the color purple discussion questions

The Color Purple Discussion Questions: Exploring Themes, Characters, and Symbolism

the color purple discussion questions often serve as a gateway to deeper understanding and
richer conversations about Alice Walker’s Pulitzer Prize-winning novel. This powerful story intertwines
themes of oppression, resilience, identity, and transformation, making it a staple in literary
discussions and classrooms alike. If you're preparing to dive into a book club, classroom discussion, or
simply want to explore the novel’s layers more thoughtfully, this guide will help you navigate some of
the most compelling aspects through well-crafted questions.

Why Are The Color Purple Discussion Questions
Important?

Engaging with discussion questions about *The Color Purple* encourages readers to go beyond the
surface narrative. The novel’s complex characters and historical context invite readers to reflect on
social issues such as racism, sexism, and the struggle for self-worth. Thought-provoking questions
help illuminate the novel's emotional depth and the cultural significance of Walker’'s work. Whether
you're a student, teacher, or casual reader, these questions foster critical thinking and empathy.

Encouraging Critical Thinking Through Questions

Discussion questions push readers to analyze not just what happens in the story, but why it matters.
They invite exploration of character motivations, plot developments, and symbolism. For example,
asking about Celie’s transformation over the course of the novel encourages readers to examine the
factors that contribute to personal growth and resilience.

Facilitating Group Conversations

In group settings, having a set of thoughtful discussion prompts helps keep conversations focused
and inclusive. It allows participants to share diverse perspectives, especially on themes like gender
roles, spirituality, and family dynamics. This exchange enriches everyone’s understanding of the
novel.

Key Themes to Explore with The Color Purple
Discussion Questions

To get the most out of your discussion, it helps to frame your questions around the novel’s central
themes. These themes resonate deeply and provide fertile ground for analysis.



1. Oppression and Liberation

One of the most prominent themes in *The Color Purple* is the oppression faced by African American
women in the early 20th century. Questions about how characters experience and resist oppression
can lead to meaningful conversations.

- How does Celie’s journey reflect the struggle for liberation?
- In what ways do other female characters challenge societal norms?
- How does the novel portray the intersection of race, gender, and class in the context of oppression?

2. Identity and Self-Discovery

The novel is a powerful narrative of self-discovery. Celie’s evolution from a silenced girl to an
empowered woman offers rich material for discussion.

- What role does writing letters play in Celie’s self-expression?

- How do Celie’s relationships influence her sense of identity?

- How does the discovery of her sister Nettie’s letters impact Celie’s understanding of herself and the
world?

3. Family and Relationships

Family dynamics in *The Color Purple* are complex and often fraught, but they also reveal love,
forgiveness, and healing.

- How do Celie’s relationships with her father, husband, and sister shape her life?

- What significance do the friendships between women hold in the story?
- How does Walker redefine the concept of family through the novel?

4. Spirituality and Religion

Walker explores spirituality beyond traditional religious frameworks, presenting a nuanced view of
faith.

- How does Celie’s understanding of God change throughout the novel?

- What role does spirituality play in Celie’s empowerment?
- How does the novel challenge conventional religious beliefs?

Sample The Color Purple Discussion Questions for
Deeper Engagement

If you're looking for specific prompts to guide your conversation, here are some carefully crafted



questions that touch on character development, themes, and narrative style.
Character-Focused Questions

e How does Celie’s character develop from the beginning to the end of the novel?

e What is the significance of Shug Avery in Celie’s life? How does Shug influence Celie’s
transformation?

e How are male characters portrayed in the novel? Are there moments when traditional gender
roles are challenged?

Theme-Centered Questions

e Discuss the role of letters as a narrative device in the novel. How do they contribute to the
story’s emotional impact?

e How does the novel address the theme of forgiveness? Are there characters who struggle with
forgiveness?

¢ In what ways does the novel critique societal norms related to race and gender?

Symbolism and Literary Devices

e What does the color purple symbolize in the novel? How is it connected to the characters’
experiences?

e How does Alice Walker use imagery and metaphor to convey deeper meaning?

e What is the significance of nature and the rural setting in the narrative?

Tips for Leading a Meaningful Discussion on The Color
Purple

To ensure your conversation is engaging and insightful, consider these practical tips:



Create a Safe and Respectful Environment

The novel touches on sensitive topics such as abuse and discrimination. Encourage participants to
share openly but with respect and empathy. Setting ground rules at the start can help maintain a
supportive atmosphere.

Encourage Personal Connections

Invite readers to relate the story to their own experiences or contemporary issues. This not only
makes the discussion more relevant but also deepens understanding of the novel’s enduring themes.

Use Open-Ended Questions

Questions that require thoughtful responses rather than simple yes or no answers foster richer
dialogue. For instance, instead of asking “Do you like Celie?” try “How does Celie’'s character
challenge traditional ideas of strength?”

Incorporate Multimedia Resources

Sometimes adding clips from the film adaptation or interviews with Alice Walker can spark new
insights and bring fresh energy to the discussion.

Exploring The Color Purple in Different Contexts

The novel’s impact extends beyond literature classes. Its themes resonate in discussions of history,
sociology, and gender studies, making it versatile for various educational and cultural settings.

Historical Context and Its Influence

Understanding the social and historical backdrop of the early 1900s American South enriches readers’
appreciation of the characters’ struggles and resilience. Discussion questions can prompt exploration
of how history shapes identity and opportunity.

Gender and Feminist Perspectives

*The Color Purple* is often examined through a feminist lens. Questions that address the novel’s
critique of patriarchy and its celebration of female empowerment invite powerful conversations about
gender roles past and present.



Race and Social Justice

The novel’s depiction of racism and its intersection with sexism provides a platform for discussing
broader issues of social justice. Encouraging dialogue around these topics can foster empathy and
awareness among readers.

As you explore the world of *The Color Purple* through thoughtful discussion questions, you’ll uncover
new layers of meaning and gain a deeper appreciation for Alice Walker’'s masterful storytelling.
Whether in a classroom, book club, or personal reflection, these conversations illuminate the enduring
power of this remarkable novel.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'The Color Purple' by
Alice Walker?

The main themes in 'The Color Purple' include racism, sexism, abuse, empowerment, sisterhood, and
the journey toward self-discovery and liberation.

How does the epistolary format of 'The Color Purple' affect
the storytelling?

The epistolary format, consisting of letters, creates an intimate and personal perspective, allowing
readers to deeply connect with Celie's thoughts and emotions as she grows and changes.

In what ways does 'The Color Purple' address issues of gender
and power?

The novel portrays the oppression women face due to patriarchal structures, but also highlights their
resilience and empowerment as they challenge gender norms and reclaim their autonomy.

How does the relationship between Celie and Shug Avery
influence Celie's transformation?

Shug Avery serves as a catalyst for Celie's self-awareness and confidence, encouraging her to
embrace her identity, sexuality, and worth beyond the abuse and limitations imposed on her.

What role does spirituality play in the novel?

Spirituality in 'The Color Purple' evolves from traditional religious beliefs to a more personal and
inclusive understanding of God, reflecting Celie's growth and questioning of institutional religion.

How are sisterhood and female friendship portrayed in the



novel?

Sisterhood and female friendship are central to the novel, providing support, love, and solidarity that
help the characters overcome adversity and heal from trauma.

How does Alice Walker address the intersectionality of race,
gender, and class in the novel?

Walker illustrates how overlapping systems of oppression affect Black women uniquely, showing how
Celie and others navigate and resist the compounded challenges of racism, sexism, and poverty.

What is the significance of the title ‘'The Color Purple'?

The title symbolizes beauty and spirituality found in overlooked or oppressed places, inspired by a
passage in the book where Celie learns to appreciate the color purple in nature as a metaphor for joy
and wonder despite hardship.

Additional Resources

The Color Purple Discussion Questions: An In-Depth Exploration of Themes and Characters

the color purple discussion questions serve as a pivotal tool for educators, book clubs, and
literary enthusiasts aiming to delve deeper into Alice Walker’s seminal work. This novel, rich with
complex characters, profound themes, and historical context, invites rigorous analysis and thoughtful
discussion. By exploring these questions, readers can unpack the layers of meaning embedded in the
narrative, enhancing their understanding of the social, cultural, and emotional landscapes portrayed.

Unpacking the Core Themes Through The Color Purple
Discussion Questions

At the heart of any meaningful dialogue about Alice Walker’s novel lies a series of carefully crafted
guestions that probe its central themes—identity, resilience, oppression, and liberation. The color
purple discussion questions often emphasize these motifs, challenging readers to consider how they
intersect and resonate throughout the story.

For instance, questions focusing on the theme of identity encourage discussion about Celie’s journey
from subjugation to self-realization. How does Celie’s relationship with other characters, such as Shug
Avery and Nettie, influence her sense of self? What role does her correspondence play in shaping her
identity? These queries allow readers to analyze character development and the transformative
power of relationships.

Similarly, questions addressing oppression and resilience provide a framework to explore the
systemic racism and sexism that permeate the novel’s setting in the early 20th century American
South. By asking how Celie and other female characters navigate the harsh realities imposed on
them, discussion leaders can facilitate conversations about survival, resistance, and empowerment in
the face of adversity.



The Role of Gender and Power Dynamics

One of the most compelling aspects of The Color Purple is its nuanced portrayal of gender roles and
power imbalances. The color purple discussion questions often highlight these dynamics, prompting
readers to reflect on the societal structures that confine the characters.

Questions such as “How does the novel depict the intersection of race and gender oppression?” or “In
what ways do male characters exert control, and how do female characters respond?” encourage
critical thinking about patriarchal dominance and the subversion of traditional gender expectations.
This line of inquiry is essential for understanding the broader implications of the novel’s social
commentary.

Exploring the Epistolary Form and Narrative Voice

Walker’s choice to write The Color Purple in an epistolary format—Iletters primarily from Celie to God
and later to her sister Nettie—adds a unique dimension to the storytelling. Discussion questions
focusing on this narrative style can enrich readers’ appreciation of the novel’s intimacy and
immediacy.

Questions might include: “How does the letter format impact the reader’s connection to Celie’s
experiences?” or “What is the significance of the changing addressees in the letters?” These inquiries
help illuminate how the form shapes the emotional depth and authenticity of the narrative, offering
insight into Celie’s evolving voice and agency.

Integrating Historical and Cultural Contexts in The
Color Purple Discussion

Understanding the historical backdrop of The Color Purple enhances the richness of any discussion.
The early 1900s in the American South was a period marked by racial segregation, limited
opportunities for African Americans, and rigid gender roles. Addressing these contexts through
discussion questions allows readers to situate the novel within real social conditions.

Questions such as “How does the historical setting influence the characters’ choices and challenges?”
or “What does the novel reveal about African American women’s experiences during this era?”
encourage participants to engage critically with the text’s social realism. This perspective fosters a
comprehensive understanding of the obstacles the characters face and the significance of their
triumphs.

Comparative Discussions: The Color Purple and Other Literary
Works

To broaden analytical scope, discussion questions often invite comparisons between The Color Purple
and other novels addressing similar themes. For example, comparing Walker’s work with Toni



Morrison’s Beloved or Zora Neale Hurston’s Their Eyes Were Watching God can illuminate different
narrative approaches to race, gender, and identity.

Questions in this vein might include: “How do the protagonists in these novels navigate trauma and
healing differently?” or “What narrative techniques do the authors use to portray African American
women’s experiences?” Such comparative analysis deepens readers’ literary insight and
contextualizes The Color Purple within the wider canon of African American literature.

Facilitating Engaging Discussions with The Color Purple
Discussion Questions

When utilizing the color purple discussion questions in educational or book club settings, it is
important to foster an environment conducive to open, respectful dialogue. The novel touches on
sensitive subjects such as abuse, sexuality, and systemic injustice, which can evoke strong emotional
responses.

To guide conversations constructively, facilitators might consider employing a variety of question
types:

1. Open-ended questions: Encourage expansive thinking and personal interpretation, e.g.,
“What does the color purple symbolize in the novel?”

2. Analytical questions: Focus on critical examination of text and themes, e.g., “How does
Walker use symbolism to portray Celie’s transformation?”

3. Reflective questions: Invite readers to connect the novel’s themes to contemporary issues,
e.g., “In what ways are the struggles depicted in the book still relevant today?”

This diversified approach ensures a balanced discussion that addresses both the literary artistry and
the social implications of the work.

Challenges and Considerations in Discussing Sensitive Topics

The color purple discussion questions inevitably bring to the fore challenging topics such as domestic
violence, sexual abuse, and homophobia. While these are integral to the narrative’s authenticity,
facilitators must navigate them with sensitivity to avoid discomfort or alienation.

Strategies to address these challenges include setting clear guidelines for respectful communication,
providing content warnings, and offering support resources when appropriate. Moreover, framing
questions in a way that encourages empathy and understanding rather than judgment can help
maintain a safe environment for all participants.



Enhancing Comprehension Through The Color Purple
Discussion Guides

Many educators and reading groups benefit from structured discussion guides that incorporate
curated questions alongside background information, character analyses, and thematic summaries.
These guides can significantly enhance comprehension and engagement.

Incorporating the color purple discussion questions into such guides offers several advantages:

e Focused analysis: Helps readers concentrate on key elements without feeling overwhelmed
by the novel’'s complexity.

* Contextual understanding: Provides historical and cultural background that deepens
interpretation.

e Encouragement of critical thinking: Promotes active engagement rather than passive
reading.

Furthermore, digital discussion guides optimized for SEO often include keywords related to literary
analysis, African American literature, and feminist studies, making them accessible to a broader
audience seeking resources on The Color Purple.

The exploration of Alice Walker’s The Color Purple through well-crafted discussion questions not only
enriches readers’ literary experience but also fosters meaningful conversations about enduring social
issues. By addressing themes of identity, power, and resilience within a historical context, these
questions serve as a gateway to critical reflection and personal growth.

The Color Purple Discussion Questions

the color purple discussion questions: The Color Purple (Study Guide) LessonCaps,
2012-09-03 Following Common Core Standards, this lesson plan for Alice Walker's, The Color Purple
is the perfect solution for teachers trying to get ideas for getting students excited about a book.
BookCaps lesson plans cover five days worth of material. It includes a suggested reading schedule,
discussion questions, essay topics, homework assignments, and suggested web resources. A
separate book is also available that contains a companion study guide to the book.

the color purple discussion questions: The Color Purple (MAXNotes Literature Guides)
Christopher Hubert, 2013-01-01 REA's MAXnotes for Alice Walker's The Color Purple MAXnotes
offer a fresh look at masterpieces of literature, presented in a lively and interesting fashion. Written
by literary experts who currently teach the subject, MAXnotes will enhance your understanding and
enjoyment of the work. MAXnotes are designed to stimulate independent thought about the literary
work by raising various issues and thought-provoking ideas and questions. MAXnotes cover the
essentials of what one should know about each work, including an overall summary, character lists,
an explanation and discussion of the plot, the work's historical context, illustrations to convey the
mood of the work, and a biography of the author. Each chapter is individually summarized and


https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-145/the-color-purple-discussion-questions.pdf

analyzed, and has study questions and answers.

the color purple discussion questions: A Study Guide (New Edition) for Alice Walker's "The
Color Purple" Gale, Cengage, A Study Guide (New Edition) for Alice Walker's The Color Purple,
excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Novels for Students. This concise study guide includes plot
summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for
further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Novels for Students for all of your
research needs.

the color purple discussion questions: The Color Purple - Literature Kit Gr. 9-12 Sarah
Joubert, 2014-01-14 Witness the cruelty experienced by African-American women during the 1930s,
their struggle, perseverance and self-discovery. An easy-to-follow format helps guide students to
comprehend what they've read. Students begin by establishing how the format of the novel will
affect the tone of the story. Describe the evidence Carrie and Kate provide that points to Annie Julia
being a terrible wife. Then, find evidence that points to Celie being an exceptional wife. Discuss the
differences in gender relationships from the novel to today. Write a police report detailing the events
that took place between Sofia and the Mayor. Complete a chart highlighting how religion has
directly affected the outcomes of important events in the novel. Aligned to your State Standards and
written to Bloom's Taxonomy, additional crossword, word search, comprehension quiz and answer
key are also included. About the Novel: The Color Purple is the Pulitzer Prize-winning story about
female African-Americans in 1930s southern United States. The story follows Celie, a young girl who
begins writing letters to God after her father's abuse. She is forced into a marriage with Mr. Johnson
after her father impregnates her twice, presumably Kkilling both children. Celie continues living a life
of obedience when she is exposed to Sofia's defiance of Mr. Johnson and his son's attempts to submit
her. This results in Sofia moving out and taking her children with her. Meanwhile, Celie grows close
to her husband's ill mistress, becoming confused over her feelings for the woman. The story
progresses with Celie learning the truth about herself and her troubled past.

the color purple discussion questions: The Color Purple - Teacher Lesson Plans and Study
Guide LessonCaps, 2012-08-30 Following Common Core Standards, this lesson plan for Alice
Walker's, The Color Purple is the perfect solution for teachers trying to get ideas for getting
students excited about a book. BookCaps lesson plans cover five days worth of material. It includes a
suggested reading schedule, discussion questions, essay topics, homework assignments, and
suggested web resources. This book also includes a study guide to the book, which includes chapter
summaries, overview of characters, plot summary, and overview of themes. Both the study guide and
the lesson plan may be purchased individually; buy as a combo, however, and save.

the color purple discussion questions: Introducing Fashion Theory Andrew Reilly,
2020-12-10 How does a style become a fashion? Why do trends spread and decline? Introducing
Fashion Theory explores these questions and more to help you quickly get up-to-speed with fashion
theories, from scarcity to conformity, through clear practical examples and fascinating case studies.
This second edition, re-titled from Key Concepts for the Fashion Industry, includes expanded
coverage on cultural appropriation, corporate greenwashing, and the criminal world of counterfeit
goods. - lllustrated examples, from Apple's post-postmodernist iWatch to Savage X Fenty's body
image message on diversity - Covers core fashion theories, from trickle-down to trickle-up, to
political dress and conspicuous consumption - Filled with learning activities, key terms, chapter
summaries, and discussion questions to inspire and inform

the color purple discussion questions: Listening Debra L. Worthington, Graham D. Bodie,
Margaret E. Fitch-Hauser, 2024-05-31 This fully revised third edition explores the essential role of
listening to human communication across contexts and cultures. Based on the premise that listening
is a goal-directed activity, this book blends theory with practical application and builds knowledge,
insight, and skills to help the reader become a more effective listener. In this new edition, theory
and research has been updated with an emphasis on how the growing reliance on mediated
communication affects how individuals communicate in their personal, professional, and educational
lives. It introduces students to emerging concepts and methods such as neurodiversity and fMRI as



well as evolving professional and educational contexts including aural architecture and the musical
brain. Addressing listening as a cognitive process, social function, and critical professional
competency, this is an essential textbook for undergraduate courses in listening and communication
studies. In addition to a fully updated instructor’s manual containing discussion questions, activities
and assignments, and exam questions, this new edition includes PowerPoint slides and videos. They
are available at http://www.routledge.com/9781032491257.

the color purple discussion questions: Development of an Alcohol Education and Traffic
Safety Module for Elementary School, Kindergarten Through Sixth Grade , 1982

the color purple discussion questions: A Study Guide for Alice Walker's The Color Purple
Cengage Learning Gale, 2017-07-25 A Study Guide for Alice Walker's The Color Purple, excerpted
from Gale's acclaimed Novels for Students.This concise study guide includes plot summary;
character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for further
reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Novels for Students for all of your research
needs.

the color purple discussion questions: African American Vernacular English as a
Literary Dialect Sophia Huber, 2018-06-13 Knowledge about one’s linguistic background,
especially when it is different from mainstream varieties, provides a basis for identity and self.
Ancestral values can be upheld, celebrated, and rooted further in the consciousness of its speakers.
In the case of African American Vernacular English (AAVE) the matter is not straightforward and,
ultimately, the social implications its speakers still face today are unresolved. Through detailed
analysis of the four building blocks phonology, morphology, syntax, and vocabulary, Sophia Huber
tries to trace the development of AAVE as a literary dialect. By unearthing in what ways AAVE in its
written form is different from the spoken variety, long established social stigmata and stereotypes
which have been burned into the consciousness of the USA through a (initially) white dominated
literary tradition will be exposed. Analysing fourteen novels and one short story featuring AAVE, it is
the first linguistic study of this scope.

the color purple discussion questions: Approaches to Teaching the Works of Octavia E.
Butler Tarshia L. Stanley, 2019-08-01 Offers pedagogical techniques for teaching the works of
Octavia E. Butler, including considerations of race, gender, slavery, colonialism, disability, science
and technology, environmental studies, and ethics. Gives syllabus suggestions for undergraduate
and graduate courses in literature, writing, African American studies, women's studies, history,
political science, philosophy, and teacher education.

the color purple discussion questions: Alice Walker's The Color Purple Christopher
Hubert, 1996 Presents a guide to reading and understanding The Color Purple, the story of two
African-American sisters told through their letters to each other; featuring an introduction to the
novel and its author, historical background, a list of characters, a plot summary, and letter
summaries, analyses, and study questions.

the color purple discussion questions: The Diversity Style Guide Rachele Kanigel,
2019-01-14 New diversity style guide helps journalists write with authority and accuracy about a
complex, multicultural world A companion to the online resource of the same name, The Diversity
Style Guide raises the consciousness of journalists who strive to be accurate. Based on studies, news
reports and style guides, as well as interviews with more than 50 journalists and experts, it offers
the best, most up-to-date advice on writing about underrepresented and often misrepresented
groups. Addressing such thorny questions as whether the words Black and White should be
capitalized when referring to race and which pronouns to use for people who don't identify as male
or female, the book helps readers navigate the minefield of names, terms, labels and colloquialisms
that come with living in a diverse society. The Diversity Style Guide comes in two parts. Part One
offers enlightening chapters on Why is Diversity So Important; Implicit Bias; Black Americans;
Native People; Hispanics and Latinos; Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders; Arab Americans and
Muslim Americans; Immigrants and Immigration; Gender Identity and Sexual Orientation; People
with Disabilities; Gender Equality in the News Media; Mental Illness, Substance Abuse and Suicide;



and Diversity and Inclusion in a Changing Industry. Part Two includes Diversity and Inclusion
Activities and an A-Z Guide with more than 500 terms. This guide: Helps journalists, journalism
students, and other media writers better understand the context behind hot-button words so they
can report with confidence and sensitivity Explores the subtle and not-so-subtle ways that certain
words can alienate a source or infuriate a reader Provides writers with an understanding that
diversity in journalism is about accuracy and truth, not political correctness. Brings together
guidance from more than 20 organizations and style guides into a single handy reference book The
Diversity Style Guide is first and foremost a guide for journalists, but it is also an important resource
for journalism and writing instructors, as well as other media professionals. In addition, it will
appeal to those in other fields looking to make informed choices in their word usage and their
personal interactions.

the color purple discussion questions: Seeking Janet Claussen, Julia Ann Keller, 2003
Seeking: Doing Theology with Girls is an introduction to theological methods and reflection, with an
emphasis on actively engaging girls in making connections between their experience and the
wisdom of the Scriptures and Tradition. The overriding theme of this manual is that the life
experience of women brings richness and balance to the academic discipline of theology. Topics
covered include images of God, gospel feminism, women theologians, morality, sexual integrity,
ecofeminism, and personal and global justice grounded in a theology of life.

the color purple discussion questions: Alice Walker’s The Color Purple , 2009-01-01 Alice
Walker's Pulitzer Prize winning novel The Color Purple is a tale of personal empowerment which
opens with a protagonist Celie who is at the bottom of America's social caste. A poor, black, ugly and
uneducated female in the America's Jim Crow South in the first half of the 20th century, she is the
victim of constant rape, violence and misogynistic verbal abuse. Celie cannot conceive of an escape
from her present condition, and so she learns to be passive and unemotional. But The Color Purple
eventually demonstrates how Celie learns to fight back and how she discovers her true sexuality and
her unique voice. By the end of the novel, Celie is an empowered, financially-independent
entrepreneur/landowner, one who speaks her mind and realizes the desirability of black femaleness
while creating a safe space for herself and those she loves. Through a journey of literary criticism,
Dialogue: Alice Walker's The Color Purple follows Celie's transformation from victim to hero. Each
scholarly essay becomes a step of the journey that paves the way for the development of self and
sexual awareness, the beginnings of religious transformation and the creation of nurturing places
like home and community.

the color purple discussion questions: Reader's Guide to Literature in English Mark
Hawkins-Dady, 2012-12-06 Reader's Guide Literature in English provides expert guidance to, and
critical analysis of, the vast number of books available within the subject of English literature, from
Anglo-Saxon times to the current American, British and Commonwealth scene. It is designed to help
students, teachers and librarians choose the most appropriate books for research and study.

the color purple discussion questions: Living Faith Stephen W. Need, 2020-03-16
Desperate for new ideas to inspire sermons, Bible studies, or private meditation? Here's the book for
you. Living Faith: Through the Church's Year offers fifty-two lively reflections for group or individual
use, including resources for further study. Part One leads you through the seasons of the church's
year from Advent to Trinity. Starting with the Big Bang, you're taken to Bethlehem for Christmas
and into the desert for Lent. Christmas cribs, Easter gardens, and a large crucifix illustrate some of
the most important Christian festivals. Bible texts, literature, architecture, poetry, and music all help
fill out the picture. Part Two takes you into some crucial aspects of being a Christian. Jesus's
question to his disciples at Caesarea Philippi (Who do you say that I am?) helps you think about some
important Gospel stories such as the stilling of the storm and the Samaritan woman. Key saints, such
as Francis, Benedict, and Dominic, appear, as do C. S. Lewis, J. S. Bach, Mother Teresa, Simon and
Garfunkel, and Paddington Bear! A sumptuous feast of exploration and insight, Living Faith is an
exciting and stimulating adventure in Christian life--a must for anyone taking the journey of faith
seriously.



the color purple discussion questions: Exploring/Teaching the Psychology of Women Michele
A. Paludi, 1990-03-16 The first of its kind, this manual presents educational approaches and
processes which reflect feminist principles for teachers and leaders of courses and workshops in the
psychology of women. Sample syllabi, outlines, references, lists of audio-visual material,
organizations, discussion questions, and experiential exercises reflect the content areas typically
covered in these courses: achievement, sexuality, health, adjustment, psychotherapy,
communication, victimization, methodology, life-style choices, work, and development.

the color purple discussion questions: Frankenstein Mary Shelley, 2014-05-06 A timeless,
terrifying tale of one man’s obsession to create life—and the monster that became his legacy. Mary
Shelley began writing Frankenstein when she was only eighteen. At once a Gothic thriller, a
passionate romance, and a cautionary tale about the dangers of science, Frankenstein tells the story
of devoted science student Victor Frankenstein. Obsessed with discovering the cause of generation
and life, and bestowing animation upon lifeless matter, Frankenstein assembles a human being from
stolen body parts; but upon bringing it to life, he recoils in horror at the creature’s hideousness.
Tormented by isolation and loneliness, the once-innocent creature turns to evil and unleashes a
campaign of murderous revenge against his creator, Dr. Frankenstein. Frankenstein, an instant
bestseller and an important ancestor of both the horror and science-fiction genres, not only tells a
terrifying story, but also raises profound, disturbing questions about the very nature of life and the
place of humankind within the cosmos: What does it mean to be human? What responsibilities do we
have to each other? How far can we go in tampering with Nature? In our age, filled with news of
organ donation, genetic engineering, and bio-terrorism, these questions are more relevant than ever.

the color purple discussion questions: The Color Purple Harold Bloom, 2008 Presents a
collection of critical essays about Alice Walker's The color purple.
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