a
just and stable society.



The Enduring Legacy of Burke and Paine

The great debate edmund burke thomas paine and birth of right left yuval levin explores
remains a cornerstone of political philosophy. Burke’s nuanced conservatism reminds us of
the importance of continuity and prudence, while Paine’s passionate advocacy for rights
and equality inspires ongoing efforts toward justice and democracy.

By revisiting this debate, we not only gain insight into the birth of political ideologies but
also a richer understanding of the challenges and aspirations that shape our world today.
Whether leaning right or left, the dialogue between these two giants continues to inform
and challenge our political imagination.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Great Debate' by Yuval Levin about?

‘The Great Debate' by Yuval Levin explores the foundational political conflict between
Edmund Burke and Thomas Paine, arguing that their differing views gave birth to the
modern political categories of right and left.

Who were Edmund Burke and Thomas Paine in the
context of political philosophy?

Edmund Burke was a British statesman and philosopher known for his conservative
critique of the French Revolution, while Thomas Paine was an influential radical thinker
and writer advocating for revolutionary change and individual rights.

How did Edmund Burke’s ideas contribute to the birth
of the political right?

Burke emphasized tradition, social order, and gradual change, arguing against radical
upheaval, which laid the intellectual groundwork for modern conservatism and the
political right.

In what ways did Thomas Paine influence the
emergence of the political left?

Thomas Paine championed individual rights, equality, and revolutionary change to achieve
social justice, inspiring the development of liberal and left-wing political thought.

Why does Yuval Levin consider the debate between
Burke and Paine the 'birth of right and left'?

Levin posits that the fundamental ideological divide between Burke’s conservatism and
Paine’s radicalism established the core principles that define the contemporary political



right and left.

What are the main themes explored in 'The Great
Debate' by Yuval Levin?

The book examines themes such as tradition versus revolution, order versus equality, and
the role of government and individual rights in shaping society.

How is 'The Great Debate' relevant to contemporary
political discourse?

Levin’s analysis provides insight into the enduring ideological conflicts that continue to
shape modern politics, helping readers understand current debates through the lens of
historical ideas.

What role does historical context play in Levin’s
interpretation of Burke and Paine?

Levin situates Burke and Paine’s ideas within the political upheavals of the 18th century,
particularly the American and French Revolutions, to highlight how their responses to
these events framed their contrasting philosophies.

Can 'The Great Debate' help bridge the divide between
modern right and left political ideologies?

While the book clarifies the origins and principles of both sides, it encourages
understanding and respect for differing viewpoints rather than offering a direct solution to
contemporary political polarization.

Additional Resources

The Great Debate: Edmund Burke, Thomas Paine, and the Birth of Right-Left Politics
Explored by Yuval Levin

the great debate edmund burke thomas paine and birth of right left yuval levin
represents one of the most enduring intellectual conflicts in modern political thought. This
foundational clash between two towering figures of the late 18th century—Edmund Burke
and Thomas Paine—not only shaped the ideological contours of conservatism and
liberalism but also laid the groundwork for the political spectrum’s enduring division into
right and left. Contemporary scholar Yuval Levin’s insightful analysis revitalizes this
historical dialogue, framing it as a pivotal moment that continues to influence political
discourse today.



The Historical Context of the Burke-Paine Debate

The late 18th century was a period marked by revolutionary upheaval and philosophical
ferment. The American and French Revolutions challenged traditional political orders and
raised profound questions about governance, rights, and social change. Edmund Burke
and Thomas Paine emerged as two intellectual giants with sharply divergent responses to
these seismic events.

Burke, often hailed as the father of modern conservatism, cautioned against rapid, radical
change. His reflections on the French Revolution highlighted the dangers of uprooting
established traditions and institutions without regard to historical continuity and social
complexity. Contrarily, Paine championed the cause of universal rights and popular
sovereignty, advocating for an enlightened, egalitarian restructuring of society.

Yuval Levin’s scholarship revisits this debate to examine how these contrasting visions
crystallized into the ideological foundations of the “right” and “left.” Levin’s narrative
situates Burke’s emphasis on order, tradition, and gradual reform as the genesis of
conservative thought, while Paine’s focus on individual rights and democratic activism
signals the emergence of liberal and leftist ideals.

Edmund Burke: Tradition and Prudence in Politics

Burke’s treatise, *Reflections on the Revolution in France* (1790), serves as a manifesto
for cautious governance. He argued that society is a complex organism evolved over
generations, and sudden attempts to dismantle its fabric threaten stability and prosperity.
Burke’s political philosophy underscores:

¢ Respect for Tradition: Institutions embody accumulated wisdom and social
cohesion.
e Incremental Change: Reform should be evolutionary, not revolutionary.

e Social Order: Hierarchies and established roles maintain harmony.

This framework laid the intellectual groundwork for what would become the conservative
right, emphasizing skepticism toward utopian schemes and prioritizing continuity.

Thomas Paine: Radical Rights and Revolutionary
Change

In sharp contrast, Thomas Paine’s *Rights of Man* (1791) defends the legitimacy of
revolution as a means to secure natural rights and democratic governance. Paine’s
arguments highlight:



e Universal Human Rights: Rights are inherent and must be protected by
government.

e Popular Sovereignty: Legitimate political authority derives from the consent of the
governed.

¢ Equality and Progress: Society should strive toward greater justice through active
reform.

Paine’s vision inspired the political left’s commitment to social justice, equality, and the
role of government as an agent of positive change.

Yuval Levin’s Interpretation of the Right-Left
Origins

Yuval Levin, a contemporary political thinker and public intellectual, has extensively
explored the Burke-Paine debate to elucidate the birth of the modern political spectrum.

Levin contends that this historic confrontation embodies a fundamental tension between
two competing conceptions of political order and human nature.

Levin’s Analytical Framework

Levin frames the debate not merely as a historical dispute but as a recurring dialectic that
defines political ideologies:

1. The Conservative Impulse: Rooted in Burke’s recognition of social complexity and
the limits of human reason, emphasizing prudence, inherited wisdom, and skepticism
toward abstract ideals.

2. The Progressive Impulse: Derived from Paine’s faith in rationality, rights, and the
possibility of perfecting society through deliberate action and reform.

In Levin’s view, the right-left divide emerges from these fundamentally different starting
points about how societies should be ordered and how change should be managed.

Contemporary Relevance

Levin argues that understanding the Burke-Paine debate is crucial for navigating today’s
polarized political landscape. The persistent clash between tradition and innovation,



authority and liberty, continuity and reform, echoes the original arguments over two
centuries ago.

Moreover, Levin’s analysis highlights how simplistic binaries fail to capture the nuanced
realities of political ideologies. For example, modern conservatism often integrates
aspects of reform, while progressive movements grapple with the unintended
consequences of rapid change—issues both Burke and Paine anticipated in their own
ways.

Implications for Modern Political Discourse

The great debate edmund burke thomas paine and birth of right left yuval levin unpacks
the ideological lineage that informs many contemporary political conflicts. Recognizing
this lineage allows for a deeper appreciation of the values underpinning political positions
and encourages more informed dialogue.

Balancing Stability and Change

One key insight from this debate is the inherent tension between the need for social
stability and the imperative for political progress. Both Burke and Paine warn against
extremes—whether rigid conservatism that resists necessary adaptation or reckless
radicalism that disregards social cohesion.

Role of Government and Individual Rights

The debate also illuminates differing views on the role of government. Burke’s perspective
favors limited intervention aimed at preserving order, whereas Paine envisions an active
government safeguarding rights and promoting equality. This dichotomy remains central
in contemporary discussions about governance, welfare, and civil liberties.

Lessons for Policy Makers and Citizens

For policymakers, appreciating the origins of right-left politics through Levin’s lens can
inform more nuanced approaches that transcend partisan clichés. Citizens, meanwhile,
can benefit from recognizing the historical depth of these ideological divides, fostering
more empathetic and constructive political engagement.

The Enduring Legacy of the Great Debate

Ultimately, the great debate edmund burke thomas paine and birth of right left yuval levin
encapsulates a foundational moment in political thought that continues to resonate. As



modern societies confront challenges such as globalization, technological change, and
social fragmentation, revisiting this debate offers valuable perspectives on balancing
continuity with innovation.

Yuval Levin’s scholarship serves as a bridge connecting past and present, encouraging a
critical examination of political assumptions and an appreciation for the complexity of
ideological identities. In doing so, it reaffirms that the dialogue between Burke and Paine
is not merely historical but a living conversation shaping the contours of democratic
governance and political philosophy today.

The Great Debate Edmund Burke Thomas Paine And Birth Of
Right Left Yuval Levin

the great debate edmund burke thomas paine and birth of right left yuval levin: The
Great Debate Yuval Levin, 2013-12-03 For more than two centuries, our political life has been
divided between a party of progress and a party of conservation. In The Great Debate, Yuval Levin
explores the origins of the left/right divide by examining the views of the men who best represented
each side of that debate at its outset: Edmund Burke and Thomas Paine. In a groundbreaking
exploration of the roots of our political order, Levin shows that American partisanship originated in
the debates over the French Revolution, fueled by the fiery rhetoric of these ideological titans. Levin
masterfully shows how Burke's and Paine’s differing views, a reforming conservatism and a
restoring progressivism, continue to shape our current political discourse—on issues ranging from
abortion to welfare, education, economics, and beyond. Essential reading for anyone seeking to
understand Washington’s often acrimonious rifts, The Great Debate offers a profound examination of
what conservatism, liberalism, and the debate between them truly amount to.

the great debate edmund burke thomas paine and birth of right left yuval levin: The
Myth of Left and Right Hyrum Smith Lewis, Verlan Lewis, 2023 A groundbreaking argument that the
political spectrum today is inadequate to twenty-first century America and a major source of the
confusion and hostility that characterize contemporary political discourse.As American politics
descends into a battle of anger and hostility between two groups called left and right, people
increasingly ask: What is the essential difference between these two ideological groups? In The Myth
of Left and Right, Hyrum Lewis and Verlan Lewis provide the surprising answer: nothing. As the
authors argue, there is no enduring philosophy, disposition, or essence uniting the various positions
associated with the liberal and conservative ideologies of today. Far from being an eternal dividing
line of American politics, the political spectrum came to the United States in the 1920s and, since
then, left and right have evolved in so many unpredictable and even contradictory ways that there is
currently nothing other than tribal loyalty holding together the many disparate positions that fly
under the banners of liberal and conservative. Powerfully argued and cutting against the grain of
most scholarship on polarization in America, this book shows why the idea that the political
spectrum measures deeply held worldviews is the central political myth of our time and a major
cause of the confusion and vitriol that characterize public discourse.

the great debate edmund burke thomas paine and birth of right left yuval levin: The
Political Right and Equality Matthew McManus, 2023-07-21 McManus presents an intellectual
history of the conservative and reactionary tradition, stretching from Aristotle and Filmer to
Alexander Dugin and Patrick Deneen. Providing a comprehensive critical genealogy of the
intellectual political right, McManus traces its core to a nostalgia for the hierarchical cosmos of
antiquarian and scholastic thinking. The yearning for a shared vision of the universe where each
part of reality has its place maps onto the conservative admiration for orderly political and social
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stratification. It stamps even the more moderate forms of liberal conservatism which emerged in the
aftermath of the revolutionary 18th century, as the political right struggled to accept and later
master first the politics of liberal capitalism and later universal suffrage. In its most radical forms
this nostalgia for an orderly and hierarchical existence can harden into a resentment at the
perceived shallowness of liberal modernity. McManus argues for those who support the project of
modernity to commit themselves to better understanding the depth of the political right’s critiques,
many of which expose uncomfortable but solvable problems with the quest for equality and freedom.
A critical guide to the history of conservative and reactionary thought for students and scholars of
political science and political history. While there are a lot of competing explanations for the
contemporary rise of right-wing forces, Matt McManus’ new book suggests that it is hostility to
equality that actually unites the right. Zeroing in on key intellectuals and writers, McManus, in a
sharply written text, offers a compelling explanation for the disproportionate intensity of right-wing
grievance politics.

the great debate edmund burke thomas paine and birth of right left yuval levin: The
Political Theory of Liberal Socialism Matthew McManus, 2024-11-22 McManus presents a
comprehensive guide to the liberal socialist tradition, stretching from Mary Wollstonecraft and
Thomas Paine through John Stuart Mill to Irving Howe, John Rawls, and Charles Mills. Providing a
comprehensive critical genealogy of liberal socialism from a sympathetic but critical standpoint,
McManus traces its core to the Revolutionary period that catalyzed major divisions in liberal
political theory to the French Revolution that saw the emergence of writers like Mary Wollstonecraft
and Thomas Paine who argued that liberal principles could only be inadequately instantiated in a
society with high levels of material and social inequality to John Stuart Mill, the first major thinker
who declared himself a liberal and a socialist and who made major contributions to both traditions
through his efforts to synthesize and conciliate them. McManus argues for liberal socialism as a
political theory which could truly secure equality and liberty for all. An essential book on the
tradition of liberal socialism for students, researchers, and scholars of political science and
humanities.

the great debate edmund burke thomas paine and birth of right left yuval levin: An
Analysis of Thomas Paine's Rights of Man Mariana Assis, Jason Xidias, 2017-07-05 Thomas Paine’s
1791 Rights of Man is an impassioned political tract showing how the critical thinking skills of
evaluation and reasoning can, and must, be applied to contentious issues. Divided into two parts,
Rights of Man is, first, a response to Edmund Burke’s arguments against the French Revolution, put
forward in his Reflections on the Revolution in France - also available in the Macat Library - and,
second, an argument for how to run a fair and just society. The first part is a sustained performance
in evaluation: Paine takes Burke’s arguments, and systematically exposes the ways in which Burke’s
reasons against revolution are inadequate compared to the necessity of having a just society run
according to a universal notion of people’s rights as individuals. The second part turns to an
examination of different political systems, setting out a powerfully-structured argument for universal
rights, a clear constitution enshrined in law, and a universal right to vote. Though Paine is in many
ways a stronger rhetorician than he is a clear thinker, his reasons for preferring democracy to
hereditary forms of government are compelling, coherent and clear. Rights of Man is a masterclass
in how to use good reasoning to present a persuasive argument.

the great debate edmund burke thomas paine and birth of right left yuval levin:
Comparative Political Theory in Time and Place Daniel J. Kapust, Helen M. Kinsella, 2016-11-08 This
book explores comparative political theory through the study of a range of places and periods with
contributions from a diverse group of scholars. The volume builds on recent work in political theory,
seeking to focus scholarly attention on non-Western thought in order to contribute to both political
theory and our understanding of the modern globalized world. Featuring discussions of international
law and imperialism, regions such as South Asia and Latin America, religions such as Buddhism and
Islam, along with imperialism and revolution, the volume also includes an overview of comparative
political theory. Contributing scholars deploy a variety of methodological and interpretive




approaches, ranging from archival research to fieldwork to close studies of texts in the original
language. The volume elucidates the pluralism and dissensus that characterizes both cross-national
and intra-national political thought.

the great debate edmund burke thomas paine and birth of right left yuval levin:
Revolution and Constitutionalism in Britain and the U.S. David A. J. Richards, 2023-10-02 In
Revolution and Constitutionalism in Britain and the U.S.: Burke and Madison and Their
Contemporary Legacies, David A. ]J. Richards offers an investigative comparison of two central
figures in late eighteenth-century constitutionalism, Edmund Burke and James Madison, at a time
when two great constitutional experiments were in play: the Constitution of the Glorious Revolution
of 1688 and the U.S. Constitution of 1787. Richards assesses how much, as liberal Lockean
constitutionalists, Burke and Madison shared and yet differed regarding violent revolution, offering
three pathbreaking and original contributions about Burke’s importance. First, the book defends
Burke as a central figure in the development and understanding of liberal constitutionalism; second,
it explores the psychology that led to his liberal voice, including Burke’s own long-term loving
relationship to another man; and third, it shows how Burke’s understanding of the political
psychology of the violence of “political religions” is an enduring contribution to understanding
fascist threats to political liberalism from the eighteenth-century onwards, including the
contemporary constitutional crises in the U.S. and U.K. deriving from populist movements. Mixing
thorough research with personal experiences, this book will be an invaluable resource to scholars of
political science and theory, constitutional law, history, political psychology, and LGBTQ+ issues.

the great debate edmund burke thomas paine and birth of right left yuval levin: Why We
Are Restless Benjamin Storey, Jenna Silber Storey, 2022-10-25 A compelling exploration of how our
pursuit of happiness makes us unhappy We live in an age of unprecedented prosperity, yet
everywhere we see signs that our pursuit of happiness has proven fruitless. Dissatisfied, we seek
change for the sake of change—even if it means undermining the foundations of our common life. In
Why We Are Restless, Benjamin and Jenna Storey offer a profound and beautiful reflection on the
roots of this malaise and examine how we might begin to cure ourselves. Drawing on the insights of
Montaigne, Pascal, Rousseau, and Tocqueville, Why We Are Restless explores the modern vision of
happiness that leads us on, and the disquiet that follows it like a lengthening shadow. In the
sixteenth century, Montaigne articulated an original vision of human life that inspired people to see
themselves as individuals dedicated to seeking contentment in the here and now, but Pascal argued
that we cannot find happiness through pleasant self-seeking, only anguished God-seeking. Rousseau
later tried and failed to rescue Montaigne’s worldliness from Pascal’s attack. Steeped in these
debates, Tocqueville visited the United States in 1831 and, observing a people “restless in the midst
of their well-being,” discovered what happens when an entire nation seeks worldly
contentment—and finds mostly discontent. Arguing that the philosophy we have inherited, despite
pretending to let us live as we please, produces remarkably homogenous and unhappy lives, Why We
Are Restless makes the case that finding true contentment requires rethinking our most basic
assumptions about happiness.

the great debate edmund burke thomas paine and birth of right left yuval levin: The
Authority of Virtue Tristan ]J. Rogers, 2020-11-09 This book provides a unified account of the
connection between justice and the good life. It argues that the virtues of character require
institutions, while good institutions enable persons to live together virtuously. Although virtue ethics
and political philosophy are rich and sophisticated philosophical traditions, there has been an
unfortunate divergence, in theory and practice, between the virtues of character and the virtues of
institutions. This book has two primary purposes. First, it reorients political philosophy around the
concept of the good life. To do so, the author addresses the problem of political authority from a
virtue ethics perspective. He also considers whether a political theory oriented around the good life
is compatible with Rawls’s notion of reasonable pluralism. Second, the book explains the relationship
between the virtues of institutions and the virtues of character. The author shows how institutions
support the development and exercise of the virtues of character, while examining specific



other-regarding virtues such as justice and friendship. The Authority of Virtue will appeal to scholars
and advanced students working in virtue ethics, social and political philosophy, ancient philosophy,
and political theory.

the great debate edmund burke thomas paine and birth of right left yuval levin: Two
Men from Babylon Wallace Henley, 2020-06-15 What roles do King Nebuchadnezzar, ruler of
ancient Babylon, and Donald J. Trump, 45th president of the United States, play in God furthering
His kingdom? In Two Men from Babylon, Wallace Henley brings into perspective how God uses
unlikely leaders to bring about His plans and purpose. Here is a masterfully constructed book that
tears the camouflage off our times and looks intensely at what is going on in our crazy era on the eve
of a year of destiny—and perhaps for civilization itself. Here you will: Consider the possibility that
God made Donald Trump president Learn where the “age of Trump” might fit into history Get a feel
for the White House Mystique” Sense the spiritual atmosphere of the Oval Office Discover the
strategic role of the church related to politics Understand why places of great power are vulnerable
to demonic attack . . . and much more The heart of this book is found in two Scripture passages, “It
is God who changes the times and the epochs; He removes kings and establishes kings” (Daniel
2:21); and “This Gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all the
nations and then the end will come” (Matthew 24:14). Two Men from Babylon summarizes the truth
of these verses in revealing that God has grand purposes for time and history; there are
manifestations of the kingdom that appear throughout finite time and history; the church is the
primary agent for the expansion of this kingdom; nations are of strategic importance in the
fulfillment of God’s plan; and it is God who establishes and removes the leaders of those nations.
Thus, the Lord of History is the focus of this book, but Nebuchadnezzar and Donald Trump play an
essential role in His story.

the great debate edmund burke thomas paine and birth of right left yuval levin:
Inclusive Economic Theory Ralph William (Bill) Pfouts, Steven Rosefielde, 2014-11-27 The goal of
“Inclusive Economics” is to tie together various authoritative strands of contemporary economic
theory into an easily comprehensible whole that illuminates the need for a broader approach to
contemporary economic policymaking undistorted by obsolete 18th century rationalist assumptions
about utility, ethics, worthiness and traditional culture. This is accomplished by elaborating the
rationalist competitive ideal along the optimizing lines pioneered by Paul Samuelson (neoclassical
economics); plumbing modifications necessitated by Herbert Simon's realist concepts of “bounded
rationality” and “satisficing”; refined further by applying a pragmatist outlook to probe the
consequences of relaxing Enlightenment teleological, ethical, spiritual and cultural taboos. The
exercise will explain why competitive market economies guided by rational utility-seeking invariably
are less productive, efficient, just and beneficent than most theorists concede, and will illuminate
the full range of interventions needed to achieve better outcomes. We call this program in its
entirety “Inclusive Economics”, including the integration of micro and macroeconomics.

the great debate edmund burke thomas paine and birth of right left yuval levin:
American Guy Saul Levmore, Martha Craven Nussbaum, 2014 This text examines American norms of
masculinity and their role in the law, with essays from legal academics, literary scholars, and judges.
Together, these papers reinvigorate the law-and-literature movement by bringing a range of
methodological and disciplinary perspectives to bear on the complex interactions of masculinity with
both law and literature - ultimately shedding light on all three.

the great debate edmund burke thomas paine and birth of right left yuval levin: The
Whigs' America Joseph W. Pearson, 2020-09-01 Passionate political disagreement is as old as the
American Republic, and the antebellum era—the thirty years before the Civil War—was as rife with
partisan discord as any in our history. From 1834 to 1856, the Whigs battled their opponents, the
Jacksonian Democrats, for offices, prestige, and power. The partisan expression of America's rising
middle class, the Whigs boasted such famous members as Henry Clay, Daniel Webster, and William
Henry Seward, and the party supported tariffs, banks, internal improvements, moral reform, and
public education. In The Whigs' America, Joseph W. Pearson explores a variety of topics, including



the Whigs' understanding of the role of the individual in American politics, their perceptions of
political power and the rule of law, and their impressions of the past and what should be learned
from history. Long dismissed as a party bereft of ideas, Pearson provides a counterbalance to this
trend through an attentive examination of writings from party leaders, contemporaneous
newspapers, and other sources. Throughout, he shows that the party attracted optimistic Americans
seeking achievement, community, and meaning through collaborative effort and self-control in a
world growing more and more impersonal. Pearson effectively demonstrates that, while the Whigs
never achieved the electoral success of their opponents, they were rich with ideas. His detailed
study adds complexity and nuance to the history of the antebellum era by illuminating significant
aspects of a deeply felt, shared culture that informed and shaped a changing nation.

the great debate edmund burke thomas paine and birth of right left yuval levin: Suicide
of the West Jonah Goldberg, 2020-01-14 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER ¢ An urgent argument
that America and other democracies are in peril because they have lost the will to defend the values
and institutions that sustain freedom and prosperity. Now updated with a new preface! “Epic and
debate-shifting.”—David Brooks, New York Times Only once in the last 250,000 years have humans
stumbled upon a way to lift ourselves out of the endless cycle of poverty, hunger, and war that
defines most of history. If democracy, individualism, and the free market were humankind'’s destiny,
they should have appeared and taken hold a bit earlier in the evolutionary record. The emergence of
freedom and prosperity was nothing short of a miracle. As Americans we are doubly blessed,
because the radical ideas that made the miracle possible were written not just into the Constitution
but in our hearts, laying the groundwork for our uniquely prosperous society. Those ideas are: * Our
rights come from God, not from the government. * The government belongs to us; we do not belong
to it. « The individual is sovereign. We are all captains of our own souls, not bound by the
circumstances of our birth. ¢ The fruits of our labors belong to us. In the last few decades, these
political virtues have been turned into vices. As we are increasingly taught to view our traditions as
a system of oppression, exploitation, and privilege, the principles of liberty and the rule of law are
under attack from left and right. For the West to survive, we must renew our sense of gratitude for
what our civilization has given us and rediscover the ideals and habits of the heart that led us out of
the bloody muck of the past—or back to the muck we will go.

the great debate edmund burke thomas paine and birth of right left yuval levin:
American Character Colin Woodard, 2017-03-14 The author of American Nations examines the
history of and solutions to the key American question: how best to reconcile individual liberty with
the maintenance of a free society The struggle between individual rights and the good of the
community as a whole has been the basis of nearly every major disagreement in our history, from
the debates at the Constitutional Convention and in the run up to the Civil War to the fights
surrounding the agendas of the Federalists, the Progressives, the New Dealers, the civil rights
movement, and the Tea Party. In American Character, Colin Woodard traces these two key strands
in American politics through the four centuries of the nation’s existence, from the first colonies
through the Gilded Age, Great Depression and the present day, and he explores how different
regions of the country have successfully or disastrously accommodated them. The independent
streak found its most pernicious form in the antebellum South but was balanced in the Gilded Age by
communitarian reform efforts; the New Deal was an example of a successful coalition between
communitarian-minded Eastern elites and Southerners. Woodard argues that maintaining a liberal
democracy, a society where mass human freedom is possible, requires finding a balance between
protecting individual liberty and nurturing a free society. Going to either libertarian or collectivist
extremes results in tyranny. But where does the “sweet spot” lie in the United States, a federation of
disparate regional cultures that have always strongly disagreed on these issues? Woodard leads
readers on a riveting and revealing journey through four centuries of struggle, experimentation,
successes and failures to provide an answer. His historically informed and pragmatic suggestions on
how to achieve this balance and break the nation’s political deadlock will be of interest to anyone
who cares about the current American predicament—political, ideological, and sociological.



the great debate edmund burke thomas paine and birth of right left yuval levin: The
Ideology of Political Reactionaries Richard Shorten, 2021-12-30 The Ideology of Political
Reactionaries offers a new perspective on the beliefs reactionaries share, presenting a theory of
reactionary ideology in the process. Rather than taking self-contradictions in the reactionary
imagination as a reason for diminishment, complexity is taken as a challenge. The book argues that
the features that unite reactionaries lie in rhetoric. Reactionaries make three persuasive appeals: to
decadence, conspiracy, and indignation. They also display some recurrent styles. The book’s
rhetorical approach entails a critique of the alternative approaches to reactionary politics (dubbed
as ‘dispositional’, ‘sociological’, and ‘conceptual’). At the heart of the book is the textual analysis of
the writings of a range of figures who are chosen in deliberate diversity and who have interacted
with political audiences in different eras and settings: Edmund Burke, Joseph de Maistre, Sarah
Palin, Donald Trump, Adolf Hitler, Eric Zemmour, Joe McCarthy, Anders Breivik, and Nigel Farage.
Analysis of their writings helps the book to reckon with some particular puzzles of ideologies and
rhetoric. These puzzles include the proximity of reactionaries to conservatism, the ambiguity of their
nostalgia, the myth of their essential charisma, and the apparent fetishisation of facts. The Ideology
of Political Reactionaries ought to interest anyone concerned about current ideological trends and,
in particular, students and scholars of politics and history.

the great debate edmund burke thomas paine and birth of right left yuval levin:
Revisions and Dissents Paul Gottfried, 2017-04-15 Paul Gottfried's critical engagement with
political correctness is well known. The essays in Revisions and Dissents focus on a range of topics
in European intellectual and political history, social theory, and the history of modern political
movements. With subjects as varied as Robert Nisbet, Whig history, the European Union election of
2014, and Donald Trump, the essays are tied together by their strenuous confrontation with
historians and journalists whose claims about the past no longer receive critical scrutiny. According
to Gottfried, successful writers on historical topics take advantage of political orthodoxy and/or
widespread ignorance to present questionable platitudes as self-evident historical judgments. New
research ceases to be of importance in determining accepted interpretations. What remains decisive,
Gottfried maintains, is whether the favored view fits the political and emotional needs of what he
calls verbalizing elites. In this highly politicized age, Gottfried argues, it is necessary to re-examine
these prevalent interpretations of the past. He does so in this engaging volume, which will appeal to
general readers interested in political and intellectual history.

the great debate edmund burke thomas paine and birth of right left yuval levin:
Reflections on the Revolution in France and Other Writings Edmund Burke, 2015-11-03 The
most important works of Edmund Burke, the greatest political thinker of the past three centuries,
are gathered here in one comprehensive volume. Accompanying his influential masterpiece,
Reflections on the Revolution in France, is a selection of pamphlets, speeches, public letters, private
correspondence and, for the first time, two important and previously uncollected early essays.
Philosopher, statesman, and founder of conservatism, Burke was a dazzling orator and a visionary
theorist who spent his long political career fighting abuses of power. He wrote at a time of great
change, against the backdrop of the revolt of the American colonies, the expansion of the British
Empire, the collapse of Ireland, and the French Revolution. Burke argued passionately in support of
the American revolutionaries and in equally impassioned opposition to the horrors of the unfolding
French Revolution. Making a case for upholding established rights and customs, and advocating
incremental reform rather than radical revolutionary change, Burke’s writings have profoundly
influenced modern democracies up to the present day. Edited and Introduced by Jesse Norman.

the great debate edmund burke thomas paine and birth of right left yuval levin:
American Conservatism Sanford V. Levinson, Joel Parker, Melissa S. Williams, 2016-05-17 About half
of the essays date back to panels of the American Society for Political and Legal Philosophy that
were held in January of 2007 (at the annual meeting of the American Association of Law Schools; the
remainder were delivered at a conference held at the University of Texas Law in September
2012--Preface.




the great debate edmund burke thomas paine and birth of right left yuval levin: The
Reformer Stephen F. Williams, 2017-11-07 Besides absolutists of the right (the tsar and his
adherents) and left (Lenin and his fellow Bolsheviks), the Russian political landscape in 1917
featured moderates seeking liberal reform and a rapid evolution towards a constitutional monarchy.
Vasily Maklakov, a lawyer, legislator and public intellectual, was among the most prominent of
these, and the most articulate and sophisticated advocate of the rule of law, the linchpin of
liberalism. This book tells the story of his efforts and his analysis of the reasons for their ultimate
failure. It is thus, in part, an example for movements seeking to liberalize authoritarian countries
today—both as a warning and a guide. Although never a cabinet member or the head of his political
party—the Constitutional Democrats or “Kadets”—Maklakov was deeply involved in most of the
political events of the period. He was defense counsel for individuals resisting the regime (or
charged simply for being of the wrong ethnicity, such as Menahem Beilis, sometimes considered the
Russian Dreyfus). He was continuously a member of the Kadets’ central committee and their most
compelling orator. As a somewhat maverick (and moderate) Kadet, he stood not only between the
country’s absolute extremes (the reactionary monarchists and the revolutionaries), but also between
the two more or less liberal centrist parties, the Kadets on the center left, and the Octobrists on the
center right. As a member of the Second, Third and Fourth Dumas (1907-1917), he advocated a wide
range of reforms, especially in the realms of religious freedom, national minorities, judicial
independence, citizens’ judicial remedies, and peasant rights.
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