
the gentlemans guide to vice and virtue

The Gentleman's Guide to Vice and Virtue: A Journey Through Charm, Adventure, and Self-Discovery

the gentlemans guide to vice and virtue is more than just a title—it’s an invitation to explore a richly
woven narrative that combines history, romance, and personal growth. This captivating story, originally a
bestselling novel and later adapted into a vibrant video game, has captured the imaginations of readers and
gamers alike. But beyond its surface, the gentlemans guide to vice and virtue offers deeper insights into
the complexities of human nature, the allure of adventure, and the timeless struggle between indulgence
and restraint.

Whether you’re a fan of historical fiction, a lover of intricate storytelling, or simply curious about what
makes this tale so compelling, this article will walk you through the essential elements that define the
gentlemans guide to vice and virtue. Along the way, we’ll delve into its themes, characters, and the
unique blend of vice and virtue that shapes the journey of its protagonist.

Understanding the Essence of The Gentleman's Guide to Vice
and Virtue

At its core, the gentlemans guide to vice and virtue is a coming-of-age story set against the backdrop of
18th-century Europe. It follows Monty, a charming and reckless young nobleman, as he embarks on a
grand tour of the continent. This journey is not just geographical but deeply personal, filled with moments
of reckless abandon (vice) and heartfelt growth (virtue).

The Historical and Cultural Setting

One of the most enticing aspects of the gentlemans guide to vice and virtue is its vivid historical setting.
The 1700s were a time of enlightenment, exploration, and social rigidity. The novel and its adaptations
immerse audiences in this era, bringing to life the lavish parties, intricate social customs, and the tension
between societal expectations and personal desires.

This historical context enriches the narrative, making the protagonist’s struggles and triumphs feel
authentic. Readers and players get a glimpse of the challenges faced by young aristocrats: balancing duty
with freedom, navigating complex relationships, and seeking identity amidst rigid class structures.



Exploring Themes of Vice and Virtue

The title itself hints at the central tension within the story: the interplay of vice and virtue. Monty’s
character is a fascinating study in contradictions. He is charming yet flawed, adventurous yet burdened by
his family’s expectations. His vices—gambling, drinking, and reckless behavior—are balanced by moments
of kindness, loyalty, and courage.

This duality reflects a universal human experience. Everyone wrestles with their own temptations and
moral compass. The gentlemans guide to vice and virtue does not shy away from showing its protagonist’s
imperfections, making his journey toward growth feel relatable and inspiring.

The Characters That Bring the Story to Life

No story is complete without memorable characters, and the gentlemans guide to vice and virtue boasts a
cast that is as diverse as it is engaging. Each character contributes to the narrative’s richness, offering
different perspectives on love, friendship, and identity.

Monty: The Flawed Hero

Montague “Monty” Fox is the heart of the story. His wit and charm make him instantly likable, but it’s his
vulnerabilities that truly draw readers in. Monty’s struggle with his sexuality, his desire for freedom, and
the shadow of his family’s expectations create a layered character who feels real and compelling.

His journey is not just about external adventures but internal acceptance and courage. Monty’s growth
embodies the essence of the gentlemans guide to vice and virtue: embracing one’s flaws while striving for
personal betterment.

Lady Percy and Percy: The Loyal Companions

Monty’s companions add depth and warmth to the story. Lady Percy, his sister, is a strong, intelligent
woman challenging the norms of her time. Percy, Monty’s best friend and secret love interest, brings
complexity and emotional resonance to the narrative.

Their relationships highlight themes of loyalty, love, and the courage to defy societal constraints. These
characters are not mere sidekicks; they are integral to Monty’s journey and the unfolding of the story’s
central themes.



The Appeal of The Gentleman's Guide to Vice and Virtue in
Modern Times

The enduring popularity of the gentlemans guide to vice and virtue can be attributed to its ability to
resonate with contemporary audiences despite its historical setting. Its exploration of identity, freedom, and
self-acceptance strikes a chord in today’s world where these themes remain highly relevant.

A Story of Self-Discovery and Acceptance

In an era increasingly focused on individuality and authenticity, Monty’s journey toward embracing his
true self feels especially poignant. The narrative encourages readers to confront their own vices and virtues
without shame, promoting a message of compassion and understanding.

This aspect has made the gentlemans guide to vice and virtue a beloved story not just for its entertainment
value but also for its emotional impact.

Interactive Storytelling Through Gaming

The adaptation of the gentlemans guide to vice and virtue into a video game has opened the story to a new
audience. The game blends narrative choices with role-playing elements, allowing players to shape
Monty’s path. This interactive format enhances engagement and offers a unique way to experience the
themes of vice and virtue firsthand.

Players must make decisions that reflect their interpretation of morality, loyalty, and love, deepening the
connection to the story and its characters.

Lessons from The Gentleman's Guide to Vice and Virtue

Beyond being an entertaining tale, the gentlemans guide to vice and virtue offers valuable insights that
readers and players can apply in their own lives.

Embracing Imperfection

Monty’s character teaches us that imperfection is part of being human. Rather than hiding flaws, embracing
them with honesty can lead to growth and deeper relationships.



The Importance of Friendship and Loyalty

The bonds between Monty, Percy, and Lady Percy remind us that true friendship involves acceptance,
support, and sometimes difficult honesty. These relationships provide a foundation for personal growth and
resilience.

Balancing Indulgence with Responsibility

The tension between vice and virtue in the story serves as a metaphor for the balance we all seek in
life—enjoying pleasures without losing sight of our values and goals.

Where to Experience The Gentleman's Guide to Vice and Virtue

For those intrigued by the gentlemans guide to vice and virtue, there are multiple ways to dive into this
captivating world.

The Novel: Mary Robinette Kowal’s original book offers rich prose and deep character exploration.

The Video Game: An interactive experience that lets you influence Monty’s decisions and
relationships.

Adaptations and Fan Communities: Online forums, fan art, and discussions provide additional layers of
enjoyment and connection.

Engaging with the story across these mediums can provide a fuller appreciation of its themes and
characters.

Exploring the gentlemans guide to vice and virtue reveals a timeless narrative about the complexities of
growing up, the allure of adventure, and the courage to live authentically. Whether through the pages of a
book or the choices made in a game, this tale invites us all to reflect on our own vices and virtues as we
navigate life’s journey.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is 'The Gentleman's Guide to Vice and Virtue' about?
It is a young adult historical fiction novel by Mackenzi Lee that follows Monty, a young British lord, on a
grand tour of Europe in the 18th century, exploring themes of adventure, identity, and romance.

Who is the main character in 'The Gentleman's Guide to Vice and
Virtue'?
The main character is Montague 'Monty' Montague, a charming and reckless young lord with a penchant
for mischief and adventure.

What themes are explored in 'The Gentleman's Guide to Vice and
Virtue'?
The novel explores themes such as self-discovery, LGBTQ+ identity, friendship, love, privilege, and
societal expectations in the 18th century.

Is 'The Gentleman's Guide to Vice and Virtue' part of a series?
Yes, it is the first book in a trilogy, followed by 'The Lady's Guide to Petticoats and Piracy' and 'The
Nobleman's Guide to Scandal and Shipwrecks.'

How does 'The Gentleman's Guide to Vice and Virtue' portray LGBTQ+
representation?
The novel features a bisexual protagonist and includes diverse LGBTQ+ characters, offering positive and
nuanced representation within historical fiction.

What is the significance of the 'Grand Tour' in the story?
The Grand Tour serves as the backdrop for Monty's journey, symbolizing a rite of passage and an
opportunity for personal growth and adventure across Europe.

Who are Monty's companions on his journey?
Monty is accompanied by his best friend Percy, who has a secret crush on him, and his sister Felicity, who
challenges gender norms of the era.

Has 'The Gentleman's Guide to Vice and Virtue' received any awards?
Yes, the novel won the 2017 Stonewall Book Award for its outstanding LGBTQ+ representation and was a
New York Times bestseller.



What genre does 'The Gentleman's Guide to Vice and Virtue' belong to?
It is a historical fiction novel with elements of adventure, romance, and coming-of-age.

How does Mackenzi Lee incorporate historical details into the novel?
Mackenzi Lee weaves authentic 18th-century settings, social customs, and historical events into the
narrative, enriching the story while maintaining engaging and accessible prose.

Additional Resources
The Gentleman’s Guide to Vice and Virtue: A Critical Exploration of the Acclaimed Musical

the gentlemans guide to vice and virtue has emerged as a standout work in the landscape of modern
musical theatre. Since its Broadway debut in 2017, this Tony Award-winning production has captivated
audiences and critics alike with its unique blend of historical adventure, witty storytelling, and complex
character dynamics. Adapted from Mackenzi Lee’s novel "The Gentleman's Guide to Vice and Virtue," the
musical combines elements of comedy, romance, and drama, creating a richly layered narrative that
explores themes of identity, friendship, and self-discovery.

Background and Origins

At its core, the gentlemans guide to vice and virtue is a coming-of-age story set in the 18th century,
following the escapades of Henry “Monty” Montague, a young British lord. Monty embarks on a grand tour
of Europe with his best friend Percy and his sister Felicity. What begins as a typical aristocratic adventure
soon spirals into a thrilling journey filled with danger, romance, and personal growth. The musical’s
creators—Robert L. Freedman (book) and Steven Lutvak (music and lyrics)—crafted a score that juxtaposes
period influences with modern musical theatre sensibilities, making it appealing to contemporary audiences
while maintaining historical flavor.

In-Depth Analysis of Themes and Narrative

One of the most striking aspects of the gentlemans guide to vice and virtue is its nuanced handling of
themes such as sexuality, mental health, and societal expectations. Unlike many period stories that may
gloss over or sanitize such issues, this musical addresses them head-on, particularly through Monty’s
character. Monty’s bisexuality is portrayed openly and unapologetically, a significant step forward in
representation within mainstream theatre. This aspect is not presented as a mere plot device but is integral
to his identity and the story’s emotional core.



Additionally, the musical explores the dynamics of privilege and class. The characters’ aristocratic
backgrounds are not idealized but are shown with complexities, including Monty’s struggles with the
expectations placed on him by family and society. The interplay between vice and virtue is central,
reflecting the tension between indulgence and morality that defines the protagonist’s journey.

Character Development and Performances

The gentlemans guide to vice and virtue thrives on its well-crafted characters. Monty, as the flawed yet
charismatic lead, offers a refreshing break from traditional heroic archetypes. His vulnerabilities, such as his
struggles with epilepsy and insecurities about his future, lend authenticity and depth. Percy, Monty’s loyal
and protective friend, provides both comic relief and emotional grounding, while Felicity challenges
gender norms of the era, aspiring to be a doctor despite societal limitations.

The original Broadway cast, led by Andrew Rannells as Monty, received acclaim for their performances,
with particular praise for their chemistry and vocal prowess. The musical numbers range from exuberant
ensemble pieces to intimate solos that reveal inner conflicts, showcasing the cast’s versatility.

Musical Composition and Staging

Musically, the gentlemans guide to vice and virtue stands out for its eclectic score that blends baroque
stylings with contemporary pop and jazz influences. Songs like “The Only Thing You’re Qualified For” and
“Louis, I’m a Prince” employ witty lyrics and catchy melodies that both entertain and advance the plot.
The orchestration supports the period setting while maintaining an accessible and lively sound.

Staging and choreography contribute significantly to the show’s appeal. The production features dynamic
set designs that evoke various European locales, coupled with inventive lighting and costume design that
reflect character identities and transformations. Choreographer Kelly Devine’s work adds energy and
humor, particularly in ensemble numbers that capture the chaotic spirit of Monty’s adventures.

Comparisons to Other Contemporary Musicals

In the context of contemporary musical theatre, the gentlemans guide to vice and virtue occupies a unique
niche. While other recent works such as "Hamilton" and "Dear Evan Hansen" have focused on political
history or mental health, respectively, this musical carves out space for inclusive storytelling within a
historical framework. Its candid exploration of LGBTQ+ themes alongside period storytelling is relatively
rare, setting it apart from traditional British historical dramas or romantic musicals.

Unlike some musicals that rely heavily on spectacle, the gentlemans guide emphasizes character-driven



storytelling and sharp dialogue. This approach resonates with audiences seeking both entertainment and
meaningful representation.

Reception and Impact

Critically, the gentlemans guide to vice and virtue garnered positive reviews for its fresh take on a
historical narrative and its progressive themes. It won the 2014 Tony Award for Best Musical and received
nominations in multiple categories, reflecting its artistic merit. Audience reception has been equally
enthusiastic, with many praising its humor, heart, and inclusivity.

The musical’s impact extends beyond the theatre community into discussions about diversity and
representation in the arts. Its success signals a growing appetite for stories that challenge conventional
norms and embrace complexity in characters and themes.

Strengths and Limitations

Strengths: Inclusive storytelling, strong character development, engaging score, and innovative
staging.

Limitations: Some critics note pacing issues in the second act, and the historical setting may feel less
accessible to audiences unfamiliar with the period.

Nevertheless, the gentlemans guide to vice and virtue remains a compelling example of how musical
theatre can evolve to reflect contemporary values while honoring its historical roots.

Exploring the gentlemans guide to vice and virtue offers valuable insights into the ways modern musicals
can blend entertainment with thoughtful social commentary. Its enduring popularity underscores the
importance of diverse narratives and innovative artistic approaches in shaping the future of theatre.

The Gentlemans Guide To Vice And Virtue

  the gentlemans guide to vice and virtue: The Gentleman's Guide to Vice and Virtue Mackenzi
Lee, 2017-06-27 A Kirkus Prize nominee and Stonewall Honor winner with 5 starred reviews! A New
York Times bestseller! Named one of the best books of 2017 by NPR and the New York Public
Library! The queer teen historical you didn’t know was missing from your life.”—Teen Vogue A
stunning powerhouse of a story.—School Library Journal A gleeful romp through history.—ALA

https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-145/the-gentlemans-guide-to-vice-and-virtue.pdf


Booklist A young bisexual British lord embarks on an unforgettable Grand Tour of Europe with his
best friend/secret crush. An 18th-century romantic adventure for the modern age written by This
Monstrous Thing author Mackenzi Lee—Simon vs. the Homo Sapiens Agenda meets the 1700s.
Henry “Monty” Montague doesn’t care that his roguish passions are far from suitable for the
gentleman he was born to be. But as Monty embarks on his grand tour of Europe, his quests for
pleasure and vice are in danger of coming to an end. Not only does his father expect him to take
over the family’s estate upon his return, but Monty is also nursing an impossible crush on his best
friend and traveling companion, Percy. So Monty vows to make this yearlong escapade one last
hedonistic hurrah and flirt with Percy from Paris to Rome. But when one of Monty’s reckless
decisions turns their trip abroad into a harrowing manhunt, it calls into question everything he
knows, including his relationship with the boy he adores. Witty, dazzling, and intriguing at every
turn, The Gentleman's Guide to Vice and Virtue is an irresistible romp that explores the undeniably
fine lines between friendship and love. Don't miss Felicity's adventures in The Lady's Guide to
Petticoats and Piracy, the highly anticipated sequel!
  the gentlemans guide to vice and virtue: The Gentleman's Guide to Getting Lucky Mackenzi
Lee, 2019-11-26 “The queer teen historical you didn’t know was missing from your life.” — Teen
Vogue, on The Gentleman’s Guide to Vice and Virtue In this funny and frothy novella that picks up
where the New York Times bestselling The Gentleman’s Guide to Vice and Virtue leaves off, freshly
minted couple Monty and Percy fumble through their first time together. Monty’s epic grand tour
may be over, but now that he and Percy are finally a couple, he realizes there is something more
nerve-wracking than being chased across Europe: getting together with the person you love. Will the
romantic allure of Santorini make his first time with Percy magical, or will all the anticipation and
build-up completely spoil the mood?
  the gentlemans guide to vice and virtue: Study Guide Student Workbook for The
Gentleman's Guide to Vice and Virtue Montague Siblings Book David Lee, 2019-04-16 The
Student Workbooks are designed to get students thinking critically about the text they read and
provide a guided study format to facilitate in improved learning and retention. Teachers and
Homeschool Instructors may use the activities included to improve student learning and
organization. Students will construct and identify the following areas of knowledge. Character
IdentificationEventsLocationVocabularyMain IdeaConflictAnd more as appropriate to the text.
  the gentlemans guide to vice and virtue: An Assassin's Guide to Love and Treason Virginia
Boecker, 2018-10-23 Shakespeare in Love meets Mr. and Mrs. Smith in this witty and thrilling story
of star-crossed assassins in Elizabeth England, perfect for fans of My Lady Jane and TheGentleman's
Guide to Vice and Virtue! When Lady Katherine's father is killed for being an illegally practicing
Catholic, she discovers treason wasn't the only secret he's been hiding: he was also involved in a
murder plot against the reigning Queen Elizabeth I. With nothing left to lose, Katherine disguises
herself as a boy and travels to London to fulfill her father's mission, and to take it one step further --
kill the queen herself. Katherine's opportunity comes in the form of William Shakespeare's newest
play, which is to be performed in front of Her Majesty. But what she doesn't know is that the play is
not just a play. It's a plot to root out insurrectionists and destroy the rebellion once and for all. The
mastermind behind this ruse is Toby Ellis, a young spy for the queen with secrets of his own. When
Toby and Katherine are cast opposite each other as the play's leads, they find themselves
inexplicably drawn to one another. But the closer they grow, the more precarious their positions
become. And soon they learn that star-crossed love, mistaken identity, and betrayal are far more
dangerous off the stage than on.
  the gentlemans guide to vice and virtue: The Gentleman's Guide to Getting Lucky ()
Mackenzi Lee, 2019-11-26 The queer teen historical you didn't know was missing from your life. --
Teen Vogue, on The Gentleman's Guide to Vice and Virtue In this funny and frothy novella that picks
up where the New York Times bestselling The Gentleman's Guide to Vice and Virtue leaves off,
freshly minted couple Monty and Percy fumble through their first time together. Monty's epic grand
tour may be over, but now that he and Percy are finally a couple, he realizes there is something



more nerve-wracking than being chased across Europe: getting together with the person you love.
Will the romantic allure of Santorini make his first time with Percy magical, or will all the
anticipation and build-up completely spoil the mood?
  the gentlemans guide to vice and virtue: The Tropoholic's Guide to External Romance Tropes
Cindy Dees, 2023-10-12 NYT and USAT bestselling author and screenwriter, Cindy Dees, brings her
formidable skills as a master storyteller and master writing teacher to this encyclopedic series
analyzing the major tropes used in modern commercial fiction. In this volume, Cindy explores 35
iconic external romance tropes, the stories of people, situations, and problems around your hero and
heroine that pose obstacles to their happily ever after.. Written by a working writer for working
writers, this is a comprehensive reference guide and brainstorming tool to help you quickly generate
ideas, create characters and plot, revise and edit, brand and market your story. You’ll write faster,
cleaner, and deliver your audience a story they’ll recognize and love. If you’re writing a novel, script,
play, comic, graphic novel, video game script, or any other story format, this book is for you. If
you’re writing a love story specifically, or you’re writing any genre of fiction in which you’d like to
include a romantic relationship, this book is for you. Each trope entry includes: · a detailed definition
and analysis · descriptions of all obligatory scenes necessary to structure this trope correctly · lists
of additional key scenes important to this trope · an extensive list of questions to think about when
writing this trope · an extensive list of traps to avoid when writing this trope · reasons why
audiences love this trope · a list of similar tropes · a list of examples of each trope in action taken
from television, film, and novels …every kind of writer in every genre of fiction is going to want
these guides in their go-to reference books… …a tour de force how-to on creating stories audiences
adore… …the books every writer has been waiting for—a comprehensive walk-through by an
industry pro of everything to think about when building a story of pretty much any kind…
  the gentlemans guide to vice and virtue: Wishtress Nadine Brandes, 2022-09-13 Her tears
grant wishes. Her next tear will end her life. She didn't ask to be the Wishtress. Myrthe was born
with the ability to turn her tears into wishes. But when a granted wish goes wrong, she is cursed: the
next tear she sheds will kill her. She must travel to the Well to break the curse before it can claim
her life--and before the king's militairenfind her. To survive the journey, Myrthe must harden her
heart to keep herself from crying even a single tear. He can stop time with a snap of his fingers.
Bastiaan's powerful--and rare--talent came in handy when he kidnapped the old king. Now the new
king has a job for him: find the Wishtress and deliver her to the schloss. But Bastiaan needs a wish
of his own. He gains Myrthe's trust by promising to take her to the Well, but once he gets what he
needs, he'll turn her in. As long as his growing feelings for the girl with a stone heart don't
compromise him. Their quest can end only one way: with her death. Everyone seems to need a
wish--the king, Myrthe's cousin, the boy she thinks she loves. And they're ready to bully, beg, and
betray her for it. No one knows that to grant even one wish, Myrthe would pay with her life. And if
she tells them about the curse . . . they'll just kill her anyway. A beautiful tale about self-worth,
second chances, and mysterious enchantment. --Kathryn Purdie, #1 New York Times bestselling
author Exciting, low-spice YA romantasy Stand-alone novel Book length: approximately 125,000
words Includes discussion questions for book clubs
  the gentlemans guide to vice and virtue: Lady Like Mackenzi Lee, 2025-09-09 Two women
set their sights on marrying the same duke, but instead of becoming enemies, they find themselves
falling in love—though not with him. “My new favorite romance author.”—Julia Quinn, #1 New York
Times bestselling author of the Bridgerton series “A genuinely, strikingly funny romantic romp. I
inhaled it!”—Emily Henry, #1 New York Times bestselling author of Great Big Beautiful Life Harriet
Lockhart never planned to marry. She has spent her life defying expectations, playing male roles on
London’s seediest stages, and doing whatever she pleases. When Harry is contacted by her hitherto
anonymous father, she finds herself at risk of losing the trust fund that’s subsidized her
lifestyle—unless she begins to lead a more respectable life, starting with finding a husband. Emily
Sergeant, the picture of modesty, has only ever wanted to marry. And were it not for one mistake in
her youth that rendered her a social pariah, she would be appropriately betrothed. Instead, she’s



due to wed the only willing—and most abominable—man in her small town. Desperate for an
alternative, Emily flees to London to snag a less lecherous fiancé. Worlds collide, dramatically and
hilariously, when both women decide on the very same duke as their best possible chance at a
tolerable husband and a secure future. A tongue-in-cheek romp through London’s summer season,
from balls to brothels, horseraces to duels, Harry and Emily compete for the duke’s favor, only to
find their true hearts’ desires may be more compatible than they could have ever predicted.
  the gentlemans guide to vice and virtue: By Any Other Name Erin Cotter, 2024-11-05 In
London, 1593, sixteen-year-old Will Hughes makes his living on Shakespeare's stage, but after the
famous playwright Christopher Marlowe is murdered, he teams up with young Lord James
Bloomsbury, and together the two hunt the elusive assassin as their forbidden feelings for each
other ignite.
  the gentlemans guide to vice and virtue: The Medical Professional's Guide to LGBT+
Inclusion Kryss Shane, 2023-05-25 The rates of medical bullying, absences by LGBT+ professionals
due to lack of safety in the workplace, and subsequent suicidality for LGBT+ youth and adults are
exponentially higher than for non-LGBT+ youth and adults. As a result, many LGBT+ patients and
professionals are suffering needlessly, and many business leaders are unsure of what to do. This
book solves that problem. Featuring real-life situations and scenarios, a glossary, and further
resources, this book enables professionals in a variety of business roles to integrate foundational
concepts into their everyday interactions with potential and current employees to create an overall
medical workplace culture that nurtures a welcoming, inclusive, and affirming environment for all.
This book can be utilized by independent readers, department teams, and entire medical
corporations reading experiences. Setting out best practices and professional guidance for creating
an LGBT+ inclusive medical workplace, this approachable and easy-to-follow book guides medical
leaders and anyone working in a medical facility toward appropriate and proven ways to create safer
working environments, update workplace policies, enhance hiring and staff retention protocols, and
better support LGBT+ employees in the workplace as well as for LGBT+ patient experiences. The
real-life scenarios are a unique feature of this book. While many offer information, this book is
practical and requires active engagement with the material for the reader. The scenarios offer the
reader the opportunity to try out the foundational knowledge they obtained in earlier chapters by
giving real business place experiences that others have been challenged by. After reading the
scenario, there are intentional pointed thought questions, which can be used for discussion if the
book is read in groups or teams. This encourages teamwork and shared learning. Then, readers will
receive guidance from America’s leading LGBT+ expert, who uses her 25+ years of experience to
guide the reader as if they were receiving individualized guidance right from her to them!
  the gentlemans guide to vice and virtue: The Radical Element Jessica Spotswood,
2018-03-13 In an anthology of revolution and resistance, a sisterhood of YA writers shines a light on
a century and a half of heroines on the margins and in the intersections. To respect yourself, to love
yourself, should not have to be a radical decision. And yet it remains as challenging for an American
girl to make today as it was in 1927 on the steps of the Supreme Court. It’s a decision that must be
faced when you’re balancing on the tightrope of neurodivergence, finding your way as a
second-generation immigrant, or facing down American racism even while loving America. And it’s
the only decision when you’ve weighed society’s expectations and found them wanting. In The
Radical Element, twelve of the most talented writers working in young adult literature today tell the
stories of girls of all colors and creeds standing up for themselves and their beliefs — whether that
means secretly learning Hebrew in early Savannah, using the family magic to pass as white in 1920s
Hollywood, or singing in a feminist punk band in 1980s Boston. And they’re asking you to join them.
Original stories by: Dahlia Adler Erin Bowman Dhonielle Clayton Sara Farizan Mackenzi Lee Stacey
Lee Anna-Marie McLemore Meg Medina Marieke Nijkamp Megan Shepherd Jessica Spotswood
Sarvenaz Tash
  the gentlemans guide to vice and virtue: Shatter the Sky Rebecca Kim Wells, 2020-08-04
New England Book Award Finalist “A top-notch dragon story…Both nuanced and real.” —Shelf



Awareness (starred review) “I absolutely devoured it.” —Mackenzi Lee, bestselling author of The
Gentleman’s Guide to Vice and Virtue “Perfect for fans of Tamora Pierce, Renée Ahdieh, and Cindy
Pon.” —Saundra Mitchell, author of All the Things We Do in the Dark and editor of YA anthology All
Out A determined young woman sets out to rescue her kidnapped girlfriend by stealing a dragon
from the corrupt emperor in this stunning fantasy debut that’s perfect for fans of Margaret
Rogerson, Rae Carson, and Rachel Hartman. Raised among the ruins of a conquered mountain
nation, Maren dreams only of sharing a quiet life with her girlfriend Kaia—until the day Kaia is
abducted by the Aurati, prophetic agents of the emperor, and forced to join their ranks. Desperate to
save her, Maren hatches a plan to steal one of the emperor’s coveted dragons and storm the Aurati
stronghold. If Maren is to have any hope of succeeding, she must become an apprentice to the
Aromatory—the emperor’s mysterious dragon trainer. But Maren is unprepared for the dangerous
secrets she uncovers: rumors of a lost prince, a brewing rebellion, and a prophecy that threatens to
shatter the empire itself. Not to mention the strange dreams she’s been having about a beast deep
underground… With time running out, can Maren survive long enough to rescue Kaia from
impending death? Or could it be that Maren is destined for something greater than she could have
ever imagined?
  the gentlemans guide to vice and virtue: The Excalibur Curse Kiersten White, 2021-12-07
The gripping conclusion to the acclaimed Arthurian fantasy trilogy from #1 New York Times
bestselling author Kiersten White finds Guinevere questioning everything—friends and enemies,
good and evil, and, most of all, herself. While journeying north toward the Dark Queen, Guinevere
falls into the hands of her enemies. Behind her are Lancelot, trapped on the other side of the
magical barrier they created to protect Camelot, and Arthur, who has been led away from his
kingdom, chasing after false promises. But the greatest danger isn’t what lies ahead of
Guinevere—it’s what’s been buried inside her. Vowing to unravel the truth of her past with or
without Merlin’s help, Guinevere joins forces with the sorceress Morgana and her son,
Mordred—and faces the confusing, forbidden feelings she still harbors for him. When Guinevere
makes an agonizing discovery about who she is and how she came to be, she finds herself with an
impossible choice: fix a terrible crime, or help prevent war. Guinevere is determined to set things
right, whatever the cost. To defeat a rising evil. To remake a kingdom. To undo the mistakes of the
past...even if it means destroying herself. Guinevere has been a changeling, a witch, a queen—but
what does it mean to be just a girl?
  the gentlemans guide to vice and virtue: Literature for Young Adults Joan L. Knickerbocker,
James A. Rycik, 2019-08-28 Now in its second edition, this book explores a great variety of genres
and formats of young adult literature while placing special emphasis on contemporary works with
nontraditional themes, protagonists, and literary conventions that are well suited to young adult
readers. It looks at the ways in which contemporary readers can access literature and share the
works they're reading, and it shows teachers the resources that are available, especially online, for
choosing and using good literature in the classroom and for recommending books for their students’
personal reading. In addition to traditional genre chapters, this book includes chapters on literary
nonfiction; poetry, short stories, and drama; and film. Graphic novels, diversity issues, and uses of
technology are also included throughout the text. The book's discussion of literary
language—including traditional elements as well as metafictive terms—enables readers to share in a
literary conversation with their peers (and others) when communicating about books. This book is an
essential resource for preservice educators to help young adults understand and appreciate the
excellent literature that is available to them. New to the second edition: New popular authors,
books, and movies with a greater focus on diversity of literature Updated coverage of new trends,
such as metafiction, a renewed focus on nonfiction, and retellings of canonical works Increased
attention to graphic novels and multimodal texts throughout the book eResources with downloadable
materials, including book lists, awards lists, and Focus Questions
  the gentlemans guide to vice and virtue: Like a Love Story Abdi Nazemian, 2019-06-04
Stonewall Honor Book * A Time Magazine Best YA Book of All Time A book for warriors, divas,



artists, queens, individuals, activists, trend setters, and anyone searching for the courage to be
themselves.”—Mackenzi Lee, New York Times bestselling author of The Gentleman’s Guide to Vice
and Virtue It’s 1989 in New York City, and for three teens, the world is changing. Reza is an Iranian
boy who has just moved to the city with his mother to live with his stepfather and stepbrother. He’s
terrified that someone will guess the truth he can barely acknowledge about himself. Reza knows
he’s gay, but all he knows of gay life are the media’s images of men dying of AIDS. Judy is an
aspiring fashion designer who worships her uncle Stephen, a gay man with AIDS who devotes his
time to activism as a member of ACT UP. Judy has never imagined finding romance...until she falls
for Reza and they start dating. Art is Judy’s best friend, their school’s only out and proud teen. He’ll
never be who his conservative parents want him to be, so he rebels by documenting the AIDS crisis
through his photographs. As Reza and Art grow closer, Reza struggles to find a way out of his
deception that won’t break Judy’s heart—and destroy the most meaningful friendship he’s ever
known. This is a bighearted, sprawling epic about friendship and love and the revolutionary act of
living life to the fullest in the face of impossible odds.
  the gentlemans guide to vice and virtue: Gamora and Nebula Mackenzi Lee, 2021-06-01 The
second book in the hit series from New York Times best-selling author Mackenzi Lee!This three-book
series explores the untapped potential and duality of heroism of popular characters in the Marvel
Universe. The first book in the series, Loki: Where Mischief Lies, was an instant New York Times
best seller and received two starred reviews! Gamora arrives on Torndune—a once-lush planet that
has been strip-mined for the power source beneath its surface—with a mission: collect the heart of
the planet. She doesn't know who sent her, why they want it, or even what the heart of a planet
looks like. But as the right hand and daughter of Thanos, and one of the galaxy's most legendary
warriors, her job is not to ask questions. Her job is to do what she's told, no matter the cost. What
she doesn't know is that her sister, Nebula, is in hot pursuit. Nebula has followed Gamora to
Torndune in hopes of claiming the planet's heart first and shaming her sister as vengeance for the
part she played in Nebula losing her arm. While Gamora falls in with a group of miners attempting to
overthrow the tyrannical mining corporation that controls their lives, Nebula allies herself with the
Universal Church of Truth, whose missionaries wait on every street corner to recruit more followers
and tithes for the Matriarch. Both sisters hope their alliance will give them access to one of the
massive diggers capable of drilling to the center of the planet. But they closer they get to the heart
of the planet—and to each other—the closer they get to uncovering the truth of what brought them
there and the role they may unknowingly be playing in a twisted competition with galactic
consequences. A competition they can never win . . . unless they learn to trust each other. And trust
is the biggest lie in the galaxy. Complete your Marvel YA collection with these best-selling
fan-favorite novels:Loki: Where Mischief Lies by Mackenzi LeeMiles Morales: Spider-Man by Jason
ReynoldsUnstoppable Wasp by Sa
  the gentlemans guide to vice and virtue: On Her Terms Amy Spalding, 2025-02-25 For fans
of Casey McQuiston, Alexis Hall, and Meryl Wilsner, an actually hilarious, sweetly sexy, gloriously
relatable sapphic rom-com about a fake relationship, very real emotions, and writing your own
Hollywood love story—from the acclaimed author of For Her Consideration. Fresh off breaking up
with her boyfriend and swerving away from the conventional, TikTok-ready married life she never
wanted, Clementine is ready to explore the alternatives. Not that she wants to be single forever,
much less die alone. But at thirty-six, it’s time for her to experience new things—including in her
love life. And though an invitation to a fake relationship to appease family sounds like a recipe for
disaster, Clem finds herself saying yes to smart, spirited dog groomer Chloe Lee anyway . . . Chloe is
long past her own baby gay era, but even before they’ve tackled Clem’s parents’ anniversary party
and Chloe’s friend’s wedding, the two of them end up spending a lot of time together. As the
attraction between them grows stronger, it all begins to feel pretty real to Clem. Chloe, however, is
fine as just friends—plus she’s convinced Clem is just eager for “someone” to take her off the singles
list. How to persuade her otherwise? After all, Clem is starting to realize her life is wonderfully full
and being “alone” doesn’t scare her a bit. Still, being without the tiny powerhouse that is Chloe,



specifically? That’s a whole other story . . . Wise, witty, and full of heart, here is an uplifting love
story with an ending worth waiting for. Praise for At Her Service “Spalding joyfully reminds us that
growing up can happen at any age and that we’re all works in progress.” —Alison Cochrun, author of
The Charm Offensive “Charming, uplifting . . . perfect for any reader who has ever dreamed of
stepping into their own best life. I want to befriend Amy Spalding’s characters and live in her quirky
queer romantic world forever.” —Susie Dumond, author of Queerly Beloved “A painfully relatable
story of finding the courage to reach for what you really want from inside the messy reality of your
twenties. A wonderfully hopeful, queer, LA love story.” —Anita Kelly, author of Something Wild &
Wonderful
  the gentlemans guide to vice and virtue: Romanov Nadine Brandes, 2019-05-07 My name is
Anastasia. The history books say I died. They don’t know the half of it. Anastasia “Nastya” Romanov
was given a single mission: to smuggle an ancient spell into her suitcase on her way to exile in
Siberia. It might be her family’s only salvation. But the leader of the Bolshevik army is after them,
and he’s hunted Romanov before. Nastya’s only chances of saving herself and her family are either
to release the spell and deal with the consequences, or to enlist help from Zash, the handsome
soldier who doesn’t act like the average Bolshevik. Nastya has only dabbled in magic, but it doesn’t
frighten her half as much as her growing attraction to Zash. She likes him. She thinks he might even
like her. That is, until she’s on one side of a firing squad . . . and he’s on the other. Praise for
Romanov: I am obsessed with this book! A magical twist on history that will have Anastasia fans
wishing for more. I loved every detail Brandes wrote. If you love magic and Imperial Russia, you
want Romanov on your shelf! —Evelyn Skye Romanov will cast a spell on readers and immerse them
in a history anyone would long to be a part of. —Sasha Alsberg If you think you know the story
behind Anastasia Romanov, think again! The perfect blend of history and fantasy, Romanov takes a
deeper look at the days leading up to the family’s tragedy, while also exploring the possibilities
behind the mysteries that have long intrigued history buffs everywhere. Brandes weaves a brilliant
and intricate saga of love, loss, and the power of forgiveness. Prepare to have your breath stolen by
this gorgeous novel of brilliant prose and epic enchantment. —Sara Ella Full-length historical
fantasy Includes discussion questions for book clubs Paperback contains special bonus chapter
  the gentlemans guide to vice and virtue: Guide to Literary Agents 2017 Chuck
Sambuchino, 2016-09-14 The best resource available for finding a literary agent! No matter what
you're writing--fiction or nonfiction, books for adults or children--you need a literary agent to get the
best book deal possible from a traditional publisher. Guide to Literary Agents 2017 is your essential
resource for finding that literary agent and getting a contract with one of the country's top
publishers. Along with listing information for more than 1,000 agents who represent writers and
their books, this updated edition of GLA includes: • A one-year subscription to the literary agent
content on WritersMarket.com. • The secrets of query-writing success: Learn 5 common mistakes
that make an agent stop reading--and how to avoid them. • New Agent Spotlights: Get targeted
profiles of literary reps who are actively building their client lists right now. • Informative articles on
writing a synopsis, pitching your work online, defining your genre, utilizing writing peers to better
your craft, and much more. Includes exclusive access to the webinar 10 Steps to Landing a Literary
Agent by Marisa Corvisiero of Corvisiero Literary Agency.
  the gentlemans guide to vice and virtue: Teen Genreflecting Sarah Flowers, Samuel
Stavole-Carter, 2020-09-08 Teen Genreflecting serves as a guide to contemporary teen fiction,
encompassing every genre and format, including graphic novels, scrapbook-formatted books, verse
novels, historical fiction, speculative fiction, contemporary realistic fiction, and more. Teen literature
is one of the most popular and quickly growing segments of the publishing world. Not only are teens
continuing to read for pleasure, but many adults have discovered the joys of teen literature. As part
of the Genreflecting Advisory Series, Teen Genreflecting provides librarians with a road map to the
vibrant and diverse body of literature focusing on recent fiction for teens, organizing and describing
some 1,300 titles, most published within the past ten years, along with perennial classics. The
authors indicate where each title fits in the genre scheme; its subject matter, format, and general



reading level; and any pertinent awards. They also provide advice on readers' advisory services to
teens, descriptions of genres and subgenres, and lists of favorites for each genre. As with previous
editions, this guide will prove invaluable to librarians building their teen collections and will help
them assist teens in finding the books they love, no matter what genre.
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